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OPIUM. 

FROM    i)R.    G.    G.    SIGMONd's    LECTURES    ON     THE     MATERIA    MEDICA,    AT    THE  WINDMILL- 
STREET    SCHOOL    OF    MEDICINE,    LONDON. 

Our  doom  on  earth  is  labor,  pain,  and  sorrow.  The  more  anxiously 
the  inquiring  intellect  of  man  surveys  the  universe  before  hmi,  and  the 
more  intensely  he  scrutinizes  the  hidden  mysteries  by  which  he  is  sur- 
rounded, the  more  firmly  does  the  conviction  settle  upon  the  mind,  that 
such  was  not  always  his  lot.  That  awful  judgment  is  then  recalled  to 
the  conscious  mind,  and  he  knows  and  feels  its  truth  :  "  Cursed  is  the 
ground  for  thy  sake  ;  in  sorrow  shall  thou  eat  of  it  all  the  days  of  thy 
life."  But  his  consolation  is,  that  his  punishment  was  tempered  with 
mercy,  and  that  boon  was  not  recalled,  ''Behold  I  have  given  thee  every 
herb  bearing  seed  which  is  upon  the  face  of  all  the  earth,  and  every 
tree  which  is  the  fruit  of  a  tree  yielding  seed  ;  to  you  it  shall  be  for 
food."  Such  reflections  naturally  take  possession  of  the  mind,  when 
contemplating  the  power  given  us,  of  assuaging  the  acutest  sufferings  of 
our  helpless  nature  by  the  administration  of  a  simple  juice,  the  produce 
of  the  humble  poppy,  and  which  in  the  land  of  its  growth  has  obtained, 
from  the  submissive  believer  in  an  unerring  Providence,  who  has  predes- 
tined all  things,  the  name  of  '•'  Masch-Allah,"  the  gift  of  God. 

It  is  one  of  the  most  honorable  boasts  of  the  physicians  of  this  country, 
that  the  whole  medical  profession  of  Europe  acknowledges  that  they 
first  taught  the  proper  treatment  of  inflammation  by  active  blood-letting, 
and  the  cure  of  intermittent  fever  by  bark,  and  that  the  English  physi- 
cians are  likewise  to  be  venerated  as  having  first  disseminated  a  proper 
knowledge  of  the  inestimable  value,  in  the  healing  art,  of  opium  ;  and 
though  in  the  present  day  its  virtues  are  not  sufficiently  estimated,  or  the 
art  of  administering  it  is  forgotten,  Murray  of  Gottingen  has  celebrated 
the  praises  of  our  predecessors,  "  Anglorum  experientia  multas  opii  vir- 
tutes,  antea  ignotas,  in  nostrum  cognitionem  primum  pervenisse,  fateti- 
dum  est."  He  has  pointed  out  the  first  teachers  of  its  uses,  and  their 
names  mav  well  be  the  glory  of  an  intellectual  body  of  men  :  Syden- 
ham and  Morton,  Friend  and  Mead,  Pringle,  Whyte  and  Lind.  This  is 
more  particularly  to  be  noticed,  because  foreign  physicians  received  this 
drug  with  considerable  doubt,  and  by  no  means  placed  any  reliance  upon 
its  efficacy.  It  is  true  that  Plater  had  commended  it,  and  that  Sylvius 
was  loud  as  to  its  merits,  which  he  had  learnt  from  Van  Helmont,  but  to 
such  an  excess  did  he  carry  his  enthusiasm,  that  he  obtained  amongst 
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his  cotempnraries  the  name  of  "  the  Opiate."  Paracelsus  had  previous- 
ly successfully  employed  it.  Probably  these  learned  men  had  been 
somewhat  exiravaganl,  or  too  L'eneral,  in  its  praises  ;  for  until  Boerhaave, 
with  much  moderation  and  liiile  theory,  recouHnended  it,  scarcely  any 
attention  was  paid  to  it.  His  pupils,  and  amoni«;t  these  were  Van 
Swieten  and  De  Haen,  followed  their  venerated  prece|)tor  in  his  views,  and 
it  was  afttirwards  very  generally  received  and  freely  employed.  That 
Slahl  should  oppose  it,  was  not  at  all  surprising — all  novelties  in  practice 
he  regarded  with  horror.  He  was  one  of  the  school  of  bigots,  at  one 
time  the  guides  and  leaders  of  science  in  Europe,  but  of  whom  none 
remain  at  the  present  hour  ;  but  their  place  is  supplied  by  the  lovers  of 
everything  that  is  new  and  wonderful  under  the  sun,  who  try  every  new 
remedy,  and  abandon  it  with  as  much  precipitancy  as  they  at  first  em- 
braced it,  when  any  new  candidate  for  universal  reputation  as  a  panacea 
presents  itself.  Slahl  was  certainly  the  most  inflexible  opposer  of  every 
new  doctrine.  He  declaimed  against  iron,  ammonia,  mercury,  opium, 
and  bark,  which  latter  he  declared  produced  hectic  fever  in  the  thin, 
and  dropsy  in  the  fat  subjects  of  our  medical  art.  Juncker  assisted  in 
vituperating  opium,  without,  however,  diminishing  its  reputation  in  the 
eyes  of  the  candid  and  examining  physician.  I  need  scarcely  allude  to 
the  early  employment  of  opium  as  a  narcotic  medicine,  with  a  view  of 
entering  into  any  historical  disquisition  ;  you  will  find  in  Le  Clerc's  His- 
tory of  Medicine  all  that  is  necessary  to  be  known  ;  certainly,  Hippo- 
crates did  not  -use  it  as  such,  although  a  cotemporary,  Diagoras,  did. 
Celsus  appears  to  have  had  some  objections  to  the  administration  of  nar- 
cotics, and  his  descendants,  the  surgeons,  seem  to  have  inh.erited  the 
feelings  of  their  first  great  writer  ;  for,  on  looking  through  their  writings, 
you  will  be  struck  with  their  inattention  to  the  powers  of  this  drug.  It 
is  true  that,  generally  speaking,  it  is  only  within  a  few  years  they  have 
learnt  the  effect  of  general  treatment  upon  local  disease,  and  that  they 
are  beginning  to  abandon  the  use  of  instruments  on  every  occasion  ;  that 
they  have  now  a  greater  insight  into  the  employment  of  medicine  ;  and 
that,  for  instance,  in  spasmodic  stricture  of  the  urethra,  the  constant  intro- 
duction of  an  instrument,  which  has  been  the  source  of  such  large  fortunes 
to  some  individuals,  is  abandoned  for  a  healthier  and  safer  practice. 
jEtius,  Alexander  Trallian,  Paul  of  iEgina,  very  rarely  commend  opium. 
It  enters,  however,  into  the  composition  of  the  Philoniumof  ]\Jithridate, 
of  Theriaca,  of  the  pills  of  Cynoglossa.  The  Arabian  physicians  were 
well  skilled  in  its  administration. 

The  poppy  seems  to  have  been  cultivated  in  £:ardens  as  early  as  the 
days  of  Homer.  That  it  was  grown  at  Rome,  before  it  became  a  re- 
public, is  ascertained  from  the  well-known  illustration  that  Tarquin  gave 
of  his  policy,  in  cutting  off  the  heads  of  his  poppies  as  he  proposed  to 
do  those  of  his  aspiring  enemies.  It  seems  to  have  been  grown  largely 
on  the  farms  in  Italy,  for  we  find  Virgil,  in  the  Georgics,  alluding  to  it 
thus : — 

"  Xeaiion  et  lini  segetem,  et  cereale  papaver 

Tempus  humo  tegera,  et  jamdudura  incuinbere  aratro." 
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That  he  was  aware,  too,  of  its  narcotic  property,  the  following  line 
proves  : — 

"  Letha^o  psrfusa  papavera  sonino." 

But  tiie  seeds  were  the  inducement  to  carry  on  the  cultivation  of  the 
poppy.  They  seem  to  have  formed  an  article  of  food  of  no  small  im- 
portance, and  in  the  days  of  Dioscorides  they  were  thus  employed. 
This  is  also  the  case  even  to  the  present  day,  not  only  in  Persia,  in 
E;,7pt,  but  also  in  Poland,  Silesia,  Hungary,  and  even  Italy.  They  are 
formed  into  little  cakes,  or  bread  is  sprinkled  with  them.  Le  Clerc 
thinks  they  ])osses3  some  narcotic  property,  which  is  disj)ersed  by  fire; 
but  Van  Swieten  asserts  that  tiiey  have  no  such  qualil}-,  that  they  may 
be  eaten  with  im|)unity,  and  that  a  pound  may  be  made  use  of.  The 
seeds  are  bland,  inodorous,  and  of  an  agreeable  flavor,  but  the  unripe 
seeds  are  said  to  be  dangerous.  By  expression  they  yield  an  oil,  which 
has  been  used  as  a  substitute  for  butter,  without  producing  any  delete- 
rious effect.  It  is  employed  by  watch-makers  under  the  name  of  Oil 
of  Ben.  It  has  been  computed  that  each  plant  will  yield  upwards  of 
3000  seeds. 

The  white  poppy,  or  papaver  somniferum,  is  a  native  of  Asia.  It  is 
an  annual  plant,  rising  to  a  height  of  five  or  six  feet,  flowering  in  the 
month  of  July.  It  is  cultivated  to  a  very  great  extent,  for  the  pur|)Oses 
of  coumierce,  in  Asia  Minor.  We  learn,  from  the  exceedingly  interest- 
ino;,  and,  as  we  have  now  occasion  to  know,  the  very  correct  history  of 
his  travels,  given  us  by  Sir  John  Chardin,  that  even  in  the  year  1670  it 
was  cultivated  at  Afioum.  When  speaking  of  the  love  of  the  Persians 
for  o[)ium,  of  the  extravagant  follies  of  which  they  are  guilty  when  in- 
toxicated with  the  drug,  he  says  they  obtain  it  fiom  Afioum,  from  whence 
its  present  appellation  has  sprung.  His  narrative  of  the  effects  of  opium, 
his  description  of  the  cabarets  or  shops  in  which  men  of  all  ranks  and 
gradations  indulge  in  the  licentious  use  of  opium,  correspond  precisely 
with  what  is  described  at  the  present  hour.  In  the  territory  of  Afioum 
Kara  Hissar,  and  throughout  the  whole  of  that  pachalik,  and  in  the 
neighboring  provinces,  the  poppy  is  the  great  object  of  culture,  and  of 
laborious  attention.  Within  the  last  four  years,  the  government  has  un- 
fortunately monopolized  the  commerce,  which  was  previously  free. 
There  is,  however,  an  immense  contraband  trade  carried  on,  and  there 
is  no  deficiency  in  the  supply  either  of  the  Oriental  or  European  markets. 

During  the  last  session  of  the  Institute  of  France,  a  very  interesting 
memoir  was  read  in  the  Academie  des  Sciences,  from  Mon.  Texier.  He 
received,  whilst  at  Constantinople,  an  invitation  from  the  Mousselim  to 
visit  Afioum  Kara  Hissar,  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  celebrated 
poppy-farms;  He  determined  to  avail  himself  of  an  opportunity  which 
has  been  rarely  offered  to  a  scientific  traveller.  He  accordingly  arrived 
there  on  the  '2d  of  July,  just  at  the  moment  which  is  interesting  to  a 
medical  man.  He  spent  four  days  there,  and  examined  very  minutely 
the  mode  of  cultivation  and  of  incision.  He  describes,  in  his  disserta- 
tion, the  geological  formation  of  the  country,  and  its  general  aspect, 
which  is  that  of  an  extinct  volcano.  There  is  throughout  the  tract  of 
country  a  great  variety  of  soil,  nor  does  it  appear,  from  his  observatioDS, 


8  Opium. 

that  the  poppy  requires  any  peculiar  condition  of  land  ;  the  temperature 
is  at  no  lime  very  higli,  and  llie  snow  often  remains  on  the  earth  for  some 
months.  He  gives  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  poppy  would  well  bear  the 
temperature  of  France,  and  be  equally  productive.  The  great  injury  to 
wliich  the  crop  is  liable  is  from  rain,  which,  should  it  occur  to  any  great 
extent  in  the  months  of  May  and  June,  would  destroy  all  the  hopes  of 
the  grower.  As  the  irrigation  does  not  depend  upon  canals,  the  varia- 
tions in  the  quality  of  opium  would  also  be  considerable  in  the  event  of 
long-coniinued  drought.  A  few  days  after  the  flower  has  fallen  off,  the 
husbandman  makes  an  incision  into  the  capsule  of  the  poppy  ;  immedi- 
ately a  white  fluid  exudes.  The  olant  is  then  left  for  a  day  and  a  night, 
during  which  exudation  goes  forward.  Each  poppy-head  gives  forth 
opium  once,  and  then  only  a  few  grains.  They  then  collect,  with  large 
knives,  the  juice,  which  has  acquired  a  brown  color.  The  first  sophisti- 
cation of  at  least  ten  which,  M.  Texier  tells  us,  it  has  to  undergo,  now 
takes  place,  for  the  peasant  takes  care  to  scrape  ofi' a  good  portion  of  the 
epidermis  of  the  poppy-head,  to  increase  the  weight  of  the  opium.  It 
is  then  not  unlike  a  viscid  jelly.  They  place  it  in  earthen  vessels,  and, 
by  way  of  keeping  up  the  proper  moisture,  they  pay  the  delicate  atten- 
tion of  spitting  into  the  jars — an  operation  which  naturally  called  forth  a 
question  from  M.  Texier,  whether  a  little  water  would  not  be  considered 
a  fair  substitute  for  the  saliva  ?  These  experienced  manipulators  very 
tranquilly  assured  him  that  the  goodness  of  the  opium  was  materially 
influenced  by  their  secretion.  The  opium  is  then  wrapped  up  in  large 
leaves,  and  in  that  state  is  sent  to  Smyrna  or  to  Constantinople.  Tiie 
seeds  of  the  poppy  that  has  thus  yielded  its  opium  are  useful  for  sowing 
in  the  following  December.  This  is  the  latest  and  best  description  of 
the  culture  of  opium.  There  are  some  accounts  of  the  growth  of  the 
poppy  and  the  mode  of  incision  in  India,  in  various  publications,  but 
they  seem  all  copied  from  each  other.  The  authority  of  Mr.  Kerr  is 
principally  depended  on.  He  estimates  the  produce  of  a  single  acre 
there  at  sixty  pounds  of  opium.  Koempfer  is  likewise  looked  upon  as 
giving  a  good  description  of  the  treatment  of  the  poppy  ;  but  the  lines 
of  old  jEniilius  Macer  appear  to  be  quite  as  descriptive  of  the  mode  of 
obtaining  opium  in  the  present  day  as  they  were  then : — 

"  Exluijus  teneris  faciunt  opium  capitelMs, 
Incisa  leviter  siimiiia  cute,  lacque  quod  inde 
Defluit,  accipiunt  cochleis,  siccumque  reservant 
Antidotis  multis  aptum,  variisque  iiiedelis." 

The  poppy  has  been  assiduously  cultivated  by  botanists,  and  by  medical 
men  in  different  parts  of  Europe,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  whether 
opium  might  not  be  obtained  from  it  equal  in  value  to  that  which  is  pro- 
cured from  the  East :  and  in  almost  all  the  various  experiments  that 
have  been  detailed,  we  learn  that  very  excellent  samples  have  been  the 
result ;  but  the  scale  on  which  these  attempts  have  been  carried  on,  is 
necessarily  so  very  limited,  that  I  hardly  think  we  have  any  right  to 
arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  it  can  be  made  an  article  of  culture,  which 
may  be  at  all  likely  to  supersede  that  which  commerce  now  brings  to  our 
doors.  Alston  succeeded  in  Edinburgh,  and  it  has  been  tried  in  Eng- 
land on  more  occasions  than  one.     In  the  year  1796,  Mr.  John  Ball,  of 
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Williton,  was  rewarded  by  the  Society  of  Arts  for  procuring  opium  In 
an  unso[)histicate(l  stale  IVoiii  Britisii  poppies.  Dr.  Latham  and  Dr. 
Pearson  pronounced  that  it  was  quite  as  efficacious  as  the  foreign  drug. 
Mr.  Jones,  at  a  later  period,  likewise  laid  before  the  Society  some  speci- 
mens of  opium  obtained  from  poppies  grown  at  Enfield,  which  was  de- 
clared by  the  committee  of  chemistry  to  be  equal  in  quality  to  the 
foreign  opium  :  to  judge,  however,  from  the  letter  which  he  laid  before 
the  Society,  he  had  to  encounter  very  considerable  difficulties,  owing  to 
the  extraordinary  rain  and  winds  which  occurred  during  the  summer  he 
was  trying  his  experiments  ;  but  be  says  this  ought  not  to  discourage 
others,  as  it  was  quite  accidental.  From  various  attempts  that  have 
been  made,  it  appears  to  me  that  our  climate  is  not  adapted  to  its  cul- 
ture, and  for  many  unsuccessful  years  one  or  two  favorable  ones  would 
not  repay  the  grower.  The  year  1817  was  remarkable  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  London  for  the  fine  appearance  of  the  poppies,  the  extract  was 
particularly  good,  and  it  was  attributed  to  the  weather  being  unusually 
clear  and  fine  ;  indeed,  from  the  second  of  June  until  the  autumn,  there 
was  a  sunny,  temperate  time,  exactly  adapted  for  vegetation,  Falk,  at 
Stockholm,  Haller,  at  Gottingen,  Lindelstoffe,  at  Caristadt,  have  given 
to  us  the  result  of  their  observations  ;  they  all  of  them  have  raised  the  pop- 
py in  their  respective  gardens,  have  made  the  incision,  obtained  opium, 
and  used  it  in  medicine  successfully.  At  Naples  they  seem  to  have 
been  very  sanguine,  and  to  have  expected  to  have  been  able  to  make 
their  experiments  subservient  to  the  supply  of  the  country.  Tenore  and 
Savery  took  considerable  interest  in  it.  In  Sicily,  Prestandrea  superin- 
tended the  cultivation,  and  describes  a  very  useful  instrument  with  which 
be  made  the  incision:  his  facts  and  experiments  are  detailed  in  the  "  Gi- 
ornali  di  Scienza. 

The  two  principal  varieties  of  the  drug  which  find  their  way  into  our 
market,  are  t!ie  Turkish  and  the  Egyptian.  The  Indian  comes  here  oc- 
casionally, but  the  greater  part  of  it  is  sent  to  China.  1  have  likewise 
seen  other  sorts,  but  they  are  rather  in  the  cabinets  of  the  curious  than 
articles  of  common  occurrence,  such  as  the  Persian,  in  long  cylindrical 
rolls. 

Of  the  Turkish  and  the  Egyptian,  the  first  is  by  far  the  best,  and  its 
price  is  higher,  usually  about  four  shillings  a  pound  dearer,  and  it  is  su- 
perior in  all  its  qualities.  It  comes  to  us  in  round,  or  oval,  flat  pieces, 
and  generally  some  leaves,  either  of  tobacco,  or  of  some  species  of  rumex, 
adhere  to  it.  You  may  judge  of  its  quality  by  its  weight,  and  by  its 
characteristic  odor;  but  you  must  likewise  be  aware,  that  to  increase  its 
weight  the  exporters  add  all  kinds  of  rubbish,  sometimes  marble  dust, 
leaden  bullets,  stones,  and  copper  coins.  Good  opium  is  very  plastic, 
and  on  feeling  it  you  should  examine  whether  there  are  any  hardened 
masses,  for  it  should  be  equally  soft  and  yielding  at  all  parts.  None  is 
good  but  what  is  perfectly  soluble  in  water.  Occasionally,  more  par- 
ticularly in  the  Egyptian  variety,  there  is  a  hard  glutenous  mass,  which 
becomes  still  harder  by  keeping,  and  is  scarcely  to  be  dissolved  in  cold 
water.  If  it  has  dark-brown,  or  black  patches,  if  it  has  a  sweet,  mawk- 
ish taste,  and  has   rather  an  empyreumatic  odor,  it  is  not  good.      The 
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adulterations  and  sophistications  are  very  numerous.  Aloes,  with  ex- 
tract of  belladonna,  or  hemlock;  gum  arabic,  or  tragacanth,  with  extract 
of  lettuce  ;  extract  of  poppies,  or  liquorice,  all  are  substituted,  and  some- 
times even  the  dun^  of  sheep  and  oxen. 

Few  subjects  have  excited  amongst  medical  men  greater  attention 
than  the  labors  of  the  chemist  to  ascertain  in  what  particular  part  of  a 
plant  its  virtues  reside,  and  by  analysis  to  obtain  it  from  the  bodies 
with  which  it  is  united.  In  some  instances  it  has  led  to  most  important 
and  valuable  accessions  to  our  science,  and  placed  in  our  hands  new  in- 
struments by  which  we  can  conibat  disease  ;  but,  again,  some  bad  effects 
have  arisen  out  of  these  discoveries;  there  lias  been  a  want  of  imiformi- 
ty  in  the  various  [)reparations,  and  there  has  been  no  inquiry  conducted 
on  clear  and  just  principles,  which  would  enable  the  whole  profession 
to  for(n  a  sound  and  wholesome  judgment.  One  man  announces  in  one 
of  the  most  active  poisons,  a  salutary  and  useful  remedy,  but  no  one  else 
finds  himself  equally  successful,  and  this  is  owing  to  the  different  pro- 
cesses pursued  in  obiaining  it.  Again;  chen;ists  have  appeared  before 
the  public  before  the  complete  analysis  of  a  vegetable  has  been  obtained  ; 
they  have  fancied  each  stage  of  that  analysis  the  end  of  the  journey ; 
and  the  consequence  has  been,  that  there  appears  to  be  a  multiplicity  of 
discoveries,  which  turn  out,  after  all,  to  be  merely  unfinished  inquiries. 
Soirie  short  time  since,  the  ultimate  analysis  of  o[)ium  was  pronounced 
to  have  proved  the  existence  of  three  bodies  only,  morphine,  narcotine, 
and  meconic  acid,  as  the  peculiar  principles:  the  list  has  now  swelled 
up  to  twelve.  It  forcibly  reminds  us  of  the  language  which  that  obser- 
vant chemist.  Sir  Humphrey  Davy,  has  made  use  of,  nor  can  one  be 
surprised  that  his  sagacity  and  high  intellect  saw  the  ridicule  such  a 
state  of  chemical  science  must  excite  ;  he  has  placed  the  following  sen- 
tence in  the  mouth  of  one  of  the  persons  in  a  dialogue,  in  the  Consola- 
tions in  Travel,  or  the  Last  Days  of  a  Philosopher  :  "  I  once  began  to  at- 
tend a  course  of  chemical  lectures,  and  to  read  the  journals  containing 
the  ephemeral  productions  of  the  science  ;  1  was  dissatisfied  with  the 
nature  of  the  evidence  which  that  professor  adopted  in  his  demonstra- 
tions, and  disgusted  with  the  series  of  observations  and  experiments 
which  were  brought  forward  one  month  to  be  overturned  in  the  next  ;  in 
November  there  was  a  zingiberic  acid,  which  was  in  January  show-n  to 
have  no  existence  at  all ;  one  year  there  was  a  vegetable  acid,  which 
was  shown  to  be  the  same  as  an  acid  known  thirty  years  ago;  to-day  a 
man  was  celebrated  for  having  discovered  a  new^  metal,  or  a  new  alkali,, 
and  they  all  flourished  like  the  scenes  in  a  new  pantomime."  In  tracing 
the  steps  which  have  led  to  the  analysis  of  opium,  which  is  now  received 
as  the  correct  one,  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  at  all  advantageous  to  you 
to  detail  any  of  the  circumstances  which  are  known  previous  to  the  year 
18l)3.  From  the  days  of  Neumann,  up  to  that  period,  almost  all  the 
experiments  that  were  made  were  crude,  ill-digested,  and  produced  no 
good  effect.  All  the  practical  purposes  to  which  opium  could  be  applied 
were  investigated  with  great  labor  and  with  tri'eat  assiduity  ;  but  although 
the  medical  men  who  employed  it  were  anxious  to  obtain  every  informa- 
tion, they   do  not  seem   to  have   understood  upon  what  principle   they 
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should  direct  their  inquiries.  IVutnerous  are  the  persons  I  could  men- 
tion to  you  who  have  written  on  the  subject,  and  to  whom  you  may  wish 
to  refer ;  amongst  these,  Wedelius,  Dr.  Crumpe,  Jones,  Le  Mort,  Buch- 
ner,  and  Crell,  are  principally  to  be  enumerated. 

(To  be  continued.) 


M.  LISFRANC'S   TREATMENT  OF   WHITE   SWELLINGS. 

A  WHITE  swelling  is  defined  by  M.  Lisfranc  to  be  a  chronic  enlarge- 
meni  of  a  joint.  He  does  not  attempt,  as  Sir  B.  Brodie  has  done,  to 
classify  diseases  of  articulations  according  to  the  tissue  which  is  prima- 
rily affected.  Even  when  tlie  extreme  mobility  of  the  joint  proves  that 
the  ligaments  are  destroyed,  or  when  on  bending  the  joint,  a  grating 
sound  is  heard  as  if  two  surfaces  rubbed  together,  he  does  not  consider 
amputation  indispensable.  The  most  dangerous  white  swelling  is  a  tu- 
mor which  gives  on  pressure  the  sensation  of  a  spongy  tissue,  never  ac- 
quires a  very  considerable  size,  and  does  not  always  give  pain.  It  is 
formed  (as  is  ascertained  by  dissection),  of  a  reddish  substance,  like 
erectile  tissue,  in  which  there  are  granulations  analogous  to  pulmonary  tu- 
bercles. Suppuration  soon  takes  place  in  this  disease,  and  sanious  pus, 
with  portions  of  the  erectile  tissue,  escapes.  If  amputation  is  not  con- 
sented to,  M.  Lisfranc  applies  moxas,  to  endeavor  to  destroy  the  anormal 
tissue  by  inflammation. 

Treatment  of  White  Sivelli7igs. — If  there  is  any  visceral  disease^ 
either  preceding  the  local  affection  or  coming  on  during  the  cure,  M.  Lis- 
franc directs  his  attention  to  it,  and  does  not  attempt  to  cure  the  disease 
of  the  joint  ;  for  in  such  cases  he  has  found  that  a  diminution  of  the  lo- 
cal affection  was  followed  by  an  ag2;ravat!on  of  the  visceral  disease,  and 
that  the  cure  of  the  latter  relieved  llie  former  malady.  Absolute  rest  of 
the  limb  is  necessary,  in  the  position  which  will  be  most  convenient, 
should  anchylosis  take  place.  In  hip  disease,  M.  L.  fixes  the  leg  to 
prevent  luxation.  As  regards  treatment,  it  is  important  to  ascertain 
whether  the  stage  is  acute  or  chronic:  not  that  there  is  acute  infiamtna- 
tion  of  the  joint,  but  rather  the  stat»;  in  which  there  is  increased  heat  of 
skin,  and  permanent  or  remittent  pain,  which  may  be  called  sub-inflam- 
mation, in  this  stage  local  bleeding  is  beneficial,  regard  being  had  to 
the  strength  of  the  patient  and  to  the  effect  of  depletion  upon  the  con- 
stitution :  thus,  in  scrofulous  and  debilitated  subjects,  from  twelve  to  fif- 
teen leeches  should  be  applied,  and,  if  the  patient  is  strong,  from  forty 
to  fifty.  In  general  the  blood  should  be  allowed  to  flow  for  two  hours. 
If  the  pain  and  heat  continue,  twenty  more  should  be  applied  the  next 
day,  or  the  day  after  that.  If  great  debility  is  produced,  poultices  and 
tepid  baths  are  had  recourse  to,  or  narcotic  applications,  if  (he  pain  is  in- 
creased. When  the  powers  are  invigorated,  leeches  should  be  re-ap- 
plied until  the  tumor  goes  into  the  complete  chronic  stage.  This  may 
be  after  six  weeks,  or  even  after  as  many  months.  The  return  of  the 
sub-acute  symptoms  requires  leeches.     M.  Lisfranc  has  employed  calo* 
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niel  and  opium  so  as  to  produce  rapid  salivation,  but  not  with  much  suc- 
cess :  in  the  chronic  stage  lie  has  not  been  more  fortunate,  but  he  intends 
to  make  more  experiments  with  this  medicine.  When  the  chronic  stage 
is  fully  established,  and  has  at  least  existed  eight  or  ten  days,  INI.  Lis- 
franc  employs  excitants.  He  considers  that  a  few  leeches  determine  a 
flow  of  blood  to  the  part,  and  he  therefore  applies  from  four  to  ten,  and 
allows  them  to  bleed  half  or  three  quarters  of  an  hour.  In  some  cases 
there  is  a  diminution  of  the  tumor  the  next  day  :  it  may,  however,  be 
increased  in  size,  but  this  is  generally  temporary.  If  after  six  or  eight 
days  there  is  no  improvement,  the  leeches  must  be  repeated  ;  but  if,  af- 
ter two  or  three  applications,  the  symptoms  do  not  yield,  other  means 
must  be  used.  If  there  is  any  diminution,  from  five  to  ten  leeches  should 
be  applied  every  eight  or  ten  days. 

Indiscriminate  compression  is  bad  ;  but,  when  the  tumor  is  soft  and 
(Edematous,  it  may  succeed.  If  there  is  any  probability  of  its  repro- 
ducing the  inflammation,  a  simple  roller  should  be  first  applied  :  subse- 
quently, stronger  compression  should  be  made  by  means  of  cones  of 
agaric,  two  inches  in  height,  with  their  bases  resting  en  the  tumor,  and 
the  mass  passing  at  least  half  an  inch  beyond  the  swelling  in  its  whole 
circumference.  These  are  to  be  fixed  with  a  roller.  This  compression 
should  be  continued  for  three  months  after  the  tumor  is  apparently  cured, 
gradually  diminishing  the  pressure.  Kneading  the  joint  previously  to 
compression  is  useful  in  obstinate  cases. 

The  actual  cautery  is  remarkably  beneficial  when  the  tumor  is  so 
chronic  that  no  pain  is  produced  on  walking.  Hydriodate  of  potash, 
rubbed  in  externally,  is  the  form  of  iodine  which  ]\i.  Lisfranc  likes,  and 
he  only  employs  it  in  very  chronic  cases.  Douche  baths  of  all  sorts, 
blisters,  moxas,  and  setons,  are  sometimes  useful :  their  effects  must  be 
carefully  watched.  After  the  patient  is  cured,  exercise  should  be  taken 
very  cautiously  and  gradually. — Revue  Medicale. 


REPORT  ON  HERNIA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  often  asked  by  my  professional  brethren,  when 
we  inight  expect  the  long-looked-for  ultimate  Report  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Society,  on  Hernia.  In  reply,  I  send  you 
an  extract  of  a  letter  received  by  me,  from  Dr.  Coates,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee,  in  answer  to  a  similar  inquiry  from  myself.  Perhaps  your 
readers  would  wish  its  transfer  to  your  pages. 

Very  respectfully, 
Boston,  Jan.  29, 1837.  E.  W.  Leach. 

"  My  Dear  Sir, — The  Committee  on  Hernia  have  held  several  meet- 
ings within  the  last  three  weeks,  with  a  view  to  the  presentation  of  an 
ultimate  Report,  which  must  be  read  prior  to  the  26th  of  February 
next.     I  am  urging  this  investigation  to  a  conclusion  as  rapidly  as  cir- 
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cumstances  will  permit,  and  the  public  may  expect  the  result  in  the  May 
Number  of  the  Ainerican  Journal. 

"In  the  mean  time  I  could  not  attempt  the  statement  of  facts,  even  in 
the  brief  manner  you  propose,  without  a  very  inconvenient  sacrifice  of 
time  ;  but  it  will  be  perfectly  safe  for  you  to  state,  to  all  inquiring  friends, 
that  the  weight  of  evidence  proving  the  entire  success  of  the  trusses  of 
Dr.  Chase,  will  be  very  considerable — that  the  proofs  of  the  inaccuracy 
of  the  original  docti'ine  of  cure  by  condensation  will  be  numerous — that 
the  doctrine  contained  in  my  letter,  published  in  Chase's  work,  will  be 
fully  borne  out — that  the  ring  of  the  affected  side,  in  cases  of  cure,  is 
often  temporarily,  and  probably  sometimes  permanently,  more  secure 
than  that  of  the  opposite  side,  in  inguinal  hernia — that  the  pro|)ortion 
of  curable  cases  exceeds  all  previous  calculations,  and  that  the  Commit- 
tee were  wrong  in  their  preliniinary  report,  when  they  so  roundly  con- 
demned the  use  of  trusses  in  cases  affecting  infants.  In  all  things  relat- 
ing to  this  question  the  Comniittee  have  acted  without  fear  or  favor,  and 
may  safely  lay  claim  to  that  degree  of  candor  which  would  warrant  the 
compliment  implied  in  the  conclusion  of  your  letter.  I  feel  exceedingly 
happy  in  being  able  to  continue  in  connection  with  them  through  the 
whole  course  of  the  investigation,  having  been,  till  recently,  fearful  that 
the  Southern  Expedition  might  arrest  me  in  the  midst  of  the  labor. 

I  would  gladly  communicate  more  information  on  the  subject,  did  time 
permit.  I  am,  Sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obt.  servt. 

Reynell  Coaxes. 

E.   W.  Leach,  M.D.,  Boston. 


REMARKS  ON  ITINERANTS. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 
NO.    III. MERCURY. 

We  never  see  a  person,  good,  bad,  or  indifferent,  and  the  remark  is  fre- 
quently made,  who  has  not  some  friends.  "  Mercury,"  as  those  who  are 
opposed  to  its  use  call  the  various  preparations  used  as  medicine,  has  its 
friends,  and  I  arn  willing  to  be  ranked  as  one  of  them.  Though  anathe- 
matized by  quacks  and  their  unconscious  dupes,  it  is  a  valuable  medicine, 
and  could  not  well  be  dispensed  with  in  general  practice.  By  those 
persons  it  is  asserted  to  be  a  poisoner  of  the  blood  ;  but  there  is  more 
evidence  of  its  being  a  purifier  than  a  poisoner  of  this  important  fluid. 
When  a  person  is  afflicted  with  an  obstinate  humor,  the  common  suppo- 
sition is  that  the  blood  is  in  a  bad  state.  Mercury,  in  some  form,  is  the 
best  remedy  of  anything  which  has  been  discovered.  Syphilis  is  sup- 
posed to  poison  the  blood.  There  is,  in  all  varieties  of  this  disease,  no 
certain  specific  but  mercury,  and  this  seldom  fails.  In  affections  of  the 
liver,  which  with  much  propriety  may  be  said  to  injure  the  blood,  mer- 
cury is  generally  the  best  remedy  that  can  be  administered. 

By  its  susceptibility  to  operate  upon  every  viscus  and  every  gland,  it 
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may  almost  be  said  to  be  a  universal  purifier.  When  the  bowels  are 
loaded  with  impurities,  it  very  readily  evacuates  ihem.  Wlien  the  stom- 
ach wants  cleaiisin;2;,  as  it  is  often  called,  it  is  more  effectually  operated 
upon  when  calomel  is  used  in  combination  with  some  other  emetic.  In 
combination  with  diaphoretics,  it  operates  upon  the  skin,  producing  a 
most  salutary  diaphoresis.  The  biliary  vessels  are  more  effectually  emp- 
tied by  calomel  than  they  possibly  can  be  by  anything  else.  Even  the 
salivary  glands,  much  to  the  sorrow  of  the  patient,  if  not  to  the  physi- 
cian, are  very  sensibly,  perhaps  too  sensibly,  operated  upon  by  mercury. 
In  fact  it  operates  upon  every  part,  and  all  other  medicines  belonging  to 
the  Materia  Medica  cannot  be  made  to  effect  so  many  salutary  purposes 
as  this  abused  and  despised  article.  It  has,  to  speak  figuratively,  a  sort 
of  soponaceous  quality,  calculated  to  cleanse  every  part.  I  have  used  it 
in  several  thousand  cases,  and  were  I  put  upon  my  oath  to  testify 
whether  it  had  done  good  in  every  case,  I  could  not  pick  out  a  single 
case  where  it  had  done  hurt,  or  left  the  system  injuriously  affected  at  any 
time  afterwards. 

One  case  in  which  I  used  it  was  that  of  a  little  girl,  five  years  of  age, 
so  interesting  on  account  of  her  beauty  that  she  might  with  propriety 
be  compared  to  a  rose  bud.  I  used  it  after  all  other  remedies  had  failed, 
in  doses  of  a  teaspoonful  heaped  up,  once  in  six  hours,  for  a  week,  as  a 
vermifuge.  The  result  was,  the  worms  (tasnia)  were  expelled,  to  the 
ahuost  incredible  number  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  ;  restoration 
to  perfect  health  followed,  and  she  has  since  grown  to  maturity  and  is 
now  an  amiable  young  lady  of  exquisite  beauty. 

In  two  cases  of  melancholy,  occasioned  by  hepatic  affection,  mercury 
effected  a  cure,  when  many  other  reuiedies  which  had  been  resorted  to 
produced  no  benefit.  In  the  most  violent  case  of  mania  I  ever  saw,  after 
making  use  of  all  the  more  coaunon  remedies  to  no  purpose,  I  gave 
calomel,  first  in  large  doses  to  produce  catharsis,  and  then  in  small  ones, 
often  repeated,  to  produce  ptyalism,  and  effected  a  cure.  A  very  re- 
markable feature  in  this  case  was  the  state  of  the  skin.  Without  being 
affected  with  any  supernatural  heat,  it  was  dry,  husky,  and  scaly.  The 
scales  were  large,  sharp-edged,  exhibiting,  when  the  patient  was  enraged, 
a  bristling  and  erect  form,  reminding  one  of  the  quills  of  a  porcupine. 
This  affection  was  perfectly  changed  by  the  calomel,  ancl  the  skin  assumed 
the  pliability  and  softness  of  a  little  child's.  When  the  glands  were  re- 
stored to  a  healthful  slate,  the  mania  was  perfectly  removed,  and  since 
that  period,  which  wjs  three  years  ago,  the  patient  has  remained  hale 
in  body  and  mind. 

From  the  prejudice  existing  against  mercury,  and  from  its  liabilitv  to 
affect  the  glands  when  this  is  not  desired,  1  use  it  at  no  time  when  any- 
thing else  will  answer  as  well  ;  and  never,  unless  the  patient  or  his 
friends  are  willing.  Like  fire,  water,  and  everything  else  which  has 
been  subsidized  to  useful  purposes,  it  may  do  hurt,  and  ought  not  to 
be  resorted  to  by  those  who  fio  not  well  understand  their  profession  ; 
and   not   by  those   who  do,  when   anything  else  will  do  as  well. 

All  that  is  designed  or  intended  by  these   remarks  is   the  removal   of 
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the  prt'iudlces  which  ignorance  and  empiricism  have  propagated  and  fixed 
upon  the  minds  of  well-meaning  people.  One  thing  is  desirable  in  re- 
gard to  it,  and  that  is,  that  its  effects  upon  the  salivary  vessels  could  be 
prevented  when  desired  ;  but  then  it  would  be  too  valuable  a  medicine 
ibr  mortals  to  enjoy. 


PATHOLOGY   AND   TREATMENT   OF   DYSENTERY. 

[The  following  observations  on  the  pathology  and  treatment  of  this  dis- 
ease are  from  the  pen  of  J.  G.  Davey,  M.R.C.S.L.,  and  are  copied 
from  a  late  foreign  journal.] 

The  prevailing  notion  is,  that  dysentery  essentially  consists  in  an 
inflanunation  of  the  mucous  meu.brane  of  the  intestines,  more  particu- 
larly the  large  intestines.  This  condition  is  looked  on  as  the  cause  of 
the  symptoms  of  the  disease,  and  the  treatment  is  directed  to  the  re- 
moval of  inflammatory  action.  In  protracted  examples  of  the  disease 
there  are  to  be  met  with  undoubted  evidences  of  the  existence  of  in- 
flammation, and  inspection,  post-mortem,  very  unequivocally  demon- 
strates its  usual  disorganizing  effects  ;  but  I  feel  disposed  to  look  on  the 
phlegmon  of  the  mucous  tunic  of  the  alimentary  canal  as  the  result  of  a 
continued  and  efficient  cause,  operating  locally. 

The  presence  of  acrid,  unwholesome,  and  indigestible  substance  in 
the  prima  via  excites  an  undue  and  irregular  peristaltic  action  of  the 
muscular  coat  of  the  intestines,  accompanied  with  increased  secretion, 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  ofF  the  offending  matter,  and  thus  allowing 
the  parts  concerned  to  re-acquire  their  normal  condition.  Such  are  na- 
ture's efforts  to  relieve  herself,  and  in  some  mild  cases  it  is  possible  that 
she  will  succeed  without  any  medicinal  interference,  but,  in  the  greater 
number  of  cases,  the  symptoms  will  become  aggravated.  There  wili 
be  a  tr  ublesome  diarrhoea,  loss  of  appetite,  and  general  indisposition, 
which,  after  continuing  for  a  few  days  unrelieved,  or  being  unattended  to, 
will  often  be  succeeded  by  those  of  a  dysenteric  character.  In  the  ma- 
jority of  cases,  at  the  conmiencement,  there  will  be  little  or  no  febrile 
disturbance  of  the  system,  or  local  pain.  If  the  abdomen  be  examined, 
no  unusual  sensibility  of  its  parietes,  or  increased  temperature,  will  be 
found.  In  those  cases  where  the  quality  of  the  ingesta  has  been  of  a 
highly  offensive  and  irritating  character,  the  symptoms  will  be  propor- 
tionately severe,  even  at  their  approach,  and  will,  in  a  very  short  timey 
assume  all  the  characters  of  acute  dysentery.  An  untimely  saline,  or  a 
drastic  jmrgative,  1  have  known  to  establish,  very  quickly,  the  severest 
type  of  the  disease  ;  and  thus  are  we  led  to  trace  the  analogous  effects- 
of  different  irritants  on  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  intestines. 

The  treatment  which  I  have  so  succe.ssfully  adopted  in  a  great  number 
of  cases  of  acute  dysentery  has  been  this  :  On  my  first  seeing  uiy  pa- 
tient I  direct  the  foilowing'fornuila.  R.  Powder  opium,  half  a  scruple; 
blue  pill,  six  grains  ;  tartarized  antimony,  one  grain  ;  mix.  Make  six 
pills,  of  which  one  is  to  be  taken   every   alternate  hour,  in  verysevere 
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cases — more  commonly  every  four  or  six  hours,  and  never  without  the 
greatest  benefit.  If  the  tenesmus,  or  strangury,  be  very  urgent,  an 
oj)iate  suppository,  or  an  enema,  may  be  prescribed,  with  much  advan- 
tage. After  some  hours  the  patient  will  invariably  express  himself  as 
being  much  relieved,  and  at  this  time  he  may  very  properly  take  a  tea- 
spoonful  or  two  of  the  milk  of  siiljihur,  or  a  small  dose  of  castor  oil. 
The  sulphur  I  have  found  to  answer  the  purpose  better  than  any  other 
medicine.  A  moderate  perseverance  for  a  couple  or  three  days,  with 
these  means,  I  have  invariably  found  sufficient  for  every  purpose. 

The  daily  administration  of  a  mild  laxative  is  higlily  necessary  and  ju- 
dicious, throughout  the  course  of  the  disease,  in  order  to  excite  the  func- 
tions of  the  excreting  organs,  and  to  evacuate  such  morbid  secretions  as 
may  have  collected. 

That  the  pathology  of  dysentery,  in  its  early  stage,  embraces  some- 
thing else  tiian  inflammation,  is  established,  1  think,  by  an  unprejudiced 
review  of  its  symptoms,  and  by  the  particular  treatment  above  specified 
being  so  singularly  efficacious,  which  few  would  consider  as  other  than 
extremely  unlikely  to  combat  acute  inflammatory  action,  occurring  in  any 
portion  of  the  intestinal  canal. 

\{  the  disease  have  been,  from  its  commencement,  unattended  to,  or 
ill-treated,  we  shall  then  speedily  find  inflammatory  action  set  up  within 
the  abdomen,  and  which,  if  not  subdued,  will  lead  to  incurable  disorgani- 
zation of  structure. 
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THE   BOSTON   MEDICAL  AND   SURGICAL   JOURNAL. 

With  this  number  commences  the  sixteenth  volume  of  this  medical 
periodical.  By  untiring  industry  on  our  ovvn  part,  and  the  kindness  of 
those  who  have  extended  a  fostering  patronage,  we  confess,  with  deep 
feelings  of  gratitude,  that  success  attends  our  labors.  The  Journal  is 
without  a  competitor  in  New  England,  and  circulates  widely  over  the 
United  States,  and  in  other  countries.  It  has  been  a  point  of  aml)ition 
with  us  to  live  on  good  terms  with  other  Journalists,  and,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, make  these  pages  the  vehicle  of  useful  intelligence,  rather  than  the 
field  of  warfare.  From  a  disposition  to  avoid  controversy,  we  occasion- 
ally disappoint  those,  who,  with  the  most  honest  intentions,  would  involve 
us  in  endless  disputations,  entirely  subversive  of  all  harmony  in  the  pro- 
fession. Others,  delighting  more  in  the  fierce  exhibitions  of  excited  pas- 
sion, have  found  but  little  here  to  gratily  their  morbid  cravinus.  But  the 
candid  practitioner  of  medicine,  it  is  believed,  has  sulTered  no  disappoint- 
ment either  in  the  amount  or  character  of  the  leading  articles  with  which 
he  has  been  regularly  served  for  a  succession  of  years.  We  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  the  Journal  is,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  de- 
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signed  to  be  a  record  of  medical  and  surgical  facts.  It  is  the  medium 
through  which  the  profession  may  interchange  sentiments  and  publish  the 
results  of  their  experience. 

We  respectfully  solicit  a  continuance  of  those  favors  which  have  emi- 
nently contributed  to  raise  the  Journal  from  puny  infancy  to  strength  and 
vigor.  Those  who  have  contemplated  opening  a  subscription,  will  now 
find  it  a  convenient  time  to  commence  it  ;  and  to  that  end  extra  copies  of 
the  new  volume  will  be  printed,  in  order  to  accommodate  new  subscribers 
with  perfect  sets. 


COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS  AND  SURGEONS,  WESTERN  DISTRICT,  N.  Y- 

This  institution  has  been  gradually  growing  in  favor,  till  it  takes  a  rank 
with  the  best  medical  schools  of  the  interior,  in  this  country.  There 
were  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  students  the  late  term — a  truly  formi- 
dable number,  compared  with  some  of  the  catalogues  lying  before  us 
from  several  other  colleges  located  in  great  and  flourishing  cities,  where 
the  advantages  for  studying  anatomy  and  o[)erative  surgery  are  vastly  su- 
perior. Our  old  friend  Dr.  De  La  Mater  still  continues  to  lecture  :  he 
is  an  indefatigable  man,  and  has  given  direct  prosperity  to  every  medical 
college  with  which  he  has  ever  been  connected.  For  the  information  of 
those  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  mode  of  commencing  the  practice  of 
physic  in  the  State  of  TSew  York,  the  following  extracts  from  the  Revised 
Statutes  are  here  introduced. 

It  will  bo  perceived  that  no  degree  or  license  granted  by  any  authority 
out  of  that  State,  will  entitle  the  person  holding  it,  to  practise  Physic  or 
Surgery  in  the  State. 

1.  The  thirteenth  section  of  title  seventh  of  chapter  fourteenth  of  the 
first  part  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  is  hereby  amended,  so  that  it  shall  read 
as  follows  : 

No  student,  who  has  attended  one  or  more  courses  of  medical  lectures, 
shall  be  admitted  to  an  examination  by  any  Medical  Society,  except  ot  the 
county  in  which  he  shall  have  pursued  his  medical  studies  for  four  months 
immediately  preceding  his  attendance  upon  his  last  course  of  lectures,  or 
by  the  Censors  of  the  State  Medical  Society. 

2.  The  seventeenth  section  of  said  title  seventh,  is  hereby  amended,  so 
that  it  shall  read  as  follows  : 

No  person  coming  from  another  state  or  country,  shall  practsie  physic 
or  surgery  in  this  State,  until  he  shall  have  been  examined  and  licensed 
by  the  Censors  of  the  State  Medical  Society. 

4.  This  act  sliall  take  efTect  immediately  after  its  passage. 

The  State  Medical  Society,  at  its  session  in  February,  1836,  passed 
the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  no  medical  student  shall  be  received  for  examination  by 
the  Censors  of  the  State  or  County  Medical  Societies,  until  he  shall  have 
furnished  certificates  of  having  studied  the  full  time  prescribed  by  law, 
authenticated  by  the  aflfidavit  of  his  preceptor  or  preceptors,  or  in  its  ab- 
sence, by  his  own  affidavit. 

Resolved,  That  when  a  student  has  attended  lectures,  he  furnish  a  cer- 
tificate from  the  College  in  which  he  attended,  that  he  has  attended  a  full 
course,  or  if  not  a  full  course,  the  extent  of  his  attendance  ;  and  that  his 
attendance  has  been  regular,  and  his  conduct  and  character  as  a  student, 
proper  and  respectable. 
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The  late  Dr.  Fish,  of  Worcester. — It  is  due  to  the  memory  of  tliis 
venerable  man,  whose  death  was  recently  announced,  that  some  bio- 
graphical memoir  of  his  life  should  be  furnished  for  the  Journal.  Those 
who  enjoyed  a  personal  acquaintance  with  him,  would  be  the  best  quali- 
fied to  collect  soniethintT  worth  preservation,  illustrative  of  his  lile  and 
professional  character.  As  Worcester  had  been  his  place  of  residence  a 
great  number  of  years,  some  of  his  professional  brethren  there  Wijuld  confer 
a  tavor  by  communicating  sjch  facts  as  could  be  conveniently  obtained. 
The  physicians  of  revolutionary  days,  whose  strnirgles  and  privations 
were  altogether  more  trying  than  any  hardships  which  are  now  exjieri- 
enced,  should  not  be  forgotten.  The  army  surgeons  of  the  olden  time 
are  disappearing,  a  (ew  only  remain  ;  and  ten  years,  at  the  farthest,  will 
proljably  deprive  us  of  those  who  are  now  living.  Dr.  TImcher,  of  Ply- 
mouth, who  was  present  at  the  e.\ecution  of  JMajor  Andre,  is  between 
eighty-Hve  and  six  years  of  age. 


Mass.  General  Hospital. — The  operation  at  the  hospital  on  Saturday 
last  was  for  cancer  of  the  breast.  The  patient  was  a  single  woman,  thir- 
ty-eight years  of  age — her  occupation  that  of  a  milliner.  For  many 
years  past  she  has  been  subject  to  a  derangement  of  the  alimentary  canal, 
and  to  occasional  attacks  of  dyspnoea.  A  year  since  she  was  attacked 
with  a  sharji  darting  pain  in  the  upper  part  of  the  right  manmia,  which 
she  attributed  at  the  time,  to  some  affection  of  the  organs  within  the  chest. 
Very  shortly  after  this  period,  however,  a  small,  hard,  well-defined  tumor, 
about  the  size  of  a  hazel  nut,  made  its  appearance  in  the  upper  part  of 
the  breast,  at  the  spot  where  the  pain  had  been  most  severe.  The  disease 
has  gradually  increased  until  the  whole  breast  has  become  affected.  At 
present  the  breast  appears  to  be  about  a  third  larger  than  that  of  the  left 
side,  of  a  scirrhous  hardness,  and  surrounded  by  a  great  induration  of  the 
cellular  substance.  The  nipple  is  slightly  retracted.  The  pain  which 
the  patient  experienced  at  the  commencement  of  the  disease  has  continu- 
ed, with  greater  or  less  intensity,  to  the  present  time. 

Dr.  Hayward  removed  the  breast  by  two  semicircular  incisions.  The 
breast  being  dissected  up  from  the  pectoral  muscle,  it  was  found  neces- 
sary to  remove  portions  of  cellular  membrane,  which  had  become  much 
indurated  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  disease.  The  dissection  was  car- 
ried almost  up  into  the  axilla — the  glands,  however,  at  this  point  did  not 
seem  to  have  been  affected.  One  or  two  small  arteries  required  a  liga- 
ture— and  the  wound  was  brought  together  by  adhesive  straps. 

Upon  cutting  into  the  diseased  breast,  the  gland  and  surrounding  cel- 
lular substance  had  equally  assumed  the  appearance  usually  presented  by 
scirrhus.  These  parts,  however,  were  interspersed  by  small  portions  of 
healthy  texture.  IVo  ulcerations  had  yet  anywhere  taken  place  in  the 
diseased  mass. 


Hino;ham  Insane  Asylum. — The  profession  is  respectfully  informed  that 
Dr.  Gordon,  of  Hingham,  has  opened  a  Boarding  House  for  the  Insane, 
in  that  town.  The  house  is  nearly  new,  and  is  well  arranged  for  its  pre- 
sent purpose.  Its  situation  is  retired  and  salubrious.  Individuals  espe- 
cially, whose  conditions  do  not  require  them  to  be  constantly  confined, 
would  be  agreeably  situated   at  this  house.     Suitable  carriages  and  at- 
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tendants  will  be  provided.     Applications   may  be    made  to  Dr.  Gordon  at 
Hiiigham,  or  to  Dr.  Charles  Gordon,  No.  6  Winter  street,  Boston. 


Vermont  Academij  of  Medicine. — The  next  lecture  term  commences  on 
the  second  'Jliursday  of  March,  at  Castleton.  We  advise  all  ptndenfs 
who  are  not  otherwise  particularly  engaged,  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
advantages  oi"  this  quiet  and  meritorious  medical  school. 


Vaccinafion. — The  City  of  Bangor  has  set  a  noble  example  to  all  other 
cities,  in  the  energy  with  which  this  important  matter  has  been  conducted 
—  having  expended  more  than  nine  hundred  dollars  for  (he  security  of  the 
poor.  The  true  principles  of  economy,  separate  from  all  considerations  of 
a  philanthr(!pic  character,  should  stimulate  every  town  throughout  this 
land  of  intelligence  to  protect  its  iuhal)itants  from  that  horrible  calamity, 
smallpox.     It  must  be  done,  or  the  disease  never  can  be  eradicated. 


Cancer. — In  was  briefly  mentioned  in  the  Journal,  last  week,  that  an 
English  practitioner  had  made  use  of  the  external  application  of  soap 
liniment  and  ox-gall  in  cases  of  cancer.  This  remedy  was  suggested  by 
noticing  in  a  cancerous  patient,  who  was  also  affected  witii  occasional 
jaundice,  that  whenever  the  stools  became  white  and  the  skin  and  eyes 
yellow,  she  was  perfectly  free  from  pain.  It  occurred  to  the  practitioner 
that  if  there  was  any  connection  between  these  two  circumstances,  he 
might,  in  other  cases,  render  the  cancerous  virus  inert  by  introducing  suf- 
ficient gall  into  the  system. 


Diabetes.  —  Dr.  Peacock,  of  Darlington,  Eng.,  has  given  the  following 
prescription,  with  much  success,  in  diabetes  :  Pulv.  strycnos,  gr.  v.  ; 
ferri  prsecip.  9j.  ;  cretae  ppt.  3j.  ;  pulv.  opii,  gr.  j.  M.  ft.  pulv.  j.,  ter 
in  dies,  ex  aq.  font. 


Medical  Misceitanij. — Dr.  Fox,  master  of  the  Fort  Hill  School  in  this 
city,  saved  a  little  child  from  a  painful  operation,  the  other  day,  by  taking 
a  pin  from  its  horizontal  position,  over  the  trachea. — Edward  Tucker- 
man,  Esq.  of  Boston,  has  been  elected  President  of  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital. — Prof.  Sillirnan,  says  a  chronicler,  is  about  delivering 
lectures  on  physiology  and  anatomy,  at  Cambridge.  This  cannot  be  true, 
we  apprehend,  as  he  was  not  educated  an  anatomist. — The  medical  lec- 
tures in  Boston  have  closed. — The  second  edition  of  the  Class  Book  of 
Anatomy  is  so  nearly  exhausted  that  Mr.  Davis,  the  publisher,  will 
speedily  put  to  press  a  third  edition. — Mr.  Scudder  lately  extracted  the 
broken  point  of  a  fine  needle  from  the  eye  of  a  young  lady,  by  a  raagnet, 
far  enough  to  be  seized  with  forceps — so  say  the  papers. — Dr.  J  S.  Car- 
penter, of  Philadelphia,  has  arrived  from  France. — A  new  quack  remedy 
for  lues — called  Dr.  Maravi's  talismanic  drops — is  beginning  to  rival 
Evans's  camomile  pills — both  being  positive  remedies  for  all  human 
maladies. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  Febniaiy  4,  43.     .Males,  2.5— female?,  18. 

Old  age,  4 — marasmus,  1 — bilious,  1 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  4— asthma,  2— consumption.  .^ — rheu- 
matic, 1 — dropsy  on  t'le  chest,  1 — lung  fever,  .5— decline,  1 — infantile,  1  — disease  of  llie  heart,  1 — 
scarlet  fever,  3— child  bed,  2— canker  on  the  lungs,  1— croup,  J— pleurisy,  1— intemperance,  2— con- 
vulBJonB,  2— burn,  1— dropsy ,  l~stillborn,  2, 
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MEDICAL  TUITION. 

The  subscribers  have  recently  made  some  additional  arrangements  for  the  instruction  of  medical 
students.  A  suitable  room  is  provided,  as  heretofore,  for  the  use  of  the  pupils  ;  the  necessary  books 
are  supplied;  and  a  systematic  course  of  study  is  recommended,  ['ersonal  instruction  is  given  to 
each  pupil  in  each  of  the  several  deparlments  of  medical  kuowleiige.  Every  facility  is  provided  for 
the  cultivation  <jf  practical  anaioiny,  which  the  present  improved  state  of  the  law  permits.  'J'his 
department  will  receive  the  constant  attention  of  one  of  the  subscribers,  who  will  always  give  such 
aid  and  instruction  as  the  pupils  may  need. 

The  p;ipils  have  fiee  admission  to  the  lectures  on  Anatomy,  and  on  Surgery,  in  the  Medical  School 
of  Harvaid  University,  and  to  all  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital;  and  generally 
they  have  opportunity  to  attend  private  surgical  operations. 
The  terms  are,  $100  per  annum  ;  to  be  paid  in  advance. 

JOHN  C.  WARREN, 
GEORGE  HAYWARD, 
Boston,  October,  1S35.  June  15— eoptf  ENOCH  HALE, 

J.  M.  WARRE.V. 

A  BARGAIN. 

A  PHYSICIAN'    in   the   County  of  Kennebeck  (Maine),  wishing  to  leave  the  State,  would  dispose 
of  his  situation  on  the  most  reasonable  terms.     It  is  an  eligible  stand  for  business,  and  offers  a  rare 
opportunity  for  any  young  gentleman  wishing  to  engage  in  the  practice  of  medicine.     For  further 
information,  inquire  at  this  office— if  by  letter,  post  paid. 
Feb.  1.  tf 

PROLAPSUS   UTERI   CURED    BY   EXTERNAL   APPLICATION.       '~ 

DR.  A.  G.  HL'LL'6  L'  I'ERO-ABDO.Ml.NAL  SUPPORTER  is  olfered  to  those  afflicted  with  Prolapsus 
t7ieri,  and  other  diseases  depending  upon  relaxation  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  as  an  instrument  in 
every  way  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  restoration  to  health.  When  this  instrument  is  care- 
fully and  property  fitted  to  the  form  of  thepatient,  it  invariably  atl'ords  the  most  immediate  immunity 
from  the  distressing"  dragging  and  bearing  down  "  sensations  wliich  accompany  nearly  all  visceral  dis- 
placements of  the  abdomen,  and  its  skiTful  applicatii>n  is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of 
radical  relief  from  the  patient  herself.  The  Supporter  is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by 
the  patient  without  fiither  aid.  Within  the  last  two  years  700  of  the  Uiero-Abdoininal  Supporters 
have  been  applied  with  the  most  happy  results. 

The  very  great  success  which  this  instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its  examination 
by  the  Physician  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  pessary  hitherto  in  use.  It  is  gratifying  to 
state,  that  it  has  inst  the  decided  approbiitioii  of  every  member  of  the  Medical  Faculty  who  has  ap- 
plied it,  as  Well  as  every  patient  wiio  has  worn  it. 

The  Subscribers  having  been  appointed  agents  for  the  sale  of  the  above  instruments,  all  orders  ad- 
dressed to  them  will  be  promptly  attended  to.     Price,  ,$10. 

Lowe  &  Ri:cd,  Boston;  David  Kimball,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.;  Joshua  Durgik,  Portland,  IMe., 
Joseph  Balch,  Jr.  Provideiice,  R.  I.  ;  Elisha  Edwards,  Springfield,  Mass.  ;  N.  S.  VVoRDEif, 
Bridgeport,  Conn.  Oct.  5 — tim 

"  MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

THE  Subscribers  have  associated  for  ilie  purpose  of  giving  instruction  to  Medical  Students.  Oppor- 
tunities will  be  afforded  for  the  observation  of  diseases  and  their  treatment  in  one  of  the  Dispensa- 
ry Districts  and  at  the  House  of  Industry;  and  clinical  instruction  will  be  given  on  the  cases. 
Weekly  Lectures  and  Recitations  will  be  "given  on  the  various  branches  of  .Medical  Science,  and 
ample  opportunities  afforded  for  the  cultivation  of  Practical  Anatomy.  Special  attention  will  be  piid 
to  the  exploration  of  diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Lungs. 
Anolications  may  be  made  to  either  of  the  Subscribers. 

MARSHALL  S.  PERRY,  JLD. 

AUGUSTUS  A.  GOULD,  M.D. 
Nov.  30.  HENRY  I.  BOWDITCH,  M.D. 

HENRY  G.  WILEY,  M.D. 

VACCLXE    VIRUS. 

Phvsicia>-5  in  any  part  of  the  United  States  may  hereafter  be  furnished  with  pure  vaccine  virus,  >>y 
addressiris  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal — indosins  one  tinllar.  Letters  must 
be  post-paid,  or  they  will  not  be  taken  from  the  Post  Office.  The  virus  will  invariably  be  sent  by  the 
first  mail,  unless  some  other  mode  of  conveyance  is  directed.  Ten  charged  quills,  an  ample  quan- 
tity for  meeting  any  sudden  emergency,  and'  certainly  sufficient  to  propagate  a  supply  froni,  will  be 
securely  packed  in  a  letter.  The  gent'leman  who  has  undertaken  to  keep  the  virus,  will  faithfully 
supniy  that  which  is  positively  genuine  and  recently  taken.  It  will  also  be  furnished  on  application 
at  the  .Medical  Journal  office. ; 

TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 
H.  A.  DEWAR,  M.D.  intends  forming  a  class  for  the  study  of  Dentistry,  in  every  branch.  The  num- 
ber will  be  limited,  and  each  student  will  have  an  opportunity  of  becoming  practically  acquainted 
with  all  the  operations  and  manipulations  requisite.  Dr.  D.  has  provided  a  large  and  commodious 
work-room  for  their  exclusive  use.  Further  particulars  may  be  learned  by  calling  on  Dr.  Dewar,  No. 
1  Montgomery  Place.  tf— Oct.  19 

Boston,  Oct.  7,  1836. 


THE  B03T0.V  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
n.  CliAPP,  JR.  at  184  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  communications 
must  be  aiilressed,  po.u-paid.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  containing  the  weekly 
numbers  of  the  precedins  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.— Prire  .«.■?, 00  a 
year  in  advance.  ft:i. 50  after  three  months,  and  §4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.— Agents  allowed 
every  seventh  copy  nratis. —Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
■atisfactory  reference. — Postage  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 
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OPIUM. 

FROM    DR.    G.    G.    SIGMONd'S    LECTURES    ON     THE     MATERIA    MEDICA,    AT    THE   WINDMILL- 
STREET    SCHOOL    OF    MEDICINE,    LONDON. 

[Continued  from  page  11.] 

It  was  in  the  year  1803,  that  Derosne  announced  that  he  had  procured 
from  Opium  a  peculiar  matter,  white,  crystalHzable,  and  of  uniform  com- 
position, which  lie  then  imagined  to  be  that  peculiar  principle  in  which 
reside  all  the  therapeutical  and  toxicological  powers  by  which  that  drug 
is  so  strongly  characterized.  In  the  following  year  Seguin  read  a  disser- 
tation before  the  Academic  des  Sciences,  in  which  he  pointed  out  the 
existence  of  the  most  energetic  constituent  of  the  drug  ;  lie  explairied 
the  method  by  which  it  was  to  be  obtained  ;  he  very  satisfactorily  show- 
ed what  were  its  essential  and  distinguishing  characteristics.  Here  he 
stopped  ;  and,  according  to  the  laws  of  discoverers,  he  lost  that  claim  to 
which  he  would  otherwise  have  been  justly  entitled,  of  being  looked  up- 
on as  the  first  discoverer,  for  he  did  not  affix  to  this  substance  any  name. 
Had  he  ventured  to  call  it  by  any  title,  to  him  would  have  been  awarded 
the  merit  due  to  the  first  observer  of  that  constituent  principle  which 
has  since  been  known  to  us  under  the  appellation  of  morphia.  To  Se- 
guin it  is,  also,  that  we  owe  our  acquaintance  with  meconic  acid,  although 
in  this,  as  in  the  former  case,  Sertuerner,  of  Einbeck,  in  Hanover,  car- 
ried away  the  honor  of  the  discovery  in  1816.  The  French  chemists 
always  speak  with  some  degree  of  mortification  when,  with  the  honesty 
which  should  always  accompany  science,  they  prove,  that  if  France  can- 
not actually  claim  the  reputation,  her  chemists  were  on  the  eve,  and 
really  deserve  the  merit  of  first  knowing  the  important  constituents  of 
opium.  It  was,  however,  Sertuerner,  a  German  chetnist,  by  whose  pa- 
tient labor  and  industry  the  real  nature  of  morphine  was  unfolded  :  he 
placed  his  discovery  upon  the'  firmest  basis,  for  he  showed  that  it  pos- 
sessed the  property  usually  attributed  to  alkalies,  of  combining  with 
acids,  and  of  forming,  when  thus  united  to  them,  neutral  salts.  Ser- 
tuerner did  not  hesitate  to  give  to  the  scientific  world  a  memoir  which,  of 
course,  attracted  considerable  attention.  Gay  Lussac  very  properly 
committed  to  Robiquet  the  important  duty  of  investigating  and  substan- 
tiating the  facts  thus  announced  by  the  German  chemist.  To  no  indi- 
vidual could  such  a  task  have  been  entrusted,  whose  capability  and  judg- 
ment would  be  more  appreciated  than  Robiquet.  He  commenced  his 
labors,  and  the  first  question  that  he  felt  called  on  to  inquire  into  was, 
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what  was  the  nature  of  ilie  substance  that  Derosne  had  discovered  in 
the  year  1803.  it  was  proved,  eveu  by  the  process  that  Sertuerner  had 
pursued,  that  it  did  exist,  but  tliat  cheuust  had  not  acknowledged  it  to  be 
a  constituent  principle  of  opium  ;  lie  had  given  it  as  his  opinion,  that 
it  was  a  subineconate  of  morphine.  The  next  question  upon  which 
Robiquet  was  to  decide  was.  what  was  the  real  nature  of  tlie  principle 
which  Sertuerner  had  discovered,  and  of  which  he  had  given  a  de- 
scription. 

Tiie  results  of  the  investigation,  most  carefully  and  philosophically 
pursued  by  Robiquet,  were  considered  to  be  hiulily  satisfactory,  and  have 
been  universally  appreciated.  His  experin)ents  proved  that  morphia  is 
an  alkaline  basis,  capable  of  saturating  acids,  and  of  forming  neutral  salts; 
that  the  salt  discovered  by  Derosne  was  not  a  subineconate  of  morphia, 
but  that  it  was  a  peculiar  principle,  and  that  there  was  also  a  peculiar 
acid  existing  in  opium,  namely,  the  meconic.  These  analyses  of 
Seguin  and  Robiquet  were  universally  recognized,  and,  for  a  time, 
the  inquiry  was  considered  conclusive,  until  M.  Pelletier  feeling,  that 
after  fifteen  years  the  science  of  chemistry  had  put  into  his  hands  a 
greater  number  of  agents,  by  wliich  analysis  niiglit  be  carried  on, 
determined  to  become  a  laborer  in  so  important  a  field  of  investiga- 
tion ;  he  has  been  followed  by  Couerbe  and  others.  Pelletier's  analysis, 
in  1832,  gave  us  the  results  which  I  shall  now  mention  to  you — niorphine, 
meconine,  narceine,  meconic  acid,  a  brown  crystallizable  acid,  peculiar 
resin,  oil,  caoutchoric  gum,  bassorine,  and  ligneous  fibre.  During  the 
last  session  of  the  ]\ledico-Botanical  Society,  a  paper  from  his  pen, 
translated  by  Mr.  Foote,  announced  his  observations  on  paramorphine 
and  pseudomorphine,  the  latter  of  which  does  not  always  exist.  It  would 
ill  become  me,  as  having  little  opportunities  of  pursuing  an  inquiry  into 
an  analysis  of  opium,  to  make  any  observations  upon  Mons.  Pelletier's 
views,  but  I  shall  confine  myself  to  enumerating  those  constituents  which 
1  myself  have  seen  when  obtained,  and  of  describing  the  outline  of  the 
processes  by  wliich,  according  to  the  first  chemists,  they  are  best  pro- 
cured. I  have  made  all  the  inquiries  upon  the  subject,  and  have  exam- 
ined into  it  with  all  the  attention  that  I  have  been  able  to  give  ;  the  diffi- 
culties attendant  upon  real  personal  acquaintance  with  all  the  jioints  con- 
nected with  it,  are  such  that  no  one,  not  superintending  all  the  stages, 
could  undertake  accurately  to  describe  the  processes,  which  are  only 
carried  into  effect  satisfactorily  by  practised  chemists,  upon  a  very  large 
scale.  However  frank  and  honest  may  be  the  communications  made  by 
the  individuals  who  conduct  these  operations,  there  must  necessarily  be 
many  particulars  which  can  only  be  known  by  manipulation  and  by  ex- 
perience. In  speaking  of  the  principles  contained  in  opium,  I  must  par- 
ticularly thank  Mr.  IMorson,  of  Southampton-row,  for  the  kindness  with 
which  lie  has  communicated  u-iih  me  ;  and  amongst  those  from  whom  [ 
have  had  occasion  to  seek  information,  I  must  acknowledge  him  as  most 
willing,  and,  from  the  largeness  of  his  operations,  very  capable  of  im- 
parting it.  There  are,  indeed,  very  few  in  London  who  have  much  ex- 
perience, and  it  is  only  from  copying  one  from  the  other,  that  much  ac- 
quaintance with  these  points  is  derived. 
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The  constituents  wliicli  at  this  moment  1  am  led  to  recognize  as 
existing  in  opium  are  morphia,  iiarcotina,  codeia,  narceia,  meconia,  the- 
baia,  mecoiiic  acid.  How  long  these  may  continue  to  be  the  sole  prin- 
ciples I  know  not  ;  but  in  enumerating  these  1  am  borne  out  by  the  tes- 
timony of  the  distinguished  Professor  in  the  Royal  Institution  of  Great 
Britain,  Mr.  Brande,  who,  1  observe,  in  the  last  edition  of  his  Manual  of 
Chemistry,  gives  them  the  sanction  of  his  recognition.  1  have  now  to 
explain  to  you  the  methods  by  which  these  are  to  be  obtained,  so  that 
their  actual  existence  may  be  demonstrated  to  you.  Two  of  these  prin- 
ciples appear  to  be  well-defined  alkaloids,  at  least  they  possess  that 
striking  characteristic  of  unity  with  acids,  and  forming  neutral  salts. 
These  two  are  morphia  -and  codeia.  Various  are  the  processes  which 
have  been  enumerated  for  obtaining  them.  That  of  Dr.  Gregory  and  of 
Dr.  Robertson  seems  to  be  coiisidered  the  best.  The  first  step  in  all 
cases  is  the  proper  solution  of  opium  in  water.  Muriate  of  lime  is  add- 
ed to  a  concentrated  solution,  by  which  agent  the  meconic  acid,  and  the 
very  small  quantity  of  sulphuric  acid  which  exists,  are  thrown  down,  so 
that  meconate  of  lime,  and  a  minute  proportion  of  sulphate  of  lime,  fall 
to  the  bottom  of  the  solution,  in  which  muriate  of  morphia  remains  dis- 
solved. To  obtain  this  muriate  of  morphia  the  solution  is  then  evapo- 
rated to  the  crystallizing  point.  The  other  alkaloid,  the  codeia,  ac- 
companies the  muriate  of  morphia  and  crystallizes  with  it.  The  muriate 
of  morphia  is  of  a  dark  brown  color  when  it  is  thus  obtained,  the  crys- 
tallized mass  is  then  pressed  to  get  rid  of  the  color,  and  the  process  of 
crystallization  is  repeated  until  it  becomes  perfectly  white.  The  next 
step  is  to  obtain,  from  the  two  mixed  muriates  of  morj)hia  and  codeia, 
the  morphia  ;  this  is  done  by  dissolving  them  in  water,  adding  ammonia, 
by  which  means  the  whole  of  the  morphia  is  precipitated,  but  the  codeia 
remains  still  in  solution.  This  liquor  is  then  evaporated  down,  and  then 
the  muriate  of  ammonia,  the  codeia,  and  any  proportion  of  morphia  not 
thrown  down  will  crystallize ;  on  the  addition  of  caustic  potash  the 
morphia  will  be  decomposed,  the  ammoniacal  salts  dissolved,  and  the 
codeia  be  precipitated.  The  codeia  is  to  be  purified  in  ether,  from  which 
it  crystallizes. 

The  essential  characteristics  which  mark  morphia  and  distinguish  it  are, 
that  it  crystallizes  in  prisms  from  its  alcoholic  solution,  that  it  is  but  little 
soluble  in  water,  that  it  is  insoluble  in  ether,  and  that  it  is  perfectly  dis- 
solved by  potassa  or  soda  ;  this  distinguishes  it  altogether  from  narcotina, 
with  which  it  may  sometimes  be  found,  but  which  is  not  the  case  when 
obtained  by  the  process  I  have  just  attempted  by  description  to  explain 
to  you  ;  it  gives  a  deep-red  color  to  nitric  acid,  and  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  blues  to  muriate  of  iron  by  candle-light,  though  it  has  a  more 
greenish  hue  by  day-light ;  these  tests  will  fully  distinguish  it  from  all 
other  of  the  alkaloids. 

According  to  the  excellence  of  the  opium  will  be  the  quantity  of  mor- 
phia contained  ;  about  one  hundred  pounds  of  the  drug  will  yield  from 
one  hundred  and  twenty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  ounces  of  morphia, 
and,  according  to  Roblquet,  about  six  ounces  of  codeia  will  be  obtained 
from  one  hundred  pounds  of  opium  also.     The  salts  that  have  been  ob- 
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tained  by  combination  ol'  morphia  with  acids  that  have  been  noticed  are, 
sulphate  of  morphia,  bisulphate,  muriate,  nitrate,  phosphate,  and  acetate; 
and  they  are  obtained  by  dissolving  the  alkaloid  in  diluted  acids.  Opium 
contains  three  other  principles  which  may  be  considered  neutral,  neither 
possessing  acid  nor  alakline  properties,  iNarcotina,  the  salt  originally 
discovered  by  Derosne  ;  meconia,  by  Couerbe  and  Dublanc  ;  narceia, 
by  Peilelier  ;  and,  lately,  a  fourth,  by  Couerbe,  thebaia.  INarcotina  is 
found  very  abundant  in  many  varieties  of  opium,  sometimes  as  much  is 
found  as  of  morphia  in  others.  The  other  three  principles,  meconia, 
thebaia,  and  narceia,  exist  in  very  minute  quantities,  Narcolina  is  pro- 
cured by  the  action  of  hot  ether  upon  opium,  which  extracts  this  princi- 
ple in  a  pure  state.  It  may  also  be  j)recipitated  from  a  solution  of 
opium  by  means  of  caustic  potash,  taking  care  not  to  add  more  than 
may  be  sufficient  to  saturate  the  free  acid,  Narcotina  is  soluble  in  the 
acids,  also  in  alcohol,  ether,  and  the  oils,  and  is  crystallizable  from  them 
all  ;  it  has  an  intensely  bitter  taste.  INIeconia  crystallizes  in  prisms,  and 
narceia  in  silky  crystals ;  they  are  obtained  from  the  liquors  of  the  6rst 
pressings  of  the  muriate  of  morphia. 

From  the  meconate  of  lime,  which  I  spoke  to  yon  of  as  having  been 
precipitated  in  the  decomposition  on  making  morphia,  meconic  acid  is 
obtained,  Meconate  of  lime  is  dissolved  in  concentrated  muriatic  acid 
at  the  boiling  point,  taking  care,  however,  that  it  is  not  in  actual  ebulli- 
tion ;  it  is  then  filtered,  and  is  repeatedly  treated  with  muriatic  acid, 
until  it  is  completely  destructible  by  heat.  The  meconic  acid  will  then 
be  obtained  in  reddish-brown  scales,  and  to  be  made  perfectly  pure  and 
white,  it  n)U5t  be  united  witli  caustic  potash,  and  a  meconate  of  potash  be 
formed,  from  which  it  must  be  repeatedly  ciystallized  until  it  is  perfectly 
white ;  it  is  then  decomposed  by  frequent  treatment  with  muriatic  acid, 
and  thus  is  obtained  a  perfectly  white  and  pure  meconic  acid,  which,  by 
boiling,  is  converted  into  metameconic  acid,  by  sublimation  into  pyrome- 
conic  acid.  Meconic  acid  becomes  a  most  delicate  test  for  salts,  soon 
producing  an  intense  red  color. 

In  the  Journal  de  Chimie  Medicale  for  September,  1835,  will  be  found 
the  observations  of  M,  Pelletier  on  paramorphine  and  pseudomorphine  ; 
but  I  have  had  no  opportunity  of  meeting  with  any  English  chemist  who 
has  gone  over  the  same  experiments,  and,  therefore,  I  can  say  little  on 
the  subject,  but  that  he  states,  that  paramorphine  comes  nearer  to  nar- 
cotine  than  to  any  other  of  the  principles,  and  pseudomorphine  to 
morphia. 

In  tlje  Journal  de  Pharmacie  for  1833,  will  be  found  Robiquet's  ob- 
servations on  Dr.  Gregory's  mode  of  obtaining  morphia,  and  likewise  a 
translation  of  the  original  paper,  describing  the  operation  of  which  I 
have  ventured  to  give  a  slight  sketch,  fully  aware  that  the  chemist  only 
can  explain  fully  all  the  steps.  M,  Robiquet  has  borne  out  the  prefer- 
ence generally  given  to  the  process.  Two  advantages  seem  to  result 
from  it :  the  first,  that  a  larger  quantity  of  morphia  is  obtained,  and  the 
employment  of  alcohol,  always  so  expensive  in  this  country,  avoided. 
M.  Robiquet  observes,  that  the  first  trial  he  made  convinced  him  that 
the  opium  employed  by  Dr,  Gregory,  was  of  a  superior  quality  to  that 
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which  has  been  used  in  France  for  some  years,  and  not  only  that  ours 
contains  more  morphia,  but  that  the  proportion  of  narcotine  is  consider- 
ably less.  He  ex|)resses  his  want  of  information  as  to  the  causes  that 
produce  this,  whether  it  be  dependent  on  the  species  of  poppy,  the  di- 
versity of  climate  in  which  its  cultivation  is  pursued,  or  upon  the  mode 
by  which  the  opium  is  obtained,  or  upon  some  sophistication  by  adding 
the  opium  obtained  from  the  indigenous  plant.  In  order  to  satisfy  him- 
selt",  he  wrote  to  Dr.  Gregory  for  a  specimen  of  the  opium  on  which  he 
had  operated,  and  which  was  immediately  sent  to  him,  with  an  explana- 
tion, that,  as  the  muriate  of  morphia  was  only  employed  by  the  medical 
men  in  Edinburgh,  he  did  not  attempt  to  obtain  the  morphia  isolated, 
but  in  combination  with  the  muriatic  acid  ;  this  did  not  explain  the  diffi- 
culty that  M.  Robiquet  had  found  in  obtaining  a  larger  quantity  of  the 
morphia.  He  concludes  his  paper  by  stating,  that  he  thinks  Dr.  Gre- 
gory's process  merits  preference  from  its  economy,  its  simplicity,  and  its 
facihty  of  execution  ;  but  that  he  is  inclined  to  believe  that  the  larger 
quantity  of  morphia  obtained  is  in  some  measure  owing  to  the  superi- 
ority of  the  opium  which  is  found  in  this  country  ;  and  he  calls  upon  the 
Society  of  Pharmacy,  where  his  report  was  read,  to  return  its  thanks  for 
the  labors  of  Dr.  Gregory,  which  merit  the  approbation  of  chemists. 


ICE   IN  DYSENTERY. 

FROM    A    LETTER     BY    DR-     DANIEL      BARKER,    OF     WADtSON,    N.     Y.,     TO     DR.    H.    H. 
CHILDS,    OF    PITTSFIELD,    MASS. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

After  some  delay  I  communicate  to  you  tiie  treatment  and  termination 
of  a  case  of  dysentery  which  came  under  my  care  on  the  26th  of  Sep- 
tember last.     Mrs.  G ,  aged  56  years,  had   been  severely  afflicted 

with  permanent  dysenteric  symptoms  since  the  22d.  When  1  first  saw 
her  she  appeared  almost  in  a  state  of  collapse  of  the  cholera;  more  ac- 
tion, however,  in  the  system  ;  the  pulse  small  and  frequent  ;  tongue 
coated  with  a  whitish  fur;  surface  on  extremities  cold  ;  great  heat  about 
the  abdomen;  sharp  and  shrivelled  countenance  ;  great  pain  through  the 
whole  alimentary  canal ;  tormenting  tenesmus,  &c.  &:c.  She  had  not 
been  able  to  retain  anything  in  the  stomach  longer  than  fifteen  minutes 
for  the  last  twenty-four  hours,  and  the  evacuations  from  the  bowels  were 
about  as  frequent  as  from  the  stomach.  Those  from  the  ston)ach  were 
viscid  mucus  ;  from  the  bowels,  of  a  briny  appearance,  rather  copious. 
Commenced  with  an  effort  to  warm  the  extremities,  and  applied  a  strong 
mustard  plaster  over  the  region  of  the  stomach,  after  which  attempted 
to  produce  a  catharsis  with  Epsom  salts,  gum  arabic  and  crem.  tart. 
The  stomach  rejected  every  effort.  The  bowels  would  not  retain  an  in- 
jection of  any  kind,  mucilaginous,  anodyne  or  astringent.  I  persevered 
about  twelve  hours,  without  effect.  Prescribed  total  ahstinence  twenty- 
four  hours,  with  no  better  effect.  Almost  despaired — called  the  case 
nearly  hopeless.     Reflected,  and  resolved  to  try  'pounded  ice  as  another 
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means  to  arrest  the  present  symptoms.  I  procured  some  at  an  ice-cellar 
in  tlie  village,  and  gave  about  half  a  dozen  pieces,  each  as  large  as  a 
kernel  of  corn  or  a  white  bean.  It  was  retained.  In  about  fifteen 
minutes  repeated  the  dose,  which  was  also  retained.  I  |)er?evered  with 
the  ice  abcnit  six  hours,  with  a  charming  eiiect.  The  stools  continued 
frequent  and  brin}-.  Prescribed  an  injection  of  ice-water,  which  operated 
like  a  charm — after  which,  anodyne  and  other  injections  seemed  to  have 
the  desired  effecl,  medicine  was  retained  in  the  stomach,  and  a  reaction 
produced  in  the  system.  Careful  attention,  after  a  few  days,  seemed  to 
produce  a  convalescent  stage,  and  she  is  gradually  improving,  with  a 
piospect  of  an  eventual  recovery. 

In  this  case  nothing  but  the  ice  was  different  from  other  remedies  in 
severe  cases.  A  perseverance  in  counter-irritants  and  other  remedies  w-as 
continued  for  a  long  time.  The  case  has  produced  considerable  excite- 
ment (we  have  many  supporters  of  the  pepper  system  to  contend  with 
in  this  section)  among  the  steamers  and  cayenne-pepper  advocates;  the 
result  seems  to  confound  their  best  friends.      Respectfully  yours,  &:c. 

Daniel  Barker. 


EFFECTS   OF   CREOSOTE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — In  attempting  to  execute  my  promise  to  communicate  something 
for  your  Journal,  1  shall  at  present  briefly  state  two  or  three  cases  in 
which  the  active  principle  of  tar-water  (creosote)  has  evidently  triumph- 
ed over  every  remedy  that  could  be  devised.  I  will  add  a  fourth  case 
by  way  of  inquiry. 

Case  I. — Harry,  a  colored  boy,  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  was 
taken  under  my  care  in  November  last,  for  what  was  supposed  to  be 
white  swelling  in  and  above  the  knee-joint.  Upon  inquiry,  however, 
it  was  ascertained  that  two  or  three  years  previous  to  my  seeing  him,  a 
small  fracture  above  the  knee  had  occurred,  by  a  waggon-wheel  passing 
over  the  leg.  The  result  in  time  proved  to  be  an  enlargement  of  the 
inferior  end  of  the  femur,  constant  swelling,  much  pain,  and  a  discharge 
of  matter.  I  commenced  with  the  old  method  of  poulticing,  mainly  for 
the  purpose  of  promoting  the  discharge  ;  and  this  was  done  principally 
in  the  use  of  slippery  elm.  It  was  hinted  by  a  brother  practitioner, 
that  it  would  be  well  to  touch  the  gums  a  little  with  calomel,  and  it  was 
accordingly  done.  In  the  mean  time  I  proceeded  to  blister  to  a  large 
extent  above  and  below  the  knee.  The  swelling  seemed  in  a  measure  to 
subside,  but  the  discharge  still  continued.  As  an  occasional  drink,  I 
made  a  decoction  of  fresh  sarsaparilla.  The  discharge  of  pus  still  going 
on  (promoted  indeed  by  the  poultice),  and  there  being  no  prospect  of 
the  sore  being  healed,  I  proceeded  to  the  use  of  diluted  creosote,  which 
was  injected  with  a  small  syringe.  The  consequence  was  a  speedy 
change  in  the  nature  of  the  pus,  and  small  bits  of  a  gristly  character 
were  thrown  out.     It  is  presumed  that  healthy  granulations  were  formed 
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within.     The  sore  has  healed  up,  and    the  boy  is  as  active   and   useful 
as  ever. 

Q^iiery. — Would  the  creosote  alone  have  been  sufficient  ? 

Case  11. — A  lady,  about  thirty-five  years  of  age,  had  undergone 
much  inconvenience,  and  even  misery,  from  a  scurfy,  erustaceous  kind 
of  scald,  which  some  called  a  tetter,  and  which  threatened  to  traverse  the 
entire  scalp.  After  shaving  or  cutting  the  hair,  successive  applications 
of  creosote  completely  dissipated  the  evil.  A  decoction  of  sarsaparilla 
was  at  the  same  time  ordered,  but  not  faithfully  used. 

(^uerij. — Is  there  any  fixed  period  for  the  creosote  to  produce  its  pro- 
per efl^ect  in  such  cases  ? 

Case  III. — A  colored  n)an  had  a  severe  toothache,  and  called  to  get 
the  tooth  extracted.  It  being  greatly  decayed  and  broken,  the  instru- 
ment would  not  grasp  it."  Upon  the  application  of  a  little  cotton  n:oist- 
ened  with  creosote,  the  pain  soon  ceased  and  has  not  returned. 

We  have  been  cautioned  against  the  use  of  creosote  for  the  toothache, 
lest  it  should  occasion  a  paralysis.  My  own  inipression  at  present  is  that 
nothing  but  a  careless  and  improper  use  of  it,  would  produce  such  an 
effect. 

Case  IV. — A  young  man  of  about  twenty  came  under  my  care,  who 
had  partially  recovered  from  what  was  called  a  bilious  fever,  and  who 
was  suddenly  attacked  with  severe  pain  and  great  swelling  in  one  leg. 
He  has  recovered  in  a  measure,  but  the  leg,  it  is  said,  still  swells  a  little 
occasionally.  1  state  this  case  to  yourself,  and  your  numerous  corres- 
pondents, for  the  purpose  of  asking,  wherein  consists  the  propriety  of 
calling  this  a  misplaced  fever?  I  would  ask,  again,  did  not  this  arise 
from  exposure,  or  some  unadvised  exertion  of  the  limb?  I  propose 
these  questions,  because  such  cases  have  been  pronounced  fatal. 

Falmouth,  Stafford  Co.  Va.  Jan.  30,  1837.  H.   F. 

P.  S. — The  Richmond  Enquirer  says,  "  The  Aurora  Borealis  made 
its  appearance  last  night  (^oih  Jan.)  at  early  dusk,  and  continued  till 
about  eight  o'clock.  It  was  a  siuL^ular  and  beautiful  exhibition.  It  ap- 
peared in  the  north  and  north-east  portion  of  the  heavens,  sometimes 
almost  disappearing,  and  then  returning,  and  gradually  diffusing  its  blush- 
ing tints  almost  from  the  horizon  to  the  zenith.  It  startled  some  by  its 
occasional  almost  blood-red  appearance — aroused  others — and  interest- 
ed all.'' 

We  have  as  yet  obtained  no  satisfactory  explanation  of  the  hlood-red 
or  blushing  tints  or  streaks  of  this  phenomenon.  I  should  like  well  to 
know  whaV  the  philosophers  of  Boston  and  Harvard  think  of  this  matter. 
The  moon  rose  about  sixty  minutes  after  the  phenomenon  disappeared, 
but  it  is  thought  had  no  concern  with  the  matter  by  refrangibility  or  reflec- 
tibility.  There  were  red  rays  and  white  rays,  or,  as  1  have  called  them, 
red  streaks  and  white.  It  seemed  to  have  a  peculiar  motion,  by  which 
the  intensity  of  its  color  was  changed  or  varied.  Its  appearance,  seventy 
or  eighty  miles  north  of  Richmond,  was  very  like  to  the  statement  m 
the  Enquirer.  The  atmosphere  was  intensely  cold  at  the  time  of  its 
appearance. 
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[Com:nunicale(l  for  llie  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 
NO.    IV. MEMOIR    OF    DR.    ARRAS. 

There  are  characters  so  exalted  that  calumny  cannot  reach  them, 
and  there  are  others  so  low  that  detraction  cannot  hurt  them.  Frank- 
lin and  Washington  are  specimens  of  the  first  class,  and  the  per- 
son whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  article  of  the  second.  As  well 
might  we  undertake  to  blot  the  sun  from  the  sky,  as  to  injure  tne  fame 
of  the  former  ;  and  as  well  might  we  undertake  to  make  impressions  in 
a  bag  of  cotton  by  firing  at  it  with  a  pop-gun,  as  injure  the  respecta- 
bility of  the  latter.  Like  the  soldier  whose  face  was  so  sharp  that  the 
ball  glanced  by  without  injuring  it,  Dr.  Arras,  lucky  soul,  dared  the  fury 
of  his  opponents,  because  he  was  too  diminutive  to  be  hit  by  whatever 
weapons  they  deigned  to  make  use  of  against  him.  He  was  diminutive 
in  bodily  dimensions,  and  diminutive  in  intellect.  In  the  hey-day  of  his 
youth,  his  corporeality  would  have  exceeded  a  hundred  by  a  score  ;  but 
at  the  time  when  this  narrative  commences,  it  had  dried  away  to  the 
amount  of  the  last  twenty  pounds.  We  might  well  say  that  it  had  dried 
away,  for  while  the  sinews  and  muscles  belonging  to  it  looked  firm  and 
tense,  his  limbs  and  whole  body  were  shrivelled.  His  head  was  of  a  tri- 
angular shape  and  of  the  magnitude  of  a  cocoa-nut  ;  the  color  of  his 
face  was  of  a  purplish  blue,  and  his  features  and  whole  physiognomy 
were  of  the  kind  which  presupposed  him  to  be  endowed  with  as  much 
intellect  as  a  mouse.  His  gait  was  slow,  his  step  soft,  and  his  motions 
noiseless  ;  his  voice  was  small,  fine  and  squeaking  ;  his  dress  was  thread- 
bare, tattered,  and  of  such  a  kind  as  beggars  would  be  likely  to  pick  up 
among  snug  country  farmers. 

At  the  lime  now  spoken  of,  the  thought  had  not  once  entered  his  im- 
agination of  being  a  doctor.  He  had  a  wife  who  struggled  hard  to  buf- 
fet the  ills  of  life,  and  three  small  children  who  fared  hard  upon  the  scanty 
pittance  afforded  them  by  their  parents,  who  had  settled  recently  in  a 
place  called  Scarborough  Woods,  where  resided  ten  other  families  as  de- 
void of  the  good  things  of  this  life  as  his  own. 

When  he  had  resided  in  the  place  a  month  or  so,  one  of  his  neighbors, 
from  the  circumstance  of  his  having  lived  with  a  physician  when  he  was 
a  boy,  called  him  doctor.  Soon  others  called  him  so,  and  at  length  the 
title  adhered.  He  now  began  to  think  he  was  a  doctor.  He  laid  such 
a  tax  upon  his  sensorium  that  he  recollected  many  words  and  phrases 
used  in  his  hearing  by  the  physician  he  lived  with.  He  recollected 
enough  about  the  names  of  medicine  to  call  calomel  calomy,  ipecacuanha 
apecack,  tartrite  of  antimony  tartarigatum  ;  enough  about  the  names  of 
diseases  to  call  bilious  colic  and  bilious  fever,  rebellious  colic  and  rebel- 
lious fever.  Strangiu-y  he  called  the  strangles,  and  fluor  albus  the  flower 
of  the  albus.  Administering  an  injection  he  called  giving  an  interjection. 
He  thought  not  enough  about  the  remedy  just  named  to  resolve  up- 
on using  it  in  practice.  "  Poticaries,"  and  especially  "calomy,"  he 
denounced. 

The  reader  will  perhaps  be  surprised  to  be  informed  that  he  resolved 
upon  practising  medicine  in  any  form,  and  especially  that  he  had  sagacity 
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enough  to  denounce  "  poticaries,  calomy,"  &:c.  These  things  he  did 
resolve  upoUj  however.  He  had  heard  himself  called  doctor  so  much, 
that  he  thought  there  was  some  meaning  in  it.  He  had  seen  with  what 
facility  physicians  of  a  certain  class  succeed  in  getting  into  business,  and 
thought  that  anything  would  make  such  a  doctor.  He  wiped  up  a  little, 
put  a  smile  upon  his  face,  and  learned  to  speak  a  number  of  smart 
things.  He  tried  to  be  polite,  and  though  he  made  bad  work  of  it  at 
first,  he  succeeded  so  far  as  to  imitate  what  was  considered  politeness 
forty  years  before.  He  changed  his  moping  walk  into  a  strut.  To 
remedy  his  diminutive  size,  he  stretched  himself  in  longitude,  swelled 
in  the  equatorial  region,  and  strided  largely  when  he  walked.  Like  the 
frog  in  the  fable,  which  in  trying  to  be  a  cow,  distended  Itself  until  it  burst, 
he,  with  better  success,  distended  himself  until  he  got  to  be  a  doctor. 

He  knew  what  tnagic  there  was  in  the  name  Root  Doctor,  and  he 
selected  this  for  his  title.  Physicians  in  the  country,  from  the  necessity 
they  are  under  of  carr}ing  tnedicine  with  them,  formerly  used  a  small 
pair  of  saddle-bags.  Now,  as  they  generally  ride  in  a  light  gig,  they 
use  a  trunk.  He  provided  himself  with  a  very  large  pair  of  saddle- 
bags, which,  when  stuffed  with  "  roots  and  yerbs,"  would  almost  load  a 
wheelbarrow.  Tliat  which  too  often  betides  those  who  are  at  the  trouble 
and  expense  of  providing  themselves  with  a  knowledge  of  their  profes- 
sion before  they  commence  practice,  a  long  delay  in  getting  into  business, 
betided  not  Dr.  Arras.  His  name  was  proclaimed  upon  the  house  top. 
His  fame  spread  like  wild  fire.  His  skill  was  so  highly  estimated,  that 
he  could  not  attend  to  one  of  a  dozen  of  the  calls  which  rushed  in  upon 
him.  Dr.  Arras  was  all  the  toast.  Before,  it  was  Old  Arras,  and  spok- 
en in  such  a  manner  that  the  initial  A  sounded  like  H,  and  the  s  at  the 
end  of  the  name  like  a  rnute,  or  silent  letter.  A  physician  like  Dr. 
Abernethy  would  have  met  with  some  cases  that  would  baffle  his  skill  ; 
but  Dr.  Arras  had  too  much  the  mastery  of  his  profession  to  be  drawn 
into  such  straits.  Other  physicians  know  not  always  what  to  call  their 
diseases  ;  but  Dr.  Arras  always  had  a  name  at  hand.  Some  of  his 
names  were  too  hard  to  be  remembered  by  any  but  a  physician  of  his 
own  stamp.  A  considerable  class  of  disorders  was  disposed  of  under 
the  name  of  scrofulous  affections  ;  another  under  the  name  of  humors  of 
the  stomach.  Fevers  presented  themselves  in  multitudes,  and  some  of 
his  patients  would  be  burthened  with  five  at  a  time.  One  poor  man 
was  cured  of  twenty  before  he  would  stay  cured.  As  soon  as  one,  by 
dint  of  penny-royal  or  elacumfernel  root,  was  compelled  to  yield,  an- 
other stood  ready  to  take  its  ground. 

Thus  was  an  individual,  that  never  spent  a  moment  of  time  or  a  cent 
of  money  in  qualifying  himself,  enabled  to  do  business  enough  to  make 
any  other  person  wealthy.  It  had  not  this  effect,  however,  upon  him. 
A  propensity  to  which  he  was  always  accustomed,  to  drink  all  the  cider 
he  could  get,  rendered  him  careless  about  laying  up  anything,  and  he 
still  grovelled  in  poverty.  A  singularity  in  regard  to  this  was,  that  not- 
withstanding he  was  as  numb  as  a  stick  two  thirds  of  the  time  from  cider, 
and  as  numb  as  Nature  made  him  the  other  third,  it  affected  him  not  in 
regard  to  his  reputation  as  a  physician. 
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Reader,  ibis  is  not  mere  cnricatuic.  It  is  no  fancied  sketcli.  It  is 
not  ficlioi).  It  is  not  merely  a  general  re])re?entation  of  a  particidar 
class  of  physicians.  The  individual  it  pnrports  to  be  a  history  of,  has 
a  name  and  a  local  habitation  upon  terra  firma.  There  is  nothing  exag- 
gerated about  it,  nor  aught  set  down  in  malice.  It  will  apply  to  other 
individuals,  how-ever,  and  others  may  be  thought  the  particular  individu- 
als singled  out  by  the  author.  F. 


DELIRIUM    TREMENS. 

This  interesting  subject  occupied  the  attention  of  the  London  Medical 
Society  at  their  meeting  on  the  3!st  of  October  last. 

Dr.  Clutterbuck  considered  delirium  tremens  to  be  merely  a  symptom 
of  disordered  brain.  The  symptoms  of  brain  affections,  he  said,  were 
almost  innumerable,  arising,  probably,  from  the  brain  consisting  of  a  va- 
riety of  organs,  each  differing  in  structure  and  function.  There  were 
scarcely  two  cases  of  brain  affection  alike  ;  the  pathological  symptoms, 
however,  were  very  few,  and  those  generally,  almost  always,  indicated 
that  inflannnation,  or  its  consequences,  existed.  The  excitement  of 
vascular  action,  by  alcohol,  did  not  necessarily  produce  inflammation, 
but  if  carried  too  far,  inflammation  occurred  as  a  secondary  step.  Deli- 
rium tremens  was  the  result  either  of  temporary  vascular  excitement,  or 
a  consequence  of  this  slow  inflammation  acting  on  the  brain,  and,  so  far 
as  his  experience  had  gone,  was  generally  best  relieved  by  small  blood- 
lettings, and  antiplilogistic  treatment,  according  to  the  modification  of 
the  disease.  There  were  some  cases  in  which  the  strength  was  so  much 
reduced,  that  blood-letting  could  not  be  resorted  to,  but  in  these,  leeches 
and  cold  water  to  the  head,  with  aperients,  might  be  used.  Opium  he 
had  seen  occasionally  do  good,  but  in  certain  instances  in  which  he  had 
tried  it  with  stimulants,  he  had  returned  to  the  antiphlogistic  treatment. 
There  w-as,  however,  no  general  rule  to  be  laid  down,  for  we  found,  by- 
experience,  that  some  cases  w'ere  best  treated  by  stimulants  ;  this  was 
no  proof  that  inflammation  had  not  been  present.  He  considered  the 
opinion  that  delirium  tremens  was  a  state  opposed  to  inflammation  was 
not  borne  out  by  experience ;  the  state  of  the  system,  the  fever,  the 
furred  ton2;ue,  the  hot  skin,  and  the  suffused  eye,  all  denoted  the  pre- 
sence of  inflanunation  in  some  part. 

Mr.  Honey  wood,  fifteen  months  ago,  had  been  called  to  a  patient  who 
had  labored  under  a  peculiar  state  of  brain  for  a  long  time,  being  subject 
to  erroneous  impressions,  not  amounting  to  insanity,  and  not  the  result  of 
drinkin<^.  The  friends  of  the  patient  had  tried  to  laugh  him  out  of  his 
mistakes,  without  effect.  Small  doses  of  Batlley's  solution  were  given, 
and  in  three  months  he  went  about  his  usual  business.  He  continued 
pretty  well  until  about  a  month  ago,  when  some  of  his  erroneous  impres- 
sions returned.  This  day  fortnight  he  went  to  Ramsgatc,  and  the  symp- 
toms returned.  He  had  no  recollection  of  being  on  board  the  steam- 
boat, and  when  he  arrived  at  Ramsgate,  he  was  perfectly  insensible  and 
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knew  no  person.     The   former  remedy  was  employed,  and  he  soon  got 
well. 

Mr.  Robarts  said,  it  was  difficult  to  say  whether  inflammation  was  pre- 
sent or  not,  some  persons  considering  all  affections  of  the  biain  inflam- 
nialoiy.  He  remembered  a  case  of  inflammation  of  the  brain,  attended 
witli  great  pain  in  the  interior  of  the  head,  and  high  delirium  ;  tlie  pa- 
tient, a  gentleman,  was  bled  daily  for  four  days,  to  syncope,  and  leeches 
were  applied,  without  benefit;  the  pain  returned  with  great  restlessness 
and  irritation  of  manner.  On  the  fourth  day  a  full  dose  of  opium  was 
given,  and  he  got  better  from  that  time. 

Mr.  Bryant  had  attended  a  man  who  was  suffering  from  delirium  tre- 
mens, who  had  been  a  confirmed  spirit-drinker,  and  who  was  not  in  a 
state  to  allow  the  abstraction  of  blood.  In  three  days  lie  died.  The 
brain  was  free  fiom  every  pathological  sign  of  inflammation.  He  (Mr. 
B.)  thought  that  there  was  a  condition  of  brain  which  was  totally  dis- 
tinct from  inflammation,  but  in  which  the  symptoms  of  delirium  tremens 
were  present.  The  nerves,  they  all  knew,  were  disturbed  in  various 
ways,  without  inflammation  being  present,  and  why  might  not  the  brain, 
of  a  structure  so  similar,  be  afiected  in  the  same  way  ?  There  were  not 
always  marks  of  inflammation  of  tlie  brain  in  cases  of  delirium  tremens. 

Dr:  Clutterbuck  said,  that  there  might  be  excitement  and  disorder  of 
the  brain  without  inflammation,  but  when  the  brain  was  habitually  ex- 
cited by  the  same  cause,  inflammation  arose,  and  effected  changes  in  it, 
wliich,  though  not  always  observable,  were  sufficient  to  produce  the 
sj'mptoms  ol  delirium  tremens. 

Dr.  Whiting  could  not  come  to  the  conclusion  that  vascular  irritation 
was  the  cause  of  all  irritation.  He  thought  that  there  might  be  nervous 
irritation  without  the  vascular  system  participating  in  the  disorder.  For 
instance,  the  brain  might  be  excited  in  an  inconceivably  short  space  of 
time  by  mental  emotions.  He  thought,  however,  that  the  vascular  sys- 
tem generally  suffered,  though  not  in  the  same  degree,  and,  in  some  in- 
stances, to  no  appreciable  extent,  even  when  the  nervous  system  was 
greatly  irritated.  The  brain  might  be  disturbed  by  plethora,  not  the  re- 
sult of  previous  inflammation,  and  where  there  was  decreased  instead  of 
increased  action  ;  he  conceived  that  in  delirium  tremens  the  capillaries 
were  in  the  same  state  in  the  brain  as  they  are  in  the  red  nose  and  the 
eye  of  the  habitual  drunkard,  which,  however,  were  not  considered  to 
be  inflammatory.  In  some  cases  inflammation  might  come  on  in  the 
brain  as  the  consequence  of  this  disordered  state  of^  the  capillaries,  and 
might  prove  highly  dangerous.  The  practitioner  was  fearflil  of  taking 
blood,  remembering  the  former  symptoms.  He  never  remembered  a 
fatal  case  of  delirium  tremens  in  which  there  was  not  effusion.  He  had 
invariably  found  a  large  quantity  of  blood  present  on  such  occasions. 

]Mr.  Clifton  and  Mr.  Hooper  said  that  they  had  found  the  treatment 
by  opiates  the  most  efiectual. 

Some  conversation  took  place  respecting  the  properties  of  opium,  and 
its  salts.  The  president  considered  that  there  was  no  decided  evidence 
of  opium  acting  as  a  stimulant.  Its  proper  effect  was  sedative,  producing 
sleep.     Respecting  narcotine,  be  was  quite  sure  that  it  was  not  a  stimu-. 
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lant.     He  had  tried  various  experiments  with    it,  and   he  had    found    no 
appreciable  effects  produced  on  the  system  by  its  administration. 
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BAYLE'S   ANATOMY* 

Elementary  works  on  the  subject  of  anatomy  should  always  meet  with 
encouragement  :  they  are  stepping  stones,  by  which  progress  is  made  in 
all  the  departments  of  practical  medicine  and  surgery — and  therefore 
actually  possess  direct  claims  upon  the  very  highest  and  soundest  class 
of  medical  readers.  Dr.  Doane,  of  New  York,  whose  name  is  now  quite 
familiar  to  men  of  science  in  this  country,  as  an  able  translator  of  five 
valuable  publicationa  tVom  the  French,  before  the  appearance  of  the  one 
to  which  this  notice  refers,  bears  personal  testimony  to  the  value  of  this 
little  volume  by  INI.  Bayle,  an  eminent  adjunct  professor  of  the  Faculty 
of  Medicine  at  Paris.  Before  it  fell  under  the  eye  of  Dr.  Doane,  its 
reputation  in  Europe  was  well  established,  and  it  had  even  been  translated 
into  ditTerent  continental  languages.  It  is  curious,  in  connection  with 
this  fact,  that  Bayle's  Anatomy  is  a  text-book  in  the  Egyptian  School  of 
Medicine.  Clot  Bey,  in  adopting  his  friend's  system,  as  in  everything 
else,  since  he  has  enjoyed  the  distinguished  patronage  of  All  Pasha,  ex- 
hibited a  good  judgment  and  discrimination. 

One  of  the  principal  excellences  at  once  discoverable  in  the  text  of 
this  work,  is  its  conciseness  and  accuracy — reminding  us  of  Mr.  Fife, 
who  had  the  art  of  condensing  more  matter  into  an  atom  of  space,  than 
almost  any  other  author  in  the  English  language.  Although  JNI.  Bayle 
understood  the  process  of  diminishing  things,  he  is  not  quite  so  skeleton- 
like  as  Dr.  JNIonro's  demonstrator.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Harpers, 
who  do  everything  nobly  in  the  literary  way,  did  not  interleave  about 
thirty  lithographic  illustrations — those  necessary  guides  for  the  student. 
But  that  would  have  enhanced  the  price,  which  is  now  so  trifling  that  no 
one  should  think  of  being  without  it.  What  is  one  dollar  and  twelve 
cents  for  a  neatly-executed  duodecimo  of  four  hundred  and  seventy  pages, 
containino-  all  the  discoveries  of  past  ages  in  the  science  of  anatomy  .'' 
It  is  of  a  convenient  size  for  the  pocket,  and  consequently  adapted  to  the 
lecture  room  or  the  dissecting  table.  Fully  anticipating  the  entire  suc- 
cess of  Dr.  Doane's  enterprise  in  adding  this  volume  to  the  accumulating 
cataloo-ue  he  has  so  rapidly  produced  from  the  bibliographic  treasures  of 
other  countries,  we  would  respectfully  recommend  to  him  to  remember 
the  value  of  plates,  in  the  next  edition.  We  understand  it  is  now  on  sale 
at  most  of  the  Boston  bookstores. 


*  An  Elementary  Treatise  on  Anatomy,  by  A.  L.  J.  Bayle,  M.n.  Adjunct  Professor  of  the  Faculty  of 
Medicine  at  Paris.  Translated  from  the  fourth  edition  of  the  French,  by  A.  Sidney  Doane,  A.M.  M.D. 
New  York,  published  by  Harper  &.  Brothers,  1837.     12  rao.  pages  470. 
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INVESTIGATIONS  IN   MEDICAL   SCIENCE. 

By  orderof  the  Medical  Society  of  Cincinnati,  "  Jin  Oration  on  the  guid- 
ance of  a  sound  philosophical  sjnrit  m  the  investigations  of  medical  science,'^ 
delivered  by  John  P.  Harrison,  M.D.,  on  the  fourth  of  January  last,  has 
been  published,  and  a  copy  has  been  forwarded  to  us  by  the  author.  It 
is  an  elevated  production,  giving  us  a  most  favorable  opinion  of  the  pow- 
ers of  Dr.  H.  ;  and  the  Society,  in  circulating  so  good  a  specimen  of 
western  talents,  will  gain  laurels  for  itself. 

Dr.  Harrison  has  neither  copied  the  language  of  his  predecessors  or 
cotemporaries — nor  has  he  made  the  attempt  to  shine  in  any  way  by  bor- 
rowed light.  Bold,  dignified,  and  consistent  in  every  page,  he  impresses 
the  reader  with  the  purity  of  his  own  active  mind,  while  he  pursues  a 
train  of  reasoning  which  must  meet  the  approbation  of  thinking  men. 
Much  fault  has  of  late  been  found  with  medical  writers  in  this  country, 
because  they  so  generally  manifest  a  disposition  for  controversy  :  we  do 
not,  however,  admit  this  to  be  true.  That  individuals  are  occasionally 
chargeable  with  this  fault,  must  be  admitted.  Some  gentlemen  seem  to 
be  constitutionally  prone  to  fault-finding,  and  delight  in  an  endless  war 
of  words,  sim|)ly  because  it  is  their  only  mode  of  making  themselves  dis- 
tinguished. Dr.  Harrison  discovers  himself,  on  the  contrary,  to  be  a 
peace-maker,  by  showing  what  the  true  objects  of  science  are.  And 
while  inculcating  principles  in  medical  practice,  he  conducts  those,  who 
are  willing  to  be  guided,  to  the  only  source  of  happiness  and  positive 
usefulness. 

But  this  was  only  intended  for  a  paragraph  to  acknowledge  the  recep- 
tion of  the  oration.  Another  dav  we  propose  to  make  such  extracts  as 
will  be  most  likely  to  interest  that  class  of  readers  for  whom  the  whole 
was  originally  designed. 


Charitable  Institutions. — A  Joint  Standing  Committee  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  this  State,  now  in  session,  have  recently  visited  the  Eye  and  Ear 
Infirmary,  in  Green  street,  Boston,  and  were  greatly  interested  in  the 
character  and  usefulness  of  the  institution.  Dr.  JefTries,  a  few  days  be- 
fore, made  an  interesting  plea  in  behalf  of  the  Infirmary,  which  deserves 
to  be  published.  The  Asylum  for  the  Blind,  in  Pearl  street,  came  next 
under  the  cognizance  of  the  Committee.  We  shall  be  more  exact  in  de- 
tailing the  particulars  hereafter,  not  feeling  at  liberty  to  anticipate  the  re- 
port that  will  probably  be  made  to  both  houses.  Thirdly,  the  Insane 
Hospital  at  Worcester  engaged  the  attention  of  the  (Committee  for  a  con- 
siderable time.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  establishment  is  in  fine 
condition,  dispensing  charity  with  an  open  hand.  We  shall  give  the  re- 
sults at  another  time-. 


The  Boylston  Medical  Societrj. — A  catalogue  of  this  interesting  and 
truly  enterprising  association,  has  recently  come  from  the  press.  The 
society  was  formed  on  the  sixth  of  January,  1811,  and  incorporated  by 
an  act  of  the  Legislature,  June  13th,  1823. 

"  It  is  composed  of  gentlemen,  who,  at  the  time  of  becoming  members, 
are  students  at  the  Medical  School  of  Harvard  University,  although  un- 
der peculiar  circumstances,  others  may  be  admitted  by  an  unanimous 
vote.     The  meetings  are  holden  weekly  during  each  course  of  Lectures 
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at  the  INIedical  College,  and  for  the  remainder  of  the  year,  so  often  as 
the  Society  shall  iVoiii  time  to  time  determine.  The  principal  exercises 
of  the  meetings  are,  a  dissertation,  which  is  read  by  each  member  alter- 
nately, and  the  discussion  of  some  medical  question.  Ward  Nicholas 
Boylston,  Esq.  from  whom  the  Society  took  its  name,  with  his  character- 
istic liberality  made  provision  that  the  value  of  twenty-five  dollars — in 
money,  books,  or  instruments — shall  be  awarded  in  a  premium  for  the 
best  medical  dissertation  offered  during  the  course  of  lectures  ;  or  fifteen 
for  the  best,  and  ten  lor  the  second  best,  if  deemed  expedient.  The 
funds  of  the  Society,  after  defraying  its  incidental  expenses,  are  appro- 
priated in  prizes  fir  the  best  anatomical  preparations  made  by  members, 
and  in  prizes  for  such  other  purposes  as  the  Society  shall  direct." 

Two  hundred  and  eighty-six  names  have  been  enrolled  since  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Sjciety.  JNineteen  of  these  have  been  professors  and  lec- 
turers in  various  medical  institutions — and  only  six  of  these  nineteen 
have  died.  Without  an  exception,  they  were  highly  talented  and  useful 
men,  who  exerted  a  berielicial  influence  in  society,  and  raised  themselves 
to  professional  distinction.  Only  torty-two  deaths  have  occurred,  as 
marked  by  asterisks,  fiom  1811  to  1837. 

The  Boylston  3Iedical  Society  is  entitled  to  great  praise  for  its  perse- 
verance and  industry.     Long  may  it  flourish  with  increasing  reputation. 


American  Medical  Association. — By  reading  an  account  of  a  convoca- 
tion at  Southampton,  England,  for  the  purpose  oi'  ftjniiing  a  southern 
branch  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  it  brought 
strongly  to  .mind  the  importance  of  forming  a  great  National  IMedical  So- 
ciety, which  we  have  repeatedly  urged  through  the  pages  ofthis  Jour- 
nal, upon  all  true  friends  of  medical  science,  in  the  United  Slates.  If 
some  manitestations  of  interest  towards  the  accomplishment  of  this  de- 
sirable object  are  not  made  within  the  present  season,  we  shall  be  com- 
pelled to  acknowledge  that  there  is  no  spirit  or  energy  remaining  among 
us.  Nothing  could  contribute  so  efl'ectually  to  a  perfect  system  of  pro- 
fessional good  fellowship  as  this  ;  and  the  good  influence  uhich  would  be 
exerted  throughout  the  union  by  a  National  IMedical  Society,  cannot  be 
calculated. 


Taliacoiian  Operation.  —  Some  time  since  mere  mention  was  made  of 
the  fact  that  this  operation  had  been  |)er!'ormed  in  Boston.  We  have  ex- 
amined the  patient,  and  had  a  detailed  account  of  all  the  circumstances 
relating  to  the  obvious  necessity  for  attempting  the  restoration  of  the  or- 
gan. It  is  now  a  bold  Roman  nose,  firmly  united  in  every  direction. 
The  wound  on  the  forehead  has  been  healed — so  that  one  unacquainted 
with  the  particulars  of  the  case,  would  hardly  credit  the  assertion  that  so 
much  as  now  constitutes  the  patient's  new  facial  superfices  was  taken 
from  above  his  eyes.  It  is  curious  that  the  sensation  of  touch  at  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  nose,  is  referred  to  the  highest  region  of  the  forehead.  A 
minute  report,  from  the  ingenious  operator,  is  in  preparation  for  the  Jour- 
nal, and  therefore  we  choose  not  to  anticipate  his  design  by  further 
remarks. 


Coplandh  Medical  Dictionary. — To  the   inquiries  which  are  repeatedly 
made  respecting  the  third  part  of  this  work,  we   regret  that  no  satisfac- 
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tory  answers  can  be  ijiven.  It  is  well  known  that  it  has  been  stereotyped 
in  this  city,  and  that  the  plates  are  retained  by  the  typefounders  as  secu- 
rity for  payment.  What  progress,  if  any,  has  lecently  been  made  to- 
wards striking  oflTan  edition  for  subscribers,  is  unknown  to  us.  Part  IV. 
has  not  yet  been  published,  we  believe,  in  England. 


Boston  Bill  of  MorlaUty. — At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  a  Committee  of 
the  Boston  Medical  Association,  at  the  Mayor's  office,  on  Tuesday,  Feb. 
7,  some  progress  was  made  towards  the  accomplishirient  of  a  desirable 
alteration  in  t!;e  nomenclature  of  the  bill  of  mortality.  The  Board  of 
Aldermen  seem  perl'ectly  disposed  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  Association, 
and  a  better  constructed  table  of  mortality  may  hereafter  be  expected. 


The  Blind  in  Ohio. — It  has  been  ascertained  by  investigation  made  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  preparatory  to  measures  for  establishing  an  institution 
for  the  instruction  of  the  blind,  that  in  fifty-nine  counties  there  are  i287 
blind  persons,  of  whom  160  are  males  and  1'27  females.  Of  this  number 
60  are  under  16  years  of  age,  and  29  are  from  16  to  25  ;  72  are  in  easy 
circumstances  ;  74  are  poor  ;  67  are  supported  by  friends,  and  20  at  the 
public  charge. 

jyeiv  York  Infirmary  for  Diseases  of  the  Skin — Drs.  John  W.  Schmidt, 
Minturn  Post,  and  Charles  Porter,  are  the  physicians  of  this  excellently 
devised  institution.  It  has  long  been  a  matter  of  surprise  with  us  that 
some  two  or  three  medical  gentlemen  have  not  united  in  establishing  an 
infirmary  of  the  same  kind,  and  upon  the  same  plan,  in  Boston.  Its  suc- 
cess would  be  very  certain — for  the  nmltitude  who  would  be  seeking  ad- 
vice is  far  greater  than  is  generally  imagined.  Fort  Hill,  of  all  other 
places  in  the  town,  appears  to  be  the  most  suitable  locality,  and  we  again 
urge  it  upon  the  consideration  of  some  of  our  enterprising  young  physi- 
cians to  make  an  immediate  move  in  the  business,  before  some  stranger 
steps  in  and  engrosses  the  practice. 


Diseases  of  the  Tee//?..— If  there  is  a  good  treatise  extant  on  the  diseases 
of  the  teeth,  written  in  the  United  States,  will  some  one  have  the  kindness 
to  inform  us  by  whom  it  was  written,  and  where  published.  Further,  is 
there  a  work  on  operative  dentistry,  of  a  domestic  origin,  in  this  operat- 
ing country  ?  These  questions  are  propounded  with  a  view  to  ascertain- 
ing the  facts.  Our  impression  is  that  no  such  works  exist.  We  are  de- 
sirous of  seeing  something  from  such  men  as  Dr.  Flagg  and  Dr.  Har- 
wood,  of  this  city.  They  are  practical  anatomists,  and  perfectly  conver- 
sant with  the  whole  dental  domain. 

To  CoRRF.spoNDF.NTs. — Mclntosli's  Practice,  a  new  and  valuable  edition,  with 
notes  by  Dr.  Morton — the  Annual  Report  of  the  Insane  Hospital  at  Worcester — 
Dr.  Hamilton's  Address  before  the  Students  of  his  Private  School  of  Anatomy,  at 
Auburn,  N.  Y.,  will  each  have  a  separate  notice  as  soon  as  room  can  be  found  for 
them. 

DiEn,— At  New  York,  William  Hamersly,  M.D.  aged  72,  an  eminent  physician 
of  that  city — a  bioarraphical  sketch  of  whos'e  life  it  would  be  hio-hly  gratifying  to 
obtain.— In  Litchfield,  Dr.  Joseph  N.  Pigin,  aged  28.— At  Mt.  Hope,  Orange  Co. 
N.  Y.,  Dr.  Silas  Loomis,  aged  63. 
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Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  February  11,40.     Males,  16 — females,  24. 

Dropsy  on  llie  brain,  2 — consumption,  5 — lung  lever,  4 — rheumatic,  2 — aneurism.  1 — convul- 
sions, 2 — infantile,  2— canker,  1 — croup,  4 — burn,  1 — inflammation  of  the  lungs,  1 — niortilication,  1 — 
delirium  tremens,  1 — smallpox,  i — cancer,  I — typhus  fever,  1 — apoplexy,  I — dropsy,  1 — throat  dis- 
temper, 1 — bowel  complaint,  1 — inflammation  of  the  bladder.  1 — iiiHammation  of  the  brain,  1. 

verm"ont^iedica171:~ollege,  at  Woodstock,  vtT 

CONNECTED  AVITH  MIDDLEBURV  COLLEGE. 

{Incorporated  by  the  Legislature  of  Vermont,  October,  1835,  icith  the  power  of  confer- 
ring degrees. 
The  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  at  this  Institulion"\vill  commence  on  the  secondThursday  of  March 
next,  and  continue  thirteen  weeks. 

H.  H.  Childs,  M.D.        .        -        .        -        Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Obstetrics. 
Oilman  Kimball,  .\I.D.     -        .        -        -     Physiology  and  Surgery. 
Datid  Palmkr,  M.U.      -        -        -        -        Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica. 
lloBERT  Watts,  Jb.  -M.D.  .        .        .     Anatomy. 

Norman  Williams,  A.M.       .        -        -        Medical  Jurisprudence. 
D.  C.  Perry,  M.D.     -----    Demonstrations  in  Anatomy. 
The  usual  number  of  Lectures  will  be  ^i-e,  daily— besides  the  Demonstrations  in  Anatomy,  and 
occasional  evening  examinations. 

Considerable  additions  are  now  making  to  the  Chemical  apparatus  ;  and  opportunities  will  be  fur- 
nished to  students  for  practical  anatomy,  arrangements  for  that  purpose  having  been  made  last  year 
in  the  city  of  New  York. 

Jj5=  JVo  subject  for  digsection  icill  be  received  from  any  person,  or  on  any  terms. 

Fees  for  the  course,  $45.  Graduation,  §18.  For  those  who  have  attended  two  courses,  but  do  not 
graduate,  SIO.  All  the  above  expenses  to  be  paid  in  advance,  or  secured  by  note,  with  a  satisfactory 
endorser,  to  David  Pierce,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  the  Institution.  Board  is  usually  furnished  at  $2  per 
week,  including  room,  wood,  lights,  and  washing. 

Students  are  requested  to  come  provided  with  two  or  more  standard  works  on  each  of  the  above 
designated  branches  of  study. 
Degrees  will  be  conferred  at  the  close  of  the  lecture  term. 

Examinations  will  be  conducted  by  the  Medical  Faculty,  in  presence  of  a  delegation  from  the  Col- 
lege, and  a  committee  appointed  by  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  incorjioration.— Requisites  to  an  examination  are,  that  the  student  produce  satisfactory 
testimonials  of  moral  character,  and  of  his  having  studied  three  years  with  a  regular  practition- 
er ;  thiit  he  shall  have  attended  two  courses  of  public  Lectures,  one  of  which  must  have  been  at 
this  institution  ;  and  that  he  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  21  years.  For  particulars  relating  to  pri- 
vate instruction,  students  are  referred  to  the  annual  catalogues  of  the  school. 

By  order  of  the  Trustees,  NORMAN  WILLIAMS,  Secretary. 

Note. — The  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  at  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institution  commences  the  last 
Thursday  of  August,  at  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  and  continues  thirteen  weeks.— Fees  for  the  Course,  $50. 
Feb.  14— 1.\19 

'  A  BARGAIN. 

A  PHYS1CLA.X  in  the  County  of  Kennebeck  (Maine),  wishing  to  leave  the  State,  would  dispose 
of  his  situation  on  the  most  reasonable  terms.  It  is  an  eligible  stand  for  business,  and  offers  a  rare 
opportunity  for  any  young  gentleman  wishing  to  engage  in  the  practice  of  medicine.  For  further 
information,  inquire  at  this  office— if  by  letter,  post  paid. 

Feb.  1. tf      

MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

THE  Subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  instruction  to  IMediral  Students.  Oppor- 
tunities will  be  afforded  for  the  observation  of  diseases  and  their  treatment  in  one  of  the  Dispensa- 
ry Districts  and  at  the  House  of  Industry;  and  clinical  instruction  will  be  given  on  the  cases. 
Weekly  Lectures  and  Recitations  will  be'given  on  the  various  branches  of  Medical  Science,  and 
ample  opportunities  afforded  for  the  cultivation  of  Practical  Anatomy.  Special  attention  w-ill  be  p^id 
lo  the  exploration  of  diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Lungs. 
Applications  miiy  be  made  to  either  of  the  Subscribers. 
"^  MARSHALL  S.  PERRY,  M.D. 

AUGUSTUS  A.  GOULD,  M.D. 
Xov  30  HENRY  I.  BOWDITCH,  M.D. 

HENRY  G.  WILEY,  M.D. 

TO   MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

The  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  in  all  the  branches  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery.  A  suitable  room  will  be  provided,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  medical 
library,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  districts  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  Eye 
and  Ear  Infirmarv,  and  of  attending  a  course  of  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye. 

A  regular  cours'e  of  recitations  and  examinations  will  include  all  the  required  professional  works. 
Anatomical  instruction  and  private  dissection  will  form  a  prominent  part  in  the  study  of  the  pupils. 
For  further  information,  apply  to  either  of  the  subscribers.  JOHN  JFFFRIES,  M.I). 

R.  W.  HOOPER,  M.D. 
Franldin  Street,  JVov.  9,  \ii3G.  NIG— tf  JOHN  II.   DIX,  M.D. 
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CASE  OF   FRACTURE   OF  THE   FEMUR  SUCCESSFULLY  TREATED   ON 
THE   SPLLNTLESS   METHOD. 

,   BY    JOIl.V    JOH.NSTOX    KKLSO,    M.D.    LISBIR.N. 

Sarah  Phillips,  jetatis  four,  whilst  amusing  herself  with  some  compan- 
ions, on  the  10th  of  October,  received  a  fall  from  a  cart.  Some  time 
afterwards  1  saw  her,  and  found  that  she  had  got  an  oblique  fracture  of 
the  femur,  about  the  junction  of  the  lower  two  thirds  of  this  bone  with 
the  upper  third.  There  existed  considerable  tumefaction,  will)  some 
pain  about  the  seat  of  injury,  tiie  effect  of  violence  inflicted  by  one  of 
the  relatives  of  the  child,  who,  mistaking  the  real  nature  of  the  accident, 
had  employed  rather  forcible  traction  of  the  limb.  Having  reduced  the 
fracture,  the  extremity  was  laid  on  a  pillow,  stuffed  with  finely-curled 
tow,  on  which  the  eighteen-tailed  bandage  had  been  previously  placed. 
Tiie  tails  of  the  bandage  having  been  lapped  around  the  thigh,  of  a 
moderate  tightness,  there  was  then  applied  two  thin  slips  of  wood,  of 
about  ten  inches  long  and  two  broad,  as  a  set-off"  against  splints,  which 
are  considered  by  the  people  as  indispensable.  These  having  been 
bedded  with  tow,  so  as  to  defend  from  their  contact  the  immediate  seat 
of  injury,  they  were  bound  down  at  eitlier  end  by  tapes.  Finally,  the 
edges  of  the  pillow  were  drawn  a  little  up  towards  the  sides  of  the 
extremity,  by  bands  of  calico,  and  so  adjusted  underneath  by  padding  as 
to  bring  the  limb  to  that  easy  bent  position  in  which  the  muscles  are 
most  relaxed. 

Second  day. — The  limb  is  much  swelled,  hot,  and  very  painful,  more 
especially  about  the  seat  of  fracture,  accompanied  with  general  restless- 
ness, and  impatience  of  confinement,  on  the  part  of  the  child.  It  is 
thus  extremely  difficult  to  preserve  anything  like  quietude  in  the  injured 
part.  Tilt  superacetate  of  lead  lotion  is  to  be  assiduously  applied  to 
the  limb. 

Fifth  day. — Circumstances,  over  which  I  had  no  control,  prevented 
me  from  visiting  my  little  patient  till  to-day,  when  I  with  regret  discov- 
ered that  things  had  not  gone  on  so  favorably  as  my  anticipations  had 
led  me  to  expect.  It  is  true,  the  tumefaction,  heat,  and  pain,  have,  in 
great  measure,  subsided,  but  the  fracture  is  displaced,  the  extremities  of 
the  bone  are  riding  upon  each  other,  and  the  limb  quite  crooked.  This 
state  of  things  arose  from  the  foot  having  slided  off"  the  erlge  of  the 
pillow  during  the  tossings  of  the  child,  without  being  replaced.  The 
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fracture  was  again  reducetJ,  and  the  liiiib  put  up  a<?  before,  charge  being 
given,  at  the  same  time,  to  the  immediate  attendants  on  the  child,  to 
preserve  the  limb  as  nearly  as  possible  in  the  position  in  which  it  was 
now  lefi. 

Sixteenth  daij. — Since  the  date  of  the  last  report  the  fracture  has 
rapidly  progressed  towards  complete  re-union,  in  the  absence  of  all  local 
pain  or  uneasiness.  The  callus  is  now  so  firm  as  to  allow  tiie  little  pa- 
tient to  elevate  its  limb  from  the  pillow  on  which  it  reposes,  and  even  to 
throw  it  about  playfully.  But  in  order  to  guard  against  unnecessary  or 
rash  movements,  until  the  callus  becomes  more  firm,  1  thought  it  pru- 
dent to  apply  to  the  extremity  a  rather  long  piece  of  slender  wood,  with 
a  circular  roller,  as  a  precautionary  measure  againt  anv  untoward  acci- 
dent which,  in  some  of  the  child's  playful  moods,  might  otherwise  pos- 
sibly befall  it. 

Ilemarks. — This  case  affords  another  convincing  exam|)le  in  favor  of 
the  method  advocated  by  Mr.  Radley  in  the  trealment  of  fractures.  And 
when  we  reflect  how  frequently  these  accidents  occur,  and  tlie  greater  or 
less  suffering  which  they  usually  excite,  no  one  can  view  with  indiffer- 
ence the  proposal  of  a  method  of  treatment  recommended  so  powerful- 
ly by  its  simplicity,  and  its  freedom  from  producing  local  pain  or  uneasi- 
ness, contrasting  strongly,  as  it  does,  with  the  couuiion  jiraclice  of  the 
day,  as  sanctioned  by  the  greatest  names  which  adorn  the  profession, 
both  in  this  and  other  countries. 

The  case,  also,  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  possesses  some  additional  in- 
terest, from  the  circumstance  of  its  occurring  in  so  young  a  subject,  who, 
with  more  than  the  ordinary  restlessness  of  habit  of  its  }  ears,  and  devoid 
of  judgment  in  regarii  to  the  right  rules  of  management,  which  should 
bave  been  implicitly  adhered  to,  was,  it  will  be  conceded,  peculiarly  ill 
adapted  for  being  the  subject  of  experiment.  Add  to  this  the  general 
and  reprehensible  negligence  evinced  on  the  part  of  the  nearest  relatives 
of  the  child,  and  our  wonder  at  the  successful  termination  of  the  case 
will  not  be  a  little  increased.  In  proof  of  the  justness  of  what  I  have 
been  now^  stating,  I  may  merely  allude  to  the  fact  of  the  palpable  dis- 
placement of  the  fracture,  and  the  evident  crookedness  of  the  member, 
on  the  fifth  day  of  tlie  accident — a  state  of  matters  which  was,  in  some 
degree,  anticipated,  from  the  feverish  excitement  and  restlessness  of  the 
child,  but  which  might,  I  think,  have  been  easily  counteracted  by  pro- 
per attention  to  that  right  management  which  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  so  imperiously  demanded.  Nor  was  any  the  least  intimation  given 
to  me  on  the  subject  of  the  occurrence.  It  would  be  wholly  umieces- 
sary  to  remark — were  it  not  to  antici[)ate  an  objection  which  may  possi- 
bly be  urged  against  the  adoption  of  a  practice  that  demands  the  closest 
observation,  opposed,  as  it  may  be  considered  to  be,  to  any  such  incon- 
venience attenciing  the  one  in  common  use — that  in  country  practice, 
however  urgent  the  case  may  happen  to  be,  professional  visits  must  be 
always  irregular.  This  objection,  however  plausible  it  may  at  first  view 
appear,  only  holds  good,  if,  indeed,  it  can  hold  at  all,  in  those  cases 
where  the  subjects  of  the  accident  in  question  are  of  so  tender  an  age 
as  not  to  possess  understanding ;  for  individuals  of  maturer  years,  en- 
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lightened  by  reason  and  experience,  will  hardly  fail  to  afford  to  their 
case  the  necessary  attention,  under  a  system  of  treatment  which  dispen- 
ses with  a  farrago  of  surgical  apparatus,  relieves  tlieni  from  a  greater  or 
less  amount  of  painful  sufferings,  and,  as  a  limited  experience  would 
seetn  to  prove,  expedites  considerably  the  cuie. 

It  will  be  observed  that  on  the  sixteenth  day  from  the  receipt  of  the 
injurr,  and  on  the  eleventh  from  the  second  reduction  of  the  fracture, 
the  callus  was  so  firm  as  to  allow  the  little  patient  to  move  about  the 
Ihnb  pretty  freely.  And  after  the  tumefaction  and  pain  which  had  been 
induced  at  fast  by  the  gross  violence  lo  which  the  injured  thigh  was  sub- 
jected, had  once  fairly  subsided,  there  occurred  nothing  afterwards  to 
impede  the  rapid  progress  of  the  cure. 

In  fefiecting  union  of  fractures,  there  are  three  essential  elements,  viz. 
rest,  correct  position,  and  a  particular  quantity  of  constitutional  energy, 
so  as  to  be  capable  of  determining  a  relative  amount  of  local  reparative 
action. 

Every  one  is  aware  of  the  good  effects  of  rest,  more  especially  in  the 
earlier  stages,  in  favoring  ossific  union  ;  and  whether  this  be  broken  in 
upon  by  general  restlessness  on  the  part  of  the  patient,  or,  what  is  infi- 
nitely more  common,  by  local  irritation,  from  one  or  more  causes,  excit- 
ing to  more  or  less  muscular  action  in  the  injured  limb,  the  effects  are 
equally  injurious.  The  recognition  of  this  important  principle  is  com- 
paratively modern,  and  undoubtedly  constituted  a  new  era  in  surgical 
science.  But  we  are  mainly  indebted  to  Mr.  Pott  for  his  eloquent  ad- 
vocacy of  the  great  utility  of  complete  quietude  in  the  treatment  of  the 
accidents  in  question.  Arid  since  the  amount  of  repose  was  discovered 
to  bear  a  certain  and  fixed  ratio  to  muscular  relaxation,  the  question 
naturally  arose  in  the  mind  of  Mr.  Pott,  whether  it  was  not  possible  to 
effect  complete  relaxation  of  all  the  muscles  of  an  extremity,  by  placing 
it  in  the  easy  bent  position?  Advocating,  however,  as  the  great  English 
surgeon  did,  the  affirmative  of  this  question,  the  generality  of  the  pro- 
fession are  justly  opposed  to  such  a  doctrine  ;  but  all  concur  in  believing 
that  the  greatest  possible  relaxation  of  all  the  muscles  results  from  that 
position  in  which  the  extremity  is  moderately  seuiiflexed,  the  thigh  upon 
the  pelvis,  and  the  leg  upon  the  thigh.  Holding,  then,  in  view  this  im- 
portant principle,  it  is  matter  at  once  of  surprise  and  regret,  that  it  should 
not  have  been  earlier  turned  to  account  in  the  treatusent  of  fractures  ; 
for  the  method  promulgated  by  Dessault,  preferred,  as  it  almost  univer- 
sally is,  in  France,  and  pretty  generally  adopted  in  these  countries,  is, 
confessedly,  based  upon  the  principle  of  coercing  or  restraining  muscular 
action,  the  avowedly  great  opponent  of  ossific  union,  by  a  mechanical 
apparatus.  A  little  reflection,  however,  must  have  shown  that  this  prac- 
tice, which  I,  too,  have  occasionally  adopted,  is  better  calculated  to  dis- 
play the  triumph  of  surgical  genius  than  the  promotion  of  the  curative 
efforts  of  (lature  by  scientific  means,  and  with  reference  to  ease.  It  is 
both  difficult  and  painful,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  to  subdue  muscular 
power,  not  to  mention  the  insuperable  inconvenience  of  the  most  ap- 
proved mechanism  by  which  that  end  may  be  atlained.  Besides,  rea- 
soning, dpriorif  would  lead  us  to  expect  what  experience  goes  lo  con- 
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firm,  that  ilio>e  muscles  which  are  thus  sul)jected  to  a  specie;s  ofcoercion 
or  torture,  are  much  louger  in  regainina,  their  wonted  activity  than  if 
they  had  been  reposing  all  the  while,  under  the  placid  system  of 
relaxation. 

True  it  is,  we  have  the  fracture  apparatus  of  Sir.  C.  Bell,  and  the 
real  improvement  U|)on  that  by  Mr.  Earle,  by  which  the  Tnnb  ii)ay  be 
retained  in  the  easy  bent  position,  during  the  process  of  curation.  This 
was  certainly  an  important  improvement,  not  as  regards  simplifying  the 
sin-gical  appaiatus,  but  by  relieving  the  jiatient  from  the  indescribable 
uneasiness  of  the  straight  postme  of  the  limb,  for  an  indefinite  length  of 
lime,  and  the  greater  or  less  sufferings  from  continued  extension.  In 
this  method  short  splints  are  only  admissible.  An  able  reviewer,  in  the 
Oclobei-  nuMibt-rof  Dr.  Johnson's  Rt:view,\ms  defined  ^^  short  splints  ap- 
plied only  to  the  thigh,  as  not  being  treatment  with  splints,"  and  there 
can  surely  accrue  nothing  of  disadvaiiiage,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  in 
abandoning  them  altogether  ;  and  as  there  can  be  no  magic  in  the  wood 
on  which  the  lind)  reposes,  any  more  than  in  the  pillow,  the  innovation  of 
the  pillowy  method  must  surely  be  invaluable,  as  being  so  much  more 
congenial  to  the  sensations  of  the  patient. 

Next  in  importance  to  rest,  is  the  apposition  of  the  extremities  of  the 
fractuied  bone  ;  and  it  is  a  well-ascertained  lact,  that  the  more  correct 
the  apposition  is,  the  union  is  effected  not  only  more  speedily  but  more 
solidly.  The  fracture  having  been  properly  reduced,  the  reaplation  can 
only  be  disturbed  through  the  agency  of  the  muscles;  and  if  these  or- 
gans can  be  invited  to  repose,  as  it  is  admitted  they  may  be,  by  an  ap- 
propriate system  of  management,  such  a  procedure  will  surely  be  pre- 
feiable  to  one  operated  through  the  agency  of  physical  force. 

With  regard  to  constitutional  energy,  I  have  to  remark,  that  we  are 
sufficiently  conversant  with  the  principal  phenomena  characteristic  of 
the  state  of  system  to  which  the  above  conventional  term  is  appli- 
cable, although  we  are  conipletely  ignorant  of  the  real  amount  of  vigor 
absolutely  necessary  to  the  ))erfecting  of  ossific  union.  Fractures,  it  is 
well  known,  unite  with  different  de2;rees  of  celeiity,  under  circumstances, 
so  Air  as  external  appearances  are  concerned,  very  nearly  the  same,  and 
there  are  |)eculiar  states  of  the  system,  besides  those  generally  admitted, 
which  effectually  oppose  the  reparative  act  altogether.  Were  it  even 
possible  to  ascertain  the  cause,  or  series  of  causes,  which  lead  to  such 
results,  the  newly-acquired  knowledge  might,  perhaps,  prove  of  but  tri- 
fling; advantage  ;  but  management,  both  general  and  local,  has,  I  am  sat- 
isfied, more  to  do  in  these  cases  than  is  generally  believed.  And  in 
cases  of  non-union,  I  am  equally  convinced  that  there  is  generally  too 
much  attributed  to  defective  constitutional  vigor,  &.C.,  and  too  little  at- 
tention paid  to  those  minor,  more  trivial,  indications,  which  legitimately 
fall  within  the  province  of  surgical  art.  In  proof  of  the  correctness  of 
what  has  here  been  asserted,  i  could  adduce,  were  it  necessary,  some 
cases  in  point,  from  personal  observation  ;  and,  in  conclusion,  I  would 
observe,  that  whatever  method  of  treatment  the  [)ractitioner,  in  his 
judgment,  may  choose  to  arlopt,  the  more  insignificant  (unsnrgical,  if 
you  please)  points   of  management  should  not  be  overlooked,  in   liis 
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eagerness  to  ap'^roacli  to  absolute  perfection  in  liie  more  prominent  and 
strictly  surgical. — London  Lancet. 


CASES  OF   COLICA    PICTOxNUM. 

BY  L.  A.  DUGAS,  M.P.,  PROF.  OF  A.NAT.  JIE!).  COLLEGE  OF  GEORGIA. 

Case  1st. — INI.  J.,  about  twelve  years  of  age,  apparently  of  a  good  con- 
stitution, and  an  apprentice  printer,  was  taken  in  July  last  with  pain  in 
the  bowels,  which  gradually  increased  in  intensity  until  it  became  excru- 
ciating. It  had  continued  thus  more  than  a  week  when  I  saw  him,  and 
learned  that  the  most  powerful  cathartics  had,  during  this  time,  been  ad- 
ministered liberally  without  the  slightest  alvine  effect.  1  found  him 
writhing  with  agony  ;  the  pain  had  extended  to  the  lower  extremities, 
but  especially  to  the  feet  ;  his  system  evinced  no  febrile  action  ;  his 
tongue  was  normal ;  in  short,  he  presented  every  symptom  of  colica  pic- 
tonum, to  which  his  avocation  exposed  him.  Having  long  since  consid- 
ered this  a  nervous  affection,  although  the  effect  of  a  specific  agency,  1 
examined  carefully  the  condition  of  the  spine,  but  detected  in  it  not  the 
slishtest  tenderness  when  subjected  to  pressure,  percussion,  and  lateral 
motion  of  the  vertebrae.  This  circumstance  deterred  me  from  immedi- 
ately directing  my  treatment  to  this  region,  and  a  few  cathartic  pills  and 
a  sinapism  to  the  abdomen  were  ordered.  On  seeing  him  the  next  day, 
1  found  that  the  pills  had  not  operated  and  that  his  sufferings  were  un- 
mitigated, notwithstanding  large  doses  of  laudanum  had  lieen  added  to 
my  prescription,  during  the  night,  by  the  lad's  mother.  1  now  ordered 
a  blister  to  be  applied  to  the  spine,  extending  from  the  middle  dorsal  to 
the  last  lumbar  veitebra^,  and  three  inches  wide;  also  another  dose  of 
the  cathartic  pills  to  be  given  whenever  the  vesication  sl)(»uld  commence. 
On  my  next  visit,  the  following  day,  I  had  the  gratification  to  find  my 
patient  perfectly  free  from  pain  ;  the  blister  had  drawn  finely,  and  the 
cathartic  had  acted  kindly.  Convalescence  was  rapid,  and  the  boy  re- 
turned in  a  few  days  to  his  former  occupations,  without  any  other 
remedy. 

Case  2d. — M.  B.,  an  apprentice  printer,  about  fifteen  years  of  age, 
has  had  several  attacks  of  colica  pictonum,  at  intervals  of  about  six  months. 
Called  to  him  on  the  ninih  August  last,  I  found  him  lal)orln2,  under  a 
violent  return  of  this  disease.  The  feet  were  also  affected  in  tills  case. 
]\o  tenderness  of  the  spine.  A  dose  of  oil  and  a  sinapism  to  the  abdo- 
men were  ordered,  and  remained  without  effect.  On  the  tenth,  finding 
the  pulse  full  and  resisting,  at  the  same  time  thai  a  tendency  to  stupor 
and  delirium  was  manifested,  twenty  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  from 
the  arm,  and  the  oil  repeated.  ]No  diminution  of  pain-  having  taken 
place,  in  the  evening  the  dorsal  and  lundxir  spine  were  freely  cupped. 
Eleventh.  Passed  a  much  better  night  than  usual  and  feels  much  beiier, 
though  not  entirely  relieved.  A  blue  pill  to  be  taken  morning,  noon 
and  night.  Twelfth.  Pains  have  returned  with  redoubled  violence,  de- 
lirium and  slight  convulsions  from  excessive  suffering  ;  bowels  Iiave  been 
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slli^Iilly  nioved  ;  cups  reanplied  to  the  spine,  and  a  blister  over  tiie  cup- 
ped surface  at  night  ;  blue  pills  continued.  Thirteenth.  Blister  has 
drtuvn  well ;  relief  is  complete.  The  bowels  were  now  opened  with 
oil,  and  the  case  discharged  the  next  day. 

Case  3d. — This  is  a  return  of  the  disease  in  the  subject  of  the  first 
case.  It  occurred  on  the  twentieth  October,  with  precisely  the  same 
symptoms  it  had  before  presented.  The  costiveness  had  been  endea- 
vored to  be  removed  by  oil,  &;c.,  on  the  first  day  of  the  attack,  but  in 
vain.  1  immediately  ordered  a  blister  to  the  spine,  which  gave  relief  as 
soon  as  it  acted — a  cartharlic  then  administered,  acted  without  difficulty, 
and  the  case  was  discharged  well  the  second  day.  Here  the  spine  Dre- 
sented  no  tenderness. 

Remarks. — It  will  be  noted  that  the  spine  in  neither  of  these  cases, 
evinced  the  slightest  sensitiveness  ;  yet  revulsives  api)iied  to  it  were  in- 
variably and  promptly  followed  by  the  most  decided  relief.  VVe  may 
infer  from  this  circumstance  that  the  poisonous  effects  of  lead  are  princi- 
pally manifested  in  the  sympathetic  nerves,  and  that  it  is  because  of 
their  free  connnunication  with  the  spinal  marrow,  that  revulsives  applied 
near  this  column  act  so  advantageously.  Indeed  it  would  seem  that  the 
disease  may  in  some  instances  extend,  by  continuity  of  substance,  or 
otherwise,  from  the  sympathetic  nerves  to  the  spinal  marrow  itself,  thus 
accounting  for  the  pain  of  the  extremities,  and  even  loss  of  motion, 
which  so  often  complicate  colica  pictonum. — Southern  Med.  Jour. 
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[The  following  remarks,  from  the  Worcester  Palladium,  are  certainly 
very  sensible.  If  they  were  particularly  intended  for  medical  readers,  it 
would  have  been  better  had  they  been  sent  directly  to  this  office.  It  is 
with  an  expectation  of  hearing  from  the  writer  in  tlie  way  of  an  original 
con)munication,  that  a  jepublication  is  given  to  this  short  article,  which 
might  be  more  elaborately  written  upon  with  manifest  advantage  to  the 
profession.] 

It  requires  an  industiious  man  to  keep  up  v.ith  the  progress  of  knowl- 
edge, even  in  the  profession  with  which  he  is  most  conversant;  but  in 
no  part  of  the  wide  field  of  investigation  lias  this  remark  so  mucli  ap- 
positoness  as  to  medical  science.  The  medical  profession,  it  is  believed, 
is  running  rapidly  in  advance  of  those  kindred  occupations,  which  by 
general  assent  have  obtained  the  ai)pellaiion  of  the  learned  professions. 
Medical  pretenders,  it  is  true,  were  never  more  numerous  than  now — for 
indeed  their  name  is  "  legion."  But  the  number  of  learned  doctors  of 
medicine  is  rapidly  augmenting,  as  is  evinced  by  the  discoveries  and  in- 
ventions that  are  constantly  developed  by  their  investigation  of  the  physi- 
cal constitution  of  man — the  laws  that  govern  his  being — the  obstructions, 
often  dark  and  intricate,  that  impede  the  vital  energies — and  by  their 
patient  inquiries  in  the  wide  expanse  of  nature  for  remedies  to  relieve  the 
disturbed  functions  of  life.     In  no  employment  is  study — deep,  patient 
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study — more  necessary.  Diseases  vvliich  bear  the  fame  name  under  all 
circiiinsiances,  are  constantly  presenting  themselves  under  ever-varying 
modifications;  and  though  their  general  language  may  be  intelligible  to  a 
superficial  observer,  yet" a  skdful  practitioner  will  not,  and  should  not, 
rest  satisfied  till  he  can  interpret  the  symptoms,  which,  like  so  many  dia- 
lects, they  present  under  each  of  their  multifarious  forn;S.  As  in  diet, 
what  is  one  man's  meat,  may  be  another's  poiso?!,  so  in  medical  practice, 
what  may  be  a  safe  prescri|)tion  in  one  case  may  be  highly  detrimental 
in  another,  which  may  exhibit  many  of  the  same  symptoms,  and  yet  be 
of  an  essentially  different  character.  None  but  an  attentive  observer, 
skilled  in  the  interpretation  of  the  language  of  diseases,  should  be  per- 
mitted to  prescribe  for  a  machine  of  such  delicate  structure  as  the  hu- 
man frame.  With  the  best  intentions,  he  who  does  not  understand 
thoroughly  its  mechanism,  may  destroy  it  when  he  honestly  thinks  he 
shall  iniprove  it.  With  tliese  views,  we  always  record  with  pleasure  the 
evidences  of  the  onward  progress  of  medical  science. 

Auscultation,  as  defined  by  Dr.  Webster,  is  "  the  act  of  listening  ;" 
and  the  art  has  been  carried  to  a  wonderful  extent,  as  appears  by  a  re- 
cent number  of  the  London  Quarterly  Reviev.-,  by  Dr.  F.  M.  Latham, 
Physician  to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital.  We  have  not  noticed  that 
his  book  has  been  republished  in  this  country  ;  but  the  fact  that  he  is  at 
the  head  of  one  of  the  largest  hospitals  in  London,  shows  not  only  h'.s 
respectability  in  his  profession,  but  that  he  has  had  abundant  opportuni- 
ties to  test  the  truth  of  his  theory  by  experiments.  With  the  aid  of  a 
trumpet-formed  tube.  Dr.  Latham  claims  to  be  able,  in  diseases  of  the 
lungs  and  chest,  to  tell  what  parts  are  affected,  and  in  what  manner,  by 
the  noise,  peculiar  to  the  various  parts,  caused  by  the  rushing  of  the 
blood  along  the  arteries,  the  beating  of  the  heart,  respiration,  k.c.  When 
the  ear  has  become  familiar  with  the  natural  sounds  produced  by  the 
functions  of  a  healthy  structure,  it  will  readily  detect  the  deviations 
caused  by  disease,  their  locality,  and  their  progress  to  a  more  disordered 
or  more  healthy  action.  In  this  occult  art,  Dr.  Latham  has  gone  be- 
yond all  other  experimenters. 

The  question  is  one  of  great  practical  moment,  whether  auscultation 
affords  any  essential  aid  in  curing  the  diseased  parts  of  the  internal  struc- 
ture whose  complaints  it  interprets.  From  the  review  of  Dr.  Latham's 
book,  it  does  not  appear  that  he  is  yet  enabled  by  his  art  to  arrest  that 
most  formidable  of  all  antagonists  with  which  physicians  have  to  contend, 
consumption;  or,  indeed,  that  the  knowledge  it  gives  him,  is  of  any 
practical  importance  in  applying  prescriptions.  But  it  is  an  acquisition 
not  to  be  despised,  that  the  practitioner  is  able  to  detect  the  cause,  the 
seat,  and  the  operation  of  disease.  It  is  the  first  great  step  to  a  discovery 
of  more  intense  and  absorbing  interest,  which  it  is  hoped  will  ere  long 
be  made — that  of  a  remedy  for  those  internal  maladies  that,  under  the 
name  of  consumption,  cut  down  human  life  uiih  as  nnich  fatality  as  be- 
fals  the  grain  of  the  field  before  the  sickle  of  the  reaper. 
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POST-MORTEM    EXAMINATION    OF    THE     BODY    Of    A    LADY    OVER 
ONE   HUNDRED    YEARS    OF  AGE. 

rCommunicated  for  the  Boston'  Medical  and  Surpicnl  Journiil.] 

The  old  lady  who  is  the  subject  of  the  following  notice  died  afler  a  long 
life  of  uninterrupted  zood  lieahh,  aged  one  hundred  years  and  six  months 
— her  death  being  finally  accelerated  by  a  fracture  of  the  hip,  which 
occurred  a  few  weeks  previous.  For  the  last  year  she  has  been  subject 
to  some  aberration  of  mind,  which  required  that  she  should  be  somewhat 
restrained  in  her  motions  ;  and  as  she  had  a  constant  desiie  to  leave  the 
liouse,  her  clothes  were  taken  from  her,  and  she  was  confined  as  much 
as  possible  to  tlie  bed.  About  a  month  since,  while  left  by  herself,  she 
was  heard  by  the  persons  in  the  room  below  to  get  out  of  her  bed,  and 
while  walking  across  the  room,  to  fall  heavily  on  the  floor.  Upon  going 
into  her  chamber  she  was  found  prostrate,  and  unable  to  rise.  She  was 
immediately  carried  to  her  bed,  her  medical  attendant  called,  and  an  ex- 
amination being  made,  it  was  discovered  that  a  fracture  had  taken  place 
through  the  neck  of  the  thigh  bone. 

There  was  no  apparent  displacetnent  of  the  fractured  parts,  and  it 
was  determined,  therefore,  that  the  application  of  any  apparatus  for  con- 
fining the  limb  would  be  unnecessary,  position  only  being  relied  upon  for 
the  union  of  the  bone.  She  was  directed  to  lie  upon  her  back,  and  a 
pillow  placed  under  the  limb  so  as  to  keep  the  thigh  slightly  flexed  on 
the  pelvis. 

She  died  about  three  weeks  after  the  accident,  her  death  taking  place 
without  suffering,  and  apparently  occasioned  by  the  combined  effects  of 
the  accident  and  the  confined  position  necessarily  attendant  on  it.  It  may 
be  well  to  state  that  the  senses  of  the  old  lady  remained  perfect  to  the 
last ;  her  hearing  was  good,  and  she  was  able  to  read  the  smallest  print 
without  the  use  of  glasses. 

The  body  was  examined  twelve  hours  after  death,  and  presented  the 
following  appearances.  Stature  small — about  five  feet — very  little  ema- 
ciation. On  the  lower  part  of  the  sacrum  was  a  gangrenous  spot,  two 
inches  in  diameter,  occasioned  by  the  long  pressure  on  that  part  from  her 
confined  position.  The  left  lower  extremity  was  shortened  perhaps  a 
quarter  of  an  inch,  and  the  toes  slightly  turned  inwards. 

Upon  opening  the  head  about  a  gill  of  water  escaped  from  the  cavity 
of  the  dura  mater.  This  iDembrane  was  strongly  adherent  throughout 
to  the  cranium,  requiring  the  use  of  much  force  to  separate  it  from  its 
attachments.  The  superficial  vessels  of  the  brain  were  much  distended 
with  blood — its  substance  of  good  consistence,  offering  otherwise  nothing 
remarkable.     All  the  sutures  of  the  cranium  were  completely  ossified. 

The  cartilages  of  the  ribs  were  not  ossified,  as  is  usually  the  case  in 
old  jiersons,  and  were  easily  cut  through  with  the  knife. 

The  lungs  were  of  a  dark-blue  color  on  the  left  side,  at  the  sum- 
mit were  strongly  adherent  to  the  ribs,  and  at  this  point  a  conglomeration 
of  small  semitransparent  granulations  were  found  imbedded  in  the  sub- 
stance of  the  healthy  lung.  These  granulations  were  scattered  through- 
out the  lung,  but  at  no  point  was  there  any  appearance  of  cicatrices  or 
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tubercles  in  a  softened  state.  Tlie  etls^es  of  the  lower  lobe  of  the  right 
lung  presented  the  most  marked  appearance  of  emphysema.  Tiie  heart 
was  small,  its  cavities  filled  with  black,  uncoa2;ulated  blood.  The  free 
edges  of  the  valves  of  the  aorta  were  not  ossified  ;  at  their  bases,  how- 
ever, and  at  that  part  of  the  aorta  o[)posed  to  their  edges,  were  two  dis- 
tinct osseous  rings.  Small  patches  of  osseous  deposites,  some  of  them 
an  inch  in  diameter,  were  scattered  at  intervals  throughout  the  whole 
course  of  the  aorta.  The  liver,  kiflneys  and  spleen  were  perfectly 
healthy,  and  of  the  nalm-al  color  and  consistence.  The  stomach  was 
remarkably  small,  its  calibre  about  the  same  with  that  of  the  duodenum, 
from  which  externally  it  was  difficult  to  distinguish  it,  and  presented 
much  the  appearances  observed  about  a  year  since  in  the  stomach  of 
an  old  lady  who  had  destroyed  herself  by  starvation,  with  this  exception, 
that  in  the  latter  case  the  mucous  coat  was  much  more  corruaated.  The 
intestines  were  generally  of  small  size,  at  some  points  in  the  large  intes- 
tines not  being  more  than  half  an  inch  in  diameter.  At  the  rectum, 
however,  a  very  remarkable  phenomenon  presented  itself. 

The  intestine  was  here  dilated  into  a  large  pouch,  completely  filled  by 
a  ball  of  hardened  fsecal  matter,  which  occupying  the  whole  cavity  of 
the  pelvis,  forced  the  bladder  completely  out  of  its  natural  situation  ; — be- 
low, this  mass  was  found  pressing  down  on  the  perineum  and  slightly  di- 
lating the  anus.  From  all  appearances  this  ball  must  have  been  for  a 
long  period  in  the  situation  in  which  it  was  discovered,  as  she  had  com- 
plained of  no  suffering,  and  the  bowels  had  been  perfectly  regular  up  to 
the  day  of  her  death.  The  matter  evacuated  of  course  passed  down 
at  the  sides  of  the  obstruction. 

The  bladder  was  lari^e,  its  mucous  coat  somewhat  reddened  and  rather 
softer  than  natural.  The  uterus  was  about  the  size  of  a  hazel  nut,  and 
on  cutting  into  it  a  small  quantity  of  pus,  apparently  of  recent  formation, 
escaped  from  its  cavity.  Nothing  remarkable  was  observed  about  the 
ovaries,  either  as  to  size  or  consistence. 

Upon  examination  of  the  hip,  it  was  found  that  a  fracture  had  taken 
place  at  that  part  in  a  very  remarkable  manner.  In  the  first  place  a 
fracture  extended  from  the  trochanter  longitudinally  through  the  neck  of 
the  OS  femoris  ;  in  the  second  place,  the  trochanter  was  completely  sepa- 
rated from  the  body  of  the  bone  ;  no  apparent  displacement,  however, 
had  taken  place  of  the  fractured  portions,  although  freely  moveable  on 
each  other.      As  yet  there  appeared  no  attempt  at  union. 

The  remarkable  features  of  this  case  are,  first — the  want  of  ossifica- 
tion about  the  ribs,  which  would  naturally  be  expected  in  a  person  of 
such  an  advanced  age;  second,  the  small  size  of  the  stomach  ;  third, 
the  great  mass  of  hardened  fsces  in  the  rectum — allowing,  nevertheless, 
the  regular  passage  of  matter  at  the  sides,  so  that  previous  to  death  no- 
thing of  the  kind  was  suspected.  A  qase  in  which  a  similar  collection 
took  place  is  given  in  one  of  the  late  numbers  of  the  London  Medical 
Gazette.  The  patient  was  a  lady  seventy  years  of  age,  and  iiad  suffer- 
ed for  some  time  with  most  excruciating  pains  in  the  lower  part  o(  the 
rectum.  These  pains  were  periodical,  and  similar  in  their  character  to 
the  bearing-down  pains  of  labor.     An   examination  being  finally  made, 
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it  was  found  that  a  lars;e  mass  of  hardened  feces,  of  the  size  of  the 
liead  of  a  ful!-2,ro\vn  foetus,  was  pressing  down  upon  ilie  perineum,  the 
anus  being  distended  to  the  size  of  a  crown-piece.  This  mass  was 
broken  down  with  the  handle  of  a  spoon,  and  the  sufTeiiniis  of  the  pa- 
tient immediately  relieved  on  the  removal  of  the  obstruction.  Notliin^^ 
of  the  kind  had  been  suspected,  as  the  patient  iiad  always  enjoyed  a 
regular  state  of  bowels. 

The  fracture  in  the  present  case  was  unconmion,  and  almost  amounted 
lo  a  split  of  the  bone,  instead  of  the  transverse  or  slightly  oblique  h'ac- 
Uire  usually  observed  when  the  bone  is  broken  in  old  persons.  In  con- 
clusion, it  may  be  observed  that  the  bones  were  not  more  brittle  than  is 
ordinarily  observed  in  persons  of  40  or  50  years  of  age. 

Boston,  Feb.  8th,  1837.  J.  I\l.  VV. 
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To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — To  show  the  unfair  manner  in  which  Cruden  has  misrepresented 
my  cases  of  pulmonary  gangrene,  it  will  suffice  to  review  only  a  portion  of 
his  first  i)aragraph  in  his  communication  of  the  1st  instant.  1  will  give 
the  thing  itself. 

'•  Dr.  A.'s  explanation  of  his  mistake  in  confounding  the  existence  of 
the  respiratory  munriur  with  the  phenomenon  of  pectoriloquy  in  the 
same  part,  is  evidently  an  after-thought.  A  proof  of  this  is  Ibund  in  the 
sixth  case,  in  which  Dr.  A.  says,  '  respiratory  murmur  sonorous  on  both 
sides  the  chest — distinctly  pectoriloquous  on  the  right  side  above  the 
nipple,'  &c.  His  pathological  conclusion  is  that  the  diseased  parts  are 
cavernous  and  passiuij;  into  the  state  of  sphacelation.  Moreover,  when 
Dr.  A.'s  fatal  prognosis  of  this  case  came  to  be  verified,  which  we  have 
reason  to  believe  soon  happened,  the  patient's  attending  physician  found 
in  his  right  side  '  one  complete  excavation  ;  not  a  vestige  or  particle  that 
resembled  lung  or  membrane  ren)ained.'  " 

There  is  no  need  of  my  pursuing  him  through  the  conclusions  drawn 
from  these  premises.  If  these  premises  had  been  correct,  his  conclu- 
sions would  have  been  correct  ;  but  the  premises  being  false,  the  conclu- 
sions are  false  also.  There  are  four  false  accounts  in  the  portion  of  the 
paragraph  quoted  above. 

I. — in  his  first  sentence  C.  obviously  intended  to  have  the  medical 
public  understand  that  I  had  committed  and  acknowledged  a  mistake  in 
relation  to  the  hectic  lady  mentioned  under  the  head  of  my  fifth  case,  to 
illustrate  the  etfect  on  the  audible  characteristics  of  some  cases  by  me- 
chanical obstruction,  which,  as  in  this  case,  after  a  paroxysm  of  coughing 
and  expectoration,  "  pectoriloquism  was  clear  and  distinct."  The  design- 
ed idea  that  I  had  committed  a  mistake  in  this  case,  is  lalse  :  for  proof, 
see  my  first  [)aragraph  in  this  Journal,  vol.  XV.  page  375  ;  also,  ibid, 
page  -220,  wiiere  the  whole  of  the  facts  are  detailed  wiiicli  caused  the 
introduction  of  the  "  hectic"  lady's  case  in  illustration. 
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2. — IMy  language  is  quoted  incorrectly.  This,  however,  is  of  but  Ut- 
ile consequence.  Jt  was  to  have  been  expected,  ulien  the  spirit  which 
characterizes  Ciuden's  uhoh^  j)roduction  is  taken  into  the  account. 

3. — His  exposition  of  my  "pathological  conclusions"  in  ilie  sixth 
case,  that  '•  the  diseased  |)arts  are  cavernous  and  passing  into  a  state  of 
sphacelation,"  is  apparently  expressed  in  a  vague  Uianner  with  the  de- 
sign of  giving  a  misrepresentation  of  my  conclusions.  My  conclusions 
were  thus  clearly  and  definitely  expressed.  "  Excavation  in  the  right 
lung  and  gangrenous  ;  left,  small  excavation  or  dilatation  of  the  bronchia; 
general  substance  of  the  hmg  passing  into  the  same  state  of  sphacelation. 
— Prognosis,  event  fatal."  fV/ii/  and  ivherc  is  it  deterniined  that  there 
is  an  "excavation  in  the  right  lung"?  Tlic  why  is  answered,  because 
it  was  "  distinctly  pectoriloqnous  on  the  right  side  ;"  and  the  where  is 
definitely  settled  by  the  clause  of  the  sentence,  "  above  the  7upple.'" 
Now,  the  facts  that  the  pectoriloquy  liad  a  defined  location,  and  that 
there  was  "  a  respiratory  murmur  sonorous  on  both  sides  of  the  chest," 
plainly  show  that  the  whole  of  the  right  lung  could  not  have  been  de- 
stroyed at  the  time  of  the  examination,  as  C.  would  have  it  inferred. 

4. — The  assertion  made  by  C.  tliat  "  when  Dr.  A.'s  fatal  piognosis  of 
this  case  came  to  be  verified,  which  we  liave  reason  to  suppose  soon 
happened,"  is  evidently  a  real  intention  to  deceive.  The  question  turns 
on  the  point,  "  .soo/i  happened."  How  soon  ?  See  page  '■229,  where  it 
will  be  found  the  pa:ierit  lived  eleven  days  after  my  examination  (July 
22),  and  that  n.y  e\;iinina!ion  was  made  six  days  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  affection  of  the  lungs.  Now,  if  in  six  days  from  the  attack 
an  excavation  had  formed  in  the  right  lung,  is  it  unreasonable  to  con- 
clude tl)at  during  eleven  days,  when  he  deceased  ("Aug.  3d,"  Ibid), 
the  whole  lung  would  have  been  destroyed  ?  What  else  but  the  pro- 
gressive destruction  of  this  gangrenous  disease  destroyed  the  patient, 
Buttolph  ?  What  if  I  had  examined  liiin  seven  days  before  1  did,  i.  e. 
one  day  before  the  disease  of  the  lung  commenced  ;  should  1  then  have 
detected  an  excavation  in  any  portion  of  tlie  right  lung?  According  to 
Cruden's  logic,  I  certainly  should.  There,  then,  would  have  remained 
"  no  vestige  of  a  lung."  As  he  admits  no  change  to  have  taken  place 
in  the  last  "  eleven  days  "  of  the  disease,  it  is  certainly  equally  fair  to 
infer  that  none  coidd  have  occurred  during  ihe  Jirst  six  days.  Cruden 
has  surely  presented  himself  before  the  public  in  an  awkward  predica- 
ment. We  must  either  infer  that  Buttolph  never  had  a  right  lung,  or 
that  C.'s  philosophical  acumen  is  "a  little  out  of  joint,"  probably  only 
"  a  subluxation." 

But  what  philosophy  and  logic  this  metropolitan  "  Corrector"  pos- 
sesses !  they  even  resist  the  ravages  of  gangrene  and  of  death  ;  for  with  the 
dash  of  his  pen,  he  is  enabled  to  hold  each  in  perfect  suspense,  in  his  no- 
ble opinion.  No  alteration,  no  change,  in  eleven  days,  in  a  fatal  case  of 
pulmonary  gangrene  of  seventeen  days  duration.     What  nonsense  ! 

The  reinaining  paragraphs  in  C.'s  late  debut  are  like  "  unto  the  first," 
equally  sophistical,  perversive  and  evasive.  They  are  not  only  a  little 
too  little,  but  very  much  too  little,  to  demand  a  reply.  A  response  to 
such  fallacies  and  sophisms  can  be  excused  only  on  the  ground  of  disabus- 
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ing  the  public  and  showing  the  character  of  the  writer.  In  the  present 
instance  both  of  these  have  been  sufficiently  accomplished.  A  "  Cor- 
rector "  should,  of  all  men,  first  be  correct.  The  truth  of  this  has  be- 
come proverbial.  "  Physician,  heal  thyself,"  has  become  an  axiom. 
However,  it  may  be  that,  like  his  prototype,  this  Ciuden  is  a  very  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  tim.e  insane  ;  if  so,  it  may  be  well  for  iiim  to 
take  a  portion  of  hellebore  before  he  makes  another  public  effort. 
"  Soijez  tranquiUe.^^  "  Do  not  chafe,"  friend  C.  "  at  a  little  good-hu- 
mored reproof,"  though  it  may  come  from  a  Vermonter. 

Middkbury,  Vt.  Feb.  1th,  1837.  J,  A.  Allen. 
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DR.   HAMILTON'S   ADDRESS. 

From  the  enterprise  of  a  sinn;le  individual,  F.  H.  Hamilton,  IM.D.,  a 
beginning  has  been  made  at  Auburn,  N.  Y.  which  may  eventually  be- 
come a  third  school  of  medicine  in  that  great  Slate.  Unassociated  with 
others,  and  solely  relying  upon  his  own  resources,  Dr.  Hnmilton  appears 
to  have  established  a  reputation  wiiich  is  acknowledged  at  a  distance. 
He  commences  a  course  of  lectures  in  November,  annually,  on  anatomy 
and  surgery,  which  continues  seven  weeks.  All  the  lectures  are  given 
by  himself^six  in  each  week — at  ten  dollars  a  ticket.  The  class,  the 
present  season,  consisted  of  forty-three  students.  No  dissections  are 
made  on  the  human  subject — all  the  demonstrations  being  given  on  dried 
and  wet  preparations.  This  is  the  only  defect  at  present  discoverable  in 
this  incipient  college.  We  can  perceive  no  valid  reason  why  dissections 
are  not  conducted  on  a  .systematic  plan,  as  in  all  other  places  where  the 
principles  of  science  are  usually  taught.  Those  who  study  operative 
surgery  on  injected  bodies  only,  will  find  themselves  miserable  operators. 
In  fact,  such  anatomists  as  those  must  be  who  never  traced  out  the  rela- 
tions of  muscles,  nerves  and  bloodvessels  with  their  own  eyes,  could  never 
be  trusted  with  a  cutting  instrument  on  the  living  body.  Dr.  Hamilton 
may  better  understand  the  cause  wiiich  influences  him  to  continue  this 
method  year  after  year,  than  ourselves  ;  but  ultimately,  we  predict,  be 
must  rither  abandon  his  lectures  altogether,  or. teach  according  to  the 
requirement  of  the  times. 

In  the    introductory  address  which    was  given   when  the  last  term  com- 
menced, a  copy  of  which  is    now  before    us,  the  lecturer  fully  evinces  an 
opinion  that  actual  dissection    is  necessary,  although,  in    the  prosi)ectus 
an  express  declaration  is  made  that  no  such   business  shall  be  conducted. 

"  It  is  not  suflicient,"  he  says,  "  that  a  surgeon  acquaint  himself  with 
the  number  and  order  of  the  bones — the  names  and  situation  of  the  vis- 
cera ;  these  are  but  the  grand  divisions,  the  continents  and  the  mountain 
ranges,  seen  at  once  upon    the  globe's  surface  ;   but  the  lesser  hills,  the 
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bays  and  promontories,  the  rivers  and  the  numerous  brooks,  canals  and 
sluiceways  which  penetrate  the  interior,  are  not  yet  observed.  Suclj 
anatomical  acquirement  mijiht  indeed  enable  him  to  carve  and  disjoint  a 
turkey,  or  canvass-back,  with  suflicient  skill,  but  would  never  quality 
him  to  carry  tiie  scalpel  through  the  gory  wound  amid  the  mazy  structure 
of  muscles,  tendons,  ligaments,  nerves,  arteries  and  veins,  and  not  un- 
tune one  of  its  thousand  strings.  Neither  is  it  sufhcient  that  he  has  dili- 
gently read  Horner,  Jjcll,  Velpeau,  and  furrowed  his  brain  with  their 
elaborate  descriptions  ;  he  may,  it  is  true,  attain  a  rich  vocabulary  of 
technicals — verba  pomposa  et  voluminosa,  yet  know  as  little  of  the  struc- 
ture of  the  body  and  be  as  incompetent  to  practise  surgery,  as  the  me- 
chanic to  construct  a  house  who  has  studied  from  Lefevre.  IVicholson  or 
Benjamin  the  different  orders  of  architecture  and  the  names  and  situa- 
tion of  their  respective  parts,  but  never  seen  them  in  a  building,  or  hand- 
led a  mechanic's  fool.  By  demonstration  alone  can  the  proper  attain- 
ments be  made  ;  we  should  say  rather  by  actual  dissection  alone.  The 
student,  therefore,  who  would  be  a  correct  anatomist  or  skilful  surgeon, 
must  himself  trace  out  the  numerous  vessels  which  carry  out  the  vital 
moisture,  and  irrigate  the  remotest  parts  of  tlie  human  system.  He  must 
unravel  the  infinitely  multiplied  nervous  threads  whose  invisible  aura  con- 
veys with  electric  speed  the  feelings  and  sym|)athies  of  the  most  distant 
member.  He  must  carefully  separate  every  fascia  which  envelopes  the 
body,  every  muscle  and  every  tendon,  observe  where  they  seize  upon  the 
bone,  what  the  direction  and  mechanism  of  their  action,  where  the  lever, 
and  where  the  fulcrum  rests,  mark  at  what  point  a  vessel  or  a  nerve  inter- 
sects its  course,  whether  it  plunges  into  its  belly  and  is  lost,  or  creeps 
along  its  side  and  is  spent  upon  other  parts.  He  should  also  acquaint 
himself  by  comparative  examinations  of  what  deviations  may  occur,  and 
what  their  probable  effect.  In  short,  as  man  is  the  building,  and  he  the 
artizan  to  repair  its  wastes  and  injuries,  he  should  know  every  beam  and 
its  proper  proportions  and  adjustment,  and  all  its  different,  simple  and 
complicated  arrangements,  whether  the  structure  be  Corinthian,  Ionic, 
Doric  or  Gothic." 

Rather  than  have  such  powers  absolutely  -wasted — for  it  is  nothing 
short  of  waste  to  discourse  in  the  able  manner  which  characterizes  this 
gentleman's  daily  lectures  on  n'ct  and  drij  preparations  for  seven  weeks — 
he  should  be  furnished  from  the  cities  with  suitable  materials  for  demon- 
stration.    The  following  remark  is  important. 

"  Anatomical  science,  though  certainly  less  important  to  the  legal  than 
the  medical  man,  is  yet  sufficiently  so  to  render  it  a  subject  deserving  also 
his  attention.  VVe  have  always  been  surprised  that  the  jurist  pays  so  little 
attention  to  a  study  which  might  be  of  incalculable  service  to  him  in  many 
criminal  investigations — a  full  acquaintance  with  which  would  often  pos- 
sess him  of  decided  advantage  over  his  less  informed  brethren  at  the  bar. 
It  would  enable  him  by  a  well-regulated  series  of  questions,  to  detect 
and  e.xpose  the  inaccuracy  of  the  medical  witness,  and  thus  render  his 
whole  testimony  nugatory  ;  and  as  there  are  no  causes  which  more  fre- 
quently involve  the  life  and  reputation  of  the  client,  therefore,  none  in 
which  the  counsel  has  more  frequently  an  opportunity  for  the  display  of 
talent,  ingenuity  and  eloquence.  Indeed,  we  do  not  think  a  conscien- 
tious jurist  can  acquit  himself  with  justice  to  his  client  or  in  a  manner  sat- 
isfactory to  himself  in  a  medico-legal  iuvosfigation,  unless  he  is  well  in- 
structed in  the  principles  of  anatomical  and  pathological  science  :  and  in 
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our  hiiinhle  opinion,  this  subject  .should  form  one  of  the  prominent  branch- 
es of  study  in  all  our  law  institutions — and  should  be  taught  on  the  same 
extended  scale,  bv  dissections  and  demonstrations,  that  it  is  at  regular 
medical  schools.  A  school  of  this  kind,  and  which  might  serve  as  a 
model  for  others,  exists  at  Berlin'  at  the  head  of  which  is  an  eminent 
anatomist,  Dr.  Wagner.  The  students  are  aujply  supplied  with  siibjects, 
and  themselves  perform  post-mortem  e.Xiiminations,  and  also  receive  in- 
structions on  judicial  subjects.  The  good  effects  of  such  an  institution 
cannot  be  doubted." 

Dr.  Hamilton  has  our  best  wishes  for  his  future  success,  knowing  that 
he  is  well  qualified  to  do  credit  to  the  profession. 


PR-INCIPLES  OF  PATHOLOGY.* 

Treatises  on  the  theory  and  practice  of  physic,  like  the  fashions  of 
dress,  are  continually  changing.  Tiiat  which  was  thought  to  be  excellent 
at  one  time,  is  superseded,  at  the  end  of  a  bookseller's  quarter  day,  by 
something  claiming  to  i)e  altogether  superior.  It  is  not  always  true  that 
new  principles  are  developed,  or  that  new  ideas  are  advanced,  in  this 
endless  multiplication  of  books.  Old  doctrines  are  often  presented  in 
new,  and  under  tnore  favorable  aspects  ;  and  tho  transposition  of  a  sen- 
tence from  its  former  abode  between  the  leaves  of  a  neglected  lldio  of  the 
last  century,  to  a  modern  dress,  is  frt^qnent,  though  rarely  considered  in 
any  other  light  than  advancing  the  interests  of  the  profession. 

The  fact  is,  there  are  but  a  limited  number  of  new  things  in  our  day, 
in  the  way  of  physic-^-but  these  are  so  often  re-presented  to  the  world, 
that  it  is  by  no  means  stranije  that  some  of  them  pass  repeatedly,  and 
very  currently,  for  new  discoveries.  By  this  remark,  however,  there  is 
no  intention  of  undervaluing  the  "  Principles  of  Patliologij^'"  by  Dr.  IMac- 
intosh.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  a  most  desirable  production,  containing, 
within  a  moderate  compass,  the  essence  of  all  the  elaborate  works  of  the 
last  tiity  years.  Dr.  Good,  the  learned  and  e.xcelient  author  of  a  mas- 
terly amount  of  human  knowledae  relating  to  tlie  treatment  of  disease, 
though  somewhat  trammelled  by  useless  technicalities,  etymological  jar- 
gon and  historical  reminiscences,  repolished  and  refinished  by  one  of  our 
own  countrymen,  is  now  laid  upon  the  shelf,  and  if  not  unsought,  at  least 
but  slightly  noticed.  We  are  not  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  the  present 
edition  is  from  the  fourth  in  London — yet,  v.'ere  it  not  for  the  name  of 
the  American  editor,  Dr.  Samuel  G.  iMorton,  of  Philadelphia,  it  is  doubt- 
ful whether  much  interest  would  have  been  felt  in  its  behalf  This  gen- 
tleman is  so  well  fitted  for  improving  the  reputation  of  some  eminent 
transatlantic  writers,  that  it  may  be  considered  certain  that  he  has  execut- 
ed a  labor  in  this  instance  which  will  be  mutually  beuehcial  to  himself 
and  his  readers. 

So  far  as  mechanical  execution  is  concerned,  these  volumes  are  fault- 
less. The  type  is  good,  the  paper  good  enough,  and  the  price  is  ni)  ob- 
jection. Lastly,  the  notes  and  additions  commend  themselves  to  every 
practising  physician.  li',  instead  of  having  been  appended  to  the  English 
work,  our  Philadi^lphia  friend  had  magniiied  them  into  distinct  essays,  he 
mi"ht  have  laid  claim,  with  strict  propriety,  to  that  distinction  which  he 
seems  destined  to  attain. 

*  Prinr.iplRS  of  Palliolo'.'y  luifl  Prnclicp  oC  Physic,  liy  .Tolin  Macintosh,  M.D.,  &c.  &c.  First  Ameri- 
can from  the  fmirlh  Ijonitoii  rdi'ioii,  with  nolcs  niiil  .ndditlons  by  .^niiiuel  George  Morton,  .M.U.,  &c. 
&c.    In  nvo  volumes.     PliilaJplpliia:  Edw.ird  C.  Uirtdle,  18o7. 
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Trial  of  Quack  Medicines. — IVlr.  Guthrie,  of  the  Westminster  Hospital, 
London,  lias  lately  allowed  a  trial  to  he  made,  on  several   patients  under 
his  care,  of  the   liniment  used  by  the  late  celebrated  Mr.  St.  John  Long. 
Mr.  G.  also  consented  to  have  the  experiment  tried  on  hiinself,  having  a 
pain  in  his  right  knee,  with  which  he  was   occasionally  afllicted.      It  was 
tried  on  five  patients  besides  himself.     As  it  was  brought  to  the  hospital 
avowedly  as  a  secret,  Mr.  G.  refrained  from  any  e.^ainination  of  it  during 
the  trial — considerinc  it  a  point  of  honor  to  do  so.      lie    represetUs  it  as 
cool  and  agreeable  when  applied    to   the    skin,  causing  a  slight  sensation 
of  warmtii  and  a  little  redness  when  rubbed  in  with  the  sj)onge,  which  is 
the   mode  of  applying  it.      He   was   told   by  Mr.  Wood,  the    rubber,  that 
the  liniment  could  only  prod\ice  its  due    effect,  viz.  a  dis('hargc   from  the 
surface,  over  a  diseased    part.     Mr.  W.  was  taken    at    his    word,  and  re- 
quested to  ascertain  in  this  manner  the    part   of  the    knee    in    which  the 
pain  was  seated.      The  rubbing  was  commenced  generally,  over  the  whole 
surface  of  the  inside  of  the    knee,  as   if  in  the  expectation  that  the  par- 
ticular spot  would    become    redder.     At  last   a   little  redness  did  appear  ; 
but  the  rubbing  at  once  changed,  and  instead  of  being  general,  the  sponge 
turned  on  the  red  spot  as  on  a  pivot,  which  consequently  became  tender, 
and  the  blood  was  ready  to   start.      Trial  was  next  made    on  the  inside  of 
the  knee  with  the  same  effect,  and  the  same  could  be  effTected  anywhere, 
it  was  found,  by  the  same  means.     To  prove  this,  another  place  was  tried 
with  soap-suds  and  sponge,  and    exactly  the  same  results  liillowed.     The 
other  patients  were  rubbed   on  the   forehead,  temples,  Stc,  till   the   parts 
were  sore,  when  a  pounded  cabl)age-leaf  was  applied,  fastened  by  a  strip 
of  sticking  plaster.      A  day  or  two  afterwards,  the  sponge  was  again    ap- 
plied to  these  surfaces,  and  rubbed  round  till  they  bled  freely.     A  cab- 
bage-leaf was  again   used,  and  a   considerable  discharge  followed.      The 
repetition  at  last  removed  the  skin,  and  in  one  case  a  granulating  surface 
was  induced,  which  suppurated  freely.       From  these  ex|)eriinents  Mr.  G. 
has  come  to  the  conclusion  that   the  friends  of  this  vaunted  liniment  are 
correct  in  claiming  for  it  the  quality  of  harmlessness,  as  he  is  quite  satis- 
fied it  is  as  harmless  a  preparation  as  was  ever  made  by  regular  or  irregu- 
lar doctor.      But  he   considers  them  wrong  in  attriliuting  all    the  good  ef- 
fects of  the  remedy  to  the  liniment   and   nothing  to  the  manner  of  using, 
as  he  is  convinced  everything  depends  on  the  manner  of  using  it,  and  no- 
thing on  the  liniment.    Mr.  Guthrie,  however,  though  he  docs   not  praise 
the  Jininient,   considers  Mr.  Wood  the  best   rubl)er  in   England,  and  well 
acquainted  with  the  art  of  producing  counter-irritation.     Mr.  G.  has  also 
other  trials  going  on  with  secret  remedies. 


Medical  Appointment. — John  L.  Riddell,  jNI.D.  late  Adjunct  Professor 
of  ('hemistry  and  Lecturer  on  Botany,  in  the  Cincinnati  College,  has 
been  appointed  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  Medical  College  of  Louisi- 
ana ;  vice  W.  Byrd  Powell,  M.D.  resigned.  Dr.  Riddell  has  entered 
on  his  duties. 


Whole  niimher  of  de;illis  in  Boston  for  tlie  week  ending  Febrnuiy  1«,  23.     Mules,  14— females, !). 

Cnns\iiriptii)n.   5— lung  fever,  3— tumor  on  the  brain,  1— infantile,  2— sniallpci,  i—quinsey,  1 — 
cancer,  1 — dropsy,   1 — old  age,  3— sudden,  1. 

DiF.n, — In  Sandwich,  Mass.  Dr.  Bartholomew  Gushing,  aged  54. — In  Franklin 
Co.  Va.  Dr.  R.  M.  Beard,  aged  53.— In  Shepherdstown,  Va.  Dr.  S.  B.  Foster,  55. 
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VERMONT   MEDICAL   COLLEGE,   AT   WOODSTOCK,   VT. 

CONNECTED  AVIFH  MIDDLEBLRY  COLLEGE. 

{Incorporated  by  the  Legislature  of  Vermont,  October,  1635,  with,  the  power  of  confer- 
ring degrees. 
The  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  at  tbis  InstiiuUun  will  commence  on  the  second  Tliursday  of  JIaich 
next,  and  continue  thirteen  weeks. 

H.  H    Childs,  M.D.        -        .        -        -        Theory  and  Praclice  of  Medicine  and  Obstetrics. 
Oilman  Kimball,  M.D.     -        -        -        -     riiysiology  and  !?urgery. 
David  Palmkk,  .\1.D.      .        -        -        -        Cliemistry  and  Materia  Medica. 
Robert  VVatis,  Jr.  .M.D.  -        -        -     AnatoTriy. 

A'oKMA.v  Williams,  A.M.      -        -        -        Medical  Jurisprudence. 
D.  C  I'tRRy,  .M.D.     -----    Demonstrations  in  Anatomy. 
The  usual  number  of  Lectures  will  be  ^i/-e,  daily— besides  the  Demonstrations  in  Anatomy,  and, 
occasional  eveiiiii<!  examinations. 

Considerable  additions  are  now  making  to  the  Chemical  apparatus  ;  and  opportunities  will  be  fur- 
nished to  students  for  ;)rac£icaJ  anatomy,  arrangements  for  that  purpose  having  been  made  last  year 
in  the  city  of  New  York. 

Ijij"  vVu  subject  for  dissection  will  be  received  from  any  person,  or  on  any  terms. 

Fees  for  tlie  course,  §45.     Graduation,  $18.     For  those  who  have  attended  two  courses,  but  do  not 
graduate,  SiU.     All  the  above  expenses  to  be  paid  in  advance,  or  secured  by  note,  with  a  satisfactor 
endorser,  to  David  Pierce,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  the  Institution.     Board  Is  usually  furnlsiied  at  §2  per 
week,  including  room,  wood,  lights,  and  washing. 

Students  are  requested  to  come  provided  with  two  or  more  standard  works  on  each  of  the  above 
designated  branclii^s  of  study. 
De!.'rees  will  be  cnnl'erred'at  the  close  of  the  lecture  term. 

Esaminallons  will  be  conducted  by  the  Medical  Faculty,  In  presence  of  a  delegation  from  the  Col- 
lege, and  a  couimlttee  appointed  by  the  Justices  of  the  f^upreme  Court,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  Incoriioration.  — Ucqiiisi'tes  to  an  examination  are,  that  the  student  produce  satisfactory 
teslliiioniaU  of  moral  character,  and  of  his  having  studied  llirte  jears  wilii  a  rtgular  practition- 
er ;  thiit  he  shall  have  attended  two  courses  of  public  Lectures,  one  of  which  must  have  been  at 
this  institution  ;  and  that  he  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  21  years.  For  parliculars  relating  to  pri- 
vate instruction,  students  are  referred  to  the  annual  catalogues  of  the  School. 

By  order  of  the  Trustees,  iXORMAX  WILLIAMS,  Secretary. 

jiJoTE.— The  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  at  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institution  commences  the  last 
Thursday  of  August,  at  Pittstield,  Mass.,  and  continues  thirteen  weeks.— Fees  for  the  Course,  §50. 
Feb.  14— t.\iy 

A  BARGAIN. 

A  PHYSICIAX    in   the  County  of  Kennebeck  (.Maine),  wishing  to  leave  the  State,  would  dispose 
of  his  situation  on  the  most  reasonable  terms.     It  Is  an  eligible  stand  for  business,  and  offers  a  rare 
opportunity  for  any  young  gentleman  wishing  to  engage  in   the  practice  of  medicine.      For   further 
information,  inqulie  at  this  oliice— if  by  letter,  post  paid. 
Feb.  1.  tf 

TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS, 
ir.  \.  DEWAR,  .'iLD.  intends  forming  a  class  for  the  study  of  Dentistry,  in  every  branch.  The  num- 
ber will  be  Ihnited, and  each  student  will  have  an  opportunity  of  becoming  practically  acquainted 
with  all  the  operations  and  manlpulatious  requisite.  Dr.  D.  has  provided  a  large  and  commodious 
work-room  for  their  exclusive  use.  Further  particulars  may  be  learned  by  calling  on  Dr.  Dewar.  Ko. 
]  .Montgomery  Place.  tf— Oct.  19 

Boston,  Oct.  7,  1830. 

PROLAPSUS   UTERI   CURED    BY   EXTERNAL   APPLICATION. 

DR.  \.  G.  HL'LL'S  i; rEIlO-ABDO.MI.VAL  SUPPORT'JR  Is  olTered  to  those  alfllcted  wllh  Prolapsvs 
Wer/,  and  other  diseases  depending  upon  relaxation  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  as  an  instrument  in 
every  way  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  restoration  to  health.  When  this  Instrument  Is  care- 
fully and  properly  fitted  to  the  form  of  thepatlent,  it  invariably  aliords  the  most  immediate  immunity 
from  the  distressing"  dragaliig  and  bearing  down  "  sensations  which  accompany  nearly  all  visceral  dis- 
placements of  the  a1)doineii,  and  Its  sklflul  application  Is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of 
radical  relief  from  the  patient  herself.  The  Supporter  is  of  simple  construtllon,  and  can  be  applied  by 
the  patient  without  further  aid.  Within  the  last  two  years  7»I0  of  the  Ulero-.Abdominal  Supporters 
have  been  applied  with  the  most  happy  results. 

The  very  great  success  which  this  instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its  examination 
by  the  Physician  will  induce  hlin  to  discard  the  disgusting  pessary  hitherto  in  use.  It  is  gratifying  to 
state,  that  it  has  met  the  decided  approbation  of  every  member  of  the  Medical  Faculty  w'ho  iias  ap- 
plied it,  as  well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  it. 

The  Subscribers  having  been  appointed  agents  for  the  sale  of  the  above  instruments,  all  orders  ad- 
dressed to  them  will  be  promptly  attended  to.     Price,  $10. 

Lowe  &  Ri;ed,  Boston  ;  David  Kimpall,  Portsmouth,  N.  11.  ;  Joshua  Diiroin,  Portland,  Me., 
Joseph  Balch,  Jr.  Providence,  R.  I.  ;  Elisha  Edwards,  Springfield,  Mass.  ;  N.  S.  WoRDEtf, 
Bridgeport,  Conn.  Oct.  5— 6in 


THE  B0>;T().\  MEDICAL  A.N'D  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  evpry  Wednesday,  by 
I)  (M,  VPl",  JR.  at  Ml  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Slr<'el,  to  whom  all  roinmunkations 
niunbP  ai  lrB-<spd,f»Mf-p«iV/.  It  Is  also  published  in  .Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  rontainlnL-  the  weekly 
nuin'ifirsof  the  orecediiig  month,  stitched  in  a  cover  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Kililor.— Pri.-e  .c:i,00  n 
VPir  In  advance!  ^:t..'>l)  after  llirce  monllis,  and  .«;4,'iil  if  not  paldwiibin  the  year.— Aceiils  allowed 
every  seventh  coiiv  :;f/-u(iv.— Orders  Iroin  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
sitisfactory  reference.— Postage  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 
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CASE   OF   FRACTURE   OF   THE   FIFTH  CERVICAL    VERTEBRA,  WITH- 
OUT  DISPLACEMEMT   OF   THE  BODY  OF   THE   BONE. 

BY    HIRAM    A.    PROUT,    M.D.,    OF    TUSCU.MBIA,    ALABAMA. 

Abraham,  a  man  of  color,  ast.  30 — while  wrestling  with  a  companion, 
was  thrown  suddenly  upon  his  neck,  by  having  his  feet  tripped  from  the 
ground.  The  fall  was  immediately  succeeded  by  a  loss  of  motion  and 
feeling  in  the  shoulders  and  arms,  in  the  walls  of  the  chest  and  abdo- 
men, and  in  the  lower  extremities.  Though  there  was  an  entire  loss  of 
sensibility  to  the  impression  of  external  agents,  he  was  subject  to  occa- 
sional and  severe  pains  in  all  the  paralyzed  parts,  and  to  constant  and 
lancinating  pains  in  his  arms  and  shoulders.  There  was  no  external 
mark  of  injury  over  the  spinous  process  of  the  fifth  cervical  vertebra  ; 
but  a  distinct  crepitus  was  perceptible  on  pressure.  His  breathing  was 
short  and  extremely  laborious,  being  carried  on  alone  by  the  action  of  the 
diaphragm.  The  muscles  of  the  head  and  neck,  above  the  origin  of  the 
phrenic  nerve,  maintained  their  integrity.  His  pulse  and  the  tempera- 
ture of  his  body  were  unaffected,  until  near  the  close  of  life  ;  which  oc- 
curred within  48  hours  after  the  accident.  On  the  day  subsequent  to 
the  injury,  he  was  affected  with  retention  of  urine  and  great  abdominal 
distention  ;  notwithstanding  the  peristaltic  action  of  the  bowels  had  been 
excited  and  met  with  no  resistance  from  the  paralyzed  sphincter.  There 
was  no  distention  of  the  corpora  cavernosa. 

Dissection. — The  rim  or  arch  of  the  fifth  cervical  vertebra  was  frac- 
tured in  three  places,  and  the  spinous  process,  with  a  part  of  the  arch, 
was  driven  in  upon  the  spinal  marrow.  There  was  a  slight  effusion  of 
blood,  between  the  sheath  of  the  spinal  marrow  and  the  bone,  and  a  con- 
siderable effusion  between  it  and  the  substance  of  the  cord.  There  was 
no  material  lesion  of  the  medulla,  or  of  its  investing  membranes;  and 
the  body  of  the  bone  was  not  fractured  or  displaced,  at  the  interverte- 
bral junction. 

Observations. — In  this  case,  the  dia2;nosis  was  readily  established,  by 
the  accompanying  symptoms  and  a  reference  to  the  physiological  rela- 
tions of  the  parts.  The  absence  of  the  regular  elevation  and  depres- 
sion of  the  ribs,  which  attend  normal  respiration  ;  the  increased  action  of 
the  diaphragm  ;  and  the  want  of  contraction  in  the  abdominal  muscles, 
all  referred  the  seat  of  injury  to  some  point  below  the  origin  of  the 
fourth  pair  of  cervical  nerves  ;  whilst  the  entire  loss  of  motion  and  sen- 
sibility to  external  impressions,  in  the  arras  and  shoulders,  clearly  indi- 
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cated  that  tlie  fifth  vertebra  of  the  neck  was  the  seat  of  fracture  or  dis- 
placement, or  perhaps  of  both  ;  as  one  seldom  occurs  without  being  ac- 
companied by  the  other.  This  latter  diagnostic  distinction  is  based  on 
an  observation  offered  by  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  when  speaking  of  acciden- 
tal lesions  of  the  spine,  where  he  remarks,  "]f«a  fracture  occurs  at  the 
sixth  or  seventh  cervical  vertebra,  the  patient  has  some  feeling  and  pow- 
ers of  motion  "  in  the  arms  ;  "  but  if  at  the  fifth,  little  or  none."  It 
seems  that  the  same  distinction  had  been  noticed  by  Galen,  who,  in 
treating  of  palsies  from  other  causes,  observes  that  when  the  origins  o( 
the  sixth  and  seventh  pairs  of  nerves  are  involved  in  disease,  some  sensi- 
bility and  voluntary  motion  aie  still    manifest  in    the  shoulders  and  arms. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  say,  that  the  truth  of  these  positions  and  the 
diagnosis  based  upon  them  were  amply  confirmed  by  the  appearances  on 
dissection. 

The  constant  and  intense  pain,  in  the  muscles  supplied  bv  the  palsied 
nerves,  which  resulted  no  doubt  from  a  mere  perversion  of  function,  is  a 
symptom  of  fracture  or  displacement  of  the  vertebra,  which  Sir  Astley 
Cooper  seems  to  have  overlooked,  in  his  very  excellent  and  accurate 
account  of  the  phenomena  accompanying  injuries  of  the  spine.  That 
this  symptom  is  one  of  not  unfrequent  occurrence,  in  palsies  originating 
from  spinal  lesions,  may,  we  think,  be  inferred  from  the  assertions  of 
writers  on  palsies  in  general. 

Dr.  Cooke,  in  his  work  on  Nervous  Diseases,  observes,  that  pain  in 
the  muscles  is  not  an  uncommon  symptom  of  palsy,  particularly  of  the 
shoulders  and  arms. 

Dr.  Abercrombie,  in  his  observations  on  inflammation  of  the  hemi- 
spheres of  the  brain,  remarks  that  in  palsies  connected  with  these  inflam- 
matory affections,  there  is  sometimes,  especially  in  the  early  stages,  vio- 
lent pains  in  the  affected  limbs.  In  the  case  under  review,  the  pain  was 
evidentlv  not  the  result  of  inflammatory  action,  as  it  immediately  suc- 
ceeded the  accident,  and  was  consequently  manifested  before  inflamma- 
tory action  could  establish  itself  in  the  injured  part. 

The  observations  of  these  authors  satisfactorily  confirm  the  fact  that 
palsies,  resulting  from  diseased  action  in  the  brain  aiid  spinal  marrow, 
are  sometimes  accompanied  by  severe  pain  the  paralyzed  limbs :  while 
the  cases,  recorded  in  the  Lecons  Orales  of  INI.  Du])uytren,  showing 
that  rheumatic  pains  and  stiffness  of  the  neck  have  been  niistaken  for 
luxations  of  the  vertebra,  render  it  certain  that  the  same  symptom,  oc- 
casionally at  least,  attends  palsy  from  accidental  injury  of  the  spinal  mar- 
row. We  do  not  insist  on  this  symptom  as  being  important  to  the  accu- 
racy of  diagnosis  in  these  lesions,  i)ut  as  interesting  only,  so  far,  as  it 
may  contribute  to  a  knowledge  of  the  phenomena  which  are  manifested 
in  traumatic  palsy  ;  anrl  of  the  physiological  relations  of  the  bod)-  in 
general. 

In  the  case  recorded  by  Lallemand,  as  quoted  by  Dr.  Abercrombie, 
the  pain  was  confined  to  the  nerves  of  touch  :  in  the  case  under  consid- 
eration there  was  no  morbid  external  sensibility  ;  the  pain  was  more 
deejjly  seated,  and  seemed  to  affect  the  nerves,  which  supply  the  mus- 
cles of  animal  life.     The  cause   of  this  difference,  we  shall  not  attempt 
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to  define,  as  we  cannot  expect  to  arrive  at  certain  conclusions,  with  our 
present  imperfect  kno\vle(Ia,e  of  tlie  intimate  relations  of  the  nervous 
system. 

In  the  case  hefore  us,  the  distinction,  so  correctly  established  by 
Bichat,  between  the  nervous  functions  of  animal  and  organic  life,  was 
beautifully  illustrated.  The  heart,  the  arteries  and  the  veins,  the  stotn- 
ach  and  tlie  bowels,  all  remained  unimpaired  in  any  appreciable  degree, 
until  an  extension  of  the  lesion  of  the  spinal  marrow  destroyed  the 
function  of  the  phrenic  nerves,  and  consequently,  completely  suspended 
tne  imperfect  lespiraiiori  ;  now  maintained  alone  by  the  action  of  the 
diaphragm.  Had  the  phrenic  nerves  remained  unafTected,  it  is  obvious 
that  the  patient  miglit  have  survived  several  days  longer.  The  Aiilure 
of  tlie  vital  functions  did -not  proceed,  so  much  from  a  want  of  organic 
action  in  the  different  parts  of  the  body,  as  from  an  entire  loss  of  func- 
tion in  the  system  ol'  animal  life. 

The  want  of  contraction  of  the  coats  of  the  bladder  and  the  relaxa- 
tion of  the  sphincter  ani,  manifested,  still  farther,  the  correctness  of  the 
distinction  between  the  organic  and  animal  functions  of  the  body. 

We  could  dilate  on  this  subject,  but  deem  it  more  proper  to  submit 
the  case  and  these  observations  to  the  consideration  of  others,  who  may 
be  more  immediately  engaged  in  tracing  out  the  physiological  relations  of 
the  nervous  system. —  Western  Med.  Jour. 
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[Continued  from  page  25.] 

I  EXPLAINED  to  you,  in  my  last  lecture,  the  process  by  which  opium, 
the  inspissated  juice  of  the  papaver  somniferum,  is  obtained,  and  detailed 
to  you  the  analysis  with  which  modern  chemistry  has  furnished  us.  I 
have  now  to  enter  upon  the  consideration  of  the  eflects,  both  medicinal 
and  toxicological,  that  are  the  result  of  its  internal  administration,  or  of 
its  external  application  to  the  human  body.  It  is  a  subject  of  considera- 
ble importance,  and  embraces  a  vast  number  of  very  interesting  points. 
The  greatest  difficulty  which  I  have  to  encounter  in  its  consideration,  is 
to  condense  the  mass  of  information  which  is  to  be  collected  from  the 
vast  number  of  the  most  intelligent  medical  men,  and  to  place  before 
you,  in  their  most  striking  forms,  the  more  important  facts.  Among  the 
formulae  which  have  found  a  place  in  our  pharmacopoeias,  all  those  which 
contain  opium  cannot  be  strictly  considered  narcotic,  though  by  opium 
their  general  effect  is  produced,  hut  there  is  a  combination  of  other  drugs 
for  the  purpose  of  acting  upon  some  of  the  organs,  or  tissues,  of  the  hu- 
man body  specifically  ;  thus,  that  invaluable  compound  of  opium,  sul- 
phate of  potash  and  ipecacuan,  to  which  the  name  of  pulvis  ipecacuanhas 
compositus,  or  Dover's  powder,  is  given,  determines  to  the  surface  of 
the  body,  and  increases  the  perspiration.  The  powder  which  contains 
prepared  chaik,  bark  of  cinnamon,  the  root  of  tormentilla,  gum  acacia, 
long  pepper,  together  with  opium,  checks  diarrhoea,  and  neutralizes  the  acid 
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which  has  been  too  largely  developed  in  the  stomach.  But  I  have  now 
more  particularly  tocall  your  attention  to  those  preparationsof  opium  which 
act  primarily  as  stimulants,  and  then  as  soporifics,  sedatives,  or  anodynes, 
and  which  are  not  combined  with  other  remedies.  In  a  vast  number  of 
diseases  opium  is  adniinistered  in  its  solid  form,  in  the  dose  of  a  single 
grain,  which,  by  the  consent  of  the  greater  number  of  medical  men,  is 
acknowledged  to  be  the  full  dose ;  you  must  regulate,  however,  as  I 
shall  have  occasion  to  show  you,  its  quantity  according  to  the  various 
circumstances  which  may  den)and  either  its  diminution  or  its  increase. 
Opium,  when  macerated  in  a  spirituous  fluid,  for  a  sufficient  length  of 
time  to  be  completely  dissolved,  yields  to  it  all  it  properties,  and  to  this 
fluid  is  applied  the  name  of  tincture,  or  of  laudanum.  This  latter  ap- 
pellation was  formerly  given  to  opium  in  its  solid  state,  nor  was  it  applied 
to  the  liquid  until  the  time  of  Sydenham  ;  previous  to  that  the  com- 
mon name  was  laudanum  opiatum,  or,  simply,  laudanum.  It  is  said  by 
Tillingius,  in  his  singular  book,  entitled,  '■  De  Anchora  salutis  sacra  seu 
de  Laudano  Opiato,  Medicamine  isto  Divino  ac  coelitus  demisso,"  to  be 
so  called,  because  it  was  laude  dignum,  vel  medicamentum  laudatum  ;  but 
Libavius,  one  of  the  old  opposers  of  the  chemists,  inveighs  bitterly 
against  this  derivation,  which  he  declares  to  be  a  piece  of  barbaric  inso- 
lence worthy  the  madness  of  Paracelsus.  It  was  likewise  called  The- 
baic by  the  older  writers,  from  the  manufacture  of  opium  at  Tliebes,  in 
Egypt. 

Sydenham  was,  at  an  early  period  of  his  practice,  struck  with  the 
difficulties  which  niust  always  attend  the  administration  of  a  remedy 
which  demands  to  be  given  with  minuteness  and  accuracy,  if  we  can 
only  employ  it  in  a  solid  form,  and  he,  therefore,  was  the  first  to  devise  a 
plan  by  which  its  virtues  could  be  imparted  to  a  fluid.  To  him  we  are, 
therefore,  indebted  for  the  spirituous  and  vinous  preparations  which  are 
now  generally  employed.  The  formula  which  he  has  recommended  is 
still  to  be  found  in  the  greater  nuniber  of  the  continental  pharmacopoeias. 
The  tinctura  opii  crocata,or  Sydenhami  laudanum,  is  to  be  seen  in  those 
of  Paris,  of  Denmark,  of  Poland,  of  Prussia,  and  of  Holland  ;  and  his 
recipe  runs  thus  :  Take  of  Spanish  wine  one  pint,  opium  two  ounces, 
saffion  an  ounce,  cinnamon  and  cloves,  of  each  reduced  to  powder,  one 
drachm,  infuse  them  together  in  a  bath  heat,  for  two  or  three  days,  till 
the  tincture  becomes  of  a  due  consistence,  and,  after  stirring  it,  set  it  off 
for  use.  The  following  are  the  reasons  which  he  himself  ofiers  for  the 
introduction  of  this  preparation  : — "  I  do  not,  indeed,  Judge  that  this 
preparation  is  to  be  preferred  to  the  solid  laudanum  of  the  shops,  but  I 
give  it  the  preference  for  its  more  convenient  form,  and  the  greater  cer- 
tainty of  dosing  it,  as  it  may  be  dropped  into  wine,  or  distilled  water,  or 
any  other  liquor."  The  preparation  ordered  by  the  London  College  of 
Physicians,  which  is  most  generally  employed,  has  simplified  and  altered 
the  strength  of  the  tincture,  and  this  improvement  look  place  in  conse- 
quence of  the  complaints  that  appeared  in  the  dispensatories,  that,  in 
Sydenham's  tincture,  "  the  quantity  of  the  spices  was  too  minute  even  to 
flatter  the  most  credulous,  who  reflect  on  it  with  any  expectation  of  the 
slightest  efficacy,  the  spices  not  being  half  a  grain  to  twenty  drops.     The 
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mixture  of  insignificant  quantities  of  spices,  or  of  other  irrelative  ingre- 
dients with  the  opiuii),  in  laudanum,  is  not  only  needless,  but  really  in- 
jurious, since  they  conduce  to  perplex  tiie  |)reparalion,  and  render  the 
proportion  less  easy  to  adjust."  The  consequence  of  these  observations 
was,  that  though  in  the  preparation  which  approximated  more  nearly  to 
the  laudanum  of  Sydenham,  and  which  is  called  the  wine  of  opium,  but 
which  is  -'lucus  a  non  lucendo,"  as  it  really  contains  no  wine  at  all,  the 
spices  are  still  to  be  found,  yet  our  present  laudanum,  or  tincture,  is  with- 
out them,  and  is,  therefore,  a  much  improved  and  valuable  substitute.  It 
is  made  by  macerating,  for  fourteen  days,  two  ounces  and  a  half  of  hard 
opium,  bruised,  in  two  pints  of  proof  si)irit,  and  straining  the  fluid  ; 
nineteen  minims  of  this  tincture  is  considered  equivalent  to  one  gram  of 
opium. 

There  is  no  one  remedy  in  the  whole  catalogue  of  the  Materia  Medica 
that  demands  greater  discrimination  and  attention  in  the  adjustment  of 
the  dose,  and  its  proper  administration  in  the  dilFerent  stages  of  disease. 
Even  in  a  state  of  health,  where  it  is  taken  to  produce  its  singularly  in- 
toxicating influence,  its  effects  are  very  much  to  be  regulated  by  the 
quantity.  It  often  happens,  however,  that  that  which  would  induce  in 
one  individual  every  sensation  of  felicity  that  is  to  be  enjoyed  on  earth, 
and  would  invigorate  the  corporeal  and  intellectual  powers,  awakens  m 
another  a  miserable  train  of  chaotic  and  tumultuous  imagery  upon  the 
mind,  and,  at  the  same  time,  produces  sensations  upon  the  nervous  system 
that  are  indescribably  miserable.  Those  who  have  accustomed  them- 
selves to  its  use  can  increase  the  quantity  in  a  most  marvellous  manner, 
and  can  with  impunity  swallow  enough  to  destroy  three  lives  under  ordi- 
nary circumstances.  Almost  every  individual  who  has  practised  his  pro- 
fession for  some  time  has  seen  patients  take,  from  being  lon<,^  habituated 
to  its  use,  enormous  quantities  of  laudanum,  or  of  solid  opium,  most 
generally  with  a  view,  at  least  in  this  country,  of  mitigating  some  suffer- 
ing to  which  they  are  liable  ;  but  in  Turkey,  Dr.  Smith  tells  us  that  the 
quantity  used  by  the  consumers  of  opium,  who  seek  from  it  the  peculiar 
excitement  it  produces,  was  generally  about  three  drachms  ;  he  himself 
saw  a  Turk  swallow  six  drachms,  and  this  served  only  to  increase  his 
cheerfulness.  It  was  about  this  portion  that  an  individual  took  who  has 
acquired  considerable  celebrity  in  this  country,  from  his  publication  of  a 
Ijttle  volume  which  was  entitled  "The  Confessions  of  an  Opium  Eater." 
His  ordinary  dose  was  320  grains  ;  for  the  first  eight  years  of  his  indul- 
gence in  this  habit  he  took*  it  once  only  in  the  week  ;  he  chose  Saturday 
night,  and  his  great  delight  was  to  attend  the  Ilalian  Opera  whilst  under 
its  influence,  for  he  found  it  to  heighten  his  enjoyment  of  t!ie  music  in  a 
most  extraordinary  de2;ree,  or  else  he  sallied  forth  into  the  markets  of 
this  great  metropolis  to  watch  the  individuals  who  throng  there  on  that 
night  to  purchase  their  Sunday's  meal,  and  it  afforded  him  a  pleasure  of 
which  liis  description  can  imparl  to  us  but  a  f\unt  impression.  One  most 
extraordinary  fact  is,  that  he  was  able,  and  that  without  any  considerable 
effort,  to  diminish  his  dose  in  a  most  remarkable  maimer.  For  three 
years  he  had  not  been  content  to  take  320  grains  once  in  the  week,  but 
had  taken  it  daily  ;  but  suddenly  he    descended   to  40  grains,  so  that 
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where  he  had  taken  an  equivalent  to  8000  drops  of  laudanum,  lie  con- 
tented himself  witii  1000.  About  this  period  a  species  of  suffering  over- 
came him  of  a  very  singular  kind  ;  all  sorts  of  phantoms  presented 
themselves  to  him.  "  At  night,"  says  he,  "  when  I  lay  in  bed,  vast  pro- 
cessions passed  alonj  in  mournful  pomp,  friezes  of  never-ending  stories, 
that  to  m}'  feelings  were  as  sad  and  solemn  as  if  they  were  drawn  from 
times  before  iEdipusor  Priam,  before  Tyre,  before  Memphis.  And  at 
the  same  time  a  corresponding  change  took  place  in  my  dreams;  a  thea- 
tre seemed  lighted  up  within  my  brain  which  presented  nightly  specta- 
cles of  more  than  earthly  splendor."  One  sensation  which  he  has  de- 
scribed, I  myself  have  felt  when  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  opium  for 
the  alleviation  of  pain,  and  which  I  have  likewise  heard  others  allude  to, 
namely,  the  singular  lengthening  out  of  time,  so  that  a  single  night  ap- 
pears to  have  been  of  years'  duration  ;  he  speaks  as  having  almost,  in 
one  night,  passed  through  a  hundred  years.  Another  and  more  dreadful 
affliction  he  describes  : — "  I  seemed  every  night  to  descend,  not  meta- 
phorically, but  literally  to  descend,  into  chasms  and  sunless  abysses, 
depths  below  depths,  from  which  it  seemed  hopeless  that  1  should  ever 
re-ascend,  nor  did  I,  by  waking,  feel  that  I. had  re-ascended.  This  I  do 
not  dwell  upon,  because  the  state  of  gloom  which  attended  these  gor- 
geous spectacles,  amounting  at  last  to  utter  darkness,  or  to  some  suicidal 
despondency,  cannot  be  approached  by  words."  That  these  are  not  the 
imaginary  sufferings  of  a  romance  writer  I  am  fully  persuaded,  from  the 
descri[)tions  I  have  received  from  individuals  of  the  inconceivable  sensa- 
tions they  have  experienced  from  opium  ;  and  the  many  narrations  that 
I  have  listened  to  IVoit)  those  on  whose  truth  1  can  place  the  firmest  re- 
liance, have  quite  convinced  me  that  the  feelings  which  pervade  the  sys- 
tem, under  its  influence,  are  of  a  class  which  inight  almost  be  considered 
supernatural.  The  astonishing  circumstance  is  that  he  should  have  been 
enabled  to  diminish  his  dose  without  greater  suffering  from  it,  for  opium 
eaters  generally  remark,  that  if  on  any  occasion  they  do  diminish  the 
usual  nocturnal  dose,  although  they  may  have  sound  sleep,  and  appa- 
rently pass  the  nrght  well,  yet  they  are  unrefreshed,  languid,  weakened, 
dispirited,  and  without  any  appetite,  and  a  state  of  discomfort  lasts  for 
several  hours;  whilst,  on  the  otlier  hand,  if  they  have  taken  the  wonted 
stimulus,  although  they  may  be  restless,  agitated,  and  have  neither  incli- 
nation nor  power  to  sleep  during  the  livelong  night,  yet  they  rise  to  their 
occupations  in  the  morning,  fresh,  cheerful,  hungry,  and  in  good  humor 
with  themselves  and  with  the  rest  of  the  world.  Some  individuals  fulfil 
with  greater  alacrity  anrl  vigor  the  duties  of  life  under  this  inHuence  ; 
orators,  writers,  and  statesmen,  have  owed  much  r  <"  their  intellectual 
vijjor  to  this  drus;. — Siirmoyid^s  Lectures. 


DISEASED    BLADDER. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir. — The  two  following  cases,  illustrative  of  the  results  of  long-continued 
inflammation  on  the  bladder,  are  submitted  for  insertion  in  your  Journal, 
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as  likely  to  aiTord  some  interest,  the  first  showing  a  cliange  of  structure, 
with  the  (letaeiiment  and  exj)uision  of  several  polypi  honi  that  organ  ; 
ilie  second,  as  evidencing  the  successful  adoption  of  a  practice  which  has 
not  hitherto,  as  far  as  1  can  recollect,  heen  had  recourse  to  in  similar 
cases. 

For  two  years  past  the  general  health  of  I.  L.  aged  57,  has  been 
evidently  declining,  although  until  six  months  since  no  particular  affec- 
tion had  been  complained  of.  At  that  time,  while  stepping  quickly  over 
a  rail-fence,  he  experienced  a  sensation  as  of  something  giving  way  in 
the  region  of  the  bladder  ;  from  that  period  he  dates  ujuch  uneasiness 
above  the  pubis,  and  increased  frequency  in  making  water ;  there  was 
also  itchini;  about  the  glans  penis,  and  the  flow  of  uruie  was  sometimes 
interrupted.  These  symptom  have  gradually  become  worse,  the  uneasi- 
ness changing  to  pain,  and  the  desire  to  urinate  occuiring  more  frequent- 
ly ;  the  mine  turbid.  Three  weeks  since,  after  very  aggravated  suffering, 
a  number  of  fleshy  bodies  were  passed  by  the  lu'ethra,  with  some  irmco- 
purulent  matter  and  urine  ;  they  had  been  preserved,  and  were  from  one 
half  to  one  incii  in  length,  of  a  pyriform  shape,  covered  with  fine  mem- 
brane;  the  pedicles  were  small.  Since  that  time,  nearly  forty  of  a  simi- 
lar kind  have  been  passed. 

The  patient  has  for  the  last  month  been  confined  to  bed,  and  his  pre- 
sent condition  is  as  follows.  He  lies  with  the  lower  extremity  drawn  up, 
and  turns  from  side  to  side  every  ten  minutes,  anxiously  endeavoring  to 
urinate  ;  the  water  is  passed  "  guttatim  ;"  he  is  much  emaciated,  his 
countenance  wild  and  indicative  of  great  pain  ;  pulse,  120;  tongue  cov- 
ered with  a  yellowish  dry  fur;  the  functions  of  the  brain  little  disturbed. 
As  he  would  not  permit  the  introduction  of  a  catheter,  T  was  obliged  to 
rest  satisfied  with  what  information  I  could  derive  from  pressure.  A 
finger  in  the  rectum  and  the  hand  pressed  upon  the  pubis,  detected  the 
presence  of  a  large  tumor,  fleshy,  resisting  to  the  feel,  evidently  the  blad- 
der in  a  state  of  disorganization. 

The  person  in  attendance  was  not  a  regular  practitioner,  nor  had  any 
determinate  line  of  treatnienl  been  pursued.  I^lis  opinion  was  thai  the 
kidneys  lotre  diseased  and  ivere  'passiiis;  aivay  hy  degrees  through  the 
bladder,  and  that  when  all  had  come  away,  the  patient  must  die.  Al- 
though the  premises  were  evidently  not  founded  on  the  most  intimate 
knowledge  of  anatomy,  the  state  of  the  parts  and  the  condition  of  the 
sufl^erer  left  but  little  doubt  of  t!ie  correctness  of  the  prognosis. 

Ten  days  afterwards  I  attended  a  "  post-mortem  "  examination  of  the 
body.  Nothing  worthy  remark  was  noticed  either  in  the  stomach  or  in- 
testinal canal.  The  liver  was  gorged  with  blood,  the  gall-bladder  con- 
tained five  ounces  of  bile.  The  kidneys  were  smaller  and  more  firm  in 
their  texture  than  natural,  but  did  not  show  any  trace  of  disease  when 
cut  into.  The  blad.der  had  formed  an  adhesion  to  the  rectum,  and  was 
of  a  size,  to  the  eye,  capable  of  containing  about  ten  ounces  ;  on  beinfj 
removed  and  cut  into,  the  parietes  were  found  thickened  to  nearly  half 
an  inch,  and  the  interior  filled  with  a  medullary  mass  of  a  dark  grey 
color,  partly  adherent  to  the  internal  surface  of  the  organ,  partly  of  the 
consistence  of  custard  pudding,  mixed  with  sloughy-looking  shreds,  some 
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urine,  and  four  or  five  of  those  fleshy  bodies  already  referred  to.  No 
trace  of  the  mucous  surface  remained  ;  in  its  place  a  slightly  granulated 
appearance  offered  itself,  with  here  and  there  small  mamillary  projections. 
There  was  no  fetor. 

Some  lime  previous  to  the  date  at  which  I  saw  the  case  just  detailed,  I 
was  called  upon  to  visit  a  lady  aged  60,  in  a  neighboring  town,  who  had 
for  three  years  suffered  from  an  inability  to  retain  beyond  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  urine  in  the  bladder.  At  first  there  was  scalding  and  pain  about 
the  orifice  of  the  urethra  and  neck  of  the  bladder,  but  latterly  the  entire 
organ  seemed  to  be  engaged,  the  scalding  was  less,  the  pain  more  diffused. 
For  the  last  nine  months  the  general  health  has  been  giving  way.  Her 
medical  attendant  had  at  different  times  tried  opiates,  antispasmodics  and 
diuretics,  as  the  symplomsof  the  case  seemed  to  require  lliem,  with  onl)'' 
temporary  relief,  and  she  has  had  recourse  to  many  quack  remedies, 
which  have  generally  aggravated  the  symptoms.  She  cannot  now  retain 
more  than  five  ounces  of  urine  at  a  time  during  the  day,  and  the  night  is 
a  season  of  protracted  suffering  from  the  constant  desire  to  pass  water. 
What  is  voided  contains  white  flaky  particles  floating  through  it,  and 
soon  becomes  offensive  to  the  smell.  The  uterus  is  in  its  natural  posi- 
tion ;  there  is  pain  on  pressure  above  the  pubis.  She  has  fever,  with 
marked  evening  exacerbations,  and  much  general  irritability  of  the  sys- 
tem. The  appetite  is  morbid,  tongue  loaded  with  a  moist  yellowish  fur, 
bowels  irregular,  pulse  90.  Two  grains  of  calomel,  with  five  of  ext.  ci- 
cuta  at  night,  and  a  mild  saline  aperient  the  next  morning,  were  directed 
to  be  taken  occasionally.  The  use  of  the  w'arm  bath,  followed  by  an 
anodyne  enema,  was  recommended  every  night,  and  that  a  catheter  should 
be  worn  constantly.     Perfect  rest  and  a  low  diet  were  enjoined. 

At  my  next  visit  I  found  the  symptoms  much  less  urgent.  The  ca- 
theter, by  conveying  away  the  urine  as  soon  as  secreted,  removed  one 
source  of  irritation,  while  the  uction  of  the  medicine  and  the  use  of  the 
bath,  by  restoring  a  more  healthy  action  to  the  mucous  surfaces  and  skin, 
had  lessened  the  amount  of  fever,  but  the  state  of  the  parts  was  the 
same.  Withdrawing  the  means  recommended,  even  for  a  night,  marked 
this  strongly  by  the  increased  suffering  it  induced.  A  sound  in  the  blad- 
der could  not  detect  the  presence  of  any  foreign  body  there.  It  was 
contracted,  its  walls  thickened,  but,  except  the  floating  particles  which 
still  continued  to  be  washed  away  could  be  looked  upon  as  such,  there 
was  no  evidence  of  disorganization. 

The  result  of  I.  L.'s  case,  which  occurred  about  this  time,  directed 
my  attention  more  particularly  to  the  subject.  If  in  my  patient's  case 
disorganization  had  commenced,  although  the  morbid  growths  might  not 
be  the  same,  still  its  effects  on  her  health  and  life  could  not  be  different. 
If  it  had  Hot  commenced,  it  was  on  the  direct  way,  unless  some  more  de- 
cided plan  should  be  adopted  to  check  its  progress.  That  hitherto  re- 
commended had  been  merely  palliative.  General  or  local  bloodletting 
could  now  have  little  if  any  beneficial  effect  on  the  disease,  and  w-as 
likely  to  do  harm  by  their  debilitating  effects  on  the  general  health.  A 
fair  trial  had  been  given  to  the  use  of  medicines.  Pain  had,  and  might 
£till  continue  to  be  relieved  by  them,  or  an  increased  quantity  of  urine 
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poured  into  the  bladder,  but  neither  were  likely  to  alter  the  state  of  the 
parts.  Another  line  of  proceeding  ofiered  itself.  Could  1  by  direct 
means  alter  the  condition  of  the  bladder,  and  by  so  doing  put  off,  if  not 
altogether  prevent,  the  threatened  mischief?  In  tlie  thickening  and  con- 
traction which  for  a  longer  or  shorter  period  precedes  that  disorganization 
of  the  rectum  termed  cancerous,  I  iiad  often  experienced  the  happy 
effects  of  mechanical  dilatation  perseveringly  used  ;  and  even  when  the 
change  had  in  a  degree  taken  place,  I  was  satisfied  life  had  been  pro- 
longed and  its  termination  rendered  less  painful  by  its  means.  The 
beneficial  operation  also  of  the  same  remedy  in  situations  where,  prima 
facie,  its  application  would  seem  likely  to  be  productive  only  of  pain  or 
worse  consequences,  determined  me  in  trying  its  effects  on  the  case  in 
question.      On  the  part  of  my  patient  it  was  willingly  submitted  to. 

Tlie  bladder  being  emptied,  six  ounces  of  tepid  water  were  injected 
by  means  of  a  strong  gum  elastic  bag,  furnished  with  a  stop  cock.  Ex- 
cessive pain,  accompanied  with  chills,  was  the  immediate  effect,  and 
obliged  me  to  withdraw  the  injection  after  a  few  minutes.  Tlie  patient 
was  placed  in  a  warm  bath,  and  a  pill  containing  gr.  ss.  of  acet.  morphia 
was  given  to  her  on  returning  to  bed.  For  eight  or  ten  successive  nights 
the  same  effects,  but  in  a  lessened  degree,  were  produced.  From  that 
time  1  was  gradually  enabled  to  increase  the  quantity  of  fluid,  until  at 
the  end  of  a  month  12  oz.  could  be  injected  and  retained  for  20  minutes. 
A  warm  hii)  bath  was  used  every  night  after  the  injection,  and  the  pill 
of  acet.  morphia  continued.  The  diet  and  secretions  were  strictly  at- 
tended to. 

Six  months  have  now  elapsed  since  this  treatment  was  adopted,  and 
my  patient  enjoys  better  health  than  falls  to  the  lot  of  many  at  her  time 
of  life.  She  is  only  occasionally  obliged  to  get  up  in  the  night,  and 
would  almost  forget  that  anything  had  been  the  matter,  if  I  would  permit 
her  to  leave  off  the  use  of  her  injections,  the  only  part  of  the  treatment 
which  I  think  it   advisable  to  continue. 

There  are  few  of  the  maladies  to  which  the  body  is  liable  that  offer 
to  the  medical  man  a  greater  variety  of  symptoms  and  changes,  or  a 
more  numerous  progeny  of  secondary  diseases,  than  what  has  been 
termed  chronic  inflammation  of  the  mucous  surfaces.  The  acute  form 
has  certain  marked  symptoms,  and  is  in  a  great  degree  under  the  control  of 
decided  measures  promptly  pursued  ;  but  the  diagnosis  of  the  chronic  con- 
dition is  uncertain,  its  treatment  unsatisfactory.  Neither  of  the  cases 
related  seem  at  any  time  to  have  been  the  subjects  of  any  acute  inflam- 
mation, but  rather  of  the  subacute  and  chronic  form,  and  it  unfortunately 
happens  that  to  the  majority  of  such  the  practitioner  is  not  called  until 
not  only  thickening  and  contraction  of  the  parts  have  occurred,  but  some- 
times even  disorganization  to  a  certain  extent.  In  the  first  case  the  gen- 
eral health  had  been  declining  for  a  length  of  time,  and  the  local  affec- 
tions no  doubt  also  existed,  for  there  was  frequency  of  making  water;  but 
until  the  detachment  of  oneof  the  morbid  growths,  no  particular  attention 
was  paid  to  it.  In  the  second  it  was  only  directed  in  consequence  of 
the  inflammation  in  the  first  instance  being  seated  about  the  neck  of  the 
bladder.     Repeated   leeching,  our  sheet  anchor  at  the  commencement 
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of  such  affections,  is  not  a  means  often  offered  a  country  practitioner, 
and  the  host  of  remedies  usually  presciibcd  liave  little  or  no  inlluence  in 
checking  the  progress  to  disease. 

The  principle  of  dilatation  is  universally  recognized  with  a  view  to 
change  that  thickening  and  contraction  consequent  on  long-continued  in- 
flammatory action  of  certain  mucous  surfaces,  and  is  acted  upon  where  the 
situation  of  the  parts  will  permit  its  use.  1  trust  the  future  experience 
of  my  professional  brethren  on  the  subject,  will  bear  me  out  in  the  hope, 
the  result  of  the  last  case  has  led  me  to  entertain,  that  the  same  princi- 
ple may  with  advantage  be  extended  to  those  chronic  affections  of  the 
bladder,  which,  under  a  host  of  names,  but  referable  to  the  long-continu- 
ed action  of  one  cause,  are  such  a  source  of  protracted  n)isery  and  suf- 
fering to  many.  E.  E.  Denniston. 

Northampton,  Feb.  \8th,  1837. 


REMARKS  ON  ITlNERAiNTS. 

[Communicated  for  ihe  Boston  Medical  and  Siircical  Journal.] 
NO.      V. ITIXERANTS      TRU3IPET      THEIR      OWN     FAME. 

It  is  said  in  the  bible,  that  charity  vauntelh  not  itself.  It  might  with' 
equal  propriety  be  said  that  merit  vaunteth  not  itself.  If  the  bible  says 
not  this  of  the  latter,  common  report  says  so,  coinmon  sense  says  so,  and 
eveiy  man's  better  judgment  says  so.  All  persons,  whatever  they  think 
of  it  in  themselves,  dislike,  disrespect  and  abominate,  in  ordinary  cases, 
a  vaunting  disposition  in  others.  The  dandy  that  would  palm  hin)self 
off  for  a  Beau  Nash  or  a  Chesterfield,  is  not,  even  by  birds  of  his  own 
feather,  any  more  respected  for  his  important  airs.  The  bully,  jirating 
so  loudly,  smiting  his  fists,  and  pledging  himself  to  beat  the  soul-case  out 
of  you,  shrinks  fi'om  a  determined  air,  and  is  far  from  being  what  he 
pretends  to  be.  The  braggadocia,  of  every  kind,  is  the  exact  antipodes 
of  what  he  rates  hin)self. 

All  but  the  boastful  Itinei-ant — he  who  without  any  previous  knowl- 
edge of  the  science  he  affects  to  understand,  pretends  to  cure  all  kinds 
of  diseases — are  considered,  when  thev  trumpet  their  own  fiime,  the  re- 
verse of  what  they  would  have  people  think  of  them.  The  Itinerant 
may  speak  of  his  infallibles,  tell  you  of  his  million  and  one  cures,  name 
over  the  cases  he  has  cured  which  were  given  over  by  other  doctors,  and 
nobody  thinks  any  the  worse  of  hiin.  If  he  announces  hiinself  under 
one  of,  perhaps,  half  a  dozen  names — no  matter  where  he  was  born,  who 
his  father  was,  or  what  his  endowments  were — patients  cluster  around 
him,  like  flies  to  the  pu'.i'escent  effluvia. 

I  have  befoie  me  a  newspaper,  containing  three  columns  of  advertise- 
ments, which  match  well  with  the  doctors  of  whom  I  am  now  speaking. 
Anties  in  staring  capitals,  with  high-sounding,  but  otherwise  inapplicable 
names,  protrude  themselves  upon  the  reader's  notice.  The  whole  cata- 
logue of  human  maladies,  and,  to  make  the  list  more  imposing,  twice  told, 
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but  by  different  names,  present  themselves  in  these  advertisements. 
Thou'^h  ever  so  opposite  in  their  natures,  and  ever  so  incurable,  accord- 
ing to  experienced  physicians,  ihey  are  all  cured  by  these  nostrums. 
To  establish  their  credit  beyond  a  doubt,  certificates  liom^  M.D.'s,  Ex- 
cellencies, Right  Honorables,  and  Reverends,  are  appenrled,  who  per- 
haps never  saw  the  medicines,  and  if  they  had,  would  have  seen  them 
burnino-in  Vesuvius  ere  they  would  prostitute  their  names  for  the  bene- 
fit ol"  so  debased  a  cause. 

Let  us  single  out  a  specimen  or  two,  from  the  almost  endless  list  ol 
highly  applauded  nostrums  of  the  times.  It  is  but  a  few  years  since  the 
celebrated  Swairn's  Panacea  was  all  the  toast,  and  thought  as  uiuch  of 
as  the  idol  of  Juggernaut  by  its  infatuated  worshippers.  When  this  was 
most  in  vogue— for  nostrums,  like  other  things,  have  their  ups  and  downs, 
their  rise  in  the  estimation  of  the  community,  their  meridian  glory,  and 
their  downfall— it  was  in  such  high  repute  that  it  sold  for  any  price,  and 
its  inventor  attained  a  princely  fortune.  It  is  said  that  he  is  the  richest 
man  in  America,  and  that  his  net  gains  were  ten  niillions  of  dollars. 
This  was  from  a  medicine  which,  if  Its  merits  and  demerits  had  been 
weii^hed  in  a  balance,  the  latter  would  have  quickly  preponderated. 
Were  the  names  of  those  who  were  benefited  by  it,  and  those  who  were 
driven  to  an  untimely  end,  written  in  a  book,  the  former  would  make  but 
a  penny  pamphlet,  while  the  latter  would  swell  into  portly  folios. 

Next  in   point  of  celebrity,  may  be  mentioned  the  ever-to-be-rernem- 
bered  Hygeian,  or  IVJorison's  Pills.     The   mania  in  regard   to  these,  was 
as  great  as  that  of  the  alchymists  in  endeavoring  to  turn  the  baser  metals 
into  gold,  that  of  the  South  Sea  Bubble,  or  of  the  Eastern  Land  Specu- 
lation.    Never,  since  the  abridgment  of  the  days  of  man  at  the  Deluge, 
was  long  hfe  and  uninterrupted  health  more  doated  upon  than  during  the 
time  when  these    pills  trium|)hed   so   powerfully  over    men's   reasoning 
faculties.     The   demands   for  them  were  so  great,  that  the  former  slow 
method  of  making  pills  by  manual  labor   was  laid  aside,   and  machinery 
was  introduced  as  a  substitute.     1  know  not  as  steam   power  was  called 
into  operation,  but  pill-making   comjianies   were  formed,  and   extensive 
employment  was  afforded  in  various  places.     Not  only    pill-boxes  filled 
will)  the  precious  catholicon,  connnanding  enormous  prices,  were  sent  in 
every    direction,  but  barrels,  and  even    hogsheads,  were  likewise  sent. 
Riders  were  sent  out,  and  agencies  established  everywhere.     Would  that 
we  could   be  made  to   perceive   the   ravages  this   nostrum  has  made  of 
health,  and  the  havoc  of  human  life.     It  would  afford  an  excellent  les- 
son for  people  not  to  catch    at  every  bate,  and  not  to   be  allured  to  de- 
struction by  persons  who  seek  only  their  own  benefit.     Money  is  entic- 
ing, and  when  it  can  be  obtained  by  whistling  for  it,  anybody  would   put 
himself  in  readiness  to  lay  his  hand  upon  it.     Where  it  can  be  called  in 
in  cart-loads — in  such  abundance  as  to  amount  to  ten  millions  in  half  a 
dozen   years,   as  was   the   case  in   the   present   instance — many  persons 
would   not   be  scrupulous   about   the  means.     Anything  that   would  set 
people  beside  themselves  would  be  employed.     "Get  money,"  said  an 
Eastern  Prince  to  his  children,  as  he  was  bidding  them  farewell  upon  his 
death-bed.    "  Get  it   honestly  if  you  can,  but  at  any  rate  get  money." 


64  Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  iStaie  Lunatic  Hospital. 

Many  other  persons  have  the  same  desires.  They  would  choosa  to  get 
it  honestly  if  they  could,  but  they  are  determined  to  get  it  in  some 
way.  F. 
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FOURTH    ANNUAL    REPORT    OF  THE    STATE    LUNATIC    HOSPITAL. 

Finding  ourselves  anticipated  in  several  of  the  public  papers,  in  which 
abstracts  from  this  interesting  and  truly  valuable  document  were  given 
soon  after  its  distribution  among  the  members  of  the  legislature,  a  notice 
of  it  in  this  place  has  been  deferred,  from  one  week  to  another,  with  the 
expectation  of  obtaining  the  doings  of  the  General  Court  in  relation  to 
the  calls  made  upon  the  Commonwealth,  both  by  the  Superintendent  and 
Commissioners,  for  further  assistance.  From  that  portion  which  ema- 
nates from  the  Trustees,  submitted  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  it  ap- 
pears that  : — 

"  The  whole  number  of  patients  received  into  the  hospital  since  its  es- 
tablishment is  510  ;  that  the  whole  number  which  have  been  in  the  hos- 
pital during  the  past  year  is  244  ;  125  of  these  having  been  received 
during  the  year,  and  the  remainder  continued  from  former  years.  Of 
these  125,  117  were  committed  by  the  courts,  leaving  only  8  private  pa- 
tients received  during  the  year.  106  have  been  discharged  during  the 
year,  leaving  138  in  the  hospital  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Of  the  106 
who  have  been  discharged,  51  were  cured,  15  improved,  8  have  died,  and 
24  were  discharged  by  the  Trustees  for  want  of  room,  under  the  provis- 
ions of  the  statute. 

Of  the  patients  cured,  the  proportion  of  recent  cases,  that  is,  of  less 
than  one  year's  duration,  has  been  84  and  1-5  per  cent.  ;  while  of  those 
of  longer  duration  the  proportion  has  been  only  18  and  2-3  per  cent,  in- 
cluding those  discharged  for  want  of  room,  as  all  of  the  latter,  with  a 
single  exception,  should  be  put  down  in  the  class  of  incurables.  Of  those 
who  remained  at  the  end  of  the  year,  11  only  were  recent  cases,  while 
54  of  this  description  had  been  received  during  the  year,  and  these  11 
are  considered  by  the  Superintendent  as  curable.  A  more  extended 
view  of  this  branch  of  our  subject  will  show  that  of  the  161  cases  of  less 
than  one  year's  duration  admitted  into  the  hospital  since  its  establishment, 
132  have  been  and  11  more  probably  will  be  cured,  10  have  died,  six 
have  been  removed  before  the  effect  of  the  remedies  applied  had  been 
sufficiently  tested,  and  only  two  have  been  left  to  become  old  cases.  It 
further  appears  that  in  the  older  cases,  varying  from  one  to  thirty  years 
and  upwards,  the  chance  of  cure  is  nearly  in  an  inverse  ratio  to  the  dura- 
tion of  the  disease. 

It  further  appears,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained  from  the  examination 
of  the  books  of  the  Institution,  that  of  the  wliole  number  of  patients  ad- 
mitted to  the  hospital,  there  have  been  supported  by  themselves  or  friends, 
251  ;  males  139,  females,  112.  Supported  by  the  towns,  179;  males, 
106,  females,  73.     State  paupers,  73  ;  foreigners,  52,  from  other  States, 
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21.     Satisfactory  evidence  of  the  birth  find   former  residence  of  the   re- 
maining seven  could  not  be  ascertanied. 

An  abstract  of  the  report  of  the  justly  celebrated  Esquirol,  of  the 
royal  institution  of  Charenton,  near  Paris,  contains  the  following  particu- 
lars. The  results  are  the  more  interesting,  as  this  excellent  piil)lic  chari- 
ty is  of  a  character  nearly  resembling  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital  of 
Massachusetts.  The  report  is  for  the  eight  years  next  preceding  the 
year  1834. 

Esquiiol  found  in  the  hospital  at  the  commencement  of  the  period 
above  mentioned,  492  patients.  Admitted  during  the  eight  years,  1557, 
making  2049.  Of  this  number,  518  recovered  ;  546  died  ;  514  dis- 
charged not  cured;  and  471  remained.  He  makes  his  estimates  of 
cured  on  the  admissions  during  the  eight  years,  viz.  :  1557.  The  num- 
ber of  cures  518,  is  about  33  1-3  per  cent.  Estimate  of  deaths  on  the 
whole  number,  2049.     546  deaths  are  26  1-2  per  cent. 

The  State  Lunatic  Hospital  has  received  510  patients.  It  has  had  28 
deaths,  which  is  5  1-2  per  cent.  It  has  discharged  372.  Its  estimate  of 
cures  is  upon  the  discharged,  about  53  1-2  per  cent. 

If  the  estimate  of  cures  in  the  French  Hospital  were  made  in  the  same 
manner,  it  would  not,  as  will  be  perceived,  materially  alter  the  per 
centage. 

Esquirol's  recoveries  of  the  whole  number  in  that  Institution,  includ- 
ing incurables,  is  25  1-4  per  cent,  or  518  of  2049.  The  recoveries  in  the 
State  Lunatic  Hospital  of  all  the  patients,  is  38  4-5  per  cent.,  viz.  198 
of  510. 

Both  Institutions  contain  a  large  proportion  of  incurables." 

Were  it  possible  to  republish  in  the  Journal  the  tabular  statements  of 
Dr.  Woodward,  every  reader  would  be  convinced  of  the  unwearied  exer- 
tions of  that  ofHcer,  and  of  his  peculiar  fitness  to  manage  an  institution 
like  the  one  confided  to  his  care.  From  these  statements  it  appears  that 
of  the  patients  who  have  been  admitted,  283  were  single,  173  married,  30 
widows,  and  24  widowers.  Of  those  under  20  years  of  age,  there  have 
been  58;  27  males,  31  females.  From  20  to  30,  155;  91  males,  64  females. 
From  30  to  40,  125  ;  75  males,  50  females.  From  40  to  50,  56  ;  28 
males,  28  females.  From  50  to  60,  32  ;  19  males,  13  females.  From 
60  to  70,  7  ;  6  males,  1  female.  From  70  to  80,3  males.  Unknown,  24; 
15  males,  9  females. 

Following  these,  Dr.  Woodward  has  appended  a  series  of  facts  and 
practical  observations,  deserving  the  close  attention  of  physicians  as  well 
as  philanthropists  and  statesmen.  His  reasonings  u|)on  the  subject  of 
religious  instruction,  and  its  happy  influence  on  the  distracted  mind,  are 
calculated  to  enlist  the  highest  sympathies  of  our  nature.  Leaving  the 
report  for  the  present,  with  an  expectation  of  again  resuming  it,  we  can- 
not refrain  from  expressing  a  hope  that  a  sufficient  number  of  copies  have 
been  published  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  public  in  this  and  other 
States. 


COLONY   LAWS  RLSPECTING   THE  PRACTICE   OF   PHYSIC. 

Our  forefathers  had  a  wise  and  parental  solicitude  for  the  physical  as 
well  as  moral  welfare  of  the  people,  and  very  early,  theiefore,  after  the 
organization  of  the  Government  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  so  called,  estab- 
lished certain  regulations  in  regard  to  the  practice  of  physic  and  its  col- 
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lateral  branches,  r.alciilated  to  give  respectability  to  the  profession,  and 
at  the  same  time  keep  pretenders  beyond  the  contines  of  their  jurisdiction. 
Were  the  law  now  in  force,  which  ft>lli)ws  below,  its  practical  operation 
would  be  far  belter  than  all  the  iiuiltilorm  whereols,  wherebys,  Stc.  which, 
though  called  iin|)rovements,  are  but  innovations,  full  of  loop-holes  for 
empirics  to  escape  the  penalties  intended  to  have  been  meted  out  to 
them. 

"  Forasmucii  as  the  law  of  God  allows  no  man  to  impair  the  life  or 
limbs  of  any  person,  but  in  a  judicial  way  : — it  is  therefore  ordered,  that 
no  person  or  persons,  whatever,  employed  at  any  time  about  the  bodies  of 
men,  women,  or  children,  for  preservation  of  life  or  health,  as  chirurgions, 
midwives,  physicians,  or  others,  presume  to  exercise  or  put  forth  any  act 
contrary  to  the  known  approved  rules  of  art,  in  each  mystery  and  occu- 
pation, nor  exercise  any  force,  violence,  or  cruelty,  upon  or  towards  the 
body  of  any,  whether  young  or  old  (no  not  in  the  most  difficult  and 
desperate  cases),  without  the  advice  and  consent  of  such  as  are  skilled 
in  the  same  art  (if  such  may  be  had),  or  at  least  of  some  of  the  wisest 
and  gravest  then  present,  and  consent  of  the  patient  or  patients,  if  they 
be  mentis  compotes,  much  less  contrary  to  such  advice  and  consent  ;  up- 
on such  severe  punishment  as  the  nature  of  the  fact  may  deserve.  \Yhich 
law,  nevertheless,  is  not  intended  to  discourage  any  from  all  lawful  use  of 
their  skill,  but  rather  to  encourage  and  direct  them  in  the  right  use 
thereof,  and  inhil)it  and  restrain  the  presumptuous  arrogancy  of  such  as, 
through  perHdence  of  their  own  skill  or  any  other  sinister  respects,  dare 
boldly  attempt  to  exercise  any  violence  upon  or  towards  the  bodies  of 
young  or  old,  one  or  another,  to  the  prejudice  (ir  hazard  of  the  life  or 
limb  of  man,  woman  or  child."      1649. 


Boylston  Medical  Socieii]. — The  usual  annual  prizes  have  been  awarded 
as  follows.  7^he  first  prize  to  the  dissertation  entitled  "  The  Numerical 
System,"  l)y  William  Williamson  Wellington,  A.B.  The  second,  to  the 
dissertation  entitled  "  Scarlatina,"  by  Alvan  Smith.  The  gentlemen 
composing  the  prize  committee  were  l)rs.  Strong,  Morell,  and  Storer. 


Average  length  of  Life  among  Seamen. — The  following  table  was  con- 
structed by  the  venerable  Col.  Turner,  steward  of  Chelsea  Hospital. 
Deaths  in  Marine  Hospital  from  Oct.  1,  1827,  to  Dec.  31  ,;1836,  244,  viz. 

Under  20  years,   13  being  1   in  29 

From   20  to  30    103  1        2  1-3 

30      40       69  13  1-2 

40      50      39  16  2-5 

50      60       13  1       19 

Above  60  7  1        35 

The  average  length  of  seamen's  lives,  according  to  the  above  table,  is 
thirty- two  years,  live  and  a  half  months. 


Medical  Miscellany. — The  cholera  swept  off  4777  in  the  city  of  Naples, 
in  November  last.  —  Much  trouble  has  lately  been  on  the  tapis  at  St. 
Thomas's  Hospital.     The  students  of  Guy's  crowded   themselves,  sans 
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ceremonie,  into  the  operating  room  of  the  former  institution,  which  obhgcd 
the  surgeons  to  postpone  two  cases  of  liliiotomy,  which  were  re;idy  for 
operntion,  and  the  uproarous  rioters,  in  the  end,  were  all  arrested. — Flori- 
da Keys  are  strongly  recommended  to  invalids,  instead  of  Italy. — Dr, 
Bedford's  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  women  and  children,  the  present 
winter,  in  New  York,  are  much  praised. — U'he  Lying-in  Hospital,  Wash- 
ington street,  has  received  another  donation  of  five  hundred  dollars. — A 
spirited  meeting  of  the  Counsellors  of  the  Massachusetts  JVledical  Socie- 
ty was  held  last  week,  at  the  Atlienaeuin.  —  A  movement  is  said  to  be  on 
foot  to  recall  tiio  doings  of  the  legislature  in  relation  to  the  powers  recent- 
ly granted  to  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institution,  by  which  degrees  were 
to  be  given  independently  of  any  college. — The  plague,  says  the  last 
Smyrna  advices,  had  a|)pearcd  at  Scio  :  at  Vourlaa  {\:w  cases  had  occur- 
red ;  but  at  Constantinople  it  had  greatly  diminished.— Alexandria,  in 
Egypt,  is  represented  to  have  been  unusually  sickly  in  November. — The 
cholera  has  made  its  way  into  the  Ionian  Islands,  but  divested  of  its  worst 
features. — Professed  bonesetters  are  so  numerous  in  all  the  cities  in  this 
country,  that  foreigners  seem  to  imagine  that  there  is  an  atmospheric  ten- 
dency to  a  general  dislocation  of  the  joints  among  us. — Dentists  are  aban- 
doning gold  pivots  for  artificial  teeth,  and  substitute  wooden  dowels, 
which,  by  swelling  in  the  cavity  of  the  stump,  make  the  work  fit  better 
and  secure  the  new  teeth  much  more  firudy  than  metallic  pins. — Dr. 
Lewis  is  engaged  in  dissecting  two  dromedaries,  recently  belongin"-  to 
the  L^nion  street  menagerie. — A  case  of  smallpo.x  has  occurred  at  Bolton 
and  another  at  Lowell  ;  a  case  also  exists  at  Amherst,  N.  H. — By  a  regu- 
lation of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  by  the  request  of  the  Medical  Associa- 
tion, sextons  are  obliged  to  obtain  from  a  physician  the  cause  of  death  of 
those  whom  they  are  called  upon  to  bury  :  this  will  give  a  correctness,  it 
is  supposed,  to  the  future  bills  of  mortality  in  Boston. — Surgical  instru- 
ments brought  to  light  by  excavations  in  the  ruins  of  Pompeii,  proves,  be- 
yond contradiction,  that,  although  manufactured  almost  eighteen  hundred 
years*  ago,  they  are  quite  as  good  and  convenient  as  those  of  recent  Lon- 
don fabrication. — Living  on  small  means,  the  title  of  an  ephemeral,  of  the 
dimensions  of  a  blister  plaister,  is  denounced — for  teaching  only  how  to 
exist. — Dr.  Parker,  having  completed  his  lectures  at  Cincinnati,  has 
sailed  for  Europe — to  return  in  si.x  months. — Gum  elastic  ear  trumpets 
are  found  to  be  miserable  substitutes:  the  old-fashioned  metallic  ones  are 
far  better  for  reflecting  and  reverberating  sonorous  ravs,  although  very 
poor  things. — A  lunatic  in  the  State  Hospital  at  Worcester  considers 
himself  the  maker  of  all  things. — A  republication  of  the  Boston  fee-bill 
is  called  for.  It  is  so  long  since  it  was  printed  that  new  members  of  the 
Medical  Association  are  not  well  acquainted  with  the  rules  for  chargino-. 

— Dr.  Bowditch's  translation   of  Ijouis   is   constantly  gaining   friends. 

Dr.  Littell's  recent  work  on  diseases  of  the  eye  meets  with  general  appro- 
bation. He  would  do  well  in  preparing  another  distinctly  on  surgical 
operations  of  the  same  organ. 

To  CoRRF.spoNUF.NTs. — Dr.  Jewctt's  case  of  Bronchotomy, Questions  to  the 
author  of  the  Remarks  on  Itinerants,  and  Dr.  J.  M.  Warren's  report  of  a  surgical 
operation,  besides  various  other  favors,  are  on  file. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  Febrniuy  25,  2S.     Males,  13 — females,  15. 

Consiitnplion,  2 — hooping  cough,  1 — fits,  4 — infantile,  2 — apoplexy,  2 — croup,  1 — throat  distemper, 
2 — childbed,! — lung  fever,  3 — sudden,  1 — bursting  bloodvessel,  1 — disease  of  the  brain,  1 — pleu- 
rUy,  I — inflainmz.tion  of  the  bowels,  1 — brain  fever,  1 — wounds,  1 — stillborn,  1. 
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VERMONT   MEDICAL   COLLEGE,  AT   WOODSTOCK,  VT. 

CO.NKKCTED    WITH    MIDULEBURY    COLLEGE. 

(Incorporated  by  the  Legislature  of  Vermont,  October,  1835,  with  the  power  of  confer- 
ring degrees. 
The  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  at  this  Institulioii  will  comtneuceon  the  secondThursday  of  March 
next,  and  continue  thirteen  weeks. 

H.  H.  Childs,  .M.D.       -■      -       -       -       Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Obstetrics. 
GiLMA.N  Kimball,  .M.D.     -        -        -        -    Physiology  and  l^urgery. 
David  Palmkr,  M.D.      .        -        -        -        Ciieniistry  and  Materia  Medica. 
Robert  Watts,  Jr.  M.D.  -        -        -     Auiitoniy. 

Norman  Williams,  A.M.       -        -        -        Medical  Jurisprudence. 
D.  C.  Perrv,  .M.D.     -----    Deuionslrations  in  .\natomy. 
The  usual  number  of  Lectures  will  be  ^!!e,  daily — besides  the  Demonstrations  in  Anatomy,  and 
occasional  eveniiii:  exuniiiiations. 

Considerable  additions  are  now  making  to  the  Cheuiical  apparatus;  and  opportunities  will  be  fur- 
nished tn  students  for  practical  anatomy,  arrangements  lor  that  purpose  having  been  made  last  year 
in  the  city  of  A'ew  Yoik. 

{):5="  .Vu  subject  for  dissection  will  be  received  from  any  person,  or  on  any  terms. 

Fees  fur  the  course,  §4.5.  Graduation,  $18.  For  those  who  have  atlended  two  courses,  but  do  not 
graduate,  $10.  All  tlie  above  expenses  to  be  paid  in  advance,  or  secured  by  note,  with  a  salislactor 
endorser,  to  David  Pierce,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  the  Institution.  Board  is  usually  furnished  at  §2  per 
week,  including  room,  wood,  lights,  and  washing. 

t?tudeiits  are  requested  to  come  provided  with  two  or  more  standard  works  on  each  of  the  above 
designated  branches  of  study. 
Degrees  will  be  conlerreil  at  the  close  of  the  lecture  term. 

Examinations  will  be  c(mdiicled  by  the  Medical  Faculty,  in  presence  of  a  delegation  from  the  Col- 
lege, and  a  committee  appointed  by  ilie  Justices  of  the  ^Supreme  Court,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  incorporation.  — Kcquisites  to  an  examination  are,  that  the  student  produce  satisfactory 
testimonials  of  moial  character,  and  of  his  having  studied  tJiite  >ears  uilli  a  regular  practition- 
er ;  that  he  shall  have  attended  two  courses  of  public  Lectures,  one  of  which  must  have  been  at 
this  institution  ;  and  tiiat  he  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  21  years.  For  particulars  relating  to  pri- 
vate instruction,  students  are  referred  to  the  annual  catalogues  of  the  School. 

By  order  of  the  Trustees,  iNORM.'VN  VV1LLL\MS,  Secretary. 

Note. — The  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  at  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institution  commences  the  last 
Thursday  of  August,  at  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  and  continues  thirteen  weeks.— Fees  for  the  Course,  $50. 
Feb.  14— tM9 

'~  A   BARGALN'.  ~ 

A  PHYSICI.AX    in  the   County  of  Kennebeck  (.Maine),  wishing  l"  leave  the  State,  would  dispose 
of  his  situation  on  the  most  re.asonable  terms.    It  is  an  eligible  stand  lor  business,  and  offers  a  rare 
opportunity  for  any  young  gentleman  wishing  to  engage  in  the  practice  of  medicine.      For   further 
information,  inquire  at  this  office— if  by  letter,  post  paid. 
Feb.  I.  tf 

TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 
It.  .\.  DEWAR,  ^LD.  intends  forming  a  class  for  the  study  of  Dentistry,  in  every  branch.  The  num- 
ber will  be  limited,  and  each  student  will  have  an  opportunity  of  becoming  practically  acq'uainted 
with  all  the  operations  and  nianipulaiious  requisite.  Dr.  D.  has  provided  a  large  and  commodious 
work-room  for  their  exclusive  use.  Further  particulars  may  be  learned  by  calling  on  Dr.  Dewar,  No. 
1  Montgomery  Place.  tf— Oct.  19 

Boston,  Oct.  7,  1836. 

TO   .MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

The  undersigned  are  associated  far  the  purpose  of  instructing  in  all  the  branches  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery.  A  suitable  room  will  be  provided,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  medical 
library,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  districts  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  Eye 
and  Ear  Infirmary,  and  of  attending  a  course  o(  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye. 

A  regular  course  of  recitations  and  examinations  will  include  all  the  required  professional  works. 
Anatomical  instruction  and  private  dissection  will  form  a  prominent  part  in  the  study  of  the  pupils. 
For  further  information,  apjily  to  either  of  the  subscribers.  JOHN  JEFf'RlRS,  M.D. 

R.  \V.   HOOPER,  ,M.D. 
Franklin  Street,  J\ror.'S,\%2G.  NIG— tf  JOHN  H.  DIX,  .M.D. 

VACCINE     VIRUS. 

Physicians  in  any  part  of  the  United  States  may  hereafter  lie  furnished  with  pure  vaccine  virus,  by 
addressing  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal — inclosing  one  dollar.  Letters  must 
be  post-paid,  or  they  will  not  be  taken  from  the  Post  Oflice.  The  virus  will  invariably  be  sent  by  the 
first  mail,  unless  some  other  mode  of  conveyance  is  directed.  Ten  charged  quills,  an  ample  quan- 
tity for  meeting  any  sudden  emergency,  and  certainly  sufficient  to  propagate  a  supply  from,  will  be 
securely  packed  in  a  letter.  The  L'entlenian  who  has  iinderlakeii  to  keep  the  virus,'will  faithfully 
supply  that  which  is  positively  genuine  and  recently  tak<;n.  It  will  also  be  furnished  on  application 
at  the  Medical  Journal  office. 


THE  BOSTO.V  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesdav,  by 
1).  CL  VPP,  J:1.  at  Vii\  Wa-iliington  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  conimiinicalions 
must  hs  ail  Iressed,  pon'.-paid.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  containing  the  weekly 
numbers  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  S.M  ITII,  .M.D.  Editor.— Price  Sli.OO  a 
year  in  advance.  «$:!.. 50  after  throe  mouths,  and  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year. — Agents  allowed 
every  seventh  copy  gratis. — Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  iu  advance,  or 
satisfactory  reference.— Postage  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 
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RHINOPLASTIC  OPERATION. 

[Communicatod  tor  the  Boston   Medical  and  Suigiciil  Journal.] 

The  history  of  the  patient  who  was  the  subject  of  this  operation,  we 
shall  give  very  briefly,  as  follows. 

J.  T.  28  years  of  age.  Three  years  ago  last  spring,  while  playing 
very  roughly  v/ith  one  of  his  companions,  he  received  a  violent  blow 
on  the  nose,  which  dislocated  the  cartilage,  driving  it  at  the  same  time 
over  to  the  left  side.  Some  inflammation  canie  on  in  the  nose  at  the 
time  of  the  accident,  which  very  shortly  subsided  ;  and  as  he  was  out 
of  town,  and  at  a  distance  from  medical  advice,  nothing  was  done  to 
replace  the  cartilage,  which  remained  in  the  situation  into  which  it  had 
been  driven  by  the  blow. 

In  the  following  spring,  while  pursuing  his  ordinary  occupations,  a 
small  red  spot  appeared  on  the  right  cheek  just  below  the  eye  ;  this 
very  soon  increased  in  size,  the  inf  immation  gradually  spread,  first 
attacking  the  lip,  and  from  thence  extending  to  the  nose,  which  became 
red,  swollen,  and  finally  ulcerated. 

It  will  be  unnecessary  to  go  further  into  the  details  of  the  case ;  suf- 
fice it  to  say,  that  in  the  course  of  eighteen  months  the  whole  nose, 
cartilages,  septum,  bones,  he.  were  successively  attacked,  and  finally 
completely  destroyed.  The  ulceration  had  also  extended  to  the  cheek 
of  the  opposite  .side.  Subsequently  to  this,  cicatrization  gradually  took 
place,  leaving  the  patient  in  the  state  in  which  I  saw  him,  six  months 
after  his  recovery  fron)  the  disease. 

At  this  period,  having  accidentally  come  across  a  description  of  the 
Taliacotian  operation  in  an  old  magazine,  he  applied  to  know  whether 
anything  of  a  similar  kind  could  be  done  to  remedy  his  frightful  deform- 
ity.    The  following  was  his  state  as  he  appeared  on  the  first  examination. 

The  nose,  as  described  above,  had  entirely  disappeared,  leaving  in 
the  place  it  originally  occupied  an  opening  about  an  inch  in  diameter, 
bordered  by  a  firm  cicatrice  ;  the  septum  of  the  nostrils  was  destroyed, 
and  the  two  nasal  cavities  thus  thrown  into  one  ;  externally  a  small  cica- 
trix descended  from  the  lower  and  Itift  edge  of  this  opening  to  the  angle 
of  the  mouth.  In  the  course  of  the  disease  the  four  front  teeth  had 
been  lost,  and  this,  together  with  the  absorption  of  the  alveolar  process- 
es, had  caused  a  sinking  of  the  upper  lip,  which  had  fallen  an  inch 
below  the  level  of  the  lower  one.  An  opening  also  existed  between  the 
lip  and  upper  jaw,  through  which  a  probe  might  be  passed  from  the 
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mouth  into  the  nas^al  cavity.  The  sense  of  smell  was  quite  Ujst,  and  he 
was  subject  to  an  occasional  running  of  the  tears  over  the  face,  arising 
undoubtedly  from  the  too  sudden  contact  of  the  air  with  the  lachrymal 
ducts. 

A  thorou2;li  examination  of  his  case  having  been  made,  and  finding 
there  was  no  positive  obstacle  against  the  possibility  of  the  success  of 
an  operation,  the  difficulties  of  such  an  operation  as  would  be  required 
were  distinctly  stated  to  him,  the  improbability  of  its  succeeding  so  as  to 
restore  the  organ  in  such  a  manner  that  the  deformity  should  not  be 
known,  that  the  new  nose  might  become  very  much  flattened,  and  per- 
ha|)s  on  the  appearance  of  cold  weather  gangrene  might  take  {)lace,  and 
finally,  that  even  his  life  niight  be  endangered  by  it,  1  felt  it  my  duty 
to  state  the  case  plainly,  having  seen  all  these  accidents  occur  from  the 
oi)eration,  and  death  in  two  cases  being  the  consequence,  from  severe 
erysipelatous  inflammation  of  the  scalj). 

Notwithstanding  all  these  objections,  he  said  that  he  was  ready  to  in- 
cur any  risk  which  would  give  him  the  least  chance  of  having  the  de- 
formity under  which  he  labored  obviated,  as  life  in  his  present  state  was 
hardly  desirable. 

His  case  was  certainly  a  hard  one.  A  young  man,  in  the  prime  of 
life,  in  other  respects  of  a  good  face  and  appearance,  was,  by  this  fright- 
ful calamity,  not  only  entirely  cut  off:'  from  society,  but  j)revented  from 
gaining  the  means  of  subsistence. 

Having  determined  to  submit  himself  to  an  o])eration,  it  was  thought 
expedient  to  delay  it  a  few^  weeks,  in  order  to  watch  the  case  a  little,  and 
prepare  him  for  it  by  a  course  of  diet  and  regimen. 

At  the  end  of  six  weeks  his  health  had  inaterially  improved,  and  as  he 
still  persisted  in  the  determination  of  having  an  operation  performed, 
preparations  were  made  to  do  it  as  soon  as  possible,  as  on  account  of  the 
approach  of  cold  weather,  no  time  was  to  be  s|)ared.  At  this  period  he 
was  seen  by  my  friend  Dr.  Peace,  of  Philadelphia,  who  was  present 
with  me  at  one  or  two  operations  of  the  kind  practised  by  DlefTenbach 
in  Paris,  and  he  declared,  as  his  opinion,  that  the  appearance  of  the  pa- 
tient offered  every  chance  of  success.  The  favorable  circumstances 
were — the  healthy  state  of  the  integuments  surrounding  the  opening  of 
the  nasal  fossa,  the  great  height  of  the  forehead,  the  whiteness  and  deli- 
cacy of  the  skin,  and,  added  to  this,  the  good  state  of  his  health.  All 
the  preparations  having  bee-i  made,  the  operation  was  performed  on  the 
seventh  of  September. 

A  piece  of  pasteboard,  cut  in  the  shape  of  the  letter  V,  that  is,  of  a 
triangular  form,  and  with  a  projection  from  its  base,  corresponding  to  the 
coluuma  of  the  nose,  was  placed  uj)on  the  forehead,  and  a  trace  made 
around  it  with  the  nitrate  of  silver ;  this  being  used  in  preference  to  ink, 
as  recommended  by  Lisfranc,  in  order  that  it  n)ight  not  be  liable  to  be- 
come effaced  by  the  blood.  A  trace  was  also  made  around  the  opening 
of  the  nasal  fossa,  at  the  points  where  it  would  be  necessary  to  remove 
the  integuments  for  planting  the  new  skin  taken  from  the  forehead. 
This  was  done  the  night  previous,  iu  order  to  prevent  any  undue  delay 
on  the  day  of  the  operation. 
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AH  unnec:es=ary  articles  of  clothing  being  removed,  the  patient  was 
placed  on  a  table  in  a  recumbent  position,  bis  face  towards  the  window, 
and  the  operator  behind  so  as  to  have  the  lull  command  of  the  head.  The 
traces  made  by  the  nitrate  of  silver  were  about  two  thirds  of  an  inch 
apart  between  the  eyebrows,  each  side  of  the  triangular  portion  of  skin 
was  three  inches  and  a  quarter  in  length,  with  a  base  of  three  and  a  half 
inches,  and  the  projection  for  the  columna  of  the  nose,  which  was  to  be 
taken  entirely  from  the  scalp,  previously  shaved,  was  an  inch  and  a  half 
long  and  two  thirds  of  an  inch  wide. 

Tlie  head  being  firmly  supported  by  two  assistants,  the  incision  was 
commenced  between  the  eyebrows,  and  the  flap  of  skin  dissected  up  so 
as  entirely  to  isolate  it  from  the  skin  of  the  forehead,  except  where,  for 
the  purpose  of  nutrition,  it  was  left  adherent  at  the  root  of  the  nose. 
The  incision  on  the  left  side  between  the  eyebrows  was  extended  a  little 
farther  down  than  on  tlie  rii,dit,  the  better  to  facilitate  the  twisting  of 
the  flap.  This  incision  included  the  skin,  subcutaneous  cellular  tissue, 
and  a  portion  of  the  occipito-frontalis  muscle,  care  being  taken  not  to 
raise  the  periosteum,  from  fear  of  necrosis. 

The  flap  thus  dissected  and  twisted  round  to  the  left  side,  was  care- 
fully wrapped  in  a  compress  of  linen  cloth,  and  before  the  operation  was 
proceeded  farther  in,  attention  was  given  to  diminishing  the  large  wound 
made  in  il)e  scalp.  Little  hemorrhage  had  taken  place,  and  the  tem- 
poral arteries  which  had  been  cut,  very  soon  retracted  and  ceased  bleed- 
ing. The  angles  of  the  wound  were  first  brought  together  by  the  tvi'ist- 
ed  suture,  two  pins  being  employed  on  either  side.  Its  edges  between 
the  eyebrows  were  also  approximated  in  a  similar  manner  ;  by  this 
means  the  wound  in  the  forehead  was  diminished  at  once  to  less  than 
half  its  original  size  ;  it  was  still  farther  reduced  by  the  use  of  a  few 
strips  of  adhesive  plaister,  and  a  little  scraped  lint  filled  up  the  remain- 
der of  the  wound.  Some  lint  spread  with  cerate  was  spread  over  the 
whole  surface,  a  pledget,  and  the  whole  secured  by  a  bandage  round 
the  head. 

The  next  object  was  to  fix  the  borrowed  skin  in  its  place.  In  order 
to  do  this,  it  was  necessary  to  freshen  the  borders  around  the  opening  of 
the  nasal  fossa,  the  traces  of  which,  as  stated  above,  had  been  previousfy 
made  with  nitrate  of  silver.  For  this  purpose  a  short  narrow  knife,  some- 
what similar  to  a  cataract  knife,  was  used,  and  a  strip  of  integument  a 
third  of  an  inch  in  breadth,  removed,  including  all  that  portion  which 
had  been  at  all  indmated  during  the  cicatrization  of  the  ulcerations. 
The  knife  was  also  passed  between  the  lip  and  upper  jaw,  in  which 
existed,  as  before  stated,  an  opening  large  enough  to  pass  a  probe,  and 
the  adhesions  between  the  two,  for  the  space  of  an  inch,  entirely  cut 
away.  This  was  done  for  the  double  purpose  of  giving  the  columna  of 
the  nose  a  more  deep  and  firm  adhesion,  and,  in  the  inflammation  which 
would  subsequently  ensue,  to  close  up  the  unnatural  communication  be- 
tween the  mouth  and  nasal  cavity. 

The  flap  was  now  brought  down  into  its  place,  its  angles  a  little 
rounded  with  the  scissors,  the  better  to  simulate  the  al?e  of  the  nose,  and 
the  whole  secured  in  its  place  by  pins  and  points  of  the  interrupted  su- 
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ture.  From  that  portion  of  the  skin  which  was  to  form  the  columna  of 
the  nose,  the  epidermic  side  was  pared  a  little,  so  that  it  mi^lit  form  an 
adhesion  not  only  underneath  to  the  jaw,  but  on  its  sides  to  the  quadran- 
gular wound  made  for  it  in  the  upper  lip. 

A  little  scraped  lint  was  now  placed  under  the  ends  of  the  pins,  and 
a  strip  of  oiled  lint  introduced  into  each  nostril  to  prevent  adhesion  ;  an- 
other strip  was  placed  upon  the  nose  to  preserve  its  temperature.  The 
dressings  were  secured  by  a  band  of  adhesive  plaister  fixed  to  the  fore- 
head above,  and  partially  divided  in  the  middle,  so  that  it  might  descend 
on  each  side  of  the  nose  to  the  lip. 

During  the  whole  of  this  long  and  painful  operation  the  patient  kept 
up  his  courage,  and  not  a  cry  was  uttered,  nor  the  least  struggle  made 
that  could  at  all  impede  the  motions  of  the  operator.  Not  much  blood 
was  lost,  and  his  strength  was  so  little  exhausted  that  he  was  able  to  run 
up  stairs  to  his  chamber.  He  was  ordered  to  go  to  bed  in)mediately,  to 
keep  perfectly  quiet,  and  a  watcher  left  with  him,  who  had  directions,  in 
case  of  his  falling  asleep,  to  prevent  him  from  either  rolling  over  on  his 
side,  or  raising  his  hand  to  the  nose  so  as  to  derange  the  dressings  ;  also 
to  wake  him  immediately  should  he  breathe  through  the  nose.  To  have 
arrow-root  or  gruel  and  lemonade,  for  nourishment. 

On  visiting  him  in  the  afternoon  he  was  found  comfortable  ;  the 
new  nose  was  warm,  and  had  bled  a  little  from  the  edges  which  formed 
the  nostrils,  both  showing  the  circulation  was  not  at  all  impeded. 

Sept.  10th.  Passed  a  2;ood  night,  slept  well,  pulse  seventy-nine,  com- 
plains of  no  pain,  the  nose  of  about  the  natural  temperature.  The  gen- 
tleman who  .watched  with  him  thinks  that  the  lint  on  the  right  side  of 
the  nose  was  occasionally  raised  a  little  during  expiration,  when  the  pa- 
tient slept  soundly  ;  he  awoke  him  once  or  twice  on  this  account.  A 
purgative  was  ordered  of  the  sol.  sulph.  magnes.  and  liquid  farinaceous 
diet.  A  piece  of  cork  was  confined  between  the  teeth,  so  as  to  keep 
the  mouth  open,  it  being  hoped  that  this  might  prevent  him  from  closing 
his  lips  during  sleep  and  breathing  through  the  nose. 

11th.  Quite  as  well,  passed  a  quiet  night,  has  a  good  appetite,  pulse 
eighty.  Watcher  says  that  he  occasionally  made  a  motion  to  raise  his 
hand  to  the  nose,  but,  as  if  instinctively  aware  of  the  impropriety  of  it, 
withdrew  it  again  without  touching  the  dressings.  The  introduction  of 
the  cork  into  the  month  had  entirely  etiected  its  object,  by  preventing 
the  passage  of  air  through  the  nose. 

12th.  The  first  dressing  took  place  four  days  after  the  operation,  and 
the  following  was  found  to  be  the  state  of  the  parts. 

The  dressings  on  the  forehead,  after  being  well  soaked  were  first  re- 
moved. The  angles  of  the  wound  were  found  to  have  united  through- 
out, so  that  two  of  the  pins  were  at  once  disi)cnsed  with.  Union  had 
also  taken  place  in  its  lower  part,  just  above  and  between  the  eye  brows  ; 
the  remainder  of  the  wound,  that  is,  its  central  part,  in  which  union  by 
the  first  intention  could  not  take  place,  was  suppurating  well,  and  filled 
with  healthy  granulations. 

The  nose  was  next  attended  to.  Upon  the  lint  being  removed,  which 
had  become  very  much  hardened  and  caked  in  by  the  coagulated  blood, 
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it  was  found  that  entire  union  had  taken  phice  on  both  sides.  The  alae 
of  the  nose  and  lower  edi;es  could  Miot  easily  be  seen  without  making 
use  of  too  much  violence  in  reniovint^  the  dressings,  which  at  present 
was  not  thouL|,ht  necessary.  The  colunina  was  curved  inwards,  and  the 
sutures  concealed.  The  nose  was  of  the  natural  color  and  temperature, 
and  the  circulation  through  it  seemed  uninterru|)ted. 

Two  strips  of  lint  dipped  in  oil  were  laid  over  the  cicatrix  on  each 
side  of  the  nose,  and  no  other  dressinos  used.  The  patient  was  allowed 
to  sit  up  a  little,  and  to  take  any  article  of  food  of  the  liquid  kind  he 
mi2;ht  fancy. 

On  the  I3th  he  was  quite  as  well,  with  the  exception  of  a  little  oedema 
of  the  uoper  eyelids,  arising,  undoubtedly,  from  the  pressure  of  the 
bandages  and  other  dressings  on  the  forehead.  One  of  the  pins  was 
removed  from  the  forehead  on  the  13th,  and  another,  the  only  remaining 
one,  on  the  following  day.  The  dossils  of  lint  which  had  been  placed 
in  the  nostrils  still  remained  there,  firmly  caked  in  by  the  drying  of  the 
pus,  blood,  &c.  These  were  not  removed  until  the  19th,  when  their 
places  were  supplied  by  two  pieces  of  hollow  sound.  Some  difficulty 
was  found  in  the  introduction  of  the  tube  into  the  right  nostril,  which 
had  become  partially  filled  with  granulations. 

On  the  14th  a  quantity  of  hair  began  to  appear  on  that  portion  of  the 
skin  forming  the  columna  of  the  nose,  which,  as  will  be  remembered, 
was  taken  from  the  scalp;  this  hair,  from  time  to  time,  required  to  be 
removed  with  the  scissors.  He  was  put  upon  a  nourishing  diet,  with  the 
caution  to  use  the  jaws  as  little  as  possible.  He  stated  that  occasionally, 
when  he  swallowed,  he  had  a  sensation  as  though  he  would  "  swallow 
his  nose." 

15th.  The  remaining  pins  were  removed  from  the  side  of  the  nose, 
and  the  two  sutures  which  confined  the  alae ;  and  on  the  17th,  ten  days 
after  the  operation,  the  two  ligatures,  which  confined  the  columna  in 
its  place,  were  also  removed. 

At  this  period,  the  following  was  the  state  of  the  parts.  The  wound 
in  the  forehead,  from  the  adhesion  by  the  first  intention  which  had  taken 
place,  and  subsequent  contraction,  had  diminished  to  a  third  its  original 
size,  and  the  small  triangular  space  which  remained,  together  with  that 
portion  of  the  scalp  from  which  the  columna  of  the  nose  had  been  taken, 
was  filled  with  healthy  granulations.  From  the  wound  to  the  root  of 
the  nose  was  a  lineal  cicatrix  two  inches  in  length,  and  continuous  with 
the  cicatrix  on  the  left  side.  Adhesion  of  the  integuments  had  taken 
place  on  both  sides  of  the  nose  ;  at  the  right  alas,  however,  the  union 
was  not  quite  so  perfect  as  at  the  left  ;  that  is  to  say,  the  whole  thick- 
ness of  the  skin  did  not  appear  to  have  united.  To  assist  the  union, 
the  skin  of  the  face  which  lay  under  it  was  slightly  scarified  with  the 
point  of  a  lancet. 

The  columna  of  the  nose  was  a  little  curved  backward,  and  its  edges 
had  retracted  inwards  upon  themselves.  The  inside  of  the  nose  was 
suppurating  well,  and  at  its  upper  part  adhesion  seemed  to  have  taken 
place  between  the  two  bleeding  surfaces  which  had  been  opposed  to  each 
other.     The  tip  of  the  nose  was  well  defined,  and  its  edges  were  curved 
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inwards  so  as  well  to  simulate  the  natural  appearance  of  the  alae,  and 
just  above  the  alas,  apparently  from  atmospheric  pressure,  a  dej)res3ion  was 
taking  place,  forming  their  superior  boundary.  This  was  assisted  by  the 
patient  n)aking  an  occasional  pressure  with  his  fingers  at  these  points. 
He  feels  well,  has  a  good  a|)petite,  and  sits  up  all  day.  He  breathes 
freely  through  the  tubes  placed  in  the  nostrils,  which  requiie  to  be  daily 
removed  in  order  to  clear  out  any  obstructions  which  may  collect  in 
them. 

At  the  end  of  a  month  the  wound  in  the  forehead  had  contracted  to 
about  a  quarter  of  its  original  size.  Adhesion  of  the  nose  was  perfect 
at  all  its  points.  The  openings  of  the  nostrils  were  regularly  rounded, 
and  simulated  well  the  natural  appearance.  The  tip  of  the  nose  is  well 
preserved,  and  a  regular  curve  takes  place  from  its  root  to  the  end  of 
the  organ. 

At  the  end  of  six  weeks  he  was  able  to  go  out  and  walk  about  during 
the  evening,  but  as  the  weather  became  cold  he  was  advised  to  confine 
iiimself  to  the  house,  as  cold  evidently  had  a  very  great  effect  in  re- 
tarding the  cicatrization  of  the  wound  in  the  forehead.  By  reference 
to  the  second  figure  on  the  plale  which  accompanies  this  paper,  a  pretty 
correct  idea  will  be  formed  of  the  state  of  things  sis.  weeks  after  the 
operation. 

At  the  end  of  two  months  it  was  thought  time  to  proceed  to  the  second 
operation,  which  was  required  to  remove  the  twist  existing  at  the  root 
of  the  nose.  It  will  be  easily  conceived  by  referring  to  the  plate,  that 
underneath  the  pedicle  which  connected  the  nose  with  the  forehead,  a 
small  portion  of  sound  skin  existed,  and  that  of  course  no  adhesion  had 
taken  place  between  this  portion  and  the  pedicle  lying  over  it.  The 
method  usually  adopted  by  operators  has  been  to  cut  the  pedicle,  after 
sufficient  union  of  the  nose  has  taken  place  below  to  justify  the  separa- 
tion of  it  from  its  source  of  nutrition,  and  to  fix  it  down  at  the  root  of 
the  nose,  in  a  transverse  incision  made  for  it  at  that  point. 

To  this  method  there  are  some  serious  objections.  First,  the  danger 
of  inflanunation  in  separating  the  pedicle  ;  second,  of  sloughing  of  the 
organ  on  the  vessels  being  cut  which  have  hitherto  supplied  it  with 
blood  ;  and  lastly,  the  very  perceptible  transverse  cicatrix  left  after  the 
operation.  The  method  resorted  to  in  the  present  case  is  liable  to  none 
of  these  objections,  except,  perhaps,  the  first  one,  in  which  the  danger 
is  much  diminished. 

This  o])eralion  was  as  follows.  An  incision  was  made,  commencing 
at  the  internal  angle  of  the  eye,  and  extending  to  that  part  of  the  base 
of  the  nose  where  adhesion  had  not  been  able  to  take  place  ;  a  corres- 
ponding incision  was  also  practised  on  the  pedicle.  The  skin  being  well 
dissected  up  from  its  adhesion,  a  small  portion  of  integument  was  removed 
from  the  upper  angle  of  the  wound,  where  it  had  become  wrinkled  from 
the  twist  in  the  pedicle.  The  edges  were  brought  together  by  three 
points  of  the  interrupted  suture.  The  same  operation  was  to  be  per- 
formed at  a  future  day  on  the  other  side,  where,  however,  the  o|)ening 
was  of  about  half  the  size,  and  not  so  perceptible.  Union  took  place, 
throughout,  by  the  first  intention.     Some  trouble  was  experienced,  how- 
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ever,  by  llie   formation  of  a  small   abscess   in   the   new   cicatrix,  wbich 
suiipurated  and  discliari^ed  itself. 

The  third  di awing,  executed  four  months  after  the  operation,  when 
the  cicatriz.ation  had  become  complete  at  all  points,  gives  a  very  good 
idea  of  his  present  appearanc^e.  He  now  declares  himself  entirely  well, 
no  secretion  takes  place  Uo\\\  the  nostrils,  and  on  looking;  into  those 
cavities  a  new  skin  is  found  to  line  them  throughout.  The  nose  it- 
self has  contracted  gradually,  so  that  by  the  first  contraction  of  the  in- 
teguments, and  the  subsequent  contraction  from  suppuration,  it  has  de- 
creased to  almost  two  thirds  the  size  of  the  flap  which  was  taken  from  the 
forehead.  Contraction  also  seems  to  be  going  on  in  its  longitudinal  axis, 
so  that  the  distance  between  the  tip  of  the  nose  and  the  ir.outh,  daily  in- 
creases. This  will  be  much  more  perceptible,  and  the  whole  physiogno- 
my of  the  nose  much  improved,  when  the  four  front  teeth,  which  have 
been  lost,  are  replaced.  This  will  bring  out  the  under  lip,  and  at  the 
same  tin)e  raise  the  tip  of  the  nose.  Tlie  cicatrix  in  the  forehead  has 
become  very  small,  and  is  gradually  assuming  the  color  of  the  surround- 
ing integuments.  The  scalp  from  which  the  columna  was  taken  is  lost 
in  the  hair.  The  nose  is  quite  firm,  of  a  good  form,  and  the  cicatrix  on 
each  side  hardly  perceptible  ;  at  the  root  ol'the  nose  on  the  left  side,  and 
at  that  portion  which  formed  the  pedicle,  a  small  fissure  still  remains, 
which  is  for  the  present  concealed  by  a  strip  of  court  plaister. 

The  health  of  the  patient  has  never  been  better,  his  sense  of  smell  is 
returning,  and  the  tears  no  longer  run  over  the  face,  and  he,  as  well  as 
his  friends,  congratidate  themselves  both  on  the  moral  and  physical  ef- 
fects of  the  operation.  He  is  now  able  to  make  his  appearance  during 
the  daytime,  which  he  has  not  done  before  during  the  last  two  years, 
and  no  person  would  observe  anything  remarkable  in  the  nose,  without  a 
minute  examination,  when  it  would  be  difficult  to  explain  the  remarka- 
ble anatomical  changes  which  have  taken  place. 

Remarks. — In  an  operation  like  the  present,  of  comparative  rarity  in 
this  country,  it  will  not  perhaps  be  considered  amiss,  if  a  few  remarks 
are  offered  on  some  of  the  most  interesting  points  connected  with  its 
history,  and  of  the  chief  difficulties  which  may  occur  to  prevent  its 
success. 

The  operation  of  Rhinoplastie  is  originally  of  very  ancient  date.  For 
various  reasons,  however,  it  had  fallen  into  most  un:nerited  disrepute  un- 
til of  late  years,  when  it  has  been  again  revived  in  Europe  by  the  bril- 
liant successes  of  Graffe,  Dieffenbach,  and  Labat  on  the  Continent,  and 
Listen  in  Great  Britain.  Dieffenbach,  in  his  late  visit  to  Paris,  where, 
with  the  accustomed  liberality  of  the  French,  all  the  hospitals  were 
thrown  open  to  him  for  practising  his  celebrated  operations  for  the  resto- 
ration of  parts,  lias,  perhaps,  done  more  than'  any  other  operator  to- 
wards giving  it  its  proper  standing  in  surgery. 

In  the  most  ancient  operations  of  this  kind,  the  lost  organ  was  restored 
at  the  expense  of  the  integuments  in  its  immediate  neighborhood  ;  ad- 
vantage being  taken  of  the  extensibility  of  the  skin  of  the  cheeks,  the 
integuments  were  dissected  up  on  both  sides  of  the  nasal  fossa,  brought 
forward,  and  united  in  the  centre   by  points  of  the   interrupted  suture. 
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In  case  of  the  extensibility  of  the  integuments  not  being  sufficiently 
great,  incisions  were  made  on  boti)  sides  in  front  of  the  ears,  so  as  to  di- 
minish the  tension  of  the  skin  at  these  parts,  tlie  wounds  thus  made 
being  afterwards  allowed  to  Gil  up  by  granulation.  This  operation, 
however,  did  not,  as  will  be  easily  perceived,  restore  the  form  of  the 
lost  organ,  and  the  only  advantage  gained  was  a  flap  of  skin  to  cover 
the  existing  deformity. 

Tlie  operation  which  was  afterwards  adopted,  and  which  at  present 
bears  the  name  of  the  author,  was  that  of  Taliacotius,  which  consisted 
in  taking  the  skin  required,  from  the  arm,  or,  in  some  cases,  from  the 
body  of  another  person.  The  given  shape  of  the  nose  being  marked 
out  on  the  place  determined  upon,  the  flap  was  dissected  up,  except  at 
its  base,  and  the  integument  thus  taken  was  confined  in  a  place  prepared 
for  it  around  the  nasal  fossa.  In  this  operation,  it  was  required  that  the 
arm,  in  case  it  was  taken  from  that  part,  should  be  confined  in  contact 
with  the  face,  for  the  space  of  ten  or  fifteen  days,  or  until  union  had  ta- 
ken place  ;  and  it  was  not  until  then  that  the  arm  was  released  from  its 
situation.  The  disadvantages  of  this  method  are  at  once  manifest;  the 
length  of  time  required  to  keep  the  limb  in  this  painful  situation,  so 
as  in  some  cases  to  produce  partial  paralysis,  and  the  danger  that  ensued 
in  the  too  early  separation  of  the  transplanted  skin  from  its  source  of 
nutrition,  were,  of  themselves,  reasons  of  sufficient  weight  to  cause  this 
method  to  fall  into  disuse. 

The  operation  which  has  attained  the  most  celebrity,  is  that  which 
goes  by  the  name  of  the  Indian  Method,  in  which  the  flap  is  taken  from 
the  forehead.  This  has  been  most  frequently  practised  in  France  and 
England,  and  it  is  this  method,  which,  it  will  be  perceived,  has  been 
adopted,  with  some  modifications,  in  the  present  case. 

Having  thus  briefly  referred  to  the  history  of  the  operation,  some  re- 
marks will  now  be  made  on  the  chief  difficulties  which  occur  in  the 
course  of  it,  and  the  means  taken  to  obviate  them. 

No  operation,  perhaps,  requires  more  attention  to  the  nice  points  of 
detail,  than  that  now  under  consideration  ;  and  it  is  on  these  that  the 
ultimate  success  of  the  operation,  in  a  great  measure,  depends.  For  in- 
formation on  this  subject,  we  cannot  do  better,  than  by  referring  to  the 
work  of  M.  Labat,  one  of  the  most  valuable  monographs  on  rhino- 
plastie  for  reference  yet  published.  The  author,  after  having  referred 
to  the  occasional  trouble  which  he  experienced  from  hemorrhage  while 
dissecting  up  the  flap  of  skin  from  the  forehead,  goes  on  to  state,  "  But 
an  inconvenience  much  more  embarrassing,  and  to  which  it  was  neces- 
sary to  be  resigned,  from  the  impossibility  of  remedying  it,  \\;as  occa- 
sioned by  the  great  quantity  of  blood,  which,  entering  the  throat,  was 
violently  expelled  from  the  mouth  every  time  that  the  pain  of  the  opera- 
tion forced  the  patient  to  cry  out.  But  what  was  much  more  trouble- 
some still,  was  its  being  repeatedly  received  in  the  eyes  of  the  operator, 
so  as  once  or  twice  to  oblige  me  to  discontinue  the  operation  for  the 
space  of  some  seconds." 

The  difficulty  which  the  author  here  complains  of,  was  remedied  in 
the  present  instance   by  a  very  simple   means.     Instead   of  placing   the 
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patient  in  an  upright  position,  lie  was  made  to  lie  upon  his  back  on  a 
table,  the  operator  behind  liiin  ;  the  blood  was  thus  conducted  off 
on  each  side  of  th.e  face,  instead  of  r.assing  over  the  nasal  fossa 
and  mouth,  and  entering;  the  throat.  To  guard  against  any  possibility 
of  this  accident  taking  place,  plugs  were  confined  in  the  opening  of  the 
nasal  cavities,  during  the  dissection  of  the  ?x^^,  and  the  tinie  occupied  in 
closing  up  tiie  v/ound  en  t!i3  forehead.  vVhen  the  operation  was  com- 
menced aromui  this  opr^ning,  Tend  the  entrance  of  the  blood  was  unavoida- 
ble, the  patient,  v/ho  maintained  sufficient  coolness  throughout,  was  request- 
ed to  keep  the  blood  f.s  long  as  pcssibis  in  the  mouth,  and  an  assistant 
directed  to  clear  out,  with  a  sn)rJi  spon?];e,  what  had  collected,  as  occasion 
required. 

We  give  the  account  oS  r.not!:3r  trouble,  in  the  author's  own  lively 
description,  whicli,  fortunately,  was  svcided  in  the  present  instance. 

"But  an  accident  of  much  more  gravity,  and  which  placed  me  in  a 
very  critical  positio.-!,  p:e3ented  itself  at  a  moment,  when,  after  having 
detached  from  the  forehead  ths  P.ap  of  integument,  I  was  about  to  bring 
it  down  into  the  place  it  was  destined  to  occupy.  Previous  to  making 
this  twist  of  the  new  flap,  it  was  thought  necessary,  as  I  have  before 
stated,  to  prolong  the  incision  on  the  left  side  as  far  as  the  medium  line 
of  the  root  of  the  nose,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  torsion  of  the  pedicle  ; 
the  patient  experienced,  at  this  moment,  such  a  violent  pain  by  the 
inevitable  division  w  hich  it  was  necessary  to  make  of  some  of  the  rami- 
fications of  the  frontal  branch  of  the  ophthalmic  nerve  of  Willis,  that 
he  escaped  from  the  hands  of  the  assistants,  rushed  towards  the  door, 
and  was  deteruiined  not  to  undergo  the  remaining  part  of  the  operation. 
At  this  moment,  the  physiognomy  of  L.  presented  a  most  frightful  as- 
pect;  his  forehead  covered  by  a  large  wound,  tlie  borders  of  which,  re- 
tracted by  pain,  had  greaily  augmented  its  extent,  and  all  the  rest  of  the 
face,  his  neck,  and  frarments,  inundated  with  blood.  But  a  sight  which 
was  much  more  horrible  to  behold  was  the  flap  of  palpitating  integuments, 
which  at  every  moment  were  jerked  from  one  side  of  the  face  to  the 
other." 

In  the  present  instance,  no  particular  suffering  was  observed  by  the 
extension  of  the  incision  down  between  the  eyebrows  ;  and  in  case  of 
any  difficulty  of  this  kind,  the  complete  command  in  which  the  patient 
was  held,  fiom  the  position  adopted,  would  have  prevented  any  of  the 
evils  complained  of  by  M.  Labat. 

One  of  the  greatest  difficulties  of  the  operation,  and  that  which,  in 
its  consummation,  occupied  the  most  time,  was  the  passing  of  the  pins 
which  were  to  close  the  wound  in  tl)e  forehead,  and  to  confine  the  new 
nose  in  its  situation.  To  remedy  this  as  much  as  possible,  the  pins  to  be 
employed,  which  were  the  long  pins,  generally  used  by  naturalists,  were 
previously  sharpened  ;  and  for  introducing  them,  a  little  instrument  was 
constructed,  somewhat  similar  to  the  aneurismal  forceps  of  Dr.  Physick, 
made  with  a  small  groove  to  receive  the  head  and  upper  third  of  the 
shaft  of  the  pin.  With  this  instrument  the  pins  were  readil}'  seized, 
and  pushed  through  the  skin,  and  the  ligature  being  applied,  their  ends 
were  cut  off  by  the  scissors  or  cutting  pliers. 
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At  tlifit  part  of  the  flap  which  was  to  simulate  the  alae  of  tlie  nose, 
as  it  was  necessary  that  the  integuments  sliould  be  directed  inwards, 
the  pin"?,  of  course,  could  not  be  used,  and  here  a  plan  recounnended  by 
M.  Ijidjat  was  adopted,  which  was  followed  by  partial  success.  A 
thread  being  passed  first  tlirough  the  inleguuient  of  the  face,  and  then 
through  the  flap,  at  about  two  lines  distant  from  their  edges,  tlie  ligature 
was  so  tied  as  to  produce,  as  it  were,  a  fold  at  that  point ;  and  the  bet- 
ter to  effect  this  object,  a  small  piece  of  adhesive  plaister,  rolled  up  into 
the  form  of  a  cylinder,  was  confined  under  the  threads,  so  as  to  make  a 
strong  compression  on  the  wound  and  to  force  the  edges  into  their  places. 
This  succeeded  completely  on  one  side;  on  the  other,  however,  the 
union,  at  first,  was  not  so  entire,  the  skin  adhering  only  by  about  half  its 
thickness. 

During  the  v.'hole  of  the  treatment,  it  was  necessary  to  keep  the  open- 
ings of  the  nostrils  distended  bv  small  tubes.  The  substance  which 
seemed  to  answer  the  best  for  this  purpose,  was  a  portion  of  the  barrel 
of  a  quill  ;  the  end  which  was  to  remain  in  the  nose,  being  stopped  up 
with  a  little  melted  sealing  wax,  and  a  small  aperture  cut  in  the  side 
through  which  the  air  could  freely  pass.  These  were  ingeniously  con- 
structed by  the  patient  himself,  who,  after  a  time,  was  able  to  manage 
them  without  difficulty.  The  tendency  to  contraction  at  these  points 
was  very  great,  so  that  at  one  period,  the  tubes  being  left  out  during  the 
night,  it  required  considerable  force  to  replace  them. 

From  the  new  nose  being  formed  entirely  of  skin,  it  will  perhaps  be 
supposed,  that  the  integuments  composing  it  are  flaccid,  and  the  form 
of  it  easily  destroyed.  This,  however,  from  reasons  easily  appreciable, 
is  not  the  case.  The  integuments  of  the  scalp  being  naturally  of  great 
thickness,  by  the  suppuration  which  took  place  from  the  inner  side  were 
made  to  assume  a  firmness  almost  similar  to  fibro-cartilage ;  and  al  the 
root  of  the  nose,  the  internal  surfaces  coming  in  contact,  contracted  ad- 
lieslons  so  as  to  make  the  nose  perfectly  solid  at  that  part.  The  size, 
also,  of  the  columna,  which  doubled  upon  itself  and  contracting  deep 
adhesions  during  the  inflammation  which  took  place,  forms  a  round  and 
solid  pillar  to  support  the  tip  of  the  nose. 

Great  precautions  had  been  taken  to  guard  against  exposure  to  the 
cold,  which,  by  stopping  the  circulation,  might  at  once  defeat  the  whole 
object  of  the  operation.  As  soon,  however,  as  adhesion  had  taken 
place,  it  was  perceived  that  no  danger  from  this  source  was  to  be  ap|ire- 
hended  ;  and  althougli  during  the  winter  he  has  slept  in  a  room  in  which 
water  has  frequently  frozen,  and  has  been  since  repeatedly  exposed 
during  some  of  the  coldest  days,  he  finds  that  the  temperature  of  the 
organ  is  never  greatly  diminished. 

The  cicatrization  of  the  wound  in  the  forehead  was  greatly  retarded 
by  the  cold  weather,  and  less  than  half  the  time  would  have  been  re- 
quired, had  the  operation  been  performed  during  a  warmer  season  ;  when 
it  had  diminished  to  a  small  size,  and  cicatrization,  as  frequently  is  the 
case  in  the  filling  up  of  large  wounds,  seemed  to  have  been  arrested,  great 
benefit  was  found  from  the  use  of  an  ointment  composed  of  six  drops  of 
creosote  to  an  oz.  of  simple  ointment.     On   the   application   of  this  to 
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the  wound,  tlie  effects  were  at  once  apparent.  A  small  p(?lliclc  formed 
over  its  whole  surface,  whicli  was  shortly  leplaced  by  a  firm,  consistent 
cicatrix. 

In  one  or  two  cases  operated  upon  by  Dieffenbach,  much  swelling 
took  place  in  the  new  formed  nose  the  day  after  the  operation,  arising 
from  the  diniculty  of  the  blood,  which  had  entered  by  the  arteries,  being 
conducted  olf  by  the  veins.  In  one  case  the  nose  became  so  enormous- 
ly distended,  that  it  was  feared  the  adiiesions  would  be  entirely  destroy- 
ed, and  it  was  only  by  the  repeated  ap|)lication  of  leeches,  70  or  80  be- 
ing employed  in  the  course  of  48  liours,  that  this  danger  was  finally- 
avoided.  In  the  present  case,  I'rom  the  extension  given  to  the  incision 
on  the  left  side,  care  being  taken  that  traction  should  not  be  made  too 
forcibly  on  the  part,  so  as  to  compress  the  pedicle  at  its  base,  the  circu- 
lation v\as,  from  the  first,  unobstructed. 

In  the  account  of  the  foregoing  case,  it  has  been  attempted  to  bring 
forward  some  of  the  most  important  points  which  might  be  of  service  as  a 
guide  to  future  operators  ;  and  if  the  author  has  been  so  fortunate  as  to 
throw  any  new  light,  however  small,  on  the  operation,  he  will  feel  that 
he  has  rendered  a  service  to  science  and  to  hunnmily. 

Boston,  March,  1837.  J.  Mason  Warren. 


LARGE  DOSES  OF   CALOMEL. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Dear  Sir — The  author  of  "  Remarks  on  Itinerants,"  in  his  third  num- 
ber, speaking  of  mercury  and  its  preparations,  says  he  has  used  it  after 
all  other  reniedies  had  failed,  in  doses  of  a  teaspoonful  heaped  up,  once 
in  six  hours,  for  a  week,  as  a  vermifuge.  He  says  his  patient  was  a  lit- 
tle girl,  five  years  of  age.  Now,  Sir,  1  wish  to  inquire  whether  calomel 
was  the  preparation  he  used,  and  if  so,  was  the  article  genuine  ?  If  he 
gave  it  internally,  as  is  probable  from  the  reading,  what  effects  attended 
its  o])eration  besides  the  expulsion  of  one  himdred  and  twenty-five 
worms  ?  In  other  words,  did  it,  or  did  it  not,  produce  much  impression 
on  the  system  ? 

If,  Mr.  Editor,  you  do  not  deem  these  interrogatories  unimportant,  or 
in  other  respects  objectionable,  I  wish  them  to  be  proposed,  through  the 
Journal,  to  the  author  of  those  remarks.  N. 

Vermont,  Feb.  \-ith,  1837. 
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BOSTON,    MARCH,    8,     1837, 


STATE   LUNATIC    ASYLUM. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  the  report  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Leg- 
islative Committee  on  Charitable  Institutions,  which  is  a  document  high- 
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Jy  honorable  to  his  character  as  a  man  of  enlarged  feelings  and  true  be- 
nevolence. The  result  of  the  application  to  the  General  Court,  will 
hereafter  be  given.  It  seems  inipossible  that  the  claims  of  the  Insti- 
tution should  be  neglected  in  any  respect. 

"  The  State  Lunatic  Hospital  is  indeed  a  '  noble  charity,'  founded  by 
a  philanthropy  and  sympathy  which  are  the  oti-;pring  of  an  enlightened, 
liberal  and  benevolent  spirit  ;  '  to  minister  to  a  mind  diseased,'  to  restore 
the  aberration  of  intellect,  and  to  revive  the  faculties  of  the  soul,  these 
are  its  objects,  and  these  its  heavenly  offices.  In  the  progress  of  mental 
and  medical  science,  improved  plans  of  treatment  have  been  introduced 
into  the  lunatic  hospital,  followed  by  the  most  gratifying  success.  For 
chains  and  fetters,  freedom  is  now  allowed,  kindness  for  severity,  and  for 
the  cold,  damp  dungeon,  the  pleasant  light  of  day.  With  the  view  of 
obtaining  the  necessary  information,  to  enable  the  Committee  to  decide 
on  the  several  subjects  referred  to  them,  they  have  visited  the  State  Lu- 
natic Hospital  at  Worcester,  and  made  such  personal  examination  as 
the  opportunity  offered.  Of  the  general  state  of  things,  they  can  speak 
in  terms  of  the  highest  approbation.  The  systematic  order  and  regulari- 
ty which  prevailed  throughout  the  institution,  the  attention  to  cleanliness, 
the  devotion  of  the  attendants  to  the  duties  of  their  places,  all  indicate 
a  judicious  system  of  management  on  the  part  of  the  superintendent." 

"  From  the  report  of  the  trustees,  and  the  investigations  of  the  Com- 
mittee, there  are  several  sul)jects  which  they  deem  deserving  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Legislature.  First,  respecting  the  purchase  of  more  land, 
for  the  acconniiodation  and  benefit  of  tlie  hospital.  The  Committee 
agree  with  the  trustees,  that  it  is  indispensable  to  the  completion  of  the 
general  system  of  management,  which  has  been  so  successfully  pursued 
in  this  institution.  Exercise  of  some  kind  is  absolutely  necessary,  both 
for  the  restoration  and  continuance  of  health  ;  mechanical  occupation  is 
well  adapted  to  the  condition  of  some,  while  to  many  the  cultivation  of  a 
farm  would  be  decidf'dly  more  beneficial  ;  while  this  employment  invigo- 
rates the  [)hysical  powers,  its  moral  influence  is  peculiarly  favorable  to 
the  faculties  of  the  mind — interest  is  excited,  and  feelings  and  sentiments 
infused  and  cherished,  which  no  other  agency  can  produce.  Besides  the 
high  value  it  possesses  as  a  remedial  means,  its  importance  on  the  score 
of  economy  ought  not  to  be  disregarded. 

"The.  next  sui)ject  deservino;  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature,  is  the 
importance  of  religious  instruction,  and  public  services  on  the  sabbath. 
The  evidence  of  the  great  advantage  to  be  derived  from  this  source  is  of 
recent  date,  but  the  facts  are  of  the  most  satisfactory  character  ;  the  re- 
sults of  actual  experiment  exhibit  proof  conclusive  of  the  benign  influ- 
ence of  the  truths  of  divine  revelation,  in  arresting  the  wandering  mind, 
and  in  fixing  the  distracted  thoughts.  When  no  considerations  which  re- 
late exclusively  to  this  world,  can  make  an  impression  upon  a  mind  in- 
sane, the  presentation  of  right  views  of  the  world  to  come,  exhibiting 
higher  motives  for  action,  may  produce  a  deeper  and  more  lasting  cflcct. 
As  a  most  important  appendage  to  the  hospital,  and  affording  a  most  efli- 
cient  remedial  agency,  the  Committee  recommend  the  erection  of  a 
chaijel. 

"  The  sum  charged  for  supporting  a  patient  at  the  hospital  has  not  hith- 
erto exceeded  the  sum  of  ^,J,.50  per  week,  notwithstanding  the  lii;ih  price 
of  provisions  ;  in  some  few  cases  it  has  bc;cn  less,  whereas  the  actual  ex- 
pense has,  for  the  past  year,  been  more  than  !JpS,00  per  week. 
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"The  whole  number  of  patients  admitted  into  the  hospital  is  olO  ;  of 
this  number  about  one  half  have  been  supported  by  themselves,  or  their 
friends  ;  the  other  half  is  made  up  of  state  and  town  paupers.  That 
this  charity  of  the  State  may  be  enjoyed  by  all,  it  is  desirable  that  the  ex- 
penses for  support  should  not  be  increased,  but  that  indigent  persons,  not 
paupers,  should  have  the  benefit  at  even  a  less  charge  than  !^!2,50.  With 
this  object  in  view,  the  Committee  su<igest  the  propriety  of  paying  the 
salaries  of  the  oflicers  of  the  hospital  from  the  treasury  of  the  Conntion- 
wealth,  thus  avoiding  the  necessity  of  annually  voting  a  sum  (or  contin- 
gencies, to  supply  the  deficiency,  which  in  the  present  arrangement  must 
necessarily  be  done. 

"  The  Committee  would  respectfully  ask  the  attention  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, to  the  communication  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  this  interesting  institution  ;  also,  to  the  report  of  the  "commission- 
ers for  enlarging  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital,"  for  a  satisfactory  exposi- 
tion of  the  causes  and  circumstances  which  have  rendered  it  necessary 
that  an  additional  appropriation  be  made,  to  enable  them  to  cotnplete  the 
object  designed  by  their  commission." 

''  The  sum  of  v,  10,000  is  estimated  by  the  commissioners,  as  sufficient 
for  the  completion  of  the  building,  and  furnishing  it  ready  for  occupancy  ; 
and  from  its  present  state  of  forwardness,  it  is  confidently  expected  that 
it  will  be  prepared  for  the  reception  of  patients  by  the  time  Mxed  in  the 
original  contract,  the  loth  of  June,  1837. 

"  The  number  of  patients  which  can  then  be  well  accommodated  is 
from  2::>0  to  ;2.30,  and  in  the  successful  progress  of  improvement  fondly 
anticipated,  and  by  adopting  a  judicious  system  of  classification,  a  stiil 
greater  number  may  participate  in  the  enjoyment  of  its  privileges  and 
blessings.  Thus  the  bounty  of  the  government  will  be  extended,  and  be 
productive  of  an  amount  of  good  far  exceeding  all  pecuniary  considera- 
tions. H.   H.  Childs,  Chairman." 


MEDICAL    PREMIUM. 

The  New  York  State  Medical  Society,  at  a  recent  meeting,  passed  the 
resolution  that  one  hundred  dollars  be  offered  for  the  best  dissertation  on 
the  following  subject  : — 

"  Diseases  of  the  Spine,  their  causes,  symptoms,  and  best  mode  of 
treatment. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  the  committee  on  Prize  Ques- 
tions, for  the  ensuing  year. 

Drs.  John  B.  Beck,  James  R.  Manly,  Richard  Pcnncll,  John  C. 
Cheeseman,  Thomas  Downing. 

The  Dissertations  to  be  sent  to  the  committee  before  the  first  day  of 
January,  1838.  P.    Van  O'Lixda,  Secretary. 


Poisoning  with  Yew  Berries. — A  fatal  case  of  poisoning  with  the  berries 
or  seeds  of  the  yew  (Ta.xus  baccata),  is  related  in  the  London  Lancet. 
Of  five  children  who  had  been  seen  under  a  yew  tree,  the  youngest,  aged 
three  a  half  years,  was  soon  after  seized  with  vomiting,  throwing  up  some 
of  the  yew  berries.  Before  medical  assistance  could  arrive,  the  child  had 
been  convulsed  and  died.     The  other  children  were  slightly  affected,  and 
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recovered.  On  examining  the  dead  body,  several  purple  spots  were 
found  externally  on  tlie  breast,  abdomen,  arms,  legs  and  thighs  ;  the  pu- 
pils contracted  ;  the  intestines  vascular.  Within  the  stomach,  were  a 
very  large  quantity  of  mucus,  and  some  masticated  berries.  On  washing 
the  stomach,  several  extensive  red  patches  were  observed,  with  the  mu- 
cous membrane  coverinof  them  so  much  softened  as  to  be  detached  with 
the  slightest  friction.  The  lungs  of  a  very  florid  red  anteriorly,  but  dark 
posteriorly,  where  the  blood  had  gravitated.  The  veins  and  sinuses  of 
the  brain  and  its  meninges,  were  full  of  a  dark-colored  blood,  and  more 
vascular  than  natural,  it  has  been  thought  by  many  medical  men  that 
these  berries  were  harmless  ;  ar,d  perhaps  where  the  seeds  have  been 
eaten  unmasticated  they  have  proved  so. 


Health  of  JVtw  Haven,  Cl. — A  correspondent  writes — "  Our  town  has 
been  unusually  sickly  during  the  last  year.  The  number  of  deaths  was 
about  one  hundred  more  than  it  has  ever  been  before.  This  is  attributa- 
ble, in  part,  to  the  rapidly  increasing  population  of  the  town  ;  in  part,  to 
the  unusual  variety  of  diseases  which  have  succeeded  each  other,  par- 
ticularly among  children — influenza,  hooping  cough,  measles,  dysentery, 
mumps,  and  scarlet  fever,  having  been  uncommonly  prevalent  during  the 
year  ;  and  in  part  to  the  unusual  prevalence  of  quackery,  which  has 
caused  many  cases  of  disease  to  be  severe,  and  even  fatal,  which  to  all 
appearance  would  otherwise  have  been  mild.  This  was  particularly  the 
fact  in  regard  to  the  dysentery  of  last  fall,  which  was  in  most  cases  very 
mild,  unless  agijravated,  in  the  commencement  of  the  cases,  by  the  Hy- 
geian  or  Erandeth's   pills,  '  Dysentery  Cordial  '  or  some  other  nostrum." 


Employment  nccesscirij  for  Liincilics. — At  Saragossa  in  Spain,  there  is  an 
asylum  for  the  insane  of  all  countries.  The  patients  are  divided  early 
in  the  morning,  into  parties,  some  of  which  perform  the  menial  offices  of 
the  house  ;  others  repair  to  shops  belonging  to  their  respective  trades  ; 
the  majority  are  distributed,  under  the  superintendence  of  their  guards, 
through  a  large  inclosure,  v.here  they  are  occupied  in  the  works  belong- 
ing to  gardening  and  agriculture.  Uniform  experience  is  said  to  prove 
the  efficacy  of  these  labors  in  reinstating  reason  in  its  seat.  It  is  added, 
that  the  nobles  who  live  in  the  same  asylum,  but  in  a  state  of  idleness 
suitable  to  their  rank,  retain  their  lunacy  and  their  privilege  together  ; 
whilst  their  inferiors  are  restored  to  themselves  and  to  society.  This  fact 
is  sn  striking,  explains  so  thoroughly  the  moral  treatment  of  insanity, 
and  illustrates  so  clearly  what  ought  to  be  the  plan  adopted  in  all  systems 
of  education,  that  I  make  the  statement  without  comment — since  no  argu- 
ment can  adii  to  its  weight,  and  no  sophistry  detract  from  its  utility. 


Oil  of  Turpentine  in  Tetanus. — A  younji  lady,  aged  seventeen,  who 
lives  about  three  miles  from  Darlington,  wounded  her  hand  with  a  rusty 
nail,  in  a  very  slight  way,  so  as  not  to  draw  blood.  In  a  lew  days  her 
hand  and  arm  became  stiff,  and  very  |)ainful  on  motion,  as  well  as  the 
jaws  und  the  muscles  of  the  neck  and  throat.  She  was  chiefly  attended 
by  my  partner,  Dr.  IMacfarlan,  who  had  not  joined  me  when  a  iorniercase 
was  under  my  care  ;  but  as  soon  as  I  related  the  efl'ect  to  him,  he  lost  no 
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time  in  administering  the  tmpcntine,  and  after  a  hard  struggle  there  was 
every  reason  to  believe  that  it  was  made  the  n)eans  of  restoring  her  to 
heahli.  To  be  sure,  the  wound  was  laid  open  more  than  once,  and  many 
topical  applications  were  used,  such  as  poultices,  foinentations,  &c.,  but 
as  these  measures  were  never  before  known  to  be  successiul  in  traumatic 
tetanus,  we  may  iairly  give  to  this  medicine  the  credit  of  the  cure.  It 
would  give  me  much  pleasure  to  hear  that  some  of  the  hospital  surgeons 
had  made  a  trial  of  it. 

Alniut  twenty  drops  in    a  little  mint-water    would    be  a  proper  dose  for 
an  adult. — London  I^ancct. 


Cholera. — Recent  advices  fro'n  Europe  announce  the  appearance  of 
this  scourge  of  man  in  places  wiiere  it  was  thought  to  have  expended  its 
destructive  power  long  ago.  After  all  that  has  been  said  of  the  easy 
management  of  Asiatic  cholera,  it  is  very  certain  that  the  profession 
know  no  more  about  it,  in  reality,  than  when  the  development  of  this 
modern  pestilence  was  first  promulgated. 


Medical  Miscellany. — The  cost  of  supporting  the  State  Lunatic  Hos- 
pital one  year— from  Dec.  1,  1835,  to  Dec.  1,  1836— was  $23,272  61. — 
The  Thomsonians  have  become  so  numerous,  that  they  begin  to  be 
jealous  of  each  other. — Brandeth's  e.xpositor  died  in  embryo. — Scarlet 
fever  has  been  prevalent  at  Woonsocket  Fails,  R.  I. — Two  hundred 
dollars  were  paid  into  the  treasury  of  Williams  College,  the  past 
year,  for  the  president's  signature  to  medical  diplomas. — Dr.  Cobb,  of 
Cincinnati,  will  lecture  at  Brunswick  in  a  few  weeks. — The  patients 
seeking  relief  at  the  Boston  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary  are  numerous.  The 
operating  day  is  Monday,  between  the  hours  of  twelve  and  one. — Nothing 
could  be  more  absurd  than  the  idea  lately  advanced  that  carpets  are  pro- 
ductive of  pulmonary  diseases  :  more  people  sutler  for  the  want  of  them 
than  by  the  use  of  them. — Dr.  Woodward  thinks  that  but  a  few  are  so 
completely  insane  as  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  moral  instruciion — '■'■and 
perhaps  1  muij  add,  moral  responsibility.''' — Dr.  Buller,  of  Hamburg,  uses, 
it  is  said,  a  new  instrument  for  amputating  hmbs,  which  takes  olf  a  leg  in 
one  second — probably  he  employs  a  guillotine. — Dr.  Poyen  is  about  com- 
mencing another  course  of  lectures  at  Chauncy  Hall. — Dr.  Jackson,  who 
is  engaged  in  the  geological  survey  of  Maine,  will  soon  begin  his  lectures, 
it  is  said,  at  Augusta,  on  geology. — An  aged  lady  was  sufl'ocated  by  the 
fumes  o(  charcoal,  at  Gorham,  a  few  days  since. — The  number  of  mar- 
riages in  the  city  of  Havana,  in  1836,  were  400  ;  births,  4007,  and  deaths 
4778.—  Since  1804,  317,566  persons  have  been  vaccinated  in  the  Island  of 
Cuba. — There  were  thirty  deaths  last  week  in  New  York,  of  Scarlet  fe- 
ver.— The  last  number  of  the  Lynn  Mirror  contains  some  excellent  popu- 
lar remarks  on  the  steam  and  lobelia  system. — The  whole  number  of 
deaths  in  Lowell  the  last  year,  was  276.  Rate  of  mortality,  I  in  63. — 
The  influenza  was  destroying  a  great  number  of  lives  in  England  at  the 
latest  dates. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  .Alarch  4,  30.     M.iles,  11  — females,  )9. 

Consumption,  3 — hooping  cough,  1 — inflaniiiiKtion  on  the  brain,  ]  —  worms,  1  —  rlienmalic,  J  — 
drowned,  1—infiaiiunalion  lunis,  1— dropsy  on  the  brain,  1 — suicide,  1— croup,  3— ooavulsioiis,  I  — 
infantile,  5— lung  fever,  3 — intemperance,  1— stoppage  in  bowels,  1 — disea.se  oltlie  heart,  2 — cliulera 
infantum,  1— scarlet  fever,  1— old  age,  1— stillborn,  5. 
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COPLAND'S   DICTIONARY,   PART  III. 

A  DICTJ0SAR7  of  Practical  ..lediciiie  ;  ci)ui;irisin<;  General  Pai!ioliii;y— tlie  Nature  and  Treatment^of 
Diseases,  Morbid  Structures,  and  the  disorders  especially  incidental  to  climate,  to  the  sex,  and  to  the 
ditfereiitepoclis  of  life — with  numerous  pre.-;criptii,Mis  lur  tlie  medicines  recommended,  a  classification 
of  diseases,  according  to  pathological  principles,  a  copious  Bibliography,  with  references,  and  an 
Appendix  of  approved  Formula  ;  the  wliole  forming  a  library  of  I'athology  and  Practical  Medicine, 
and  a  digest  of  Medical  Literature.  By  James  Uoplaxd,  .M.i).,  Consulting  Physician  loO-ueen  Char- 
lotte's Lying-in  Hospital  ;  Senior  Physician  to  the  Royal  Infirmary  for  Diseases  of  Children;  Member 
of  the  iljyal  College  of  Pliysicians,  London  ;  .Member  of  tiie  'ledical  and  Chirnrgical  Societies  of  Lon- 
don and  Berlin,  &c.  This  day  published  by  \V.  D.  TICKN OR,  corner  of  Washington  and  School 
streets.  March  3 


A  BARGAIN. 

A  PHYSICIAN'    in   the  County  of  Kenneljeck  (Maine),  wishing  to  leave  the  Slate,  would  dispose 
of  his  situation  on  the  most  reasonable  terms.     It  is  an  eligible  stand  for  business,  and  offers  a  rare 
opportunity  for  any  young  gentleman  wishing  to  engage  in  the  practice  of  medicine.      For  furtlicr 
information,  inquire  at  this  office — if  by  letter,  post  paid. 
Feb.  1.  tf 

VERMONT   MEDICAL   COLLEGE,   AT   WOODSTOCK,   VT[\ 

CO.N'NECTED    AVITH    MIDl'LEBURY    COLLEGE. 

{Licorp  or  Cited  by  the  Legislature  of  Vermont,  October,  1835,  with  the  power  of  confer- 

riiio  degrees. 
The  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  at  this  Instituiiou'vviil  commence  on  the  second  Thursdnv  of  March 
next,  and  continue  thirteen  weeks. 

II.  H   Childo,  .M.D.        -        .        .        .        Tiieor-y  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Obstetrics. 

GiLMAN  Kimball,  il.D,     -        -        -        -    Pliysiology  and  Surgery. 

David  Palmer,  .M.D.      -        -        .        -        Clieuiistry  and  .uatCria  Medica. 

KoEERT  Watis,  Jr.  r.I.D.  -        .        _     Anato'iiy. 

iVioRMAX  Williams,  A.M.       -        -        -        Mfdical  Jurisprudence. 

D.  C.  Perrv,  M.D.     -----    Deuionslrations  in  ."Vnatomy. 

The  usual  number  (if  Lectures  will  be /ue,  daily — besides  the  Demonstrations  in  Anatomy,  and 
occasional  evening  exaniir.ations. 

Considerable  additions  are  now  making  to  the  Chemical  apparatus  ;  and  opportunities  will  be  fur- 
nished to  students  for  practical  a.nMomy ,  arrangements  for  that  purpose  having  been  made  last  year 
in  the  city  of  New  York. 

{jCT"  -^^  subject  for  dissection  loiH  be  received  from  any  person,  or  on  any  terms. 

Fees  for  the  course,  $4.5.  Graduation,  S'8.  For  those  who  have  attended  two  courses,  but  do  not 
graduate,  SiO.  All  the  above  expenses  to  be  paid  in  advance,  or  secured  by  note,  with  a  salisfactor 
endorser^to  i)avid*I'ieice,  Esq.,  treasurer  of  the  Institution.  Board  is  usually  furnished  at  ;i2  per 
week,  including  looiii,  wood,  lights,  and  washing. 

Students  are  requested  to  come  provided  willi  two  or  more  standard  works  on  each  of  the  above 
designated  branches  of  study. 

Degrees  will  be  conferred  at  the  close  of  the  lecture  term. 

Examinations  will  be  conducted  by  the  Medical  Faculty,  in  presence  of'a  delegation  from  the  Col- 
lege, and  a  committee  appointed  by  tlie  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  incorporalidn. — Requisites  to  nn  e.^aniination  are,  that  the  student  produce  satisfactory 
testimonials  of  moral  character,  and  of  his  having  studied  three  years  wilh  a  regular  practition- 
er ;  that  he  shall  have  attended  two  courses  of  public  Lectures,  one  of  which  must  have  been  at 
this  institution  ;  and  that  he  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  yi  years.  For  particulars  relating  to  pri- 
vate instruction,  students  are  referred  to  the  annual  catalogues  of  the  School. 

By  order  of  the  Trustees,  NORMAN  WILLI.X.MS,  Secretary. 

Note. — The  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  at  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institution  commences  the  last 
Thursdav  of  Aiigiist,  at  Pittsfipid,  Mass.,  and  continues  thirteen  weeks.— Fees  for  the  Course,  iSoO. 
Feb.  ]-!— tM9 


PROLAPSUS   UTERI   CURED    BY    EXTERNAL   APPLICATION. 

DR.  A.  G.  HULL'S  UTERO-ABDOMINAL  SUPPORTSR  is  oflered  to  those  alllieted  with  Prolapsvs 
C/ieW,  and  other  diseases  depending  upon  relaxation  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  as  an  instrument  in 
every  w.iy  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  restoration  to  health.  When  this  iiislriinient  is  care- 
fully and  properly  fitted  to  the  form  ofthepatient,  it  invariably  affords  the  most  immediate  immunity, 
from  the  distiMsing"  dragging  and  hearing  dov/n  "^sensations  wliich  accompany  nearly  all  visceral  dis- 
placements of  the  abdomen,  and  its  skilful  application  is  always  followed  by  an  eaily  confession  of 
radical  relief  from  the  patient  herself.  The  .'supporter  is  of  simple  constructioii,  and  can  be  afiplied  by 
the  patient  without  further  aid.  Within  the  last  two  years  700  of  the  Utero-Abdominal  Supporters 
have  been  applied  with  the  most  happy  results. 

The  very  great  success  which  this  instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its  examination 
by  the  Physiciau  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  pessary  hitherto  in  use.  It  isgratifving  to 
state,  that  it  has  met  the  di^ciiled  approbvtion  of  every  member  of  the  Aledlcal  Faculty  wlio  has  ap- 
plied it,  as  well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  it. 

The  Subscribers  having  been  appointed  asents  for  the  sale  of  the  above  instruments,  all  orders  ad- 
dressed to  them  will  he  promptly  attended  to.     Price,  SIO. 

Lowe  Sc  Rked,  Bostnn  ;  David  Kimball,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  ;  Joshua  DuRttin,  Portland,  ,Me., 
Joseph  Ualcii,  Jr.  Providence,  K.  1.  ;  Elisha  Edwards,  Springlield,  :\Iass.  ;  .\.  S.  Worden, 
Bridgeport,  Conn.  Oct.  .'>— (un 

TilR  BOSTON  MI^DICAL  A\D  .SITRf^lCAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  <;L  VPI',  JR.  at  Ml  U'ashinglon  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Sirerl,  to  whom  nil  rommnnitalions 
must  be  ad-ilressed,  pn^i-paid.  Il  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts.  r;irh  Part  rontaininc  llie  weekly 
nuinhers  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.— Prire  .«:^00  a 
year  in  advance.  «i:i..50  after  three  months,  and  ^4,00  If  not  paid  wiihiii  ilic  year.  — Aneiiis  allowed 
every  seventh  copy  ^ra^is.— Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accouipanied  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
satisfactory  reference. — Postage  tlie  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 
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NOTES  OF  A  WESTERN  TRAVELLER. 

[Dr.  Drake,  of  Cincinnati,  editor  of  the  Western  Medical  Journal,  has 
been  engaged,  during  the.  past  year,  in  a  personal  examinaiioii  ol  the 
vegetable  and  [nineral  productions  of  the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi. 
From  the  "  Travelling  Men)oranda "  in  his  Journal,  we  select  the 
following.] 

Nashville,  Tennessee,  Julij  2\st,  1836. — From  Hunts ville  to  this 
city,  by  way  of  Pulaski  and  Columbia — a  distance  of  114  miles — the 
road  traverses  the  upper  trunks  and  branches  of  Elk,  Duck  and  Harpeth 
rivers,  neither  of  which  is  of  great  volume.  Throutchout  the  whole  dis- 
tance it  passes  over  a  lime-stone  formation.  For  the  first  25  miles,  tins 
stone  is  the  same  with  that  about  Hunisville,  and  constituting  the  basis  of 
Monfe  t^ano  in  its  neighborhood.  It  is  in  thick  massive  strata,  of  an 
ash  color,  and  containing  but  few  organic  remains.  Abounding  in  rents 
and  caverns,  it  collects  the  rains  into  copious,  perennial  springs.  The 
traveller  observes  this  stone  to  graduate  into  a  uUiish  lime-stotie.  more 
opulent  in  petrifactions,  and  in  thinner  lamina — almost  exactly  resem- 
bling that  found  along  the  Ohio,  from  Maysville  to  Louisville.  The 
moment  he  has  fairly  gotten  upon  this  variety  of  the  great  western  cal- 
careous formation,  he  observes  a  change  in  the  kind  of  vegetation,  and 
finds  himself  in  the  midst  of  the  trees  and  herbaceous  plants  of  Ken- 
tucky, Ohio,  and  Indiana.  Such  is  the  invariable  relation  between  soils 
and  their  vegetable  productions.  He  remarks  still  (arlher,  that  the  nmn- 
ber  o(  copious  perennial  springs  has  diminished  ;  and,  I  should  have  add- 
ed above,  that  the  red  soil  with  its  fiagments  of  chert  or  petrosilex,  is 
replaced  by  a  yellowish  loam,  niuch  less  abundant  in  those  silicious  re- 
liquiae of  the  rocks  which  have  been  decomposed,  because  the  blue 
lime-stone  contains  fewer  embedded  flints  than  the  ash-colored.  Elk, 
Duck  and  Harpeth  rivers,  seem  like  those  of  Keniucky,  to  become  near- 
ly exhausted  of  water  in  the  sunmier,  to  have  a  sluggish  current,  an<l 
narrow  alluvial  bottoms.  The  whole  surface  of  the  country  through  to 
this  place,  is  indeed  rolling,  dry  and  cofn|)arati\ely  free  frcm  the  ordi- 
nary sources  of  malaria.  Still,  in  the  inunediate  neighboihood  of  the 
small  and  lagging  rivers,  exhalations  of  this  kind  arise.  In  passing  over 
this  region,  the  traveller  who  belongs  lo  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  is  stiuck 
will)  ihe  fact,  that  the  amount  of  loam  and  sol  on  the  suilace  of  tl'.e 
rocky  strata  is  much  less  than  in  Ken'.ucky,  and  far  less  than  in  Ohio, 
Indiana  and  Illinois.  What  causes  may  have  determined  a  more  rapid 
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disintegration  of  the  rocks  further  to  north,  and  a  consequent  deeper  bed 
of  earthy  matter,  is  not  perhaps  easily  known,  wlien  they  so  nearly  re- 
sernhle  eacli  other  in  conslifLition  and  constituents.  Tlnou:,diout  this 
part  of  Tennessee,  the  rocks  are  very  often  seen  projectinji  their  weather- 
beaten  edcjes  through  the  soil.  Their  constant  decay,  of  course,  keeps 
up  its  fertility,  but  still,  on  the  whole,  they  lie  too  near  the  surface. 

The  spot  on  which  this  city  is  built,  presents  the  maximum  of  this  de- 
ficiency.  Let  the  reader  imagine,  on  the  left  or  southern  bank  of  the 
Cumberland  river,  an  imdulating  plain,  terminatini^  abrui)tly  at  the  water's 
edge,  and  rising  from  100  to  150  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  stream, 
with  so  much  of  the  soil  removed,  that  even  shade  trees  cannot,  without 
blasting  the  rocks,  be  cultivated  in  the  streets,  and  be  will  iiave  a  prima 
facie  idea  of  the  site  of  JNashville.  Let  him,  then,  fancy  the  exposed 
strata  to  abound  in  organic  remains,  and  to  be  covered,  wherever  the 
trees  have  not  been  cut  down,  with  red  cedar  ( Juniperus  Virgi)iiana), 
and  his  conception  of  this  piclurescjue  spot,  as  far  as  its  natural  features 
are  concerned,  will  be  nearly  complete.  To  perfect  it,  however,  he 
must  ascend  the  beautiful,  regular,  oval  eminence,  denominated  from  the 
standing  grove.  Cedar  Hill,  and  take  the  panoramic  view  which  can 
there  be  had,  when  he  will  at  once  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  Nash- 
ville is  not  only  picturesque  and  beautiful  in  its  natural  scenery,  but,  not- 
withstanding the  ])resence  of  a  winding  river,  enjoys  all  the  geological 
eleinents  of  a   healthy  situation. 

Just  below  tiie  city,  there  is,  it  is  true,  a  ravine  opening  into  the  bed 
of  the  river,  which  in  high  floods  is  filled  with  water  to  a  great  depth. 
But  its  shortness  and  narrowness  render  it  comparatively  innocent  as  to 
the  production  of  malaria.  In  the  bottom  of  this  ravine,  quite  adjoining 
the  city,  is  a  sulphur  well,  sligl)tly  impregnated  with  salt.  It  is  an  ex- 
cellent water  for  invalids,  and,  what  1  regard  as  remarkable,  is  much  fre- 
quented by  the  people  of  the  ciiy.  High,  however,  as  they  esteem  its 
waters,  the  hand  of  taste  has  thrown  about  it  scarcely  any  of  those  de- 
corations of  which  it  is  susceptible,  and  which  would  so  greatly  contri- 
bute to  the  attraction  of  strangers.  The  reason  assigned  for  this  neglect, 
is  the  repeated  inundations  to  which  the  spot  is  liable  ;  but  these  do  not 
occur  during  the  watering  season,  and  it  would  not  be  difficult,  by  a 
moderate  expenditure,  in  fences  that  could  not  float  away,  and  in  the 
cultivation  of  trees  and  shrubs  and  grass  that  would  bear  subn";ersion, 
to  increase  the  natural  beauties  of  the  spot,  till,  with  due  arrangements 
in  the  city  for  the  accommodation  of  those  who  are  wont  to  visit  water- 
insi  places,  great  numbers  could  be  annually  drawn  hither. 

Luyiatic  Asylum. — The  State  of  Tennessee  has  erected  a  hospital  for 
insane  persons,  in  this  city.  Patients  have  not  been  introduced  into  it 
yet.  Its  situation  is  retired,  and  at  the  same  time  sufficiently  conspicu- 
ous. The  benevolent  mind  cannot  but  long  for  the  lime,  when  every 
State  in  the  West  and  South  will  follow  the  noble  example  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  construct  at  least  one  capacious  and  commodious  edifice  for 
the  insane.  On  this  subject,  physicians  might  exert  a  great  influence, 
and  they  owe  it  to  themselves  and  the  dignity  of  the  profession,  not  less 
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than  to  the  interests  of  luiinanity,  to  put  forth  the  power  which  now  lies 
dormant  in  thenj. 

Fhijsicians. — Tiie  profession  in  Nashville,  notwithstanding  the  recent 
death  of  the  estimable  Dr.  Roane,  is  respectable.  Drs.  Robertson,  Mc 
Nairy  and  Overton  are  among  the  old  and  eminent  physicians  of  Ten- 
nessee ;  but  the  majority  of  the  physicians  of  the  city  are  younif  men. 
They  are  not  organized  into  a  society  for  mnlual  improvement  ;  but  they 
constitute  the  nucleus  (and  this  is  almost  the  entire  crystal),  of  the  State 
Medical  Society,  which  holds,  or  ought  to  hold,  its  annual  meetings  in 
this  city.  The  society  makes  a  yearly  publication  of  its  proceedings,  in 
connection  with  a  professional  address  from  one  of  its  members;  but 
notwithstanding  a  considerable  array  of  naaies,  as  officers  and  cotiimittee 
men,  its  meetings  on  the -whole,  like  those  of  other  Western  State  So- 
cieties, are  but  thinly  attended.  The  annual  discourse  of  last  spring, 
was  by  Dr.  Buchanan  of  Columbia,  on  the  Medical  Topography  and 
Diseases  of  Middle  Tennessee,  and  appears  on  a  slight  inspection  to 
abound  in  new  observations.  Much  credit  ought  to  be  awarded  to  the 
few  physicians  who  labor  to  inaintain  the  organization  of  this  Slate  So- 
ciety, and  render  it  useful  in  the  elevation  of  the  profession. 

Vniversitij  of  Nashville. — Here  we  find  Dr.  Troost,  an  ardent,  afi'a- 
ble,  unassuming  old  gentleman — old  in  years  and  science,  but  young  and 
simple  in  his  feelings  and  manners.  1  have  just  returned  from  one  of 
his  geological  lectures — its  topic  the  lime-stones  of  Tennessee.  His  ac- 
quaintance with  the  subject  was  manifestly  most  intitnate  and  profound  ; 
but  the  taste  of  his  class  appeared  to  be  different  from  his  own  ;  and  I 
sliould  not  judge  that  it  will  ever  turn  out  a  successor  to  supply  his 
place.  The  collections  of  Dr.  Troost,  especially  in  organic  remains,  are 
very  great  ;  but  the  arrangement  of  them  is  far  better  in  his  own  philo- 
sophical mind,  than  in  the  various  apartments  into  which  they  have  been 
accumidaled.  Like  most  other  enthusiasts  in  science,  Dr.  Troost  is  less 
intent  on  the  pursuit  of  gain  than  glory.  At  his  own  expense,  he  makes 
many  costly  publications,  illustrative  of  the  fossil  zoology  of  the  State 
which  has  adopted  him  ;  and  thus,  by  an  expenditure  from  his  very 
moderate  salary,  contrives  to  build  up  a  scientific  reputation  in  his  native 
Europe.  Happy,  indeed,  would  it  be  for  the  country,  if  his  example 
could  awaken  a  general  emulation  among  its  physicians,  professors  and 
men  of  fortune. 

The  Trustees,  by  the  advice  of  the  learned  and  very  talented  Presi- 
dent Lindsley,  have  taken  a  sort  of  lead  in  the  West,  in  establishing  a 
professorship  of  Anatomy  and  Phi/siology,  as  branches  of  study  for  un- 
der graduates.  Dr.  Jennings,  one  (  f  the  most  able  and  enterprisin<;  phy- 
sicians of  the  city,  has  been  called  to  this  chair,  and  seems  bent  on 
throwing  around  it  the  interest  with  which  it  is  certainly  susceptible  of 
being  clothed.  It  is  easy  to  perceive,  that  in  all  this  there  is  an  ulterior 
object.  Other  professorships  of  medicine  will  in  due  time  be  added,  and 
the  University  of  Nashville,  at  no  distant  day,  present  to  the  profession 
a  Medical  Department.  And  why  should  it  not  ?  In  Italy,  almost  ev- 
ery little  principality  has  its  medical  school  ;  and,  along  our  own  sea- 
board, from  Long  Island  Sound  to  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  a  distance  less 
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by  one  third  lliaii  the  lenjth  of  Tennessee,  there  are  six  schools,  and 
another  seriously  projected  in  Phlladel|)hia.  This  State  requires  as  many 
physicians  as  coidd  be  well  educated  in  one  institution  ;  and  Nashville  is 
favorably  situated  for  such  an  establishment.  Moreover,  the  adjoining 
parts  of  Virginia,  the  Carolinas,  Georgia,  and  Alabama,  would  contribute 
to  the  supply  of  pupils.     1  say  let  the  project  ^o  n/iect/. 


BRONCHOTOMY. 

[Communicated  for  tlie  Roston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

On  the  evening  of  Dec.  18th,  I  was  called  to  visit  a  little  son  of  B.  F. 
Beldon,  Esq.  of  Burke,  Vt.  aged  three  years.  The  messenger  said  the 
boy  had  swallowed  a  nail. 

On  my  arrival,  the  following  history  of  the  case  was  given  by  the  pa- 
rents. The  evening  of  December  10th,  wdiile  Mr.  B.  was  engaged  at 
bis  desk  in  arranging  son)e  papers,  little  William,  with  a  young  sister,  were 
amusing  themselves  wMth  a  couple  of  small  brass  weights,  1-2  and  1-4 
ounce.  The  (luher  directed  the  weights  to  be  replaced  in  the  drawer,  as 
he  was  about  to  leave  the  room,  but  did  not  observe  whether  it  w"as  done 
or  not.  When  nearly  out  of  the  room,  with  a  candle  in  his  hand,  the  lit- 
tle boy  proposed  to  go  back  and  fetch  in  his  arms  a  younger  child.  He 
passed  about  half  across  the  room,  then  stopping,  his  father  passed  him, 
took  the  child  in  his  arms,  and  was  about  to  pass  out,  when  Miss  B.  in 
alarm,  exclaimed,  William  is  choking  to  death.  Mr.  Beldon  instantly 
raised  the  little  fellow  in  his  arms,  who  appeared  nearly  suffocated,  slap- 
ped him  with  force  between  the  shoulders,  then  turning  him  heels  up- 
ward, applied  his  hand  with  forcible  strokes  to  liis  bottom.  These  ef- 
forts gave  no  relief  His  mother,  supposing  him  to  be  choking  with  the 
brass  weight,  instantly  thrust  her  finger  into  bis  mouth,  intending  to  ex- 
tricate it;  in  this  she  did  not  succeed,  but  soon  the  boy  breathed  freely, 
and  said,  1  have  not  swallowed  the  brass,  but  have  swallowed  the  nail. 
An  eight-penny  cut  nail,  broken  off  near  the  point,  and  judged  to  be 
from  one  inch  and  a  fourth  to  one  and  a  half  in  length,  was  well  known 
by  the  family  to  have  been  lying  near  where  the  child  was,  and  had  been 
seen  in  his  hand  but  a  few  minutes  previous  to  the  alarm. 

The  symptoms,  from  the  time  of  the  accident,  had  been  frequent  irri- 
tative cough  ;  sometimes,  though  seldom,  approaching  to  sutibcation. 
He  continuefl  to  run  about  the  house  and  out  at  the  door  for  two  or  three 
days;  bis  cough  and  difliculty  of  breathing  becoming  now  more  urgent, 
it  was  concluded  he  had  taken  cold.  His  appetite  failed  him  from  the 
day  of  the  accident,  and  though  he  could  now,  and  at  all  times,  swallow 
either  fluids  or  solids,  without  the  least  difficulty,  his  principal  diet  was 
milk.     Once,  and  once  only,  he  bad  puked. 

ISow,  full  nine  days  since  the  accident,  he  is  cheerful,  though  unable 
or  unwillinii  to  walk  ;  pulse  one  hundred  in  a  minute,  breathing  a  little 
hurried,  tongue  clean,  has  frequent  paroxysms  of  coughing,  which  last 
from  a  few  secouds  to  one  or  two  minutes.     Breathing  or  disposition  to 
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cough  not  quickly  effected  by  posture,  yet  he  chooses  to  have  his  head 
elevated  and  to  recline  only  on  the  rigiit  side.  Sleep  is  frequently  in- 
terrupted by  coughing.  Occasional  cathartics,  expectorants  and  ano- 
dynes, had  been  prescribed  by  Dr.  Brown,  the  attendini,'  physician. 
Though  very  intelligent  for  his  years,  he  complains  of  no  pain,  and 
when  "definitely  incjuired  of,  he  acknowledges  no  pain  or  disagreeable 
sensation  at  any  point  you  refer  hiui  to.  Placing  tJie  hand  over  the  re- 
gion of  the  right  lung,  either  anterior  or  posterior,  it  gives  a  sensation 
like  crepitus;  to  the  ear  it  coujuiunicates  a  peculiar  iiissing  and  rattling 
sound,  neither  of  which  can  be  heard  or  felt  over  the  left  lung.  These 
sensations  were  communicated  both  sleeping  and  waking,  yet  more  dis- 
tinctly when  coughing. 

The  great  question  to  decide  was,  whether  the  nail  had  passed  into 
the  trachea  or  oesophagus.  On  the  decision  of  this,  rested  the  hopes  of 
the  parents.  My  views  on  this  point  corresponded  with  those  of  Drs. 
Brown,  IVewell  and  Spaulding,  all  concurring  in  the  opinion,  and  each 
formed  separately,  that  the  nail  had  passed  into  the  trachea,  and  was 
fixed  below  the  bifurcation  in  the  right  bronchia.  1  gave  it  as  my  opin- 
ion that  the  case,  without  an  operation,  was  hopeless ;  and  that,  so  doubt- 
ful of  success,  and  so  little  prospect  of  relief  offered  by  bronchoto- 
my, that  I  should  not  then  advise  them  to  submit  the  child  to  an  opera- 
tion, but  that  they  should,  as  the  symptoms  were  not  urgent,  take  twen- 
ty-four hours  to  make  up  their  minds  and  consult  their  friends. 

December  21,  I  was  again  called  to  Mr.  B.'s,  where  I  met  Drs.  Brown, 
Spaulding,  Alexander  and  Densmore.  The  little  boy's  strength  fails; 
he  has  become  restless,  and  much  more  irritable  than  when  1  saw  him 
before,  not  willing  to  have  his  pulse  taken  or  to  submit  to  any  examina- 
tion. All  the  physicians  agreeing  in  opinion,  the  parents  decided  to 
have  the  child  submitted  to  the  operation. 

Being  provided  with  a  pair  of  long  and  very  small  forceps,  made  ex- 
pressly for  the  purpose,  of  soft  iron  that  could  be  bent  to  any  desired 
curve,  silver  wire  in  loops,  and  all  the  variety  of  instruments  which  it 
was  thought  possible  might  be  needed,  we  proceeded  to  the  operation. 
On  a  table  of  convenient  height,  suitably  covered,  we  placed  the  boy, 
his  head  being  bent  over  a  fold  of  cloth,  and  projecting  beyond  the  table. 
From  the  bloated  state  of  the  neck,  the  smallness  of  the  trachea,  and 
the  enlarged  veins,  the  direction  of  some  being  such  that  they  could 
neither  be  avoided  or  pushed  to  one  side,  some  two  or  three  ounces  of 
blood  was  lost,  and  one  ligature  had  to  be  applied.  A  long  time  was 
occupied  in  making  the  dissection  and  opening  the  trachea,  of  which 
three  or  four  rings  were  divided  down  as  low  as  possible. 

Should  1  say  we  were  near  one  hour  from  the  time  of  placing  our  pa- 
tient on  the  table,  until  1  cut  through  the  trachea,  I  should  not  be  far  from 
the  truth.  Let  those  who  think  it  a  very  easy  matter,  and  (juickly  to  be 
done,  once  have  the  trial  on  the  little  living  subject,  who  has  been 
breathing  with  difficulty,  and  coughing  nearly  to  suffocation  for  ten  or 
twelve  days,  and  after  such  a  trial  they  may  speak  with  more  certainty. 

Not  expecting  the  nail  would  be  forcibly  ejected,  as  may  be  the  case 
•with  light  substances,  a   blunt  probe  was  introduced  down  into  the  right 
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bronchia,  and  the  nail  distinctly  felt  at  the  depth  of  ahout  four  and  a 
half  or  five  inches  below  the  lop  of  the  sternuni.  I  now  tried  the  for- 
ceps, hut  before  I  could  fix  on  tlie  nail,  the  spasmodic  action  was  so  se- 
vere as  to  threaten  immediate  sutTocation,  and  1  was  compelled  to  desist 
and  withdraw  liie  forceps.  Again  and  again  1  tried  the  long  forceps, 
other  forceps,  the  wire  loop,  kc,  but  tried  in  vain.  Drs.  Alexander 
and  Spaulding  ably  seconded  my  efforts,  and  more  than  once  and  again 
tried  with  various  forceps  and  instruments,  and  with  the  like  result. 

iXear  two  hours  had  now  passed  since  the  little  boy  was  placed  on  the 
table,  having  been  raised  up  frequently  to  take  his  drinks.  During  the 
whole  process  he  made  no  resistance,  and  never  cried,  though  often 
threatening  to  tell  pa  if  we  would  not  let  him  alone. 

Our  patient  now  appeared  much  exhausted,  and  we  desisted  from  any 
further  attempts  to  remove  the  nail,  for  one  hour,  during  which  time  he 
rested  quietly  and  slept  some.  We  again  made  repealed  trials  to  re- 
move the  nail,  but  without  effecting  our  purpose,  and  were  compelled, 
most  reluctantly,  to  say  we  could  not  remove  it ;  painful  and  humiliating 
as  was  this  avowal,  make  it  we  must. 

When  the  opening  was  made  into  the  trachea,  considerable  viscid  mu- 
cus was  thrown  out  through  the  wound  ;  and  the  night  following,  I  tarried 
with  him  and  found  his  breathing  much  freer  than  before  ;  he  coughed 
less,  and  rested  better  than  usual.  The  dressings  applied  were  simply 
strips  of  adhesive  plaister. 

I  now  leave  the  history  of  this  case,  December  24th,  expecting  to 
learn,  in  the  course  of  a  ^ew  days,  of  his  death,  and  the  dissection, 
vpliich  will  show  the  exact  situation  of  the  nail. 

Sequel  to  Bronchotomy. 

Under  date  of  Feb.  6th,  I  received  from  Esquire  Beldon  the  history 
of  his  son's  case  from  the  time  of  the  operation  down  to  dote. 

He  says,  "  The  air  ceased  to  escape  through  the  incision  in  thirty 
hours,  and  his  breathing  continued  belter  than  before  the  operation. 
About  the  20th  of  January  be  had  the  appearance  of  having  taken  cold  ; 
his  cough  became  more  troublesome,  with  much  phlegm.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  January  23d,  about  six  o'clock,  his  cough  was  still  more  severe, 
giving  a  different  sound  from  that  of  any  time  previous;  it  was  harsher, 
sharper,  and  resembled  the  barking  of  a  fox.  I  hastened  to  light  a 
candle,  but  before  1  could  do  this  and  return  to  the  bed,  William  says, 
*Pa,  I  have  coughed  the  nail  up.'  I  stepped  to  the  bed  with  fny  light, 
and  in  a  streak  of  ])hlegm  and  blood  lay  the  nail,  directly  before  his 
mouth,  on  the  pillow,  the  head  from  hini.  I  viewed  it  attentively  before 
touching,  to  see  if  I  could  discover  any  matter  (pus),  hut  saw  none." 

Since  the  above  date  of  February,  I  have  seen  hoih  father  and  son  ; 
the  boy  appears  well  and  hearty,  his  cough  has  entirely  subsided,  unless 
he  is  much  irritated,  when  he  coughs  a  little.  Contrary  to  what  was  tho 
fact  before,  he  now,  since  raising  the  nail,  lays  on  either  side,  or  on  his 
back,  with  equal  case,  and    his  head  low  ;  whereas,  before,  he  could  lay 
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only  on  Iiis  right   side,   liis   liead    '.'ery   liigl),    or  occasionally  for -a  short 
time  he  would  lay  directly  on  his  face. 

The  accompanying  drawirii^s  will  give  you  the  exact  size  and  length  of 
the  nail,  with  two  or  three  different  aspects  to  show  its  crook  and  broken 
end.      Its  measure  is  good  1  incii  and  7-3  ;  its  weight,  55  arains. 


That  there  is  not  a  similar  case,  as  it  regards  form,  weight,  &tc.,  of  a 
child  so  young  having  received  such  a  substance  into  his  lungs,  and 
thrown  it  up  by,  coughing,  I  will  not  venture  to  assert  ;  but  if  such  a  case 
has  occurred,  it  has  escaped  my  notice,  if  reported. 

A  few  practical  inferences  may  perhaps  be  drawn  from  the  foregoing 
case,  and  its,  thus  fir,  result. 

Various  instruments  may,  again  and  again,  and  repeatedly,  for  the 
space  of  one  whole  hour,  be  introduced  through  an  artificial  opening  in 
the  trachea,  into  the  lungs,  or  rather  into  the  bronchial  tube,  without, 
taking  life. 

It  shows  that  a  substance  of  inost  unproniising  form,  and  great  weight 
(in  reference  to  its  bulk),  may  be  thrown  up  by  coughing. 

It  further  confirms  the  safety,  and  expediency  (because  of  its  safety), 
of  the  operation,  when  light  substances  are  received  into  the  trachea, 
which  being  easily  moved  by  air,  would  more  Id^ely  produce  immediate 
suffocation  if  remaining,  and  are  almost  certain  to  be  renioved  directly, 
when  the  operation  is  performed.  Calvin  Jewett,  M.D. 

St.  Johnsbury,  Vt.  Feb.  \3th,  1837. 


CASE   OF   UTERINE   HYDATIDS. 

ET  CHARLKS  HOOKER,  M.D.,  OF  NIW  HAVEN,  CONNECTICUT. 

fCommunicated  for  the  Boston  .Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

JMrs.  C,  aged  26,  was  confined  with  her  first  child  about  two  years 
before  the  time  of  her  death.  From  that  time  her  health  was  never 
^ood.  She  had  fiequent  serous  and  mucous,  and  sometimes  coloied  dis- 
charges from  the  va<i,ina,  and  her  men'^truaiion  never  became  natural. 
About  six  months  befure  death,  she  had  symptoms  of  pregnancy — en- 
largement of  abdomen,  fastidious  appetite,  nausea,  vomiting,  enlarged 
mammae,  secretion  of  milk,  &c.  Examination  per  vaginam  detected 
enlargement  of  the  uterus;  but  the  stethoscopic  signs  of  pregnancy  be- 
ing absent,  I  dissented  from  the  full  conviction  of  the  patient  and  lur 
friends  in  regard  to  her  being  pregnant.  Three  months  before  death  she 
was  attacked  with  flooding,  and  after  severe  labor  pains  a  mass  of  hyda- 
tids, weighing  6  or  7  pounds,  was  discharged.     A  lochial  discharge  con- 
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timierl  about  a  week,  as  after  parturition.  Vomiting,  diarrhoea,  and  gen- 
eral derangement  of  health,  succeeded,  with  great  pain  and  some  full- 
ness in  the  prlvic  region.  About  a  week  before  death  she  had  a  sensa- 
tion ''  as  lliough  something  had  toin  off,"  in  the  left  iliac  region  ;  and 
from  t'lis  time  she  rapidly  declined,  witli  the  ordinary  symptoms  of  peri- 
toneal inflanmiation. 

Post-obit  examination  discovered  the  ovarium  adherent  to  the  mesen- 
tery, and  in  that  region  an  abscess  had  burst  into  the  peritoneal  cavity — 
probably  occasioning  the  above-mentioned  sensation.  Around  this,  to  a 
considerable  extent,  there  was  much  peritoneal  inflammation,  with  a  de- 
position of  pus,  serum,  and  concrete  lymph.  Tlie  uterus  was  enlarged, 
and  its  cavity  was  lined  with  a  thick,  firmly  adherent  membrane  of  a 
dark  livid  color,  and  attached  to  this  membrane,  about  the  fundus,  was  a 
mass  of  fungous  vegetations  projecting  into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus. 
There  were  several  small  similar  fungous  protuberances  on  the  external 
surface  of  the  uterus,  beneath  its  peritoneal  coat. 


GLASS   EMBEDDED   IN  THE  FOOT. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston   Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

I  WAS  called  in,  as  I  was  passing  the  house  of  one  of  my  townsmen,  to 
examine  the  foot  of  his  son,  which  had  been  lame  and  sore  for  about  two 
or  three  months,  and  had  been  discharging  matter  from  an  opening  on 
the  instep,  nearly  over  the  centre  of  the  arch,  for  several  weeks.  On 
exaniinatif)n,  I  found  someihina;  ap|)roaching  the  surface  of  the  0|)ening, 
which  was  hard,  and  somewhat  loose,  resembling  a  spicula  of  bone,  which 
I  supposed  it  to  be.  I  seized  the  offending  body  with  a  pair  of  common  for- 
ceps, and  after  consideraltle  of  a  struggle,  succeeded  in  extracting  g  piece 
of  window-glass  of  a  triangular  form,  1  inch  in  length,  and  3-8  of  an 
inch  in  breadth,  with  the  base  downwards  ;  the  glass  was  covered  with 
adhesive  matter,  which  gave  it  rather  a  white  appearance.  I  then  in- 
quired of  the  child,  and  his  parents,  to  know  whether  he  had  previously 
been  injured  in  that  foot  with  glass,  and  also  to  get  their  opinion  respect- 
ing the  supposed  cause  of  the  present  lameness.  They  all  told  me  that 
sou»e  two  or  three  months  before,  he  had  a  horse  step  on  his  foot,  which 
gave  him  some  considerable  pain  at  the  time,  but  did  not  break  the  skin 
at  all,  and  immediately  the  trouble  commenced  ;  and  they  also  stated 
that  about  two  years  beff)re,  while  playing,  he  stepped  on  to  something 
which  made  quite  an  incision  in  the  bottom  of  the  foot,  from  which  they 
extracted  at  the  time  a  piece  or  several  pieces  of  window-glass.  It  will 
be  understood  that  from  the  time,  or  about  the  time,  of  the  extraction  of 
the  first  piece  of  glass,  till  the  present,  or  till  the  horse  stepped  on  the 
foot,  which  was  two  years  at  least,  the  fool  was  perfectly  well. 

Qiieri/. — Was  this  glass  introduced  two  years  before,  and  the  passage 
through  the  foot  (occasioned  by  the  pressure  in  walkinij;)  so  gradual  as 
not  to  distmb  the  boy  ?  or  was  the  glass  introduced  from  above  ?  and  if 
the  latter,  bow  cause  the  broad  end  down  ?  H.   A.  Smith. 

JVcu)  Haven,  Ft.  Feb.  21,  1837. 
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REMARKS  ON  ITINERANTS. 

[Commiiiiicaied  for  the  Biistmi  Medical  aiul  Siiruical  Journal.] 
NO.      VI.  —  ITINERANTS    TRUMPET    THEIR    OWN     FAME. 

Merit  vauntetli  not  itself.  In  the  precedint;  number,  of  vvliicli  this  is  a 
continuation,  it  was  taken  (or  granted  that  this  is  a  correct  principle.  A 
person  who  has  n)erils,  is  not  often  brought  to  such  straits  as  lo  be  under 
the  necessity  of  vaunting  himself,  or  boasting  of  his  abilities.  Merit  is 
calm  and  sedate — holds  its  peace — lets  its  acts  proclaim  its  capabilities. 
When  not  called  upon  to  act,  there  is  a  seeming  diffidence  connected 
with  it.  It  is  more  inclined  to  keep  back,  than  to  protrude  itself  forwar  d. 
This,  though  it  may  o|)eraie  to  its  disadvantage  at  fiist,  has  a  contrary 
effect  in  the  end,  and  establishes  its  reputation  upon  a  sure  foundation. 
In  Pope's  translation  of  Homer's  Iliad,  it  is  said  of  the  wise  Ulysses, 

"  But  when  Uly.ssfs  rose,  in  ihonglit  prufunnd. 

His  itiddest  eyes  lie  fi.xed  upon  the  jiround  ; 

As  one  unskilled  or  duinh,  he  seemed  lo  sl;ind, 

Nor  raised  his  head,  nor  slretr-hed  his  sceptred  hand  ; 

But  when  he  speaks,  what  elocution  flows  ! 

Soft  as  the  fleeces  of  descending  snows, 

The  copious  accents  fall  with  easy  art  ; 

Meliin";  ihey  fall,  and  sink-  into  the  lieart! 

Wondering  we  hear,  and  fixed  in  deep  surprise, 

Our  ears  lefute  the  censure  of  our  eyes." 

Very  different  from  this  is  quackery.  This  is  loud  and  boisterous — 
swelled  with  vanity  and  [)uffed  with  conceit.  This  abounds  with  high- 
swelling  words,  and  sets  itself  before  everything.  Quackery  proclaims 
its  own  virtues  and  trumpets  its  own  fame.  All  that  has  ever  been  dis- 
covered in  medicine,  from  its  dawn  as  a  science,  sinks  into  nonentity  by 
the  side  of  it.  Learning  is  nothing,  experience  is  nothing,  wisdom  is 
nothing.  Colleges  should  be  erased,  libraries  destroyed,  and  men  of 
science  banished.  Hippocrates,  who  collected  the  scattered  nialerials, 
and  arranged  what  was  before  in  a  state  of  chaos,  in  regard  to  medicine, 
should  be  made  no  account  of.  Celsus  and  Galen,  who  made  great  re- 
searches, and  still  further  systematized  the  science,  should  be  looked  up- 
on as  children  who  pile  up  cobs  merely  for  their  own  sport.  Boerhaave 
and  Cullen,  and  Darwin  and  Good,  who  have  formed  such  beautiful 
structures  upon  the  art  of  medicine,  and  so  simplified  it  as  a  science 
that  it  can  be  looked  at,  at  a  glance,  have  only  acted  the  part  of  idlers 
who  had  nothing  else  to  do.  "  What  do  we  care,"  says  quackery, 
"  about  what  was  learned  two  thousand,  five  hundied,  or  one  hundred 
years  ago?  Diseases,  and  men,  and  the  productions  of  the  earth,  were 
different  then  from  what  they  are  now.  What  care  we  for  system  ? 
What  does  it  all  amount  to  ?  Let  every  man  see  for  himself,  and  every 
man  be  his  own  schoolmaster.  Nature  yields  the  materials  which  are  to 
be  made  use  of  as  medicine,  and  nature  makes  physicians.  It  would 
be  showing  disrespect  to  the  Deity  to  suppose  that  he  would  send  dis- 
eases without  sending  remedies  to  heal  them,  or  that  he  would  send  reme- 
dies without  ready-made  doctors  to  use  them.  Our  opinion  is,  that 
there  are  vegetables  enough   in   the  world,  without  resorting  to  mineral 
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and  mefallic  substances,  to  cure  all  the  diseases  there  are  in  it ;  further- 
more do  we  opine,  that  every  region  of  the  globe,  climate,  district, 
yields  the  remedies  which  are  to  be  made  use  of  in  that  region,  climate, 
district,  and  that  remedies  brought  from  any  other  region  than  that 
where  the  diseases  in  which  they  are  to  be  used  hapjien,  do  more  hurt 
than  good  ;  still  further  do  we  opine,  that  we  are  the  only  real  doctors, 
that  we  are  the  ready-made  ones,  that  we  can  cure  all  sorts  of  diseases, 
and  finally  that  we  shall  root  out  all  the  doctors  that  found  their  skill  up- 
on learning  and  experience.  This  is  our  philosophy,  and  it  is  woith  all 
the  fine-spun  philosophy  that  could  lie  between  here  and  IMount  Homo- 
juncto." 

O  ho  !  1  am  all  in  the  wrons;.  IMy  introductory  sentence,  my  motto, 
are  wrong,  and  all  the  inferences  drawn  from  them  are  wrong.  If  fur- 
ther proof  is  wanting  to  make  it  appear  so,  here  it  comes.  I  will  intro- 
duce you  to  Dr. what   is  his   nanie  ?     1  have  forgotten,  but  it  is  no 

matter.  He  has  a  scroll  in  his  hand,  and  he  is  about  to  trumpet  his  own 
fame.  Let  us  hear.  "  Cured  in  five  years  : — scrophula,  one  thousand 
cases  ;  white  swellings,  seven  hundred  and  fifty-nine  ;  sciatica,  one  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  fifty-eisht  ;  curvature  of  the  spine,  dislocation  of 
several  of  the  lumbar  vertebrae,  and  broken  neck,  each  two  hundred  and 
twenty-one  ;  incurable  diseases  of  every  kind,  and  natural  deformities, 
five  hundred." 

There  is  a  physician  for  you — none  of  your  tardy-grown,  science-de- 
corated M.D.'s — but  a  natural  doctor,  just  as  he  was  born  into  the  world. 
i\'ly  first  position  was  a  bad  one.  It  is  blown  to  atoms.  I  must  choose 
a  new  motto.  What  shall  it  be?  Leave  out  the  not,  and  it  will  read 
thus — "  Merit  vaunteth  itself"  This  will  do.  I  shall  not  need  to  go 
over  my  work  a^ain.  We  will  say,  then,  that  merit  vaunteth  itself. 
My  title  is,  that  itinerants  trumpet  their  own  fame,  and  we  will  close 
by  saying  that  they  are  the  only  real  doctors.  F. 

A  reply  to  the  queries  of  "  N,"  respecting  large  doses  of  calomel, 
shall  be  iziven  next  week. 


STATISTICS  OF   THE   FIlENCIl   HOSPITALS. 

[Translated  from  Journal  Hebdomadaire  des  Prosres  des  Srinnces  Medicales,  for  tlie  Boston  Medical 

and  Surgical  Journal.] 

According  to  recent  researches  there  are  in  France  1349  hospitals  and 
asylums.  The  changes  of  patients  during  the  year  1833  in  these  estab- 
lishments liave  been  as  follows: — 

Patients  on  treatment  1st  Jan.  1833  -  .  -  ,  l5A,'2o3 
Do.  admitted  during  the  year, 425,049 


Total         -         -         -        -  579,302 

Of  this  number  have  left 381,169 

««            "             died 45,303 

Remaining  on  treatment  Jan.  1,  1834        -          -  152,830 
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The  revenue  of  tlie  hospitals  for  the  year,  total         -  $10,244,41^2 

Expenses  of  do.  do.         -         .         -  -  9,768,419 

Hospitals  of  Paris. 

Tliere  are  in  Paris,  twelve  hospitals,  as  follows: — 
Hotel  Dicu.     To  this  iiospital  are  admitted  all  hut  children,  the  insane. 

the    incurable,  lying-in    women,   and   venereal  and   chronic    diseases. 

Beds,  IGOO 

La  Pilie.     Same  diseases  as  the  above,                                         '■  600 

La  Charite.     Same  diseases  as  above,                                          "  300 

St.  Antoine.     Same  as  above,                                                       "  250 

Cochin.     Same  as  above,                                                                "  200 
Necker.     Same  as  above,  and  a  special  service  for  treatment  of 

stone  by  liihotrity,                                                                           "  140 

Beaiijon.     Same  as  Hotel  Dieu,                                                       "  ISO 

Des  Enfans.     For  children  from  2  to  15  years,                             "  550 
St.  Louis.     For  diseases  of  the  skin,  ulcers,  scrofula,  &ic.     Daily 

gratuitous  consultations  ;   medicinal,  steam  and  sulphur  baths, 

&.C.                                                                                                "  700 

Des  Veneriens.     For  venereal  diseases,                                          "  650 
Maison  Royah  de   Santt.     Designed   for  the  sick  or  wounded, 

who  pay  from  3  to  6  francs  per  day,accordingtotheir  attentions,  "  175 

Maternite.     For  lying-in  women,                                                     "  350 

There  are  in  Paris alsoten  hospices,  or  asylums,  as  follows: — 
Des  Enfans  Trouves.     For   reception,  nursing,  and  putting  out 

of  foundlings,                                                                                "  25S 

Salpetriere.     For  aged  women,                                                        "  5100 

Bicetre.     For  aged  men,                                                                   "  5200 

Incurables.     For  women  and  children,  525  ;  men,  455,              "  980 
Laroche  faucauJ.       Indigent   of  both   sexes,  aged   and   infirm 

pen'^ioners,  200 
Des    Orphelins.      Half  for  boys,  half  for  girls  ;  foundlingsof 

both  sexes  supported  till  they  come  of  a2;e,                                 "  750 
Institution  of  St.  Perrine.     For  aged  or  infirm  i)ersons  of  either 

sex,  who  pay  a  certain  sum  fixed  on  their  admission,                  "  175 
Des  Menages.     For   indigent  married   persons   from  60  to  70 

years  of  a^fe,  and  widowers  and  widows  of  60                           "  607 

Saint  Michel.     For  septuagenarians,                                              "  12 


18,440 
Independent  of  the  hospitals,  Paris  contains  a  great  number  of  other 
charitable  institutions.  G. 

Lowell,  Feb.  1837. 
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THE   SMALLPOX   IN  THE    HOSPITAL  OF   VIENNA. 

A  LATE  German  Journal  contains  the  returns  of  the  smallpox  patients 
in  the  Flospitiil  at  Vienna  during  the  year  1835,  from  which  the  follow- 
ing interesting  statistics  are  ol)iained. 

The  numlier  of  patients  affected  with  smallpox  in  the  hospital  during 
January  was  52,  during  Fel)ruary  64,  during  JMarch  68,  during  April  85, 
during  May  102,  during  June  107,  during  July  84,  during  August  111, 
during  September  11.3,  during  October  200,  during  Noveinher  237,  and 
during  Decernher  276.  The  entire  nimiber  throughout  the  year  was 
1002  ;  and  of  this  number,  there  were  469  cases  of  genuine  variola,  and 
533  of  varicella. 

Of  the  469  patients,  160  had  not  been  vaccinated  ;  in  109  the  vaccina- 
tion, or  at  least  its  success,  was  doubtf«il  ;  and  in  the  remaining  200,  the 
traces  of  the  operation  on  the  arm  were  obvious  and  well  marked.  Of 
the  160  patients  who  had  never  been  vaccinated,  82 — rather  more  than 
one  half — died  ;  of  the  109  dnubtfully  vaccinated  patients,  40  died  ; 
whereas  of  the  other  200  cases,  in  which  vaccination  had  unquestionably 
been  performed,  there  were  not  more  than  25  fatal  cases.  In  si.x  of  these 
25  cases,  the  fatal  issue  seemed  to  be  owing  to  the  putrid  character  of 
(he  accompanying  fever  ;  in  nine  the  disease  attacked  puerperal  women, 
and  appeared  to  be  associated  with  child-bed  fever  ;  and  in  the  remain- 
ing ten  cases,  the  patients  appeared  to  sink  under  the  violence  of  the 
eruptive  fever.  In  all  the  other  cases,  the  disease  ran  its  course  quickly 
and  very  mildly  ;  many  of  the  patients  remained  almost  quite  free  from 
fever.  The  desiccation  was  sometimes  completed  in  two  or  three  days  ; 
and  when  the  crusts  fell  off,  the  skin  was  merely  red  and  tender,  but  no 
scars  were  left  behind.  In  estimating  the  mortality  of  the  disease  in  the 
200  vaccinated  patients,  we  are  to  remember  that  in  nine  it  was  compli- 
cated with  a  puerperal  affection.  In  the  533  cases  of  varicella,  there 
were  three  deaths  ;   and  these  occurred  in  puerperal  women. 

In  conclusion,  the  reporter  insists  urgently  on  the  great  efficacy  of 
vaccination  in  mitigating  the  severity  of  smallpox,  and  in  checking  its 
dissemination.  No  one  can  hesitate  for  a  moment  in  admitting  the 
truth  of  this  statement,  who  has  had  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  any  of 
the  epidemics  of  variola,  which  have  of  late  years  prevailed  on  the  Con- 
tinent. The  remark  invariably  made  has  been,  that  the  disease  has  been 
comparatively  mild  and  innocuous  to  those  patients  who  have  been  un- 
questir)nably  vaccinated  at  some  former  period  of  their  lives  ;  but  severe 
and  very  fatal  to  those  who  have  never  undergone  the  operation.  It  is 
worthy  of  remark  that,  during  the  year  1835  in  the  Vienna  Hospital, 
none  of  the  medical  attendants  (they  were  all  too  wise  to  have  neglected 
vaccination),  exhibited  any  of  the  symptoms  of  the  epidemic. 


EDITORIAL   COURTESY. 
It  has  become  quite  a  common  affair  to  notice,  in  our  exchange  Journals, 
important  papers  which  were  first  published  in   this  Journal,  without  the 
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least  acknowledgment  of  the  source  from  which  the  articles  were  de- 
rived— thus  leaving  tlie  reader  to  suppose  they  were  original  contribu- 
tions, kindly  furnished  them  by  the  authors.  Dr.  John  C.  Warren's 
valuable  communicaUo"  on  aneurism,  which  occupied  parts  ctf  two  of  our 
late  numbers,  has  reappeared  in  another  periodical,  barricadoed,  to  be 
sure,  with  a  few  lank  inverted  commas — but  as  for  giving  credit  to  the 
Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  as  the  usages  of  the  corps  edito- 
rial require,  no  reference  is  made  to  it.  Should  any  one  transcribe  Dr. 
J.  M.  VVarren's  valuable  and  interesting  account  of  his  successful  opera- 
tion for  a  new  nose,  we  enjoin  upon  them  to  remember  the  name  of  the 
periodical  from  which  it  is  taken. 


JVeio  York  Medical  Schools.  — A  correspondent  in  the  State  of  l^ew 
York  corrects  a  late  reference  in  the  Journal  to  the  number  of  medical 
schools  in  that  State.  He  writes  : — "  In  your  remarks  prefacing  ex- 
tracts from  Dr.  Hamilton's  address,  you  say,  '  a  beginning  has  been  made 
at  Auburn,  N.  Y.  which  may  eventually  become  a  third  .>^chool  of  medi- 
cine in  that  great  State.'  There  is  one  school  at  New  Yoik  city,  one  at 
Fairfield,  and  one  at  Geneva,  N.  Y.  Professor  John  G.  Morgan,  of 
the  Geneva  Medical  College,  has  for  years  past,  until  the  year  1835,  de- 
livered an  annual  course  oC  lectures  on  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  with  dis- 
sections and  demonstrations  upon  the  recent  subject.  Dr.  Hamilton, 
while  a  student,  was  his  demonstrator.  These  facts  may  correct  some 
erroneous  impressions." 


Dictionary  of  Practical  Medichib. — Heartily  tired  as  we  have  been  of 
even  menticming  the  name  of  Dr.  Copland's  Dictionary,  which  has  met 
with  a  series  of  mortifying  disasters,  in  its  republication  in  the  United 
States,  it  is  with  no  ordinary  satisfaction  that  we  can  now  assure  the  niedi- 
cal  public  that  Part  111.  is  actually  printed,  and  by  our  old  friend  Tick- 
nor,  at  the  corner  of  School  and  Washington  streets,  Boston.  How  all 
this  happens,  having  long  since  supposed  it  defunct  at  the  city  of  Wash- 
ingtoi\,  is  quite  a  mystery  :  however,  the  fact  of  being  controlled  by  Mr. 
Ticknor,  is  a  warranty  that  something  like  energy  will  characterize  the 
future  progress  of  this  important  work. 


JVett)  Medical  Facidty . — An  act  authorizing  the  establishment  of  a  medi- 
cal faculty  in  the  University  of  New  York,  has  passed  the  Legislature, 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  selection  of  professors  will  be  made  with  re- 
ference only  to  their  professional  qualifications,  and  that  the  rivalry  of  the 
iiew  college  will  excite  the  old  institution  in  Barclay  street,  to  some  little 
exertion.  Oijr  medical  college  has  long  enough  been  a  disgrace  to  ihe 
profession  and  to  the  city— says  the  New  York   Sunday  Morning  News, 

The  following  are  the  provisions  of  the  new  law  : — 

"  1.  The  piovisions  of  the  twenty-first  section  of  title  seven,  chapter 
fourteen,  and  first  part  of  the  revised  statutes,  shall  not  he  deemed  to  ap- 
ply to  the  diplomas  conferring  the  degree  of  doctor  of  medicine,  granted 
by  the  Council  of  the  University  of  the  city  of  New  York,  upon  the  re- 
commendation of  the  medical  faculty  of  the  said  University,  established 
therein  ;  but  no  persoa  shall  receive  any  such  diplomas  unless  he  shall 
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have  pursued  the  study  of  medical  sttience  for  at  least  three  years  after 
the  age  of  sixteen,  with  some  physician  and  surgeon  duly  authorized  hy 
law  to  [)ractise  his  jirofession,  and  shall  alno  after  that  age,  have  attended 
two  complete  courses  of  all  the  lectures  delivered  in  some  incorporated 
medical  college,  the  last  of  which  course  shall  liave  heen  delivered  hy  the 
medical  faculty  of  the  University  of  the  city  of  ^e\v  York..  And  all 
the  [irovisions  of  said  title  seven,  which  require  an  attendance  upon  the 
lectures  delivered  at  an  incorporated  medical  college,  siiall  be  deemed  to 
apply  to  and  include  the  lectures  delivered  hy  the  medical  faculty  of  the 
University  of  the  city  of  New  York  ;  and  the  diplomas  granted  pursuant 
to  this  act,  shall  have  the  same  force  and  etiect  as  licenses  to  [tractise 
physic  and  surgery,  as  are  given  hy  law  to  the  licenses  granted  by  any 
incorporated  medical  society  in  this  Slate. 

"2.  The  Agent  of  the  State  Prison  at  Sing  Sing  shall  deliver  at  the 
prison  to  the  medical  faculty  of  the  University  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
such  dead  bodies  of  convicts  as  are  by  law  aulhr)rized  to  be  dissected, 
not  exceeding  one  half  of  the  nutnberof  such  bodies. 

"  3.  Such  parts  of  acts  heretofore  passed  relative  to  such  dead  bodies 
of  convicts  at  Sing  Sing,  as  are  repugnant  to  this  act,  are  hereby 
repealed. 

"  4.  The  medical  faculty  of  the  University  of  the  city  of  ^ew  York 
are  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  a  delegate  to  represent  them  in  the 
State  Medical  Society,  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges  which  delegates 
from  the  respective  medical  colleges  and  faculties  of  this  Slate  possess. 

"5.  The  Legislature  may  at  any  time  modify,  ;:iier,  or  repeal  this 
act." 


JVttv  York  Difspensarij. — The  great  value  of  this  institution  in  a  city 
where  there  are  so  many  poor  persons  unable  to  pay  for  regular  medical 
attendance  is  al)undantly  set  forth  in  the  report  of  the  institution,  which 
has  lately  been  |)ublished.  From  this  report  it  appears  that  within  the 
past  year  10,931  cases  have  been  prescribed  for  at  the  dispensary,  and 
2361  at  the  houses  of  the  patients.  There  have  been  vaccinated  at  the 
dispensary  1008  persons,  and  750  at  their  own  houses.  Making  a  total  of 
15,550  cases  to  which  medical  assistance  has  been  extended  in  a  single 
year. 

The  great  economy  of  this  truly  benevolent  institution  is  seen  in  the 
fact  that  the  whole  expenditures  of  the  institution  during  the  year  amount- 
ed to  only  $2,472  84  ;  being  less  than  sixteen  cents  on  an  average  for 
each  case  of  relief  administered. 


London  University  Medical  Deo-rces. — The  establishment  of  the  London 
University,  where  medical  and  other  degrees  will  be  conferred  on  young 
men  of  merit,  (tf  every  religion,  whether  within  or  out  of  the  walls  of  the 
old  estal)lishments,  produces  much  satisfaction  in  Scotland,  where  tho 
lil)eral  system  of  education  has  always  given  her  such  advantages  over 
England.  In  Scotland,  for  example,  where  her  attachment  to  her  religion 
is  so  unshaken,  a  medical  degree  would  he  conferred  as  readily  upon  a 
son  of  Hammohun  Roy,  if  he  were  comjietent,  as  upon  a  descendant  of 
John  Knox.  That  country  will  now  have  to  struggle  the  harder  in  the 
laudable  competition  with  England,  for  the  literary  superiority  which  has 
hitherto  been  conceded  to  her  by  universal  consent. 
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Manldlian  Museum. — The  Sussex  Royal  Society  and  Mnnfelllan  Mu- 
seum, lately  held  their  anniversary  at  Brif2;hton.  This  society  lakes  its 
last  name  from  Dr.IMantell,  of  that  part  of  England,  who  has  made  such 
remarkable  diocoveries  in  fossil  remains  in  chalk.  Among  the  company 
were  Admiral  Coddiricrton  and  Horace  Smith,  Esq.,  as  vice  presidents, 
which  lust  recited  some  witty  verses  as  a  tribute  to  Dr.  3Iantell, 


Jtvsenialed  Hijdrogcn. — Mr.  Joseph  Edwards  Bullocke,  a  young  chem- 
ist of  Penzance,  Scotland,  while  ex[)erimenting  with  arsenialed  hydrogen, 
inhaled  some  of  this  poisonous  gas,  which  caused  a  series  of  nervous  and 
pulmonic  symptoms,  that  ultimately  ended  in  his  death.  , 


Cons^enital  Occlusion  of  the  Vaghm. — M.  Amussat  has  communicated 
to  the  French  Institute  a  case  of  this  distressing  malformation,  in  a  girl 
15  years  of  age,  in  which  the  urethra,  bladder  and  rectum  were  glued 
toorether,  and  in  which  the  vaginal  passage  was  re-established  by  gradu- 
ally tearing  asunder  the  unnatural  union  with  blunt  instruments  and  the 
fingers.  The  operation  by  the  knife  in  such  cases,  has  generally  resulted 
in  perforation  of  the  bladder  and  the  speedy  death  of  the  patient.  In  this 
case  distension  was  gradually  employed  for  eight  or  ten  days  before  the 
canal  was  opened  and  the  retained  catamenia  discharged.  The  constitu- 
tion suffered  much  from  the  operation,  but  complete  recovery  took  place. 
Tt  was  thought,  however,  the  patient  would  never  he  in  a  marriageable 
condition,  on  account  of  the  danger  from  the  smallncss  of  the  fistulous 
opening. 


Chilblains. Dr.    Deblois,   an    European    physician,    praises    in    high 

terms  a  lotion  composed  of  one  part  of  liquid  chloride  of  lime  and  five  of 
water  as  a  very  effectual  remedy  against  chilblains,  whether  ulcerated  or 
not.     The  affected  part  is  to  be  kept  constantly  wetted  with  the  lotion. 


The  Influenza. — This  epidemic  continues  to  prevail  extensively  in  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  and  in  some  places  was  attended  with  a  good  deal  of 
mortality.  It  was  also  prevalent  in  France,  and  most  of  all  in  Prussia. 
Several  members  of  the  French  Ministry,  and  of  the  Chambers,  were  seri- 
ously afflicted  with  it.  In  Berlin,  no  less  than  70  or  80,000  persons  were 
"  down  "  with  it. 

To  Correspondents. — The  communications  of  Drs.  Fuller  and  Dewy  are 
on  file. 

DiEP, — In  Campbell  Co.  Va.,  Dr.  John  B.  Rulledge,  formerly  of  Maryland. — 
In  Ohio,  Dr.  Descom  Chapin,  formerly  of  Massachusetts. — In  London,  Dr.  Thorn- 
ton, a  distinguished  botanist. — At  St.  Andrews,  Scotland,  Dr.  John  Hunter,  one 
of  the  most  learned  men  of  modern  times. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  Ihe  week  enriinp  Marcli  11,30.     Males,  12— fetn.Tles,  18. 

Consumption,  6 — scarlet  fever,  1 — sudden,  1 — infantile,  5— inflammation  of  the  bowels,  I  — scrofu- 
la, 1— debility,  1 — intemperance,  1— croup,  2— old  age,  1 — lung  fever,  2— inflammation  of  (lie  brain, 
] — cancer,  1 — daliriuin  tremens,  1 — teetUing,  1 — apoplexy,  1. 
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MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

THE  Subscribers  have  associated  l\>r  Hie  purpose  ol  |^iviM|»  iji<uiirlion  to  Mediral  Students.  Oppor- 
tunities will  be  atTorded  fnrtlie  oliservalKiii  ol'  diseases  and  llieii  trealineiit  in  one  of  tlie  Dispensa- 
ry Districts  and  at  llie  Honse  of  Industry  ;  and  clinical  instruction  will  he  {iiviMi  on  the  cases. 
VVeekly  L.eclnres  and  lleciiaiioiis  will  he  given  on  llie  various  branches  ol'  Aledical  Science,  and 
ample  opii,)rtnnities  a(r.>rdeil  tor  ilie  cultivation  ol"  I'ractical  Anatomy.  Cipecial  attention  will  be  piid 
to  the  exploration  of  diseases  oftlie  Heart  and  l.nn^s. 
Applications  may  be  made  to  either  ot  the  Subscribers, 

MARSHALL  S.  PERRY,  M.D. 

AUGUtSTUSA.  GOULD,  M.D. 
Nov.  30.  HEiNKY  I.  BOVVDITCH.  M.D. 

HENRY  G.  WILEV,  M.D. 

MEDICAL  TUITION. 

The  subscribers  have  recently  made  s.nne  addiiignal  arrangements  for  the  instruction  of  medical 
students.  A  suitable  room  is  provided,  as  heretofore,  for  the  use  of  tlie  pupils  ;  the  necessary  liooks 
are  supplied;  and  a  systematic  course  of  study  is  recoinmended.  Personal  instruction  is  given  to 
each  p  ipil  in  gHch  of  the  several  departments  of  medical  knowledge.  Every  facility  is  provided  for 
the  caltlvalion  of  practical  anaiomy,  which  the  present  improved  state  of  the  law  permits.  'J'his 
deiiarnneiit  will  receive  the  constant  attention  of  one  of  the  subscribers,  who  will  always  give  such 
aid  and  Instruction  as  the  pupils  may  need. 

The  pupils  have  fiee  ad.nissiou  to  the  lecliiies  on  Anatomy,  and  on  Surgery,  in  the  Medical  School 
of  Harvard  University,  and  to  all  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital;  and  generally 
thev  have  opportunity  to  attend  private  surgical  operations. 
Tlie  terms  are,  $10J  per  annum  ;  to  be  paid  in  advance. 

JOHN  C.  WARREN, 
GEORGE  HAYWARD, 
Boston,  Ociober,  18.35.  June  15— eoptf  ENOCH  HALE, 

J.  M.  WARREN. 

COPLANDS   DICTIONARY,   PART   III. 

A  DicTioVARV  of  Practical  dedicine  ;  comprising  General  Patholosry — the  Nature  and  Treatment  of 
Diseases,  Morbid  Structures,  and  the  disorders  especially  iiicidenlal  to  climate,  to  llie  sex.  and  to  the 
dilfirent  epochs  of  life —  .vith  iiiiiiieroiis  prescriptions  lor  the  medicines  recommended,  a  classification 
of  diseases,  according  to  palhological  principles,  a  copious  Bihliography,  will)  references,  and  an 
Appendix  of  afiproved  Formulffl  ;  the  whole  forming  a  library  of  Pathology  and  Practical  Medicine, 
and  a  digest  of  .Medical  Literature.  By  Jamks  Coplano,  M.D.,  Consulting  Physician  to  (iueen  Char- 
lotte's Lying-in  Hospital  ;  Senior  Physician  tn  the  Royal  Inhnnaiy  for  Diseases  of  Children  ;  Member 
of  the  R  lyal  College  of  Physicians,  London  ;  Member  ol  the  dedical  and  Chirurgical  Societies  of  Lon- 
don and  Berlin,  &.c.  This  day  published  by  W.  D.  TICKNUR,  corner  of  Wasliington  and  Scliool- 
streels.  March  8 

A   BARGAIN. 

A  PHYSICIAN    in   the   County  of  Kennebeck  (Maine),  wishing  to  leave  the  State,  would  dispose 
of  his  situation  on  the  most  reasonable  teiiiis.     It  is  an  eligible  stand  for  business,  and  ofTers  a  rare 
opportunity  for  any  yoiiiiii genilemau  wishing  to  engage  in  the  practice  of  medicine.      For   further 
inform  ilion,  inquire  at  this  office— if  by  letter,  post  paid. 
Feb.  1.  tf 

TO   MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

The  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  instruriing  in  all  the  branches  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery.  A  suitable  room  will  he  provirleil,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  medical 
library,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  distriits  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  Eye 
and  Ear  Intiriiriry,  and  of  all  ending  a  course  ot  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye. 

A  reL'ul  ir  course  of  recitations  and  examinations  will  include  all  the  required  professional  works. 
An  itti  nical  instruction  and  private  dissection  will  Inrm  a  prominent  part  in  the  sindy  of  the  pupils. 
For  further  information,  apply  to  either  of  the  subscribers.  JOHN  JEFFRIES,  M.D. 

R.  W.   HOOPER,  M.D. 
Franklin  Street,  J^ov.  9,  183G.  N16— tf  JOHN  H.   DIX,  .M.D. 

VACCINE     VIRUS. 

Phtsiciws  in  anv  pari  of  the  United  States  may  hereafter  he  furnished  with  pure  vaccine  vims,  by 
ai  Iressins  the  editor  of  ihe  Boston  Medical  and  Surnicnl  Journal— iHc/o.o'no' <;»«  rfoZ/nr.  Letters  must 
be  post-paid,  or  thev  will  not  be  taken  from  the  Post  Ollice.  The  vims  will  invariably  be  sent  by  the 
first  mail,  unless  some  other  mode  of  conveyance  is  directed.  Ten  chaiged  quills,  an  ample  quan- 
tity for  meeting  any  sudden  emergeucv,  and  certainly  sntTicient  'o  propagale  a  supply  from,  «  ill  be 
sec'irely  picked  in'a  letter.  The  L'ent'leman  who  has  undertaken  tn  keep  the  virus,  will  faiihfnlly 
supply  tint  which  is  pisjiively  genuine  and  recently  taken.  It  will  also  be  furnished  on  application 
at  the  .Medical  Journal  office. 

THE  BOSTON  MEDIC  M,  AND  SURGICAL  JOTIRNATi  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
n.  CI>\P",  ri  at  ISl  >Vishin2ton  Street,  mrner  of  Friinklin  Street,  to  whom  all  ccminiunicnlioiis 
nrulb"  tI  lres<ed,  noi'-naiil.  It  is  als,.  published  in  Monllily  Paris,  each  Part  cnnlaininf  the  weekly 
nu  n'>ersof  the  precedin-t  month,  stitched  in  a  cover  J-  V.  ('.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor. -Pri.-e  S::>,nO  n 
ve-ir  in  advance.  «!:t.->(1  after  thiee  monlhs,  and  SI.IHlif  not  paid  within  the  year.— Apenls  allowed 
everv  sev':nth  copy  (./rani.— Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  iu  advance,  or 
■atisfactury  reference — Postage  the  eanie  a«  for  a  newspaper. 
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OPIUM. 

[Continued  from  page  58.] 

Most  opiiim-enters  dislike  wine  and  brandy  ;  but  this  is  not  always  the 
case,  for  the  Baron  De  Tott  tells  iis,  that  his  language-master,  who  was 
of  Persian  e.xiraction,  a  great  enthusiast  in  poetry,  used  to  get  drunk 
indilfeiently  with  opium  or  with  brandy.  The  exhilaration  attendant 
ujion  tlie  first  is,  however,  of  a  very  different  character,  and  this  is  most 
striking  in  the  state  of  the  mind  :  all  is  order,  harmony,  vigor,  and  tran- 
quillity ;  there  is  no  shadow  of  that  brutality  which  most  decidedly  be- 
longs, more  or  less,  to  vinous  intoxication.  The  stage  that  follows  it  is 
very  different.  The  recoveiy  from  wine,  loo,  characterizes  the  distinc- 
tion ;  there  n)ay  be  nausea,  sickness  of  the  stomach,  a  fearful  headache, 
and  general  feverishness  upon  the  succeeding  day  ;  but  these  vanish,  and 
all  is  well.  No  greater  misery,  however,  can  be  felt  than  that  which  the 
opium-eater  experiences  when  his  accustomed  stimulus  fails  him,  or  the 
dreadful  re-action  occurs,  which  is  as  striking  to  the  observer  as  it  is  pain- 
ful to  himself;  the  mind  is.  much  enfeebled,  the  eyes  lack  lustre,  the 
sensations  are  all  disordered,  tlie  appetite  is  lost,  the  limbs  seem  incapa- 
ble of  supporting  the  body's  load,  existence  is  loathsome,  no  substitute 
can  he  found  for  the  potent  juice,  for  to  the  greater  number  of  the  lovers 
of  opium,  wine  and  brandy  are  diso;ustin2, ;  they  nauseate  instead  ol  dif- 
fusing a  genial  glow.  The  accustouied  dram  is  the  only  relief  to  be 
found  from  this  sad  slate,  and  the  deluded  victim  flies  to  his  debauch 
whenever  the  o|)portunity  presents  itself,  although  self-condemnation 
and  the  ridicule  of  his  friends  await  him,  and  alihough  idiotcy  and  fle- 
formity  stare  him  in  the  face.  We  have  had  so  many  vivid  pictures 
drawn  by  the  Baron  Ue  Tott,  by  Mr.  Maflden,  and  by  recent  travellers, 
that  we  are  almost  as  well  acquainted  with  the  habits,  the  appearance, 
and  the  follies  of  the  opium-eaters  of  Constantinople,  as  if  we  had  visit- 
ed the  scene  of  their  singular  debauch. 

There  is  a  particular  part  of  (^/onsiantinople,  called  Theriaky  Tchar- 
chiffy,  or  Opium  Bazaar,  to  which,  at  a  particular  hour  in  the  evening, 
the  lovers  of  the  drug  are  habituated  to  find  their  way,  for  the  [)inpose 
of  indulging  in  this  exhilaration.  The  first  feeling  that  is  excited  in  the 
minds  of  the  spectators  is  one  of  compassion  for  the  pale,  the  haggard, 
and  the  melancholy  countenances  which  strike  the  eye,  and  which  are 
rendered  more  impressive  upon  the  European  by  the  habitual  gravity  of 
the  Turk ;  but  this  pity  is  soon  exchanged  for  far  different  sensaliojis, 
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for  deformities  the  most  whimsical  are  the  consequence  of  the  Ionf,'-con- 
tiniied  habit.     Soine  of  these  unforiunate  creatures  liave  wrv  necks,  for 
the  muscles  become  rii^id  ;   the  liead  is  seen  coniorled  to  one  side  or  ihe 
other,  or  one  shoulder  is  considerably  hi^jher  than  its  fellow,  or  the  iiead 
appears  almost  buried  between  their  shoulders  ;  then  their  gesticulations 
are  so  whimsical  as  to  excite  mirth  and  merriment  in  those  most  inclined 
to  pity  them.     Every  fibre  in  the  body  trembles-;  still  they  cannot  aban- 
don the  custom  ;  they  are  miserable  till  the  moment  arrives  when  they 
are  to  indulge.     Close   to   the   wall,  near  the    IMosque,  the  experienced 
opium  mercliant  has  placed  a   number  of  sofas,  shaded  by  trees.      Here 
the  theriake,  or  opium   eater,  reclines,  and   receives  the  pills  containing 
his  accustomeiJ  dose,  together  with  a  glass  of   water;  he  awaits  the  mo- 
rD-snls   of  extacy,  which  usually  commence   about  three   quarters  of  an 
hour  after  he  has  swallowed  it.      He  then  becomes  an  altered  being  ;  his 
features  are  Hushed,  his  eyes  acquiie  an  unnatural  brilliancy,  the  expres- 
sion of  the  countenance   is   horribly  wild  ;   he  exhibits  his  delight  in   a 
thousand  flifferent  ways;  he  gesticulates,  he   talks;  some  of  tlieui  com- 
pose excellent  verses,  and  address  the  bystanders  in  eloquent  language  ; 
at  last  they  return  to  their   homes,  each  possessing  some  imaginary  bliss 
which  "the  dull  reality  of  life"  could  never  give.     Those  who  encoun- 
ter them  divert  themselves  at  their  expense,  a()d  make  them  chatter  non- 
sense ;  they  are,  however,  too   happy   to    pay  attention   to  anything  but 
their  own   reveries.     Even  the  loml   laugh    and    the   hootings  which  ac- 
company them   home,  produce   no   effect  ;  they   are  wrapped   up  in  an 
elysiuu),  from   which  they  are  only  to  l)e  awakened  by  the  miserable  re- 
action which  must,  sooner  or  later,  recal  them  to  existence.     ]\Ir.  Madden, 
a  member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  who  has  painted  this  scene 
admirably,  and  who  is  one  of  the    last   scientific  men   who  have  visited 
Constantinople,  and  given   us   the  result  of  their  observations,  tried  the 
experiment  on   hiuiself,  and    took  four   grains  in   divided   floses  ;  he  de- 
scribes his  sensations"  as  the  faint,  excpiisite  music  of  a  dieam,"  but  he 
had  only  |)leasurable  feelings  when    his  eyes  were  open,  if  they  were 
closed  they   vanished.     It   appeared  to  him   as  if  external  objects  only 
were  acted  on  by  the  imagination,  and  magnified  into  images  of  pleasure. 
In  walking   he  was  hardly  sensible  of  his   feet  louching  the  ground  ;  it 
seemed  as  if  he  slid  along  the   street,  impelled   by  some   invisible  agent, 
and  that  his  blood  was  cou)posed  of  some  ethereal   fluid,  which  rendered 
his  body  lighter  than  air. 

Not  only  does  the  habit  of  taking  opium  render  larger  doses  neces- 
sary to  produce  its  peculiar  influence,  but  it  blunts  all  the  sensations  of 
the  body.  It  renders  the  intestinal  canal  so  exceedingly  sluggish,  that 
the  most  active  pmgaiives  lose  their  power ;  this,  however,  is  not  lo  be 
considered  a  uniform  conscqiu^nce,  but,  in  many  instances,  large  doses  of 
aloe?,  of  scanunony,  and  of  j;ilap,  may  be  taken  in  vain.  Hhubarb,  and 
colocynth,  and  gamboge,  produce  great  irritation,  l)ut  will  not  excite  the 
peristaltic  motion.  Castor  oil,  under  such  circumstances,  however,  re- 
tains its  influence  ;  and  olive  oil,  to  which  tincture  of  senna  is  added, 
likewise  is  serviceable.  The  inost  active  emetics  are  useless,  and,  in- 
deed, io  some  instances,  the  most  virulent  poisons  have  actually  become 
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inert.  Of  tliis  a  sinculnr  case  is  on  record,  antlienticated  by  a  physician 
who  bore  a  liii^li  rank  in  the  French  anny.  iM.  Pouqncville,  when  a 
prisoner  in  Constaniinople,  saw  a  man  who  was  known  all  o\er  (he  ciiy 
under  the  name  of  Sulyman  Geyer,  or  Solyman,  the  eaier  of  corrosive 
sublimate  ;  lie  was  said  at  that  time  to  l)e  upwards  of  100  years  of  aa,o  ; 
he  had  very  early  habituated  liimsdf  to  the  use  of  opium,  which  he  had 
increased  until  it  produced  no  effect  upon  his  imagination,  and  until  his 
dijieslive  system  must  have  been  completely  disordered  ;  he,  lherel<;re, 
took  corrosive  sublimate,  and  for  thirty  years  he  never  ceased  to  take  it  ; 
and  the  dose  he  could  then  bear  was  upwards  of  a  drachm.  He  went 
into  the  shop  of  an  apothecary,  who  was  a  Jew  ;  he  asked  lor  a  drachm 
of  corrosive  subiicnate — having  first  mixed  it  in  a  glass  of  water,  he  swal- 
lowed it.  The  apothecar}',  fearing  that  he  should  be  accused  of  poison- 
ing a  Turk,  inunediately  shut  up  his  sho|>,  reproaching  himsell  bilieily 
with  what  he  had  done  ;  but  great  was  his  joy  and  astonishment  when, 
on  the  following  day,  the  Turk  came  to  repeat  liis  dose.  Whether  the 
corrosive  sublimate  produced  any  sensation  beyond  that  of  allaying  a  sort 
of  unnatural  craving,  I  know  not. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  narcotic,  or  drug,  with  which  we  are  ac- 
quainted, produces  altogether  the  hallucination  that  accompanies  opium. 
The  salts  of  morphia,  in  the  opinion  of  most  medical  men,  have  not  an 
exhilarating  effect ;  there  seems,  however,  sonie  doubt  on  the  sidiject. 
Dr.  VVilmer,  of  Munich,  nmde  some  expeiiments  on  himself  to  ascertain 
the  effect  of  narcotine.  He  found  that  eij^ht  grains  gave  him  headache. 
There  was  nmch  excitement,  and  a  peculiar  restlessness  supervened,  his 
hands  trembled,  and  he  was  unable  to  fix  his  thoughts  upon  any  subject; 
this  lasted  a  few  hours — it  commenced  about  twenty-eight  houis  after 
the  narcotine  hafl  been  swallowed.  Magendie  has  tried  some  experi- 
ments on  dogs — they  seem  to  have  a  species  of  reverie — they  were  in  a 
stale  approximatinn  to  sleep,  but  they  were  alive  to  external  objects,  and 
particularly  irritable.  Occasional  convulsions  came  on,  and,  with  this  ex- 
ception, they  seemed  to  be  quiet. 

A  very  interesting  question  has  arisen  upon  the  effects  of  opium-eating 
on  health  and  on  longevity.  The  late  Eail  of  Mar  had  insured  his  life 
in  one  of  the  offices  in  Edinburgh  to  a  huge  amount.  He  was  an  opium 
consumer  to  the  amount  of  from  two  to  three  ounces  of  lauflanum  daily, 
but  this  fact  had  not  been  slated  at  the  time  the  policy  ol'  the  insurance 
was  granted,  and  on  his  death,  which  occurred  two  years  afterwards,  from 
icterus  and  ascites,  the  company  declined  jjaynient  of  the  policy,  assign- 
ing as  the  reason,  that  his  lordship  had  concealed  from  them  a  habit 
wliich  tends  to  shorten  life.  The  bank  that  held  the  policy  as  security 
for  money  lent  entered  upon  an  action,  and  the  consequence  was  that 
the  insurance  office  was  adjudged  to  pay  the  amount,  not,  however,  on 
the  ground  that  the  habit  was  not  injurious  to  life,  but  upon  the  ground 
that  the  office  had  not  shown  the  proper  degree  of  caution  when  the  in- 
surance was  effected.  Dr.  Christison  was  a  medical  witness  on  that  oc- 
casion, and  his  attention  was  necessarily  directed  to  the  subject,  which 
led  him  to  an  inquiry,  and  from  eleven  cases  which  came  under  his  no- 
tice, he  considers  that  the  practice  of  opium-eatiog  is  not  so  injurious  as 
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is  co;n'nonly  believed — t'lis,  however,  is  not  the  general  idea.  Mr.  Mad- 
den, wlioin  I  have  just  quoted  as  an  aulhoriiy  to  be  rehed  on,  says, 
thai  Iron)  personal  inquiries  he  found  it  was  rare  for  an  opiuin-eatei  at 
Constantinople,  if  he  bejian  the  practice  early,  to  pass  thirty  years 
of  age. 

(To  be  continued.) 


ENOR.MOUS   ENLARGEMENT   OF  THE   LIVER  AND    SPLEEN. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir — SlioulH  the  followins:  ease    be  thought  worthy  a  place  in  the  Jour- 
nal, you  are  at  liber; v  to  give  it  publicity  throuiih  its  coliunns. 

Mrs.  Z.  Smith,  aiied  forty-three,  the  mother  of  six  children,  naturally 
pos>;es-:in;4  a  good  constitution,  was  slightly  seized  in  t!ie  suiiinier  of  1832 
with  p  lin  in  the  right  side,  acidity  in  the  stomach,  flatulence,  costiveness, 
and  other  symptoms  of  dyspepsia.  Though  she  consulted  uie  about  her 
case,  yet  Ix-ing  able  for  the  most  part  to  attend  to  her  domestic  concerns, 
she  refused  to  adopt  any  thorough  means  to  eradicate  her  disease.  In 
this  way  she  continued  till  November,  1834,  when  she  was  violently  al- 
ta;d<ed  with  an  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  which  proved  so  severe  that 
she  was  several  times  thought  to  be  dyina;.  She  however  at  length  re- 
coveied  her  former  degree  of  health,  or  nearly  so;  but  the  dyspeptic 
symptoms  remained,  notwithstanding  she  was,  during  her  illness,  treated 
with  particular  reference  to  a  chronic  inflannnation  of  the  liver,  as  I 
called  her  first  complaint.  Being  satisfied,  from  the  trial  I  then  made, 
that  I  could  not  effect  a  cure  of  her  chronic  afl^ection,  I  advised,  as  soon 
as  she  was  able  to  ride,  a  visit  to  Saratoga  Springs,  to  which  she  con- 
sented ;  Ijul  for  some  rea>on  or  other  slie  kept  delaying  it  until  too  lale 
in  the  season  for  an  invaliil  to  travel.  Tlie  followin<r  winter  she  had 
an;)i!ier  attack  of  her  lung  complaint,  though  much  less  severe  than  the 
preceding  ;  during  its  continuance,  or  shortly  after,  she  showed  symp- 
toms of  an  enlarged  s|)leen,  and  the  liver  had  become  so  much  enlarged 
as  to  be  flistinctly  fell  below  the  ribs.  In  the  spring  of  1836  she  visited 
the  Sjiriug^,  and  was  absent  some  weeks,  but  without  any  amendment. 
Soon  after  her  return  her  symptoms  became  worse  ;  the  spleen  was  so 
njucli  increased  in  size  as  to  be  felt  the  whole  length  of  the  abdo- 
men, and  at  the  umbilicus  the  liver  and  spleen  might  be  felt  only 
a!)out  three  inches  apart.  At  this  stage  of  the  disease  new  symptoms 
presented  ;  there  was  much  vomiting  and  purging;  a  pretty  good  appe- 
tite, and  for  some  days,  between  the  paroxysms  of  puking,  food  seemed 
to  create  less  piin,  and  be  better  digesierl,  than  for  years  liefore.  After 
the  voiui;ing  had  commenced,  she  uniformly  complained  of  pressure, 
even  the  least  degree  of  it,  on  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  so  much  so  as  to 
induce  the  sjispicion  of  considerable  inflauunalion  of  that  organ.  For 
a  few  of  the  last  weeks  of  her  life  she  complained  much  of  disagreeable 
noises  in  her  head,  and  at  length  became  totally  deaf  and  very  nearly 
blind. 
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A  post-mortem  examinaiiou  took  place  Nov.  2 1st,  1836,  lliiity  l;ours 
after  Heath. 

Contents  of  the  /Aorar.— The  left  lobe  of  the  hm-s  attached  thrnu-h- 
oiit  ils  whole  extent  to  the  pleura  oostalis  and  mediasJnum,  probably  the 
conse(iuence  of  the  precedin;;;  inHammation  ;  tlie  ri^ht  lobe  perleclly 
lieaithy  ;  the  parieles  of  the  heart  very  thin  ;  the  ventricles  somewhat 
enhuiied. 

Oii^  opening  into  the  abdomen,  we  discovered  the  Pi)leen  overlappmg 
the  liver  at  its  superior  extremity,  and  the  two  viscera  compleiely  cover- 
insj;  the  stomach,  so  as  to  hide  it  from  view  until  they  were  displaced. 
The  spleen  was  thouLdil,  by  several  medical  oenllemen  present,  to  be  at 
least  ten  times  ils  usual  size.  The  liver  was  enlarged  to  that  degree 
that  it  extended  upwards,  pressing  up  the  diaphragm,  to  ihe  intercos- 
tal space  between  the  second  and  third  ribs,  anfl  displacing  the  right 
lobe  of  the  hmgs.  The  texture  of  the  liver  was  as  firm  as  common 
after  bein<;  diseased  a  great  length  of  time.  The  s[ileen  was  so  very 
soft  as  to  be  easily  compressed  with  the  fingers.  The  stomach  was 
smaller  than  natural,  but  apparently  healihy,  together  with  all  the  rest 
of  the  abdominal  viscera.     The  brain  was  not  examined. 

What  renders  the  above  case  peculiarly  interesting  to  me,  is  its 
anomalous  syiiiptoms.  ist.  Was  the  noise  in  the  head  owing  to  the 
inflaiimiation  reaching  the  brain,  and  was  that  the  cause  of  diminution 
of  sight  and  loss  of  hearing?  or  were  these  only  symi)innialic  ?  2d. 
What  |)roduced  the  vomiting?  Was  it  mechanical  pressure?  and  if  so, 
why  was  it  Interrupted,  and  digestion  go  on  as  regularly  for  a  day  or 
two  toi;ether  as  if  the  patient  had  been  in  health?         B.  W.  Dewey. 

Moriah,  N.  Y.  Feb.  6tli,  1837. 


FRAGMENTS. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surpiral  Journal.] 

Wound  of  the  Rectum. — October  5,  1836,  1  was  called  to  visit  Joseph 
Webb,ai;efl  al)0ut  35,  of  sound  constitution,  regular  habits  and  good  heallh, 
who  had  been  hon^<ed  by  an  ox  five  days  previous  to  my  visit.  A  (lei- 
gyman  of  the  neighborhood,  who  made  some  pretensions  to  the  healing 
art,  had  attended  him  from  the  happening  of  the  accident;  but  suppos- 
ing it  "  a  flesh  wound,"  as  he  termed  it,  no  surgical  treatment  had  been 
pres(!ribed.  I  found  the  patient  in  bed,  having  consiant  invohmtary 
fijecal  discharges.  On  examination,  fomid  the  horn  of  the  ox  had  enter- 
ed the  riiht  side  of,  and  a  little  posterior  to  the  anus  ;  that  it  pas'ied  up 
in  a  curved  direction  about  three  inches,  and  then  perforaierl  the  tec- 
tum. The  perforation  through  the  rectum  was  about  the  size  of  the 
forefinger,  as  might  be  felt  per  anum.  The  wound  externally  was  about 
two  and  a  half  inches  in  diameter,  considerably  lacerated,  1  susper-t,  by 
a  toss  and  a  witluhawal  of  the  horn.  In  short,  there  was  a  complete 
artificial  anus,  the  walls  of  which  were  appi'oximating  towards  a  circular 
form,  and  exhibited  a  considerable  degree  of  induration.     JN'o  discharge 
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throiJ2;li  tl)e  anus  had  been  known  since  the  injur}'.  The  wound  con- 
tributed to  form  an  equilateral  triangle — of  which  tl)e  spnce  between  the 
anus  and  [he  couiintMi;-eineril  of  the  wound  mane  the  first  side  ;  the  distance 
between  the  entrance  ot"  the  horn  and  its  aperture  in  the  recluni,  foruied 
the  sicoud  ;  and  the  (hstance  Irom  last-iuentioned  poiiU  to  anus,  com- 
pleted the  an>^le. 

Ai  this  was  a  novel  case,  bavins;  never  before  seen  or  read  of  a 
woind  of  this  dt?scripiion,  I  requested  counsel,  and  called  Dr.  Hubbard, 
of  H.illowell,  who,  by  the  way,  is  one  of  ihe  best  surgeons  in  Maine. 
In  consultation  with  Dr.  H.  we  wei'e  of  opinion  that  an  operation  simi- 
lar !o  that  for  fistula  in  ano  would  he  necessary  ultiitiatelv  ;  but  in  the 
tne.inliuie  a  trial  uiis^ht  be  made  of  plugi^ing  the  arlificial  anus  and  at- 
templins;  to  dilate  the  sphincter  ani,  so  that  tlie  Ikcal  matter  might  |iass 
thro^i^;!)  its  natural  channel.  It  could  harrlly  be  expected  that  this  plan 
would  succeed;  but  as  the  friends  were  solicitous  that  some  course,  other 
than  an  operation,  might  effect  a  cin"e,  and  us  a  few  days  delay  seemed 
to  be  ie()iiisite,  that  the  system  migiit  be  prepared  for  the  operation,  it 
was  thought  advisable  to  try  the  plan  susigesteii.  The  wound  was  filled 
with  soft  linen,  besmeared  with  basilicon  ;  compresses  and  the  T  ban- 
dri<re  concluded  the  diessings.  Tin;  copious  discharge  of  pus,  and  the 
constant  accumulation  of  foecal  matter,  were  so  great  (none  having  passed 
the  anus),  that  after  a  few  days  perseverance  the  plan  was  abandoned, 
and  resort  was  had  to  the  operation. 

The  patient  was  placed  upon  his  knees,  his  face  resting  upon  his 
hands.  The  operator,  Dr.  Hubbard,  then  passed  his  right  forefinger  in- 
to the  rectuuK  per  anuui,  carrying  with  it  a  director;  then  introduced 
his  left  forefinj^er  tlirough  the  wound  and  its  aperture  in  the  rectum, 
until  it  came  in  contact  with  the  finder  first  introduced.  I  then  carefully 
passed  up  a  pr  be-pointed  bistoury  along  the  groove  of  the  director  until 
t!ie  opentor  wa*  enabled  to  grasp  its  point  with  the  end  of  his  left  firmer. 
By  wit hdra wins;  the  instrument  and  fingers  locked  in  this  manner,  the 
sphincter,  together  with  the  whole  of  the  substance  contained  in  the 
angle,  was  divided  by  one  incision.  Contrary  to  our  expectation,  no 
hemorrhage  of  consequence  ensued. 

A  strip  of  oiled  linen  was  introduced  with  a  spatula,  in  order  to  keep 
the  divided  surfaces  of  the  rectum  and  sphincter  ani  separated  until  the 
lateral  and  superior  portions  of  the  original  wound  should  fill  up  l)y 
granulation.  Much  tlie  same  dressings  have  been  (continued  up  to  the 
present  time.  The  cure  lias  progressed  rather  slowly  ;  delayed  chiefly, 
1  think,  by  too  frequent  irritation  from  the  faecal  discharges  ;  but  the 
wound  will  probably  be  entirely  l^ealed  in  a  few  weeks  more.  The  anus 
will  be  likely  to  be  jireternaturally  large  in  diameter,  because  the  sphinc- 
ter has  not  been  permitted  to  unite  by  the  first  intention. 

MetnlUc  Button  in  ihe  Nose. — 1837,  Jan.  13th,  visited  by  request  a 
child  two  and  a  half  years  old.  Was  told  by  the  parents  that  the  child 
had  forced  up  high  into  the  left  nostril  a  brass  button,  about  the  size  of 
a  common  ve-t  button.  On  examination  1  could  just  discern  its  lower 
edge.  The  little  patient  was  confined,  and  I  made  several  attempts  with 
various  forceps  to  seize   and    bring  down   the  foreigner,  but  without  sue- 
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cess.  The  eye  of  the  bution  seemed  to  lie  embedded,  and  forceps  were 
not  siiRjcienily  tenacious.  A  pair  of  forceps  sufficiently  lar^e  to  fill  the 
cavity  of  the  naris  was  then  passed  up,  and  at  the  time  I  supposed  I 
was  al)0iit  to  grasp  the  substance,  the  child  made  a  desperate  struggle, 
and  the  forceps  was  forced  u()warcls.  I  then  [lassed  up  a  i^um  elastic 
bougie,  and  meeting  with  no  obstruction  pushed  it  out  at  the  fauces.  The 
passaL'e  was  clear,  but  what  had  become  of  the  intruder?  Suspecting 
the  child  might  have  swallowed  it  duiing  the  struggle,  I  directed  the 
friends  to  give  a  cathartic  in  the  morning,  and  to  watch  for  the  button. 
It  was  found  accordingly,  and  measured  seven  sixteenths  of  an  inch 
in  diameter. 

Cutaneous  Diseases. — The  past  year  has  developed  more  diseases  of 
this  class  than  1  have  ever  before  known.  They  defy  all  classification, 
and,  I  might  say,  resist  all  niedical  treatment.  They  are  of  almost  every 
variety  and  form,  but  so  intermixed  that  you  cannot  se|)arale  them  to 
take  down  specifications.  They  may  be  considered  endemic  in  this  vi- 
cinity, and  consist  chieHy  of  eruption  of  pimples,  or  vesicles,  in  tiie  fiist 
place,  or  a  counnixture  of  these  succeeded  by  destruction  of  the  epider- 
mis and  rawness  of  t!ie  surface,  accompanied  by  an  itching,  smarting, 
burning  and  almost  maddening  |)ain.  It  is  a  many-heailed  hydra  ;  fie- 
quenily,  after  several  weeks  perseverance  in  your  treatment,  when  the 
eruption  disap]>ears  and  you  are  about  to  appiopriaie  to  yourself  the 
credit  of  a  cure,  the  eruption  will  again  appear,  with  renewed  virulence. 
1  should  think  them  sell-limiled  diseases.  Many  people  persist  in  call- 
ing it  the  itch,  and  make  use  of  the  popular  specifics  for  that  dis- 
ease ;  but  such  treatment  only  aggravates  the  com|»laint,  especially 
where  the  red  oxide  of  mercury  or  ol.  terebinth,  enters  into  their  com- 
position. I  have  but  little  faiih  in  external  a|iplications.  Cooling  aiirj 
astringent  applications  have  afforded  some  relief.  The  un^.  liyrirg.  nit. 
fort,  has  made  some  impression,  but  an  alterative  course  (jf  medicine, 
with  low  and  vegetable  diet,  I  tliink  has,  il'  anything,  made  the  most 
lasting  impression.  Scarhilina  just  made  its  appearance,  its  t)  pe  is  mild. 
Has  it  any  connection  with  the  pr  ceiling  disease? 

Hotcrops. — This  is  the  appellation  most  usually  given  here  to  the 
disciples  of  that  notorious  empiric  Samuel  Thomson.  His  followers  are 
pretty  numerous  in  Maine,  and  think  so  much  of  themselves  that  they 
are  thrusting  into  our  Legislature  petitions  fronj  every  direction,  praying 
for  a  repeal  of  the  law  regulating  the  practice  of  physic  ;  so  that  they, 
the  knights  of  lobelia,  cayenne  and  steam,  may  be  admitted  on  an  ecjual 
footing  will)  men  who  have  spent  yeais  of  studious  toil  and  htmdreds  of 
dollars  to  procure  themselves  a  situation  in  an  iionorable  profession,  and 
which,  after  all,  yields  to  many  of  us  but  a  scanty  pittance,  when  com- 
pared with  the  fees  freely  bestowed  upon  charlatans  and  patent  medi- 
cines. For  twenty  dollars  any  body  n>ay  purchase  Thomson's  book  of 
chartered  privilege,  granted  by  grave  legislators,  but  who,  doubtless,  nev- 
er contemplated  the  serious  injury  it  would  occasion  the  public. 

Respecting  this  class  of  persons,  alias  "  hotcrops,"'  I  could  "  a  tale 
unfold;"  but  cui  bono?  Supposing  a  long  list  of  facts  was  drawn  up 
relative  to  their  practice — of  their  impositions  upon   the  people — of  the 
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constiiiitiniis  impaired — of  ilie  nuirders  committed.  &lc.,  and  these  facts 
were  embodied  in  a  medical  journal.  I  a^ain  ask,  for  whose  good  would 
they  be  ?  would  they  hit  the  mark  ?  woidd  one  out  of  a  thousand  of 
Thomsonians  ever  see  or  read  them  ?  would  the  great  mass  of  the  peo- 
ple, who  are  to  be  swayed  one  way  or  the  oilier,  ever  hear  of  them  ? 
Physicians  know  these  iacts  already,  and  but  few,  1  believe,  besi(ie3  phy- 
sician^, ever  rearl  a  medical  journal. 

This  class  of  pretenders  has  become  numerous,  if  not  fonuidable, 
ihrouihout  the  country.  Already  they  boast  that  in  a  few  years  they  shall 
rival  all  competitors,  and  put  down  all  opposition.  A  few  years  at;o  thev 
mostly  occupied  ihe  back  country  places;  now  iliey  boldly  take  their 
stand  in  most  of  our  prominent  villages,  and  establish  their  strong-holds 
under  the  fascinating  title  of  Botanic  (I  would  not  say  Satanic)  Infirma- 
ries ;  and  their  leader,  in  imitation  of  his  betters,  implants  his  standard 
in  the  heart  of  ]\ew  England.  Amongst  their  |)atienls  there  is  a  sort  of 
hallucination;  for  when  once  a  patient  has  obtained  relief  by  them,  of 
either  real  or  imaginary  evils,  he  too  frequently  becomes  wedded  to  their 
party,  and  will  go  all  lengths  in  denouncing  scientific  physicians,  and  in 
support  of  the  Thomsonians.  Further,  their  plan,  for  it  can  hardly  be 
called  a  system,  professes  to  be  so  plain  and  simplified  that  any  one  can 
understand  it  ;  and  this  is  a  desideratum  with  those  who  have  not  the 
least  love  of  science;  within  them. 

Would  it  not  be  an  eas)'  task  for  educated  physicians  to  overthrow  the 
theory  of  Thomson  and  show  up  his  followers  in  their  true  colors? 
Ought  we  not  to  meet  these  men  by  facts  and  arguments,  in  such  a 
manner  that  the  people  can  understand  and  judge  for  themselves  ?  It 
seems  to  me,  in  order  to  make  such  an  expose,  the  weekly  newspapers 
would  be  the  most  suitable  for  comnumications,  at  least  if  we  can 
make  our  language  intelligible  to  the  mass;  unless  editors  of  such  pa- 
pers could  be  induced  to  copy  from  a  medical  journal. 

Would  it  not  likewise  be  good  policy  in  physicians  generally  to  give 
gratuitous  public  lectures  for  the  enlightenment  of  the  public  mind  ; 
sketching  the  outlines  of  anatomy,  physiology,  therapeutics,  &.c.,  so  far 
as  is  com|)atil)le  with  propriety  and  delicacy? 

I  have  thrown  out  these  crude  hints,  tl)at  yourself,  or  some  of  your 
able  correspondents,  might  take  them  up,  if  tliought  worthy  of  notice, 
and  give  your  readers  your  views  upon  these  subjects.  1  would  not  wish 
to  traduce  the  correspondents  of  3'our  Journal  ;  there  ought,  and  should 
be,  sufKcient  couuiiunications  for  that,  at  the  same  lime,  anrl  upon  such 
subjects  as  would  interest  its  readers;  but  !  have  yet  to  learn  how  writ- 
ings, exrJusiveli/  confined  to  medical  periodica/.'^,  can  ever  avail  much 
agaiu-;t  impostors,  impositions  and  quack  medicines. 

Albijn,  Mc.  March  1st,  1837.  A.  P.  Fuller. 


L\RC7i:    DOSF.S    (»F   CAI.O.MFL. 

T)  iht  E  lilor  of  lite  liislnn  JMrdicnl  and  Siiri:'\i(il  JovrnnJ. 
Dkak  Sir — A  correspondent  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jour- 
nal wishes  for  fuithcr   inforuiat.on  in  regard  to  the  calomel  wbicli   was 
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Ei;iv('n  ton  little  ^irl,  only  five  years  old,  as  mentioned  in  number  third  of 
"  Remarks  on  Itinerants."  This,  as  J  have  it  in  my  power  to  prove  that 
wliat  was  there  stated  was  by  no  n)eans  exag'zerated,  I  am  glad  to  com- 
ply will). 

•That  the  case  may  be  well  understood,  I  will  be  a  little  more  particu- 
lar in  my  account  of  it.  Every  physician  knows  enoujih  about  worm 
cases,  however,  not  to  require  much  of  a  description.  This  was  a  very 
bad  case,  and,  until  the  worms,  from  the  effecis  of  the  calomel,  began  to 
be  moved,  was  attended  by  an  unusual  decree  of  slujjor.  They  came 
away  by  half  dcjzens,  dozens,  ■mm\  scores,  until  the  whole  were  expelled, 
which  took  up  the  week  which  was  memioned.  In  most  cases  of  taenia, 
when  they  exist  in  such  lari»;e  numbers,  the  bowels  are  so  distended 
that  tliey  come  away  a  few  at  a  lime,  and  ihus  it  is  necessary  to  repeat 
the  remed)-  lor  some  time,  as  was  the  case  imder  consideration.  Whelh- 
er  there  was  any  better  remedy  than  calomel  or  not,  I  shall  not  pretend 
to  say  ;  but  the  oilier  remedies  in  this  case  bad  no  effect  in  regard  to  tlie 
removal  of  the  worms,  or  in  regard  to  producing  any  motions  upon  the 
bowels. 

In  regard  to  the  genuineness  of  the  calomel,  I  experimented  not  upon 
it  Ity  any  chemical  lest,  and  therefore  am  not  prepared  to  say  thai  it  did 
not  contain  impurities,  or  that  it  even  was  calomel.  All  1  can  say 
about  it  is,  that  ii  looked  like  calomel,  felt  like  calomel,  and  operated  in 
this,  and  other  cases,  like  calomel — and,  to  use  the  Jiisbnian's  expres- 
sion, "  from  my  soul  1  believe  "  it  was  calon-.e!.  If  this  was  the  only 
case  in  whicii  1  had  used  it  to  such  an  extent,  I  might,  perhaps,  have 
my  doubts  whether  my  senses  did  not  deceive  me. 

In  regard  to  its  effects  upon  the  system,  other  than  those  for  which  it 
was  resorted  to,  which  was  to  |)romole  the  expulsion  of  the  worms,  they 
were  app-arenily  no  different  from  those  which  would  be  produced  by 
any  other  cathartic.  The  stupor,  tenseness  of  the  bowels,  and  every 
other  symptom  of  disorder,  subsided  gradually  as  the  worms  were  re- 
moved. There  was  by  no  means  a  high  degree  of  fever  at  any  time. 
Those  occasional  and  irreirular  paroxysms  of  fever  which  attend  all  ver- 
mifuge cases,  attended  this,  and  subsided  as  the  worms  were  expelled. 
There  was  no  excitement,  a|)parenlly,  beside  what  the  worms  produced, 
at  any  time,  and  there  was  nothing  which  indicated  any  improper  effect 
upon  the  system,  after  the  patient  had  become  convalescent.  Her  con- 
valescence was  short,  and  she  lias  since  been  a  healthy  child  and  young 
lady,  as  stated  in  my  former  remarks. 

l\ow  all  this  is  not  advocating  the  use  of  calomel,  in  large  or  small 
doses,  in  worm  or  any  other  cases,  any  fartlier  than  a  physician  sees  fit 
to  resort  to  it.  All  1  designed  in  ir.y  Remarks  on  Itinerants,  or  design 
now,  was  and  is,  to  show  that  it  is  not  so  poisonous  to  the  system  or  to 
the  "  blood,"  as  a  great  many  suppose.  I  shall  still  continue  to  enter- 
tain such  an  opinion.  The  case  under  consideraticn,  the  other  cases 
which  were  mentioned,  and  a  great  many  others  which  might  be  men- 
tioned, tend  to  confirm  it.  There  is  a  proper  way  and  a  proper  time  to 
use  it,  and  so  there  is  for  everything  else.  I  wish  no  family  to  have  it 
used  when  they  do  not   desire  it ;    and  no    physician    to  administer  it, 
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when  !ie  does  not  see  his  way  clear  to  do  it.  The  prejudices  exist- 
ing; a2;aiiisl  it,  and  the  distressinji;  ptyahsm  oriii^inatinL;  from  its  use,  when 
this  is  not  desired,  render  it  ohjeclionable,  w  hen  anything  else  will  an- 
swer as  gf)od  a  purpose.  It  is  nnpossihie,  1  think,  in  the  present  slate 
of  medical  knowledge,  to  control  it  in  all  cases,  and  make  it  operate  ex- 
actly as  you  wish.  Sometimes  a  small  portion  will  effect  what  you 
would  not  expect  iVom  a  larjje  one,  and  someliuK^s  a  large  one  will  not 
effect  what  in  others  would  result  iVom  a  sniall  one.  Sometimes  neither 
small  nor  lar^^e  doses  will  affect  the  salivary  vessels,  at  other  times  either 
will.  This  uncertainly  in  its  operation,  and  this  distressing  ptyalism 
when  it  is  not  required,  give  quacks  a  fine  opportunity  to  raise  a  hue 
and  cry  about  it.  They  make  a  hobby  of  its  supposed  deleterious 
effects,  to  ride  over  (he  necks  of  more  meritorious  practitioners.  This 
may,  perhaps,  as  well  be  their  hobby  as  anything  else.  There  will 
always  l)e  quacks,  and  always  be  dupes  enough  to  employ  thei!i.  There 
will  always  be  something  to  build  prejudices  upon,  and  prejudices, 
once  founiied,  are  not  very  easily  removed. 

I  have  already  spun  out  my  reply  to  N.  much  farther  than  I  inlenrled, 
bill  having  got  upon  the  long-yarn  track,  I  may  as  well  go  to  the  end  as 
break  off  in  ihe  middle.  1  will  therefore  hold  out  a  little  farther  upon 
calomel.  I  know  not  as  it  is  generally  known  that  it  takes  a  great  deal 
more  to  operate  in  worm  cases,  especially  bad  ones,  than  in  others. 
7'lie  nidus  of  worms,  consisting  of  a  thick,  viscid  or  glutinous  substance, 
wraps  itself  around  the  calomel,  and  il  comes  away  in  little  nodules, 
from  the  size  of  a  small  pea  lo  ihat  of  a  hazelnui,  hut  very  iiiile  altered 
from  its  original  slate.  This  existed  to  a  considerable  extent  in  the  case 
under  consideration,  and  I  have  observed  it  in  many  other  cases.  This, 
perhaps,  may  account  sufficiently  for  its  not  having  had  any  injurious  ef- 
fect in  the  case  mentioned  in  my  Remarks.  Though  I  would  not  set 
myself  up  as  being  wiser  than  anybody  else,  I  would  mention  one 
more  thing  in  regard  to  calomel,  which  I  know  not  as  is  generally  un- 
derstood among  physicians.  Perhaps  I  n)ay  be  in  an  error  in  regard  to 
what  I  am  ^oing  lo  stale,  but  I  think  not.  It  is  well  known  that  calomel 
0|)erates  very  differently  upon  different  persons,  and  it  operates  different- 
ly upon  different  a^es.  Upon  adults  it  is  very  liable  to  operate  upon  the 
salivary  vessels,  and  jiroduce  |)tyalism  ;  but  upon  the  young  not  so  liable, 
especially  upon  such  as  are  under  six  or  seven  years.  1  never  knew  of 
but  one  case  where  the  patient  was  under  six  years  of  age,  in  which  it 
operated  to  produce  what  is  commonly  called  sore  mouth.  I  do  not 
know  but  it  has  operated  differently  upon  thousands,  but  I  never  saw 
but  one  case,  as  juu  mentioned,  and  oilier  physicians  whom  i  have  in- 
quired of,  have  asserted  pretty  much  the  same  thing.  If  it  is  a  fact  that 
it  does  not  affect  young  children  in  this  way,  the  reason  why  it  does  not 
may  perhaps  be  ihat  the  lacteals  are  not  sufficiently  developed  to  take  it 
up  and  convey  il  into  the  circulation.  Little  infants,  three  days  old, 
will  bear  the  effects  of  calomel  as  well  and  better  than  adult  persons, 
which  could  not  be  if  it  operated  upon  them  as  povveriully  according  to 
their  age  as  upon  grown  people.  It  is  a  very  excellent  thing  in  the 
aphthae  of  young  children,  and  will  cure  it  when  nothing  else  will  effect 
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any  benefit.     I   have   known    it  do  a  great  deal   of  <:oo(l  in   tlie  cure  of 
tlio'^e  distressini^  fits  which  infants  are  very  often  affecied  with. 

Shall  I  not  have  more  explanation>  to  attend  to,  think  ye,  kind  reader? 
If  it  is  necessary  I  will  endeavor  to  do  it,  and  will  now  close  rny  re- 
ntarks  by  suLrsit'sting  to  those  who  are  scrupulous  in  regard  to  aiving 
calomel  in  sulhcient  closes  to  expel  worms,  to  uiake  use  of  any  cathartic 
which  suits  them  best,  if  the  stomach  will  retain  it,  anrl  as  an  adjunct, 
employ  often-repeated  and  loni2;-conlinued  injections.  In  this  way  the 
worms  will  come  away  one,  two,  half  a  dozen,  and  a  dozen  at  a  time, 
iiniil  the  distention  is  taken  off  fiom  the  bowels,  when  cati)artics  alone 
will  bring  them  away.  One  word  more.  If  N.  should  not  be  satisfied 
of  the  correctness  of  what  is  above  stated  in  regard  to  tlie  itiformation 
requireci,  I  can,  by  sending  a  bmidred  and  fort}'  miles,  substantiate  it  by 
half  a  dozen,  at  least,  credible  witnesses.  F. 


RHINOPLASTIC   OPERATION. 

To  the  ElUor  of  Ike  Boston  Medical  and  Siivf^ical  Juurnal. 

Dear  Sir, — The  admirable  article  in  your  Journal  on  "  Rhinoplastie," 
suggested  the  translation  of  the  following  from  an  old  work  styled  "  Cours 
d'Operations  de  Chirurgie,"  by  Dionis,  published  1707. 

"  The  wife  of  a  Notary  of  Paris,  being  jealous  of  the  spouse  of  a 
butcher  of  the  Fauxbourg  St.  Germaiti,  whom  she  imagined  to  be  the 
mistress  of  iier  husband,  repaired  one  iiiorning  to  the  stall  ;  ancl  after 
having  u()l)raided  her  with  her  supposed  baseness,  seized  a  knife  from 
the  bench,  and  strtick  her  with  it  upon  the  nose;  the  nose  was  almost 
completely  separated  from  the  face,  hanging  down  and  [jcing  only  con- 
nected to  it  by  one  of  the  alae  and  a  portion  of  the  coliunna.  It  was 
immediately  sewed,  and  united  properly,  leaving  only  a  trifling  deformity. 
I  report  this  case,  adds  Dionis,  in  order  to  embolden  sursreons  to  use  the 
same  means  under  like  circumstances.  The  judges  invented  a  new 
species  of  punishment  for  the  wife  of  the  Notary  ;  they  condemned  her 
to  have  a.  jleur-de-Iis  branded  upon  lier  forehead  with  a  red-hot  iron  ;  a 
sentence,  bow-ever,  which  was  not  executed.  The  king  having  consid- 
ered the  decree  too  cruel,  subsequently  pardoned  her. 

"  It  is  beyond  belief,  Dionis  goes  on  to  say,  that  a  nose,  when  once 
entirely  cut  off,  can  ever  be  renewed.  We  are  told,  notwithstanding, 
that  some  brigands  having  attacked  by  night  a  company  of  travellers,  one 
of  them  received  a  blow  upon  his  nose,  which  completely  severed  it ; 
thai  when  he  went  to  have  the  wound  dressed,  the  surgeon  asked  for  the 
nose  in  order  to  sew  it  on  ;  and  that  his  comrades,  being  unable  to  find 
it,  cut  off  the  nose  of  an  unfortunate  person  whom  they  happened  to 
encounter,  and  brought  it  to  the  surgeon,  who  sewed  it  on,  by  means  of 
which  it  united  to  the  renmant  of  the  nose  of  the  robber,  as  a  gral't  to 
a  tree. 

*•  It  is  also  said  that  a  surgeon  made  an  incision  into  the  arm  of  a  per- 
son who  came  to  him  in  a  similar  situation,  and  liaving  placed  tjje  uound- 
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eel  arm  in  contact  uiih  the  nose,  secured  them  for  some  time  in  this 
state  l)y  ban(lai|,es  ;  that  afier  a  union  look  phice,  he  removed  sufficient 
flesi)  from  the  adherent  arm  to  Ibrm  a  new  nose,  and  thus  sid)s.ti- 
liited  an  artificial  for  a  real  one.  1  believe,  however,  these  accounts 
to  be  apocryjdial,  and  consider  them  laiher  as  amusing  stories  than 
true  facts." 

Could  Dionis  be  permitted  to  revisit  the  eaith,  he  would  probably  be 
as  much  surprised  at  the  advance  of  science  as  Cicero  is  re|)resented  to 
be  on  his  return  from  the  Stygian  shades.  The  operation  of  Dr.  VV.  is 
certainly  one  of  the  most  remarkable  and  creditable  ever  perfoiined  in 
this  country  ;  it  is  an  operation  which  from  its  diffir-ulties  might  discourage 
even  an  old  surgeon  from  undeitaking  it.  Many,  indeed,  have  pro- 
nounced it  utteily  impracticable.  An  idea  of  the  difficulty  attendini; 
tfiis  operation,  though  necessarily  an  inadequate  one,  may  be  formed 
from  tlie  report  of  Dr.  VV.  B.  B.  A. 
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3IASSACHUSETTS  GENERAL   HOSPITAL. 

From  an  analysis    of  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  the 
following  statistical  facts  have  been  gathered. 

Mmitted  al  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  from  January  1  1836,  to 

January  1,  1837. 

M.Tle->.               Females.  Total. 

Patients  paying  board           -           -           200                61  261 

do.              do.     part  of  time           -           19                11  30 

do.     entirely  free         -         -       -         113                81  194 


Whole  number 

- 

333 

153 

485 

Discharo-ed  durin";  the 

same 

jn 

riod. 

Males. 

FcTiiales. 

Total, 

Well 

-           _           - 

158 

66 

224 

Much  relieved 

-           -          _ 

78 

25 

103 

Relieved 

_ 

31 

21 

52 

Not  relieved 

_         _          -           _ 

37 

18 

55 

Died 

. 

31 

13 

44 

Unfit 

_           -           _          _ 

0 

2 

2 

Eloped 

-          -           -          - 

2 

0 

2 

Whole  number  -  _  _  337  14,5  ^go 

Proportion  of  deaths  to  whole  nimiber  of  results  this  year — I    in   II 
nearly. 

The  free  patients,  though  admitted  in  less  numbers,  have  occupied  on 


Free. 

Paving 

10 

'il 

36 

58 

9 

11 

9 

10 

6 

23 

47 

41 

10 

5 

5 

12 

37 

57 

29 

14 

12 

13 

15 

1 

3 

7 

7 

. 

2 
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the  avernse  about   5-3  of  the   ward   beds.      It  follows  that  ihey    remain 
longer,  and  the  dilFercnce  is — 

Average  time  of  stay  of  ward-paying  patients,  3  1-7  weeks, 
do.         do.         do.         free  do.        5  5-7       do. 

Analysis  of  Faiients. 

Males Sailors  _  _  - 

jMechanics  _  -  - 

Teamsters,  drivers,  &c. 

Farmers         _         -         -         -  - 

Clerks,  traders,  Ste. 

Laborers 

Minors  _         _         -  -  - 

Domestics  _  _  - 

In  private  rooms  _         _  - 

Females Domestics  _  _  - 

Wives  .  _  -  - 

Seamstresses,  tailoresses,  &c. 

Spinsters         _         _         _         - 

Minors         _  _  - 

In  private  rooms         _  _  - 

It  appears  from  this  analysis,  that  more  than  one  quarter  of  the  whole 
number  of  free  patients  were  female  domestics,  and  nearly  another  quar- 
ter laborers,  of  whom  al)out  5-6  were  Irish. 

The  annual  e.xpenses  of  1836  were  $17,950  25.  After  deducting  from 
this  the  charges  of  repairs,  grounds  and  contingencies,  there  remains  a 
sum  which  makes  the  weekly  expense  of  each  patient,  !^,5,84. 

That  portion  of  the  report  which  especially  relates  to  the  McLean 
Asylum  for  the  Insane,  is,  as  usual,  a  very  curious  and  valuable  docu- 
ment. It  shows  the  advancement  which  is  making  in  the  rational,  if  not 
philosophical  management  of  lunatics,  who  from  the  earliest  ages  have 
had  their  miseries  aggravated,  and  their  aberrations  confirmed,  by  the 
harsh  treatment  which  was  meted  out  to  them.  Surely  it  is  a  modern 
discovery,  which  restores  the  insane  to  soundness  of  mind  and  health  of 
body,  by  the  same  course  of  moral  culture  by  which  the  sane  are  ele- 
vated in  the  scale  of  humanity.  Yet  it  is  true  that  the  law  of  kindness, 
the  force  of  example,  and  the  exercise  of  benevolence  towards  the  nmst 
hopeless  maniac,  subdues  the  violence  of  rage  ;  and  if  they  are  not  ulti- 
mately restored  to  the  exercise  of  reason,  their  physical  condition  is  so 
ameliorated,  that  charity  is  encouraged  to  hope  well  for  them.  The  mul- 
tiplication of  these  institutions  in  our  country,  reflects  the  highest  praise 
on  (he  innate  philanthroj)y  of  the  people  who  are  doing  so  much  for  those 
who  were  once  scarcely  considered  to  have  claims  upon  the  world  for  ils 
common  comforts.  They  were  pitied,  but  not  relieved,  for  the  reason 
that  they  were  falsely  supposed  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  moral  influence. 


"  THE   ACCOUCHEURS   VADE   MECUM." 

A  LATE  mail  has  brought  to  our  address  a  ragged  duodecimo  pamphlet  of 
thirty-two  pages,  with  the  above  title,  by  "Doctor  Bennett,"  of  the 
Big-Hocking  Ohio  Medical  Society,  who  appears  to  be  on  the  eve  of  re- 
tiring from  the  chair  of  midwifery  and  the  diseases   of  women  and  chil- 
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dren,  Hygiene  and  JlccUmalemenf,  beside  some  dozen  other  departments, 
for  oiiirht  we  know,  in  \V^illoii«rhl)v  Lriiversiiy,  of  Lal<e  Erie.  It  shows 
great  wisdom  in  the  author  to  resij^fi  as  quiL-kiy  as  possible,  after  having 
dehvered  hirnsell'  of  such  a  production  as  this,  not  one  word  of  which 
appears  to  be  original,  with  the  exception  of  a  little  flattering  unction  ad- 
dressed to  a  squadron  of  students,  beginning  with,  "  gentlemen  of  the  medi- 
cal class." 

If  the  lucid  divisions  of  labor,  by  "Professor  John  Cook  Bennett,  M.D." 
are  calculated  for  the  meridian  ot'  the  Big-Hocking  Ohio  Medical  Society, 
it  would  be  extremely  gratifying  to  knr)w  whether  the  system  of  puzzlitica- 
tion,  so  beautifully  exhibited  in  this  Vade  Mccum,  l)ecomes  more  complex 
as  the  square  of  the  distance  increases  towards  tlie  Rocky  Mountains. 
For  exam|)!e,  page  4 — "  The  left  Oicipito-Cotijloid  Position  of  the  Vertex.''^ 
Again,  here  is  a  very  nice  distinction,  and  withal  very  clearly  expressed 
— a  kin<i  of  whispering  monitor  to  a  young  accoucheur  when  quite  be- 
wildered. Sec.  2,  paire  4 — "  The  Otcipito-Pubal  Position  of  the  Vertex. 
In  this  position,  the  occiput,  with  the  posterior  fontanelle,  places  itself 
behind  the  symphysis  pubis  ;  while  the  sinciput,  with  the  anterior  fonta- 
nelle, offers  before  the  sacro-vertebral  prominence." 

Before  this  medley  of  nonsense  had  a  being,  we  began  to  entertain 
very  favorable  impressions  of  the  character  of  the  Willoughby  Medi<:al 
School  ;  but  if  the  students,  en  masse,  the  [)resident,  five  vice  presidents, 
and  two  secretaries,  can  swallow  such  sliift'  as  the  Accoucheur's  Vade 
]Mecum  is  made  of,  and  call  it  science,  the  Commonwealth  will  be  in  a 
dangerous  condition  when  their  graduates  begin  to  operate.  That  this 
curiosity  in  medical  literature,  which  has  appeared  too  late  for  the  repu- 
tation of  the  sapient  author,  by  at  least  seven  hundred  years,  n)ight  end 
in  character  with  its  beginning,  a  glossary  of  terms  accompanies  tiie  text, 
so  chaste  in  expressions,  that  the  well-bred  gentleman  is  discoverable  in 
it  like  the  flying  Dutchnuin,  always  in  a  mist.  The  dertniiionsof  techni- 
cal words  are  al)ominably  vulgar,  f)bscene,  and  outrageously  disgusting, 
and  enough  to  forl)id  its  introduction  into  the  domicile  of  a  decent  man. 
To  have  said  any  less  than  this  of  the  production  rel'erred  to,  would  have 
been  a  dereliction  of  editorial  duty. 


Fever  Ward. — It  seems  to  be  in  contemplation  by  the  trustees,  to  con- 
struct a  new  ward  at  the  Mass.  Gen.  Hospital,  for  the  exclusive  accotn- 
modati()n  of  patients  afl'ected  with  fevers,  erysipelas,  and  other  diseases 
requirinii  entire  separation  from  others.  The  attending  physicians  are  so 
thorouirhly  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  this  measure,  that  as  soon  as 
funds  can  lie  ol)tained,  a  new  wiui:  will  be  erected.  How  is  it  that  cry- 
sipt'las  is  the  abiding  tenant  of  hospitals  }  St.  Thomas's  has  contended 
with  that  and  the  itch,  half  a  century,  l)Ut  it  has  not  yet  been  successful 
in  dislodging  either.  The  medical  ofiicers  have  been  changed  with  a 
view  of  obtaining  men  who  had  skill  enough  to  disinfect  the  establish- 
ment, but  no  one  has  yet  succeeded. 


Health  officer  of  Liberia.  —David  Francis  Bacon,  M.D  ,  a  young  gentle- 
man of  high  quaiificalions,  and  of  estimal)le  character,  has  been  a|)point- 
ed  principal  colonial  physician  of  Lilieria.  He  lias  for  an  assistant  Dr. 
William  H.  Taylor,  a  free  man  of  color,  educated  to  the  medical  profes- 
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d'lon  by  the  Colonization  Society,  in  whose  good  sense  and  general  ra- 
pacily  and  integrity,  the  managers  have  implicit  coriHdence.  In  1836, 
the  same  society  paid  lor  educating,  maintaining  and  clothmg  a  culorcd 
student  of  medicine,  §iJ-4  75. 


Infirmary  for  Diseases  of  the  Skin. — Dr.  Charles  Gordon,  at  the  corner 
of  Washington  and  Winter  streets,  has  opened  a  house  lor  the  express 
purpose  of  treating  diseases  of  the  skin.  This  is  an  enterprise  in  which 
we  have  long  been  desirous  of  having  some  talented  professional  gentle- 
man eneaae.      He  has  our  best  wishes  for  his  success. 


Discoveries  in  Galvanism. — Dr.  C.  G.  Page,  of  Salem,  Mass.,  has 
made  the  discovery  that  lead,  iron,  or  any  metal,  may  be  substituted  for 
the  expensive  material,  copper,  in  galvanic  batteries,  with  equivalent 
power,  provided  the  exciting  liquid  be  sojrie  acid  holding  some  oxide  of 
copper  in  solution.  This  fail  will  render  this  apparatus  more  accessible 
to  medical  practitioners,  as  the  use  of  lead  or  iron  will  lessen  the  cost 
one  half.  Tlie  effect  is  due  to  the  greater  facility  with  which  copper  de- 
posits upon  other  metals  than  upon  itself. 


Fleet  Surs;eon  to  the  South  Seas. — Dr.  Ticknor,  of  the  Navy,  has  been 
appointed  Fleet  Surgeon  to  the  South  Sea  Exploring  Expedition. 


Diminution  of  the  human  stature. — As  the  population  increases,  the  hti- 
man  stature,  by  the  Malthusian  principle  of  scant  nourishment  must,  in 
the  nature  of  things,  decrease  in  the  general  average.  The  late  general 
orders  for  recruitiiig  in  England,  admit  enlistments  to  the  regiments  of 
the  line  of  persons  rive  ieet  six  inches,  being  o?ie  inch  shorter  than  the 
standard.     The  cavalry  of  the  guards  must  still  be  six  feet. 

Bones  of  the  Ear  in  Cctacece. — It  is  by  the  bones  of  the  ear,  that  M, 
Vanbeneden  proposes  to  determine  the  larger  species  of  Cetacese.  The 
sul>-genns.  Rorqual,  fur  instance,  is  well  ciiaract^'rized,  and  was  not 
known  to  go  so  far  to  the  north  of  the  IMediterranean  as  Ireland,  till 
MM.  Quoy  and  G(;neral  Gaimard  brought  one  of  the  bones  of  the  ear 
from  thence.  This  character  he  thinks  will  be  of  great  use  in  fossil 
geology. 

Errata. — Tn  Dr.  Warren's  report,  page  71,  line  2,  for  fuce  read  feet.  Pao-e  73, 
line  17,  for  19th  read  16th  ;  line  12  from  bottom,  for  lineal  read  linear. 

DiFP,— Tn  P]ymoulh,Ct.  smldenly,  Dr.  Ambrose  E.  Todd, 25.— Tn  New  York, 
Dr.  Joseph  Parker.  01  ;  Dr.  Samuel  TInrt,  25.— At  Staten  Islnnd,  Dr.  Matthins  H. 
WilIiam'<on,  f)2.— On  the  Q.'Sth  of  February,  at  Topsfield,  Essex  County,  Mass. 
Nehemiah  Cleaveland,  M.D.,  aged  70. 

Whf>le  niimher  of  deaths  in  T?osfnn  for  Ihft  week  endinc  ]\!arcli  18.97.     IV^alps,  ]9— reriLilPs,  8. 

Cnnsiiinption.   4 — aponlexy,  9— mortificntioii,  I — qiii'isy,  I  — inorlificntion  in   hend,  1— infaiililp.  r? 

fit^,  1— bilious  fever,  I — lung  fever,  1  -  croup,  ]  —  liiirn,  I— slopp.nge  In  tlie  bowels.  l—di.se.Tse  of  the 
heart  nnd  lungs,  1— diarrhoea,  1 — scarlet  fever,  1 — typhus  lever,  1— old  age,  1— dropsy  on  ilie  brain,  I 
—teething,  1— •tillborn,  4. 
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MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

THE  Siiliscribers  hive  associated  i\ir  iIik  purpose  ot'  uiviug  instniction  to  Mediral  Students.  Oppor- 
tuiiilies  will  be  atf.irdeJ  f.irtlie  observation  of  diseases  and  their  treatment  in  one  of  the  Dispensa- 
ry Di-ilricts  and  at  tile  House  uf  Industry;  and  clinical  instruction  will  be  civen  on  the  cases. 
Weekly  Lectures  and  Reciiaiinns  will  be  given  on  the  various  branches  of  Medical  Science,  and 
a:uple  oi',i.>rtunities  atT.irdsd  tor  (iie  cultivation  ot'  Practical  Auatoniy.  Special  attention  will  be  p'^id 
lo  the  exploration  of  diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Liiiias. 
Applicdtious  may  be  luade  lo  either  ot  the  sjubscribers. 

MARSHALL  S.  PERRY,  M.D. 

AL'GLSTLSA.  GOULIJ.  M.D. 
Nov.  30.  HB.VKV  I.  BOWDi'JCH,  M.D. 

HE.NRV  G.  WILEY,  M.D. 

PROL.APSLTS   UTERI   CURED    BY    EXTERN.AL   APPLICATION. 

DR.  A.  G  HJLL'S  U  rERO. A  BilOMI.N' AL  SL'PPORTl;R  is  .ilieied  to  those  afflicted  with  Prolapsus 
[/■Jeri,  and  other  diseases  dependini;  upon  relaxation  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  as  an  instrument  in 
every  way  calculated  for  relief  and  pennineiit  restoration  to  health.  When  this  iiistriiinent  is  care- 
fully and  i(ro|ier;y  titled  to  the  I'orm  of  thepalienl,  it  invariably  aftords  the  most  iminedinte  immnnity, 
from  the  distressing"  dras^ing  and  bearing  down  "  sensations  which  accompany  nearlyall  visceral  dis- 
place,iients  of  the  abdomen,  and  its  skilful  applicati:iii  is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of 
railical  relief  from  the  patient  herself.  The  Supporter  is  of  simple  constriictiiui,  and  can  be  applied  by 
tlie  piitieiit  w-ith.iut  fiitheraid.  \Vitliin  the  last  two  years  7U0  of  the  L'teio-.'ibdomiiial  Sujiporters 
liave  been  applied  with  the  most  happy  re.^iills. 

Tlie  very  are  it  success  which  this  irislrumeiil  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its  examination 
by  the  Puysician  will  induce  liiin  lo  discard  the  disgusting  pessary  liitheito  in  use.  It  is  gratil\  ing  to 
state,  th  It  it  h  is  injl  the  d.-icilsJ  appr.ibili.iii  of  every  lueuiber  of  the  .Medical  Faculty  who  has  ap- 
plied It,  as  w>-II  IS  every  patient  who  has  worn  il. 

T.ie  ••  lbs  ribirs  ii  iviii^  ba.'^n  apprtinted  a.'enLs  for  the  sale  of  the  above  instruments,  all  orders  ad- 
dressed to  thtfui  will  be  promptly  attended  to.     Price,  .$10. 

Lj»£  4c  Rked,  Koston  ;  David  Kimball,  Poitsmouth,  N.  H.;  Joshua  Dlrgin,  Portland,  Me., 
Joseph  B\lch,Jr.  Providence,  R.  1. ;  Elisha  Edwards,  Springfield,  Jiass.  ;  X.  S.  Wordek, 
BriJgep.irt,  Conn.  Oct.  5 — Gin 

COPLANDS    DICTIONARY,    PART    III. 

A  DicTiosiRT  of  Pra:tic  il  .Jedicine  ;  cniiiorising  General  Patholoay — the  Nature  and  Treatment  of 
Diseises,  .Morbid  Structures,  and  the  disorders  especially  incidental  to  climate,  to  the  sex.  and  to  the 
diif  jreat  ep  >c.'is  of  life — .vith  numerous  prescriptions  lor  the  medicines  recommended,  a  classification 
of  diseases,  accoriling  to  palh.ilogical  principles,  a  copious  Bibliography,  \\  ilh  references,  and  an 
Appendix  of  approved  Formula;  ;  Ilie  while  formrng  a  library  of  I'alhology  and  Practical  Medicine, 
and  a  digest  of  .Me.lical  Literature.  By  Jamks  Coplavd,  M.I).,  Cimsiiliing  Physician  to  Queen  Cliar- 
lolte's  Lying  in  Hospital  ;  Senior  Physician  to  the  Royal  Inrtrinaiy  for  Diseases  of  Chiidrm  ;  Member 
of  til 2  !l  IV  il  ('ol lege  of  Physicians,  L mdiu  ;  .Me.nber  ol  the  leilical  and  Cliinirgical  Societies  of  Lon- 
don and  Berlin,  Sec.  This  day  published  by  VV.  D.  TICKNUR,  corner  of  VVasUingloii  and  School- 
streets.  March  8 

A   BARGAIN. 

A  PHYSICr.W    in   the   County  of  Kennebeck  (.Maine),  wishing  to  leave  the  State,  would  dispose 
of  his  situuinn  or»  ihe  most  reasonable  teniis.     Il  is  an  eligible  stand  for  business,  and  ofleis  a  rare 
opmrtuiiity  firanv  yotin!»  gentleman  wishing  to  engaire  in   the  practice  of  medicine.      For  furtlier 
infiir  n  iii.>n,  inquire  at  this  office— if  bv  letter,  post  paid. 
Feb.  I.  tf 

TO   MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

The  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  instruriing  in  all  the  branches  of  ^ledicine  and 
Surgery.  .\  suitable  rooai  will  be  provideil,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  e.Mensive  inedical 
librarv,  opp  )rtiiiiities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  niie  of  the  di.-trii  is  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  Eye 
and  E  ir  Inrtriniry,  and  of  ailending  a  course  ot  lectuies  on  the  diseases  of  the  e)e. 

A  re;;iil:ir  course  of  recitations  and  examinations  will  include  all  the  requirerl  professional  works. 
An  ito  nical  instruction  and  private  disseciion  will  (oriii  a  prominent  part  in  the  study  ofihe  pupils. 
For  further  information,  appiv  to  either  of  the  subsciibers.  JOH.N  JEFFRIES,  .M.D. 

R.   W.   HOOPER,  M.D. 
Franklin  Street,  JVov.  9,  \836.  NI6— tf  JOII.V  H.   DIX,  .M.D. 

TO   .MEDICAL   STUDENTS. 

Ft.  .\.  DEWAR,  ^I.D.  intends  forming  a  class  for  the  study  of  Dentistry,  in  every  branch.  The  num- 
ber will  be  United,  an  I  each  student  will  hive  an  opporiuiiity  of  becoming  pra'lirally  acqnaiiileil 
with  all  tli«  operatiiius  and  niaiiipulatiinis  requisite.  Dr.  D.  has  provided  a  laite  and  ccuiimi'dious 
work-rnivn  for  their  exclusive  use.  Further  p.irlii-nlars  may  be  learned  by  calling  on  Dr.  Dewar,  No. 
1  .Moiilgoniery  Place.  tf— Oct.  19 

BnHoa,  Ocl.  7,  IMG.  t 


TIE  msTO.V  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOUR.NAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
1).  CL  VPi',  J  1.  at  HI  iV  isliington  Street,  c  orner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  «  hoiii  all  roinmnnitalions 
ni-nt  hs  a  I  lres<ed,  pnii-paid.  it  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  ronlninini;  Ihe  weekly 
n'lin'iBrs  of  the  prereiling  month,  stitched  in  a  cover  J.  V.  C.  S.MITII,  M.D.  Editor.- Pri.-e  .?i3,00  a 
year  in  advance.  «,■;!.. 50  after  three  moiiilis,  and  .%4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.— Agents  allowed 
every  seventh  conv  oralis. — Orders  from  a  ilistance  must  be  accouipaiiitsd  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
■atisfaclory  reference.— Postage  the  name  a«  for  a  newspaper. 
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FISKE  FUND  PRIZE   DISSERTATIONS   OF    THE   RHODE   ISLAND 
MEDICx\L   SOCIETY.— NO.  I.* 

BT    THOMAS    H.    WEBB,    M.D.,    PROVIDEiNCE. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

At  a  meeting  of  ihe  Fiske  Fund  Trustees,  held  at  Providence, 
R.  I.,  on  the  sixth  of  June,  A.  D.  1836,  it  was  decided  that  the  Dis- 
sertation bearing  the  motto,  "  Non  ignara  mali  miseris  succurrere 
disco,^'  and  which,  on  breaking  the  seal  of  the  accompanying  letter,  was 
found  to  be  written  by  Thomas  H.  Webb,  M.D.,  of  Providence,  was 
entitled  to  the  premium  of  foriij  dollars  offered  for  the  best  dissertation 
on  the  question,  "  Wliat  are  the  causes  and  nature  of  Rheumatism,  and 
the  best  mode  of  treatment  to  be  employed  therein?"  In  awarding  the 
premium  to  this  dissertation,  neither  the  Trustees  nor  the  Rhode  Island 
Medical  Society  hold  themselves  responsible  for  the  doctrines  herein  in- 
culcated, treatment  recommended,  or  opinions  advanced. 

Charles  E.   Eldridge, 
Signed,  Samuel  West, 

William  G.  Shaw. 

"  What  are  the  causes  and  wa^wre  o/*  Rheumatism,  and  the  best  mode  of 
treatment  to  be  employed  therein  ?" 

From  the  manner  in  which  the  question  at  the  head  of  this  disserta- 
tion is  worded,  we  presume  it  was  not  the  design  or  wish  of  the  trustees 
that  the  competitors  should  enter  very  largelv,  if  at  all,  into  the  theoreti- 
cal views  of  the  host  of  writers  that  have  for  ages  past  presented  the 
profession  with  their  hypothetical  notions  concerning  this  opprobrium 
medicorum. 

We  likewise  presume  they  did  not  expect  that  a  minute  examination 
of  the  virtues  and  sanative   properties  of  every  article   and   compound, 

*  The  author  of  the  following  dissertation  feels  it  a  duty  he  owes  to  iiiniself  to  make  a  brief  state- 
ment relative  to  it.  For  reasons  unnecessary  here  to  mention,  he  early  decided  not  to  compete  for 
the  premium  vvliich  has  been  awarded  him  ;  and  consequently  he  took  no  measures  for  procuring 
a  stock  of  information  for  the  express  purpose  of  using  on  such  an  occasion.  He  did  not  revoke 
this  decision  until  seventy-two  hours  previous  to  the  e.xpiration  of  the  rime  limited  for  the  reception 
of  dissertations  ;  and  was  th^n  mucli  occupied  by  unprofessional  concerns,  as  well  as  engaged  In  at- 
tending the  business  of  a  fellow  physician  confined  by  sickness.  With  iJie  e.\ception  of  the  case 
quoted,  which  he  already  had  on  hand,  all  his  materials  were  liastily  collected,  and  as  hastily  hud- 
dled together.  He  says  huddled,  because  he  is  well  aware  that  little  method  or  arraneement  is  to  be 
met  with  among  them.  As  a  literary  or  scientific  production,  he  is  sensible  that  this  will  rank  far 
below  mediocrity  ;  and  furthermore  it  is  a  production  of  which  he  feels  not  proud.  It  is  the  matter 
and  not  the  style  to  which  he  would  direct  attention  ;  the  essence  and  not  Ihe  form  :  the  spirit  and  not 
the/raiZ  tenement  which  incloses  it.  He  asks  a  candid  examination  and  fair  trial  of  the  plan  which 
he  advocates,  and  is  willing  to  abide  by  the  issue. 

Protidtncc,  June  30th,  1836. 

8 


118  '  Fisks  Fanl  Prize  Dissertation. 

whicli  has  at  divers  times  been  recoinrneiKled  to  the  facuhy,  would  be 
critically  made,  and  their  comparative  Uierits  and  efficacy  pointed  out  ;  in- 
asmuch as  this  would  pre-suppose  an  extent  of  practical  knowledge,  fa- 
cilities for  observation,  and  opportunities  for  institulinir  comparisons,  with 
whicli  no  one  individual,  situated  as  we  are  in  this  State,  has  ever  been 
favored. 

We  furthermore  conclude  that  by  the  question,  what  is  the  best  treat- 
ment, is  meant,  not  what,  in  all  cases  an(J  under  all  circumstances,  is  the 
best  treatment ;  what  ]S  unifornJi/  so;  but  what  is  the  most  generally 
so  ;  upon  what  treatment  can  we  usually  leiy  with  the  greatest  safety 
and  certainty  of  success.  For  of  all  the  vast  variety  of  medicines, 
which,  from  tin)e  immemorial,  even  down  to  the  present  day,  has  been 
brought  forward,  we  have  no  doubt  that  each  has  proved  and  will  prove 
advantageous,  in  particular  cases  and  under  certain  circuiiistances.  But 
these  cases  and  circumstances  are,  unfortunately,  exceptions  to  the  gen- 
eral range,  and,  consequently,  when  we  base  our  daily  practice  upon  the 
success  with  which  our  efforts  have  been  crowned,  In  pursuing  a  certain 
plan  in  a.  few  given  cases,  tliese  efforts  are  too  often  baulked  by  a  con- 
tinued round  of  disappointment. 

A  wisli  is  expressed  that  the  dissertation  may  be  as  j^ractical  as  pos- 
sible ;  from  which  we  infer,  that  instead  of  a  long  and  learned  and  mi- 
nute compilation,  and  a  fearful  display  of  high  authorities,  and  copious 
extracts  from  divers  sources,  the  result  of  the  writer's  own  experience 
and  observation  is  desired  ;  and  that  it  is  wished  that  whatever  remedies 
he  recommends,  may,  in  so  far  as  possible,  have  their  power  tested 
by  his  own  practice,  and  that  of  those  who  have  been  guided  by  corres- 
ponding views  will)  his  own  ;  in  other  words,  that  he  may  draw  as  little 
on  books,  and  rely  as  much  upon  himself,  and  the  viva  voce  of  others,  as 
possible. 

These  remarks  are  premised  in  consequence  of  the  course  we  have 
marked  out  for  ourselves  in  this  essay  ;  for  although  we  have  circum- 
scribed ourselves  within  very  narrow  limits,  the  labor  required  is  much 
greater,  notwithstanding  the  credit  deserved  will  be,  in  tlie  eyes  of  ordi- 
nary readers,  less,  than  if  we  had  taken  a  wider  range. 

Rheumatism. — Morbus  ab  externa,  et  plerumque  evidente  causa;  py- 
rexia, dolor  circa  articulos,  musculorum  tractum  sequens,  genua  et  re- 
liquos  majores,  potius  quam  pedum  vel  manuum  articulos,  infestans,  calor 
externo  auctus. — Cullen,  CI.  1,  O.  2,  G.  ii-Z. 

Arthrosia  Acuta. — Pain,  inflammation  and  fulness  usually  about  the 
larger  joints  and  sui rounding  muscles  ;  often  wandering  ;  urine  depositing 
a  lateritious  sediment;  fever  a  cauma. — Good,  CI.  3,  Ord.  2,  Gen.  12, 
Spec.  1. 

Arthrosia  Chronica. — Pain,  weakness  and  rigidity  of  the  larger  joints 
and  surrounding  muscles ;  increased  by  motion  ;  relieved  by  warmth  ; 
limbs  spontaneously  or  easily  growing  cold  ;  fever  and  swelling  slight, 
often  imperceptible. — Good,  CI.  -3,  Ord.  2,  Gen.  12,  Spec.  2. 

The  above  definitions  embrace  the  symptoms  which,  as  we  under- 
stand, constitute  the  disease  under  consideration.  According  to  Marti- 
net, there  is  *'  Pain,  more  or  less  acute,  producing  a  gnawing  sensation, 
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increased  by  the  action  of  the  affected  muscles  ;  accompanied,  particular- 
ly in  acute  cases,  with  swelling  and  slight  redness  of  the  integuments  ; 
generally  brou<rht  on  by  cold  and  moisture.  It  is  liable  to  sudden  me- 
tastasis to  the  muscles  of  a  different  region  or  to  the  joints  ;  when  it  is 
severe  and  very  painful,  it  causes  fever  and  various  constitutional  symp- 
toms. The  muscles  most  generally  attacked,  are  those  on  the  back  of 
neck,  the  parietes  of  the  thorax,  and  the  lumbar  region.  When  the 
joints  are  affected  there  is  an  acute  lancinating  pain  in  them,  increased 
by  motion  or  the  slightest  pressure,  and  accompanied  by  a  greater  or 
less  degree  of  swelling,  and  sometimes  of  inflammation  of  the  skin,  with 
perceptible  fluctuation.  It  niost  commonly  attacks  the  large  joints,  as 
the  knee,  the  wrist,  the  elbow.  When  the  disease  comes  on  gradually, 
or  when  it  becomes  chronic,  no  swelling  is  observed  ;  the  pains  are 
felt  only  at  irregular  intervals  ;  sometimes,  however,  though  rarely,  they 
are  continued,  but  in  almost  every  instance  they  are  increased  by 
changes  in  the  atmosphere  or  by  cold.  This  affection  is  generally  very 
tedious,  lasting  for  many  weeks,  and  in  some  instances  for  years,  and  after 
it  has  ceased  is  very  liable  to  return." — L.  Martinets  Manual  of  F a- 
tkology. 

As  regards  its  nature,  it  is  very  generally,  if  not  indeed  universally, 
acknowledged  to  be  inflammatory  ;  as  to  its  seat,  that  it  is  located  in  the 
muscular,  and  the  fibrous  or  synovial  tissues. 

"  It  is,"  says  Dr.  Page,  "  an  affection  of  the  tendinous  structure,  oc- 
cupying principally  the  fascias,  the  ligaments,  and  bursae,  the  tendons  and 
their  aponeurotic  expansions,  and  penetrating  the  muscles  by  those 
thecae  which  involve  and  bind  together  the  lasciculi  of  fibres  of  which 
these  are  composed."  To  the  opinion  of  Carmichael  Smith,  that  the 
muscular  fibres  are  the  seat  of  disease,  of  Dr.  Motherby  that  the  cel- 
lular substance  is,  and  of  others  that  the  coats  of  the  arteries  themselves 
are,  it  is  objected  by  Dr.  Page,  that  "  when  inflanmiation  is  neglected 
in  one  or  the  other  of  these  systems,  it  manifests  a  disposition  to  run  on 
to  suppuration  ;  while  this  is  very  rarely  the  case  in  rheumatism,  and 
the  sudden  translations  of  the  disease  show  a  wide  difference  between  it 
and  common  phlegmon." 

But  L.  Martinet,  whose  opportunities  for  pathological  investigations  at 
the  Hotel  Dieu  were  verv  great,  gives  the  muscular  tissue  as  one  loca- 
tion, and  observes  of  the  anatomical  character  of  the  disease  when  thus 
seated,  "  If  the  inflammation  has  been  very  intense,  pus  is  sometinies 
found  infiltrated  into  the  part  affected,  or  even  collected  so  as  to  form  an 
abscess.  The  substance  of  the  muscle  is  softened,  of  a  reddish  brown 
color,  easily  torn,  and  contains  a  bloody  serum."  Farther,  he  observes, 
"The  articulations  are  filled  wiih  purulent  matter  of  various  consistence, 
or  with  a  bloody  serum;  the  synovial  membrane  is  often  found  injected, 
swollen,  and  in  some  cases  altogether  destroyed  ;  the  articular  cartilages 
have  partly  disappeared,"  and  finally,  "  pus  is  sometimes  found  effused 
round  the  joint,  or  into  the  sheaths  of  the  tendons."  From  which  it 
appears  that  here,  as  well  as  in  other  cases  of  inflammation,  should  it 
but  extend  to  a  certain  degree,  suppuration  is  the  consequence. 
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That  the  inflammation  in  tliis  disease  varies  from  ordinary  inflamma- 
tion, we  think  cannot  be  doubted  ;  but  this  very  variation  is  probably 
the  reason  why  suppuration  does  not  more  geneially  occur  ;  yet  the 
occurrence  of  it  in  aggravated  cases  sliows  that  the  true  character,  how- 
ever much  it  is  kept  in  abeyance,  will  at  times  manifest  itself. 

On  the  other  hand  this  same  inodiflcation  which  constitutes  the  dif- 
ference between  it  and  ordinary  inflanunation  is  a  sufficient  reason,  we 
consider,  why  a  treatment  that  is  deemed  inappropriate  or  injurious  in 
the  latter,  may  prove  suitable  and  highly  salutary  in  the  former. 

As  to  the  cause  of  rheumatism,  it  is  for  tlie  most  part  to  be  attributed 
to  an  undue  exposure  to  cold  and  moisture,  in  whatever  way,  or  under 
whatever  circumstances  this  may  take  place  ;  as  by  being  in  a  damp 
situation,  by  sitting  in  a  current  of  air  whilst  overheated,  or  in  a  state  of 
pers[)iration,  &ic.  ;  though  where  there  exists  a  peculiar  tendency  to 
rheumatic  action,  from  hereditary  predisposition,  or  other  cause,  it  may 
be  called  into  operation  by  any  other  excitant  of  inflammatory  fever;  a 
sprain,  a  bruise,  or  fall,  will  often  rouse  up,  or  have  as  a  sequence,  some 
rheumatic  affection. 

The  two  grand  divisions  of  this  disease  have  been  into  acute  and 
chronic;  though  Dr.  Sherman  (in  the  London  Medical  Repository  and 
Review),  in  speaking  of  the  distinction  between  rheumatism  and  inflam- 
mation, condemns  this  division.  He  considers  the  chronic  form  as  the 
actual  disease  ;  and  the  acute  as  a  mere  variety  occurring  in  vigorous 
habits,  and  so  modified  as  to  affect  the  whole  system.  But  in  both 
cases,  the  disease  is  farther  divided,  and  has  had  specific  names  bestow- 
ed, according  to  the  particular  portion  of  the  system  where  it  develops 
itself:  hence  we  speak  of  lumbago  ;  sciatica;  arthritis,  or  articular  rheu- 
matism; myositis,  or  muscular  rheun)atism  ;  torticolli,  or  rheumatism  of 
the  neck;  pleurodynia,  or  rheumatism  of  the  parietes  of  the  chest,  or 
intercostal  muscles. 

The  general  character  of  the  disease  continues  the  same,  under  all  of 
these  modifications,  and  consequently  one  general  therapeutic  plan 
should  form  the  basis  of  our  treatment ;  those  particular  medicines  being 
used  as  adjuvants  which  experience  has  taught  us  are  most  suitable  to 
meet  the  diverse  exigencies  of  cases,  as  they  may  arise.  It  is  the  gen- 
era? plan  of  treatment  that  we  shall  chiefly  dwell  upon. 

Treatment. — This  disease  has  been  treated  by  venesection,  cincho- 
na, colchicum,  arsenic,  mercury,  antimony,  senega,  sulphur,  ammonia, 
camphor,  turpentine,  stramonium,  digitalis,  cathartics,  sudorifics,  anti- 
spasmodics, &ic.  Sic,  internally  administered  ;  and  by  endermic  medica- 
tion, by  electricity,  acupuncture,  moxibustion,  vapor  baths,  fumigations, 
washes,  liniments,  evaporating  lotions,  episjjastics,  sinapisms,  leeching, 
cupping,  &;c.  he,  externally  applied. 

We  thus  at  once  launch  fortli  upon  an  ocean  of  remedies  ;  and  cor- 
rect must  be  his  chart,  skilful  the  helstnan,  who  is  enabled  safely  to  steer 
his  course  amidst  the  various  shoals  and  quicksands  that  present,  and  to 
shun  the  eddying  whirlpools  that  he  may  unwarily  approach.  We  shall 
not  dare  to  attempt  the  discussion  of  the  virtues  of  the  almost  innumerable 
articles  which  have  been  prescribed  for  this  indomitable  adversary  ;  for  a 
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simple  description  would  outvie  tlie  bulkiest  treatise  on  the  materia 
medica,  ever  issued  froni  the  groaning  press.  Much  less  shall  we  enter 
into  a  detail  of  the  many  nostra  and  patent  medicines  that  have  been, 
and  still  are,  trumpeted  round  as  sure  and  never-failing  specific?. 

It  is  in  such  diseases  we  see  well  exemplified  the  ardent  love  of  mys- 
tery, and  the  strong  attachment  to  novelty,  that  beset  mankind  ;  their 
easy  submission  to  quackery  and.  imposition  ;  their  great,  their  almost 
uncontrollable  propensity  and  ready  willingness  to  confide  in  the  unlimit- 
ed assertions  and  unqualified  protestations  of  every  unprincipled,  disre- 
putable, and  brazenfaced  impostor  that  presents  himself,  notwithstanding 
the  re|)eated  fleecings  to  which  they  have  been  subjected  by  the  modern 
ra^npyres  of  the  same  "  kith  and  kin  "  that  preceded  him  ;  and  more 
than  all,  their  firm  and  resolute  refusal  to  profit  by  dear-bought  experi- 
ence, which,  in  all  other  concerns  of  life,  teaches  so  useful  and  so  long- 
remembered  a  lesson. 

We  shall  speak  briefly  of  a  few  of  the  most  prominent  and  powerful 
of  the  remedial  agents  just  specified. 

The  first  in  rank  is  venesection,  which  has  been  alternately  lauded  as 
the  most  salutary,  and  condemned  as  the  most  unsafe  and  injurious 
means  to  which  resort  can  be  had  in  rheumatism.  Rush,  Pringle,  and  a 
host  of  others,  were  advocates  for  it,  both  in  acute  and  chronic  cases  ; 
whilst  Fordyce  and  other  physicians  were  opposed  to  it.  In  all  cases  of 
metastasis  there  can  be  but  one  opinion  with  regard  to  the  importance  of 
bleeding,  where  the  vigor  of  the  constitution  will  admit  of  it  ;  and  this, 
whether  the  metastasis  be  to  the  brain,  the  heart,  the  diaphragm,  or 
other  vitally  important  part. 

As  a  general  rule,  however,  profuse  or  oft-repeated  venesection  is  not 
approved  of  at  the  present  day  ;  •'  as  the  course  of  the  disease  is  seldom 
shortened  by  it,  even  in  strong  constitutions,  while  in  weak  habits,  or 
where  there  is  a  tendency  to  any  disease  of  internal  organs,  we  not  un- 
freqnently  find  some  metastatic  action  set  up,  sooner  or  later,  which  is  of 
much  more  serious  consequence  than  the  original  malady." 

A  mode  of  treatment  directly  adverse  to  the  above,  has  also  been  as 
ardently  espoused  and  as  strenuously  condemned  ;  we  mean,  by  the  use  of 
cinchona.  Drs.  Morton,  Haygarth,  Fordyce  and  Fothergill,  spoke  in 
the  highest  terms  of  its  employment,  whether  the  cases  were  acnte  or 
chronic.  Indeed  Dr.  Fordyce  states,  that  for  fifteen  years  he  had  re- 
linquished venesection  for  bark,  and  that  he  had  met  with  few  cases  of 
metastasis  ;  although  when  he  depended  upon  copious  bleeding,  they 
were  frequent.  Dr.  Haygarth  says  that  the  bark  lailed  him  in  but  four 
out  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  cases,  which  embraced  those  of  every 
modification,  both  acute  and  chronic  ;  from  which  he  inferred  that  "  bark 
does  not  cure  an  ague  so  certain  and  so  quickly,  as  it  does  the  acute 
rheumatism." 

On  the  other  hand.  Dr.  Cullen  and  many  others  discountenanced  its 
employment.  "  I  hold  it,"  says  Dr.  Cullen,  "  to  be  manifestly  hurt- 
ful;  especially  in  the  beginning  and  in  the  truly  inflaujuiatory  state  " 
of  acute  rheumatism.  Dr.  Parry  says,  in  one  case  of  a  remittent  char- 
acter, cinchona  succeeded   perfectly,  but  in  others  it   was  ihougiit  to  be 
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useful  only  because  by  its  exhibition  the  use  of  more  dangerous  reme- 
dies was  prevented.  "  As  far  as  my  observation  extends,"  says  Bed- 
ing6eld  (of  the  Bristol  Infirinary,  Eng.),  "  bark  has  generally  been 
injurious." 

Few,  we  conclude,  would  now  resort  to  this  article,  excepting  during 
the  period  of  convalescence,  or  where  great  prostration  or  extreme  de- 
bility is  present,  or  threatening  to  supervene,  or  where  the  disease  as- 
sumes an  intermittent  or  remittent  type. 

Perhaps  no  remedy  has  met  with  more  favor  of  late  years,  than  col- 
chicnm,  in  this  country,  as  well  as  abroad.  We  have  seen  it  used  with 
very  decided  advantage  in  the  Massachusetts  Hospital  and  elsewhere  : 
on  the  other  hand  we  have  often  been  disappointed  with  it ;  one  proba- 
ble cause  of  which,  we  will  hereafter  note.  The  cases  in  which  this  is 
particularly  applicable,  according  to  W.  Gordon,  of  Edinburgh,  are, 
where  the  pain  is  always  increased  by  motion  or  cold,  but  invariably 
relieved  by  the  application  of  warmth.  He  prescribes  it  in  the  dose  of 
one  or  two  drachms  of  the  tincture,  three  or  four  times  per  day,  which 
usually  acts  upon  the  bowels  and  often  produces  relief  There  seems 
to  be  some  diversity  of  opinion  whether  the  vinous  or  acetous  tincture, 
the  bulb,  or  the  seeds,  be  preferable  for  use. 

The  Messrs.  Haden,  who  devoted  much  attention  to  the  subject,  em- 
ployed the  dried  bulbs  in  connection  with  a  neutral  salt,  as  sulphate  of 
potash  ;  e.  g.  in  acute  cases,  Islv.  Haden,  sen.  gave  from  two  to  eight 
grains  of  colchicum,  with  one  scruple  of  sulphate  of  potash,  in  rose  wa- 
ter, every  four  or  six  hours,  according  to  circumstances  ;  in  chronic 
cases,  a  daily  morning  dose  of  five  grains  of  colchicum,  with  a  scruple 
of  sidphate  of  potash,  in  a  draught  of  warm  water,  to  be  repeated  if 
necessary  for  weeks,  with  any  purgative  adjunct  required.  ]\lr.  Haden, 
jr.'s  rules  are  nearly  the  same  ;  his  formula  is — R.  colchici  pulv.  1 
part ;  potass,  carb.  3  part;  potass,  sulph.  5  part.  M.  Pro  dos.  3J-  ter  vel 
quatuor  in  die.  cum  Ib.ss.  aq.  tepid  ;  in  effervescent,  cum  ac.  tartaric  vel 
citric.  After  purging,  the  colchicum  may  be  given  alone,  if  this  mix- 
ture is  likely  to  be  ill  borne.  Children's  doses,  from  two  to  sixteen 
grains. 

Dr.  Hawkins  thinks  that  '"'  Some  advantage  has  resulteil  from  the  dis- 
tinction of  fibrous  from  synovial  rheumatism  ;  as  colchicum  has  been 
found  to  be  almost  a  specific  in  the  cure  of  the  latter,  though  it  fre- 
quently disa])i)oints  us  in  the  former." 

It  diminishes  action  without  producing  any  inanition  of  physical  pow- 
er, and  consequently  is  well  adapted  to  those  cases  where  depletion  seems 
requisite,  and  yet  from  the  delicacy  of  the  constitution  we  demur  re- 
specting the  pro]iriety  of  employing  the  lancet.  We  generally  have 
used  the  jiowdered  seeds,  giving  as  a  medium  dose  gr.  2  1-2,  guarded 
with  the  third  or  fourth  of  a  arain  of  opium. 

The  arsenical  solution,  liq.  potass,  arsenit.  has  been  considerably 
employed,  especially  in  cases  of  a  remittent  or  intermittent  form  ;  and 
has  been  highly  extolled  by  Mr.  Bedingfield,  as  one  of  ''  the  most  pow- 
erful remedies  for  the  removal  of  chronic  rheumatism." 

(To  be  continued.) 
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POISONOUS   PARTRIDGES. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — It  occasionally  happens  that  persons  are  made  sick  by  eating 
partriii^es.*  Tlie  cause  of  this  I  have  never  heard  satisfactorily  explain- 
ed. Perhaps  some  of  your  readers  may  be  enablerl  to  enliji,hten  us  on 
the  subject,  and  with  this  view  I  lake  the  liberty  of  calling  their  atten- 
tion to  it. 

Cases  of  illness  produced  in  this  way  most  usually  occur  in  February 
and  March,  though  they  have  been  met  with  in  the  early  part  of  Janu- 
ary. They  are  said  to  be  most  frequent  in  those  seasons  in  which  the 
ground  is  well  covered  with  snow,  which  is  supposed  to  deprive  the 
partridge  of  its  accustomed  food  and  compel  it  to  feed  on  the  buds  and 
berries  of  some  noxious  plants. 

Some  are  of  opinion  that  the  birds  can  partake  of  this  food  without 
injury  to  themselves,  whilst  it  imparts  so  poisonous  a  quality  to  their 
flesh  as  to  produce  severe  illness  in  those  who  eat  of  it.  Others  believe 
that  these  buds  and  berries  sometimes  poison  and  kill  the  partridges : 
that  unprincipled  individuals  offer  these  birds  for  sale,  and  it  is  only  the 
flesh  of  those  that  have  been  in  this  way  destroyed,  that  is  capable  of 
producins;  deleterious  effects. 

It  is  desirable  to  know  if  any  of  these  opinions  be  correct.  It  would 
also  be  important  to  ascertain  if  it  be  the  food  of  the  partridge  that  ren- 
ders its  flesh  poisonous,  what  this  food  is,  and  what  principle  it  contains 
that  is  capable  of  exerting  so  powerful  an  influence  on  the  luunan  system. 

A  severe  case  of  sickness,  produced  in  this  way,  which  came  under 
my  care  the  last  week,  has  naturally  called  my  attention  to  the  subject. 
I  hope  that  some  of  your  intelligent  correspondents  in  the  country  will 
be  able  to  throw  some  light  on  this  point,  and  they  may  be  sure  that 
any  information  they  may  give  will  be  interesting  both  to  the  physician 
and  the  naturalist.  Yours  respectfully. 

Boston,  March  21  s^  1837.  Geo.  Hayward. 


MEDICAL   BOTANY.— NO.  I. 

BY    SAMUEL  A.  TOOTH  \KER,  IM.D.,  CAMBRIDGK. 

[Communicated  for  the  Hosion  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. J 

The  term  "  IVIedical  Botany  "  has  come  to  be  used  for  so  many  pur- 
poses of  late,  that  it  conveys  but  a  vague  idea  of  something,  understood 
only  by  reading  the  article  to  which  it  serves  as  an  introduction,  or  by 
an  acquaintance  with  him  who  ventures  to  use  an  expression  which  has 
been  so  often  appropriated  to  fraudulent  purposes  as  to  become  unmean- 
ing, if  not  disgusting.  It  has  been  claimed,  exclusively,  by  tll0^e  who 
boast  of  "  Indian  skill,"  and,  ignorant  even  of  botanical  names,  pretend 

•  It  is  pprhaps  hardly  necessary  to  observe  that  the  partridge  of  New  England  is  at  the  South  called 
pheasant ;  it  is  the  Tetrao  Uinbellus  of  Linnsus. 
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to  cure  all  diseases  by  administering  a  few  herbs  in  decoction,  affirming 
that  "  Balsam  of  Liverwort  "  will  surely  heal  the  liver,  Lungwort,  the 
lungs,  and  Boneset  will  cure  the  bones. 

But  '-'  Medical  Botany,"  says  the  Thoinsonian,  "  is  a  term  which  be- 
longs only  to  me."  He  uses  cayenne  pepper,  lobelia,  hemlock  bark, 
gura  myrrh,  and  a  few  other  articles,  not  amounting  to  one  fourth  part 
the  number  of  botanical  remedies  in  the  materia  medica  of  the  regular 
practitioner,  yet  "  xMedical  Botany"  is  his  favorite  term.  He  thinks  it 
more  popular  than  "  Steam  Doctor,"  or  "  Stimulator,"  in  these  temper- 
ance days. 

Two  or  three  years  since,  notice  was  given  in  the  churches  in  Lowell, 
that  a  public  lecture  on  medical  botany  would  be  given  on  a  succeeding 
evening  in  the  town  hall.  The  hall  was  filled  ;  but  the  language  of 
the  lecturer  was  so  disgusting,  as  he  hurled  anathemas  at  the  medical 
science,  that  nearly  the  whole  audience  soon  retired — not,  however,  till 
the  speaker  had  identified  himself  with  the  steam  doctors. 

Recently,  "  Botanical  Physician  "  has  been  generally  applied  to  those 
who  use  cayenne,  lobelia  and  steam  ;  while  others  must  seek  some  other 
name,  as  Vegetable  or  Root  Doctor. 

1  need  not  say,  that  neither  of  the  two  classes  of  "  doctors/^  of  which 
I  have  spoken,  has,  generally,  any  correct  knowledge  of  the  science  of 
Botany.  Consequently,  they  must  be  liable  often  to  mistake  one  plant 
for  another  of  the  same  vulgar  name.  This,  too,  is  a  suflicient  reason 
why  country  practitioners  should  give  particular  attention  to  the  botani- 
cal characteristics  of  the  plants  they  use  in  medicine,  and  recommend  to 
others,  and  by  which  they  are  surrounded.  1  tell  no  new  thing,  when  1 
say  that  many  of  the  indigenous  plants  with  which  our  country  abounds, 
are  among  the  most  valuable  remedies  in  our  materia  medica.  Arid, 
doubtless,  very  many  of  their  therapeutical  properties  are  }et  unknown, 
alike  to  the  regular  j)liysician  and  the  deluded  and  boasting  empiric. 

To  the  scientific  physician  belongs  the  labor,  and  on  him  devolves 
the  duty,  of  investigating  their  properties,  giving  their  botanical  descrip- 
tions, and  influencing  the  ajiothecary  to  supply  his  shop  with  those 
which  are  most  valuable.  This  labor,  if  performed  at  all,  will  not  be 
done  with  any  degree  of  accuracy  by  the  illiterate  pretender.  Much 
has  been  done  recenily,  by  medical  men,  towards  giving  to  this  subject, 
at  least,  "  a  local  habitation  and  a  name  ;"  but  the  field  is  only  opened 
before  us  for  investigation,  and  a  few  isolated  points  determined.  If  I 
can  succeed  in  calling  the  attention  of  any,  better  qualified  than  myself, 
to  the  .subject,  by  imperfectly  sketching  the  botanical  characteristics  and 
medical  properties  of  a  few  medicinal  plants,  I  shall  be  fully  compensat- 
ed for  any  labor  I  may  bestow  upon  it. 
March,  1837. 

Note. — Dr.  Toothaker  has  no  competitor,  at  this  particular  time,  and 
his  communications,  which  are  to  be  of  a  practical  character,  judging 
from  this  introtluction,  will  doubtless  be  well  received  by  our  readers. 
Punctuality  being  the  life  of  business,  the  numbers  are  expected  to  suc- 
ceed each  other  with  regularity  and  order.  —  Ed. 
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THE   INFLUENZA   IN  LONDON. 

Mention  has  already  been  made  in  the  Journal  of  the  extensive  preva- 
lence of  this  disease  in  various  parts  of  Europe.  Its  nature  and  treat- 
ment were  discussed  at  several  meetings  of  the  London  Medical  Society 
in  January,  at  one  of  which  Dr.  Clutlerbuck  presented  a  paper  contain- 
ing his  views  of  the  epidemic. 

After  speaking  of  the  great  interest  attaching  to  the  subject,  the  au- 
thor remarked  that  epidemics  of  this  kind  had  been  known  for  about 
three  hundred  years,  and  that  there  had  probably  been  many  before,  not 
recorded,  though  it  was  likely  that  their  history  would  be  of  little  benefit 
as  affording  precedents  for  the  treatment  of  the  present  general  catarrh, 
since  all  epidemics  were  more  or  less  modified  by  circumstances.  In 
the  present  epidemic  the  great  outline  of  symptoms  was  strikingly  simi- 
lar in  the  generality  of  cases,  tliough  variations  existed  in  particular  in- 
stances. It  generally  commenced  with  a  chill,  followed  by  rigors,  then 
heat  and  dryness  of  the  skin,  sneezing,  lachrymation,  and  pains  in  the 
head,  back,  and  limbs,  with  a  frequent  and  small  pulse,  white  tongue, 
and  watchfulness.  It  bore  in  many  particulars  a  strong  likeness  to  the 
measles,  and  the  author  had  occasionally  expected  to  see  the  eruption 
of  that  disease  in  cases  which  occurred  in  children,  but  of  course  he  did 
not  detect  it.  In  some  patients  there  was  sore  throat;  in  more  severe 
ones,  vomiting  and  delirium  ;  and  in  one  case  he  had  seen  actual  phreni- 
tis.  The  .symptoms,  however,  were,  generally,  slight  and  trivial,  like 
those  of  common  catarrh,  generally  lasting  ten  or  twelve  days.  If  the 
bed  was  kept  for  a  couple  of  days  a  perspiration  broke  out,  and  the  case 
went  on  well.  The  nature  of  the  disease,  he  should  say,  was  specific, 
arising  from  a  specific  cause — using  the  word  sjjecijic  to  distinguish  it 
from  common  disease — taking  on  all  the  characters  of  ordinary  catarrh, 
with  the  addition  of  cerebral  disease.  We  were  ignorant  of  the  cause 
of  the  disease,  but  it  was  evidently,  directly  or  indirectly,  connect- 
ed with  atmospheric  changes  ;  but  whether  resulting  from  a  physical 
change  in  the  atmosphere  itself,  or  from  the  air  becoming  the  vehicle  of 
some  noxious  matter,  was  a  mystery.  All  means  of  prevention  were, 
therefore,  unavailable.  In  the  treatment,  its  specific  nature  must  not  be 
forgotten.  It  ivould  run  its  course.  The  object,  therefore,  was  simply 
to  palliate,  not  to  aim  at  a  cure.  In  the  majority  of  cases  little  or  no 
medical  treatment  was  required,  but  where  the  fever  ran  high,  or  the 
pain  in  the  head  was  intense,  or  respiration  was  difficult,  or  pain  in  the 
chest  was  severe,  with  harassing  cough,  a  high  degree  of  arterial  ex- 
citement was  denoted,  requiring  antiphlogistic  treatment,  and  bloodletting, 
as  the  most  effectual  means,  was  to  be  resorted  to.  This  should  be  em- 
ployed as  early  as  possible.  Eight  or  ten  ounces  taken  away  during  the 
excitement  considerably  mitigated  all  the  symptoms;  the  pulse  became 
slower,  the  skin  moist,  and,  if  the  lungs  were  affected,  that  sub-acute  in- 
flammatory state  which  engendered  phthisis  was  prevented.  If,  at  a 
later  period  of  the  attack,  inflammatory  symjitoms  again  appeared, 
bleeding  was  again  to  be  emplo)  ed,  tliough  not  to  the  same  extent  as  at 
first.     Regarding  the  strength  and  age  of  the  patient,  the  author  did  not 
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consider  that  either  infancy  or  old  age  opposed  decided  objections  to 
bleeding,  where  the  syniptonis  api^eared  to  require  it  ;  but  in  those  two 
conditions  it  was  necessary  to  resort  to  the  depletion  early.  He  did  not 
place  much  reliance  on  the  other  means  which  had  been  recommended, 
such  as  tartar  emetic,  mercury,  or  camphor.  Indeed,  he  had  seen  a 
case  in  which  the  disease  attacked  a  person  affected  with  ptyalism,  with- 
out mitigation  of  the  severity  of  the  epidemic.  Blistering,  after  vene- 
section, was  occasionally  useful.  Opium  must  be  used  with  the  greatest 
caution.  In  old  catarrh  little  good  could  be  done.  True,  stimulants 
might  be  employed,  but  to  stimulate  was  not  to  strengthen.  The  blood, 
in  all  cases,  presented  the  usual  intiammatory  characters. 
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This  is  not  a  medical  book,  nor  would  we  have  now  noticed  it,  but  that 
the  principal  character  is  one  of  our  craft  and  thereby  comes  under  our 
supervision.  TS'or  even  on  this  ground  alone  would  we  speak  of  it  here  ; 
but  it  has  so  many  excellencies,,  and  is  so  popular  and  read  so  extensive- 
ly, (hat  we  fear  its  virtues  will  give  wide  currency  to  its  vices,  and,  as 
far  as  its  influence  goes,  encourage  the  notion  that  success  is  the  great 
and  only  thing  to  be  thought  of  by  the  young  physician,  no  matter  how 
pitiful  the  means  nor  how  improbable  the  circumstances  by  which  it  is 
obtained. 

Dr.  Fulton  is  poor,  yet  marries  at  the  outset  of  his  attempt  at  practice. 
Here  he  was  with  a  family,  bat  without  any  means  of  support.  The  or- 
dinary and  natural  course,  in  the  commencement  of  our  professional  life 
in  the  city,  is  to  get,  now  and  then,  a  poor  patient,  while  the  calls  to 
those  who  pay,  are  few  and  far  between  ;  and  if  the  young  physician  get 
enourrh  to  pay  his  own  personal  expenses  the  first  year  or  two,  and  that 
with  the  most  rigid  economy,  he  does  well.  But  our  doctor  cannot  wait; 
he  has  already  doubled  his  expenses,  and  the  author  gives  him  good 
business  enough  to  meet  them  punctually  every  quarter.  Dr.  Fulton, 
not  content  with  the  usual  and  honorable  ways  of  gaining  friends,  puts 
up  a  sign  over  the  door — Practises  for  the  poor  gratis.  These 
means  not  answering  his  ends,  our  delicate  doctor  adds  another — Fur- 
nishes   MEDICI.N'ES    TO    THOSE    WHO     CANNOT     .AFFORD     TO    PAY    FOR    THE.'M. 

This  is  true  neither  in  fact  nor  by  supposition — for  no  respectable  phy- 
sician ever  has  done  or  would  do  this  to  ol)tain  practice  in  lioslon. 
Ours  is  a  modest  prolV;ssion — no  member  of  it  may  profess  peculiar  vir- 
tue or  jienerosity — we  arc  not  to  l)la/,nn  our  own  promises  of  good,  nor 
our  sl<ill — we  are  all  willing  to  advise  the  poor  without  f(!e — and  none 
would  put  forth  a  sign  to  this  efl'ect,  any  more  than  that  he  does  not  steal 
nor  give  poison. 

What  other  acts  Dr.  Fulton   used   to  gain  business,  is  not  revealed  in 
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the  book — but   from  these  specimens,  we  presume    he  had   no  very  nice 
notions  of  professional  courtesy  and  honor. 

There  is  indeed  a  stroiijj  temptation  to  resort  to  im|)roper  acts  to  get 
business;  the  usual  term  of  pu|)ilage  is  insufficient  even  to  lay  open  the  vast 
extent  ot  knowledge  necessary  for  medical  practice — our  new  graduates 
cannot  possibly  have  done  more  tluin  to  acquaint  themselves  with  the 
general  principles  of  disease.  It  is  an  absurdity  to  suppose  that  any  one 
can  have  peculiar  kntjuledge  above  his  fellows.  Keither  skill  in  diagno- 
sis nor  in  the  application  of  niedicine  can  have  been  acquired.  The 
young  physician  is  and  must  be  a  novice  in  the  art  until,  l)y  patient  dili- 
gence, he  gradually  gains  both  knowledge,  and  the  confidence  of  the 
people  that  naturally  grows"  out  of  it.  Thus  his  professional  reputation 
is  built  on  a  good  foundation,  and  will  bring  forth  rich  fruits  of  employ- 
ment and  pavment. 

There  is  danger  of  attempting  to  make  ourselves  popular  at  the  ex- 
pense of  truth,  by  pretending  atiection  which  we  have  not  for  people  ; 
but  we  cannot  indeed  fall  at  once  violently  in  love  with  all  our  new 
neighbors,  nor  at  once  become  very  familiar  with  men  and  women  with 
whom  we  have  no  sympathy.  We  can  or  ought  to  be  courteous  and  po- 
lite to  all  within  our  reach  ;  but  to  make  a  show  of  affectionate  anxiety 
for  all  we  meet,  and  particularly  for  the  subject  of  a  cough — to  pretend 
great  fear  for  one  sick  of  a  fever,  though  not  under  our  care — to  inquire 
of  the  friends  or  family,  with  apparent  interest,  for  one  sick  under  anoth- 
er's charge — to  visit  a  v,'oman  enceinte  assiduously,  in  whose  family  we 
are  not  the  physician  or  are  not  bespoken — to  speak  much  of  our  j)rac- 
(ice — to  tell  of  our  cases  and  visits,  or  our  theory  of  disease,  among  our 
friends  or  in  public — to  ride  more  than  we  are  called — to  give  the  im- 
pression that  we  are  oppressed  with  business  or  care,  or  are  especially 
faithful  in  our  attendance  upon  our  patients,  and  that  their  welfare  lays 
heavily  on  our  souls — to  believe  <iurselves,  or  let  our  friends  believe, 
that  the  perhaps  accidental  coincidence  of  our  attendance  with  the  con- 
valescence of  our  patients,  is  certain  proof  of  our  skill — to  let  our 
friends  visit  the  patients  of  others,  and  assure  them  that  we  have  been 
exceedingly  successful  in  treating  exacihj  suck  cases  as  theirs  ; — these 
arts  are  too  mean,  too  shallow  to  be  practised  by  any  respectable  mem- 
ber of  our  profession.  We  know  they  are  som.etimes  used  by  the  cun- 
ning and  the  simple  with  success  ;  and  these  are  apt  to  suppose  that  the 
end  justifies  the  means  ;  but  this  flush  of  business  is  no  proof  of  their 
merit. 

We  are  well  aware  that  the  early  life  of  a  physician  is  full  of  painful 
trials,  and  hope  of  prosperity  deferred  almost  makes  the  heart  sick  ;  but 
as  all  go  through  this  ordeal,  to  earn  the  highest  patronage,  none  need 
despair  of  obtaining  ultimately  his  due  support.  And  it  is  well  for  us 
and  for  our  employers.  We  have  at  first  but  a  general  knowledge  of 
disease — we  have  seen  but  few  patients — we  can  apply  our  skill  advan- 
tageously to  only  the  simplest  and  commonest  cases  ;  but  we  can  study 
them  faithfully — we  have  time  to  examine  them  in  all  their  bearings,  and 
store  our  minds  with  facts  and  principles  of  diagnosis  and  therapeutics, 
which  will  serve  us  when  we  shall  be  more  busied  abroad  and  have  less 
time  at  home.  Our  business  thus  grows  gradually  upon  us,  and  our 
learning  may  keep  pace  with  it,  that  by  the  ticne  we  have  become  suffi- 
ciently educated  our  patients  will  have  become  sufficiently  numerous. 
Added  to  these   mental  gratifications,  we   must  have   faithfulness,  kind- 
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ness  of  manner,  and   a  sincerity  without  which   no  reputation  is  worth 
the  having. 

We  are  sorry  to  find  fault  will)  this  book,  otherwise  so  good  ;  but  we 
ought  not  to  let  it  have  so  wide  a  circulation  as  it  now  has,  without,  in 
the  name  of  all  that  is  respectable  in  our  profession,  uttering  tliis  dis- 
claimer of  the  moral  principles  of  Dr.  Fulton. 


MASSACHUSETTS  GENERAL  HOSPITAL. 

The  following  interesting  case  was  operated  upon  a(  the  hospital  on  the 
9th  inst. 

The  patient  was  formerly  a  shoemaker,  but  at  present  is  a  trader. 
He  came  to  Boston  in  the  spring  of  1836  to  consult  Dr.  Warren  for  a 
hard  tumor  on  the  cartilages  of  the  left  ribs.  His  case  was  this.  Two 
years  before,  while  holding  a  shoe,  on  which  he  was  at  work,  against  the 
breast,  the  shoe  slipped,  under  the  pressure,  and  struck  him  on  the  car- 
tilage of  the  sixth  rib.  The  following  day  he  perceived  a  slight  swell- 
ing on  the  spot.  This  gradually  increased,  and  was  about  three  inches 
in  length  when  he  was  first  examined.  An  operation  was  advised,  to 
which  he  assented  ;  but  having  some  business  to  transact  he  returned 
home,  and  did  not  appear  again  till  about  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
sent month,  when  he  entered  the  hospital  for  the  purpose  of  submitting 
himself  to  an  operation.  The  size  of  the  tumor  during  this  period  had 
greatly  increased.  Begirming  at  the  upper  edge  of  the  cartilage  of  the 
fifth  rib,  it  extended  to  the  lower  edge  of  that  f)f  the  eighth,  being  about 
five  incites  in  length  from  above  downwards,  and  four  in  a  transverse  di- 
rection, from  the  median  line  to  the  left.  In  color  the  skin  was  not 
changed,  excepting  that  it  exhibited  numerous  enlarged  veins.  In  consist- 
ence it  had  the  firmness  of  a  periosteal  tumor — that  is,  something  less 
than  a  bony  hardness.  A  degree  of  sensibility  existed  on  the  edge  of 
the  cartilage  of  the  fifth  rib,  and  at  some  other  points.  It  was  slightly 
moveable  in  a  lateral  direction,  but  not  in  the  vertical,  and  its  movement 
did  not  appear  to  affect  the  ribs.  There  was  a  sensible  pulsation  in  it 
without  vibration.  The  patient  wished  to  know  whether  an  operation 
for  his  relief  could  be  safely  performed. 

The  first  question  was,  what  is  the  nature  of  this  tumor  t  To  the 
eye  it  had  the  appearance  of  osteo-sarcoma  ;  to  the  touch  it  wanted  the 
osseous  plates  of  that  disease.  Was  it  a  disease  of  the  perichondrium  .^ 
Mi"ht  it  not  be  a  projection  caused  by  internal  aneurism  ?  Did  it  lie  on 
the  outside  of  the  ribs,  or  might  it  not  extend  inwards  as  well  as  out- 
wards i  There  was  an  oi)vious  dip  of  the  tumor  below  the  edges  of  the 
cartilages  into  the  e[)igastriurn. 

Dr.  Warren  seemed  to  think  that  it  was  either  a  scirrhous  or  perichon- 
drial  disease — Iving  under  the  exteriius  oblique  and  rectus  muscles,  and 
over  the  cartilages  of  tiie  ribs,  whence  it  descended  into  the  epigastric 
re^iion  and  came  in  contact  with  the  external  face  of  the  internal  oltlique. 
As,  however,  it  might  extend  through  the  thickness  of  the  cartilages,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  consider  the  |)ossil)iliiy  of  taking  out  these  carti- 
lages. It  appear(;d  to  be  practicable,  after  cutting  through  the  exiernus 
ol)lique  and  rectus  muscles,  to  destroy  the  attachment  of  the  internal 
oblique  and  transversalis  to  the  cartilages,  and  even  to  separate  the  dia- 
phragm to  the  extent  of  an  inch  in  the  direction  uowards,  and  then,  with- 


Medical  Intelligence.  129 


"to 


out  opening  the  peritoneum,  pericardium  or  pleura,  to  cut  through  and  re- 
move the  cartilages  if  diseased. 

A  meeting  being  held  of  the  consulting  surgeons  of  the  hospital,  it 
was  decided  that  it  was  proper  to  perform  the  operation,  and  proceed  in 
it  as  far  as  the  patient's  safety  would  permit.  The  operation  was  per- 
formed on  the  9th  of  JVIarch  in  the  following  manner.  The  patient  be- 
ing placed  on  a  table,  an  incision  seven  inches  in  length  was  made  from 
the  fourth  rib  downwards,  and  the  anterior  face  of  the  tumor  exposed  by 
dissecting  away  the  integuments  with  the  externus  oblique  and  rectus 
muscles,  so  far  as  these  were  not  incorporated  in  the  tumor.  Its  face 
being  exposed,  presented  a  blueish  color,  and  was  of  a  scirrhous  hard- 
ness. Every  stroke  of  the  knife  was  followed  by  a  copious  flow  of  blood. 
When  the  circumference  of  the  tumor  was  uncovered,  its  edges  were 
found  to  be  quite  undefined,  and  concealed  by  the  muscles  above  men- 
tioned. These  being  cut  through,  an  ill-defined  edge  was  discovered, 
and  the  dissection  was  continued  along  the  ribs,  from  which  it  was  per- 
ceived that  the  tumor  could  be  detached,  although  strongly  adherent. 
When  the  dissection  was  carried  as  far  as  the  edge  of  the  ribs,  the  tu- 
mor was  found  to  turn  down  over  the  cartilages  into  the  epigastric  re- 
gion, to  involve  the  internal  oblique  and  transversalis  muscles,  and  to 
adhere  to  the  peritoneum  for  the  space  of  about  an  inch.  From  this  it 
was  dissected  up,  and  the  whole  tumor  removed  in  a  mass.  The  latter 
part  of  the  operation  was  much  obscured  by  the  quantity  of  blood  which 
was  given  out  by  the  arteries  on  all  sides.  Four  large  arteries  and  some 
smaller  ones  required  ligatures.  The  patient  suffered  much  when  the 
tumor  was  raised,  from  its  drawing  the  peritoneum  outwards.  This  part 
of  the  operation,  however,  was  short,  and  as  soon  as  it  was  terminated 
he  ceased  to  suffer  severely.  The  wound  was  closed,  leaving  an  out- 
let for  the  sanguineous  oozing. 

On  examination  of  the  tumor,  it  presented  a  cartilaginous  hardness. 
Its  surface  on  all  sides  was  composed  of  the  muscles  between  which  it  lay. 
Its  substance  consisted  of  a  brownish  texture,  in  which  a  multitude  of 
granulations,  the  sixteenth  of  an  inch  in  size,  presented.  At  one  point 
there  was  a  softening,  as  if  suppuration  was  about  to  commence.  At 
another  a  discolored  spot  was  seen.  The  internal  or  epigastric  part  was 
equally  hard  with  the  rest  of  the  tumor.  The  surface  of  the  cartilages 
was  deeply  depressed  where  the  tumor  had  lain. 

The  patient,  since  the  operation,  has  had  a  smart  fever,  and  some  ap- 
pearances of  peritoneal  inflammation,  which  was  relieved  by  two  or 
three  bleedings.     From  this  he  is  now  convalescent. 


Oxys;enated  Soap. — For  some  time  we  have  had  it  in  mind  to  make 
mention  of  this  excellent  article,  manufactured  by  Mr.  Eliphalet  Davis, 
of  Cambridgeport.  Something  of  this  kind  has  been  wanted  in  hospi- 
tals, as  a  sort  of  preparatory,  before  wounds,  ulcers  and  abraded  granulat- 
ing surfaces  receive  their  appropriate  dressings.  Its  strictly  detergent 
properties  render  it  a  decidedly  useful  wash  in  all  this  class  of  external 
maladies.  Mr.  Davis  has  gone  to  work  like  a  chemist  in  the  composition 
of  the  oxygenated  soap,  with  reference  to  its  introduction  into  infirma- 
ries ;  and  we  can  with  pleasure  speak  decidedly  in  its  favor,  as  meeting 
with  the  approbation  of  surgeons  in  this  region  of  country. 
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Internal  Exploration  of  the  Mdomen. — A  case  is  detailed  in  the  Lon- 
don Lancet,  by  Dr.  R.  C.  King-,  of  an  abdominal  tumor,  for  the  removal 
of"  wliich  an  operation  was  deemed  necessary.  On  account  of  the  posi- 
tion of  tile  patient,  the  tumor  could  not  be  delected  aiter  the  necessary 
incisions  iiad  been  made  in  the  parietes  of  the  abdomen.  .  The  fingers 
were  passed  in  a  perpendicular  and  upward  direction.  The  kidney  of 
the  right  side  was  handled,  and  was  found  capable  of  being  raised  irom 
its  position  nearly  two  inches.  The  cavity  of  the  abdomen  was  closed 
after  being  exposed,  in  this  unsuccessful  exploration,  about  twenty 
minutes.  The  patient  complained  of  but  little  pain  ;  there  was  a  sense 
of  sickness  when  the  cavity  was  exposed,  and  frequent  retching  ;  the 
pulse  quick,  but  regular.  After  the  operation,  the  tumor  gradually  in- 
creased, though  the  patient  declared  herself  better  than  belore.— Other 
cases  are  mentioned  by  the  same  gentleman,  in  which  tumors  were 
successtully  removed  by  openiiii:  the   great  cavities  of  the  body. 


Extraordinary  Dclivenj. — ?rlalignant  soft  tumors,  whether  of  the  ute- 
rus or  ovarium,  when  they  present  themselves  in  the  vagina  at  an  ad- 
vanced period  of  utero-gestation,  give  to  the  les.s  experienced  medical 
attendant  the  idea  of  a  placenta  prcevia,  and  many  have  acted  under  this 
erroneous  impression.  One  of  the  most  extraordinary  cases  I  ever  was 
summoned  to,  proved  to  be  of  this  description  ;  the  operator  passed  his 
hand  through  the  soft  tumor  in  the  vagina,  and,  missing  the  uterus,  en- 
tered the  abdominal  cavity,  seized  and  ruptured  the  gall-i)ladder,  and 
actually  delivered  numerous  biliary  calculi  per  :;.^i;to.7(. — J\Ir.  Crosse''& 
Address. 


Operations  for  Cataract. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences, 
in  Paris,  in  Doceinber  last,  M.  Roux  stated,  that,  within  the  last  thirty 
years,  he  had  operated  for  cataract  4,500  times  ;  not,  of  course,  on  this 
number  of  patients,  as  in  many  instances  the  affection  was  present  in 
both  eyes.  At  the  commencement  of  his  practice,  I\L  Roux  had  no  pre- 
judice in  favor  of  either  of  the  two  methods  commonly  employed  ;  he 
viewed  depression  with  as  much  favor  as  extraction,  and  submitted  both 
to  thorough  trial  during  a  period  nf  ten  years  ;  he  then  examined  the 
results  of  all  the  opertilions,  amounting  in  number  to  about  600.  This 
comparison  led  him  to  form  a  conclusion  decidedly  favorable  to  extrac- 
tion, and  he  has,  since  then,  adopted  this  as  his  ordinary  practice,  reserv- 
ing the  r)tlipr  mode  for  the  lew  cases  which  appear  peculiarly  adapted  for 
its  application  ;  the  proportion  of  which,  accordiiig  to  M.  Roux,  does  not 
exceed  1  in  10. — EcU-ct.  Journcl  of  Mtd. 


Hospital  Monty. — Among  the  successful  amendments  to  the  harbor 
bill,  at  the  late  session  of  Congress,  was  one  appropriating  *t^150,000  to 
cover  the  expense  of  suspending  the  seamen's  hosjiital  tax. 

Anatomical  Discoveries  in  1836. — The  anatomical  discoveries  of  the 
year  are  thus  summed  up  by  Mr.  Crosse.  Drs.  Hreschet  and  Roussel, 
trusting  to  microscopical  observations,  have  minutely  described  the  anato- 
mical appearances  of  the  skin,  and  satisfactorily  demonstrated  the  sudo- 
rific exhalent  ducts  ;  the  inhalents  they  have  not  been  able  to  follow  to 
a  termination  on  the  outer  surface  of  the  skin,  and   wish,  therefore,  that 
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their  account  of  them  should  be  received  salvo  errore.  Professor  Mill- 
ler  has  discovered  some  reniarkaldo  appendices  connected  with  the  mi- 
nute arteries  of  th(?  corpus  spuiiiiiosum  and  coi j)iis  can'riivxa,  which  pro- 
mise to  throw  light  upon  the  structure  of  the  blood-vessels  in  all  the  erec- 
tile tissues. 


Medical  Miscellany. —  Dr.  John  Augustine  Smith,  of  the  New  York 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  has  been  giving  popular  lectures 
before  the  Lyceum  of  Natural  History,  in  that  city,  on  ihe  physioloo-y  of 
the  nervous  system,  the  finictions  of  the  senses,  and  some  of  the  relations 
which  e.xist  betwer-n  mind  and  matter,  in  which  were  considered  the 
errors  of  the  materialists. — A  bill  has  been  reported  in  the  Legislature  of 
Maine,  entitled  an  "  Act  to  encourage  the  study  of  anatomy  and  sjo'gerr/," 
substantially  like  the  anatomy  law,  so  called,  in  iVL'issachusclts — that  is, 
unclaimed  paupers  and  criminals  to  be  given  up  for  anatomical  purposes. 
— A  new  weekly  Journal,  under  the  title  of  British  Annals  of  Medicine, 
Pharmacy,  Vital  Statistics  and  General  Science,  has  appeared  in  3^on- 
don. — Mr.  Lewis,  an  eminent  practitioner,  treats  hydrocele  by  puncturing 
with  a  fine  needle,  until  a  drop  of  fluid  oozes  out  on  withdrawing  the  in- 
strument :  in  three  days  the  disease  disappears.  Dr.  Davis  explores  the 
chest  in  the  same  manner,  and  cures  the  dropsy  of  that  region. — The 
medical  witness  act,  whereby  medical  men  in  England  get  a  round  fee  for 
examining  dead  bodies  before  juries  of  inquest,  is  making  an  afigry  dis- 
cussion in  the  periodicals  of  that  country. — Mr.  Julius  Jeffreys,  late 
surgeon  of  the  East  India  Company's  Service,  has  invented  an  appara- 
tus which  he  calls  The  Respirator,  which  is  designed  to  supply  atmos- 
pheric air  to  the  wearer,  of  a  certain  temperature,  under  all  circumstances 
of  change,  designed  to  supersede  the  necessity  of  going  into  a  tropical 
climate — as  one  can  easily  be  manufactured  at  home.  It  is  a  complicat- 
ed construction,  we  suspect  not  worth  a  farthing. — Sir  Everard  Home, 
Dr.  Denman,  Mr.  and  Dr.  James  Johnson,  were  each,  in  early  life,  naval 
surgeons. — Toxicological  chests  are  on  sale  in  the  old  countries,  contain- 
ing a  complete  assortment  of  tests  and  apparatus  for  detecting  poisons. 
Apothecaries  ought  to  be  furnished  with  them. — Dr.  Epps  is  delivering 
lectures  on  phrenology  at  the  Hunterian  School  of  Medicine. — The  in- 
fluenza has  been  extensively  prevalent  amonifst  the  horses  in  England. — 
Dr.  Prichard's  researches  into  the  physical  history  o("  mankind,  begins 
to  excite  considerable  attention  among  theologians  as  well  as  philoso- 
phers.— Removal  of  the  cyst  in  ovarian  dropsy  was  spoken  of  a  while 
since  at  a  celebrated  medical  meeting,  as  being  a  very  easy  operation. — 
Two  children  died  in  Taunton,  Mass.  recently,  from  eating  the  root  of  the 
cicuta  or  hemlock,  which  they  found  by  the  road  side. — Dr.  Trowbridge 
has  been  elected  Mayor  of  Buffalo,  and  Dr.  Bartlctt  has  been  re-chosen 
JMayor  of  Lowell.  Doctors  are  in  the  ascendant,  there  being  at  this 
moment  more  physicians  elevated  to  the  mayoralty  of  cities  in  England 
than   any  other  class  of  men. 

To  CoRRESPONDF.XTs. — Remarks  on  the  means  of  elevating  the  medical  pro- 
fession, and  other  papers,  are  on  hand. 

DiF.n, — At  sea,  on  his  passage  from  Boston  to  Charleston,  S.  C.  John  II.  Man- 
ning, M.D.,  of  Ipswich,  Mass.,  aged  24. — In  New  York,  Peter  Forester,  M.D., 
37.— In  BrookfieldjVt.  Dr.  Joseph  Kellogg,  31.— In  this  city.  Dr.  Moses  F.  Ran- 
dall, aged  42. 
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Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  March  25,  30.     Males,  15 — females,  15. 

Consumption,  6 — old  age,  3— decline,  1 — fits,  1— lung  fever,  3— dropsy  on  the  brain,  2— infantile, 
3— inlemperauce,  1— dropsy,  2— quinsy,  1 — brain  lever,  1— paralytic,  1 — hooping  cough,  1— burn,  1 — 
stillborn,  1. 


MEDICAL   INSTllUCTION. 

THE  Subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  givijig  instruction  to  Medical  Students.  Oppor- 
tunities will  be  afforded  for  the  observation  of  diseases  and  their  treatment  in  one  lof  the  Dispensa- 
ry Districts  and  at  the  House  of  Industry;  and  clinical  instruction  will  be  given  on  the  cases. 
Weekly  Lectures  and  Recitations  will  be  given  on  llie  various  branches  of  Medical  Science,  and 
ample  opportunities  afforded  for  the  cultivation  of  Practical  Anatomy.  Special  attention  will  be  piid 
to  the  exploration  of  diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Lungs. 
Applications  may  be  made  to  either  of  the  Subscribers. 

MARSHALL  S.  PERRY,  M.D. 

AUGUSTUS  A.  GOULD,  M.D. 
i\ov.  30.  HEXRY  I.  BOWDITCH,  M.D. 

HEiNRY  G.  WILEY,  M.D. 

MEDICAL  TUITION. 

The  subscribers  have  recently  made  some  additional  arrangements  for  the  instruction  of  medical 
students.  A  suitable  room  is  provided,  as  heretofore,  for  the  use  of  the  pupils  ;  the  necessary  books 
are  supplied;  and  a  systematic  course  of  study  is  recommended.  Personal  instruction  is  given  to 
each  pupil  iu  each  of  the  several  departments  of  medical  knowledge.  Every  facility  is  provided  for 
the  cultivation  of  practical  anatomy,  which  the  present  improved  state  of  the  law  permits.  This 
departuienl  will  receive  llie  constant  attention  of  one  of  the  subscribers,  who  will  always  give  such 
aid  and  instruction  as  the  pupils  may  need. 

The  pupils  have  fiee  admission  to  the  lectures  on  Anatomy,  and  on  Surgery,  in  the  Medical  School 
of  Harvard  University,  and  to  all  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital;  and  generally 
they  have  opportunity  to  attend  private  surgical  operations. 
The  terms  are,  $100  per  annum  ;  to  be  paid  in  advance. 

JOHN  C.  WARREN, 
GEORGE  HAYWARD, 
Boston,  October,  1835.  June  15— eoptf  ENOCH  HALE, 

J.  M.  WARREN. 

""  '  TO   MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

The  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  in  all  tl.e  hranches  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery.     A  suitable  room  will  be  provided,  and  pupils  w  ill  have  ihi'  -...^a  of  an  extensive  medical 
library,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  districts  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  Eye 
and  Ear  Infirmary,  and  of  attending  a  course  of  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye. 
A  regular  course  of  recitations  and  examinations  will  include  all  the  required  professional  works. 
Anatomical  instruction  and  private  dissection  will  form  a  prominent  part  in  the  study  of  the  pupils. 
For  further  information,  apply  to  either  of  the  subscribers.  JOHN  JEFFRIES,  M.D. 

R.  W.  HOOPER,  M.D. 
Franklin  Street,  JVob.  9,  1836.  N16— tf  JOHN  H.  DIX,  M.D. 

PROLAPSUS   UTERI   CURED   BY   EXTERNAL   APPLICATION. 

DR.  A.  G.  HULL'S  UTERO-ABDOMINAL  SUPPORTER  is  olTered  to  those  afflicted  with  Prolapsus 
C/isri,  and  other  diseases  depending  upon  relaxation  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  as  an  instrument  in 
every  way  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  restoration  to  health.  When  this  instrument  is  care- 
fully and  properly  fitted  to  the  form  of  thepatient,  it  invariably  atfords  the  most  immediate  immunity, 
from  the  distressing"  dragging  and  bearing  down  "  sensations  which  accompany  nearly  all  visceral  dis- 
placements of  the  abdomen,  and  its  skilful  application  is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of 
radical  relief  from  the  patient  herself.  The  Supporter  is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by 
the  patient  without  further  aid.  Within  the  last  two  years  700  of  the  Utero-Abdominal  Supporters 
have  been  applied  with  the  most  liappy  results. 

The  very  great  success  which  this  instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its  examination 
by  the  Physician  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  pessary  hitherto  in  use.  It  is  gratifying  to 
state,  that  it  has  met  the  decided  approbation  of  every  member  of  the  Medical  Faculty  who  has  ap- 
plied it,  as  Well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  it. 

The  Subscribers  having  been  appointed  agents  for  the  sale  of  the  above  instruments,  all  orders  ad- 
dressed to  them  will  be  promptly  attended  to.     Price,  .$10. 

Lowe  &  Reed,  Boston  ;  David  Kimpall,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  ;  Joshua  Dubgin,  Portland,  Me., 
Joseph  Balch,  Jr.  Providence,  II.  I. ;  Elisha  Edwards,  Springfield,  Mass.  ;  N.  S.  Worden, 
Bridgeport,  Conn.  Oct.  5 — Cm 

TO   MEDICAL   STUDENTS. 

H.  A.  DEW. \R,  M.D.  intends  forming  a  class  for  the  study  of  Dentistry,  in  every  branch.  The  num- 
ber will  be  limited,  and  each  student  will  have  an  opportunity  of  becoming  practically  acquainted 
with  all  the  operations  and  manipulations  re(iuisite.  Dr.  D.  has  provided  a  large  and  commodious 
work-room  for  their  exclusive  use.  Further  particulars  may  he  learned  by  calling  on  Dr.  Dewar,  No. 
1  .Montgomery  Place.  If — Oct.  19 

Boston,  Oct.  7,  1836. 


THE  BO.STO.V  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  (/L API',  JR.  at  181  Washington  Street,  <;(irner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  roniniuniralions 
must  he  addressed,  post-paid.  It  is  also  published  iu  Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  rontaininp  Ihc  weekly 
iinia>iers  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.— I'rice  $3,00  a 
vear  in  advance.  »;;).. 50  after  three  months,  and  .^4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year. — Agents  allowed 
every  seventh  copy  gratis. — Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
aaiisfactory  reference.— Postage  the  same  as  fur  a  newspaper. 
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FISKE  FUND  PRIZE   DISSERTATIONS   OF    THE   RHODE   ISLAND 
MEDICAL   SOCIETY.— NO.   I. 

BY    THOMAS     H.    WEBB,    M.D.,    PROVIDE.NCE. 

"  What  are  the  causes  and  nature  of  Khevmxtis^i,  and  the  best  mode  of 
treatment  to  he  employed  therein  ?" 

(Continued  from  page  122.) 

Mercury  has  also  had  its  powerful  friends  and  enemies.  Dr.  Foth- 
ergill,  vvlienever  he  encountered  an  obstinate  case,  resorted  to  calomel, 
in  alterative,  or,  as  he  denominated  them,  tonic  doses;  which  sometimes 
accomplished  the  desired  purpose  without,  and  at  other  times  only  after, 
inducins;  ptyalism.  A  late  reviewer  observes  of  this  and  colchicum, 
that  "  they  are  remedies  of  great  power,  and  that  the  almost  inuiiediate 
cessation  of  the  most  severe  articular  pains  on  the  supervention  of 
salivation,  must  be  well  known  to  every  practical  man."  "Cases  of 
rheumatism,"  says  Bedingfield,  "  which  had  long  resisted  every  plan 
of  treatment  that  could  be  devised,  have  at  length  been  cured  by  giving 
a  scruple  of  calomel  twice  a  week." 

But  this  medicine,  however  well  adapted  for  hospital,  will  not  answer 
in  private,  practice,  so  long  as  a  reasonable  hope  of  relief  by  other 
means,  remains  ;  such  is  the  violent  opposition  waged  against  it  by  the 
community,  partly  owing,  perhaps,  to  former  gross  abuses  with  the  arti- 
cle, and  partly  to  the  imposition  of  designing  knaves  that  are  continu- 
ally prowling  around,  and  crying  uj)  the  fatal  and  ruinous  tendency  of 
mineral  poisons,  and  more  especially  of  calomel.  There  are,  however, 
some  cases  wherein  it  appears  to  be  a  matter  of  primary  importance  to 
have  this  as  an  auxiliary  ;  and  fortunately  they  are  the  ones  in  which 
we  can  have  recourse  to  it,  wiil)out  fear  of  reprehension  ;  we  mean 
where  rheumatism  occurs  in  an  individual  laboring,  or  who  has  labored, 
under  a  syphilitic  taint. 

The  only  other  article  upon  wdiich  the  limits  we  have  prescribed  to 
ourselves  will  allow  us  to  make  any  remarks,  previously  to  stating  what 
experience  has  taught  us  is  the  best  remedy,  is  antimony.  This,  or 
rather  its  compound  known  as  antimon.  tartarizat.,  has  been  long  employ- 
ed, in  very  large  doses,  in  Italy,  for  the  cure  of  diseases  of  an  inflam- 
matory character;  and  from  the  trial  we  have  had,  and  have  seen  made, 
with  it,  particularly  in  thoracic  inflammations,  we  think  it  decidedly  one 
of  the  best  therapeutic  agents,  in  such  cases,  that  we  have  at  our 
command. 

We  are  informed  by  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Review,  that  M.  Briche- 
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teau,  of  the  Hospital  IVecker,  at  Paris,  has  been  testing  the  influence 
this  medicine  can  exert  over  acute  rheumatism,  when  given  in  large 
doses  ;  and  we  are  induced  to  refer  to  it  because,  as  the  reviewer  well  ob- 
serves, •'  this  treatment  will  be  found  admirably  adapted  to  country  medical 
practice,  where  the  physician  cannot  visit  his  patient  so  frequently  as  he 
may  wish  for  the  purpose  of  watching  the  effects  of  bleedings.  It  is 
very  generally  well  suited  to  old  persons  whose  vital  powers  cannot  bear 
large  or  frequent  depletions  of  blood,  and  in  whom  tlie  mucous  coat  of 
the  stomach  and  intestines  is  not  so  apt  to  be  irritated  by  the  drug,  as  in 
younger  subjects.  The  rational  signs  which  indicate  success  from  its 
use  are  the  tolerance,  or  absence  of  evacuation,  being  induced  after  the 
second  or  third  dose  of  the  medicine — the  retardation  of  the  pulse  with- 
in the  first  twenty-four  hours — modera-e  diaphoresis,  and  the  feeling  of 
greater  general  comfort  on  the  part  of  the  patient.  The  physical  signs 
of  improvement  speedily  follow. 

As  there  are  certain  medical  constitutions  or  conditions  of  climate, 
season,  ^c.  which  contra-indicate  large  depletions  of  blood  (and  when 
the  tartrate  "  est  un  moyen  precieus"),  so  there  are  others,  "  eminem- 
ment  phlogistiques,  qu'interdisent  I'emploi  du  tartre  stibie." 

M.  B.  has  used  it  freely,  and  almost  always  with  satisfactory  success, 
in  upwards  of  twenty  cases.  The  quantity  he  usually  exhibited  did  not 
exceed  from  eight  to  twenty  grains.  Whenever  the  resolution  of  the 
disease  was  once  fairly  established,  it  was  discontinued.  Should  the 
symptoms  not  yield,  the  practitioner  need  not  fear  persisting  with  the 
medicine,  for  iM.  B.  has  never  witnessed  any  deleterious  consequences 
resulting  from  this  treatment,  if  the  tolerance  of  the  remedy  be  not 
speedily  induced,  the  aildition  of  a  few  drops  of  laudanum  will  very 
generally  enable  the  stomach  to  retain  it.  His  fornmla  is  orange  flower 
infusion  Jvss.,  poppy  syrup  3ss.,  and  the  prescribed  quantity  of  the 
tartrate ;  dose,  a  tablespoonful  every  hour,  or  more  frequently  when 
the  symptoms  are  urgent.  As  a  general  rule,  one  or  more  bleedings 
should  precede  the  antirnonial  treatment;  but  should  this  be  impiactica- 
ble,  or  from  any  cause  unadvisable,  recourse  may  be  had  immediately  to 
the  medicine.  Where  the  stomach  and  bowels  will  not  bear  it,  even 
with  the  opiate  added,  we  must  discontinue  its  use.  It  lias  been  known 
to  induce  a  congestion  and  infiltration  of  the  submucous  tissue  of  the 
bowels,  and  even  a  softening  of  the  mucous  coat.  The  lining  membrane 
of  the  mouth  has  sometimes  become  inflamed  and  even  ulcerated  during 
the  use  of  this  remedy." 

It  may  be  very  naturally  inquired,  how  can  you  reconcile  the  conflict- 
ing opinions  that  have  been  advanced  relative  to  the  efllcacy  of  the  di- 
verse plans  here  briefly  alluded  to?  Plans  emanating  from  individuals 
of  high  rank,  undoubted  skill,  great  experience,  eminent  talents,  endow- 
ed preeminently  with  the  qualifications  necessary  to  insure  professional 
success,  and  a;rainst  whose  integrity  the  vile  tongue  of  slander  never 
presumed  to  li«p  a  syllable  of  reproach. 

Much  of  the  contrariety,  we  think  may,  nay  must,  be  attributed  to 
the  epidemical  constitution  of  the  atmosphere  which  varies  so  essen- 
tially in  different   seasons  and  years,  and  which,  as  is  well  known,  exerts 
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a  poweifiil  influence  over  all  remedial  agents,  and  in  an  especial  manner 
over  bleeding  ;  so  that,  as  experience  teaches  us,  this  may  indeed  be 
our  sheet  anchor  for  a  certain  period,  by  which  we  shall  be  enabled 
safely  to  ride  out  the  storm,  and  then  unexpectedly  giving  way,  it  will 
suffer  us  to  drag  from  our  moorings  anrl  perhaps  become  shipwrecked. 

Again,  with  regard  to  certain  aiticles,  as  fo/c/iifw/^,  cicuto,k,c.,  we  at- 
tribute much  of  the  difference  of  success  to  the  variance  in  the  purity 
of  the  articles,  in  consequence  of  being  gathered  in  an  immature  state, 
or  mixed  tlirough  ignorance,  negligence,  or  culpable  dishonesty,  with 
foreign  ingredients ;  lo  the  divers;;  methods  of  curing  and  preserving 
them  ;  and  as  respects  extracts,  to  the  total  want  of  uniformity  in  their 
strength,  &:c.,  from  tlie  unscientilic  manner  in  which  they  are  usually 
prepared. 

We  are  fully  satisfied  that  many  have  discarded  and  denounced  par- 
ticular medicines  as  worthless,  from  a  presumed  experience  of  their  in- 
efficacy,  when  in  truth  they  have  never  employed  them  ;  but  in  their 
stead,  some  of  the  vile  substitutes  and  villainous  compounds  that  are  of- 
fered for  sale  imder  their  name.  Look,  for  example,  at  extract  of  cicu- 
ta  ;  a  few  grains  of  this,  judiciously  prepared,  will  have  a  decided  effect 
upon  the  system  ;  whereas  pound  after  pound  of  much  that  is  met  with, 
under  this  appellation,  nf)ay  be  administered,  without  any  marked  or  de- 
cidedly good  effect  resulting  from  it.  And  this,  partly  on  account  of 
the  plant  being  gathered  at  the  wrong  season,  partly  from  the  indiscricni- 
nate  mowing  down  of  everything  that  presents  to  the  scythe,  and  partly 
from  the  want  of  a  duly  regulated  temperature,  whilst  evaporating  the 
extract. 

It  is  for  these  reasons  that  Pharmaceutic  Halls,  like  the  Apotheca- 
ries' of  London,  are  so  desirable  in  this  country  ;  so  that  the  stamp  of 
genuineness  may  be  placed  on  all  medicinal  preparations,  and  that  they 
may  be  made  in  a  uniform  manner  and  of  a  uniform  strength.  But  the 
subject  must  not  be  pursued  by  us  at  the  present  time. 

Our  principal  object  in  writing  this  dissertation,  is  to  draw  attention  to 
a  new  remedi/,  or  rather  a  7iciv  method  of  administering  an  old  one,  for 
the  purpose  ol  alleviating  the  pains  and  arresting  tlie  progress  of  rheuma- 
tism. This  remedy  is  Opium;  an  article  that  has  been  alternately  lauded 
and  condemned,  in  numerous  disorders.  The  original  proposer  of  the  plan. 
Dr.  Cazenave,  resided  at  Pan,  which  is  situated  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Pyrenees,  distant  about  one  hundred  miles  south  from  Bourdeaux. 
This  spot  is  very  healthy,  and  the  inhabitants  enjoy  to  a  great  degree  an 
immunity  from  disease,  with  the  exception  of  rheumatism,  whicli  may 
be  considered  as  endemial.  From  this  circumstance,  aided  by  others. 
Dr.  C.  had  ample  opportunities  for  making  investigations  and  testing  the 
efficacy  of  various  remedial  agents.  The  results  of  his  labors  were 
made  known  in  a  work  containing  the  history,  treatment,  &,c.  of  all  its 
varieties. 

In  setting  forth  his  peculiar  views  in  reference  to  the  employment  of 
this  article,  we  shall  take  the  liberty  of  quoting  the  language  of  the  re- 
viewer,* never  having  been  able  to  procure  the  work  itself 

♦  In  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Review,  Vol.  12,  No.  32,  page  3.')1,  et  sequent. 
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"After  reinaiking  on  the  clifFerenl  effects  of  this  substance,  according 
to  tlie  dose  or  repeiition  of  the  doses,  Dr.  Cazenave  |)ro('eeds  to  main- 
tain that  its  faihire  is  owing  to  the  timidity  with  which  it  is  athninisiered. 
It  acts  in  three  ways,  accor(hng  to  the  dose  employed.  Given  in  small 
quantities  it  obtunds  tiie  sensibdity  and  biings  on  temporary  rehff — but 
the  cure  is  not  thereby  accelerated.  Administeied  in  a  soiuenhal  larger 
dose,  it  sometimes  occasions  nausea,  palpitations,  giddiness,  headache,  &ic. 
These  effects  are,  of  course,  but  momentary,  and  should  form  no  solid 
objection  to  the  remedy,  if  it  is  found  beneficial  in  other  respects,  besides 
relieving  pain.  To  the  above  effects  of  opium  (if  it  be  continued),  suc- 
ceed others: — the  patient  does  nol  sleep  ;  but  he  experiences  a  kind  of 
delightful  ecstacy,  forgets  his  sufferings,  &ic.  The  action  is  then  exci- 
tant, like  that  of  wine.  In  some  cases  an  abundant  perspiration  is  the 
result — but,  in  both  events,  the  radical  cure  of  the  rheun)alisin  is  effect- 
ed— that  is,  with  or  vvitliout  the  sw-eating  process. 

'*  The  quantity  of  opium  will  vary,  of^  course,  in  different  consiitu- 
tions  ;  but  the  following;  is  the  mode  of  administration  employed  by  our 
author.  To  an  adult,  he  oiders  a  pill  containing  one  grain  ;  and  an 
hour  afterwards,  he  gives  another  grain,  if  the  pains  conimue.  At  the 
expiration  of  the  second  hour,  he  gives  a  third  grain — and,  after  a  little 
time,  be  examines  his  patient.  If  tliere  be  a  tendency  to  hihuity,  he 
administers  a  Iburlh  grain,  and  so  on,  a  grain  every  hour,  till  a  complete 
calm  is  established,  or  an  abundant  perspiration  is  induced.  This  being 
the  case,  he  orders  a  grain  to  be  given  every  two,  three,  or  four  hours, 
according  to  circuinslances,  solely  with  the  view  of  keeping  up  the 
perspiration. 

"  In  respect  to  regimen,  during  this  mode  of  treatment,  it  is  indis- 
pensable, of  course,  to  keep  the  patient  in  an  even  and  mild  tem|)era- 
ture,  with  flannel  next  the  skin,  and  on  the  simplest  liquid  food.  Per- 
fect quietude  is  also  necessary,  in  this  way  Dr.  C.  assures  us  that  he 
speeddy  cures  rheumatism,  whether  acute  or  chronic,  or  in  whatever 
part  of  the  body  it  may  be  seated,  without  any  bad  consequences  ever 
ensuing.  When  the  disease  is  complicated  with  any  other  complaint, 
particularly  with  derangement  of  the  digestive  organs,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  attend  to  the  adventitious  disorder.  If  the  fever  in  acute  rheu- 
matism run  very  high,  and  particularly  if  any  thoracic  or  abdominal 
organ  be  oppressed  in  function,  or  laboring  under  pain,  it  will  be  |)roper 
to  draw  blood  from  the  general  system,  and  to  put  in  force  the  other 
items  of  the  antiphlogistic  treatment." 

This  plan  was  suggested  to  the  profession  inore  than  seven  years 
since,  and  we  have  been  somewhat  surprised  to  find,  that  up  to  the  pre- 
sent period  it  has  attracted  little  or  no  attention,  save  on  the  part  of  a 
few  physicians  in  this  place.  One  would  suj)pose  that,  considering  the 
best  efforts  in  managing  the  complaint  are  so  frequently  foiled,  we 
should,  like  the  diowuiug  man,  seize  upon  anything  that  held  out  the 
least  hope  of  being  serviceable  ;  and  that,  long  ere  this,  our  periodicals 
would  have  furnished  us  with  abundance  of  cases  in  proof  of,  or  against, 
its  salutary  tendency.  Yet  so  far  is  this  from  being  the  fact,  few  are 
aware  that  anything  of  the  kind   has  been  proposed ;  so  slight  an  im- 
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pression  did  llie    perusal   of  the  pa|)er  (if  perused),  make   upon   ilieir 
riiinds. 

Some  time  afier  the  appearance  of  Cazenave's  views,  having  a  very 
troublesome,  tedious  and  uni^overnal)le  case,*  which  resisted  every 
course  that  was  adopted,  and  which,  after  tiie  lapse  of  many  months, 
remained  as  unsubdiicd  as  at  the  onset,  we  determined  to  try  the  effi- 
cacy of  Cazenave's  plan,  considering  this  as  obdurate  a  case,  as  could 
easily  be  selected,  for  the  purpose  of  a  severe  lest.  The  following  is 
an  abstract  of  it,  viz. : — 

T.  D.,  mariner,  aet.  41  years.  General  rheumatic  affection,  de- 
veloping itself  particularly  about  the  head  and  in  the  lumbar  region. 
This  man  has  taken  almost  sufficient  medicine,  both  as  regards  quantity 
and  variety,  to  commence  business  as  an  apothecary.  He  has  swallow- 
ed, without  measure,  camphorated  emulsions,  guaiac,  colchiciun,  &ic. 
Sic,  and  has  used  externally,  blisters,  volatile  and  other  liniments, 
plaisiers  of  muriate  of  anmionia,  el  caetera,  and  been  bled  repeatedly, 
yet  all  with  but  trifling  alleviation. 

Finding  thai  he  was  easiest  when  in  a  perspirable  state,  put  him  upon 
the  pulv.  ip.  et  op.  with  the  intention  of  exciting  and  maintaining  dia- 
phoresis for  twenty-four  or  forty-eight  horns;  it  was,  however,  impossible 
to  induce  sweatinir. 

Mirch  Is!,  1829.  Has  a  bad  cough,  for  which  he  is  takini,^  the  comp. 
squill  pill  ;  labors  under  partial  deafness  of  the  left  ear,  that  is  rendered 
worse  by  stormy  weather ;  complains  of  much  uneasiness,  in  attempting 
to  sit  down,  if  standing,  or  to  get  up,  if  sitting;  experiences  a  severe 
cutting  sensation  upon  passing  his  water;  this  sometimes  flows  involun- 
tarily, and  at  others  is  dischar^^ed  with  difficuliy  and  not  until  after  sev- 
eral minutes  trial.  This  would  naturall)'  lead  to  the  suspicion  that  some 
serious  derani^euient  existed  in  the  urinary  apparatus,  iti  one  portion  of 
its  tiafk  oi-  another;  such,  for  instance,  as  the  existence  of  gravel  ;  but 
there  is  an  absence  of  all  the  n)ost  prominent  symptoms  indicative  of 
such  a  Slate. 

March  9ih,  he  was  placed  on  the  comp.  anlimon.  powder,  consisting 
of  hydrarg.  submurial.  j^r.  ij.,  opium  gr.  1-3,  el  anlimon.  tarlarizat.  gr. 
1-6,  to  be  repealed  once  in  six  hours.  Has  been  troubled  with  cold 
chills  for  some  time  past,  which  come  on  about  noon  and  last  until  the 
middle  of  the  afternoon.  Prescribed  sulphat.  quinin.  gr.  jv.  added  to 
pure  wafer  3j.  and  sul|)huric  acid  3j.  ;  thus  making  ihe  super-sul- 
phate;  of  this,  3ss.  was  directed  to  be  taken  a  short  time  anterior  to 
the  expected  chill. 

II.  The  mixture  was  taken  as  ordered,  and  the  return  of  the  chill 
prevented.  To-flay  he  neudected  taking  it  in  advance,  and  the  parox- 
ysm returned  as  usual  ;  but  upon  having  immediate  recourse  to  it,  it  wa^ 
arrested,  and  did  not  again  trouble  hiu).  This  affords  a  strikini^  prod 
of  the  |)owerful  efficacy  of  this  remedial  agent,  for  such  difficulties, 
when  the  system  is  properly  prepared  for  its  reception.  The  rheumalic 
affection,  however,  remained  unabated. 

*  At  tlie  Dexter  Asylum. 
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19.  Giitns  beginning  to  feel  sore  ;  ordered  the  conip.  antiinon.  pow- 
ders to  be  given  less  frequently;  increasing  or  diiTiiiiishing  tliein,  as 
may  be  found  necessary,  to  keep  liis  moutb  slightly  affected.  This 
treatment  was  perseveringly  Iblloued  until  April  12th..  His  counte- 
nance during  ptyalism  lost  mucii  of  its  anxiety,  and  he  looked  smarter ; 
but  still  the  same  trouble  about   the  head  and  loins  remained  as  at  first. 

Ai)ril  13th.  Stopped  all  medicines,  and  directed  him  to  commence 
tomorrow  mornins:,,  at  7  o'clock,  with  opium  pills,  according  to  Caze- 
nave's  plan.  April  14lh,  visited  the  patient  at  noon  ;  had  taken  six  pills; 
was  walking  about  his  roou!,  looking  quite  happy:  felt  as  though  he  had 
taken  considerable  stimulus.  Pains  in  head  and  loins  have  lessened  in 
severity,  and  occasionally  intermit.  Pulse,  full  and  strong;  sli<i;iit  moisture 
on  the  skin  ;  tongue  has  the  same  thin,  white  coat  covering  its  surface  that 
has  existed  from  the  commencement.  Considering  all  the  circu.mstan- 
ces  of  the  case,  its  long  standing,  &;c.,  upon  consultation,  lhou2;ht  it  ad- 
visable not  to  push  the  medicine  too  [irecipitately  ;  therefore  left  orders 
for  him  to  take  half  of  his  accustomed  dose,  and  repeat  at  intervals  of 
two  hours,  until  my  next  visit. 

15ih.  Found  him,  as  apprehended,  laboring  under  all  the  unpleasant 
symptoms  spoken  of  by  Dr.  C.  as  liable  to  result  from  nn  vndcr  dose; 
such  as  nausea,  vomiting,  vertigo,  inability  to  sit  up,  &.c.  Bowels  not  hav- 
ing been  moved  for  forty-eight  hours,  prescribed  a  dose  of  salts,  to  be 
followed  by  the  opium  pills,  as  at  first  directed,  and  to  be  persevered  in, 
unless  they  manifestly  augment  his  suff'ering.  16th.  The  nausea  and 
other  disagreeable  symptoms  have  subsided,  and  he  begins  to  feel  more 
as  he  did  day  before  yesterday.  17th.  Found  him  eating  his  supper; 
sa}s  he  has  not  the  least  pain  in  his  loins  or  head;  and  but  a  little  dizzi- 
ness. Tliis  last,  1  attribute,  in  some  measuie,  to  his  medicine.  Per- 
spiied  profusely  through  the  night,  so  that,  to  use  his  own  expression, 
"  his  shirt  was  wringing  wet."  This  is  a  fact  worthy  of  notice,  for  it 
will  be  recollected,  that  we  had  already,  unavailin^ly,  tried  diaphoretics. 
For  cosfiveness,  ordered  a  dose  of  salts.  Has  taken  42  pills  within  the 
last  54  hours. 

18.  After  using  six  more  pills,  lie  took  his  ph\'sic  ;  one  ounce  was 
sufficient,  which  is  the  usual  quantity  ho  required,  previous  to  going  up- 
on the  opiate  course.  During  the  operation  of  the  physic,  the  pills 
were  stopped  ;  and  the  same  unedsincss  of  the  head  and  stomach,  ex- 
perienced whilst  on  the  small  doses,  returned  ;  upon  again  resorting  to 
the  pills,  they  disajipeared. 

20ih.  Improving  rapidly  ;  f?els  light-headed,  from  being  too  closely 
plied  wit!)  groir,  as  he  terms  the  medicine.  Pills  to  be  rofluced  one 
fourth,  and  to  lie  administered  a^  belong  if  his  feelings  and  symptoms 
will  warrant  this  reduction  ;  if  not,  the  former  doses  to  be  resimied.  21. 
Sweat  jirofiisely  ihrouiih  the  night.  Instead  of  reducing  one  lotulh,  he 
look  but  one  fourth  of  his  u^nal  do'=:e.  l..umbar  paiii'^  reliiiMed  ;  lu-ad, 
however,  easy  ;  bowels  rciular.  Ordered  the  pill  as  yesterday.  24lh. 
Lumbar  pain  again  diminishing  ;  appetite  good.  Reduced  the  pills  an- 
other (juaiicr. 

23lh.  Found  him   sewing.     Is  sensible  of  a  daily  change   for  the  bet- 
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ter.  Perspires  as  imich  as  at  first,  and  seems  benefited  by  it.  26. 
Had  a  relurn  of  the  pain  in  the  head,  but  it  was  merely  monientary. 
^■o  pain  in  the  loins.  Ileduced  his  pill  another  quarter.  2-^.  Con- 
tinues improving ;  reduced  his  pill  to  one  eighth  the  re^'ular  quantity. 
A  lew  days  subsequently  (May  1st),  his  name  was  stricken  I'roni  the 
sick  list,  and  he  discharged,  cured.  He  was  seen  several  times  in  town, 
during  the  year  following,  and  remained  perfectly  well. 

(To  be  continued. ■; 
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Case  I. — Feb.  27th,  1837,  was  called  to  visit  Mr.  F.  B.,  a  man  about 
fifty  years  of  age.  He  was  a  non  comjios  mentis,  and  therefore  was  in- 
capable of  giving  a  correct  history  of  his  feelings.  I  found  him  in  the 
followiiio;  state — abdomen  distended  and  extremely  tender,  particularly 
between  the  umbilicus  and  the  symphysis  pubi.s,  directly  under  the  recti 
muscles;  bowels  constipated,  no  faecal  discharge  for  three  davs ;  the 
extremities  were  cold,  witli  a  slight  livid  appearance ;  pulse  hardly 
perceptible. 

Treatment. — First  administered  20  grs.  of  calomel  and  about  30  grs. 
of  jalap,  with  one  drop  of  croton  oil,  and  in  two  hours  an  enema,  made 
of  a  decoction  of  the  Eupatorium  peifoliatum  and  camomile  Howers. 
Repeated  the  injection  every  two  hoin-s.  Tiie  enemas  passed  oft'without 
moving  the  bowels.  The  calomel  and  jalap,  in  small  doses,  were  repeat- 
ed every  two  houi-s,  until  he  had  taken  40  grains  of  calomel.  The  in- 
jections were  repeated  every  two  hours,  but  without  any  movement  of 
the  bowels.  The  tumefaction  of  the  abdomen  increased  ;  pulse  ceased 
at  the  wrist  ;  the  extremities  became  quite  cold  and  livid  ;  and  in  28 
hours  after  1  first  saw  him,  he  died. 

In  five  hours  after  dissolution,  post-mortem  examination  was  made. 
The  abdominal  viscera  were  exposed  to  view  by  removing  the  abdomi- 
nal muscles.  The  small  intestines  were  very  much  distended  with  fla- 
tus, which  gave  a  great  fulness  to  them.  Between  the  umbilicus  and 
the  symphysis  pubis,  under  the  recti  muscles,  was  a  large  tumor,  in  ap- 
pearance like  a  distended  bladder  ;  its  color  was  dark,  and  it  was  in  a 
state  of  mortification.  I  first  thought  it  to  be  the  bladder,  but  by  raising 
it  u|)  1  found  it  was  not  attached  to  the  pelvis.  By  a  thorough  exami- 
nation it  was  found  to  be  a  portion  of  the  colon,  containing  the  coecum 
and  vermiformis  appendicula,  in  a  distended  state,  so  as  to  form  a  part 
of  the  sac.  The  distance  between  the  two  orifices  was  about  two  and  a 
half  inches  ;  that  is,  the  orifices  of  the  sac  formed  by  the  entrance  of 
the  ileum  and  the  colon.  The  sac  was  quite  large  ;  about  two  quarts  of 
li(|nid  faecal  matter  were  taken  from  it.  In  this  matter  were  large  [;(^anf, 
cranberries  and  potato  skins.  All  the  contents  of  the  bowels  uerc 
de|>()?!ied  in  !li:'=-.  sac. 

Case  11. — March  16.  I  was  callerl  to  visit  a  child  iiliotit  18  months 
old,  afflicted  with  spasms.     The  child  had  been  aficclcd  wiili  jieiiudical 
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spasms  for  eight  months,  and  had  had  symptoms  of  them  ahnost  from 
birth  ;  yet  it  grew  and  had  rather  a  heahhy  appearance.  The  spasms 
continued  after  I  saw  it  about  one  anrl  a  half  hour,  wlien  it  died. 

In  four  hours  after  death,  examination  was  made.  Tlie  abdominal 
muscles  were  removed  in  the  usual  manner,  and  a  thorough  examination 
of  the  viscera  was  made.  The  general  appearance  of  the  bowels,  liver, 
Sic,  was  healthy — but  on  more  minute  investigation  of  the  intestines, 
we  found  the  jejunum  affected  with  a  species  of  the  iliac  passion,  an  in- 
trosusception.  About  three  inches  of  the  intestine  fell  down  into  the 
part  below,  which  was  contracted,  and  the  bloodvessels  partially  congest- 
ed. Its  location  was  about  four  inches  from  tl)e  termination  of  the  duo- 
denum, and  twelve  inclies  from  this,  was  another,  very  similar  to  the 
first  in  all  respects. 

Query. — Is  this  a  case  of  congenital  volvulus?  What  is  the  proba- 
ble cause?  Could  the  child  have  been  cured  if  its  situation  was  known? 
What  are  the  best  remedies  to  use  in  such  cases  ?         INeh.  Cutter. 

Pepperell,  Ms.  March  20,  1837. 


REMARKS  ON  ITL\ER.\NTS. 

[Communicateci  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  SiuL'ical  Journal.] 

NO.      VII. — THE    QUAKER    DOCTOR. 

Of  all  the  wonders  which  have  taken  place  in  the  wonder-working 
world  to  which  we  belong,  the  wonder  of  the  Quaker  Doctor  might,  in 
some  particulars,  be  considered  as  ranking  the  highest.  We  read  of  the 
existence  of  wonders  in  ancient  times.  We  have  heard  of  giants  tall 
as  the  masts  of  some  unwieldy  battle-ship,  and  of  pigmies  not  more  than 
an  inch  or  two  exceeding  the  height  of  the  pen  with  which  I  make  these 
strictures.  The  latter,  if  I  mistake  not,  were  totally  extirpated  by  an 
army  of  cranes,  which  were  themselves  a  number  of  limes  upon  the 
point  of  being  defeated  before  they  completed  the  conquest.  We  have 
heard,  too,  of  riches  having  been  bestowed  upon  persons  in  a  wonderful 
manner ;  of  persons  being  transformed  into  beasts,  birds  and  fishes  ;  and 
of  deformed  ])ersons  becoming  very  beautiful.  Who  has  not  heard  of  a 
wonderful  bird  called  tiie  roe?  It  was  so  large  that  it  looked  like  a 
cloud,  wl)en  it  was  coming  from  a  distance  ;  it  could  carry  a  rock  of 
sufficient  weight  and  niagnitude  to  crush  a  ship,  in  its  talons,  and  its  egg 
was  as  large  as  a  middling-sized  mountain.  Aladdin's  lamp  was  a  won- 
der-working instrument.  On  being  rubbed  by  its  owner,  riches  could  be 
obtained  to  any  amount  :  palaces  of  |)orphyry  and  other  precious  stones, 
and  ornamented  with  diamonds,  could  be  erected  in  a  moment,  and 
viands  in  golden  dishes  could  he  transported  to  them  from  every  jiail  of 
the  world.  In  later  limes,  co|)per  and  all  the  baser  metals  have  been 
transmuted  into  gold,  riches  obtained  from  an  airy  bubble,  and  even  now, 
or  but  a  short  time  since,  somewhere  down  east,  barren  rocks,  sterile 
plains  and  lofty  mountains  could  be  converted  into  fertile  valleys,  with 
rivers  flowing  in  their  midst,  with  trees  of  luxuriant  growth   and  great 
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value  overshadowing:;  iheiii,  and  with  cities  springing  up  without  an  ef- 
fort. In  all  ages,  Morison  pills,  panaceas  of  diirereiit  kinds,  universal 
caiholicons  or  Indian  root  and  steam  doctors,  have  promised  wonders, 
and  a  wonder-seeking  |)eople  have  expected  wondeis  from  them. 

But  1  was  speaking  of  the  Quaker  doctor.  I  have  slated  that  the 
was  a  great  wonder,  and  unless  the  magic  which  has  heen  lost  will  alter 
the  opinion  of  him,  the  reader  will  fall  in  with  me  in  believing  that  he 
was  a  great  wonder. 

He  was  a  wonder,  inasmuch  as  he  announced  himself  as  being  able  to 
cure  all  n)anner  of  diseases — of  curing  them  without  the  use  of  medi- 
cine— of  even  curing  them,  if  it  suited  the  patient  any  better,  without 
seeiiiL',  them,  if  he  was.  only  made  acquainted  with  the  names  of  the 
persons  and  the  names  of  the  disorders.  All  he  had  to  do  was  to  say 
over  a  u.agical  sentence  or  two.  some  half  a  dozen  sesame  epithets,  and 
"  thee,  or  thy  friend,"  would  be  cured.  In  a  very  short  time  after  it 
w'as  known  that  he  was  endowed  with  such  a  wonderful  faculty,  patients 
crowded  in  upon  him  from  every  direction,  and  cards,  with  the  names  of 
the  patients  and  of  their  disorders  written  upon  thetu,  flowed  in  from  a 
great  distance  by  horse  loads.  Never  did  a  person  advance  to  so  high 
a  reputation  in  so  short  a  time.  He  was  a  topic  of  conversation  for 
everybody,  and  remarks  concerning  him  liave  become  matter  of  l)istory, 
to  be  handed  down  to  generations  yet  to  come.  All  that  could,  visited 
him  personally — partly  out  of  curiosity,  perhaps,  and  partly  from  the 
feeling  which  induces  the  Mahomedan  to  visit  the  shrine  of  the  prophet, 
and  the  Christian  to  desire  to  visit  the  Holy  Land.  There  were  so 
many  call-^,  and  so  many  communication^,  that  notwithstanding  he  des- 
|)atched  the  different  cases  as  expeditiously  as  it  was  possible,  it  occu- 
pied no  inconsiderable  portion  of  his  time  to  attend  to  them. 

When  he  had  amused  himself  with  their  credulity  long  enough,  and 
had  created  for  himself  a  niche  among  the  wonders  of  the  world,  beitig, 
if  I  mistake  not,  about  two  years,  he  frankly  owned  that  his  "  couunis- 
sion  "  was  taken  from  him,  and  "  thee,"  said  he,  "  must  seek  a  higher 
pou-er  to  heal  thy  infirmities,  if  thee  would  be  cured  by  a  miracle." 

There  were  a  tumiber  of  wonders  connected  with  the  Quaker  doctor. 
By  the  credulous  it  v.as  wonderful  that  l»j  should  be  |)ossessed  of  such 
a  wondeiful  faculty,  for  he  was  believed  in  reality  to  be  possessed  of  it. 
By  persons  of  better  information,  it  was  a  wonder  what  his  object  could 
be,  for  he  ()ositively  refused  any  remuneration.  These  things  were  dis- 
cussed anri  couunented  upon  by  a  great  many  different  persons,  and  in  a 
great  iiiany  different  places,  and  a  great  many  different  opinions  were  form- 
ed without  coming  to  any  unanimous  conclusions  about  them.  Many  per- 
sons interrogated  him,  in  regard  to  his  object,  but  could  obtain  no  satisfac- 
tion. He  was  too  shrewd  and  too  wise  to  tell  everything  he  knew,  or  even 
in  some  cases  to  let  his  left  hand  know  what  his  right  hand  did.  What  he 
did  was  generally  best  known  to  himself.  He  generally  ke[it  his  own 
council.  He  employed  no  jierson  to  go  before  him  to  proclaim  what  he 
was  going  to  do,  or  to  herald  his  own  fame.  He  was  a  man,  who, 
though  upon  a  slight  acquaintance  would  not  be  thought  more  of  than  a 
thousand  others,  upon    an  extensive   acquaintance  was   found  to   have 
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some  ballast  about  biin.  Though  he  talked  not  a  great  deal,  and  was 
not  always  uj)oii  the  gab,  there  was  more  contained  in  that  plump, 
somewhat  obloni;,  fine-looking  head  of  liis,  than  every  one  supposed. 
Though  he  talked  not  much,  there  was  no  affected  muteness,  no  haughty 
surliness,  no  delect  in  his  social  faculties. 

Such  a  man  would  not  be  likely  to  tell  what  his  object  in  such  a  mat- 
ter was.  At  any  rate  he  did  not  tell,  and  though  twenty  years  have 
elapsed  since  he  allowed  himself  to  be  known  as  such  a  person  as  has 
been  mentioned,  it  is  still  a  wonder  by  a  great  many  what  his  object  was. 
Some  may  say  he  had  no  object  in  view,  but  did  it  out  of  mere  playful- 
ness ;  but  he  was  too  wise,  too  discreet,  was  endowed  with  too  much 
decision  of  character,  to  do  anything  without  an  object.  The  people 
where  he  belonged,  in  the  town  of  Shelburne,  in  Vermont,  would  consid- 
er it  a  slander  and  almost  a  stigma  upon  themselves,  not  to  have  it 
thought  that  he  had  some  object  in  view. 

To  come  to  tlie  ultimatum  of  the  matter,  though  he  never  told  any 
one,  it  is  supposed  his  object  was  to  show  people  what  fools  they  were 
— to  show  them  what  they  could  be  made  to  believe,  and  that  nothing 
was  too  vast  for  their  credulity.  He  knew  that  they  were  forever  seek- 
ing for  wonders,  and  he  thought  he  would  give  them  one  worth  looking 
at.  He  perceived  that  nothing,  even  a  saw-mill,  would  choke  them,  and 
he  thoui,dit  he  would  give  them  a  mouthful  for  once  ;  but  still  it  satisfied 
not,  and  they  hankered  for  more. 

What  can  be  done  to  convince  us  that  we  have  reason  to  direct  us? 
To  tell  us  so  w'ill  not  convince  us.  To  use  arguments  will  not  do  it.  If 
one  would  hoax  us  into  our  senses  we  consider  it  too  much  of  a  reality  ; 
therefore  we  must  let  it  all  go,  and  let  every  man  think  and  act  as  he 
listeth.  F. 
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[Communicated  for  tli3  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. J 
NO.      II.  CUPKESiSUS      THUYOIUES.         WHITE      CEDAR. 

Sex.  Syst. — The  Cupressus  belongs  to  the  class  Monoecia,  and  order 
Moiiadelphia.      Nat.  Ord.  Coniferas. 

Generic  Characteristics. — Sterile  flowers  in  an  ovate  amcnl  :  scales 
peltate  ;  calyx  and  corolla  none  ;  antbeis  four,  sessile.  Fertile  flowers 
— strobile,  with  the  scales  peltate;  calyx  and  corolla  none;  germs  four 
— eiicht  under  each  scale  of  the  strobile;  nuts  angular,  compressed. 

Kipccific  Dcscrip. — C.  Thuyoidcs.  Bianchlets  ancipitous,  flattened 
like  those  of  the  Arbor  Vine;  leaves  imbricate  in  four  rows,  ovale,  tu- 
bercul.ite  at  tiie  base  ;  cones  very  small,  angul.ir,  sub-spherical. 

This  is  a  large  evergreen  tree,  abundant  in  swamps  in  mauv  part'^  of 
New  England,  and  in  other  portions  of  the  United  Slalc'^.  Jt  is  \idgar- 
ly  called  cedar,  cypress,  white  cedar,  &ic.  Tiie  sword-liko  appearance 
of  its  terminal  branches,  from  the  peculiar  arraugeinenl,  aiul  compressed 
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state,  of  its  minute  eg2,-sIiai)C(l  leaves,  renders  it  easily  distinguished 
from  most  other  perennials,  and  adds  iiiueli  to  its  beauty.  In  foliai;e,  it 
resembles  nearest  the  Arbor  Vila^,  or  False  While  Cedar  (Thuya  Occi- 
dentali>),  of  any  tree  in  our  forests.  The  Arbor  Vita:  is,  however, 
much  the  smallest,  and  <:ro\vs  on  hiirh  land. 

A  highly  volatile  oil  is  obtained  from  the  iwigs  of  this  tree,  by  distil- 
lation, which  is  kept  in  son)e  of  the  shops,  and  called  by  various  names. 
The  distillers  who  send  it  to  the  city,  being  unacquainted  with  its  botani- 
cal name,  call  it  what  is  most  convenient,  or  most  conducive  to  its  sale. 
The  a|>othecary  usually  buys  it  by  the  name  of  cedar,  and  sells  it  as 
such,  without  reference  to  kind.  Consequently,  it  is  often  used  for  the 
Red  Cedar  (Juniperus  Yirginiana),  and  vice  versa.  It  may  be  found  at 
the  shop  of  Brewer  &,  Brothers,  Boston. 

This  oil,  or  its  tincture  with  alcohol,  is  a  powerfully  diffusible  stimu- 
lant, and  evaporates  rapidly.  It  bears  some  analogy  in  taste  and  smell, 
as  well  as  in  medical  properties,  to  the  oil  of  hemlock  (Pinus  Canaden- 
sis), but  is  a  more  powerful  remedy.  It  differs  consicleiably  from  the 
Red  Cedar  in  its  physical  properties  and  its  medical  qualities,  and,  as  it 
is  a  tree  of  a  different  genus,  should  never  be  confounded  with  it.  It 
probably  far  surpasses  the  Red  Cedar  as  a  diffusible  stimulant,  produc- 
ing a  generous  glow  of  warmth,  and  a  tendency  to  pers|)ir;ition,  when 
taken  even  in  u;oderate  doses. 

It  is  a  stimulant,  diaphoretic,  diuretic  and  emmenngogue,  and  ought 
to  have  a  place  in  ^ur  materia  medica.  It  is  a  valuable  remedy  in  chron- 
ic rheumatism,  used  externally  and  internally  ;  and  has  been  given  with 
much  success  in  suppressed  catamenia.  In  dropsical  complaints  it  has 
been  used  with  benefit.  As  an  external  stimulant  it  olten  relieves  the 
pain  of  local  inflanunallons,  and  nervous  headache.  1  have  used  it  in- 
ternally and  externally  with  happy  effect  in  tic  douloureux.  It  certainly 
deserves  a  fair  trial  by  physicians,  and  its  appropriate  name  given  by 
apothecaries.  S.   A.   Toothakek,  M.D. 

Cambridge,  March  28,  1837. 
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MASSACHUSETTS  CHARITAHLE   EVE    AND   EAR   INFlllMARV. 

We  have  had  it  in  contempliition  .severid  weeks,  to  rppul)lisli  the  very 
valualiji!,  and,  to  medical  men,  tiuly  irilcrcstinj;  slalistical  rc|)Oit  of  ihe 
mariairers  of  lliis  pliilaiithrnpic  mstitiitinn,  printed  liy  ordrr  of  llu;  Senate 
— aiTompanied  liy  a  repftrt  and  residve  of  that  body,  fii^hiy  horioiaid*'  to 
liifiii  as  men  and  wise  legislators.  A  press  of  tnalter  ol)li;fPs  iis  to  post- 
pone, at  lliis  time,  all  luit  a  part  oi'  the  report  of  llio  .Juint  Slandiiipr 
Coriin-.itlee  on  Piihlic  Charitaiile  Inslitulioiis,  reserving  tiie  lustoricul  and 
tabular  statements  lor  another  day. 
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"  It  is  not  possible  that,  in  miscellaneous  practice,  every  physician 
and  surgeon  can  be  suffif.ienlly  conversant  with  the  various  maladies,  to 
wbicli  the  ortratis  of  vision  are  subject — to  meet  every  difficulty — and 
operate  with  the  success  of  one  whose  whole  life  has  been  devoted  to 
one  sinji'e  branch  of  the  healinu;  art.  It  was  said  by  the  celebrated 
Baron  W^enzell,  an  eminent  European  oculist,  of  ereat  and  deserved 
distinction,  that  '■he  had  spoiled  a  hat-full  of  eyes,'' btfore  he  knew  hoxo  to 
operale  succfSsfuUij. 

"  It  is  presumed,  therefore,  that  there  is  always  danger  that  more  in- 
jury than  benefit  will  be  derived  from  any  course  of  surgical  treatment 
of  this  delicate  organ,  by  one  who  is  not  frequently  consulted,  and  who 
has  not  become  perfectly  familiar  with  its  minute  anatomical  structure — 
its  functions,  and  its  morbid  affections." 

"  The  Charitable  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary  asks  for  relief  and  aid  —  not 
for  itself — not  for  its  oflicers,  nor  as  a  reward  lor  services  rendered — but 
for  the  sick  and  indioent,  who  seek  its  portals  from  all  sections  of  the 
Commonwealth,  as  the  last  and  only  remaining  place  in  which  there  is 
even  a  hope  of  reliel'.  Were  the  feelings  of  benevolence  entirely  out  of 
the  question,  and  philatdhropy,  that  best  attril)ute  of  the  heart,  in  no  in- 
stance permitted  to  e.xercise  its  benign  influences  in  the  holy  cause  of 
relieving  human  niisery,  the  principles  of  economy  alone  would  justify  the 
Commonwealth  in  making  liberal  appropriations  for  this  most  e.xcellent 
charity.  If  the  citizens  of  Massachusetts  have  manifested  a  perfect  and 
ready  willinsness  to  support  the  indi^eut  blind,  till  tliey  have  acquired  a 
knowledge  of  some  species  of  handicraft,  by  which  they  can  maintain 
themselves  honora!)ly,  comfortalily  and  independently — surely  they  will 
not,  in  this  enlightened  age,  murmur  at  an  e.xpenditure  vihich  would  es- 
sentially lessen  the  number  of  those  who  are  liable  to  become  paupers 
from  blindness.  There  are  many  unhappy  men,  women  and  children, 
supported  in  almshouses,  on  account  of  defective  vision  or  total  l)lmd- 
ness,  who  might  be  wholly  restored  to  sight,  and  who  would  consider  it 
the  summit  of  earthly  felicity  to  be  able  to  maintain  thems'^lves.  But  to 
many  of  this  unhappy  class,  there  seetns  to  be  no  prospect  of  relief. 
They  have  no  means  of  supporting  themselves  at  the  institution,  when 
they  arrive,  until  a  deliberate  investigation  of  their  cases  can  lie  had, 
and  the  success  of  operations  and  treatment  fully  and  satisfactorily  as- 
certained. Private  benevolence  cannot  maintain  the  vast  numl)nr  of 
calls  made  by  the  poor  and  afflicted.  Patients  are  continually  arriving 
and  departinji — and  each  returning  one  spreads  farther  and  wider  the 
benefits  and  praises  of  this  institution.  The  effect  has  been  to  increase 
the  i)atients  till  the  cases  are  so  numerous  as  to  interfere  with  the  private 
occupations  of  gentlemen  who  have  been  active  in  raising  the  infirmary 
to  its  present  rank.  No  one  of  the  surgeons  receives  any  compensation 
whatever  for  services  rendered  to  a  (claimant  for  surgical  relief.  All  is 
/).(,£ — all  if)-ff/»i/o«s.  But  the  bright  plans,  the  cheering  hopes,  the  buoy- 
ant spirits  of  those  who  have  been  for  years  in  total  and  unchangincr 
darkness,  are  too  frequently  thrown  back  intf)  despcmdency  and  eternal 
n!"lit  in  the  midst  of  day,  just  lor  the  want  of  the  simplt;  necessaries  of 
life    and  a  roof  to  shelter  them  until  a  cure  can   be  cornpleted." 

"  Allliough  your  Committee  have  embodied  as  many  statistical  and 
historical  facts,  illustrative  of  the  usefulness  and  undeniable  imporlance 
of  this  institution,  as  miitht  l)e  deemed  necessary  (in  a  country,  too, 
Jike  ours,  where  all  are    industrious  but    the    maimed,   and  all   are  happy 
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who  seek  for  liappiness  in  a  rational  manner,  except  the  blind  and  in- 
satie),  yet  they  would  iir<reiilly  reconunend  the  personal  atter.tion  of  the 
nefnhers  of  liie  Lrcrisiature  to  the  dnily  concerns  of  this  theatre  of  he- 
nevolence  ;  l>ein<i  assured  that  ev(;ry  genlh-rnan  will  l)e  stronj^iy  impress- 
ed with  the  justness  of  its  clainis  to  public  assistance." 


FUNCTIONAL   AMD   ORGANIC  DISEASES   OF   THE   UTERUS* 

Dr.  Joseph  W.\rrington,  of  Philadelphia,  has  piven  to  the  profession 
of  this  country  a  tianslalion  from  the  French,  which  will  he  well  received 
hv  all  conscientious  piactilioneis  of  medicine.  The  notes  which  the 
American  editor  has  appended,  are  neither  nutiierous  or  striking  in  charac- 
ter ;  hut  we  are  disposed  to  bestow  upon  him  distinct  praise  for  exercising 
a  sound  and  discriminating  judgment  in  the  selection  of  this  excellent 
treatise  by  Duparcque.  VV"e  feci  under  real  oliligat  ions  to  Dr.  W.,  inas- 
much as  he  has  supplied  our  libraries  with  a  decidedly  valuable  book, 
expressly  designed  to  aid  us  in  the  management  of  a  diseased  organ 
which   has  never  been  very  suc-i:essfully  treated  in  ]\ew    England. 

Part  first  gives  an  explanation  of  the  origin  and  causes  ol"  the  organic 
affections  of  the  ulerus,  illustrated  by  eleven  cases,  each  one  being  ex- 
ceedingly profitable,  if  well  remembered.  In  the  second  chapter,  follows 
a  general  view  of  the  formation,  development  and  termination  of  altera- 
tions of  the  uterus,  together  with  details  of  cases,  equally  valuable.  This 
chapter,  however,  has  a  sort  of  obscure  beginning,  as  for  example — "  The 
termination  of  the  dcvfhpmenl  of  hyperlropliy,  ivhicli  consists  iii  a  specits  of 
exa^fCtralion  of  nutrition,^'  Stc.  which  is  enough  to  frighten  a  pretty  good 
English  scholar.  Sanguine  engorgements,  simple  sanguine  congestion, 
haemorrhagic  engorgements,  chronic  inflammations,  incidental  phenonie- 
na  of  hard  engorgements,  carcinomatous  excrescences,  osseous  altera- 
tions, scirrhous  cancer,  sanguine  cancer,  ulcerations,  &.c.  of  the  uterus,  are 
each  carefully  investigated.  That  part  of  the  book,  near  its  coticlusion, 
ex[)ressly  devoted  to  descriptions  of  surgical  operations  on  the  same  or- 
gan, gives  an  additional  value  to  the  preceding  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  pages.  It  should  certainly  be  procured  by  those  who  feel  the  want 
of  some  concise,  elementary  essay.  It  has  our  best  wishes — for  the 
translator,  as  well  as  the  owner,  has  unequivocally  done  his  brethren  an 
essential  service. 


The  Blind  in  Ohio. — It  was  ascertained,  not  long  since,  that  there  were 
five  hundred  blind  persons  in  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  about  sixty  of  whom 
were  at  a  proper  age  for  instruction,  according  to  the  benevolent  system 
practised  at  the  Blind  Asylum  in  this  city.  There  is  reason  for  believing 
that  a  similar  institution  will  be  raised  into  being  in  that  State,  in  a 
short  time. 


Copland^s  Dictionai'y  again. — We  are  informed  by  Mr.  W.  H.  S.  Jor- 
dan, of  this  city,  successor  to  Mr.  Colman,  one  of  the  original  publish- 
ers of  the  Dictionary,  that  "  all  the  merit  of  assuming  the  risk  to  furnish 
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the  third  Part  to  subscribers  who  had  paid  in  advance,  in  the  continued 
delay  of  Gen.  DulT  Green  to  do  so,  belongs  to  ]Mr.  C,  who  without  any 
other  interest  than  as  one  of  the  original  undertakers  desiring  its  com- 
pletion, has  procured  the  printing  of  a  suf^ir-ient  number  of  copies  to 
supply  all  who  have  paid  in  advance  for  the  work."  Mr.  Jordan  adds 
that  any  subscriber  to  the  Dictionary  who  bus  not  received  Part  III.  may 
receive  it  by  addressing  him  at  121  Washington  St. 


Changes  in  Diseases. — McCulloch,  in  comparing  English  tables  for  the 
last  two  centuries,  finds  that  a[)ople.xies  and  inflammations  have  vastly 
increased,  and  consumptions  diminished,  as  also  deaths  from  surgical 
operations  for  stone,  Sec.  Dyspepsia,  liver  disease  and  gout  might  be 
added  to  the  new  productions  of  this  modern  luxurious  age,  in  part  or  in 
whole  growing  out  of  the  substitution  of  spirituous  liquors  for  beer. 
The  general  and  cheap  use  of  wine,  sugar  and  good  food  ha.^,  on  the 
other  hand,  greatly  circumscribed  the  march  of  typhus  and  other  pesti- 
lential distempers  ;  while  the  new  scourges  of  cholera,  black  vomit,  &.c., 
have  taken  the  place  of  plague,  sweating  sickness,  Sec,  of  the  olden 
time. 


Treatment  of  Influenza. — The  London  Lancet,  in  speaking  of  the  late 
prevalent  epiden)ic    influenza,  thus  alludes  to  the  treatment. 

"  In  the  severe  cases,  the  most  efiectual  treatment  was  found  to  consist 
in  the  administration  of  an  aperient,  containing  two  or  three  grains  ofpro- 
tochloride  of  mercury,  generally  combined  with  aloes.  This,  in  all  cases, 
was  found  essential  ;  and  here  we  may  notice  the  signal  relief  which  all 
such  cases  as  smallpo.x,  scarlet  fever,  under  treatment  at  this  period,  de- 
rived at  their  commencement,  especially  from  purgatives,  of  which 
protochloride  of  mercury,  and  rhubarb  or  jalap,  followed  by  castor  oil, 
Stc,  were  the  most  useful. 

"  A  saline  mixture,  composed  of  tartar  emetic  and  sulphate  of  mag- 
nesia, generally  produced  in  a  night  or  two  a  diaphoresis,  which  was  al- 
ways attended  with  relief;  in  the  arthritic  varieties,  small  doses  of  vin. 
sem.  colch.,  in  the  above  mixture,  cave  great  and   immediate  relief" 


Introduction  of  the  CalJicter. — In  lecturing  lately  on  some  cases  of 
stricture  of  the  urethra  under  treatment,  INIr.  Liston  made  some  remarks 
on  the  mode  which  he  had  long  observed  in  introducing  the  catheter,  or 
bougie,  in  all  cases  in  which  the  obstruction  was  not  seated  near  the  ori- 
fice of  the  urethra.  He  preferred  the  etnployment  of  one  hand  only, 
the  urethra  being  left  perfectly  free  ;  by  pursuing  that  method  the  instru- 
ment was  less  likely  to  be  impeded,  the  natural  obstacles  met  with  about 
the  sinus  of  the  urethra  being  more  effectually  and  certainly  avoided,  the 
patient  suffering  less  uneasiness,  and  the  operation  being  altogether  more 
easily  and  dexterously  effected  than  when  the  member  was  pulled  out, 
and  the  urethra  was  put  unnaturally  upon  the  stretch. 


Hahnemannism. — At  a  late  meeting  of  the  London  Medical  Society,  af- 
ter Dr.  Uwins  had  read  a  paper  in  favor  of  the  homoeopathic  doctrines, 
the  subject  was  discussed  by  the  members. 
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Dr.  Ure  had  seen  the  practice  of  Ilahncmannism  in  Germany,  at  the 
very  fountain-liead  of  the  "  art,"  and  it  was  not  successful  even  there. 
The  doctrine  of  "  siniilia  similibus  curentur  "  was  almost  as  old  as  (he 
hills.  Theophrastus  was  its  advocate,  but  it  fell  into  oblivion,  and  was 
only  revived  by  Hahnemann,  whose  disciples  blazoned  abroad  their 
"  cures,''  but  kept  secret  the  deaths  which  occurred  in  their  practice. 
Prince  Frederick  of  Swartzenburgh  died  under  the  care  of  Hahnemann, 
though  the  "  new  light  "  gentlemen  said  that  his  highnoss  was  guided  to 
his  last  home  by  (he  ailopathists.  An  old  lady  also  died  under  liiis  treat- 
ment, in  wjiom  the  globule  of  medicine  was  found  in  a  carif)us  tooth, 
which  circumstance  was  considered  to  afford  a  reason  for  her  death,  the 
salvatory  medicine  not  having  reached  the  stomach.  He  thought  that 
one  point  in  (he  practice  of  Hahnemann  had  been  overlooked — their  rigid 
enforcement  of  diet.  To  many  articles  they  strongly  ol)jected.  Coffee 
was  one  which,  in  particular,  they  anatiiematised,  asserting  that  TSapoleon 
and  Byron  both  fell  victims  to  the  use  of  that  beverage. 

Dr.  Addison  would  not  consent  to  argue  on  a  subject  which  was  so  ut- 
terly beneath  notice,  but  wished  the  world  to  know  in  vvliat  estimation 
that  Society  held  the  practice  of  Hahnemann — that  ils  followers  were 
either  fit  for  lunatic  asylums,  or  practised  with  the  most  sordid  motives. 
He  (Dr.  A.)  was  a  very  loyal  man,  and  had  always  been  so  ;  hut  he 
could  not  help  saying  that  he  considered  that  the  profession  of  this  coun- 
try had  been  grossly  insulted  in  the  highest  quarters,  by  the  preference 
there  shown  to  the  employers  of  this  foreign  mystery.  Did  the  court 
ever  send  for  lawyers  who  dealt  out  the  law  in  algebraic  fractions,  or 
bishops  who  preached  by  the  square-root  ^  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that 
the  blame  was  to  be  ascribed  to  the  royal  persons  themselves  who  set  this 
example  in  medicine,  but  those  who  were  about  ihem  deserved  the  se- 
verest censure  for  aiding  and  abetting  Hahnemannism  in  the  palace. 


The  Smallpox  exists  at  Royalston,  Vt. — One  fatal    case   has  occurred 
at  Braintree,  in  this  State. 


College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  the  Western  District  of  the  State 
of  JVew  York,  in  Fairfeld,  Herkimer  county. — There  were  164  students 
the  past  session  (18.36-7)  in  this  school.  At  the  commencement,  on  the 
2d  February,  1836,  the  degree  of  M.D.  was  conferred  upon  30. 


University  of  Pennsylvania. — Four  hundred  and  one  students  have 
matriculated  the  present  session  in  the  medical  department  of  this 
institution. 


Transylvania    University. — The   number  of  medical  students  in  this  in- 
stitution the  present  session  is  242. 


Died, — In  Killingly,  Con.  on  the  25th  ult.  Dr.  Hazard  Peckham,  aged  50 
years — much  esteemed  as  a  physician  and  a  man. — The  celebrated  chemist 
Berzelius  has  just  died  at  Upsal,  at  the  age  of  86.  He  was  the  only  surviving  dis- 
ciple of  Linnaeus. 
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Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  llie  week  ending  April  ] ,  30.     J!ales,  20 — females,  10. 

Consuinption,  4 — |)leurisy  lever,  1 — iiitlaiiiniatory  sore  throat,  I  —  marasmus  2 — abscess  on  rlie 
braJti,  1 — drowned,  I — old  age,  -2 — suicide,  1  — lii)i>|)iri;^  cougli,  1 — inng  lever,  1— infantile,  3— decline, 
1  —  palsy,  1 — diabetes,  I — teething  1— tits,  2 — scrofula,  1 — scarlet  fever,  1 — dropsy,  1 — burn,  1 — apo- 
plexy, 1. 


A   BARGAIN. 

A  PHYSICIA\    in   the   County  of  Kennebeck  (.Maine),  wishing  to  leave  the  Plate,  would  dispose 
of  Ilis  situation  on  the  most  reasonable  terms,     it  is  an  eligible  stand  fur  business,  Hiid  oU'eis  a  rare 
O))portunity  fi)r  any  young  gentleman  wishing  to  engage  in  the  practice  of  medicine,      lor  further 
inform  iti. in,  inquire  at  this  ollice — if  by  letter,  post  paid. 
Feb.  1.  tf 

COPL.\NDS   DICTIONARY,   PART   III. 

A  DicTioMRy  of  Frantic. U  .iledicine  ;  coin|)rising  (General  Pathology — the  Nature  and  Treatment  of 
0i>s  lies,  -Vljrbid  .Structures,  and  the  disorders  especially  incidental  to  tliniale,  to  the  sex,  and  to  the 
diifjie.ii  Bp.iciis  ,if  life — iviih  nuinerous  prescriptions  lor  the  medicines  recoinmended,  a  dass.fication 
of  diseases,  accordiiig  to  paihologicil  principles,  a  cupioiis  Uibliogi  aphy,  with  references,  and  an 
Ap.ienJix  ofajiproved  Formiilie;  the  wh-.ile  forming  a  library  of  I'atln.logy  and  Practical  Medicine, 
and  a  digest  o(  .ils.lical  Liter.iture.  By  J^mks  Coj-land,  Al.ij.,  Coiisuiling  Physician  to  (iueen  Ciiar- 
lolte's  Lying  ill  U.ispital  ;  r-enior  I'hysician  to  the  Koyal  liilirmaiy  for  liiseases  of  Cliililren;  Member 
of  the  iljyal  tJ.illege  of  fnysiciaiis,  London  ;  Alember  ol  tiio  . Medical  and  Chiriirgical  r-ocieties  of  Lon- 
don and  Berlin,  ice.  This  day  published  by  W.  U.  TICKNUR,  corner  of  Washington  and  fcchool- 
streets.  Jlarch  6 

PROLAl'sUS    UTER[    CURED    BY    EXTERNAL    APPLICATION. 

DR.  A..  G.  HJLL'cj  U  I'LilO-ABiJO.vil.N  AL  j?UPPOiM'oil  is  otfeied  to  those  altiicted  with  Prolapsus 
(7;en',  and  othof  diss  ises  d.;penJiiig  upon  telaxation  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  as  an  instrument  in 
every  way  calculated  for  relief  and  perunneiit  restoration  to  health.  V\  hen  this  insiriiineiit  is  care- 
fully and  properly  tilted  to  the  form  of ihepalient,  it  invariably  atfords  the  most  imiiitdiaie  iminiiiiity, 
from  the  distressing"  dragging  and  bearing  down  "  st-nsatioii>  which  accompaMy  nearlj  all  visceral  dis- 
pliicements  of  the  abdomen,  and  its  skilful  apjilicatiini  is  alwaj  s  t'ollowed  by  an  early  confession  of 
radical  relief  from  the  patient  herself.  The  Supporter  is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by 
the  piiient  witnoit  f  irtiier  .iid.  a'lthin  the  last  two  years  7UU  of  tlie  Uteio-.Abdominal  Supporters 
liave  been  applied  with  the  most  happy  re.-iiilts. 

I'.ie  virf  gie  It  success  which  this  instrumeni  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its  examination 
by  the  PnysTcian  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  pessary  hitherto  in  u^t.  It  is  gratify  ing  to 
state,  th  It  It  Ills  .an.  the  decided  approb  ition  of  every  member  of  the  Medical  Faculty  w  lio  has  ap- 
plied It,  as  Well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  it. 

I'.ii  S  I'xcribers  h  iving  been  app.iinted  aaents  for  the  sale  of  the  above  instruments,  all  orders  ad- 
dressed to  them  will  be  promptly  attended  to.     Price,  .$10. 

ij).vs  i  I  :iJ,  Boston;  xJavid  IviMPiLL,  Poitsinuuth,  N.  H.  ;  Joshua  Dubgin,  Portland,  Me., 
Joseph  Bilch,  Jk.  Providence,  K.  1.;  Elisha  Edwards,  Springfield,  Mass.  ;  N.  S.  Uorden, 
Bridgeport,  Conn.  Oct.  5— tim 

VACCINE     VIRUS. 

PHy3iciA>-s  in  any  part  of  the  United  States  may  hereafter  be  furnished  with  pure  vaccine  virus,  by 
addressin"  the  editor  of  tlie  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal — inclosmg  one  dollar.  Letters  must 
be  post-paid,  or  they  will  not  be  taken  from  the  Post  Ollice.  Tlie  vims  will  invariably  be  sent  by  the 
first  mail,  unless  some  other  mode  of  conveyance  is  directed.  Ten  chaiged  quills,  an  ample  unan- 
tity  for  mealing  anv  sudden  emergency,  and"  certainly  suflicient  to  propagate  a  supidy  from,  w  ill  be 
securely  packed  ilia  letter.  The  itentleman  who  has  undertaken  to  keep  the  virus,  will  faithfully 
supply  that  which  is  positively  genuine  and  recently  taken.  It  will  also  be  furnished  on  application 
at  the  .\Ic-dical  Journal  office. 


MEDICAL  TUITION. 

The  subscribers  have  recently  made  s.)ine  addiliniial  arrangements  for  the  instruction  of  medical 
stiideuts.  A  suitable  room  is  'provided,  as  heretofore,  for  the  use  of  the  |.npils  ;  the  necessary  books 
are  supplied;  and  a  systematic  course  of  study  is  recommended.  Personal  instruction  is  gi%en  to 
each  pi  ill  in  each  of'llie  several  departments  of  medical  knowledge.  Every  facility  is  provided  for 
ths  cultiv.ition  of  practical  anaiomv,  which  the  present  improved  state  of  the  law  permits.  'J'liis 
depirimenl  will  receive  the  constani  attention  of  one  of  the  subscribers,  who  will  always  give  such 
aid  and  instruction  as  the  pupils  may  need.  .  •     .,     ,,   j-     ,  c  i,     i 

The  p.ipil-i  hive  fiee  adiiission  to  the  lectures  on  Anatomy,  and  on  Surgery,  in  the  Medical  School 
of  Harvard  University,  and  to  all  the  practice  of  the  .Massachusetts  General  ilospital;  and  generally 
they  have  opportunity  to  attend  private  surgical  operations. 

The  terms  are,  $100  per  annum  ;  to  be  paid  in  advance.  ,^„^.  ,^    ,„,„„i,^t 

JOMA    t'.    W  AKKijIN, 
GEOKCE   IIAYVVARD, 
Boston,  October,  1835.  June  lo-eoptf  j"^M^  w'vKKEX 
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FISKE   FUND  PRIZE   DISSERTATIONS   OF    THE   RHODE  ISLAND 
MEDICAL   SOCIETY.— NO.  I. 

BY    THOMAS    H.    WEBB,    M.D.,    PROVIDENCE. 

"  What  are  the  causes  and  nature  of  Rheuhatism,  and  the  best  mode  of 
treatment  to  be  employed  therein  ?" 

(Concluded  from  page  139.) 

The  case  which  was  given  in  the  last  number  of  the  Journal  was  dwelt 
upon,  on  account  of  the  obstinacy  of  its  cliaracter,  and  the  peculiarity  of 
the  effects  produced  by  the  opium  ;  difFerint;  so  materially  from  what 
we  should  have  anticipated,  knowing  the  generally  received  opinion  re- 
specting this  drug.  It  has  been  compressed  jito  as  narrow  limits  as 
possible,  though  more  detailed  minutes  of  this  and  other  cases  have 
been  kept ;  sed  ex  uno,  disce  omnes.  For  the  last  five  or  six  years  the 
plan  has  been  pursued  by  us  in  two  institutions  with  which  we  have 
been  connected,*  also  in  private  practice  ;  and  likewise  preity  exten- 
sively, by  some  of  our  medical  friends  ;  and  thus  far,  with  a  degree  of 
success  that  has  not  crowned  our  efforts  when  other  means  were  exclu- 
sively confided  in.  Some  of  these  cases  were  of  long  standing  ;  one, 
in  particular,  of  twelve  years. 

As  regards  the  modus  operandi  of  opium,  we  consider  its  action  is  to 
tranquillize  and  equalize  the  circulation  and  excitability  of  the  systeu), 
and  tliereby  facilitate  the  insensible  perspiration  that  goes  on  during 
health,  or  the  (general  diaphoresis  which  it  generallv  induces  and  which 
brings  the  disease  to  a  crisis.  We  know  that  a  profuse  perspiration 
sometimes  comes  on  in  rheumatism,  and  proves  very  troublesome,  not 
assuaging  pain,  nor  alleviating;  other  uncomfcM'table  symptoms;  but  we 
also  know,  that  there  is  an  effort,  on  the  part  of  Nature,  to  overcome 
this  morbid  tendency,  and  substitute  a  critical  sweat  in  its  stead  ;  and 
experience  teaches  us,  that,  whatever  a2;ents  will  prove  auxiliary  to  this 
effort,  are  safe  and  salutary.  For  this  purpose,  we  know  of  no  one 
article  which  is  preferable  to  opium,  judiciously  managed. 

We  are  aware  that  Sydenham  raised  objections  against  this  medicine  ; 
but  he,  of  course,  objected  to  it  on  accoimt  of  the  manner  in  which  it 
was  administered,  and  the  effects  in  consequence,  resulting  therefrom. 
We  also  should  join  in  such  an  opposition  ;  believing  that  the  principle, 
upon  which  the    practice  was  based,  was  an  erroneous   one.     The  force 
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of  his  objections,  when  duly  examined,  will  be  found  to  weigh  against  the 
former  mode  of  administering  it,  and  not  against  the  article  itself 

Hebeiden,  whose  authority  needs  no  endorser  to  make  it  negotiable, 
observes,  '•  Opium,  notwithstanding  Sydenham's  objections,  has  at  least 
proved  a  safe  and  effectual  remedy  " — "  it  has  not  only  palliated  symp- 
toms, but  has  been  judged  to  contribute  to  the  cure  of  rheumatism." 

Powerful  prejudices  exist  in  the  minds  of  most  individuals  against  it, 
grounded,  as  is  supposed,  upon  the  results  of  experience.  Its  stimulat- 
ing and  heating  qualities,  we  are  told,  will  augment,  instead  of  lessen, 
suffering,  and  increase,  instead  of  diminish,  inflammatory  action.  This, 
we  are  free  to  acknowledge,  is  true,  so  long  as  w-e  are  governed  by  the 
old  principle  in  administering  it;  viewing  it  simply  as  an  anodyne;  giv- 
ing it  in  a  small  dose,  and  abridging  even  that  if  any  uneasiness  of  head 
or  stomach,  any  addition  to  febrile  excitement,  seems  to  be  induced. 
But  employed  in  the  manner  that  Cazenave  has  designated,  it  in  fact 
becomes  an  entirely  different  medical  agent,  and  is  characterized  by 
strongly  marked  sanative  virtues.  When  thus  used,  it  does  indeed 
establish  the  correctness  of  the  appellation  long  ago  bestowed  upon  it, 
and  becomes  in  truth  "  a  gift  of  the  Gods  J'  * 

There  are  some  cases  to  be  met  with,  wherein  the  medicine  will  not 
produce  its  effects,  unless  by  the  aid  of  an  adjuvant.  As,  for  instance, 
where  the  stomach  is  in  such  a  state  of  debility  that  there  is  not  suffi- 
cient energy  remaining  to  enable  it  to  act  upon  the  opium  ;  here,  of 
course,  we  must  fail  unless  so  fortunate  as  to  detect  the  derangement 
and  resort  to  suitable  measures  for  removing  it.  We  advise,  in  such 
cases,  the  combining  of  a  certain  portion  of  sulphate  of  quinine,  with 
the  opium,  varying  the  quantity  to  suit  the  exigencies  of  the  case,  and 
the  frequency  of  the  dose.  We  shall  tiius  be  enabled  to  restore  or  im- 
prove the  tone  of  the  organ,  and  thereby  accomplish  the  main  object 
had  in  \'\e\v. 

Sometimes  we  may  fail  in  consequence  of  an  idiosyncrasy  of  the 
constitution.  One  of  the  (ew  failures  that  have  occurred  here,  is  to  be 
thus  accounted  for.  The  patient,  a  young  female,  had  suffered  severely 
from  a  rheumatic  affection  of  the  knee  joints  ;  it  had  resisted  all  ordinary 
modes  of  treatment,  and  was  finally  subjected  to  the  opium  plan,  but 
with  only  partial  relief.  The  patient  perspired  freely,  nay,  profusely  all 
over  the  body,  but  the  lower  extremities  remained  hot  and  dry.  After 
persevering  in  the  course  for  several  days,  the  mother  observed,  one 
morning,  that  there  was  one  curious  circumstance  about  her  daughter 
which  she  had  forgotten  to  mention.  It  was,  that  in  all  sickness  where 
sweating  had  been  necessary,  it  was  found  impossible  to  produce  it  upon 
the  lower  limbs. 

Although  we  have  had  cases  cured  without  pushing  the  pills  to  the 
sweating  point,  still  if  relief  is  not  previously  obtained,  and  as  a  general 
rule  it  will  not  be,  they  must  be  continued  to  that  point  ;  and  where  we 
cannot  attain  it,  we  shall  not  be  disappointed  if  our  efforts  at  a  cure  are 
foiled. 

Local  Applications. — We  make  but  little  use  of  these  in  the  ma- 
jority of  cases.     Looking  upon  the  disease  as  an  affection  of  the  system 
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in  general,  we  direct  our  treatment  to  the  system.  Those  which  we 
most  frequently  employ  are  blisters,  camphorated  oil  and  camphorated 
turpentine;  using  3ij.  of  camphor  to  the  ounce  of  the  other  ingredient. 
We  also  sometimes  eniploy  moderately  warm  evaporating  lotions. 
Where  the  parts  arc  hot,  or  easily  increased  by  heat,  we  advise  cold 
fomentations;  where  cold,  or  easily  affected  by  cold,  warm  or  even  hot 
ones.  This  distinction  with  regard  to  the  different  sensations  experi- 
enced, which  we  first  saw  mentioned  upon  the  authority  of  Dr.  Elliot- 
son  (who  as  a  correct  and  judicious  practitioner  ranks  deservedly  high), 
is  one  well  worthy  of  being  borne  in  remembrance,  as  it  often  exerts  a 
controlling  influence,  for  evil  or  for  good,  over  our  therapeutic  measures. 

Diet  and  Regimen. — Upon  these  we  refrain  from  dwelling,  inas- 
much as  our  remarks  are  for  professional  and  not  popular  use  ;  and  it  is 
to  be  presumed  that  every  physician  knows,  and  impresses  upon  his  pa- 
tient, the  importance  of  strictly  attending  to  these  two  essential  particu- 
lars;  and  indeed  the  utter  impossibility  of  any  mode  of  practice  proving 
safe  and  successful,  without  extreme  caution  as  regards  undue  exposure 
to  variableness  of  temperature,  and  perfect  temperance,  and  in  many 
cases  rigid  abstemiousness,  both  as  respects  eating  and  drinking. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  observe,  that  we  are  far  from  being  willing  to 
place  unlimited  dependence  upon  the  powers  of  opium  administered  in 
the  manner  here  described  ;  much  less  willing  are  we  to  consider  it  in 
the  light  of  a  specific — a  class  of  articles,  in  the  existence  and  efficacy 
of  which,  with  perhaps  a  very  few  exceptions,  we  have  little  faith.  Al- 
though, judging  from  what  we  see  day  afier  day  blazoned  forth,  in  the 
public  prints  that  are  issued  and  circulated  wherever  civilized  man  has 
gained  a  firm  footing,  and  we  blush  to  say  it,  often,  too  often,  under  the 
sanction  and  even  professed  countenance  of  some  of  our  own  brethren, 
whose  good  sense  cannot  but  give  the  lie  to  the  statements,  at  the 
very  time  they  are  drawing  them  up,  promulgating,  or  uttering  them  ; 
we  repeat  it,  although  from  the  frequency  of  this  most  abominable 
of  all  species  of  quackery,  one  unacquainted  with  the  innumerable 
difficulties  that  not  unfrequently  beset  us,  in  the  management  of  ap- 
parently the  simplest  case  which  can  occur,  would  very  innocently 
conclude  that  nothing  was  more  easily  to  be  procured  than  a  certain 
and  unerring  remedy  for  every  disease  that  flesh  is  heir  to  ;  and  that  the 
victim  of  death  can  be  as  easily  rescued  from  his  awful  and  impending 
fate,  the  ravages  of  wide-spreading  pestilence  as  promptly  checked,  and 
the  most  excruciating  agonies  as  surely  alleviated,  as  craving  hunger  can 
be  appeased,  or  parching  thirst  assuaged. 

Neither  opium  nor  any  other  medicine  can  prove  an  infallible  reme- 
dy, from  the  very  nature  of  disease.  There  are  so  many  incidental 
circumstances,  any  one  of  which  may  materially  alter  the  appearance  or 
modify  the  character  of  cases,  that  it  is  impossible,  without  the  most 
flagrant  dereliction  from  the  responsible  charge  entrusted  to  us,  blindly 
to  depend,  at  all  hazards,  exclusively,  upon  the  virtues  of  any  separate 
preparation. 

But  under  the  guidance  of  a  correct  judgment,  aided  by  sound  discre- 
tion, and  a  corresponding  discrimination,  we  sincerely  believe  that  Caze- 
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nave's  plan  will  occasion  as  little  disappointment  as  can  reasonably  be 
expected  tiom  any  means  emanatin'^  fioui  a  moital  source,  and  not  en- 
dowed with  the  attribufe  of  infallibility. 


ON   THE   MEANS   OF   ELEVATLNG   THE   MEDICAL   PROFESSION. 

BY    SILAS    HOI.JIKS,    M.D. 
[Communicated  Air  I'.ie  Ro.ston  Medicnl  and  Pur^'iral  Joiirnnl.] 

It  must  be  evident,  1  think,  to  the  most  inaccurate  observer,  that  the 
medical  profession  does  not  hold,  in  the  estimation  of  the  world,  that 
rekuive  rank  to  which  it  is  entitled.  Its  importance  is  perhaps  suffi- 
ciently ap[)reciated  ;  for  however  men  may  sc(jff  at  and  scorn  it  in  the 
pride  of  youth  and  health  and  strength,  yet  in  the  hour  of  need  and 
danger  all  have  felt  and  owned  its  power,  either  in  alleviating  the  pain 
almost  inseparable  from  disease,  or  in  restoring  to  ease  and  safely,  the 
body  lately  racked  with  suffering.  And  even  when  that  terrific  change 
has  come,  which  con)es  to  all,  and  which  no  skill  nor  science  can  finally 
avert,  surviving  friends  have  been  coin[)elled  to  own  that  the  ineffi- 
ciency of  art  is  not  so  much  displayed,  as  is  the  superior  power  of  that 
Almighty  Being  in  whose  hands  are  the  lives  of  all  his  creatures.  JNor 
is  it  betiause  the  study  or  the  practice  of  the  medical  art  is  not  in  itself 
dignified  and  noble.  VV^hat  branch  of  science  can  be  more  interesting, 
what  more  worthy  of  the  profoundest  study,  what  more  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  liajipiness  of  men,  than  that  which  treats  of  the  struc- 
ture and  the  functions  of  the  huuian  body  ?  The  only  secular  employ- 
ment on  which  the  Son  of  Man  adventured  during  his  residence  on 
earth,  was  the  healing  of  the  sick  ;  as  though  the  extent  of  his  power 
and  the  divinity  of  his  mission  could  in  no  other  way  be  so  strongly 
attested. 

Still  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  medical  profession,  as  a  profession, 
does  not  hold  that  station  in  society  to  which  it  is  entitled  ;  it  is,  and 
long  has  been,  in  this  country  at  least,  known  as  the  "  ultima  ratio,"  the 
last  resort  of  those  who  wouKI  be  ranked  amons  professional  men,  but 
who  have  not  the  intellect,  the  education  or  the  means,  which  are  requi- 
site for  admission  to  the  church  or  to  the  bar.  INIany  of  its  members 
are  deservedly  celebrated  for  the  science,  skill  and  genius  they  are 
known  to  possess  ;  many  of  them  stand  among  the  most  learned  of  our 
land  ;  but  the  general  lule  is  hardly  invalidated.  In  the  cities  of  Bos- 
ton and  Philadelphia,  physicians  stand  as  they  should;  and  in  these  two 
cities  they  need  not  fear  the  strictest  comparison  with  any  of  their 
brethren  of  the  other  professions.  Medical  men  are  now  in  my  mind's 
eye,  who  are  as  guiltless  of  any  sort  of  learning  as  the  babes  who  are 
sonietimes  ushered  by  them  into  existence  ;  who  read  nothing,  either  of 
medicine  or  anything  else  ;  but  who  still  jitrsist  in  practisinsj;  by  rote, 
firing  away  at  randou)  in  the  hope  of  bringing  down  the  disease,  though 
unfortunately  they  sometimes  bear  wide  of  the  mark,  and  not  unfre- 
quently  bring  down  the  patient.     True  it  is  that  this  class  of  practition- 
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ers  is  out  of  date,  and  pas>ing  fast  away  ;  but  many  of  their  successors 
are  very  little  belter,  liaidly  calciilaled  to  keep  up  the  character  of 
niechciiie  as  a  learned  and  (hgnitied  profession.  Evidently,  then,  it  be- 
hoves llie  professors  of  this  an  to  take  some  speedy  and  eiiectual  means 
to  elevate  the  character,  and  add  to  the  influence  of  those  who  from 
every  quarter  are  crowding  into  their  ranks. 

But  liere  let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  Tlie  province  of  the  physi- 
cian is  necessarily  limited  :  the  circle  in  which  he  moves  must  loiever 
reniain  comparatively  contracted.  The  professors  of  divinity  and  law 
are  obliged,  i'rom  the  character  of  their  respective  studies,  to  be  always 
before  the  public;  and  upon  the  appearance  made  by  them  before  that 
public,  their  reputation  and  the  means  of  their  support  in  a  great 
measure  must  depend.  The  business  of  the  physician  lies  in  a  very 
different  sphere  ;  his  proper  scene  of  action  is  not  the  forum  or  the  pul- 
pit, but  at  the  bedside  and  in  the  sick  room  ;  and  though  the  display  of 
liis  skill  and  science  be  not  so  splendid,  though  it  may  not  gain  for  him 
the  loud  applause  of  listening  thousands,  yet  is  its  influence  infinitely 
more  desiral)le  in  the  circle  where  it  may  be  felt,  and  it  gains  for  its 
possessor  the  love  and  confidence  of  all  who  are  within  that  circle. 
The  meflical  man,  however,  has  another  character  to  sustain  ;  and  upon 
this  character  mainly  depends  the  standing  of  the  faculty.  I  mean  his 
intellectual  character,  apart,  if  I  may  so  express  it,  from  his  n.edical. 
And  in  this  is  the  general  defect  of  medical  men  altogether  most  appa- 
rent. For  true  it  is  that  the  grave  somelimes  hides  their  [)urely  profes- 
sional evrors  ;  but  there  is  no  such  concealment  for  their  general  blun- 
ders; it  is  the  want  of  intellectual  culture  which  exposes  them  to  ridi- 
cule, and  the  profession  to  contempt. 

The  first  step,  then,  to  be  taken  to  elevate  the  character  of  the  medi- 
cal profession,  must  be,  to  raise  the  standard  of  general  education 
among  those  who  are  entering  its  ranks.  An  university  education  ought 
in  all  instances  to  be  preferred.  Not  that  an  equal  amount  ol  knowl- 
ed2;e  may  not  be  procured  wiihout  passing  through  any  such  institution  ; 
doubtless  at  some  of  our  academies,  the  means  of  insiiuctlon  aie  quite 
as  good  as  at  many  of  our  colleifes.  Still  this  is  not  generally  the  (act ; 
ati(i  as  a  general  rule  it  is  doubtless  true  that  the  man  who  has  been 
liberally  educated,  as  it  is  termed,  is  infinitely  better  fitted  to  pass 
through  his  professional  career  with  honor  to  himself,  safety  to  his  pa- 
tients and  credit  to  his  profession,  than  one  who  has  received  no  such 
public  course  of  instruction.  I  am  far  from  believing  that  all  who  can 
tack  to  their  names  an  A.B.  or  an  A.M.  are  necessarily  learned;  unfor- 
tunately for  the  credit  of  our  literary  institutions,  every  day's  experi- 
ence teaches  us  that  such  is  not  the  fact.  The  young  nian  who  loiters 
through  four  years  in  college,  neglecting  every  duty  which  he  can  possi- 
bly avoid,  and  relying  on  his  classmates  for  assistance  in  his  literary 
troubles,  as  the  manner  of  some  is,  will  of  course  come  out  very  neaily 
as  he  went  in,  so  far  as  all  useful  knowledge  is  concerned,  though  it 
would  hardly  be  possible,  even  for  such  an  one,  to  avoid  picking  up  a 
few  fragments  here  and  there,  which  at  the  very  least  might  save  his 
credit  in  after  life.     When  the  great  majority  of  the  medical  fraternity  is 
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as  well  educated  as  the  great  majority  of  priests  and  lawyers  in  our 
country,  then,  and  not  till  then,  will  the  profession  stand  as  hij^h. 

I  am  well  aware  that  Hunter,  and  Pott,  and  Jenner,  and  Harvey,  and 
many  other  of  the  brightest  names  in  medical  literature,  were,  compara- 
tively speaking,  uneducated  men.  I  well  know  that  neitiier  these,  nor 
many  others  of  almost  equal  eminence,  were  either  Cantabs  or  Oxonians. 
But  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  had  they  been  so,  their  works  would  have 
been  very  much  more  interesting,  not  to  the  physician  merely,  but  to 
the  whole  literary  world.  Could  Hunter  have  had  the  opportunities  of 
Dr.  Paris,  could  he  have  exchanged  the  harsh,  involved  and  miserable 
style  in  which  he  wrote,  for  the  simple  and  elegant  periods  of  his  less 
original  but  more  polished  successor,  how  much  greater  and  more  im- 
mediate would  have  been  the  influence  exerted  by  his  works.  Let  any 
person  compare  the  circulation  of  Hunter  on  the  Blood,  with  that  of  the 
Pharmacologia  of  Dr.  Paris,  and  he  will  see  how  far  the  sale  and  influ- 
ence of  each  has  been  affected  by  its  peculiar  style.  Who  can  say  how 
far  the  works  of  Good,  and  Armstrong,  and  Richerand,  and  Cullen,  owe 
their  circulation  to  their  style.  True  it  is  that  some  of  the  individuals 
last  named  had  never  received  the  benefit  of  a  public  education  ;  but  it 
is  also  true  that  by  their  own  exertions  they  had  raised  themselves  very 
much  above  the  common  level.  And  this  leads  me  to  remark,  that  if 
the  competent  amount  of  general  knowledge  is  possessed  by  the  indi- 
vidual, no  matter  where  he  obtained  it.  As  has  been  already  remarked, 
there  is  no  magic  in  the  walls  of  a  college  to  imbue  with  learning,  no- 
lens volens,  all  within  them  ;  though  for  many  reasons,  which  1  need  not 
mention  here,  the  college  education  is  ahvays  to  be  preferred. 

What  are  the  branches,  then,  with  which  the  medical  student  should  in 
all  cases  be  acquainted  ?  He  should  be  well  versed  in  ancient  languages. 
With  Greek  and  Latin  he  should  be  perfectly  familiar;  and  that,  not 
simply  because  they  form  an  indispensable  part  of  general  education, 
but  because  they  are  especially  essential  to  the  medical  man.  Many 
of  the  ablest,  and  all  of  the  oldest  works  upon  our  science,  are  written 
in  one  or  the  other  of  them.  Most  of  the  technical  terms  employed  in 
it  are  derived  from  the  Latin  language ;  so  much  so,  that  without  a 
competent  knowledge  of  it,  it  is  impossible  fully  to  comprehend  many  of 
those  works  which  are  essential  to  a  purely  medical  education.  Without 
considerable  knowledge  of  these  languages,  then,  the  medical  man  will 
fall  below  the  standard  of  professional  dignity  ;  and  so  of  other  branches 
of  science.  Besides,  it  ouglit  to  be  remembt^red,  that  the  comnuuiily 
can  lorui  no  correct  jiidgment  a^^  to  the  comparitive  merits  of  physi- 
cians. Tiiey  therefore,  necessarily,  where  they  reason  at  all,  reason 
analogically  :  when  they  finrl  a  niedical  man  well  informed  on  other 
subjects,  anrl  capable  of  reasoning  correctly  on  these  subjects,  they  are 
apt  to  conclude  that  he  is  also  well  informed  on  medicine,  and  is  cjipa- 
ble  ol  forming  a  coriect  jiidginent  as  to  the  nature  and  treatment  of  dis- 
ease ;  and  in  the  great  majority  of  instances  this  conclusion  will  be  a 
corre-ct  one. 

I  ren)ark,  therefore,  in  conr-hiding  this  part  of  my  ol)«:prvntions,  that 
every  medical  siudenl  should  be  obliged   to  possess,  as   far  as  may  be,  a 
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knowledge  of  all  tlie  branches  of  a  liberal  education,  equal  in  amount  lo 
thai  usuLiJly  ac(juire(l  in  college.  In  addition  to  ail  this,  it  cannot  be 
denied  lliat'the  pursuit  of  general  literature,  in  early  life,  gives  to  the  mind 
and  manners  a  polish  which  can  be  acquired  in  hardly  any  other  way. 
Many  an  individual  has  come  within  iny  knowledge  who  could  not  have 
been  more  completely  puzzled  were  he  directed  to'  find  the  longitude, 
than  if  he  were  called  upon  to  construe  and  parse  the  Latin  of  that 
medical  degree  on  which  he  mightily  prided  himself  Let  all  our  medi- 
cal schools.'then,  follow  the  example  of  the  medical  department  of  Har- 
vard University,  and  require  either  an  academical  degree,  or  evidence  of 
the  possession  of  a  competent  amount  of  general  education.  When  this 
lakes  place,  and  not  till  then,  will  the  medical  character  cease  to  be  the 
constant  theme  for  the  contempt,  ridicule  and  satire  of  the  rest  of  the 
world.  As  has  been  before  remarked,  thousands  are  flocking  into  medi- 
cine, because  they  cannot  be  admitted  into  divinity  or  law  ;  the  profes- 
sion is  overstocked,  not  with  intelligent  and  well  educated  men,  though  I 
rejoice  in  the  belief  that  there  are  many  of  these,  but  with  illiterate  and 
ungenllemanly  men,  who  disgrace  and  degrade  the  profession  they  pur- 
sue. Shut  up  the  avenues  ;  make  the  entrance  into  the  profession  more 
difficult,  by  restricting  its  privileges  and  its  honors  to  those  who  have 
shown  themselves  worthy  to  receive  them  ;  and  though  the  number  of 
physicians  might  be  diminished,  still  quite  as  many  would  remain  as  the 
wants  of  the  community  require.  The  interests  of  medical  science 
would  be  iadvanced,  the  weight  of  medical  character  would  be  increased, 
the  influence  of  quackery  would  be  diminished,  the  profession  would  be 
gainers,  the  community  would  be  gainers. 

(To  be  continued.') 


CASE   OF  THE   EVACUATION   OF  A  PORTION   OF  SMALL   INTESTINE. 

BY  CHARLES  HOOKER,  .M.D.,  OF  NEW  HAVEN,  CONNECTICUT. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

A  BOY,  14  years  of  age,  was  sick  with  typhus  fever  about  three  weeks. 
His  symptoms  were  such  as  attended  most  other  cases  of  this  disease  that 
season — the  summer  of  1831.  In  most  of  the  cases  there  was  tympani- 
tes intestinalis  accompanied  with  copious  hemorrhage  from  the  boivels. 
These  symptoms  were  most  successfully  treated  with  the  nitras  argenti, 
administered  in  pills  in  doses  of  one  eighth  of  a  grain  every  hour,  or 
every  two  or  three  hours.  The  invariable  effects  of  this  medicine  were 
copious  eructations  and  dejections  of  flatus,  with  a  subsidence  of  the  ab- 
dominal tumefaction,  and  a  cessation  of  the  hemorrhage.  These  symp- 
toms, in  this  case,  occurred  the  latter  part  of  the  second  week.  The 
silver  pill  was  given  every  two  hours  with  the  usual  effects.  On  the 
fourteenth  day  of  the  fever  a  portion  of  intestine  was  evacuated,  with  a 
quantity  of  bloody  faecal  matter.  It  was  the  whole  of  a  portion  of  small 
intestine,  ten  inches  in  length,  even  with  parts  of  the  mesentery  and 
some  mesenteric  glands  attached. 
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Probably  an  introsusception  bad  taken  place,  and  after  tbe  occurrence 
of  adiiesion  the  introverted  |)ortion  of  intestine  sloughed  off.  It  is  re- 
markable that  there  was  apjiarently  in  this  case  no  obstruction  in  the 
bowels,  there  being  at  least  one  alvine  evacuation  every  day  of  the  dis- 
ease, and  but  little  vomiting.  The  patient  convalesced,  and  soon  re- 
gained perfect  health. 


31.  MAGENDIE  ON  THE  NERVES  OF  THE  FACE. 

[From  M.  Magendie's  course  of  lectures  on  the  Physiology  of  the  Ner- 
vous System,  delivered  in  1836  in  the  College  of  France,  the  following 
extract,  on  an  interesting  branch  of  the  subject,  is  selected.] 

The  first  problem  which  we  propose  examining  by  the  experimental 
method,  is  the  following: — "Investigate  the  phenomenon  of  sensibility 
in  the  nervous  system."  For  this  purpose  we  shall  select  the  nerves  of 
the  face ;  and  first  let  us  say  a  ^ew  words  touching  the  anatomical  dispo- 
sition of  the  nervous  system  in  this  part. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  mention,  at  any  length,  that  tbe  buman 
face  is  endowed  with  a  very  high  degree  of  sensibility  ;  it  is  moreover 
the  seat  of  several  of  the  special  senses  ;  but  let  us  examine,  under  the 
influence  of  what  nervous  branches  this  exquisite  sensibility  is  acquired. 

The  integuments  of  the  face  are  chiefly  supplied  by  two  cerebral 
nerves  ;  one  is  the  facial  nerve,  properly  so  called  (tbe  portio  dura  of 
the  7th  pair)  ;  the  other  is  the  fifth  nerve,  or,  more  correctly  speaking, 
certain  branches  of  the  fifth. 

The  facial  nerve,  or  portio  dura  of  the  7th  pair,  arises  near  the  bot- 
tom of  the  fourth  ventricle,  appears  externally  between  the  restiform 
and  olivary  bodies,  and,  having  traversed  the  temporal  bone,  emerges 
through  the  stylo-mastoid  foramen,  to  distribute  itself  to  the  integuments 
of  the  face  and  head,  and  several  of  their  muscles. 

The  fifth,  or  trigeminal  nerve,  is  more  comj)Iicated.  It  arises  by  nu- 
merous filaments  from  the  neighborhood  of  the  fourth  ventricle,  the  oli- 
vary and  restiform  bodies  ;  it  then  advances  forwards,  and  having  formed 
a  very  remarkable  ganglion  (the  casscriart)  near  the  cavernous  sinus 
(where  the  nervous  substance,  as  I  before  told  you,  is  bathed  in  the 
cerebro-spinal  fluid),  from  thence  three  large  branches  are  given  off  to 
tbe  orbit  and  its  various  parts,  tbe  integuments  of  the  forehead,  the  jaws, 
and  integuments  covering  tbe  interior  portion,  and,  finally,  the  teeth,  and 
pait  of  tbe  tongue. 

1  can  only  mention,  in  the  most  general  way,  the  anatomy  of  parts 
wbicb  may  become  the  subject  of  our  study.  However,  as  this  part  of 
the  question  is  most  peculiarly  interesting,  1  shall  show  you  at  our  next 
meeting  a  preparation  in  which  the  nerves  of  the  fifth  pair,  and  tbe  facial 
nerve,  have  been  carefully  prepared  ;  you  will  see  thai  one  is  niuch 
more  voluminous  than  the  other ;  that  the  fifth  nerve  is  much  more  com- 
plex in  its  structure,  arrangement,  and  distribution,  than  the  seventh  nerve  ; 
it  arises  more  deeply  in  the  nervous  centres,  and,  above  all,  is  distinguish- 
ed from  it  by  the  existence  of  the  ganglions  so  often  alluded  to. 
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The  branches  of  the  filth  nerve  are  extremely  ninneroiis;  hence, 
from  the  very  brief  enumeration  we  have  aheady  j^'iven,  you  may  judge 
(•  the  very  great  variety  of  parts  which  it  supphes  ;  inclee(J,  this  nerve 
alone  has  formed  the  subject  of  several  distinct  treatises,  in  folio,  quarto, 
&.C.  Soemmering  and  iMeckel  were  the  first  who  followed  with  great 
care  all  the  small  nianients  of  the  trifacial  nerve,  yet  neither  anatomist 
drew  any  useful  conclusions  from  his  researches.  An  experiment  made 
by  Sir  (yharles  Bell  demonstrated  that  the  motion  of  closing  the  eyelids 
is  destroyed  by  the  section  of  the  facial  nerve.  1  have  frequently  re- 
peated this  experiment,  and  found  it  perfectly  exact.  As  soon  as  you 
divide  the  trunk  of  the  facial  nerve  in  an  animal,  the  latter  loses  the 
power  of  closing  its  eyelids,  the  eye-ball  remains  constantly  exposed  to 
the  action  of  the  air,  tiie  animal  no  longer  winks,  either  spontaneously 
or  when  a  foreign  body  is  broM<rht  into  contact  with  the  conjimctiva. 
Thus  you  see  experimental  physiology  demonstrating  a  fact  which  could 
never  have  been  discovered  by  the  iT.ere  anatomist,  and  establishing  a 
line  of  demarcation  between  nerves  with  respect  to  their  sensibility. 
We  shall  examine  this  fact  on  the  living  animal  before  you,  and  show 
you  the  difference  existing  between  the  sensibility  of  the  facial  nerve, 
and  that  of  the  fifth,  in  the  most  striking  manner. 

[Here  the  Professor  took  a  young  rabbit,  and  made  an  incision  into 
the  skin,  over  the  course  of  the  facial  nerve,  observing  that  it  was  very 
easy  to  be  found  in  tliese  animals,  as  the  divided  parts  furnished  so  lit- 
tle blood.] 

Here  (said  the  Profcssoi)  is  the  trunk  of  the  seventh  pair ;  you  see 
how  easy  it  was  to  lay  it  bare.  Before  1  proceed  to  cut  it,  let  me  draw 
your  attention  to  the  fact,  that  the  integuments  of  the  aninial's  face  are 
highly  sensible,  and  particularly  in  the  parts  to  which  the  branches  of 
the  seventh  pair  are  distributed.  Now,  by  pincliing  or  cutting  the  nerve 
we  can  determine  directly  whether  it  is  really  eniiowed  with  sensibility 
or  not.  You  see  how  I  pinch  and  irritate  the  nerve  without  developing 
any  very  great  signs  of  suffering  ;  in  fact  its  sensibility  seems  almost 
null.  Here,  then,  we  have  a  nerve  taking  its  origin  in  the  brain,  and 
distributed  to  the  face  ;  yet  is  evidently  not  the  agent  of  sensibility. 
Pay  attention  to  this  fact.  Gentlemen,  it  is  one  of  the  first  I  have  had 
the  honor  of  showing  you,  and  n)ay  well  contrast  with  the  conjectures  of 
our  inore  brilliant,  but  imsolid  physiologists. 

We  have  said  that  the  face  was  principally  supplied  by  two  nerves  ; 
we  liave  shown  that  one  of  these  nerves  is  little,  if  at  all,  sensible ; 
hence  a  natural  conclusion,  that  the  other,  or  nerve  of  the  filth  pair,  is 
the  one  destined  to  supply  the  parts  with  sensibility.  This  reasoning, 
however  just  and  logical  it  may  appear,  is  not  sufTicicnt  ;  we  have  more 
conclusive  evidence,  and  must  produce  it;  experiment  must  determine 
the  question  for  this  nerve,  as  it  did  for  the  facial  one.  Sir  C.  BeU  per- 
formed this  experiment,  and  divided  the  branches  of  the  fifth  nerve,  as 
they  pass  out  fiom  the  supra-orbital  and  sub-orbital  foramina,  and  (rom 
the  sub-mentar  hole.  We  thought  it  right  to  modify  this  experiment, 
and  instead  of  operating  the  section  of  the  nervous  branches  not  far 
from  their  termination  in  the  integuments  of  the  face,  we  endeavored  to 
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make  an  experiment  more  perfect,  and  less  subject  to  the  influence  of 
any  disturbiu'i,  causes,  by  dividing  ibe  trunk  of  the  nerve  within  tlie 
cavity  of  the  skull,  just  as  it  leaves  the  pons  varolii.  By  operating  0i 
this  manner  we  shall  obtain  general  results  more  exact  and  (ree  from 
error  than  Sir  C.  Bell  could  have  obtained  by  the  division  of  a  single 
branch. 

It  is  not  a  matter  of  very  great  difficulty  to  divide  the  trunk  of  the 
fifth  pair  of  nerves  in  a  living  animal.  If  you  are  well  acquainted  with 
its  traject  in  the  particular  species  of  animal  on  which  you  propose  op- 
erating, you  can  introduce  a  triangular-shaped,  cutting  instrument  into 
the  middle  temporal  fossa,  just  over  the  trunk,  which  you  cut  across  by 
simply  depressing  the  instrument  near  the  place  where  the  nerve  sepa- 
rates itself  from  the  brain.  1  should,  however,  direct  your  attention  to 
the  fact,  that  the  fifth  nerve  runs  close  upon  some  of  the  venous  sinuses, 
and  if  you  introduce  the  instrument  in  such  a  way  as  to  wound  one  of 
these  venous  recevoirs,  or,  perhaps,  the  trunk  of  the  internal  carotid 
artery,  your  experiment  must  naturally  fail.  Hence  you  see,  that 
though  our  method  of  practising  the  experiment  has  the  advantage  of 
being  followed  by  more  certain  and  general  results,  it  is  much  more  dif- 
ficult than  that  of  Sir  C.  Bell.  You  know  whether  you  have  divided 
the  nerve  or  not,  by  the  movement,  in  totality,  of  the  animal's  body  the 
moment  vou  cut  the  nerve. 

[Here  M.  Magendie  introduced  a  sharp-pointed,  cutting  instrument 
into  the  cranium  of  a  rabbit,  and  probably  divided  the  nerve  at  the  first 
atteuipt,  for  the  animal  gave  signs  of  acute  suffering,  by  a  general  mus- 
cular effort,  wlien  the  handle  of  the  instrument  was  elevated.] 

If  (resumed  the  Professor)  the  animal  retain  any  sensibility  on  the 
side  of  the  face  corresponding  with  the  nerve  now  divided,  you  may 
conclude,  to  a  certainty,  that  the  section  has  been  incomplete.  How- 
ever, let  us  see.  [The  trial  was  here  made.]  The  experiment,  Gentle- 
men, has  been  perfectly  successful.  1  touch  and  pincli,  as  you  may  ob- 
serve, various  parts  of  the  animal's  face,  the  nose,  the  lips,  the  surface 
of  the  eye-ball,  &,c.,  and  the  animal  does  not  evince  the  slightest  trace 
of  sensibility.  Hence  the  physiological  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from 
the  section  of  tiie  fifth  nerve,  which  I  have  performed  before  you,  is, 
that  this  nerve  presides  over  the  function  of  sensibility  in  the  face. 
When  this  has  been  demonstrated  in  so  direct  a  manner,  we  have  no 
necessity  to  recur  to  induction.  However,  I  may  mention  that  experi- 
ments made  with  galvanism  on  the  nervous  system  tend  also  to  show,  that 
the  insensibility  of  the  parts  of  the  face  in  man  depends  on  a  lesion 
of  the  fifth  pair  of  nerves  ;  hence,  during  hospital,  or  private,  jiractice, 
whenever  you  observe  any  particular  portion  of  the  face,  the  conjuncti- 
va, for  example,  to  be  insensible,  you  will  know  to  what  particular  ner- 
vous branch  your  remedies  should  be  directed.  Should  the  seventh 
nerve  be  the  one  injured,  the  Aice  still  preserves  its  sensibility. 

1  shall  conclude  by  again  impressing  on  your  minds  that  the  facial 
nerve  is  not  the  regulator  of  sensibility  in  the  face,  but  that  that  function 
is  supplied,  par  excellence,  by  the  Gfih. 


i 
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OF  PERSONS  POISONED    BY   EATING    PHEASANTS,  OR   PARTRIDGES. 

Xo  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Siirgical  Journal. 
Sir, — Noticinsr  the  queiies  of  Dr.  Hayward,  upon  the  subject  of  per- 
sons having  been  poisoned  by  eiuing  the  Tttrao  Umljcllus,  brought  to 
my  mind  a  relation  which  was  given  me  in  Philadelphia,  by  two  physi- 
cians, upon  the  subject.  One  of  these  physicians  was  the  person  poi- 
soned, and  the  patient  of  the  other,  the  latter  of  whom  was  the  pre- 
sent distinguished  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  in  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  Dr.  Chapman. 

The  symptoms  were  represented  as  most  alarming  and  death-denoting. 
The  stomach  was  rendered  so  torpid  by  the  effect  of  the  poison,  that 
the  most  powerful  emetics  failed  to  excite  it,  and  death  seemed  at  hand. 
In  this  situation  resort  was  had  to  an  injection,  containing  a  whole  drachm 
of  tartar  emetic,  it  produced  a  most  violent  cholera  morbus,  and  the 
patient  was  saved. 

The  poisonous  quality  of  the  flesh  of  the  pheasant,  or  partridge,  is 
supposed  to  be  induced  by  its  feeding  in  winter  upon  the  buds,  fruit,  or 
leaves,  or  all  of  them,  of  the  Kalmia  latifolin.  Both  this  bird  and  the 
deer  eat  of  these  articles  with  impunity  to  themselves,  whilst  death  has 
sometimes  occurred  from  the  human  species  having  partaken  of  the 
bird.  It  is  possible  that  not  only  this  species  of  laurel  is  eaten  by  these 
birds,  but  that  the  Kalmia  migusiifolia,  or  lamb'kill,  which  is  known  to 
be  very  fatal  to  sheep,  is  occasionally  partaken  of  by  them. 

It  is  worthy  of  very  particular  remark,  that  in  the  case  alluded  to, 
both  the  wife  and  daughter  of  the  gentleman  in  Philadelphia  ate  dinner 
with  him,  and  partook  of  the  same  bird,  with  entire  immunity  from 
any  ill  effects  whatever.  This  was  accounted  for  by  the  doctor's  ob- 
serving that  he  selected  the  black  meat  of  the  pheasant,  whilst  his  wile 
and  daughter  partook  of  the  breast  and  wings  only. 

The  reason  tlrat  the  hlaclc  meat  is  most  poisonous,  will  at  once  be  ob- 
vious, when  we  call  to  mind  that  it  is  the  part  which  lies  in  contact 
with,  or  most  contiguous  to,  the  intestines,  and  thus  receives  a  direct  im- 
pregnation of  their  deleterious  contents  ;  wliilst,  from  the  shortness  of  the 
time  that  the  bird  feeds  upon  the  poisonous  vegetable,  the  parts  more 
distant,  and  less  furnished  with  blood,  as  is  the  white  meat,  do  not  be- 
come contaminated.  It  is  only  in  winter,  or  the  wintry  j)art  of  spring, 
that  we  iiave  ever  heard  of  instances  of  persons  having  been  poisoned 
in  this  way.  The  kalmia  is  not  the  favorite  food  of  the  bird,  and  it  pro- 
bably only  resorts  to  it  when  the  scarcity  of  other  food  compels,  and 
Only  for  a  short  time. 

As  to  birds  being  sent  to  market,  or  eaten,  which  have  been  found 
dead,  we  never  heard  of  an  authenticated  instance. 

Although  we  have  learned  that  a  tincture,  or  infusion,  of  the  leaves  of 
this  shrid),  has  been  used  in  suiall  doses  in  diarrhcea,  with  advantage, 
still  it  is  well  known  to  be  poisonous  to  man  and  to  horses.  It  is  said 
that  the  Irulians  made  use  of  a  decoction  of  it  to  deslioy  themselves. 
A  flecoctinn  of  the  leaves,  we  formerly  used  as  a  lotion  for  psora, 
which  is  the   only  way  that  we   have  ever  used  it  at  all.      We  bave  not 
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learned,  or  do  not  now  recollect,  that  the  particular  nature  of  the  poison 
has  been  demonstrated  by  any  accurate  analysis,  although  it  is  pietty 
well  ascertained  that  the  leaves  contain  resin.  We  have  supposed  that 
its  active  principle  depended  upon  the  same  substance  as  the  other  spe- 
cies of  laurel,  this  beinz  the  American  laurel.      Yours  truly, 

Lebanon,  April  'id,  1837.  Joseph  Comstock. 

BOSTON  MEDICAL  A  x^' D  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,     APRIL     12,     1837. 

GROWTH   AND   IRREGULARITIES  OF  CHILDREN'S  TEETH.* 

A  WORK  has  just  been  received  here,  from  Pari.s,  which  deserve.s  an  im- 
mediate republication  in  this  country.  It  is  expressly  devoted  to  the 
consideration  of  a  subject  which  physicians  and  surgeons,  if  nut  dentists, 
seem  to  have  very  much  neglected,  viz.  the  growth  and  irregularities  of 
the  teeth  of  children.  Foreigners  consider  it  a  peculiarity  in  the  United 
States,  that  the  people,  with  a  ^c.w  exceptii)ns,  have  defective  teeth — and 
in  the  Northern  States,  their  early  decay  is  a  matter  of  notoriety.  Now 
it  has  never  been  discovered  that  there  is  anything  in  the  condition  of 
the  climate  to  produce  this  result — nor  has  it  been  ascertained,  satisfac- 
torily, that  the  common  mode  of  preparing  food  exerts  a  destructive  in- 
fluence on  the  dental  apparatus.  That  individuals,  however,  may  hasten 
the  early  decay  of  the  teeth  by  habitually  taking  hot  food,  hot  drinks, 
and  the  like,  cannot  be  denied. 

Tiie  foundation  of  all  the  misfortunes  attending  the  development  and 
subsequent  history  of  the  second  set  of  teeth,  seems  very  much  to  depend 
upon  the  condition  and  treatment  which  was  bestowed  upon  the  first. 
Since  readmg  this  valuable  treatise,  we  have  more  than  ever  been  con- 
vinced of  the  importance  of  preserving  the  milk  teeth  as  long  as  possi- 
ble. Habitual  cleanliness,  frequent  use  of  the  brush,  and  the  introduc- 
tion of  gold  foil  into  carious  openings  through  the  enamel,  should  in  no 
case  be  neglected.  Usually,  the  first  teeth  are  regarded  as  being  of 
so  little  consequence,  that  instead  of  making  any  provision  for  saving 
them,  the  least  pain  arising  from  caries  is  a  signal  for  their  extraction. 
The  violence  done  to  the  jaw  by  this  forcil)le  operation,  not  only  has  a 
tendency  to  distort  it,  and  change  the  character  of  the  facial  expression, 
but  it  also  deranges  the  order,  and  paves  the  way  for  irregularities  and 
disease  in  the  new  series.  When  left  where  they  were  designed  to  re- 
main till  the  roots  are  taken  awny  by  the  al)sorl)ents,  the  new  teeth  are 
undisturbed — and  tiieir  gradual  evolution  is  in  conformity  to  a  law  of  the 
attimal  economy,  wliich  carries  with  every  individual  organ  of  the  body 
the  principle  of  self-preservation. 

The  voliune  before  us  is  naturally  divided  into  several  sections — the 
first  treating  of  the   milk  teeth  and  the  treatment  of  infants  during  denti- 

♦  0:)<i!rviti  i:!-"  IV)  tlifi  Tr  i  vtli  I'll  frre-jiliriti"?  of  OliiMren's  Tp(M1i  ;  fiillowpd  liy  remarks  and 
n'lvir.e  iin  iIih  tp:;tli  in  2oii.'r;il  ;  to  wliirli  i<  adili'il  !i  short  csa.iy  nii  the  advaiitncfs  of  Artificial  Teeth. 
By  W.  U.  Mortimer,  Surgeon  Ueiilisl  lo  the  British  Embassy,  etc.  etc.     Tatis,  183G. 
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tion.  Then  follows  a  sensihlc  flissertation  on  the  second  clontive,  accom- 
panied witii  judicious  ohseivalioiis  on  the  jjiowth  oC  the  pei-rrianeiit  leell^.. 
Diagrams  lollow  the  text,  iiliistialive  of  the  anatomy  of"  the  month  at  dif- 
ferent ages.  Irregularities,  diseases  of  the  gums,  and  the  a[)[)lication  of 
tooth  powders,  follow  ;  and  lastly,  (he  volume  closes  by  a  well  written 
chapter  on  the  utility,  necessity  and  mode  of  inserting  artificial  teeth — 
which  is  of  such  a  plain,  common  sense  character,  as  to  carry  its  own 
recommendation  to  the  conviction  of  the  reader.  Some  of  the  author's 
remarks  on  toothache  we  shall  here  quote. 

"  In  all  cases  of  external  toothache  every  effort  should  be  made  to 
spare  the  tooth  :  if  the  nerve  is  too  exposed  to  allow  th«!  stopfiisig  with 
gold,  the  fusible  metal  should  be  tried,  and,  when  the  tooth  is  less  sensi- 
ble, have  it  taken  out,  and,  if  possible,  stopped  with  gold.  Should  it  be 
too  far  gone  to  allow  it,  then  have  it  stopped  every  two  years  with  fusi- 
ble fnetal  :  a  tooth  will  somotinx^s  last  for  years  in  this  manner.  No 
stopping  is  com|)letely  effectual  but  gold  ;  but  this  is  a  very  good  substi- 
tute when  that  cann(jt  be  used.  All  other  sto[)pings,  whether  metallic  or 
otherwise,  are  of  no  use  whatever. 

Internal  toothache  cannot  be  remedied  but  by  the  extraction  of  the 
tooth.  In  these  cases  the  pain  is  a  gnawinc,  dumb  sensation,  and  comes 
on  always  at  night,  when  the  patient  goes  to  bed.  The  tooth  will  be 
found  almost  always  loose.  When  extracted,  a  bulb  will  be  generally 
found  attached  to  the  fang  of  the  tooth  ;  from  which  it  may  be  inferred 
that  the  i)atient  will  slill  suffer  after  the  operation,  as  though  the  tooth 
was  yet  in  the  jaw,  and  will  very  often  continue  with  unabated  intensity, 
till  the  periodical  attack  of  the  next  night  approaches.  It  is  easy  to  dis- 
tinguish whether  the  patient  will  suffer  by  the  pain  not  subsiding  witiiin  a 
few  minutes  alter  the  operation.  When  the  pain  continues,  foot  or  hip- 
baths should  be  taken,  and  if  not  efficient  in  removing  it,  a  narcotic 
should  be  given  ;   for  the  pain  is  insupportable. 

One  word  on  the  operation  of  drawing   teeth.     We  know   it    would  be 


the  nervous  irritation  that  is  excited  before  the  operation,  and  the  mental 
agitation  that  for  days  has  been  working  upon  the  whole  system,  that  ren- 
ders the  thoughts  of  the  operation  so  alarming  ;  and  which  magnifies  a 
pain,  which,  if  felt  unawares,  would  hardly  cause  an  exr-lamalion,  into 
the  most  excruciating  sufferings  ;  and  when  patients  sit  down  to  be  op- 
erated upon,  the  iever  and  excitement  are  such  that  they  sometimes 
hardly  feel  the  operation.  But  there  is  no  means  of  infusing  a  sufficient 
degree  of  courage  into  the  minds  of  patients  to  decide  them  at  once  to 
undergo  the  o|)eration,  rather  than  suffer  physically  and  morally  so  long. 
It  is  certain  th;it,  if  the  operation  were  independent  of  our  will,  and  that 
it  was  nature  and  not  art  that  removed  the  tooth,  we  should  submit  to  it 
with  little  or  no  complaining  ;  for  people  will  submit  to  the  toothache  for 
hours  and  days  ;  and  yet  the  pain  of  extracting  a  tooth  is  not  to  be  com- 
pared to  one  single  attack  of  toothache  ;  for  we  repeat,  if  on  the  first 
approach  of  toothache,  the  patient  went  to  a  Dentist,  he  would,  in  seven 
external  cases  out  of  ten,  be  able  to  save  the  tooth  ;  but  if  it  be  delayed 
until  the  inflammation  extends  to  the  other  teeth,  it  is  then  impossilde  to 
afl'ord  relief  without  extraction,  and  every  hour's  delay  only  adds  luel  to 
the  fire.     Another  species  of  toothache,  that  resembles  very  much  a  tic,  is 
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that  which  attacks  females  during  pregnancy,  and  which  often  occurs 
without  any  of  the  teeth  being  decayed.  ReHef  can  seldom  be  obtained 
without  the  extraction  of  a  tooth.  We  have  attempted  every  antalgic 
treatment  we  could  imagine,  without  success.  We  are  obliged  to  re- 
commend the  patient  not  to  continue  suti'ering  under  the  hopes  of  relief; 
above  all,  when  any  of  the  teeth  are  decayed. 

The  best  mode  of  extracting  teeth  is,  the  manner  each  Dentist  is  most 
frequently  in  the  habit  of  operating.  The  only  advice  we  can  give  on 
this  subject  is  to  request  the  operator  to  warm  the  instrument,  so  that  it 
shall  not  feel  cold  when  applied  to  the  teeth.  This  trifling  precaution  does 
away  with  a  most  unpleasant,  and  very  often  painful  sensation,  and 
makes  the  operation  less  disagreeable.  The  credit  sve  have  obtained  for 
skilful  operations  we  consider  in  a  great  measure  owing  to  this  trifiing 
precaution. 

We  seldom  or  never  lance  the  gums  previous  to  operating,  provided 
the  crown  or  body  of  the  teeth  is  sutSciently  strong  ;  it  gives  pain,  re- 
tards the  operation,  and  is  of  little  or  no  benelit." 

We  shall  endeavor,  as  we  find  room,  to  give  further  extracts  from  this 
work  hereafter. 


SliUlngia  Sijlvatica  in  Scrofula  and  Tinea. — Dr.  Wm.  M.  Lee,  of  In- 
diantown,  S.  C.,  recommends  this  article  in  the  above  complaints,  in 
the  last  number  of  the  Southern  Medical  Journal.  In  one  successful 
case  of  scrofulous  ulcers  of  the  face,  he  prescribed  4  grs.  pilul.  hydr. 
every  alternate  night,  and  during  the  day  three  wineglassfuls  of  the  de- 
coction of  stillingia,  prepared  by  simmering  a  double  handful  of  the  re- 
cent root  in  four  pints  of  water  down  to  two.  In  the  course  of  two 
months  the  ulcers  healed  and  the  health  improved.  In  tinea  it  had 
proved  equally  successful,  and  was  thought  by  Dr.  L.  to  be  far  superior 
to  sarsaparilla. 


Sinapisms  to  the  Breasts  in  ^menorrhcea. — This  remedy,  which  has  been 
highly  extolled  of  late  as  a  remedy  in  cases  of  suppressed  catamenia,  is 
not  always  successful.  At  a  late  meeting  of  the  Augusta  (Geo.)  Medi- 
cal Society,  Dr.  Dugas  mentioned  a  case  in  which  they  were  highly 
serviceable.  They  were  prepared  of  equal  parts  of  mustard  and  flour, 
made  into  a  paste  with  water,  and  applied  alternately  to  diflerent  places 
an  each  mamma,  lor  three  days.  Dr.  Antony  said  he  had  tried  the 
same  course  in  six  or  eight  cases,  and  had  met  with  but  partial  suc- 
cess in  one  case  only.  Several  members  had  used,  with  some  benefit, 
sinapisms  to  the  upper  and  inner  part  of  the  thighs.  Dr.  J.  A.  Eve 
thought  the  use  of  sinapisms  to  the  breasts  was  productive  of  mischief 
in  some  cases,  such,  for  instance,  as  those  in  which  there  was  no  want 
of  excitement  in  the  uteius. 


jYcw  Medical  Room. — The  room  recently  fitted  up  in  Trcmont  street 
by  the  Boston  Society  for  INIedical  Improvement,  exhibits  both  good 
taste  and  convenience.  It  is  worth  the  while  to  call  in  and  examine  the 
apartment.  Understanding  that  the  Association  are  making  collections, 
we  believe  there  is  no  place  in  the  city  where  physicians  could  deposite 
anatomical  preparations  to  be  tnore  serviceable  or  safe. 


Medical  Intelligence.  163 

Geologij  of  the  Slate  of  Alio  York. — Dr.  Lewis  C.  IJcck,  to  whom  we 
beg  to  return  our  thanks,  has  furnished  us  with  a  series  oi"  the  first  re- 
ports made  to  the  Governor  by  the  scientific  corps  engaged  in  the  very 
important  service  of  making  a  geological  survey  of  the  empire  State. 
From  Dr.  Beck's  and  Prof.  Emmons's  papers,  we  hope  to  be  able  to 
transcribe,  hereafter,  paragraphs  at  least,  which  will  be  appropriate  for 
the  pages  of  an  exclusively  medical  publication. 


Geolopj  of  tlie  Public  Lands  in  Maine. — Dr.  Jackson's  first  report  to 
the  executive  of  Massachusetts,  in  an  octavo  pam|)lilet  of  forty-seven 
pages,  has  been  distributed  within  a  few  days  to  the  members  of  the  Leg- 
islature, and  appears  to  have  fully  met  the  e.xpectations  of  that  body. 
Geology  seems  to  be  the  particular  department  in  which  this  gentleman 
is  eminently  qualified  to  rise  to  an  enviable  distinction  ;  it  is  therefore 
hoped  that  he  will  wiiolly  abandon  the  practice  of  medicine,  the  daily  de- 
tails of  which  are  utterly  at  variance  with  a  pursuit  in  which  he  can  al- 
ways shine  without  borrowing  light. 


Lithotripsy. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Medicine,  in 
Paris,  M.  Segalas  introduced  a  child  three  years  of  age,  on  whom,  when 
yet  two  years  and  nine  months  old,  he  pertbrmed  the  operation  of  litho- 
tricy.  The  entire  time  of  cure  was  six  weeks  ;  in  which  period  the  in- 
strument had  been  introduced  and  used  six  times. 

This  is  probably  the  youngest  subject  yet  operated  upon  in  this  man- 
ner, and  will  form  an  exception  to  the  prevailing  rule,  that  neither  litho- 
tricy  nor  lithotripsy  can  be  performed  at  so  tender  an  age. 

Apropos,  Dr.  Gibson  informs  us,  that  ail  the  cases  mentioned  in  his 
communication  to  the  American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences  for 
August,  1836,  as  having  been  operated  on  by  him,  are  entirely  cured. 

JNIr.  Liston,  in  his  Elements  of  Surgery,  a  copy  of  which  we  have  just 
received,  and  shall  put  to  press,  for  insertion  in  the  J.ibrary,  expresses 
himself  as  not  very  sanguine  in  supposing  that  the  breaking  up  of  the 
stone  in  the  bladder  will  ever  supersede  lithotomy.  At  the  same  time  he 
admits  that  this  operation  is  very  advisable  in  certain  cases,  and  may  be 
resorted  to  with  every  prospect  of  a  safe,  speedy  and  successful  conclu- 
sion.— Eclectic  Journal  of  Med. 


Properties  of  Caoutchouc  as  an  external  irritant. — Dr.  Chase,  in  a  pa- 
per recently  read  before  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Society,  extols  the 
efficacy  of  sheet  caoutchouc  as  an  application  for  the  relief  of  chronic 
local  pains,  gout,  rheumatism,  &c.  He  employs  the  sheet  caoutchouc, 
which  is  applied  to  the  painful  part  and  secured  with  a  common  roller 
bandage,  or  adhesive  strips.  In  a  ihw  days  considerable  redness  of  the 
skin  is  produced,  followed  by  a  vesicular  eruption,  the  vesicles  of  which 
vary  from  the  size  of  a  pin's  head  to  that  of  a  small  pea.  Further  ex- 
periments should  be  made  with  this  article. — American  Med.  Jour. 


Anomalous  Menstruation. — M.  Bourgeois  has  met  with  a  curious  exam- 
ple of  this.  A  young  lady  of  15  or  16  years  of  age,  commenced  some 
time  since  to  menstruate  from  the  extremities  of  each  of  her  ten  fingers. 
At  the  second  menstrual  epoch,  the  haemorrhage  was  renewed  from  the 
same  place,  and  at  the  period  when  M.  B.  communicated  the  fact  to  the 
Med.  Society  of  Paris,  the  menses  had  not  appeared  in  the  natural  manner. 
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Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  April  8,  39.     Males,  19 — Females,  20. 

Consiiiii;)tion,  7— de!>ility,  1— dropsy,  2 — fever  a;id  ague,  1 — child  bed,  2 — ?icarlet  fever,  2 — lung  fe- 
ver, 4 — typlius  fever,  3 — infantile,  6 — liver  complaint,  1 — tits,  1 — dropsy  on  the  hrain,2 — teething,  2 — 
delirium  tre.iisns,  1 — erysi,iel;is,  1 — old  age,  1 — siiUborn,  J. 


TO   MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

The  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  in  all  the  branches  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery.  A  suitable  room  will  be  pruvirieil,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  e.\tensive  medical 
library,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  di^^lricts  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  Eye 
and  iinr  liifiruiary,  and  of  attending  a  course  ol  lectures  tm  the  diseases  of  the  eye. 

A  regulir  course  of  recitations  and  examinations  will  include  all  the  required  professional  works. 
.\nato.nicul  instruction  and  private  dissection  will  I'orin  a  prominent  part  in  the  study  of  the  pupils. 
For  further  information,  apply  to  either  of  the  subsciibers.  JOHN  JKFFKlhS,  M.D. 

K.  VV.  HOOPER,  .M.D. 
Fraiildia  Street,  A'uv.  9,  183G.  N16— tf  JOHN  U.  DIX,  M.D. 

TO   MEDICAL    STUDENTS. 

I[.  \.  DEW'AR,  M.I),  intends  forming  a  classfor  the  study  of  Dentistry,  in  every  branch.  The  num- 
ber will  be  United,  and  each  student  will  have  an  opportunity  of  becoming  praitlcally  acquainted 
with  all  tile  operations  and  manipulations  requisite.  J.'r.  IJ.  has  provided  a  larjie  and  coninu>dious 
work-roo.n  for  their  exclusive  use.  further  particnlais  may  be  learned  by  calling  on  Ur.  bewar,  Mo. 
I  Jlontgomery  Place.  tf— Oct.  19 

Boston,  Oct.  7,  1S:36. 

RETPcEAT  FOR  INVALIDS. 

The  profession  is  respectfully  informed  that  Dr.  A.  H.  Wilder  has  purchased  a  large  and  convenient 
house  ill  the  pleasant  town  of  Groton,  Mass.,  likewise  suitable  carii;:s;es,  horses,  saddles,  &.C.,  for  the 
accoiuniudation  of  nervous  invalids.  April  12— 3t 

A  BARGAIN. 

A  ParsiCl.VX    in   the   County  of  Kennebeck  (.tiaine),  wishing  to  leave  the  State,  would  dispose 
of  his  situation  on  the  most  reasonable  terms.    It  is  an  eligible  stand  lor  business,  and  offers  a  rare 
opportunity  for  any  young  gentleman  wishing  to  engage  in  the  practice  of  lueUiciiie.      For  further 
inforinalion,  inquire  at  this  office — if  by  letter,  post  paid. 
Feb.  1.  tf 

MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

THE  Subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  instruction  to  Medical  Students.  Oppor- 
tunities will  1)3  alT.prded  for  the  observation  of  diseases  and  their  treatment  in  one  of  the  Dispensa- 
ry Di.stricts  and  at  the  House  of  industry;  and  clinical  instruction  will  be  given  on  the  uises. 
Weekly  Lectures  and  Recitations  will  be  given  on  the  various  branches  of  Medical  Science,  and 
a:nple  opportunities  afforded  for  the  cultivation  of  Practical  Analoiny.  Special  attention  will  be  paid 
to  the  e.tploration  of  diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Lungs. 
Aiiplicdtions  may  be  made  to  either  of  the  Subscribers. 

MARSHALL  S.  PERRY,  M.D. 

AUGUSTUS  A.  GOULD,  M.D. 
Xov.  30.  HC.NRV  1.  BOWDITCH,  M.D. 

HEXRY  G.  WILEV,  M.D. 

PROLAPSUS   UTERI   CURED   BY    EXTERNAL   APPLICATION. 

Da.  A.  G.  HULL'S  U  rtiaO-ABDO.ilN  AL  SUPPORTl^iR  is  offered  to  those  afflicted  with  Prolapsus 
t/icri,  and  othsr  diseases  depending  upon  relaxation  of  the  abdominal  innscles,  as  an  insiruinent  in 
every  way  Ciilculateil  for  relief  and  perin.inenl  restoration  to  health.  When  this  inslrnment  is  care- 
fully and  property  titled  to  the  t'orni  of thepatient,  it  invariably  alfords  the  most  iinmediate  iiiiiniinily, 
fro:ii  the  distressing'-  dra;;ging  and  bearini:  down  "  sensations  which  accompany  nearlj  all  visceral  dis- 
place.iients  of  the  abdomen,  and  its  skilful  applicali^ui  is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of 
radical  relief  from  the  patient  herself.  The  Sn|ipotter  is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by 
Ih'j  patient  witlioul  f  iitlier  aid.  iVithin  the  last  two  years  700  of  the  Utero-.4bdoininal  Supporters 
have  been  applied  with  the  most  happy  results. 

Tiio  very  gre  it  success  which  this  insirumeiit  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  thai  its  exaniinalioii 
by  the  Physician  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  pessary  liilheilo  in  ur'f.  It  is  giatil'v  inp  to 
state,  that  it  his  inn  the  deciiled  approbition  of  every  member  of  the  Medical  F'acnlty  who  has  ap- 
plied it,  as  Well  as  every  patient  who  has  wiun  it. 

Tht;  -<;il)Si;rit)ers  h  ivliig  been  app{)inle  I  a'ients  for  the  sale  of  the  above  instrninents,  all  orders  ad- 
dresse  1  to  them  will  he  propiptly  attended  to.     Price,  !*10. 

LiwE  t  l;!-;o,  Hoslon  ;  DwiD  1\im;<\ll,  Poitsmouth,  \.  II..  Joshu.v  DiR<;i?f,  Portland,  Me., 
Jo4CPH  HicLH,  Jr.  Providence,  R.  I.;  Eusha  Eow  .^iids,  Spriiiglield,  .Mns.*i.  ;  N.  S.  Wordek, 
Bridgeport,  Conn.  Oct.  .■>— liin 

T'lK  BOSTON  Mi:i)IO.\L  AXD  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  pnlilished  every  Wednesday,  by 
I).  CL  VPI*,  Jil.  at  Ml  iVisliinston  Street,  Corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  v\  lioin  all  roniiiinnli  aiioii's 
nris'  hi!  I  I  Ir-M-ied,  ftmi-pnid.  It  is  also  piiblislied  in  iMontlil\  Parts,  each  Part  idiit.-iinini;  llie  weekly 
lium'isr.^  of  the  preeedinf!  month,  slitched  in  a  cover  J.  V.  ('.  SMITH,  M.l).  Kdiior. —  I'rire  .«•!!, (10  a 
v«  ir  in  a  Ivance.  ^'t.'i  I  after  three  inontbs,  and  .■«1,00  if  not  paid  within  the  ,v<.',ar. — Agents  allowed 
evi'ry  seV'jnth  coiiv  irriiii-. — '  iidfrs  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  ^'ik'yincnt  in  udvunce,  or 
aalisfuctury  reference. — Poilage  tlie  saiiieas  for  a  newspaper. 
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PUBLIC    HEALTH.— DOsTON   BOARD   OF   HEALTH. 

In  consequence  of  the  extreme  difficulty  of  removing  smallpox  patients 
to  the  excellent  hospital  located  at  the  Quarantine  Ground,  the  past 
winter,  on  account  of  the  harbor  being  closed  with  ice,  it  was  thought 
expedient  to  establish  one  at  some  remote  part  of  the  city  for  the  re- 
ception of  this  particular  class  of  unfortunates.  The  Statute  Law  of 
the  State  requires  that  a  building  used  for  that  purpose  should  not  be 
nearer  than  one  hundred  rods  to  any  habitation  belonging  to  another 
town — and  hence  tiie  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  matter  of 
selecting  a  site,  found  themselves  considerably  perplexed,  as  it  was  de- 
sirable on  every  account  to  seek  a  spot  on  the  outer  borders  of  the  city, 
where  there  were  the  fewest  dwellings.  Under  these  circumstances, 
through  their  cimirinan,  Alderman  Wetmore,  the  following  report  was 
made  to  the  City  Council.  Accompanying  it,  are  several  medical 
reports  from  the  Consulting  Physicians,  which  are  on  file  for  pub- 
lication. 

Report. — In  compliance  with  an  order  of  the  City  Council,  the 
Conunittee  have  conferred  with  the  Consulting  Physicians,  and  have 
a.scertained  their  opinion  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  it.  On  conmiuni- 
cating  with  them,  they  were  found  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  pre- 
sent hospital  at  Rainsford  Island,  and  with  all  the  advantages  and  evils 
attending  the  transportation  of  the  sick  to  it  ;  and  after  due  consideration 
of  the  subject  they  gave  an  opinion  in  writing,  which  the  Committee 
hereto  annex  and  ask  leave  to  make  a  part  of  their  report. 

It  will  appear  on  examining  this  docinnent,  that  the  Consulting  Physi- 
cians agree  entirely  with  the  Committee,  in  the  sentiments,  expressed  in 
their  former  report,  as  to  the  difficulties  attending  the  present  hospital  at 
certain  seasons,  and  the  necessity  of  providing  another,  and,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Committee,  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  Physicians  are 
entirely  satisfactory. 

Their  views  and  reasoning,  however,  seemed  to  be  predicated  on  the 
supposition  that  the  present  system  of  laws  for  the  removal  and  super- 
vision of  smallpox  patients,  was  considered  by  the  City  Council  to  be 
judicious  and  proper,  and  necessary  for  the  health  and  safety  of  the  in- 
habitants, and  therefore  that  it  ought  to  be  continued.  And  the  Com- 
mittee thought  it  to  be  within  the  scope  of  the  powers  and  duties  assign- 
ed them,  to  ask  the  attention  of  the  Physicians  to  the  whole  subject  of 
the  present  systen),  and  to  request  their  opinion  of  its  policy  and  pro- 
priety.    An  answer  received  to  a  coraaiunication  of  the  Committee, 
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on  the  subject,  is  also  here  annexed,  and  the  Committee  ask  leave  to 
make  it  part  of  their  report. 

The  result  of  the  deliberation  of  the  Consulting  Physicians,  express- 
ed unanimously,  is,  that  the  present  system  for  the  removal  and  seclu- 
sion of  persons  sick  with  the  smallpox  is  not  required  for  the  health  and 
safety  of  the  community — that  its  operation  is  frequently  cruel — that  by 
it  unnecessary  alarm  and  confusion  are  frequently  occasioned — and  that 
it  is  attended  with  great  and  useless  expense.  Tliey  therefore  recom- 
mend that  the  practice  of  removing  from  the  City,  persons  affected  with 
smallpox,  should  be  discontinued  after  the  first  day  of  ^March  next. 

The  Committee  fully  concur  in  the  opinions  expressed  in  the  commu- 
nication of  the  Physicians,  and  they  think  that  any  advice,  on  this  sub- 
ject, coming  from  those  who  from  their  profession  are  so  well  acquainted 
with  it,  ought  at  once  to  meet  with  deference  and  acquiescence. 

In  addition,  however,  to  the  reasons  assigned  by  them,  the  Commit- 
tee would  remind  the  City  Council  that  the  Statute  of  the  Common- 
wealth under  which  the  present  system  was  originally  established,  and 
has  been  continued  to  the  present  time,  was  passed  in  1792,  many  years 
before  vaccination  was  known  or  adopted  in  this  country  as  a  preventive 
of  the  smallpox.  The  law,  therefore,  possibly  may  have  been  neces- 
sary and  proper  at  that  time  to  prevent  the  spreading  of  a  most  loath- 
some contagious  disease,  in  a  community  where  almost  every  individual 
was  liable  to  be  infected,  notwithstanding  the  apparent  harshness  and 
severity  of  some  of  its  provisions.  But  now,  when  a  sure  preventive  of 
this  disease  has  been  discovered,  and  has  been  adopted  by  a  vast  ma- 
jority of  the  inhabitants,  when  all  reasonable  fear  of  its  ever  prevailing 
as  an  epidemic  is  done  away,  and  when  its  yearly  ravages  have  for  a 
long  time,  indeed  ever  since  the  introduction  of  vaccination,  been  by  far 
less  than  those  of  other  contagious  diseases  which  are  every  day  occur- 
ring, and  against  which  the  law  takes  no  precaution — a  system  which  was 
fit  for  another  state  of  society  under  different  circumstances,  has  become 
not  only  harsh  and  cruel,  but  impolitic,  unreasonable,  and  unwise. 

The  Physicians,  among  other  reasons  for  the  discontinuance  of  the 
present  practice,  state  that  the  terrors  of  a  general  spreading  of  the 
smallpox  would  be  thereby  allayed,  and  the  disease  would  be  regarded 
with  no  more  alarm  than  nieasles  and  other  contagious  diseases.  And 
the  Committee  have  been  induced  to  examine  the  bills  of  mortality  for 
several  years  past,  in  order  to  ascertain  what  has  been  the  number  of 
deaths  occasioned  by  these  two  disorders. 

They  find  that  since  the  beginning  of  the  year  1813  (beyond  which 
time  no  regular  record  has  been  published),  to  the  beginning  of  the  pre- 
sent year,  a  period  of  twenty-four  years,  there  have  been  recorded  but 
thirty-five  deaths  by  smallpox,  while  the  deaths  by  measles  during  the 
same  period  have  been  no  less  than  five  hundred  and  seventy-three. 
The  deaths  by  sn)all|)ox  have  in  no  year  exceeded  five,  while  the 
deaths  by  measles  in  one  year  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight.  And  yet  it  has  never  been  thought  necessary  to  remove  those 
suffering  under  the  latter  disease,  from  their  homes  to  hospitals,  or  to  se- 
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elude  tlicin  from  the  attendance  of  those  on  whose  care  they  have  been 
accusloMiud  to  rely. 

The  Coniniiite'e  therefore  agree  with  the  Consulting  Physicians  as  to 
the  inutility  and  impolicy  of  the  present  practice  of  removal  and  seclu- 
sion of  smallpox  patients.  They  regret,  however,  that  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  the  City  Council  to  discontinue  it.  It  exists  under  a  law  of 
the  Commonwealth,  which  seems  to  leave  but  little  discretion  to  the 
Council  on  the  subject.  The  act  of  1792,  as  re-enacted  by  the  late  re- 
vision of  the  Statutes,  is  imperative  on  the  City  Government  to  provide 
hospitals,  and  to  remove  to  thetn  persons  sick  with  smallpox,  when  it 
can  be  done  without  endan<;ering  their  lives.  Whether,  in  the  present 
slate  of  public  opinion  on.  the  subject,  an  application  to  the  Legislature, 
for  an  alteration  of  the  law,  would  be  favorably  received,  is  so  extreme- 
ly doubtful  that  the  Committee  do  not  deem  it  expedient  now  to  pro- 
pose it.  They  cannot  but  hope,  however,  that  the  alarm  and  dread  of 
this  disease,  which  have  descended  to  us  from  other  and  distant  times, 
will,  at  no  very  remote  period,  be  no  longer  felt,  and  that  it  will  be  man- 
aged as  diseases  of  similar  character  are.  As  the  most  certain  mode  of 
producing  this  result,  the  Committee  think  that  the  attention  of  the  City 
Council  and  of  the  citizens  should  be  imperatively  drawn  to  the  subject 
of  vaccination,  it  was  in  1802,  that  the  Municipal  Authorities  first 
adopted  any  measures  on  the  subject.  The  Board  of  Health  then 
caused  twenty-two  persons  to  be  vaccinated,  and  afterwards  sent  to  a 
hospital  and  inoculated  for  the  smallpox,  "  in  order,"  as  they  say,  "  to 
ren)Ove  all  reasonable  doubts  of  the  utility  or  inutility  of  the  kinepock 
or  vaccine  inoculation  as  a  preventive  against  the  smallpox  ;"  and  the 
experiment  appears  to  have  been  quite  successful  in  proving  the  value 
of  vaccination.  Afterwards,  in  1816,  the  Assessors  having  certified  that 
there  were  five  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty-three  persons  who  had 
never  been  vaccinated  nor  had  had  the  smallpox,  a  general  vaccination 
took  place  under  the  direction  of  Committees  of  the  several  Wards. 
Since  then  the  subject  has  been  left  very  much  to  the  discretion  of  the 
inhabitants;  it  is  believed,  however,  that  there  are  but  iew  who  have 
not  been  vaccinated.  The  present  regulations  of  the  public  scliools,  by 
which  no  child  can  be  admitted  without  being  previously  vaccinated,  has 
undoubtedly  had  an  extensively  beneficial  effect,  and  the  instructers  of 
all  private  schools  should  be  earnestly  advised  to  adopt  the  same.  No 
person  should  hold  any  office  under  the  City  Government,  unless  he 
and  his  family  have  undergone  the  same  operation.  The  inmates  of  the 
Houses  of  Correction,  Reformation  and  Industry  should  be  vaccinated 
on  their  admission.  And  vaccination  ought  to  be  performed  on  all  citi- 
zens who  may  apply  for  it,  at  the  expense  of  the  city. 

By  the  adoption  of  these  and  any  other  measures  for  the  extension  of 
vaccination  which  may  occur  to  the  wisdom  of  the  City  Council,  the 
Committee  believe  that  the  smallpox  will  in  this  city,  in  a  very  short 
time,  be  confined  to  a  few  isolated  cases  among  those  persons  who  wilfully 
neglect  the  means  held  out  to  them  for  protection  against  it. 

In  the  mean  time,  while  acting  under  our  present  system,  as  the  City 
Council  are  not  obliged  to  remove  the  sick  when  such  removal  cannot  b 
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made  without  endangering  life,  we  tni«t  that  the  Consulting  Physicians 
will  at  no  lime  advise  it,  if  thereby  from  nervous  excitement,  or  any 
other  cause,  t!ie  disease  will  probably  be  exasperated  aiul  iiici eased. 

Entertaininir  the  forei^oing  views,  therefore,  the  Coiniiiittee  do  not 
now  deem  it  expedient  to  provide  another  iiospitai  for  smallpox  and 
other  contagious  diseases  ;  and  they  would  suiigest  an  additional  reason 
in  the  extreme  difficulty,  if  not  impossibility,  of  finding  a  suitable  place 
for  one.  Such  an  establislment  must  necessarily  be  within  the  liu^its  of 
the  city,  and  not  within  one  hundred  rods  of  any  dwellina  in  a  neighbor- 
ing town,  without  the  consent  of  the  inhabitants  of  such  toun.  The 
Committee,  after  an  attentive  examination,  have  not  been  able  to  discov- 
er any  place  to  which  strong,  if  not  insurmountable,  objections  have  not 
been  raised.  And  they  ask  to  be  discharged  from  any  lurtlier  considera- 
tion on  the  subject. 


The  Consulting  Physicians  of  the  City  of  Boston  have  been  called 
on  by  a  Committee  of  the  City  Council  to  say,  whether,  in  their  opinion, 
it  is  necessary  to  provide  a  place  for  the  residence  of  those  who  are 
affected  with  the  smallpox  and  other  contagious  diseases  in  the  winter 
season.  Having  carefully  considered  the  subject,  they  ask  leave  to  offer 
their  opinion,  as  follows: — 

"  That  it  is  highly  necessary  to  provide  a  place,  in,  or  near  to  the 
city,  to  which  those  affected  with  small|)ox  and  other  contagious  diseases, 
in  the  winter,  may  be  conveniently  and  safely  removed." 

The  reasons  which  have  led  them  to  form  this  opinion  are  the  fol- 
lowing : — 

I.  They  believe  that  cases  of  contagious  disease  may  occur,  in  which 
it  would  be  dangerous  to  Id'e  to  remove  the  patient  in  a  boat  or  vessel,  as 
now  practised. 

II.  That  obstructions  in  the  harbor  may  prevent  the  removal  of  infect- 
ed patients  so  early,  after  the  appearance  of  the  disease,  as  to  avoid  their 
comujunicating  it  to  others. 

III.  That  an  insular  situation  may  sometimes  prevent  the  administra- 
tion of  those  aids,  which  severe  diseases  might  require. 

IV.  That  an  apprehension  of  being  removed  in  the  manner  done  at 
present,  tnay  operate  as  a  temptation  to  physicians  and  patients  to  con- 
ceal the  existence  of  a  contagious  disorder. 

On  the  other  part,  there  appears  to  be  no  serious  objections  to  estab- 
lishing a  place  for  persons  affected  with  contagious  disorders  in  or  near 
the  city. 

Ail  such  diseases  emanate  their  contagious  influence  to  a  very  limited 
extent ;  generally  not  beyond  the  air  immediately  surrounding  the  in- 
fected person. 

As  one  proof  of  this,  may  be  advanced  the  fact  of  a  smallpox  hos- 
pital having  existed  a  considerable  number  of  years,  within  two  miles  of 
Boston,  without  having  communicated,  or  having  been  suspected  to  com- 
municate, the  contagion  to  the  city. 

As  to  the  place  proper  for  such  an  establishment,  this  Board  is  of 
opinion,  that  any  place  in  or  near  the  city,  which  can  be  as  much  insu- 
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lated  as  the  State  Prison  at  Cliarlestoun,  or  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital  ill  Boston,  would  be  perlk'ily  sale,  if  precautions  were  taken  to 
disinfect  those  who  had  occasion  to  communicate  with  the  establishnient. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Consulting  Physicians, 

John  C.   Warren. 

Boston,  Fcbruan/  1,  1837. 


OPIUM   IN   RHEUMATISM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — Dr.  Webb's  dissertation,  in  your  Journal  of  the  5ih  inst.,  recom- 
mends the  use  of  opium  in  Rheumatism  ;  and  the  author  quotes  a  pas- 
sage from  the  iMed.-Chirur.  Review,  in  which  is  described  Dr.  Caze- 
nave's  use  of  this  article  in  rheinnatism  and  his  mode  of  using  it.  1 
send  you  the  following  in  corroboration  of  Dr.  W.'s  statements. 

In  February  last  I  was  in  Providence,  and  Dr.  JMauran,  of  that  city, 
stated  to  me  his  use  of  opium  in  rheumatism,  saying  that  he  began  its 
use  about  eijiht  years  since,  in  consequence  of  the  recommendation  above 
referred  to  in  the  i\Ie(l.-Cliirur.  Review.  He  then  promised  to  send  me 
a  statement  of  his  experience,  in  writing.  This  he  did,  under  date  of 
Marcl)  23th,  1837.  1  send  you  the  communication  from  him,  and  leave 
it  to  you  to  publish  it,  if  you  think  proper.  1  \vill  only  add,  to  tliose 
who  do  not  know  Dr.  Mauran,  that  he  is  a  gentleman  of  science  and  in 
extensive  practice,  and  that  his  slatenients  are  worthy  of  full  confidence. 
I  mean  that  he  fully  believes  all  he  states.  We  all  know  that  the  same 
remedy  succeeds  in  the  hands  of  one  man  better  than  in  those  of  an- 
other. Generally  this  is  to  be  attributed  to  more  full  and  free  use  of  an 
article  by  one  who  has  faith  in  it,  than  by  one  who  is  apiprehensive  of 
evil  from  it.  Yours  respectlully, 

Boston,  April  8th,  1337.  A.  B. 

Extract  from  Dr.  Mauran' s  Letter. 

You  may  recollect,  when  1  last  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  you,  that 
some  remarks  were  made  upon  the  treatment  of  Rheumatism  with 
Opium.  1  am  induced,  from  the  succe.ss  attendant  for  a  series  of  years 
upon  this  novel  mode  of  treatment,  to  give  you  a  very  brief  and  familiar 
statement  of  my  observations. 

In  Johnson's  iMedico-Chirur.  Review,  in  1828,  you  will  find  the  short 
article  on  rJieumatism  to  which  I  then  very  briefly  alluded,  and  which 
formed  the  basis  of  a  series  of  practice  in  relation  to  that  heretofore,  with 
me,  and  I  presume  most  others,  very  formidable  disease.  1  generally 
hesitate  largely  in  adopting  new  things  from  the  Journals,  without  "  I 
know  my  man,"  and  probably  this  hint  of  Cazenave  might  have  passed 
by  me,  "  unhonored  and  unsung,"  but  for  a  fortuitous  circumstance. 
I  say  fortuitous,  not  that  my  then  patient  was  sorely  afflicted  (protract- 
edly) under  our  most  popular  mode  of  treatment,  with  rheumatism,  and 
was  now  cured  ;  but  that  the  successful  adaptation  of  Cazenave's  plan 
to    his   case,    has  been  exceedingly    advantageous  to    all    others  who 
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have  subsequently  (iillen  under  my  professional  care,  similarly  afflicted. 
The  circumstances  which  led  to  the  adoption  of  the  opium  practice 
were  the  following,  viz.  In  the  month  of  Feb.,  1829,  I  had  a  case  of 
acute  rheumatism,  highly  inflammatory,  which,  after  four  weeks'  treat- 
ment antiphlogistically,  seemed  to  baffle  all  efforts  towards  a  perfect 
cure  ;  thrice  thought  the  lancet,  cathartics,  sudorifics,  partial  anodynes, 
colchicum,  vapor  baths,  sulphur  baths,  blisters,  &;:c.,  had  apparently  van- 
quished the  foe,  but  from  the  slightest  exposure  1  perceived  (as  the  an- 
timasons  say  of  the  masonic  institution)  that  "  it  required  more  killing." 
My  patient  was  exceedingly  plethoric  and  full  habited,  and  though  short 
in  stature  (less  than  five  feet),  weighed  nearly  two  hundred  pounds. 
Habits  somewhat  intemperate.  Under  these  circumstances,  he  being 
now  very  much  prostrated,  and  unable  to  exert  a  single  voluntary  mus- 
cle from  tumefaction  and  pain,  I  accidentally  hit  upon  the  article  de- 
scribing Cazenave's  practice,  and  although  the  case,  a  priori,  seemed  at 
the  time  absolutely  to  forbid  its  adoption,  there  being  a  dry,  hot  skin, 
quick  and  frequent  pulse  (130),  dry  tongue  and  fauces,  with  consequent 
cerebral  disturbance ;  yet  as  a  dernier  resort,  I  determined  to  test  its  effi- 
cacy. Judge  ray  surprise,  when  I  inform  you  that  the  disease  yielded 
as  under  mysterious  influence.  In  the  course  of  the  week,  my  patient 
was  again  upon  his  legs,  and  notwithstanding  the  inclemency  of  that  sea- 
son (March),  was  out  and  about  his  ordinary  avocations  ;  and  although 
he  continued  his  habits  of  intemperance,  which  carried  him  from  compara- 
tively affluent  circumstances,  in  a  few  short  months,  to  find  lodgings  in 
the  gutter,  yet,  to  this  day  (having  again  reformed,  through  an  absence 
on  a  protracted  whaling  voyage,  to  which  he  was  shipped  by  our  city 
authorities,  as  a  nuisance),  he  enjoys  perfect  health,  and  during  his  ex- 
posures through  the  voyage  he  had  no  relapse  whatever  of  his  former  af- 
fliction, to  which  he  had  at  times  previously  been  liable. 

My  next  case  was  that  of  an  octogenarian,  who  had  suffered  occasion- 
ally for  years.  When  called  to  him,  under  the  disease  in  its  most  acute 
form,  affecting  both  inferior  extremities,  after  premising  a  cathartic  he 
was  ordered  the  pill,  and  in  five  days  he  was  out,  well,  nor  has  he  since 
had  a  relapse. 

I  need  not  now  recount  individual  cases  ;  suffice  to  sa}',  that  being  at- 
tached, in  connection  with  Drs.  ^Vebb  and  Toby,  to  the  "  Asylum  for 
the  Poor,"  we  had  ample  opportunities  for  testing  fully  the  efficacy 
of  the  practice,  both  in  the  acute  and  chronic  form  of  the  disease,  and  to 
our  entire  satisfaction,  having  never  been,  I  can  truly  say,  in  a  single  in- 
stance unsuccessful.  In  fact,  there,  our  success  became  proverbial,  as 
may  be  illustrated  by  the  following  circumstance.  When  the  asylum 
was  erected,  through  the  munificence  of  our  late  lamented  citizen, 
Knight  Dexter,  Esq.,  all  the  poor  who  had  been  quartered  in  private 
families  in  town  and  country,  were  returned  to  that  ample  institution. 
One  individual,  Mr.  C.,on  entering  (1830),  stated  to  the  overseer  that 
he  could  not  labor  at  his  vocation  (a  tailor),  liaving  been  for  twenty 
years  afflicted  with  chronic  rheumatism.  That  officer  remarked,  is  that 
all  ?  if  so,  you  have  come  to  the  very  place  ;  enter  the  asylum,  and  our 
physicians  will  cure  you  in  a  few  days.     He  came,  and  though  really 
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quite  infirni  Irom  i)ro;ra(tecl  suffering?,  the  prophecy,  much  to  his  sur- 
prise, was  verified  ;  in  ten  clays  he  (ound  himself  restored,  and,  until 
the  past  year,  was  constantly  enabled  to  work  at  his  trade.  He  died  of 
chronic  diarrhoea,  having  been  in  the  Asylum  over  six  years. 

Many  successful  cases  might  he  detailed,  both  in  private  and  public 
practice  ;  but  should  you  adopt  the  plan,  your  critical  observation  and 
discriminating  mind  will  enable  you  lo  judge  of  its  merits  or  demerits,  of 
which  I  trust  we  shall  ere  long  be  informed.  To  be  successful,  I  am 
convinced  that  the  practice  should  be  adopted /e«r/ess/y,  and  in  full. 

The  following  phenomena  almost  invariably  present,  viz.  cathartics 
being  premised,  after  from  6  to  10  doses  of  a  grain  each  are  succes- 
sive/i/,  hourly  administered,  a  profuse  pers[)lration  supervenes,  succeed- 
ing which,  the  pulse,  at  first  somewhat  elevated,  becomes  gradually 
lessened  in  force  and  frequency  ;  the  distress,  before  violent,  now  abates, 
freedom  of  motion  returns,  tumefaction  and  redness  subside,  nor  is  me- 
tastasis often  a|)preheniled.  Nausea  is  not  uncommon  at  this  stage  of 
the  treatment  ;  in  fact,  with  many  it  is  a  constant  attendant.  When  the 
severity  of  the  case  renders  it  indispensable  to  pursue  the  op\um  freely 
for  several  days,  the  bowels  move  spontaneously  and  actively,  and  in 
some  instances  require  astringents  to  prevent  consecutive  diarrhoea,  grip- 
ings  and  tenesmus.  In  a  few  cases,  however,  the  bowels  are  torpid,  and 
superadded  to  which,  the  patient  suffers  from  dry  and  parched  fauces. 
These  symptoms  have  been  most  promptly  relieved  by  occasional 
draughts  of  yeast,  the  patient  gurgling  freely  with  the  same.  In  all 
cases,  but  little  perfect  sleep  is  obtained  ;  the  patient  frequently  inquires 
if  he  may  not  take  an  anodyne  to  court  it.  In  three  cases  of  private 
practice,  wherein  the  violence  of  the  symptoms  rendered  a  protracted 
course  of  opium  necessary,  my  patients  suffered  from  profuse  ptyalism 
with  exceedingly  irritable  gums,  tongue  and  fauces,  nor  could  1  readily 
disabuse  them  of  their  surmises  that  it  was  the  result  of  mercurials. 
Absence  of  specific  foetor,  and  firmness  of  the  teeth,  however,  were 
sufficiently  diagnostic  lo  the  initiated. 

I  ought  to  state  that  I  7iever  bleed  except  in  cases  of  decided  plethora 
or  local  (visceral)  determination,  and  very  rarely  blister  or  apply  rubefa- 
cients, except  to  anmse  the  patient,  who  cannot  conceive  of  a  cure  with- 
out their  aid.  My  plan  is  to  follow  Cazenave's  practice  fearlessly, 
though  watchfully,  keeping  the  patient  in  bed  and  properly  protected  by 
sufficient  blankets  from  atmospheric  changes.  Once  or  twice  only  have 
I  ever  resorted  to  warm  or  vapor  baths  as  adjuvants  in  the  course,  and 
never  but  in  one  single  instance  have  I  witnessed  a  relapse,  and  that  case 
was  so  peculiar  that  I  propose,  at  some  future  leisure  moment,  lo  give  it 
in  detail. 

The  treatment  is  simply  this.  After  a  cathartic,  I  prescibe  one  grain 
of  opium,  in  pill,  every  hour,  occasionally  combined,  when  there  is  great 
heat,  with  ipecac,  or,  to  disguise  tlie  opiate  smell,  when  suspected,  with 
some  aromatic  oil  (cloves,  mint,  &ic.),and  continue  the  same  dose  hourly, 
until  the  intoxicating  effect  is  produced,  or  profuse  perspiration  super- 
venes, when  the  same  dose  may  be  repeated  every  two  or  three  hours,  to 
keep  up  a  free  determination  to  the  skin  ;  the  patient  taking  at  the  time, 
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large  and  frequent  potations  of  some  diluent  diink.  If  pain  is  intense, 
add  another  grain  of  opium.  Exhaustion  from  the  cojjious  perspiration 
is  alleviated  by  some  cordial  diaphoretic,  wine  whey,  or,  what  has  been 
found  exceedingly  useful,  not  to  add  grateful,  champagne  and  ice  water, 
soda,  &i.c. 

An  experience  somewhat  extensive  for  eight  years,  has  taught  that  un- 
der the  above  plan  the  patient  affected  either  with  the  acute  or  chronic 
form,  is  rarely  confined  over  a  week,  or  at  most  ten  days.  N.  B.  The 
'pill  cannot  be  suspended  in  the  early  stage  of  treatment  for  the  admin- 
istration of  catliartics,  without  the  hazard  of  protracting  the  cure  by  me- 
tastasis, &c. 

Although  this  treatment  is  truly  heroic,  no  cases  of  cerebral  congestion, 
or  other  unfavorable  circumstances,  have  ever  resulted  from  its  adoption, 
so  far  as  my  observation  has  extended. 

The  same  plan  has  been  found  to  be  eminently  successful  in  common 
sick  headache,  and  in  that  formidable  host  of  diseases  y'clept  neuralgic; 
nor  have  I  hesitated  to  resort  to  it  as  a  soulagement  in  that  state  of  pro- 
tracted pain  in  pleurisy,  where  the  tartrite  and  bleedings,  both  general 
and  local,  have  been  pursued  to  their  ultimata,  and  (with  a  small  wiry 
pulse)  pain,  with  a  dry,  hot  skin,  still  lingers. 

Four  cases  of  that  non-descript  affection  (so  far  as  pathological  in- 
vestigation has  developed),  deep-seated  pain  in  the  orbit,  with  intoler- 
ance of  light,  of  months  standing,  yielded  in  a  few  days  to  the  opium, 
after  having  baffled  all  efforts  by  cupping,  leeching,  arsenic,  iron,  &c.  &.c. 
fee,  which  convinces  me,  and  will  others  who  adopt  its  use  en  haute 
dose,  that  the  virtues  of  opium  have  never  been  half  made  known. 

Q^uere. — Does  not  this  last  named  disease  of  the  eye,  more  frequently 
than  is  generally  imagined,  owe  its  origin  and  protracted  continuance  to 
gouty  or  rheumatic  sources  (occurring  mostl}'  in  young  subjects),  rather 
than  to  congestion  or  chronic  inflammation  of  the  deep-seated  ves- 
sels, &ic.  &:c.,  and  the  thousand  and  one  causes,  equally  unintelligible 
and  inexplicable,  which  have  claimed  the  sanction  of  our  modern 
theorists  ? 

Should  you  consider  that  the  publication  of  these  hasty  notes  would 
be  in  any  degree  instrumental  to  excite,  through  the  faculty,  an  investi- 
gation of  the  subject  of  which  they  treat,  you  may  at  pleasure  so  use 
them  ;  in  any  event,  however,  you  will  permit  me  to  subscribe  myself, 

Your  obt.  servt.  and  friend, 

Providence,  March  28,  1837.  J.  Mauran. 


MEDICAL  BOTANY. 

[Communicated   for    the   Boston     Medical  and    Surgical  Journal. J 
NO.   III. — CYPRIPEDIU3I.    AMERICAN    VALERIAN. 

Sex.  Syst. — Class    gynandria;  order  diandria.      Generic  Characteris- 
tics.— Labium  large,  inflated,  ventricose,  saeform.     Petals  four  (by  some 
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called  a  four-leaved  calyx),  the  lower  one  bifid.  Column  terminating  in 
a  pelaloid  lobe. 

Specific  Descrif. — 'Cyp.  Pubescens.  Stem  leafy;  lobe  of  the  style 
triangular-oblong,  obtuse  ;  exterior  petals  ovaie-oblong,  acuminate  ;  in- 
terior very  long,  linear,  contorted  ;  lip  shorter  than  the  petals,  compressed. 

This  species  of  cypripedium  grows  abundant  in  meadows  and  moist 
wood-land  in  many  parts  of  New  England.  It  blossoms,  in  common 
with  most  other  plants  of  this  genus,  in  May  and  June.  Stem  two  or 
three  feet  high  ;  leaves  downy  ;  flowers  s|)olted,  of  a  greenish  yellow. 
Its  root,  as  well  as  that  of  the  C.  Acaule  v.  Humile,  has  been  used  as  a 
remedy  by  country  practitioners  for  n)any  years  ;  and  yet  its  name  can 
be  found  in  few,  if  any,  of  our  medical  books. 

C.  Acaule.  Scape  leafless,  one-flowered  ;  two  radical,  oblong,  ob- 
tuse leaves.  It  giows  in  woods,  from  eight  to  twelve  inches  high.  The 
root  of  the  C.  Candidum,  and  probably  of  some  other  species,  is  used 
likev.'ise  for  the  same  purposes,  and  I  believe  with  the  same  result. 
But  the  C.  Acaule  or  Humile  is  the  kind  preserved  by  the  Shakers,  and 
which  may  be  obtained  in  any  quantity  at  the  shop  of  Mr.  Joseph  Kid- 
der, Boston.  It  is  composed  mostly  of  long,  yellowish,  curly  fibres  of  a 
bitter,  nauseous,  somewhat  acrid  taste.  It  has  probably  long  been  a  fa- 
vorite remedy  amon^r  the  Indians,  and  has  obtained  the  name  Moccason 
root  from  the  resemblance  of  its  blossom  to  an  Indian  moccason.  The 
several  species  of  Cypripedium  are  called  Ladies^  Slipper,  for  a  similar 
reason. 

Many  physicians,  besides  numerous  other  people,  are  ready  to  testify 
to  the  efl^ects  of  the  wild  or  American  Valerian  as  a  remedy.  It  re- 
seird)les  considerably  in  its  therapeutical  properties  the  imported  Vale- 
rian, and  is  thought  by  some  practitioners  to  be  superior  to  that  article. 
It  is  certainly  a  very  good  antispasmodic,  and  is  exceedingly  valuable  in 
nervous  debility  and  irritation.  Many  of  the  good  ladies  in  the  country, 
and  some  in  the  city,  are  in  the  habit  of  using  it  to  relieve  the  false  pains 
before  and  after  delivery.  Some  intelligent  and  well-informed  people 
speak  in  high  commendation  of  its  effects  in  their  own  families.  I  have 
used  it,  and  seen  it  used  with  good  success,  in  weakness  and  nervous  irrita- 
bility, and  believe  it  deserves  the  attention  of  the  medical  profession. 

A  tliorough  knowledge  ol  the  properties  of  Cypripedium,  would  doubt- 
less give  it  a  conspicuous  place  in  the  United  States  Dispensatory.  I 
am  inclined  to  believe  it  possesses  a  narcotic  principle,  but  am  by  no 
means  certain.  Will  not  some  of  your  readers  determine  this  point,  and 
inform  us  ?  S.  A.  T. 

Cambridge,  April  13,  1837. 


WOUND  OF  THE   RECTUM. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

March  16th,  1837,  I  was  called  to   visit   Seth  Felch,  aged  about  five 
years,  a  lively,  active  lad,  who  had  been  amusing  himself  in  sliding  down 
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hill  on  a  board  in  a  field,  as  the  snow  was  hard  and  icy.  It  happened 
that  there  was  a  double-ten  nail  driven  through  the  board,  with  the  point 
upwards  (though,  by  the  way,  a  portion  of  the  nail  had  been  broken  off, 
leaving  a  blunt  point).  As  he  was  descending  the  hill,  sittiu";  upright 
upon  tlie  boarri  and  moving  with  considerable  velocity,  the  forward  end 
of  the  board  fastened  itself  in  an  inequality  of  the  crust  of  snow,  and 
was  sto|)ped  instantly.  The  boy's  inertia  and  gravity  carried  him  with 
full  velocity  upon  the  nail,  which  was  standing  about  one  foot  anterior  to 
the  point  on  the  board  on  which  he  was  sitting.  The  nail  entered  the 
pelvis  within  about  three  fourths  of  an  inch  of,  and  rather  anterior  to, 
the  anus,  on  the  left  side.  Passing  through  the  integuments,  it  entered 
the  rectum  about  one  inch  or  an  inch  and  a  half  above  the  sphincter  ani, 
making  an  opening  tiiere  about  the  size  of  the  finger.  It  left  the  wound 
as  the  boy  fell  forwards,  by  enlarging  the  external  part  of  it  posteriorly. 
The  range  of  the  opening  was  parallel  to  the  fosse  between  the  glutei 
muscles,  about  one  and  a  half  inch  long  externally,  and  about  three 
fourths  of  an  inch  to  the  left  of  the  anus.  His  bowels  being  at  the  tiirie 
in  a  lax  condition,  the  contents  of  the  rectum  immediately  flowed 
through  the  wound.  The  wound  presented  a  bluish  leaden  hue,  in  con- 
sequence of  its  being  a  contused  laceration,  and  that,  loo,  among  hemor- 
rhoidal vessels.  This  was  his  condition  when  [  first  saw  him,  it  being  on 
the  day  of  the  accident.  The  anus  was  closed  with  an  apparent  spas- 
modic stricture,  and  the  thin  feces  were  continually  passing  involuntarily 
through  the  wound.  Under  these  circumstances,  union  by  the  first  in- 
tention was  out  of  the  question.  But,  that  union  might  take  place  by 
the  second  intention,  was  more  probable.  To  this  end,  a  bread  and 
milk  poultice  was  ordered  to  the  part,  and  an  opiate  to  check  the  fre- 
quency of  the  discharges,  it  being  desirable  to  have  the  bowels  lay  en- 
tirely at  rest,  except  when  they  should  be  moved  by  cathartics.  By 
this  means  the  wound  would  not  be  continually  irritated  by  the  presence 
of  the  feces ;  for  after  the  bowels  had  been  moved  and  checked,  the 
wound  could  be  cleansed  by  a  syringe,  and  remain  clean  until  another 
laxative  should  be  given. 

17th.  This  morning  the  patient  requested  tlie  closestool,  but  nothing 
but  an  half  pint  of  coagulated  blood  was  discharged,  and  that  through 
the  wound.  Examined  the  wound,  and  found  its  appearance  the  same 
as  yesterday.  Febrile  symptoms  quite  prominent;  pulse  l!20;  tongue 
loaded  in  the  centre  with  white  buff;  skin  warm  and  dry.  Ordered 
powder  tart.  pot.  and  jalap,  followed  by  sulph.  magnesia  if  necessary. 
After  catharsis,  use  wheat  flour  scalded  in  milk  for  diet,  and  omit  the 
opiate  ;  antimonials  in  small  doses  ;  continue  the  same  poultice.  Inject 
warm  water  or  soap  and  water  immediately  after  discharge  fiom  bowels, 
but  not  introduce  the  tube  of  the  syringe;  give  the  water  some  force  in- 
to the  wound,  being  well  exposed  at  the  time  by  an  assistant,  then  re- 
apply the  poultice. 

18th.  Less  fever  to-day  than  yesterday  ;  wound  appears  the  same  ; 
the  diet  and  fever  have  controlled  the  bowels  suflicienily  without  an 
opiate.     Ordered  the  same  as  yesterday,  except  use  fermenting  poultice 
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of  rye  flour  and  yeast ;  change  frequently  ;  all  the  feces  pass  by  tlie 
wound. 

19th.  Less  fever  and  more  rest  than  for  any  24  hours  since  the  injury  ; 
tongue  becoming  clean,  and  wound  appears  more  of  a  rosy  hue  and  sup- 
purates freely  ;  a[)pears  somewhat  contracted  in  its  dimensions,  and  part 
of  the  feces  pass  by  the  anus  and  part  through  the  wound.  Patient  has 
some  appetite  ;  less  thirst,  and  good  rest.     Continue  the  same  course. 

21st.  Has  rested  well  two  days  past;  appetite  good  ;  tongue  almost 
clean  ;  wound  closed  and  filling  with  healthy  granulations  ;  no  feces  pass 
by  the  wound,  but  all  per  anum.  Continue  the  same  course  two  or 
three  days,  then  apply  envp.  diacalon.  Patient  dismissed.  I  have  seen 
the  father  of  the  boy  twice  since,  and  he  says  that  his  son  is  well. 

I  should  not  have  troubled  you,  JMr.  Editor,  with  this  communication, 
but  for  a  somewhat  similar  case  reported  in  your  Journal  of  March  22d, 
under  the  head  of  "  Fragments,"  by  A.  P.  Fuller,  of  Maine.  1  am  in- 
clined to  believe  that  such  accidents  are  quite  uncommon,  as  this  gentle- 
man says  that  he  never  before  saw  or  read  of  a  wound  of  this  descrip- 
tion. And  if  this  accident  is  so  comparatively  rare,  and  still  so  grave 
in  its  character,  it  is  a  sufficient  apology  for  our  communicating  to  the 
profession  the  effects  of  the  different  modes  of  treatment  that  have  been 
pursued.  I  acknowledge  that  the  cases  are  not  exactly  parallel.  One 
patient  is  a  man  of  35,  sound  constitution,  good  habits  and  good  health  ; 
the  other,  a  boy  of  five.  In  one  case  no  aid  was  procured  until  the  ex- 
piration of  five  days  ;  in  the  other,  immediately.  But  notwithstanding 
this  difference,  I  cannot  perceive  why  the  same  treatment  would  not  be 
indicated  in  the  one,  as  in  the  other.  If  I  had  filled  the  wound  with  any 
foreign  material,  I  should  have  perpetuated  an  artificial  anus,  for  this  is 
the  only  means  which  surgeons  resort  to  after  the  operation  for  imper- 
forate anus  in  children,  in  order  to  establish  an  artificial  anus,  and  make 
it  permanent.  Whereas  should  they  introduce  no  foreign  material,  it 
would  unite  by  the  first  intention,  or  granulate,  and  the  new  canal  would 
become  obliterated.  I  consider  the  wounds  above  described  to  bear  al- 
most no  analogy  to  fistula  in  ano.  In  one,  the  ulceration  is  the  effect  of 
a  specific,  diseased  action,  producing  an  ulcer  of  a  peculiar  character,  very 
far  from  healthy.  But  in  the  above  accidents,  though  the  ulcers  are 
situated  in  the  same  region,  they  are  simple  wounds  in  healthy  parts  and 
in  healthy  constitutions  ;  and  it  would  be  as  absurd  to  suppose  that  they 
must  be  treated  like  fistula  in  ano,  as  that  a  wound  on  the  side  of  the 
neck  producing  an  ulcer,  must  be  treated  with  iodine  and  other  renie- 
dies  for  scrofula,  because  scrofulous  ulceration  is  sometimes  seated  there. 
I  presume  that  all  are  agreed  that  the  sphincter  ani  should  not  be  divided 
and  prevented  from  uniting  by  a  foreign  substance,  without  the  most  im- 
perious necessity  ;  and  if  wounds  of  the  above  description  can  be  treat- 
ed successfully  without  such  division,  it  should  not  be  divided  in  conse- 
quence of  them.  Israel  Hinckley. 

Topshnm,  Vt.,  April  ^d,  1837. 


(  ne  ) 

BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,     APRIL     19,     1837. 


EDUCATION  OF  THE   BLIND. 

Although  the  fifth  annual  report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  New  England 
Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind  has  been  before  the  public 
some  weeks,  it  has  not  been  convenient  to  give  it  that  attention  before, 
which  sucli  a  document  demands.  Dr.  Howe,  the  director,  is  laying  a 
broad  and  deep  foundation  to  transmit  his  name  to  future  times,  as  a 
benefiictor  of  the  unfortunate  ofthe  human  race. 

The    following    comprises    all    that    can    be    essentially    beneficial    to 
medical  readers. 

"  The  pupils  have,  generally,  been  in  excellent  health  ;  few  cases  of 
severe   sickness  have    occurred,  and  those  have  all  terminated  favorably. 

"  This  may  be  considered  fortunate  ;  for  the  blind  are  more  liable  to 
disease  and  early  death  than  seeing  people  ;  partly  because  there  are 
many  cases  where  blindness  is  the  partial  effect  of  some  general  cause, 
which  occasions  constitutional  infirmity  ;  partly,  because  in  early  life 
they  do  not  take  exercise  enough  to  develop  the  force  of  the  system  ; 
and,  partly,  from  habits  of  indolence,  physical  and  mental,  acquired  in 
later  life.  Now  the  majority  of  our  pu|(ils  were  past  the  age  of  adoles- 
cence, when  they  entered  ;  and  are,  therefore,  still  liable  to  the  effect  of 
unfavorable  causes,  put  in  operation  bel'ore. 

"  Great  attention,  however,  is  now  paid  to  their  physical  health  ;  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  where  this  attention  can  be  given  from  early  life, 
the  mortality  of  the  blind  will  not  differ  much  from  that  of  seeing  people. 
The  pupils  are  required  to  be  perfectly  clean  ;  they  have  the  use  of 
the  warm  bath  ;  their  body  and  bed  linen  is  frequently  changed  ;  the 
sleeping-rooms  and  school-rooms  are  very  well  ventilated  ;  their  diet  is 
simple,  but  healthy  and  ample  ;  their  hours  of  eating,  study,  exercise, 
and  sleep,  are  regular  ;  in  short,  everything  is  done  to  promote  health, 
thouiih  we  have  still  to  contend  with  almost  insurmountable  repugnance 
in  the  older  ones,  to  taking  sufficient  exercise. 

"  The  system  of  intellectual  education,  adopted  at  the  commencement 
of  the  Institution,  has  been  assiduously  and  successfully  followed  during 
the  past  year,  and  we  can  now  realize  its  happy  effects.  The  upi)er 
classes  of  boys  and  girls  are  well  versed  in  the  grammar  of  the  English 
language,  in  geography,  and  arithmetic.  The  first  division  is  familiar 
witii  the  principles  of  natural  philosophy,  embracing  astronomy,  with  the 
outlines  of  natural  history,  and  have  been  exercised  in  composition. 
One  section  is  thoroughly  acquainted  with  algebra,  and  is  engaged  in 
the  study  of  geometry.  Another  section  can  translate  and  converse  in 
the  French  language.  All,  except  the  very  youngest  ofthe  pupils,  have 
been  taught  to  read,  spell,  cipher,  and  are  rapidly  acquiring  the  rudi- 
ments of  common  education.  Many  of  them  write  a  legible  hand,  and 
can  correspond  with  their  friends  by  mail. 

"  When  we  say  that   many  of  our  pupils   arc   good   scholars   for  their 
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age,  we  do  not  mean  merely  that  they  are  good  in  comparison  with  other 
blind  children,  but  that  they  are  quite  etiuai  in  acqiiiremonts  to  boys  and 
girls  ol"  their  own  age  in  our  con)nion  schools  and  acadtniies.  But,  as 
in  coninion  schools  there  are  some  brij^ht  and  precocious  minds,  and 
soino  dull  dunces,  so  with  the  blind,  some  are  very  intelligent  and  apt, 
others  arc  very  stupid  and  almost  imbecile.  In  short,  the  experience  of 
our  school  proves  (i!'  indeed  any  proof  be  n(!eded)  thai  the  original  ca- 
pacity of  the  intellect  is  precisely  the  same  in  blind,  as  in  seeing  chil- 
dren. Their  intellects,  however,  cannot  be  devcloijcd  by  the  conunon 
modes  of  education,  and  it  is  to  supply  peculiar  processes  of  instruction 
that  our  institution  is  established. 

"  We  may  consider  music  as  a  branch  of  intellecturl  education,  and 
this  has  been  taught  with  great  zeal  and  success,  by  o.ir  Professor,  Mr, 
J.  Keller,  who  has,  with  great  zeal,  devoted  his  time  and  talents  to  the 
pupils." 

"  V^ocal  music  has  been  much  cultivated,  and  with  great  success  ;  our 
pupils  have  given  s;n'eral  public  concerts  which  atlbrded  entire  satisfac- 
tion to  the  audiences. 

"  It  will  be  found  that  the  |)upil3  are  able  not  merely  to  perform  many 
difficult  pieces,  but  that  they  are  acquainted  with  the  theory  of  music  ; 
that  they  have  learned,  not  by  rote,  but  scientifically. 

"  Bi'sides  attending  to  their  studies,  and  to  music,  the  pupils  are  occu- 
pied four  hours  daily  in  handicraft  work  ;  some  ol'  thein  have  become  ex- 
pert at  making  matresses  and  cushions,  at  weaving  coarse  mats,  Stc.  It 
is  desirable  tiiat  all,  even  those  destined  for  musicians  and  teachers, 
should  be  exercised  at  some  handicraft  work  ;  for  it  not  only  conduces  to 
health,  but  gives  an  activity,  a  command-  of  the  limbs,  and  freedom  in 
motion,  not  to  be  attained  by  the  blind  in  any  other  way.  The  girls  are 
taught  to  sew,  knit,  braid,  &.C.,  and  to  do  some  housework  ;  and  it  is  ad- 
visable that  all  of  them  should  be  able  to  wash,  iron,  set  tables  and  to 
keep  furniture  in  order. 

"  It  may  seem  strange  to  those  who  are  not  familiar  with  the  subject, 
that  so  much  can  be  learned  by  blind  persons  in  so  short  a  time  ;  but,  the 
truth  is,  with  the  advantages  given  them,  many  of  our  pupils  learn  faster 
in  some  branches  than  they  would  if  they  could  see  and  could  attend 
common  schools  five  or  six  hours  per  day.  The  blind  study  v.ith  more 
pleasure  and  more  intense  a|)plication  than  seeing  children  ;  and  they 
have  much  more  retentive  memories  ;  but  besides  this,  the  following 
statement  of  the  daily  routine  of  study^  music,  and  work,  will  show  that 
they  are  kept  diligently  occupied. 

"At  half  past  5,  A.  I\I.,  the  first  bell  rings  ;  at  6,  all  assemble  at  the 
chalpel  ;  at  8,  breakfast — the  boys  then  walk  out  for  exercise  until  9, 
while  the  girls  are  busy  at  housework  ;  from  9  to  10,  all  attend  school  ; 
from  10  to  11,  all  assemble  for  singing  ;  recess  half  an  hour.  P^om  half 
past  1  1  to  1,  school  ;  from  1  to  2,  P.  M.,  dnmer  and  recess  ;  from  2  to 
6,  all  are  at  work — with  a  short  recess  for  the  younger  ones  ;  6  to  7, 
supper  and  recess  ;  7  to  8,  all  assemble  for  singing  ;  8  to  9,  reading, 
newspapers,  and  history  ;  at  9,  they  assemble  for  prayers,  and  then  go 
to  rest.     The  children  retire  earlier. 

"  Such  is  the  routine  of  a  day  (in  winter  as  well  as  in  summer,  for  the 
blind  limit  not  their  day  by  the  rising  and  setting  of  the  sun);  and  although 
it  may  seem  severe  discipline,  it  is  not  found  to  be  so  in  prn(ti(;c  ;  for,  by 
alternating  study  with  music,  and  by  frequent  recesses,  diiferent  faculties 
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of  the  mind  are  called  into  operation  in  succession,  and  the  pupils  are 
not  so  much  fatigued  as  if  they  were  kept  seated  on  school  benches  six 
hours,  with  but  one  intermission.  In  general  terms,  the  pupils  devote 
four  hours  daily  to  intellectual  labor  ;  four  hours  to  vocal  and  instru- 
mental music  ;  four  to  recreation  and  eating  ;  four  to  manual  labor,  and 
eight  to  sleep.  Or  if  we  consider  music  as  intellectual  labor,  and  work 
as  physical  labor,  then  they  devote  eight  hours  daily  to  intellectual  educa- 
tion, eight  to  physical  education,  and  eight  to  slee])." 

Poisonous  Partridges. — After  various  inquiries  of  those  who  profess  to 
be  conversant  with  the  habits  of  these  birds,  we  are  inclined  to  the  opin- 
ion that  the  poisonous  quality  of  their  flesh  in  the  spring  of  the  yeai  does 
not  arise  from  feeding  on  any  kind  of  bud  or  berry.  As  the  season  ap- 
proaches when  the  system  undergoes  important  preparations  for  the  re- 
production of  the  species,  the  fluids  of  some  of  the  organs  are  variously 
changed  and  more  copiously  secreted.  These  are  reabsorbed  and  car- 
ried into  the  system  through  the  circulation,  imparting  to  the  muscles, 
and  especially  those  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  spermatic  ap- 
paratus, a  quality,  sui  generis — intolerable  to  the  human  stomach.  ^Nlale 
birds,  it  is  apprehended,  and  not  the  female,  possess  this  noxious  quality, 
of  which  so  much  has  been  said — but  only  about  seven  weeks — from  the 
first  of  February  to  the  middle  of  IMarch. 


Legislative  Generosity. — It  will  be  recollected  that  some  two  or  three 
months  ago  we  expressed  a  hope  that  the  IMas-achusetts  Legislature 
would  e.xert  a  sustaining  influence  in  behalf  of  the  Eye  and  Ear  Infirma- 
ry. To  our  great  gratification,  and  to  the  lasting  honor  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives,  a  grant  has  been  made  of  five  thousand 
dollars,  to  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  trustees  forthwith — accompanied 
by  an  annual  appropriation  of  two  thousand  dollars,  for  the  ne.xt  five 
years.  This  at  once  raises  the  institution  to  a  condition  of  usefulness, 
by  the  provision  which  has  thus  been  made  for  boarding  and  lodging  the 
poor  coming  from  a  distance  who  may  seek  relief  at  its  portals.  As 
soon  as  the  act  is  published,  it  will  have  an  insertion  here,  that  the  pro- 
fession abroad  may  understand  how  the  people  of  Massachusetts  appre- 
ciate the  skill  of  physicians  and  surgeons. 


Calomel  in  Scalded  Glottis. — An  English  surgeon  has  lately  cured  a 
distressing  case  of  scalded  glottis,  in  a  child  aged  seven,  who  had  at- 
tempted to  drink  from  the  spout  of  a  tea-kettle  containing  boiling  water, 
by  administering  calomel — two  grains  of  which  were  given  every  hour, 
with  two  minims  of  the  tinct.  of  opium  with  every  other  powder,  and  con- 
tinued for  two  days. 


Epidemic  Hooping  Cough. — Dr.  John  Hancock,  at  a  late  meeting  of 
the  London  IMedico-Botanical  Society,  mentioned  having  seen  a  whole 
family  affected  with  hooping  cough,  in  South  America,  without  anv  pre- 
vious communication  with  any  one  afl\;cted  with  the  disease.  The  I'arni- 
ly  resided  in  the  woods  of  Pomeroon,  far  distant  from  any  settlement. 
Dr.  H.  considered  this  as  one  evidence  of  the  epidemic  origin  of  hoop- 
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ing  cough,  or  (hat  it  is   propagated   by  a   peculiar   condition   of  the   air, 
rather  tlian  by  contagion. 


Canadian  Phifsicians. — Before  a  professional  gentleman  can  commence 
practice  in  Canada,  it  is  required  that  he  shall  procure  a  license  of  the 
Governor.  In  accordance  with  this  requisition,  the  last  Quebec  paper 
announces  the  following  intelligence — William  Donegani,  Esq.,  INI.D., 
George  Holmes,  Esq.,  INI.D.,  and  William  M'Nider,  Esq.,  M.D.,  have 
severally  been  permitted  by  the  authority  of  his  Excellency  the  Govern- 
or General,  to  practise  physic,  surgery  and  midwifery.  The  Canadians 
had  better  organize  a  medical  board  to  examine  into  the  qualifications  of 
strangers.  What  is  the  opinion  of  a  Governor  worth  in  the  grave  matter 
of  judging  of  a  man's  attaiTimeiits  in  these  important  subjects  } 


Analysis  of  Bilter  Mmonds — Hijdrocyanic  Acid. — At  a  late  meeting  of 
the  IVIed.-Botan.  Soc,  JVIr.  Everitt  stated  some  curious  facts  at  which  the 
French  chemists  have  lately  arrived,  respecting  the  analysis  of  bitter  al- 
monds. The  sub.stance  called  "  amygdaline  "  was  obtained  by  macerat- 
ing the  bruised  seeds  in  alcohol,  or  ether  ;  but  it  was  proved  that  no  hy- 
drocyanic acid  or  essential  oil  was  contained  in  them  •  and  that  those 
principles  are  not  educts,  but  mere  products,  formed  by  water,  or  by  ma.s- 
tication  ;  that  benzoic  acid  is  formed  in  the  volatile  oil  by  its  union  with 
oxygen  ;  that  the  bitter  principle  is  developed  only  by  attracting  azote  or 
nitrogen. 

Mr.  Everitt  also  showed  a  very  delicate  test  for  hydrocyanic  acid,  con- 
sisting in  simply  placing  over  a  watch-glass  containing  the  smallest  quan- 
tity of  hydrocyanic  acid,  alone,  or  mixed  with  some  other  body,  another 
piece  of  glass,  damped  with  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver.  The  hydro- 
cyanic acid,  being  extremely  volatile,  escapes,  and,  coming  in  contact 
with  the  nitrate  of  silver,  renders  the  glass  opaque,  by  forming  cyanide 
of  silver. — London  Laiictt. 


Medical  Miscellany. — A  proposition  is  before  the  Mass.  Legislature  to 
make  some  alterations  in  the  general  health  laws  of  the  Conmionwealth. 
— 1  he  grippe,  a  new  form  of  influenza,  is  said  to  have  appeared  at  New 
Orleans. — Dr.  Lloyd,  of  the  British  forces  at  Barbadoes,  has  arrived  at 
this  port.  —No  one  disease  appears  to  be  particularly  prevalent  at  this  time 
in  the  United  States. — The  plague  has  generally  subsided  in  all  those 
countries  where  it  made  fearful  havoc  only  a  i'ew  months  af^o. — Mr.  Jor- 
dan, of  Boston,  is  agent  for  the  new  British  JNIedical  Quarterly  Review 
and  is  prepared  to  furnish  back  numbers. — Pulverized  bloodroot,  sangui- 
naria  Canadensis,  has  become  an  important  remedy  in  healinf  bad-con- 
ditioned ulcers,  sprinkled  on  about  twice  a  day. — The  anniversary  of  the 
Mass.  State  JNIedical  Society  is  at  hand. — Eight  thousand  dollars  have 
been  appropriated  for  the  current  expenses,  the  ensuing  year,  of  the  Lu- 
natic Asylum  at  Worcester. — Dr  Gordon's  infirmary  lor  diseases  of  the 
skin,  is  gaining  public  favor. — Rooms  for  public  lectures  on  diseases  of 
the  Eye  and  Ear,  are  to  be  forthwith  constructed  at  the  Institution,  in 
Green  street. — Smallpox,  which  has  been  rife  several  months  in  various 
sections  of  the  country  both  at  the  north  and  south,  appears  to  have  been 
wholly  overcome  and  circumscribed  by  active  vaccination. 
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To  CoRRESPONDK.NTS. — Dr,  Webb's  Appendix  to  his  Dissertation  on  Rheuma- 
tism, was  not  received  in  season  for  this  number  of  the  Journal.  It  will  be  insert- 
ed next  week-     Other  papers  are  also  on  file. 

\V  ho  e  luiiuber  of  deaths  in  Boston,  fur  the  week  endina  April  15,  36.     Males,  21 — Females,  15. 

Consiiinptjon,  6— infantile,  2— disease  of  the  heart,  2— dropsy  on  the  brain,: — wouiids,  1 — apoplexy, 
1 — lung  fever,  4 — typhus  fever,  2 — intianiination  of  the  bowels,  1 — enlarge, nent  of  heart,  I — accident- 
al, 1 — i.irlutnza,  1  — rheumitic,  I — canker,  1 — ;;iiild- lied,  1 — intemperance,  1 — worms,  1— pleurisy,  1 
— ,s.vphilis,  J — stillborn,  1. 


MEDICAL  TUITION. 

The  subscribers  have  recently  made  s.nne  additional  arrangements  for  the  instruction  of  medical 
stiiuents.  A  suitable  room  is  provided,  as  heretol'ore,  lor  liie  use  of  the  pupils  ;  tlie  necessary  books 
are  supplied;  and  a  systematic  course  of  study  is  reconnnended.  Personal  instrnctioii  is  ^iven  to 
eich  p.ijiil  in  eacli  of  the  several  departments  of  medical  knowledge.  Every  lacilily  is  provided  for 
the  cultivation  of  practical  anaiomy,  whir.h  the  present  improved  slate  ol  the  law  permits.  'J'his 
ddpari  nsiil  will  receive  the  constant  attention  of  one  of  the  subscribers,  wiio  will  always  give  such 
aid  and  instructKm  as  the  pupils  may  need. 

Tiiepj^ils  li  ive  fiee  ainissioii  to  the  lectures  on  .\natomy,  and  on  Surgery,  in  the  Medical  School 
of  Harvard  University, and  to  all  the  practice  of  the  .Vlassachasetts  General  Hospital;  and  generally 
they  have  o,)portunity  to  attend  private  surgical  operations. 
Tile  terms  are,  $iJJ  per  annum  ;  to  be  paid  in  advance. 

JOHN  C.  WAKREX, 
GCeiltGE   MAVUARD, 
Boston,  October,  1S35.  June  15— eoptf  E.NUCHHALE, 

J.  .M.   U'AUKEX. 

VACCixNE     VIRUS. 

PnysiciiN-s  in  any  part  of  the  United  States  may  hereafter  be  furnished  with  pure  vaccine  viru.':,  liy 
ad.lressiiig  the  editor  of  the  iJjslon  .Medical  and  Snrjiical  Journal — mclusiiig  une  dtUar.  Letters  must 
be  post-paid,  or  they  will  not  be  taken  from  the  Post  Oliice.  'I'lie  virus  will  invariably  be  sent  by  the 
first  iuail,  unless  sj;ue  other  nuide  of  conveyance  is  diiecteil.  Ten  cliaiged  quills,  an  aniple  quan- 
tity for  meeting  any  sudden  eaiergency,  and  cerli'.inly  sufficient  U>  propagate  a  snpiil\  Ire  in,  w  ill  be 
SdCUfdiy  piciied  in  a  letter.  The  gentleuiun  who  nas  undertakei:  to  keep  the  vims,  will  failhfnlly 
supply  tint  wliich  is  p  isitively  genuine  and  receiilly  taken.  It  will  also  be  furuisiied  on  applicatiou 
jil  ..n  i  .iK'Jic  il  Journal  office. 

TO   AIEUIC.A.I.  STUDEiNTS. 
The  uiider.-*izned  are  associated  fjr  the  purpose  of  instriiciing  in  all  the  branches  of  Jledicine  and 
Surgery.     A  suitable  room  will  be  provided,  and  pnpils  w  ill   have  the  use  of  an  extensive  medical 
library,  opp.jrtunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  di,-iriits  of  the   l)is|,eiisary  and  of  the  Eje 
and  Ear  lurirjuiry,  .and  of  attending  a  course  oi  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye. 
A  regal  ir  course  of  recitations  and  examinations  will  include  all  the  required  professional  works. 
Anitj.nical  instruction  and  private  dissection  will  form  a  prominent  part  in  the  study  <if  the  pupils. 
For  further  information,  apply  to  either  of  the  subsciibers.  JOHN  JEFFliihS,  M.D. 

R.  W.  HOOPER,  M.D. 
Franklin  Street,  jVov.  9,  183G.  NI6— tf  JOIIX  H.  DlX,  .M.U. 

RETRE.AT  FOR  INVALIDS. 

The  profession  is  respectfully  informed  that  Dr.  .\.  H.  \\'iLDi;Rhas  purchased  a  large  and  convenient 
hiiu-se  in  the  pleasant  town  of  Groton,  Mass.,  likewise  suitable  carii;;<;es,  horses,  saddles,  &c.,  for  the 
accommodation  of  nervous  invalids.  .April  12— 3t 

MEDICAL   L\ST RUCTION. 

TriE  Subscribers  liave  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  instruction  to  Medical  Students.  Oppor- 
tunities will  b-;  affirdei  for  the  observation  of  diseases  and  their  tieatnient  in  one  of  the  Dispensa- 
ry Districts  and  at  Ihe  House  of  Industry  ;  and  clinical  instruction  will  he  uiven  on  the  cases. 
Weekly  Lectures  and  Reciialions  will  be  given  on  llie  various  branches  of  Medical  Science,  and 
anile  o;':i  irtiinities  afTordsd  for  ihe  caltivatioii  of  Practical  .-Vnatoiiiy.  Special  attention  will  be  paid 
to  the  exploration  of  diseases  of  llie  Heart  and  Lungs. 
Applications  .n  ly  be  made  to  either  of  the  Subscribers. 

MARSHALL  S.  PERRY,  M.D. 

AUGUSTUS  A.  GOULD,  .M.D. 
Nov.  30.  Hi:XKY  I.  noWDITCH,  M.D. 

IIENRV  G.  WILLY,  M.D. 


TO   I'HVSICIANS. 

entre  of  Worcester  County,  Mass., 

...,:..„    .... II..    — 'ly  letter  post- 

I  heallh. 


TO   I'HVSICIANS. 

V  PHV^iciAN  wishing  a  location  in  a  pleasant  town  near  the  centre  of  Worcester  Con 
vhere  he  can  co'ii  naiid  a  large  business,  may  hear  of  mie  bv  iiu|Miriiig,  personally,  or  by 
laid,  at  this  oiRce— the  present  occujiant  wishing  to  leave  his  business,  on  account  of  ill  h 
April  19-tf  


T  ME  RI^TON   MEDICAL  AXD  SURGICAL   JOl^XAL    is  piiblishn!   every  Wednesdav,   by 

I).  CL  VPf,  .(:!■  at    ISI  .Vuliinglon  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  w  horn  nil  c<ui niiali(uis 

mast  be  a  1  trussed,  i>ini-i>iii  I.  It  Is  also  published  in  .Monlhly  Paits,  imcIi  Part  coiitalniiiL'  the  w  eekly 
iiU'n'i'!rs  of  the  preceding  uiontli,  stitched  in  a  cover,  J.  V.  C.  S.NHTII.  M.D.  Editor. —  Pri.-e  .«3,00  a 
vear  in  advance.  ^3.. ')1  after  three  months,  and  ^-l.dO  if  not  paid  within  the  year.— Agents  allowed 
fivery  srtV'^ith  ropv  ^raii<. — Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
satiafactury  reference. — Poslace  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 
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THE  POISON  VENDER   MORISON   VERSUS   THE    "  DISPATCH." 

[The  following  notice  of  a  recent  trial  in  England  is  from  the  London 
Lancet  of  February  iStli,  1837.  It  will  be  read  with  no  little  interest 
in  this  country,  where  the  plaintiff's  "  hygeian  pills  "  have  met  with 
such  an  extensive  sale  among  the  ignorant  and  credulous.] 

A  cause  was  tried,  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  Westminster, 
which  occupied  two  days  of  the  last,  and  the  first  day  of  the  present 
week,  in  which  proof  was  adduced  of  the  lamentable  credulity  of  the 
English  people,  with  respect  to  the  pretensions  and  nostrums  of  unprin- 
cipled, mercenary,  cold-blooded  quacks.  The  parlies  who  had  joined 
issue  in  this  cause  were  Morison,  the  man-slaughterer  and  pill-maker,  as 
the  plaintiff,  and  Mr.  Alderman  Harmer,  and  Mr.  Bell,  the  proprietors 
of  the  Weekly  Dispatch  Newspaper,  as  defendants.  The  plaintiff  sued 
for  damages  on  two  grounds — first,  because  it  had  been  said  of  him,  in 
the  widely-circulated  paper  of  the  defendants,  that  he  was  a  "  scamp," 
and  had  bolted,  or  had  run  away,  because  he  could  not  face  his  credi- 
tors ;  and,  secondly,  because  they  had  alleged  that  his  pills  acted  upon 
the  community  like  wars,  plagues,  and  pestilence,  and  destroyed  their 
thousands.  Mr.  Serjeant  Wilde,  who  conducted  the  defendants'  cause, 
throughout,  in  a  most  able  and  masterly  manner,  admitted  that  a  verdict 
must  go  against  his  clients  with  regard  to  the  imputation  of  running  away 
and  insolvency,  but  that  with  respect  to  tb(S  pernicious  and  destructive 
quality  of  the  pills,  he  was  prepared  with  proof  to  sustain  the  whole  of 
the  allegations  of  his  clients.  In  the  course  of  the  trial  the  following 
were  given,  as  the  results  of  analyses  of  the  pills,  by  Mr.  Daniell,  the 
Professor  of  Chemistry  at  King's  College,  and  Mr.  Hume,  the  veteran 
chemist,  of  Long  Acre.  The  following  are  the  analyses  of  twelve  pills 
of  the  No.  1  and  2  Class  :— 

"  Mr.  Daniell  stated  that  he  had  analysed  both  Nos.  1  and  2,  and 
found  that  twelve  pills  of  No.  1  contained  eleven  grains  of  resin  of 
aloes  and  one-tenth  ;  ten  grains  of  cream  of  tartar  and  four-tenths ;  four 
grains  and  four-tenths  of  gum  and  soluble  matter.  He  did  not  find  any- 
thing else  in  the  box  of  pills  marked  No.  1.  In  the  box  marked  No.  2 
he  found,  of  resin  of  aloes,  five  grains  and  six-tenths  ;  resin  of  gam- 
boge, four  grains  and  one-tenth;  pounded  colocynth,  two  grains;  gum, 
four  grains  and  seven-tenths  ;  and  cream  of  tartar,  six  grains  and  seven- 
tenths  :  that  was  all  he  found  in  twelve  pills  of  No.  2." 

*'  Mr.   Hume,  of  Long  Acre,  stated  that  he  had  received  some  of 
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plaintiff's  pills  for  the'  purpose  of  analysing  them  ;  and  also  a  box  of 
powders.  The  pills  being  of  unequal  sizes,  and  the  component  parts 
not  equally  distributed,  he  could  not  analyse  them  except  by  quantities. 
Ten  pills  that  he  took  from  a  No.  I  box  weighed  27  grains,  while  ten 
smaller  pills,  taken  from  the  same  box,  weighed  only  20  grains.  The 
same  observation  as  to  the  unequal  sizes  of  the  pills  applied  to  those 
which  he  had  taken  from  box  IVo.  2.  In  50  grains  of  the  pills  taken 
from  No.  1  box  he  found  22  grains  of  aloes,  23  grains  of  cream  of  tar- 
tar, and  5  grains  of  gum  and  extraneous  vegetable  matter.  In  50  grains 
of  No.  2  he  found,  of  gamboge,  8  grains  ;  of  colocynth,  4  grains;  of 
aloes,  II,  or  a  little  more  ;  of  cream  of  tartar,  14  grains;  and  of  gum, 
10  grains.  Something  would  be  lost  by  evaporation  in  analyzation  ;  but 
that  was,  he  thought,  of  little  consequence.  He  was  satisfied  as  to 
what  were  the  principal  ingredients.  The  cream  of  tartar  was  very  in- 
jurious, as  it  would  convey  the  pills  whole  from  the  stomach  to  the  nar- 
rower part  of  the  intestines.  Aloes  would,  in  some  constitutions,  cause 
haemorrhage,  or  piles.  Aloes  are  of  a  purgative  nature  ;  gamboge  is 
rather  a  drastic  purgative,  and  sometimes  rather  violent.  That  depend- 
ed on  the  quantity  and  the  other  substances  with  which  it  was  com- 
bined. Both  gamboge  and  aloes  were  medicines  that  required  great 
care  in  their  administration." 

Jn  the  printed  directions  which  were  issued  with  the  boxes,  and  in 
separate  pamphlets,  it  was  recommended  that  these  pills  should  be  taken 
in  any  one  of  almost  the  entire  catalogue  of  human  complaints,  but, it  was 
particularly  urged  to  give  them  in  fevers,  measles,  scarlatina,  smallpox, 
and  consum|)tion.  Further,  the  unfortunate  and  deluded  creatures  who 
believed  the  statements  of  the  quack,  were  told,  with  unblushing,  and, 
we  must  add,  murderous  effrontery,  that  if  they  did  not  sustain  benefit 
from  taking  the  pills,  they  might  be  assured  that  it  arose  from  no  other 
cause  than  th'\s^-that  they  did  not  take  enough  oj  them !  Thus,  hun- 
dreds and  thousands  of  persons  may  have  been  induced — in  diseases 
where  purging;,  in  certain  stages  of  the  complaint,  is  sure  to  bring  on  a 
fatal  termination — to  persist  in  swallowing  the  poison  until  the  tomb 
closed  over  both  their  sufferings  and  their  credulity.  Of  course,  witness- 
es were  called  who  stated  that  they  had  been  cured  of  all  sorts  of  com- 
plaints by  taking  these  pills ;  and  there  are  plenty  of  persons  still  living 
who  are  ready  to  swear  that  they  have  been  cured  of  the  most  direful 
ailments  by  the  touch  of  Prince  Hohenlohe — by  the  sound  of  Irving's 
unknown  tongue — by  holding  a  firm  belief  in  the  "divine  mission"  of 
Joanna  Southcote,  and  by  the  "  rubbing"  system  of  John  Long!  With 
such  persons  we  can  hold  no  converse  ;  to  reason  with  them  would  be  a 
waste  both  of  time  and  labor;  all  that  need  be  said  of  them  is  this — that 
they  are  exactly  qualified  to  be  the  dupes  of  Morison,  and  that  JMorison 
is  just  suited  to  be  their  impostor.  It  is  altogether  a  suitable  companion- 
ship. But  what  a  spectacle  has  this  trial  exhibited  in  a  civilized  coun- 
try !  What  a  reflection  is  it  u|)on  the  discernment  of  the  public  !  What 
a  stigma  on  the  state  of  medical  law  !  What  a  disgrace  does  it  reflect 
upon  the  Government  !  Above  all,  however,  what  is  to  be  said  of  the 
conduct  of  the  Apothecaries'   Company^  who  have,  so  far  as  we  can 
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learn,  never  taken  a  sinsile  step  to  punish  IMorison,  or  to  abate  the  nui- 
sance of  which  that  reckless  and  impudent  fellow  is  the  author?  In 
what  character  did  this  impostor  rear  his  head  in  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  ?  In  what  character  ditl  lie  ask  for  damages  ?  Obviously  in  that 
of  an  Apothecary,  as  lie  is,  accordin^;;  to  his  own  showing,  a  prescriber 
of  "  medicine  "  in  all  casts  of  disease — a  compounder  of  "  medicine  " 
— a  seller  of  "  medicine,"  and  employs  even  a  number  of  assistants  to 
administer,  and  watch  the  operation  of,  his  "  medicines."  Yet,  accord- 
ing to  the  statute  of  1815,  lie  is  a  person  unqualified  by  law  to  act  as  an 
apothecary,  and  is  liable  to  a  penalty  of  £20  on  every  occasion  on  which 
he  recomnjends  and  sells  a  box  of  his  pills  in  a  medical  case.  He  is 
equally  liable  to  be  fined  for  the  performance  of  similar  acts  by  his  as- 
sistants. Scandalously,  therefore,  has  the  Apothecaries''  Company  neg- 
lected its  duty  in  omitting  to  prosecute  this  most  impudent  and  auda- . 
cious  quack.  At  the  termination  of  the  trial,  quite  true  it  is  that  the 
jury  by  their  verdict  justified  the  allegations  of  the  defendants  with  re- 
spect to  the  indiscriminate  and  wholesale  use  of  the  pills,  but,  at  the 
same  time,  they  gave  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  with  two  hundred  pounds 
damages,  on  that  part  of  the  alleged  libel  which  related  to  his  insolvency, 
and  the  running  away  from  his  creditors.  We  think  he  ought  not  to 
have  recovered  one  farthing,  inasmuch  as  all  that  was  said  of  him  by  the 
defendants  related  to  him  in  his  character  of  an  apothecary.  In  that 
character,  he  was  uidaufully  engaged  in  carrying  on  his  business ;  and 
we  cannot  conceive,  therefore,  how  he  could  be  entitled  to  receive  a  six- 
pence at  the  hands  of  the  jury,  for  anything  which  was  said  disparaging- 
ly of  him,  connected  with  the  unlawful  pursuits  in  which  he  was  clearly 
and  avowedly  engaged. 

We  cannot,  however,  from  a  cause  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  state, 
proceed  at  great  length  into  the  details  of  this  case  in  the  present  num- 
ber of  our  Journal. 

In  closing  this  notice  we  must  remark  that  the  profession  and  the  pub- 
lic owe  an  immense  debt  of  gratitude  to  Mr.  Alderman  Harmer,  and 
Mr.  Bell,  for  the  spirited  conduct  which  they  have  displayed  on  this  oc- 
casion. In  order  to  serve  the  public,  they  have  incurred  an  enormous 
pecuniary  sacrifice  in  the  action.  It  affords  us,  therefore,  infinite  pleas- 
'  ure  to  perceive  that  the  verdict  of  the  jury,  affirming,  as  it  does,  the 
pleas  of  justification  on  the  record,  with  reference  to  the  destructive 
character  of  IMorison's  proceedings,  must  entail  upon  the  quack  an  ex- 
pense which  the  sale  of  some  thousands  of  his  boxes  of  pills  will  not 
be  sufficient  to  liquidate. 
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BY      SILAS      HOLMES,      M.D. 
(Concluded  from  page  155.) 

But  again,  another  step  towards  elevating  the  medical  profession  to  the 
rank  in  society  which  it  ought  to  occupy,  must  be  to  enlighten  the  pub- 
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lie  mindxcith  respect  to  the  subjects  with  ivhich  medical  science  is  con- 
versant. Every  medical  man  iniist  have  ol)^erved  the  himeiitable  igno- 
rance of  the  whole  community  on  these  important  subjects;  ignorance 
not  confined  to  the  illiterate  and  vulgar,  but  extending  to  nearly  all. 
How  few,  even  of  the  most  enlightened  and  educated,  have  anything 
like  correct  ideas  as  to  the  structure  of  their  own  bodies,  the  varied  dis- 
eases to  which  they  are  snhject,  and  the  means  of  correcting  those  de- 
viations from  a  healthy  state  which  constitute  those  diseases.  The 
crude  and  miserable  notions  entertained  on  these  points  by  nearly  all 
men  not  of  the  profession,  must  have  excited,  in  the  mind  of  every  phy- 
sician, emotions  of  grief,  disgust  and  ridicule.  Still  so  extensive,  1  might 
almost  say,  so  universal,  are  these  erroneous  views,  that  those  who  see 
their  absurdity,  seldom  give  themselves  the  trouble  to  correct  them  in 
others  ;  and  that,  for  the  very  sufficient  reason  that  the  attempt  would  be 
unavailing.  In  the  present  state  of  things  it  is  utterly  impossible  to 
make  those  comprehend  the  grounds  of  medical  treatment,  who  have 
not  the  most  remote  idea  of  the  elements  of  medical  science  ;  the  only 
effect  of  attempting  to  explain  them  must  be  to  give  an  imperfect  or 
erroneous  idea,  and  thus  to  confuse  the  patient  and  embarrass  the  course 
of  treatment.  The  consequence  is,  that  the  great  portion  of  mankind 
have  no  criterion  to  direct  them  in  the  choice  of  a  physician,  save  his 
standing  with  his  brethren,  or,  what  is  oftener  the  fact,  the  voice  of  ru- 
mor or  popular  applause.  How  often  must  it  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of 
all,  to  see  talented,  judicious  and  scientific  practitioners  unceremoniously 
dismissed  from  tamilies  whose  members  they  have  attended  for  years 
with  fidelity  and  success,  and  to  see  their  places  supi)lied  by  rash,  con- 
ceited or  ignorant  men,  if  not  by  actual  and  arrant  quacks !  How  often 
are  the  most  appropriate  |)rescriptions  rejected  by  those  who  are  as  ca- 
pable of  judging  as  to  their  propriety,  as  they  are  of  naming  the  con- 
stellations in  their  order ;  and  how  often  is  the  place  of  these  prescrip- 
tions supplied  by  n)uItifarious  decoctions  of  various  useless  and  inefficient 
herbs,  whose  only  effect  is  to  disturb  the  stomach  of  the  sufferer  and  in- 
terfere with  the  salutary  operations  of  nature  !  How  insuperable  are 
the  prejudices  of  the  friends  of  the  sick,  and  on  what  mistaken  and 
ridiculous  notions  are  these  prejudices  generally  founded  !  We  find  the 
sick  attributing  their  diseases  to  causes  v.  hich  are  either  wholly  imagina- 
ry, or  utterly  and  evidently  inadequate  to  the  production  of  the  effects 
supposed  to  arise  from  them. 

From  this  general  ignorance  on  medical  subjects,  arise  all  the  varied 
forms  of  quackery.  It  is  useless  to  tell  me  of  the  gidlibility  of  man; 
I  know  ol  no  such  faculty  of  the  human  mind  ;  but  I  do  know,  that 
ignorance  is  the  parent  of  credulity,  and  that  nothing  is  easier  than  to 
impose  on  those  who  are  unable  to  detect  the  cheat.  True,  sooner  or 
later,  dear-bought  experience  assures  the  credulous  that  they  have  not 
only  been  swindled  out  of  their  money,  but  also  physicked  out  of  their 
health  ;  true  it  is,  that  a  few  doses  only  of  the  inestimable  hygeian 
pills  are  sufficient  to  convince  the  patient  that  gamboge  and  aloes  were 
not  intended  to  be  used  as  aliments.     But  how  much  belter  to  have 
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known  this  simple  fact  before  the  quack  had  filled  his  pockets  or  the  pa- 
tient inflamed  his  bowels  ! 

But  the  fruits  of  this  general  ignorance  on  medical  subjects,  are  not 
confined  to  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  individual  nostrums  or  panaceas: 
they  are  displayed  in  the  rearing  of  nonsensical  systems.  Does  any  man 
believe  that  a  system  so  ridiculous  as  that  of  Thomson,  could  have  sub- 
sisted for  a  moment  in  a  couununity,  the  members  of  which  were  ac- 
quainted with  the  structure  of  their  own  bodies  ?  or  that  this  erudite  host- 
ler could  have  succeeded  in  making  anyone  believe,  at  this  age  ol  the 
world,  that  the  human  body  is  composed  of  the  four  elements,  earth,  air, 
fire  and  water;  and  not  only  so,  but,  upon  an  assum|)tion  so  false  and  so 
absurd,  build  up  a  theory  of  disease  ?  Yet  this  very  "system"  has 
traversed  the  whole  Unioji,  from  Maine  to  Georgia  ;  hardly  a  village  can 
be  found  in  some  of  the  States,  where  a  Thon)sonian  doctor  has  not  lo- 
cated himself  temporarily  :  and  even  where  they  cannot  be  found,  we 
are  brought  in  daily  contact  with  the  parboiled  bodies  of  some  of  their 
votaries. 

All  these  and  similar  ruinous  deceptions  would  flee  before  the  general 
extension  of  medical  knowledge.  And  wiio  can  say  that  quacks  and  quack- 
ery do  not  exercise  upon  medicine  a  most  injurious  influence  ?  Excejit  in 
point  of  general  respectaliility,  the  community,  or  at  least  a  portion  of  it, 
regard  the  scientific  practitioner  and  the  illiterate  quack  as  upon  nearly 
the  same  level  ;  having  in  view  the  same  object,  and  only  differing  some- 
what as  to  the  means  by  which  that  object  is  to  be  accomplished.  They 
regard  their  mutual  hostility  as  perfectly  natural  ;  and  they  look  upon 
the  efforts  of  the  scientific  practitioner  to  put  down  the  Thomsonian,  as 
arising  from  precisely  the  same  motives  which  might  prompt  an  envious 
tradesman,  or  laborer,  to  undervalue  the  labor  or  commodities  of  some 
more  successful  rival.  To  place  medicine  upon  its  proper  basis,  and  to 
raise  its  practitioners  to  their  proper  standing,  the  non-professional  world 
must  be  made  acquainted  with  the  elements  of  anatomy  and  physiology. 
But  here  let  me  guard  atjainsi  misrepresentation.  Medical  practice  must 
always  be,  to  a  certain  extent,  conjectural  ;  the  science  itself  will  proba- 
bly never  be  ranked  among  the  exact  branches  of  learning.  So  infinite- 
ly varied  are  the  symptoms  of  the  same  disease  in  different  persons,  and 
so  opposite  are  sometimes  the  remedial  means  required,  that  it  is  vain 
and  idle  to  suppose  that,  at  any  future  period,  every  man  will  be  his  own 
physician.  The  necessity  for  the  medical  man  will  always  exist,  and 
his  office  and  his  art  can  never  be  superseded.  Constant  study,  both  of 
books  and  nature,  is  essential  to  his  character  ;  and  the  value  of  his 
advice  must  always  be  nearly  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  his  experi- 
ence. I  would  by  no  means  have  all  men  treat  their  own  diseases  ; 
such  an  attempt  would  be  impracticable  and  absurd.  But  it  must  be 
evident  that  correct  knowledge  of  the  general  structure  of  the  human 
body,  would  free  the  world  from  quackery  and  imposture,  and  render  the 
task  of  the  physician  very  much  more  easy. 

Allowing  this  truth,  then,  and  admitting  also  that  a  certain  amount  of 
medical  knowledf;e  among  the  non-professional  part  of  the  community  is 
essential  to  the  dignity  of  the  profession  itself,  the  question  immediate- 
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ly  arises,  how  is  this  knowledge  to  be  communicated?  In  answer,  I  re- 
mark, that  medical  men  themselves  must  be  the  principal  agents.  If  the 
blind  lead  the  blind,  we  all  know  the  necessary  consequence.  True  it 
doubtless  is,  that  some  few  men,  not  themselves  physicians,,  have  attend- 
ed to  medical  science  ;  and  true  it  no  doubt  is  also,  that  some  physicians 
know  nothing  of  it.     But  these  are  exceptions  to  the  rule. 

The  requisite  amount  of  medical  knowledge,  then,  may  be  readily 
disseminated,  first,  by  the  press.  Nearly  all  tlie  anatomical  works  which 
have  been  issued  until  within  a  few  years,  have  been  designed  exclusive- 
ly for  the  profession  ;  and  from  the  necessity  of  learning  a  new  language 
before  they  could  be  comprehended,  those  not  of  the  profession,  who 
have  attempted  to  master  them,  have  found  the  effort  vain  and  the  study 
itself  tedious  and  disgusting.  It  ought  to  be  a  matter  of  congratulation 
to  those  who  wish  well  to  medicine,  that  within  the  iew  last  years,  some 
very  well-written  books  on  anatomy  have  been  struck  off,  designed  ex- 
clusively for  general  readers  ;  and  it  may  be  sufficient  to  prove  that  the 
community  itself  would  second  the  efforts  of  those  who  attempt  to  dis- 
seminate knowledge  of  this  nature  among  them,  to  state  that  these  works 
have  met  with  a  ready  and  somewhat  extensive  sale.  In  fact,  as  has 
been  before  remarked,  the  study  must  commend  itself  to  all.  It  need 
not,  it  ought  not  to,  be  accompanied  with  demonstrations  upon  the  dead 
body  ;  all  the  knowledge  necessary  for  general  students,  may  be  easily 
obtained  without  passing  through  the  disgusting  scenes  of  the  dissecting 
room  ;  plates  and  explanations  would  be  amply  sufficient.  The  possi- 
bility of  rendering  the  whole  subject  of  anatomy  simple,  and  easy  of 
understanding,  is  amply  proved  by  the  fact  that  in  some  of  our  acade- 
mies and  high  schools  the  attempt  has  been  made,  and  has  been  success- 
ful. Let  the  works  of  competent  and  clear-headed  men,  who  are  able  to 
write  with  clearness  and  simplicity,  without  the  technicalities  of  art,  and 
without  tedious  and  unnecessary  minuteness,  be  more  extensively  circu- 
lated and  read  by  general  scholars,  and  a  great  part  of  the  work  would 
be  accomplished. 

But,  again,  anatomy  and  physiology  should  form  a  part  of  college 
education.  The  ignorance  on  these  subjects,  as  I  have  already  remark- 
ed, is  nearly  as  great  among  the  intelligent  and  educated,  as  among  the 
illiterate  and  vulgar.  Until  within  a  very  short  time,  they  formed  no 
part  of  an  university  education,  and  while  four  years  were  employed  in 
the  unceasing  study  of  other  sciences,  valuable,  indeed,  and  important, 
but  of  no  immediate  application,  these  exceedingly  interesting  branches 
have  been  entirely  neglected,  or  attended  to  only  for  the  purpose  of  il- 
lustrating other  studies  ;  as,  for  instance,  natural  theology.  In  some  of 
our  first  collegiate  institutions  at  the  present  time,  however,  lectures  on 
these  subjects  are  regularly  delivered,  to  the  general  acceptance  of 
the  students.  At  Harvard,  regular  lectures  on  anatomy  and  the  means 
of  preserving  health,  are  delivered  by  the  professors  in  tliat  college.  At 
Yale,  the  impressive  and  elegant  lectures  of  Dr.  Knight  will  not  soon  be 
forgotten  by  those  who  have  heard  them.  In  Brown,  also,  and  Dart- 
mouth, these  subjects  are  ably  treated,  and  perhaps  in  some  other  colleges 
with  which  I  am  not  acquainted.     Let  lectures  on  anatomy  and  physi- 
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olosy  be  deliveretl  in  all  our  collegiate  institutions,  by  coiiipetent  profes- 
sors, and  much  will  be  done  towards  elevuting  the  medical  profession  to 
a  more  determinate  and  higher  rank.  An  influence  would  go  forth  from 
them,  and  from  their  students  and  their  graduates,  potent  to  put  down 
quackery  and  diffuse  correct  medical  knowledge. 

Time  would  fail  me  to  enlarge  on  other  nieans  and  measures  for  ac- 
complishing the  same  great  object,  and  I  have  already  consumed  more 
than  the  subject  perhaps  deserves.  But  it  seems  to  me  important  and 
worthy  of  attention,  and  if  some  influential  and  talented  member  of  the 
profession  were  to  pursue  it  farther,  1  cannot  but  believe  that  his  labors 
would  be  eminently  beneficial. 

Bristol,  R.  I,  April,  1837. 


APPENDIX  TO   DR.    WEBB'S  DISSERTATION   ON   RHEUMATISM. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Whilst  the  concluding  sheet  of  the  preceding  brief  dissertation  was 
passing  through  the  press,  it  occurred  to  me,  that  it  might  be  acceptable 
to  the  profession  to  have  a  few  cases,  confirmatory  of  the  safety  and  ef- 
ficacy of  the  opium  treatment,  furnished  for  their  perusal,  from  the 
practice  of  some  other  physician.  Two  of  my  particular  friends  and 
brother  practitioners,  Drs.  Mauran  and  Tobey,  of  this  city,  have  had 
ample  opportunities,  for  some  years  past,  to  test  the  soundness  and  suc- 
cess of  the  remedial  plan  whose  claims  to  more  general  attention  we 
have  been  advocating  ;  and  the  result  of  their  experience  is  decidedly 
in  its  favor. 

The  somewhat  anomalous  case  to  which  we  have  alluded,  where  the 
rheumatism  was  located  in  the  knee-joints,  occurred  in  the  practice  of 
Dr.  Mauran.  This  was  the  most  obstinate  case  of  which  we  have  any 
knowledge  ;  and  though  for  a  time  it  seemed  indomitable,  it  eventually 
succumbed  to  the  opium,  and  to  this  day  has  not  recurred.  Indeed  one 
of  the  characteristics  of  this  plan  seems  to  be  the  eradicating  influence 
it  exerts  over  the  disease,  in  which  respect  we  must  rank  it  pre-eminent 
above  all  other  plans  of  which  we  have  any  knowledge.  But  to  insure 
this,  it  must  be  steadily  and  perseveringly  pursued,  until  the  attack  is 
completely  overcome  ;  if  we  relax  in  our  efforts  (e.  g.  whilst  waiting 
for  the  operation  of  a  cathartic,  in  the  few  cases  where  a  resort  to  such 
means  for  moving  the  bowels  may  be  found  necessary),  the  enemy  will 
steal  a  march  upon  us,  to  counteract  the  effects  of  which  will  require 
renewed  diligence  upon  our  part.  Among  the  host  of  cases  that  have 
been  here  treated,  we  can  learn  of  but  one  relapse,  and  that  happened 
to  an  individual  to  whose  case  reference  will  be  directly  made. 

The  most  troublesome  and  perplexing  effect  that  occasionally  pro- 
ceeds from  the  use  of  this  medicine,  is  a  profuse  jityalism,  which  may 
compel  us  to  abandon  it,  for  the  time  being;  still  this  constitutes  one  of 
the  very  few  rare  exceptions,  and  cannot  be  considered  as  a  valid  objec- 
tion to  the   general   administration   of  the   drug,   more  especially  as,  al- 
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though  uncomfortable,  it  is  followed  by  none  of  the  evil  consequences 
that  so  strongly  mark  a  mercurial  salivation. 

The  history  of  the  cases  here  subjoined,  was,  at  our  request,  obliging- 
ly drawn  up  by  our  friend,  Joseph  Mauran,  M.D. 

Case  I. — M.  G.,  spinster,  aged  35,  of  delicate  and  spare  habit  ;  from 
exposure,  in  watching  protractedly,  with  a  sick  friend,  was  seized  Feb. 
23,  1831,  with  inflammatory  rheumatism,  affechnz,  not  only  the  extremi- 
ties, but  the  muscles  of  the  chest,  and  occasioning  thereby  extreme  diffi- 
culty of  respiration. 

The  pulse  being  full,  was  bled  ad  deliquium,  after  which  she  took 
with  effect  a  saline  cathartic,  and  was  then  ordered  the  grain  pill  of  opium, 
to  be  repeated  hourly.  These  pills  were  unabatingly  continued  48 
hours,  when  with  the  free  use  of  acidulated  drinks  a  copious  perspiration 
ensued. 

25th.  Pain  in  chest  and  extremities  abated;  tumefaction  lessened. 
Bowels  have  become  irritable,  for  which  she  takes,  as  an  astringent,  hot 
ginger  tea.  Friends  are  astonished  that  no  blisters  or  frictions  are  ad- 
vised, having  never  witnessed  a  cure  without  them.  Ordered  a  continu- 
ance of  the  pill  every  two  hours. 

26th.  Pain,  redness  and  tumefaction  rapidly  subsiding  ;  complains  of 
sweating  too  freely  ;  pills  to  be  continued  every  three  hours.  Bowels 
still  irritable.  Gums  becoming  painful,  with  a  dry  reddish  hue.  Pulse, 
which  have  been  gradually  abating,  now  become  more  frequent. 

27th.  Still  complains  of  soreness  of  mouth.  The  friends  are  with  diffi- 
culty dissuaded  of  their  conjectures  that  it  is  the  result  of  calomel. 
Rheumatic  pains  ceased. 

28th.  Inability  to  perfect  motion  of  the  legs  from  stiffness,  though 
free  from  pain.  Mouth  and  fauces  continue  sore ;  gums  assuming  a  sub- 
scorbutic  aspect.  As  this  soreness,  from  former  similar  cases,  is  known 
to  have  resulted  from  the  opium,  the  pill  (pain  having  ceased)  is  now 
abandoned.  Affection  of  the  mouth  continues  with  profuse  ptyalism, 
though  unattended  with  foetor  or  looseness  of  the  teeth,  as  from  mercu- 
rials.    Ordered  a  gargle  of  yeast. 

March  1st.  Has  slight  febricula,  probably  the  result  of  secondary  irrita- 
tion from  soreness  of  the  mouth.  Continue  the  yeast  with  mucilaginous 
diluents.  2d.  Fauces  coated  with  slight  aphthae.  Extreme  soreness  re- 
lieved. Pulse  subsided  in  frequency.  Ordered  small  doses  of  sul- 
phate of  quinine. 

3d.  A phthas  separating,  leaving  the  tongue  and  fauces  moist  and  of  a 
healthy  color.  Appetite  returning ;  is  allowed  light  farinaceous  diet, 
with  moderate  exercise.  5th.  Visited  her  to-day  for  the  last  time. 
Mouth  and  fauces  recovered.  Bowels  kept  soluble  by  the  yeast.  Takes 
porter  as  a  tonic.  No  relapse  has  ever  recurred,  neither  has  she  since 
been  indisposed  for  a  single  day. 

Case  II. — ^liss  I.  S.,  aged  15  years  ;  rather  delicate  ;  was  first  seen 
Nov.  30th,  1836.  The  father  having  been  subject  to  the  disease,  called 
to  ask  my  opinion  of  the  propriety  of  putting  her  under  the  care  of  some 
"  Steam  Doctor,''  having  realized,  in  his  own  person,  the  inefficacy  of 
the  most  popular  modes  of  scientific  practice. 
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Upon  visiting  her,  found  she  was  laboring  under  acute  rheumatism  of 
one  of  the  inferior  extremities.  Prescribed  a  salinfr  cathartic,  to  be  fol- 
lowed hourly  by  the  opium  pills,  one  grain  in  each.  After  the  fifth  dose 
she  perspired  freely,  and  the  pain  abated.  Pill  continued  at  intervals  of 
three  hours  ;  redness  and  tumefaction  soon  subsided  entirely. 

Bowels  not  having  been  moved  freely,  directed  a  purgative  to  be  given, 
and  after  its  operation  the  pill  to  be  resumed.  Through  inadvertence 
the  pill  was  omitted  entirely.  On  my  next  visit,  the  third  morning,  was 
sorry  to  find  that  the  disease  had  extended  to  the  other  limb,  the  one 
first  affected  also  again  becoming  troublesome.  Ordered  the  pill  to  be 
once  more  repeated  hourly,  and  at  my  next  visit  found  the  suffering  had 
almost  altogether  disappeared.  At  the  fifth  visit  was  gratified  by  the 
announcement  that  n)y  patient  was  well  ;  since  which  there  has  been  no 
relapse. 

Case  III. — R.  P.,  Steam-boat  Engineer  and  Practical  Machinist, 
aged  50,  of  steady  habits.  Had  been  afflicted  severely  for  fifteen  years, 
during  which  period  he  was  confined  with  injiammatory  rheumatism, 
three  or  four  times  each  year;  the  paroxysms  continuing  from  four  to 
eight  weeks.  Has  had,  being  a  resident  of  New  York,  the  best  medical 
advice  of  that  city.  Has  been  heretofore  treated  by  profuse  general  and 
local  bleeding,  blisters,  rubefacients,  &:c.  &c.,witb  their  adjuvants,  vapor 
and  sulphur  baths ;  has  tested  fully  the  practice  with  colchicum  ;  been 
three  or  four  times  profusely  salivated  ;  and,  as  he  has  informed  me,  has 
taken  every  popular  empirical  medicine  with  which  our  large  cities 
abound.  But  for  the  past  three  years,  finding  all  remedial  efforts  wholly 
unavailing,  has  trusted  solely,  and  as  he  thinks  with  equal  advantage, 
to  the  vis  medicatrix  naturae. 

When  called  to  him,  April  20th,  1835,  he  was  laboring  under  the 
disease  in  its  acute  form.  He  had  been  upon  his  bed,  unable  to  exert  a 
single  voluntary  muscle,  for  three  or  four  weeks,  and  was  taking  nothing 
but  diluent  drinks  with  light  farinaceous  food.  His  bowels  were  costive  : 
skin  hot  and  dry;  pulse  120;  extremities  much  swollen  and  painful. 
Prescribed  a  cathartic,  to  be  followed  with  the  grain  pill  of  opium  hour- 
ly, until  hilarity  and  perspiration  should  ensue,  then  the  same  dose  every 
two  or  three  hours,  to  keep  the  skin  open. 

22d.  Has  taken,  during  the  interval  between  my  visits,  16  grains ;  ten 
hourly  and  six  at  intervals  of  two  hours.  Find  the  pain  has  measurably 
abated  ;  motion  more  free  ;  tumefaction  and  redness  much  the  same ; 
slept  but  little.     Pills  to  be  continued. 

23d.  Has  taken  12  pills  ;  is  sitting  up,  and  able  to  help  himself  to 
drinks,  &cc.  24th.  Not  visited.  25th.  Find  he  has  taken  16  pills. 
Has  slept  but  little,  and  his  sleep  disturbed  by  dreams.  Walks  about 
the  room,  and  requires  no  more  attention.  Is  ordered  to  continue  the 
pills  at  intervals  of  three  or  six  hours  if  necessary. 

26th.  This  being  a  cheerless,  drizzly  morning,  called  to  see  him  ; 
found  he  had  left  his  room,  and  on  inquiry,  to  my  surprise,  learned  that 
he  arose,  washed,  dressed,  ate  his  breakfast  heartily  and  had  gone  to  his 
accustomed  labors.  The  family  had  very  considerately  remonstrated 
against  his  imprudence,  but  all  to  no  effect.     He  said  he  was  well  and 
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must  go  to  work  ;  and  although  the  weatJier  continued  rainy  for  several 
days,  he  suffered  no  inconvenience.  The  cure,  I  find,  by  inspecting 
my  books,  cost  him  but  four  dollars. 

About  eight  months  thereafter  1  saw  him  on  board  the  steam-boat  at 
work.  He  informed  me  that  he  had  not  been  so  well  for  15  years  ; 
having  been  able  ever  since  1  left  him,  to  labor  daily  ;  having  had  no  re- 
lapse of  former  complaint,  from  which  he  iiad  rarely  been  previously, 
perfectly  free. 

Dec.  28th,  1836.  Was  called  to  him  and  found  him  laboring  under 
the  same  affection,  but  confined  to  the  superior  extremities.  He  solicit- 
ed a  box  of  pills.  I  visited  him  but  five  days,  when  he  returned  to  his 
work  cured.  He  has  not  since  suffered  from  the  disease,  although  from 
his  profession,  that  of  an  engineer,  he  is  subject  to  great  atmospherical 
changes  in  passing  from  the  fire-room  to  the  open  deck,  in  all  kinds  of 
weather. 

The  preceding  case  is  the  only  one  wherein  I  have  witnes.sed  a  re- 
lapse ;  and  here  it  was  but  transient.  During  both  paroxysms,  but  two 
cathartics  were  necessary  to  keep  his  bowels  soluble.  Says  he  would 
not  hesitate  to  give  all  that  he  can  command  of  this  world's  goods  rather 
than  be  witliout  "  the  pill." 

Before  closing  this  appendix,  we  cannot  refrain  from  once  more  earnestly 
calling  the  attention  of  our  brethren  to  this  most  admirable  plan  of  treat- 
ment. There  is  yet  much  remaining  to  be  learned  relative  to  the  remedial 
properties  of  opium,  and  its  proper  mode  of  administration,  in  order  to  profit 
by  its  full  sanative  powers.  It  should  not  be  indiscriminately,  incau- 
tiously, or  ignorantly  used  ;  for  it  is  indeed  one  of  the  Sampsons  of  the 
materia  medica  ;  but  still,  that  it  can  be  more  liberally  en)ployed  than 
of  late  years  it  has  been,  and  this,  too,  much  to  the  relief  of  suffering 
humanity,  we  think  ample  evidence  has  been  adduced. 

Ere  the  members  of  the  profession  were  so  closely  bound  down,  and 
so  completely  hedged  in,  each  one  by  his  favorite  theory,  when  the  clear 
light  of  experience  was  taken  as  the  guide,  rather  than  the  jack  o'  lantern 
of  vague  hypothesis,  this  drug  was  held  in  higher  estimation  than  it  since 
has  been.  "  Though  in  the  present  day,"  says  Sigmond,  "  its  virtues 
are  not  sufficiently  estimated,  or  the  art  of  administering  it  is  forgotten, 
Murray  of  Gottingen  has  celebrated  the  praises  of  our  predecessors,  '  An- 
gloriim  experientia  mulias  opii  virtutes,  antea  ignotas,  in  nostrum  cog- 
nitionem  primum  pervenisse  fatendum  est.'  He  has  pointed  out  the  first 
teachers  of  its  uses,  and  their  names  may  well  be  the  glory  of  an  intellect- 
ual body  of  men  :  Sydenliam  and  INlorton,  Friend  and  Mead,  Pringle, 
Whyte'and  Lind." 

Well  would  it  be  for  us,  better  still  for  our  patients,  did  we  more  frequent- 
ly recur  to  the  writini^s  of  these  eminent  men  ;  /earn  their  precepts  more 
perfectly  ;  follow  in  their  footsteps  more  closely.  IVor  should  we  mis- 
spend our  time,  were  we  to  pursue  our  researches  still  farther;  and  gath- 
er wisdom  from  Van  Swieten,  De  Haen,  Boerhaave  and  other  departed 
worthies  ;  for  the  more  we  investigate  the  subject,  and  test  the  virtues  of 
this  article,  the  more  shall  we  be  convinced  of  its  wide-spreading  efficacy, 
and  the  more  forcibly  shall   we   be  struck  with  the  beauty  and  appropri- 
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atcness  of  the  appellation  conferred  upon  it  by  the  followers  of  the  faith- 
ful—<' IMasch  Allah,"  t he  gift  of  God.  T.  H.  W. 


LACERATION  OF   THf:  RECTO-VAGINAL  WALL. 

To  ike  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Since  the  publication  of  the  case  of  laceration  of  the  recto-vagi- 
nal wall,  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  transfer  from  the  American 
Journal  into  your  valuable  periodical,  nearly  three  years  since,  I  have 
three  times  repeated  the  operation  which  proved  so  successful  in  the 
treatn)ent  of  that  my  first  "case,  and  with  equal  success.  One  of  the 
cases  had  existed  fourteen  years,  was  distinguished  by  a  laceration  of 
the  rectum  fully  three  inches  in  extent,  and  very  great  disease  of  the 
parts  affected,  as  well  as  of  the  constitution.  In  this  case,  too,  the  un- 
fortunate lady  was  confined  almost  constantly  to  a  recumbent  posture  in 
bed,  to  enable  her  to  guard  against  involuntary  dejections,  to  which  the 
division  of  the  sphincter  muscle  continually  subjected  .her,  whenever 
attempts  were  made  to  walk  about.  The  other  case  had  existed  for  five 
years,  and  the  local  and  constitutional  symptoms  were  very  nearly  the 
same,  though  not  quite  to  the  same  extent.  The  last  case  was  more 
recent.  The  subject  of  the  case  which  has  been  published,  is  in  the 
possession  of  excellent  health,  and  has  borne  a  child  since  the  operation, 
without  a  recurrence  of  the  accident.  I  find  little  difficulty  now  in  per- 
forming the  operation  for  the  relief  of  this  afflictive  accident  ;  and  believe, 
as  it  is  now  executed,  a  failure  is  hardly  possible.  1  would  be  willing  to 
warrant  success  in  99  cases  out  of  a  hundred.  Possibly  I  may  draw  up 
these  cases  when  I  have  more  leisure,  and  forward  them  to  you. 
Prince  Edward  C.  H.,  Va.  March  29,  1837.  Yours,  &;c. 

John.  P.  Mettauer. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,    APRIL    26,     1837 


AMERICAN   MEDICAL   LIBRARY   AND  INTELLIGENCER. 

Through  the  polite  attentions  of  Messrs.  Weeks,  Jordan  &  Co.,  of  the 
Literary  Rooms,  No.  121  Washington  street,  Boston,  we  have  been  fa- 
vored with  No.  1,  Vol.  I,  of  tliis  new  medical  periodical,  under  the  edito- 
rial supervision  of  Dr.  Dunglison,  a  gentleman  eminently  distinguished 
in  the  republic  of  knowledge  for  his  attainments  and  devotion  to  the 
science  of  medicine.  It  is  intended  to  he  a  concentrated  record  of  medi- 
cal science  and  literature.  The  first  si.xteen  pages  are  tilled  with  mis- 
cellaneous intelligence  of  an  interesting  character,  gathered  from  various 
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sources  ;  and  the  remaining  112  pages  consist  of  a  repuhlication,  in 
part,  of  discourses  on  bloodlettinji,  by  James  Wardrop,  M.D.  ;  morbid 
conditions  of  tlie  blood,  by  Benjamin  Babington,  ]M.D.,  and  Dr.  Stokes's 
theory  and  practice  of  medicine.  With  regard  to  typographical  execu- 
tion, the  work  is  faultless.  The  subscription  price  is  ten  dollars  a  year, 
payable  in  advance  ;   and  the  numbers  are  to  be  issued  semi-monthly. 

We  have  felt  it  a  duty,  separately  from  ail  considerations  of  courtesy 
towards  a  fellow-laborer  in  the  editorial  field,  to  give  our  readers  all  the 
information  in  our  power  in  relation  to  this  new  candidate  for  patronage, 
with  a  hope  that  the  enterprise  may  find  favor  with  the  medical  public. 

In  times  past  we  have  unhesitatingly  expressed  our  opinion  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  sustain,  with  any  degree  of  strength,  all  the  medi- 
cal journals  now  in  existence  in  the  United  States.  Cities  do  not  give 
the  support  which  is  necessary  ;  the  country  is  the  source  from  which  the 
vitality  of  all  these  publications  is  derived,  and  their  rise  or  fall  must 
therefore  always  depend  upon  the  prosperity  of  the  profession  scattered 
over  the  vast  interior.  If  the  price  of  a  book  is  truly  moderate,  why 
there  is  hope  for  it  ;  but  if  it  is  necessarily  high,  so  that,  in  comparison 
with  an  individual's  receipts,  it  seems  to  be  dear,  a  limited  circulation 
must  follow  as  a  necessary  result.  Experience,  the  best  and  most  cer- 
tain of  tests,  in  the  management  of  periodicals,  convinces  us  of  the  diffi- 
culty of  continuing  any  one  many  years,  unless  the  price  is  so  moderate 
as  not  to  be  continually  reminding  the  subscriber  that  he  cannot  afford  to 
take  it  any  longer. 

For  the  credit  of  our  common  country,  for  the  great  and  manifest  ad- 
vantages to  be  derived  from  the  laborious  research  and  industry  of  Dr. 
Dunglison,  we  hope  the  Library  and  Intelligencer  will  live  and  go  down 
to  future  times. 


MASSACHUSETTS   HOSPITAL  REPORT. 

The  two  following  operations  were  performed  at  the  hospital  on  the  13th 
instant. 

The  first  patient  operated  on  was  a  little  girl  five  years  of  age.  Four- 
teen months  since,  she  was  severely  scalded  on  the  arm  and  side  of  the 
face.  During  the  cicatrization  of  the  wound  on  the  arm,  and  wrist,  the 
integuments  have  contracted  so  that  the  hand  has  been  gradually  drawn 
forward,  and  at  present  it  forms  a  right  angle  with  the  fore  arm.  The 
bones  during  this  time  have  become  distorted,  and  acconmiodated  them- 
selves to  their  new  situation.  It  was  thought  that  if  the  strong  bands 
which  confined  the  hand  were  divided,  the  bones  might  be  gradually 
pressed  back  and  made  to  resume  their  natural  position. 

The  operation  was  performed  by  Dr.  Ilayward  as  follows.  A  sharp- 
pointed  bistoury  was  passed  through  the  integuments,  and  the  cicatrix  en- 
tirely removed  on  one  side  ;  a  transverse  incision  was  then  made  across 
the  wrist,  which  immediately  released  the  hand,  so  as  to  allow  it  to  be 
carried  partially  back  into  its  natural  situation.  The  wound  was  dressed 
with  lint,  and  the  hand  confined  to  a  splint  so  as  to  prevent  a  new  con- 
traction during  the  healing  of  the  wound. 

The  second  operation  was  for  an  enormous  scirrhous  tumor  of  the 
breast.  The  patient  was  a  married  lady,  37  years  of  age,  from  the  State 
of  INIaine.  Two  years  since,  she  received  a  blow  on  the  upper  part  of 
the  left  breast,  and  the  same   night  observed  a  slight  oozing   of  bloody 
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fluid  (Votn  the  nipple,  which  at  the  time  gave  her  no  alarm.  About  two 
months  sul)scqiient  to  the  accident,  her  attention  was  attracted  by  ob- 
serving the  nipple  to  be  somewhat  drawn  in,  and  on  examination,  a  small 
tumor  was  discovered,  about  the  size  of  a  hen's  egg  ;  this  she  thinks 
was  not  moveable.  The  tumor  remained  stationary  until  October  last, 
when  after  wearing  a  tight  dress  she  e.xperienced  a  severe  pain  in  the 
part,  followed  by  a  very  rapid  increase  of  the  diseasfe.  This  has  been 
more  particularly  the  case  within  the  last  five  weeks,  during  which  time 
the  tumor,  she  thinks,  has  increased  one  third,  and  the  pain  has  been 
such  during  the  night  as  to  prevent  her  from  sleeping.  On  e.xatnination, 
the  left  breast  is  found  to  be  of  great  size,  and  occupied  by  a  large  firm 
tumor,  having  all  the  appearance  of  scirrhus.  Tiie  t)ip[)le  is  retracted, 
and  the  whole  skin  covering  the  tumor  appears  diseased,  being  thicken- 
ed, and  having  the  rough  yellowish  appearance  presented  by  the  rind  of 
a  lemon.  The  patient  is  very  fleshy.  The  chances  of  the  success  of  an 
operation  in  such  a  case  ap[)eared  to  be  but  small  ;  it  was  thought,  how- 
ever, that  her  suffering  might  be  alleviated  by  it,  and  that  she  might  pos- 
sibly recover.  I'he  probaltiiity  of  a  favorable  termination  was  increased 
by  her  health  being  good  in  other  respects.  The  state  of  the  case  being 
represented  to  the  patient,  she  decided  upon  an  operation,  which  was 
performed  by  Dr.  Warren  a  few  days  afterwards  in  the  following  manner. 

A  circular  incision  was  made  through  the  integuments  at  the  circum- 
ference of  the  tumor,  with  a  small-sized  amputating  knife.  The  dissec- 
tion of  the  tumor  from  the  pectoral  muscle  was  then  commenced  on  its 
lower  side.  Here  some  difficulty  was  found  in  separating  the  tumor,  as 
from  its  weight,  broad  base,  and  strong  adhesions,  it  could  not  be  raised 
as  the  dissection  advanced.  On  this  account  great  caution  was  used,  lest, 
in  case  of  the  ribs  being  diseased,  the  cavity  of  the  chest  should  be  pene- 
trated. At  one  point  the  pectoral  muscle  was  found  to  be  involved  in 
the  disease,  and  a  portion  of  it  was  removed.  A  single  artery  required 
ligature.  The  edges  of  the  wound  were  dressed  with  simple  cerate,  and 
a  compress  dipped  in  cold  water  laid  over  its  surface. 

Upon  cutting  into  the  parts  removed,  the  glands,  surrounding  cellu- 
lar membrane,  and  a  portion  of  the  pectoral  muscle,  were  found  involved 
in  the  disease,  which  presented  the  ordinary  appearances  of  scirrhus 
without  ulceration.  Immediately  surrounding  the  nipple,  and  over  the 
gland,  was  a  quantity  of  lax  cellular  membrane,  which  previous  to  the 
removal  of  the  tumor  gave  the  sensation  to  the  touch  of  an  obscure 
fluctuation. 


Opium  Eating  in  Siam. — From  the  Journal  of  IVTr.  Johnson,  a  mis- 
sionary now  resident  in  Siam,  being  occasionally  at  Chaufaboon  and 
Baukok,  we  have  collected  the  following  remarks  on  the  vice  of  opium 
eating  in  that  country — the  consumers,  however,  being  principally 
Chinese. 

On  one  of  Mr.  Johnson's  visits  to  a  temple,  he  found  a  number  of 
idle  and  emaciated  Chinese,  evidently  addicted  to  the  e.xcessive  use  of 
this  powerful  drug.  Opium,  says  this  gentleman,  holds  its  victims  by  a 
much  firmer  grasp  than  alcohol,  and  more  rapidly,  too,  prostrates  all  the 
energies  of  both  body  and  mind.  The  Chinese  are  annually  furnished 
with  a  vast  amount  of  opium  by  nominal  christians,  who  not  only  violate 
a  wholesome  law  of  the  empire,  in  smuggling   it   on  shore,   but  disgrace 
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the  religion  which  they  are  supposed  by  the  Chinese  government  to  pos- 
sess, by  ptMsevering  in  a  contraband  trade  which  absoluteiy  makes  mad 
men  and  idiots.  Our  own  countrymen,  some  of  them  reputed  of  great 
respectability,  are  indeed  deeply  implicated  in  this  crime  of  freighting  a 
poison,  which  leads  to  certain  moral  infatuation,  degradation  and  death, 
for  their  sliips  convey  it  from  Hindostan,  where  it  is  principally  raised, 
and  force  it  on  shore  in  spite  of  law  or  custom-house  vigilance. 


Circumcision. — In  remarking  upon  this  requisition  of  religion  in  the 
East,  a  gentleman  now  in  Constantinople  says  that  the  operation  is  some- 
times performed  on  a  magnificent  scale,  and,  it  would  seem,  wholly  unac- 
companied by  those  dangerou3  inflammations,  spoken  of  by  some  tourists, 
as  attended  with  fatal  consequences.  It  is  such  an  honor,  he  informs  us, 
to  have  one's  child  circumcised  on  the  same  day  with  those  of  the  Sul- 
tan, that  the  children  of  pachas  were  brought  for  that  purpose  on  the 
20th  of  December  last — the  time  Sultan  Mahmoud's  two  eldest  sons 
were  ordained  to  undergo  the  knife  in  considerable  state.  An  elegant 
shed,  two  hundred  feet  long,  open  in  front,  was  constructed  expressly  for 
their  reception  at  Kiat-hane,  and  the  ceremony  was  performed  so  o|)enly 
as  to  be  seen  to  some  extent  by  the  multitudes  of  men  and  women  with- 
out. The  children  received  each  one  hundred  piastres  and  a  new  suit  of 
clothes  on  the  occasion.  They  reclined  on  beds  for  twenty-four  hours, 
and  on  each  succeeding  day  gave  place  to  others.  Numbers  of  them 
were  adults,  who  had  not  found  it  convenient  to  be  circumcised  before  ^ 
and  beside,  some  of  them  were  proselytes.  Sometimes,  though  very 
rarely,  the  operation  proves  fatal.  It  appears  that  a  considerable  part 
of  the  prepuce  is  amputated,  so  that  those  who  have  had  this  maiming  in 
infancy,  present  the  anomaly,  in  age,  of  never  having  had  the  part  which 
was  excised. 


Transylvania  Medical  School. — x\n  investigation  into  the  affairs  of  the 
Medical  Faculty  of  the  Transylvania  University  has  been  made  by  the 
Trustees,  upon  charges  preferred  by  Dr.  Dudley,  particularly  against 
Dr.  Caldwell,  who  has  been  unanimously  dismissed — so  says  the  Lexing- 
ton Observer.  On  the  29th  ult.  the  board  of  trustees  were  to  re-con- 
struct the  faculty  ;  but  we  have  not  yet  learned  the  particulars.  Dr. 
Caldwell  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  distinguished  writers  on  medical 
subjects  in  this  country.  Of  his  courtesy  towards  others — of  his  deci- 
sive mode  of  enforcing  an  opinion,  and  of  the  estimation  in  which  he  is 
held  bv  those  who  know  him  most  intimately,  we  have  no  means  of  know- 
inc.  W'hatever  facts  can  hereafter  be  gathered  in  relation  to  the  com- 
bination of  circumstances  which  contributed  to  his  very  sudden  eject- 
ment from  a  chair  which  he  has  held  many  years,  shall  if  possible  have  a 
place  in  our  pages. 


Scarlet  Fever. — From  various  sources,  it  appears  that  the  mortality  by 
scarlet  fever,  in  the  interior,  has  been,  and  continues  to  be,  remarkably 
severe.  How  is  it,  that  witii  all  the  experience  physicians  have  had  in 
this  disease,  the  treatment  is  not  more  successful  ?  It  would  very  much 
gratify  us  to  receive  reports  of  interesting  cases  in  detail,  with  the  every- 
day treatment  where  the  termination  has  been  unfortunate,  that  some  ana- 
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lysis  may  be  made  of  the  modus  opoiandi,  with  a  view  to  ascertainirifr 
what  lias  been  done,  and  what  course  sliould  have  been  pursued.  Great 
good  would  result  to  the  profession  from  a  liank  and  honest  declaration 
of  all  tile  facts.  The  malady  must  be  better  managed  in  the  United 
States. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — In  your  Journal  of  the  19th  inst.  you  published  an  e.xtract  from  a 
letter  from  Dr.  JMauran.  In  the  prefatory  remarks  by  myself  are  these 
words  :  "I  will  only  add,  to  those  who  do  not  know  Dr.  3Iauran,  that 
he  is  a  gentleman  of  science  and  in  extensive  practice,  and  that  his  state- 
ments are  worthy  of  full  confidence.  I  mean  that  he  fully  believes  all  he 
states."  I  regret  to  learn  that  some  readers  have  put  upon  this  last  sen- 
tence a  construction  disrespecttul  to  Dr.  JM.  VV^ords  convey  ditierent 
ideas  to  dillerent  minds  ;  and  I  will  not  stop  to  show  that  I  think  such  a 
construction  cannot  be  fairly  put  upon  those  words.  To  make  the  mat- 
ter clear,  then,  I  beg  to  add  the  following  explanation. 

Dr.  INI.'s  statements  are  worthy  of  lull  confidence,  I  said.  By  the 
next  sentence  I  meant  to  add  this  qualification.  I  do  not  pretend  that 
my  friend  is  infallible.  He  may  have  been  too  sanguine,  though  I  have 
no  reason  to  think  so.  But  at  any  rate  he  does  not  write  for  effect  ;  he 
wishes  only  to  advance  the  cause  of  science,  and  means,  without  exag- 
geration, to  state  what  he  believes  to  be  true.  Yours,  A    B 

April  22,  1837. 


Medical  Miscellany. — A  translation  of  the  Class  Book  of  Anatomy, 
last  Boston  edition,  is  being  made  at  this  time  at  Palermo,  into  the  Italian 
language. — The  medical  association  of  this  city  hold  their  anniversary 
meeting  next  month. — Dr.  Leach  has  been  exceedingly  successful  in  the 
application  of  Chase's  truss  :  the  demands  for  the  instrument  seem  to  be 
continually  increasing. — Dr.  Page's  lectures  in  this  city  have  been  high- 
ly commended  by  gentlemen  of  science.  He  should  be  secured  forth- 
with by  some  of  the  colleges — being  one  of  the  most  prominent  and 
promising  teachers  of  chemistry  in  Jsew  England.  His  place  of  resi- 
dence is  Salem,  Mass. — Dr.  Lewis  has  been  presented  with  a  superb 
case  of  amputating  instruments  by  a  person  who  knows  how  to  appreciate 
his  attainments  in  surgical  anatomy. — Dr.  King's  electrical  apparatus 
manufactured  in  Cornhill,  is  not  only  exceedingly  beautiful,  mechanically 
considered,  but  quite  superior  in  effect.  Medical  electricians  should  have 
this  in  mind,  when  purchasing  machines. — The  inquiry  is  frequently 
made — has    any    one    made    preparation   for    taking    the   INIassachusetts 

Medical  Society's  prize  of  five    hundred   dollars   for  rearing    leeches  } 

The  papers  make  mention  of  another  case  of  death  by  Thomsonism 
under  highly  aggravated  circumstances. — Dr.  Bradley's  account  of  his 
practice  in  Siam,  is  one  of  the  most  amusing  papers  of  the  day. — What 
has  become  of  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Vircf  inia  .'' 


Died, — At  Gloucester,  R.  I.,  Dr.  Edmund  Town  Waldron,aged  71. — At  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.  Dr.  Edward  Breathitt,  a  distinguished  citizen. —  At  Cincinnati,  Dr.  J. 
P.  Haynes— poisoned  by  a  servant. — At  Woburn,  Mass.  Dr.  Wm.  Bu.xton,  33. 
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To  Subscribers. — The  following  gentlemen  are  authorized  to  receive  money 
due  ibr  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  Subscribers  who  are  indebted, 
are  requested  to  forward  tlie  amount  due,  either  to  the  publisher  or  to  one  of  these 
agents  : — Mess.  Duren  &  Thatcher,  Bangor,  Me.;  Luke  Howe,  Esq.  P.  M.  Jaf- 
fr'ey,  N.  H. ;  Israel  Hinckley,  Esq.  P.  M.  Topsham,  Vt. ;  Mr.  Joseph  Balch,  jr. 
Providence,  R.  I. ;  Charles  Hooker,  M.D,  New  Haven,  Ct.  ;  T.  O.  H.  Croswel, 
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are  not  given  above,  will  of  course  pay  them. — Subscribers  at  a  distance,  who  can- 
not procure  current  S3,00  bills,  will  be  allowed  a  discount  when  larger  ones  are 
sent  as  advance  payment. — Subscribers  are  always  considered  as  continuing  their 
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Wliole  nil  nber  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  April  22,  27.     Males,  17 — Females,  10. 

Coiisiiiu|>iioii,  3— typhus  fever,  I — lung  fever,  5 — old  age,  1 — infantile,  1 — child-bed,  1 — liver  com- 
plaint, 1 — canker  riwli,  1 — dropsy  on  the  lirain,  3 — quinsy,  1 — croup,  1 — cancer,  1 — inflammation  of 
the    bowels,  1 — scrofula,  1 — dropsy  on  the  chest,  1 — bursting  bloodvessel,  1. 


A  BARGAIN. 

A  PHYSICIAN'    in   the   County  of  Kennebeck  (Maine),  wishing  to  leave  the  State,  would  dispose 
of  his  situation  on  the  most  reasonable  terms.     It  is  an  eligible  stand  for  business,  and  offers  a  rare 
opportunity  for  any  young  gentleman  wishing  to  engage  in  tlie  practice  of  medicine.      For  furtlier 
information,  inquire  at  this  office— if  by  letter,  post  paid. 
Feb.  1.  tf 

TO   MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

The  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  inftruciing  in  all  the  branches  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery.  A  suitable  room  will  be  provided,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  medical 
library,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  districts  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  Eye 
and  Ear  Infirmary,  and  of  attending  a  course  ol  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye. 

A  regular  course  of  recitations  and  examinations  will  include  all  the  required  professional  works. 
Anatomical  instruction  and  private  dissection  will  form  a  prominent  part  in  the  study  of  the  pupils. 
For  further  intbrmation,  apply  to  either  of  the  subscribers.  JOHN  JEFFRIES,  .Al.D. 

R.  W.  HOOPER,  M.D. 
Franklin  Street,  J^ov.  9,  1836.  N16— tf  JOHN  H.  DIX,  M.D. 

RETREAT  FOR  INVALIDS. 

The  profession  is  respectfully  informed  that  Dr.  A.  H.  Wilder  has  purchased  a  large  and  convenient 
house  in  the  pleasant  town  of  Groton,  Mass.,  likewise  suitable  carriages,  horses,  saddles,  &c.,  for  the 
accommodation  of  nervous  invalids.  April  12— 3t 

MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

THE  Subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  instruction  to  Medical  Students.  Oppor- 
tunities will  be  afforded  for  the  observation  of  diseases  and  their  treatment  in  one  of  the  Dispensa- 
ry Districts  and  at  the  House  of  Industry;  and  clinical  instruction  will  be  given  on  the  cases. 
VVeekly  Lectures  and  Recitations  %vill  be  given  on  the  various  branches  of  Medical  Science,  and 
ample  opportunities  afforded  for  the  cultivation  of  Practical  Anatomy.  Special  attention  will  be  paid 
to  the  exploration  of  diseases  of  the  Heart  and  liUngs. 
Applications  may  be  made  lo  either  of  the  Subscribers. 

MARSHALL  S.  PERRY,  M.D. 

AUGUSTUS  A.  GOULD,  M.D. 

Nov.  30.  HENRY  I.  BOWDITCH,  M.D. 

HEiNRY  G.  WILEY,  M.D. 

TO   PHYSICIANS.      ~      ~~  ' 

A  rHvsiciAH  wishing  a  location  in  a  pleasant  town   near  the  centre  of  Worcester  County,  Mass., 
where  he  can  command  a  large  business,  may  hear  of  one  by  inquiring,  personally,  or  by  letter  post- 
paid, at  this  office— the  present  occupant  wishing  to  leave  his  business,  on  account  of  ill  health. 
April  19— tf 
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CANCER  OF  THE   FACE. 


[Translated  for  the  Medical  Journal,  by  B.  B.  Apn-Exorf,  Jr.  from  the  Italian  of  Plaiido  Portal,  Prof, 
of  cSiirgery  and  Obstetrics  in  the  Royal  University  of  Palermo,  &.C.  &c.] 

''  Duo  sunt  pracipui  Medicince  cardines,   Ratio    et   Obscrvatio ;    ohse.rvntio    tamen    est 
jilum,  ud  quod  dirigi  debenl  Mcdicurum  ratioclnia." — Baglivi. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  advances  of  science,  the  physicians  of  the 
present  day  can  scarcely  be  said  to  have  more  control  over  this  most 
obstinate  and  formidable  of  diseases,  than  the  physicians  of  former  times. 
After  repeated  observations,  and  the  most  accurate  study  of  its  patholoa;!- 
cal  anatomy,  can  we  be  said  to  be  better  able  to  distinguish  this  malady 
in  its  essential  characters  ?  Or,  with  our  greater  means  of  information, 
are  we  better  able  to  recognize  it  in  its  incipient  stages,  or  extirpate  it 
with  greater  dexterity  or  success,  than  our  predecessors?  Or,  in  its  ad- 
vanced stages,  are  we  more  able  to  control  its  progress,  or  alleviate  its 
pain  by  the  use  of  antiphlogistics  and  sedatives  ?  Or,  in  fine,  to  distin- 
guish it  with  more  just  discrimination  from  all  the  various  morbid  appear- 
ances which  so  closely  assimilate  it  ? 

Among  the  various  kinds  of  cancer,  the  cancroid  ulcer  of  the  face 
must  be  allowed  to  be  pre-eminentiv  that  in  which  the  greatest  discrimi- 
nation and  closeness  of  investigation  are  required  ;  since  so  many  affec- 
tions of  the  face,  when  viewed  in  the  first  period  of  their  development, 
so  nearly  assimilate  it,  and  are  in  consequence  so  liable  to  be  confounded 
with  it.  All  the  different  kinds  of  eating  ulcers,  whether  phagedenic, 
herpetic,  or  scrofulous  ;  the  ulcers  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
mouth,  of  the  tongue,  fauces,  and  nostrils  ;  globular  tumors,  and  a  host 
of  others  of  a  similar  nature,  so  nearly  resemble  this  disease  in  its  inci- 
pient period,  that  the  greatest  care  and  circumspection  are  necessary  to 
distinguish  them  from  the  cancroid  ulcers  which  attack  the  integuments 
of  the  face. 

It  often  makes  its  appearance  under  the  form  of  a  small,  hard  and 
wrinkled  tubercle,  and  sometimes  under  that  of  a  sore  hardly  recogniza- 
ble by  the  surgeon,  because  continuing  in  the  same  situation,  it  is  often 
confounded,  as  I  have  remarked,  with  the  affections  which  resemble  it. 
But  if  it  should  be  accidentally  scratched  or  wounded  with  the  razor 
(and  it  is  not  unfrequently  exposed  to  this  kind  of  injury),  or  stimulated 
by  constant  rubbing,  or  in  any  way  irritated,  it  inflatnes  and  ulcerates,  be- 
comes covered  with  a  crust,  and,  after  some  time,  there  is  occasionally 
experienced  a  painful  sense  of  uneasiness,  attended  with  itching.  It  is 
13 
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not  apt  to  be  painful  at  its  coimuenceinent ;  it  enlarges,  however,  at  its 
base,  becomes  irregular  at  its  edges,  and  its  cavity  gradually  fills  with 
fungous  granulations  furrowed  with  depressions,  from  wincli  issues  an 
ichorous  discharge,  possessing  an  odor  peculiar  to  itself.  It  seldom  hap- 
pens that  a  skilful  man  is  called  at  this  period,  still  more  rarely  that  he 
is  summoned  at  the  first  commencement  of  the  disease  ;  and  sometimes, 
if  called,  tlie  erroneous  practice  of  the  surgeon  suggests  the  indication  of 
excitants  and  escharotics.  The  ulcer  then  rapidly  inflames,  enlarges, 
and  speedily  attacks  the  surrounding  parts;  a  lancinating  pain  is  now 
felt,  the  features  of  the  face  are  ciianged,  the  ajjpetite  and  sleep  are  de- 
stroyed, thirst  l>ecomes  constant  and  urgent,  the  pulse  quick  and  small, 
and  continued  hemorrhages  ensue,  to  which  the  patientsooii  fallsa  victim. 

Jn  the  last  and  middle  periods,  all  the  remedies  employed,  both  ex- 
ternally and  internally,  seem  to  me  to  be  fruitless  ;  confidence  ought 
only  to  be  placed  in  soothing  applications  to  arrest  the  rapid  progress  of 
the  evil,  since  all  the  other  means,  by  irritating  and  exasperating  it,  only 
serve  to  accelerate  its  destructive  disposition.  The  most  certain  and  ap- 
propriate remedy  is  extirpation  to  a  sufficient  extent  and  depth, 
whether  it  may  be  in  the  first  stage  of  hardened  tubercle,  or  in  the  com- 
mencement of  ulceration  ;  in  this  case,  immediately  after  the  extirpation 
the  actual  cautery  should  be  applied,  with  a  view  to  the  destruction  of 
the  stratum  of  tissue  beneath,  which  having  syu;pathized  in  the  morbid 
alteration,  might  otherwise  tend  to  reproduce  the  disease.  This  I  have 
often  found  effectual  in  the  first  periods  of  the  disease,  because  then  the 
ulceration  exists  in  the  form  of  the  most  simple  local  cancer,  which  con- 
tinues circumscribed  for  so  long  a  time  that  its  deleterious  action  is  not 
developed. 

A  lady  about  40  years  of  age  had  been  affected  for  some  months  with 
this  disease  upon  the  left  eyebiow  ;  it  assumed  the  form  of  a  hard,  loath- 
some pustule,  ulcerous  and  itching,  which  subsequently  degenerated  into 
an  irregular  wound,  presenting  all  the  appearances  of  a  cancroid  ulcer  at 
its  commencement.  I  extirpated  this,  and  treated  the  wound  with  sim- 
ple dressings.  A  very  short  time  after  the  cicatrization,  the  disease  re- 
appeared. I  was  obliged  immediately  to  cut  deeper  and  ap])ly  the  cau- 
tery,* after  which  the  disease  disappeared  anfl  did  not  again  return.  I 
subsequently  adopted  this  same  method  with  success  in  two  other  cases 
of  this  disorder,  one  of  which  made  its  appearance  in  the  neck,  and  the 
other  in  the  upper  lip.  Tlie  disease  in  the  latter  case  was  confined  to 
the  cellular  tissue  situated  between  the  mucous  membrane  and  the  skin, 
not  extending  so  far  as  the  cavity  of  the  mouth.  The  ulcer  in  this  case 
was  not  deep,  although  large  and  irregular,  and  the  subjacent  mucous 
follicles  were  in  some  degree  changed  from  their  usual  appearance. 
The  operation  which  1  practised  was  very  foitunate  in  its  issue,  a  firm 
cicatrix  forming  in  a  few  days,  without  leaving  the  slightest  deformity. 
The  method  of  operating  was  as  follows  .  I  removed  the  cancer  by  two 
elliptical  incisions  in  the  subslance  of  the  liji,  preserving  the  commissure 

*  I  apprelienfle.il  thai  the  applicition  (if  the  actual  cautery,  by  exciting  a  creat  ilejirce  of  liiHaiiiina- 
tion  in  tht;  a<ljatent  pericranium,  would  pnidiice  syinpalhelically  an  iriflainiiiiilion  of  the  dura  mater. 
I  therefore  employed  it  with  gieat  caiiliun,  and  took  care  to  adopt  afterwards  active  local  and  inter- 
nal antiphlogistic  treutment. 
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of  llie  irioutli,  and  afterwards  passed  over  the  wound  an  iron  heated  to 
whiteness,  alter  which  siin|)le  dressings  and  conipresses  were  applied, 
and  iliese  supported  l)y  a  douhle-headed  roller  properly  secured.  The 
cicatrization  went  on  well,  the  gi'unulations  were  healthy,  and  the  wound 
produced  by  tlie  o|)eration  healed  without  any  deformity. 

In  the  May  of  i83G,  1  extirpated,  in  the  Great  Hospital,  a  cancroid 
from  the  right  forearm.  Two  eHi|)tical  incisions  were  n)ade  as  above, 
and  the  wound  united  by  the  first  intention,  by  means  of  adhesive  straps. 
The  patient  left  the  hospital  shortly  after,  perfectly  cured. 

The  excision,  then,  must  be  considered  the  most  eflicacious  remedy- 
when  employed  in  season  ;  every  other  method  has  proved  fruitless. 

The  following  is  the  oidy  case  of  the  kind  which  I  ever  recollect  to 
have  met  with.  SahatorelNIarchese,  a  patient  of  the  Military  Hospital, 
was  affected  with  cancer  of  the  nose.  He  had  applied  to  it  an  escharo- 
tic  paste,  given  to  iiim  by  a  mendicant  capuchin,  one  of  the  ingredients 
of  which  was  cantharides.  Immediately  after  its  application,  a  phleg- 
monous erysipelas  ensued  which  involved  the  cancer,  a  perfect  line  of 
demarcation  was  formed  between  the  diseased  and  sound  paits,  and  the 
result  was  a  perfect  cure  of  the  disease. 

It  by  no  means,  however,  follows  from  this,  that  the  use  of  caustic  is 
the  preferable  method  in  this  disease.  On  the  contrary,  accoiding  to 
the  principles  of  correct  practice,  the  application  of  caustic  to  the  affect- 
ed pait  is  almost  always  I'ollowed  by  severe  danger,  and  in  the  first  peri- 
ods by  a  speedy  development  of  the  disease.  The  inflammation  excited, 
combined  with  an  organic  or  hereditary  predisposition,  forms  often  the 
proximate  cause  of  malignant  cancer. 

In  the  treatment  of  the  cancroid  ulcer  of  the  face,  the  antiphlogistic 
method,  and  especially  local  bleeding,  together  with  soothing  narcotics, 
have  been  advantageously  resorted  to,  to  calm'  the  nervous  irritation 
which  always  accompanies  these  affections.  In  all  the  individuals  pre- 
sented to  me  in  the  last  stages  of  this  disorder,  where  I  have  supposed 
that  the  extirpation  would  be  either  useless  or  injurious,  I  have  advised 
only  the  above  system  of  treatment.  By  diminishing  the  local  pain,  it 
has  not  unfrequently  served  to  arrest  the  rapid  progress  of  the  disease. 
By  this  system  the  advances  of  the  cancer  are  often  delayed,  and  the 
patients  die  perhaps  of  some  other  disease,  as  experience  has  often 
shown.  The  beneficial  results  of  this  treatment  have  not  been  confined 
to  the  cancerous  affections  of  the  face,  but  have  also  happened  to  can- 
cers generated  in  some  internal  part  of  the  body. 

After  several  observations  of  this  kind,  I  think  I  may  assert  that  can- 
cer is  not  necessarily,  though  it  is  generally,  fatal. 


REMARKS  ON  ITINERANTS. 

[Communicated  for  the  Rostoii  Alediciil  and  Siircical  Journal.] 
NO.      VIII. CONCLUSION. 

We  have   come    to   this    at   last — that    is,    the    conclusion.     We   have 
spent  our  time,  and   taxed   our  cranium,  until  we  have  come  to  number 
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eiglit,  and  wliat  gain  have  we?  None;  for  none  but  ourselves  have 
read  our  report.  Supposinsr  we  should  continue  our  lucubrations  to 
number  eighty  or  eight  hundred,  thinking,  perchance,  they  might  diffuse 
some  light — what  would  be  our  gain  ?  JVothing,  for  none  but  our  own 
brotherhood  read  medical  publications.  But  sup|)ose  we  should  place 
them  in  the  way  of  our  other  brothers,  so  that  they  coidd  behold  them- 
selves as  in  a  glass — darkly  behold  themselves.  Should  we  not  gain 
something?  Nothing;  for  but  few  of  these,  our  illegitimate  brethren, 
Gin  read.  Is  there  no  way,  then,  to  slay  the  infatuation  of  empiricism 
— to  secure  the  public  from  such  unparalleled  imposition  ?  None.  At 
least — I  will  say  none.  Do  not  the  knights  of  lobelia,  steam  and  cay- 
enne, dare  us  to  our  very  teeth,  and  jjrophesy  our  downfall  ?  "  VVe 
are  the  only  legitimates,"  say  they.  "  Our  cause  is  gaining  apace. 
Soon  we  shall  drive  away  all  the  poticaries."  Is  there  no  way  to  pre- 
vent this?  But  what  will  become  of  all  the  people?  Who  cares  for 
the  people?  If  they  will  be  such  duj)es,  be  so  cheated  out  of  their 
health  and  money,  why  let  them  wag.      Why  should  we  be  troubled? 

But  there  is  a  spark  of  philanthropy  in  the  human  breast  that  cannot 
be  quenched.  Ignorance  and  superstition  feel  it  not  ;  selfishness  hides 
it  beneath  a  load  of  its  own  covetousness  ;  hatred  keeps  it  far  away. 
Those,  however,  who  have  drank  at  the  fountain  of  understanding,  have 
drawn  in  something  that  has  excited  it  into  activity.  Generally  the 
more  information  a  person  has,  the  more  feeling  he  has  for  his  brethren 
of  the  human  family.  Most  commonly,  those  who  have  attended  to  the 
study  of  medicine,  are  not  only  a  well-informed  class  of  people,  but 
persons  who  are  actuated  by  liberal  sentiments.  They  feel  interested 
for  the  welfare  of  their  brethren  of  the  human  family,  and  are  solicitous 
to  elevate  them  to  their  proper  dignity.  The  ignorance  which  degrades 
them  they  wish  to  see  removed,  both  for  the  sake  of  seeing  them  a 
more  enlightened  race  of  beings,  and  of  lifting  them  beyond  the  reach 
of  imposition.  They  are  mortified  at  beholding  what  has  ever  been  con- 
sidered the  "  enlightened  community  of  New  England  and  of  America," 
running  mad  with  empiricism.  They  have  feelings,  perhaps,  connected 
with  their  pecuniary  circumstances.  It  would  be  strange  if  they  had 
not.  They  cannot,  therefore,  look  about  them  with  indifference,  and 
say  "  Who  cares  ?"  &ic. 

But  there  is  no  remedy,  say  you.  Let  us  think  again  upon  the  sub- 
ject. The  pen  is  a  powerful  instrument,  when  wielded  by  a  person  of 
judgment  and  talent,  experience  and  tact.  Power  hath  it,  even  to  turn 
the  world  upside  down.  This,  however,  is  not  desired.  To  banish 
ignorance  and  diffuse  light,  is  the  object.  Wield  it,  then,  with  this  in- 
tent. This  is  a  good  cause,  and  it  is  n)ore  potent  in  a  good  cause  than  in 
a  bad  one.  By  it  kings  have  been  niade  to  tremble  upon  their  thrones, 
tyrants  to  yield  their  necks  to  the  steel,  and  armies  to  stop  in  their  ca- 
reer of  conquest.  Not  only  these  things  have  been  effected  by  it,  but  a 
new  state  of  things  in  every  respect  has  been  brought  about.  A  nation 
has  been  lifted  from  a  state  of  degradation  by  it,  anarchy  has  been  found 
to  yield  its  sway,  superstition  to  hide  itself,  idolatry  and  irreligion  to 
yield  their  domain.     What  is  there  that  it  hath  not  done  ?     Give  not 
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up.  then,  to  charlalanisin.      Wield  the  weapon  that  is  calculated  to  drive 
it  far  away. 

But  if  none  will  read  but  those  who  are  the  most  intimately  concern- 
ed, what  will  be  the  use?  They  will  read.  Ifihey  will  not  or  cannot, 
they  will  hear.  Place  what  is  intended  for  them  to  see  in  llie  proper 
vehicle,  and,  my  word  for  it,  if  it  compels  them  not  to  turn  away  their 
eyes,  it  will  cause  such  a  tin!i;rmg  in  their  ears  as  to  haunt  them  in  their 
nightly  and  daily  dreams.  The  popular  newspapers  are  the  vehicles 
which  should  contain  these  productions.  Wormwood  and  gall  should  be 
mingled  with  the  ink  that  is  to  be  used  ;  sarcasm,  cutting  as  Greenland 
hills,  should  enter  into  the  spirit  of  what  is  written  ;  and  ridicule,  deadly  as 
mildew,  should  trail  from  the  hand  that  indites.  This  would  be  calcu- 
lated to  remove  every  particle  of  the  imposition  we  are  talking  about  ;  to 
eradicate  it,  root  anrl  branch,  from  the  land  ;  and  there  is  no  spirit  in  us 
if  we  resort  not  to  the  means  in  our  power.  F. 
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fCoiiimunicated  for  the  Boston  .VIedicaland  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  two  following  cases  possess  great  interest,  not  only  from  their  rarity, 
but  also  from  the  severity  of  the  operation,  and  the  importance  of  the 
parts  involved  in  the  disease.  Both  operations  have  been  done  by  Dr. 
Warren  during  the  last  fourteen  months.  One  of  the  patients  has  long 
since  recovered,  and  the  other  is  now  in  a  stale  of  convalescence. 

The  first  case  in  which  this  operation  was  performed,  was  for  a  caries 
of  the  ribs.  The  patient  was  a  gentleman  of  this  city,  40  years  of  age, 
a  patient  of  Dr.  Bigelow.  In  the  early  part  of  iiis  life  he  was  subject 
to  severe  attacks  of  asthma ;  this  he  has  been  free  from  the  last 
twelve  years,  during  which  time  he  has  enjoyed  good  health,  until  the 
sunm\er  of  1834,  when  he  had  the  typhus  fever.  On  his  recovery,  af- 
ter an  illness  of  six  weeks,  he  was  troubled  with  a  severe  pain  in  the 
right  side,  in  the  region  of  the  angle  of  the  sixth  and  seventh  ribs.  A 
small  tumor  shortly  made  its  appearance  at  this  point,  which,  after  hav- 
ing remained  stationary  for  some  n)onths,  finally  opened  and  discharged 
a  quantity  of  sanious  pus.  In  the  spring  of  1835,  Dr.  Warren  was 
consulted  on  account  of  the  fistulous  cavity  which  had  remained  since 
the  opening  of  the  abscess.  Upon  examination,  a  small  aperture  was 
discovered  on  the  side  of  the  chest,  large  enough  to  admit  a  common- 
sized  probe,  and  situated  over  the  point  where  the  sixth  and  seventh 
ribs  are  joined  to  their  cartilages.  Upon  passing  a  probe  into  this  aperture, 
it  penetrated  rather  more  than  an  inch  in  a  direction  downwards,  and 
backwards,  where  it  was  resisted  by  a  firm,  but  not  osseous  substance. 
This  examination  gave  great  pain,  the  parts  being  extremely  sensitive. 
Durinrr  the  following  winter,  the  pains  about  the  ribs  increased,  the  res- 
piration began  to  be  more  or  less  affected,  and  the  patient  was  occasion- 
ally troubled  with  hiccough,  which  seemed  to  indicate  some  connection 
of  the  diaphragm  with  the  affected  part. 
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Finding  himself  prevented  from  attending  to  bis  business,  gradually 
losing  strength,  and,  added  to  this,  much  suffering  attending  the  disease, 
he  finally  determined  to  submit  himself  to  an  operation. 

The  state  of  the  patient  a  ^e\\  days  previous  to  the  operation,  \vas  as 
follows.  He  complains  of  great  weakness  and  inability  lo  move  about  ; 
his  digestion  is  not  good  ;  he  has  a  constant  pain  in  the  region  of  the 
disease,  that  is  at  the  point  where  the  sixth  and  seventh  ribs  are  joined 
to«Uieir  cartilages.  Here  there  is  a  large,  hard,  immoveable  tumor,  hav- 
ing on  its  surface  a  fistulous  opening,  with  indurated  edges.  On  passing 
a  probe  into  this  aperture,  the  depth  of  the  cavity  seems  to  have  greatly 
increased  since  the  examination  made  in  the  preceding  spiing;  as  much 
apparently  from  the  deposition  of  a  new  substance,  external  to  the  ribs, 
as  from  an  extension  of  the  disease  inwards,  towards  the  pleura  ;  the 
probe  encounters  at  the  extremity  of  this  cavity,  first  what  appear- 
ed to  be  the  cartilage,  and  further  on,  the  bony  part  of  the  rib,  evidently 
in  a  carious  state. 

The  operation  was  performed  on  the  21st  of  January,  in  presence  of 
a  number  of  the  medical  profession  of  Boston.  The  patient  was  placed 
on  a  table,  in  a  horizontal  position.  An  incision  four  inches  in  length, 
was  made  in  an  oblique  direction,  over  the  sixth  rib,  joined  by  two  inci- 
sions at  either  extremity  of  the  first,  so  as  by  this  means  to  form  two 
quadrangular  flaps. 

The  integuments  were  now  dissected  up,  a  matter  of  some  difficulty, 
from  their  very  strong  adhesions  to  the  parts  below,  and  a  firm  cartilaginous 
substance  exposed,  forming  a  large  tumor,  destroying  the  natural 
appearance  of  the  parts,  and  rendering  it  difficult  to  determine  in  which 
direction  the  diseased  ribs  and  cartilages  lay.  After  much  time  and  pa- 
tience, this  substance  was  carefully  removed,  partly  by  shaving  it  off 
with  the  scalpel,  and  by  occasionally  removing  portions  of  it  with  the 
cutting  forceps,  and  the  diseased  parts  at  length  exposed.  Both  the 
sixth  and  seventh  ribs  were  found  lo  be  carious,  their  cartilages  also  being 
involved.  The  ribs  were  now  carefully  isolated  from  the  surrounding 
parts,  a  probe  passed  under  them,  and  the  pleura,  which  was  much  thick- 
ened, and  a  part  of  the  diaphragm,  separated  from  their  internal  surfaces. 
Three  inches  of  the  seventh  rib,  and  its  cartilage,  with  two  inches  of 
the  sixth,  were  removed  by  the  chain  saw  and  cutting  forceps.  There 
was  very  little  hemorrhage,  and  no  appearance  of  bleeding  from  the  in- 
tercostal arteries,  which  undoubtedly  had  become  obliterated  in  the 
course  of  the  disease. 

The  external  wound,  which  had  been  somewhat  enlarged  in  the 
course  of  the  operation,  was  brought  together  by  two  or  three  points  of 
suture,  and  by  adliesive  straps.  Although  the  operation  lasted  a  long 
time,  and  some  [)arts  of  it  were  exceedingly  painlul,  it  was  borne  with 
great  fortitude.     The  patient  did  not  seem  greatly  exhausted. 

On  the  second  day  after  the  o|)eralion,  he  had  a  severe  |ileuri(ic  attack. 
This  yielded  to  a  copious  bleeding,  and  in  the  course  of  two  weeks  he 
was  able  to  walk  about  his  chamber.  From  exerting  himself  too  much, 
lie  was  attacked  with  an  erythematous  afl'ection  between  the  wound  and 
OS  ilii.     Tliis  terminated   in   a   partial    suppuration.     From  the  conse- 
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qiKMires  of  this  attack  he  very  slowly  recovered.  The  follow  ins;  surn- 
nier  lie  went  into  the  country,  still  siilierinij;  occasionally  with  some  pain 
about  the  ribs.  Diu'ing  his  residence  in  the  country,  his  heal  h  i^radual- 
ly  improved;  and  on  his  return  to  town,  the  wound  had  entirely  healed, 
and  he  is  now  in  the  lull  enjojinent  of  health. 

One  of  the  greatest  difficulties  in  the  ojicration  was  the  rennoval  of 
the  cartilaLnnoiis  formation,  which  covered  the  ribs,  and  destroyed  all  the 
anatomical  signs  which  were  necessary  for  prosecuting  the  operation  with 
arjything  like  facility.  This  occupied  much  time,  and  the  paits,  con- 
trary to  what  would  naturally  be  supposed,  were  endowed  with  an  ex- 
cessive de2;ree  of  sensibility.  A  portion  of  the  diaphracm  and  pleura, 
was  exposed  by  the  operation.  The  latter,  during  the  slow  inflamma- 
tion uliich  had  been  goinir  on,  had  become  greatly  thickened  ;  if  this 
had  not  been  the  case,  it  would  have  been  very  difficult  to  have  separated 
the  pleura,  without  cutting  into  the  cavity  of  the  chest. 

The  other  operation  in  which  excision  of  a  portion  of  the  ribs  was  prac- 
tised, was  in  a  case  of  osteo-sarcoma — performed  by  Dr.  Warren  in  the 
course  of  the  last  month.  The  patient  was  a  stout,  healthy  person,  a 
surveyor,  from  Upper  Canada.  Six  years  since,  and  without  any  pre- 
vious injury,  that  he  was  aware  of,  a  small,  hard  tumor  apfieared  over 
the  angle  of  the  ninth  or  tenth  rib.  From  that  time  to  the  present,  it 
has  gradually  increased  in  size — having,  however,  daily,  less  of  that 
bony  hardness,  which  characterized  it  at  first. 

It  was  of  a  circular  form,  about  six  inches  in  diameter,  and  having  an 
elevation  above  the  ribs  oi"  between  two  and  three  inches.  Its  situation 
was  on  the  lower  part  of  the  chest,  covering  a  portion  of  the  seventh, 
eighth,  ninth  and  tenth  ribs — to  all  of  which  it  api)eared  attached,  but 
more  firmly  to  the  ninth,  which  was 
most  affected  by  its  movements.  The 
skin  covering  the  tumor  was  perfect- 
ly natural,  both  in  color  and  consist- 
ence, and  (lie  patient  complained  of 
no  inconvenience  or  sufTering  from 
the  disease. 

The  accompanying  wood  cut  will 
give  some  idea  of  the  relative  size 
and  situation  of  the  tumor. 

The  operation  was  performed  on 
the  27th  of  March,  1837,  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner.  The  patient  was 
placed  on  a  tal)le,  a  little  inclined  to 
the  right,  with  a  pillow  under  the 
chest,  so  as  to  cause  a  projection  of 
the  left  side  of  the  thorax. 

The  operation  was  commenced  bv 
a  longitudinal  incision  about  five  inch- 
es in  length,  directly  over  the  tu- 
mor. This  was  joined  by  another 
ti'ansverse  incision,  at  right  angles  with 
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its  central  part — the  two  incisions  being  well  represented  by  tbe  letter 
T.  The  flap,  tlius  formed,  being  dissected  up,  tlie  insertions  of  the  ex- 
ternal oblique  were  exposed,  and  dissected  off,  not  without  some  difficul- 
ty, however,  on  account  of  its  strons  contractions.  Tlie  latissimus  dor- 
si  was  now  discovered  passing  over  the  outer  edge  of  tlie  tumor,  and  the 
same,  and  in  fact  more  trouble  was  experienced  in  dividing  this  muscle, 
than  the  preceding  ;  the  dissection  of  it  was  excessively  painful  to  the 
patient,  and  was  followed  by  some  hemorrhage.  The  tumor  being  at 
length  perfectly  exposed,  was  found  to  originate  from  the  ninth  rib,  but 
was  strongly  adherent  to  the  seventh,  eigliih  and  tenth.  A  knife  was 
now  carefully  insinuated  under  the  tumor,  and  its  adhesions  to  the  ribs 
dissected  off,  great  care  being  taken  not  to  cut  through  the  intercostal  mus- 
cle and  penetrate  the  chest.  As  the  attachment  of  the  tumor  to  the  ninth 
rib  was  not  by  its  whole  base,  it  was  thought  that  more  of  the  rib  might 
be  saved,  by  first  detaching  the  tumor,  and  afterwards  cutting  out  the 
rib,  than  by  removing  both  the  tumor  and  rib  together.  It  was  therefore 
cut  off  from  the  rib  at  about  an  inch  distance  from  its  cartilage,  and  the 
morbid  origin  of  the  tumor  exposed. 

The  intercostals  were  now  cut  through,  the  diaphragm  carefully  sepa- 
rated from  the  rib  and  pleura,  and  a  director  passed  under,  at  the  points 
where  the  rib  was  to  be  divided.  The  bone  was  next  cut  through  with 
the  cutting  forceps,  and  about  two  inches  in  length  of  it  removed,  with  a 
portion  of  its  cartilage.  The  diaphragm  immediately  rose  up,  forming  a 
hernia  between  the  ribs.  The  hemorrhage  was  not  great — most  of  it 
being  from  the  divided  muscles.  I\o  artery  bled  sufficiently  to  require 
being  secured  by  ligature.  The  wound  was  brought  together  by  sutures, 
and  adhesive  plasters.  The  patient  was  very  little  exhausted  by  the 
operation.  A  considerable  degree  of  febrile  excitement  followed,  re- 
quiring the  employment  of  copious  bleeding. 

The  wound  has  united  nearly  throughout  by  the  first  intention,  and 
the  patient  is  rapidly  gaining  strength,  without  the  occurrence  of  any 
bad  symptoms. 

In  this  case,  unlike  the  preceding,  very  little  thickening  of  the  parts 
lying  under  the  ribs  had  taken  place.  This  rendered  the  difficulty  and 
danger  much  greater,  in  separating  the  pleura  and  diaphragm  from  their 
adhesions  to  the  ribs,  which,  however,  was  finally  accomplished  without 
penetrating  the  chest. 

Both  of  these  operations  sufficiently  demonstrate  that  the  excision  of 
the  ribs,  with  sufficient  precautions,  may  be  practised  with  comparative 
safetv.  M. 

April  28th,  1837. 


MEDICAL  BOTANY. 

[Communicated   for    the   Boston    Medical  and    Surgical   Journal.] 
NO.   IV. — ASTER    PUNICEUS.       ST.\R    FLOAVER. 

Sex.  Stst. — Class  syngenesia  ;    order    polygamia  superflua.      Generic 
Characteristics. — Calyx  imbricate,  the  inferior  scales  spreading  ;  egect 


Foreign  Body  in  the  Bronchial  Tube.  205 

simple,  pilose  ;  receptacle  scrobiculate  ;  Jloreis  of  the  ray  usually  more 
than  ten  ;  cnlor  white  or  purple. 

The  A.  Puniceus  is  a  popular  remedy  in  many  parts  of  the  country, 
and  the  sho|)s  are  sometimes  supplied  with  it.  The  root  is  the  part 
used.  It  is  called  cuckoo-ash,  cold-ivattr  root,  cold-water  valerian,  ^c. 
It  is  a  white,  fibrous  root,  of  an  arouiatic  odor,  when  recent,  and  an 
agreeably  pungent,  aromatic  taste.  It  is  used,  mostly,  as  a  mild  stimu- 
lant and  diaphoretic,  in  chronic  rheumatism,  jaundice  and  dropsical  affec- 
tions. This  is  one  of  the  most  important  remedies  of  the  "  root  doc- 
tor," and  is  often  extolled  for  its  "  wonderful  cures."  1  have  known  it 
used,  by  order  of  physicians,  to  some  advantage,  paiticularjy  in  the  para- 
lytic affections  of  old  persons.  Other  species  of  the  Aster  are  often 
substituted  for  this,  and,  probably,  with  the  same  result.  It  is  given  in 
tincture  or  infusion,  and  may  be  used  freely  without  danger. 

NO.    V. SYMPLOCARPUS.        SKUNK     CABBAGE. 

Synonyms.  Dracontium  FcEtidum,  Ictodes  Foeiidus,  Sic.  Dr.  Wood 
says  the  name  Syn)plocarpus  ought  to  be  retained. 

Sex.  Syst. — Class  tetrandia  ;  order  monogynia.  Symplocarpus  Foe- 
tida,  Torrey. 

This  singular  plant  blossoms  in  February,  March  and  April,  and  its 
flowers  may  be  found  in  May.  Before  its  leaves  appear  in  spring,  its 
ventricose  spatha  may  be  found  inclosing  a  somewhat  globose  spadix, 
studded  with  minute,  perfect  flowers.  These  consiL^t  of  a  monophyllous, 
deeply-four  parted,  persistent  calyx,  four  stamens,  a  style  and  stigma, 
and  a  single  seed  imbedded  in  the  spongy  receptacle. 

It  grows  abundantly  in  the  southern  parts  of  ]\ew  England,  but,  I 
believe,  does  not  inhabit  the  cold  and  mountainous  parts  of  Vermont 
and  New  Hampshire.  Its  value  is  well  known  to  many  physicians  in 
relieving  nervous  irritation  and  spasmodic  affections.  It  sometimes  op- 
erates effectually  as  an  expectorant;  but  its  chief  remedial  agency 
in  coughs  seems  to  depend  on  its  properties  as  a  nervine  and  antispas- 
modic. It  has  been  used  successfully  in  asthma,  chronic  rheumatism 
and  dropsy,  and  may  perhaps  be  of  some  value  in  hooping  cough. 
It  is  often  very  useful  in  relieving  palpitation,  unconnected  with  structu- 
ral derangement  of  the  heart.  Dr.  Tiiatcher  has  used  it  with  advantage 
in  hysteria.     Dose,  of  the  root  in  powder,  from  10  to  30  grains. 

Cambridge,  April  25th,  1837.  S.  A.  T. 


FOREIGN   BODY  IN  THE   BRONCHIAL   TUBE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  observed  in  your  Journal  of  March  15th,  the  report  of  a  boy, 
aged  three  years,  who  from  the  right  bronchia  coughed  up  an  eight-pen- 
ny cut  nail,  which  had  remained  there  thirty-six  days.  Since  noticing 
the  report  of  that  case,  I  have  thought  that  the  following  might  not  be 
uninteresting  to  your  readers.     On  the  evening  of  the  10th  day  of  Feb- 
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ruary  last,  three  artificial  teeth  in  one  block,  with  two  wooden  pivots, 
sejiarated  from  the  jaw  of  Dr.  T.,  of  this  town,  and  jjassed,  whilst  he 
was  coughing,  down  liie  trachea  and  lodged  near  the  bifurcation  of  the 
right  bronchia.  After  reniuining  there  fort^-six  tlays,  they  wore  cough- 
ed lip  with  about  half  a  tea-cup  of  purulent  niatler.  The  length  of 
the  teeth  and  pivots  was  5-S  of  an  inch,  and  tl)e  breaflih  of  the  bloc'c  of 
teeth  7-8  of  an  inch.  The  synijjtoms  during  the  first  week  were  loss  of 
appetite,  occasional  irritative  coui;h,  difficulty  of  breathing,  with  soreness 
in  the  right  side.  After  that  time,  in  the  moi'ning  he  had  severe  parox- 
ysms of  coughing,  expectorating  from  a  pint  to  a  pint  and  a  half,  which 
was  of  a  greenisli  color.  During  the  last  two  weeks  of  tlie  teeth 
remaining  there,  he  felt  their  irritation  very  sensibly  whilst  coughing. 
Throughout,  his  breath  was  offensive.  From  the  28th  of  March,  the 
time  they  were  ejected,  to  the  present  date,  he  has  raised  about  half  a 
pint  per  diein.  His  strength  has  gradually  increased,  and  within  a  few- 
days  he  has  been  able  to  ride  out. 

The  termination  of  this  case  shall  appear  through  the  columns  of  the 
Journal  at  some  future  time.  Yours  respectfully, 

Derri/,  N.  H.,  Aijrll -21,  \S'31.  Thomas   Wallace. 


PROSTITUTION   IN   PARIS. 

AI.  P.  Dl'chatelet,  M.D.,  has  lately  published  a  work  on  this  sub- 
ject, which,  though  in  many  respects  abounding  in  the  most  horrid  and 
disgusting  details,  is  otherwise  lull  of  interest  to  the  medical  philosopher. 
From  a  table  which  shows  the  number  of  prostitutes  annually  registered 
in  Paris  from  1812  to  1832  inclusive,  it  appeals  that  in  the  former  year 
there  were  15,523;  and  in  the  latter,  no  less  than  42,699  of  these 
abandoned  wretches  were  registered  and  licensed  for  this  deplorable  trade  ! 
With  regard  to  the  former  occupations  of  these  females,  our  author  re- 
marks that  the  more  sederilary  the  avocations,  the  more  uncertain  the 
employment,  and  the  more  congregated  the  employes,  the  more  nutri- 
ment is  furnished  to  the  destructive  leaven  of  prostitution.  The  state  of 
education,  as  might  have  been  expected,  was  found  to  be  very  low  among 
them,  one  third  being  incapable  of  writing  their  own  names.  The  pro- 
portion among  them  who  were  originally  illegitimates,  was  only  1  in  4 
in  Paris,  and  much  less  in  the  departmenls.  Their  ages  varied  from  12 
years  to  50.  Some  appear  to  have  been  allowed  to  inscribe  their  names 
at  the  age  of  10  or  11.  The  causes  of  prostitution  were  found  to  be 
nutnerous.  Almost  all  acknowledged  that  they  had  led  an  irregular  life 
before  becoming  actual  prostitutes  on  the  town,  and  nearly  all  were  de- 
flowered previously.  Among  the  primary  causes  was  idleness  !  Sojne 
wlio  came  in  to  inscribe  their  names  had  not  tasted  food  for  some  days 
before  making  up  their  minds  to  the  dire  alternative.  The  other  causes 
mentioned  by  Mons.  D.,  are  seduction,  domestic  chagrin  and  bad  treat- 
ment, loni^  sojourn  in  hospitals,  the  niisconduct  and  bad  exam[)le  of  pa- 
rents, and  loss  of  employment  and  want.  The  latter  is  the  most  often 
accused  by  those  who  inscribe  their  names   on  the  black  list  of  prostitu- 
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lion.  The  salaries  of  females  eniphiyefl  in  dress  work,  and  many  oilier 
sedentary  occupations,  are  only  siilHcient  to  procure  subsistence  for  the 
time,  and  when  any  circumstance  throws  them  out  of  work,  they  imasi;ine 
themselves  forced  to  go  on  the  town  or  starve.  It  is  often  found  that 
mothers,  abandoned  by  their  husbands,  have  taken  to  prostituiion  for  the 
support  of  theirchildren — and  girls  for  the  support  of  their  aged  parents. 
The  following:  particulars  are  curious  and  melancholy.  Out  5183  in- 
scriptions, there  were  164  instances  of  two  sisters  insciibing  at  the  same 
time — 4  instances  of  three  sisters  insciibing — 3  instances  of  lour  sisters 
entering  at  once  on  this  wretched  system  of  life.  There  were  16  in- 
stances of  mother  and  daughter  inscribing  together — 4  of  aunt  and  niece 
— 22  of  cousins  going  to  the  same  office  for  the  same  purpose. 

An  inquiry  into  the  manners  and  habits  of  prostitutes  is  considered  by 
our  author  as  of  the  utmost  importance,  as  little  amelioration  among 
them  can  be  expected  without  a  knowledge  on  this  subject.  They  ap- 
pear, superficially,  to  delight  in  their  prol'ession,  and  to  be  tnore  than 
usually  happy.  But  in  prisons  or  hospitals,  when  left  to  reflection,  they 
afl^ord  incontestible  prool's  of  the  misery  which  presses  on  tlieir  souls 
while  they  are  forced  to  wear  the  semblance  of  happiness.  Conscious 
of  their  degradation,  the  sight  of  inodest  women  is  insupportable,  and,  by 
a  kind  of  involuntary  revengeful  impulse,  they  are  inclined  to  insult 
them.  iMany  instances  have  been  known  of  their  becoming  insane  iron) 
reflection  on  their  wretched  stale.  They  are  in  general  profoundly- 
ignorant  of  all  religious  duties,  and  destitute  of  religious  feelings.  Many 
of  them,  however,  by  a  kind  of  instinct,  are  taken  with  devotional  feel- 
ings at  the  sight  of  funerals  or  when  on  the  bed  of  death.  In  their  ex- 
ternal behavior,  great  improvement  has  taken  place  within  the  last  ^ew 
years.  Intemperance  among  them  is  almost  universal.  In  moments  of 
sadness  they  fly  to  stimulants,  and  the  habit,  once  formed,  is  never  after- 
wards shaken  ofi^".  The  habit  of  mnlproprete  and  mendacity  is  also 
nearly  universal.  One  good  quality  among  them  is  their  universal  dis- 
position to  assist  each  other  in  misfortune,  sickness  or  distress.  This 
generous  sentiment  is  probably  engendered  by  the  conviction  that  they 
.are  a  class  abandoned  and  despised  by  the  world,  and  consequently  that 
they  have  nothing  to  hope  but  from  each  other.  This  sympathy,  how- 
ever, often  extends  to  others;  and  many  prostitutes  support  their  aged 
parents  or  distressed  sisters  out  of  their  miserable  earnings,  'j'hey  are 
not  anxious  to  avoid  pregnancy,  being  sure  of  succor  from  their  compan- 
ions in  their  lime  of  need.  They  make  excellent  mothers  and  nurses. 
An  indifference,  amounting  to  loathing,  generally  soon  takes  place  in  re- 
gard to  the  illicit  and  |)romiscuous  intercourse  with  the  other  sex,  and 
the  practice  of  selecting  some  favorite,  to  whom  they  become  strongly 
attached  for  a  time,  is  almost  universal.  This  attachment  is  so  strong 
that  the  most  tyrannical  treatment  from  their  paramours  will  not  cause 
them  to  rebel  or  part  from  them.  A  considerable  number  of  young 
men  in  Paris  have  no  other  means  of  subsistence  than  the  wages  of  pros- 
titution earned  by  these  fillcs  yuUiqucs  ! 

In  classifying  these  abandoned  creatures,  our  author   alludes   to  three 
genera,  in  tlie  higher  classes,  the  most  dangerous  to  society,  who  are  not 
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licensed  by  the  police.  These  he  calls  "  Fernmes  Gallantes,"  "  Femines 
a  Parties,"  and  "  Fetnnies  des  Spectacles  et  des  Theatres."  The 
"  Filles  en  Carte"  are  those  who  are  registered  and  licensed  by  the  po- 
lice, and  are  subjected  to  periodical  examinations  by  authorized  medical 
inspectors.     Among  the  latter  there  are  also  numerous  grades. 

The  embonpoint  and  brilliant  lieallh  of  a  ^reat  portion  of  the  Parisian 
prostitutes,  which  have  been  attributed  by  many  to  the  frequent  use  of 
mercury,  are  thought  by  Dr.  D.  to  be  owing  to  their  inactivity  of  life, 
rich  food,  and  frequent  use  of  the  warm  bath.  The  meagre  and 
emaciated  exceptions  he  accounts  for  by  poverty  aud  hunger,  or  consti- 
tutional dispositions.  The  hoarse  and  discordant  tones  of  the  voice  in 
prostitutes,  which  so  often  crucify  the  ears  of  listeners,  are  observed  most 
frequently  among  those  who  linger  aroimd  the  doors  of  cabarets,  who 
are  often  intoxicated,  and  who  then  indulge  in  loud  vociferations. 

Among  the  physiological  considerations  treated  of  by  our  author,  are 
several  which  are  important  to  the  medico-legal  inquirer.  An  immense 
experience  in  the  examination  of  prostitutes,  has  made  him  very  doubt- 
ful and  timid  as  to  thd  proofs  of  virginity,  and  also  of  defloration.  Sev- 
eral ifistances  are  mentioned  by  hini,  in  which  gross  mistakes  were  made 
by  those  most  able  to  decide  by  examination.  He  also  refers  to  a  new 
sign  of  pregnancy  discovered  by  M.  Jacquemiu,  which  consists  of  a 
deep  violet  tint,  sometimes  like  the  lees  of  wine,  presented  by  the  whole 
mucous  membrane  of  the  vagina  when  utero-gestation  is  going  on.  This 
sign  has  never  failed  him,  and  he  velies  on  it  with  the  most  implicit 
confidence. 

The  work  of  Dr.  Duchatelet  is  in  two  vols.,  and  an  analysis  of  about 
half  of  the  first  vol.  is  siven  in  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Review,  from 
wliich  it  has  been  abbreviated  as  above. 
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BOSTON,    MAY     3 ,     1837, 


BOSTON   NOMENCLATURE    OF   DISEASES. 

In  consequence  of  the  imperfect  manner  of  constructing  the  Boston  bills 
of  mortality,  the  following  circular,  accompanied  by  resolutions  of  the 
City  Council,  was  addressed  to  the  practitioners  of  Jioston,  by  the  INIayor, 
which  if  strictly  adhered  to,  will  obviate  all  the  diHiculties  complained  of 
under  the  old  system. 

Cily  of  Boston,  February  IG,  1837. 
Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  herewith  certain  resolutions  which 
have  been  adopted  by  the  City  Council,  together  witli  several  copies  of 
nomenclatures  of  diseases  and  of  blank  returns  of  deaths.  You  are  re- 
spectfully requested  by  the  City  Government  to  fill  the  blanks  in  the  cer- 
tificate of  returns,  on  the  death  of  any  of  your  |)atients,  or  of  any  person 
who  has  had  no  attending  physician,  to  whom  you  may  be  called,  accord- 
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injT  to  the  intention  of  these  rosohilions,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  sent  to 
the  Superintendent  of  Burial  Grounds,  in  the  manner  prescribed  thereiti. 

Yours  rrspectl'ully, 

Samuki.  a.  Emot,  IMayor. 

Resolved,  That  everv  phvsician  be  requested  to  make  a  true  return  to 
the  Superintendent  ot'  Burial  Grounds,  ot"  every  death  that  sliall  occur 
in  his  practice,  within  twenty-four  hours  after  such  death  shall  take  place, 
in  the  followin<;  manner,  viz.  :  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  Funeral  Un- 
dertaker to  call  on  tlie  physician  who  attended  the  deceased,  and  obtain 
such  a  cerlilicate  of  return,  and  thus  report  the  disease. 

Resolved,  That  in  cases  of  deaths  from  accidents,  or  of  deaths  where 
there  has  been  no  attendinij  physician,  the  said  undertakers  be  directed 
to  request  the  services  of  any  physician,  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances 
of  such  death  or  deaths,  and  then  give  his  opinion  according  to  the  above 
mentioned  form  ;  excepting,  however,  cases  of  suicide  and  homicide,  in 
which  a  Coroner's  inquest  shall,  of  course,  be  the  return. 

jyomeiiclalure  pvcpured  by  the  Boston  Medical  Association. — Abortion  ; 
abscess — in  the  brain,  in  the  lungs,  in  the  liver,  in  the  pleura,  lumbar, 
psoas,  etc.  ;  aneurism — of  the  heart,  of  the  aorta,  of  other  arteries  ; 
angina  pectoris;  apoplexy;  asthma;  brain — diseases  of;  burns  and 
scalds  ;  cachexy  ;  cancer — of  the  breast,  of  the  uterus,  of  the  rectum, 
of  the  tongue,  etc.  ;  carbuncle  ;  caries  ;  casualty  ;  catalepsy  ;  catarrh  ; 
childbed  ;  chlorosis;  cholera — bilious,  or  common,  infantum,  malignant  ; 
colic — bilious,  or  common,  painters'  ;  concussion  of  the  brain  ;  consump- 
tion ;  contusion  ;  convulsions;  cramp  in  the  stomach  ;  croup;  delirium  tre- 
mens ;  diabetes  ;  diarrhoea — acute,  chronic;  dislocation  of  the  spine,  etc.; 
drinking  cold  water  ;  dropsy—  in  the  head,  in  the  chest,  in  the  abdomen  ; 
drowned  ;  dysentery — acute,  chronic  ;  dyspepsy  ;  epilepsy  ;  erysipelas; 
feebleness  at  birlh  ;  fever — intermittent,  remittent,  inflanmiatory,  typhus, 
spotted,  gastric,  puerperal,  yellow  ;  fistula  in  ano  ;  fracture — of  the  skull, 
of  the  ribs,  of  the  s|)ine,  etc.  ;  frozen  ;  fungus  hccmatodes  ;  gangrene — 
of  the  mouth,  etc.,  dry  ;  gout  ;  gravel  ;  haemorrhage — from  the  lungs, 
from  the  bowels,  from  the  stomach,  from  the  uterus,  etc.  ;  hanged  ;  heart, 
disease  of;  hernia  ;  hooping  cough  ;  hydrophobia  ;  imperforate  anus  ; 
inflammation — of  the  brain,  of  the  heart,  of  the  pericardium,  of  the 
larynx,  of  the  lungs,  of  the  pleura,  of  the  peritoneum,  of  the  stomach,  of 
the  bowels,  of  the  liver,  of  the  spleen,  of  the  kidney,  of  the  bladder,  of 
the  uterus,  of  the  veins,  of  the  absorbents,  etc.  ;  influenza  ;  intoxication; 
inlrosusception  ;  jaundice  ;  marasmus  ;  measles  ;  melsena  ;  monorrha- 
gia ;  neuralgia  ;  old  age  ;  palsy  ;  poison  ;  prolapsus  of  the  uterus  ; 
purpura  ;  retroversion  of  the  uterus  ;  rheumatism  ;  rickets  ;  scarlatina  ; 
scirrhus — of  the  stomach,  of  the  rectum,  etc.  ;  scrofula  ;  scurvy  ;  small- 
pox ;  sorethroat — inflammatory,  ulcerated,  malignant  ;  spine,  disease  of; 
St.  Vitus's  dance  ;  stillborn  ;  stone  ;  strangury  ;  stricture — of  the  oeso- 
phagus, of  rectum,  etc.;  stroke  of  the  sun;  su  Avocation — by  charcoal,  etc.; 
suicide — by  hanging,  by  drowning,  etc.  ;  syphilis  ;  teething  ;  tetanus  ; 
tumor  [the  nature  and  situation  to  be  mentioned]  ;  ulcer  ;  urine — sup- 
pression of,  retention  of;  varioloid  ;  white  swelling — of  the  knee,  etc.  ; 
worms — tapeworm,  etc.  ;  wound. 


Effects  of  Coffee-drinking  on  Stature. — A  singular  property  has  recent- 
ly been  ascribed  to  coffee,  when  drank  habitually  from  early  childhood  to 
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the  age  of  piiherly,  whicli  it  is  wortli  while  to  examine  with  pliysiological 
accuracy.  It  is  said  ihut  the  efTecl  is  to  prevent  that  development  of  the 
bones,  wiiicli  would  take  place  were  this  delicious  article  never  intro- 
duced into  the  t^tomach.  That  it  acts  in  this  way,  in  every  case,  is  cer- 
tainly questionable  ;  some  individuals  grow  exceedingly  tall,  and  would, 
were  tiiey  to  drink  strong  coffee  every  hour  in  the  twenty-four,  the  first 
ten  years  of  their  existence  ;  but  no  one  will  deny  that  out  of  tlie  entire 
population  of  any  particular  district  which  might  be  selected,  a  majority 
of  the  whole,  living  in  the  ordinary  tnode — that  is,  using  coffee — would  fall 
below  the  medium  stature  of  five  feet  nine  inches.  Scarcely  one  man  in 
seven  hundred,  on  the  average,  in  New  England,  measures  six  feet — and 
perhaps  those  towering  above  that  altitude  are  hardly  in  the  ratio  of  one 
to  eiijhteen  thousand.  Before  and  for  some  years  after  the  American 
Revoluiion,  travellers  uniformly  spoke  of  the  yankees  as  being  a  tall, 
well-built  race  of  men.  The  females  were  equally  distinguished  for  their 
fine,  tall,  elastic  figures.  The  old  men  of  the  present  day,  who  rarely 
tasted  coffee  in  their  youth,  its  use  then  being  excedingly  limited,  as  a 
body  are  taller  than  any  equal  number  of  men,  taken  promiscuously  from 
the  trades  and  professions  of  these  degenerate  times.  AH  this  diff^erence 
is  now  imputed  by  some  to  the  stinting  influence  of  coffee.  If  coff'ee- 
(irinking  in  this  climate  does  prevent  children  from  being  as  tall  as  they 
were  originally  designed  to  be — parents,  ambitious  of  practising  upon  the 
first  principles  of  calisthenics,  had  better  return  to  the  old-fashioned, 
though  excellent  and  appropriate  dish  of  bread  and  milk,  which  under  or- 
dinary cicumstances  never  failed  to  give  health,  height  and  happiness  to 
those  who  were  reared  upon  it. 

Any  facts,  which  may  be  produced   to   show  that  this   theory  is  either 
incorrect  or  otherwise,  would  much  oblige  us. 


Lnitation  of  Anatomical  Specimens. — MM.  Thibet  and  Rameana  have 
invented  a  composition  which  may  be  moulded  with  much  greater  facility 
than  plaster,  and  which  oerfectly  represents  the  anatomical  subjects  which 
require  to  be  imitated;  once  hardened,  it  resists  pressure,  damp,  and  heat 
equal  to  boiling  water.  Each  part  is  painted  in  oil,  of  the  proper  colors, 
and  then  varnished,  so  that  it  may  be  wa.shed  without  injury. 


Spirit  ill  the  Stomach. — A  case  of  violent  death  was"'referred  to  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Westminster  Mculical  Society  on  the  4th  of  February 
last,  in  which  it  was  decided,  on  a  po.^t-mortem  examination,  30  hours  af- 
ter death,  that  the  individual  wa.-s  not  intoxicated  when  she  received  the 
fatal  blow,  because  no  spirit  was  found  in  the  stomach.  The  woman  had 
lived  several  hours  after  tlie  alleged  intoxication.  A  member  mentioned 
some  experiments  detailed  by  Dr.  Andrcnv  Coombe,  in  which  it  was 
proved  that  ardent  spirit  never  remained  ir»  the  stomach  fur  more  than 
half  an  hour.  Dr.  Brown  stated  that  a  solution  of  opium  could  not  be 
detected  in  the  stomach  after  a  period  ol"si\  hours,  and  he  should  consider 
that  the  presence  of  spirit  would  continue  about  as  long.  Dr.  Burcaud 
RiotTrey  alluded  to  some  experiments  made  by  Magendie  with  etlier,  and 
also  with  spirit,  upon  a  guinea-|)ig,  in  which  it  was  found  thai,  those  sub- 
stances, when  introduced  into  the  stomach,  through  a  tube,  the  oesopha- 
gus being  afterwards  tied,  escaped  in  the  course  of  half  an  hour  by  the 
lungs. 
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Connedicul  JMedical  Society. — The  annual  convention  of  the  Picsident 
and  Fellows  of  (lu?  C.innecticiU  Medical  Society  will  be  held  in  Hartford 
on  Wednesday,  May  lOth,  at  9  o'clock,  A.  INI.  The  following  is  a  list 
of  the  Fellows  elected  for  the  ensuing  year  : — 

Hartford  Cuuntij. — David  S.  Dodge,  Sumner  Ives,  Ralph  Carter,  Hen- 
ry Holmes,  Karl  Looiuis. 

J\\w  Haven  Coimtij. — Reynold  Webh,  Henry  Bronson,  Josiah  M.  Col- 
burn,  Nathan  B.  Ives,  John  II.  Kain. 

.'Vi'ii'  London  Counlij. — John  O.  Miner,  Avery  Downer,  James  Rogers, 
William  Hyde,  Dyer  T.  Brainard. 

Fairfield  Coiinlij. — Jeremiah  'J\  Denison,  Ezra  P.  Bennett,  Elijah  B. 
Middlehrook,  Rufus   Blakeman,  John  Judson. 

JVindliam  Counlij. — Andrew  Harris,  Daniel  A.  Hovey,  William  Witter, 
Orrin  Witter,  John  H.  Simmons. 

lAtcltfield  County. — iSorinan  f-yman,  Josiah  G.  Beckwith,  Luther  Tick- 
nor,  Johnson  C  Hatch,  Gamaliel  H.  St.  John. 

Middlese.T  County. — Charles  Woodward,  Thomas  Miner,  2d,  Asa 
M.  Holt. 

Tolland  County. — Alvan  Talcott,  William  H.  Richardson,  Oliver  K, 
Isham. 


Cutaneous  Affection. — Dr.  Addison  mentioned  a  curious  case,  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Westminster  Medical  Society,  in  which  a  young  man  suffered  at 
the  same  lime  (according  to  the  arbitrary  distinctions  made  by  authors) 
from  three  di:^tinct  cutaneous  affections — erythema  nodosum,  erythema  pa- 
pulatum,  and  herpes.  The  patient  was  healthy,  but  had  a  delicate  skin.  It 
was  impossible,  he  said,  to  suppose  that  these  were  there  distinct  diseases, 
depending  on  distinct  causes  ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  were  iden- 
tical, the  character  of  the  eruptions  being  modified  by  the  intensity  of 
the  affection  and  the  peculiarity  of  the  tissue  in  which  they  occurred. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Daniel  Brackett,  who  recently  died  at  New- 
market, N.  H.  was  supposed  to  have  been  the  largest  man  in  the  world. 
His  weight  was  560  lbs.  He  was  nearly  si.\  feet  high,  and  measured 
seven  feet  and  ten  inches  round  the  body. — Mr.  Russell,  a  surgeon  of  St. 
Bartholomew's,  recently  lost  his  life  by  a  scratch  made  by  a  bone  of  a  body 
he  was  dissecting. — Dr.  Waters  Smith  goes  out  surgeon,  and  Dr.  Wil- 
liam ]M.  W^ood  passed  assistant  surjreon,  of  the  U.  S.  Ship  Independence, 
about  to  take  the  American  Minister  to  Russia. — Of  seven  convicts  sent 
to  Sing  Sing  Prison,  N.  V.,  in  March,  four  are  said  to  have  died  of  the 
jail  fever,  contracted  at  Bellevue. — The  annual  meeting  of  the  Boston 
Medical  Association,  was  held  at  the  College,  Mason  street,  on  Monday 
last.  May  1st,  at  4,  P.  M. — Dr.  Richard  Barnum,  of  Raleigh,  N.  C,  on 
an  indictment  for  poisoning  his  wife,  has  been  acquitted. — A  case  of 
smallpox  exists  in  New  Bedford. — Dr.  Chaplin,  Cambridgeport,  has 
opened  a  private  asylum  for  the  reception  of  lunatics. — Dr.  Dunglison's 
second  number  of  the  new  Journal  and  Library,  is  even  better  than  the 
first,  and  is  deserving  of  patronage. — Twenty  deaths  by  consumption 
were  reported  in  Philadelphia  last  week. — A  boy  having  fell  down  on  t}ie 
Boulevard  du  Teniple,  at  Paris,  with  apoplexy,  the  physician  who  was 
sent  for  excused  himself  by  saying  he  was  en  dishabille,  and  had  not   yet 


212  Medical  Advertisements. 

taken  his  dejeuner  a  la  foiirckette  ;  the  patient  expired  for  want  of  a  lancet. 
—  Smallpox  IS  making  dreadi'ul  destruction  in  some  of  the  West  India 
Islands. — The  iMedieal  College  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  held  its  annual  com- 
mencement on  the  "24th  of  March.  Six  students  were  graduated  doctors 
of  medicine. 

Died, — At  Fredonia,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  L.  VV.  Carj'l,  formerly  of  Boston. 

Whole  nunber  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  April  29    29.     Males,  15 — Females,  14. 

Consiiiuption,  2  — infantile,  1 — cancer,  2 — lung  fever,  5 — croup,  2 — quinsy,  J — tumor,  1 — marasmus, 
1 — old  age,  3 — typhus  fever,  2— apoplexy,  1 — intemperance,! — dropsy  on  the  chest,! — intermittent 
fever,  1 — suicide,  ! — teething,  ! — inllammation  of  the  brain,! — dropsy  on  the  brain,  1 — scrofula,  1 — 

filillhnrii     Q 


TO   PHYSICIANS. 

.\  PHTsiciAV  wishing  a  location  in  a  ple;isant  town   near  the  centre  of  VA'orcester  County,  Mass., 
where  he  can  command  a  large  business,  may  hear  of  one  by  inquiring,  personally,  or  by  letter  post- 
paid, at  this  ollice— the  present  occupant  wishing  to  leave  his  business,  on  account  of  ill  health. 
April  19— tf 

TO   iMEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

The  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  in  all  the  branches  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery.  A  suitable  room  will  be  provided,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  medical 
library,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  districts  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  tye 
and  Ear  Inrirmary,  ajid  of  attending  a  course  of  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye. 

A  reguhir  course  of  recitations  and  examinations  will  include  all  the  required  professional  works. 
Anatomical  instruction  and  private  dissection  will  form  a  prominent  part  in  tlie  study  of  the  pupils. 
For  further  iuformation,  apply  to  either  of  the  subscribers.  JOH.N  JEFFKlhS,  M.U. 

R.  VV.  HOOPER,  M.D. 
Franklin  Street,  JVoo.  9,  1836.  N16— tf  JOHN  H.  DIX,  M.U. 

RETREAT   FOR  INVALIDS. 

The  profession  is  respectfully  informed  that  Dr.  A.  H.  WiLatR  Im-  purchased  a  large  and  convenient 
house  in  the  pleasant  town  of  Groton,  Mass.,  likewise  suitable  cariiiiges,  horses,  saddles,  &c.,  for  the 
accommodation  of  nervous  invalids.  April  !2— 3t 

MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

THE  Subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  instruction  to  Medical  Students.  Oppor- 
tunities will  be  atfiirded  for  the  observation  of  diseases  and  their  treatment  in  one  of  the  Dispensa- 
ry Districts  and  at  the  House  of  Industry;  and  clinical  instruction  will  be  given  on  the  cases. 
Weekly  Lectures  and  Recitations  will  be  given  on  the  various  branches  of  Medical  Science,  and 
ample  opportunities  afforded  for  the  cultivation  of  Practical  Anatomy.  Special  attention  will  be  paid 
to  the  exploration  of  diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Lungs. 
Applications  may  be  made  to  either  of  the  Subscribers. 

MARSHALL  S.  PERRY,  M.D. 

AUGUSTUS  A.  GOULD,  .M.D. 
Nov.  30.  HEXRY  L  BOWDITCH,  M.D. 

HENRY  G.  WILEY,  M.D. 

VACCINE    VIRUS. 

Physicians  in  any  part  of  the  United  States  may  hereafter  be  furnished  with  pure  vaccine  virus,  by 
addressing  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal — inclosinir  uneduUar.  Letters  must 
be  post-paid,  or  Itiey  will  not  be  tiiken  from  the  Post  OHice.  The  virus  will  invariably  he  sent  by  the 
first  mail,  unless  some  other  mode  of  conveyance  is  directed.  Ten  charged  quills,  an  ample  quan- 
tity for  meeting  any  sudden  emergency,  and  certainly  sufficient  to  propagate  a  supply  from,  will  be 
securely  packed  in  a  letter.  The  gentleman  who  has  wnderlaken  to  keep  the  vims,  will  faithfully 
supply  that  which  is  p  isitively  genuine  and  recently  taken.  It  will  also  be  furnished  on  application 
atthe  Medical  Journal  office. 

TO   .MEDICAL   STUDENTS. 

H.  .\.  DEVVAR,  M.D.  intends  forming  a  class  for  the  study  of  Dentistry,  in  every  branch.  The  num- 
ber will  be  limited,  and  each  student  will  have  an  opportunity  of  becoming  practically  acquainted 
with  all  the  operations  and  mauipulatious  requisite.  Dr.  D.  has  provided  a  large  and  coniincdious 
work-room  for  their  exclusive  use.  I'urther  particulars  may  be  learned  bv  calling  on  Dr.  Dewar,  No. 
1  .MiiMtgomary  Place.  tf— 0<t.  19 

B'uLun,  Ur.l.  7,  lw:i;i. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
1>.  ON  VPP,  JR.  at  181  »Vashington  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  nil  communications 
mu-it  1)^;  a  1  Iressed,  /yn-ii-piiid.  It  is  also  published  in  .Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  containing  the  weekly 
nuai'iers  of  the  preceding  mouth,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.I).  Eilitor.— Price  .«:i,00  a 
VPir  in  advance.  ■?3..i0  after  three  months,  and  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year. — Agents  allowed 
every  seventh  copv  ^ratii. — Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
saiisfactu/y  reference. — Postage  the  same  as  fur  a  newspaper. 
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FISKE  FUND  PRIZE   DISSERTATIONS  OF  THE  RHODE  ISLAND   MEDI- 
CAL   SOCIETY— NO.  II. 

BY    DAVID    KING,    JR.,    M.D.    NEWPORT. 

[Communicated  for  tl)e  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Fiske  Fund  Trustees,  held  at  Providence,  li. 
].,  on  the  6th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1836,  it  was  decided  that  the  Disser- 
tation bearing  the  motto,  "  Opinioniim  Commenta  delet  dies,Naiuraju- 
dicia  confirmat,^^  and  which,  on  breaking  the  seal  of  the  accompanying 
letter,  was  fuvind  to  be  written  by  David  King,  Jr.,  M.D.,  of  JNewport, 
was  entitled  to  the  premium  of  forty  dollars  offered  for  the  best  Disser- 
tation on  the  question,  "What  are  the  causes  and  nature  of  Purpura 
Haemorrhagica,  and  the  best  mode  of  treatment  to  be  employed  therein?" 
In  awarding  the  premium  to  this  Dissertation,  neither  the  Trustees  nor 
the  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society  hold  themselves  responsible  for  the 
doctrines  herein  inculcated,  treatment  recommended,  or  opinions  advanced. 

Charles  E.   Eldridge, 
Signed,  Samuel  West, 

William  G.  Shaw. 

"  What  are  the  causes  and  nature  of  Purpura  Hemorrhagica,  and 
the  best  mode  of  treatment  to  be  employed  therein  ?" 

The  history  of  Purpura  Haemorrhagica,  cannot  be  traced  back  to  a 
remote  antiquity.  Willan*and  Batemanf  have  exiiibited  much  learning 
in  regard  to  tiie  descriptions  of  it,  by  tiie  most  distiui^uislied  writers  of 
the  16th,  17th,  and  18th  centuries.  From  its  first  notice  by  Amatus 
Lusitanus,  in  1550,  who  described  it  under  the  denomination  of  "  Mor- 
bus Pulicaris  sine  febre,"  to  the  time  of  Willan,  who  designated  it  by 
the  term  "  Purpura  Haemorrhagica,''  the  disease  was  noticed  by  writers 
under  a  variety  of  names.  In  the  north  of  Europe,  and  Great  Britain, 
where  the  scurvy  prevailed,  very  generally,  it  was  considered  under  the 
title  of  Scorbutus.  Sydenham,  Eugalenus  and  Lister,  according  to  Wil- 
lan, describe  purpura  haemorrhagica  under  the  name  of  scorbutus.  Ri- 
verius  records  cases  of  this  disease,  in  his  Centuries,  under  the   head  of 

*  On  Cutaneous  Diseases,  by  Robert  Willan,  M.D.  F.A.S.  Philadelphia  edition,  1809,  vol.  1,  pp.  345. 
t  Practical  Synopsis  of  Cutaneous  Diseases,  by  'Jhomas  Bateman,  M.D.  F.L.S.    Philadelphia  edi- 
tion, 1818,  pp.  106. 
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malignant  fever.  Ron)!)er2;ii]s  and  Graaf  treated  of  it  under  the  appella- 
tion of  "  Petechiae  sine  Febre  ;"  Rayniann  under  that- of  "  Petecliiae 
tnendaces  ;"  Sauvasie  under  that  of  "  Stoniacace  universalis,"  and  Adair 
under  that  of  "  Haeaiorrhoea  petechialis." 

Nothin;^,  substantially,  practical,  in  relation  to  this  disease,  can  be 
drawn  fioni  the  imperfect  and  rude  sketches  of  its  phenomena,  previous 
to  the  time  of  \Villan.  The  works  of  Willaii,  Baieman,  Parry,  Rayer, 
and  Riett,  (ui'nisii  materials  for  a  history  of  its  sym|)tom?,  and  give  out 
hints,  which  may,  in  the  process  of  time,  lead  to  a  more  successful  in- 
vestigation of  the  agents  that  produce  it,  and  of  the  true  pathological 
conilition  in  which  its  nature  consists. 

Purpura  Hasmorrhagica  derives  its  name  from  the  two  leading  charac- 
teristics of  the  disease,  the  purple  spots,  consisting  of  sanguineous  extra- 
vasations in  the  skin,  or  in  the  subcutaneous  cellular  tissue,  and  the 
haemorrhages,  which  most  generally  occur   from  the  mucous  membranes. 

The  spots  which  appear  on  the  skin,  in  purpura  haemorrhagica,  are  di- 
vided by  Rayer*  into  petechia?  and  ecchymoses.  The  petechias  are  of 
a  circular  form,  and  of  the  size  of  large  fleabites,  from  half  a  line  to  a 
line  and  a  half  in  diaiTiCter.  The  ecchymoses  are  irregular  patches, 
formed  by  the  coalescence  of  many  petechial  s|)ots.  When  large  they 
are,  properly,  compared  to  marks  pioduced  on  the  skin  by  external  vio- 
lence, as  frou)  blows,  or  the  strokes  of  a  whip.  The  petechiae  and  ec- 
chymoses consist  in  the  spontaneous  effusion  of  blood,  sometimes  under 
the  cuticle,  sometimes  in  the  superficial  layers  of  the  dermoid  tissue,  and 
sometii:ies  in  the  subcutaneous  cellular  tissue.  Hence  arises  one  of  the 
distinguishing  characters  of  the  ]ietechiae,  the  persistence  of  their  color 
under  pressure.  The  cuticle  over  the  spots  has  been  observed  by  VVil- 
lan  and  Bateman  to  be  smooth  and  shining,  and  often  so  delicate  as  to 
be  ruptured  by  the  slightest  scratch,  or  pressure.  This  is  more  easily 
ruptured  on  the  mucous  membranes,  owing  to  the  extremely  delicate 
texture  of  its  epithelium.  In  some  cases  the  cuticle  is  elevated  in  the 
form  of  vesicles  filled  with  blood,  as  noticed  by  Willan,  Riel,  Bateman 
and  Biett. 

The  petechiae  and  ecchymoses,  in  pur[)ura  hemorrhagica,  appear  first 
on  the  legs  ;  then  on  the  thighs  and  arms  ;  the  trunk,  neck  and  face, 
according  to  Rayer,  are  more  rarely  affected  by  them.  Biett  has  occa- 
sionally noticed  them  on  the  eyelids. j-  "•  Sometimes  tliey  are  uniforu)ly 
distributed  over  the  body,  and  sometimes  in  irrei^ular  patches. "J 

The  color  of  the  pctechite  is  at  fiist  of  a  bright  red,  afterwards  pur- 
ple, or  livid,  and  when  about  to  disappear  of  a  yellowish  or  browiii?!! 
liue.  Willau  has  remarked,  that  the  spots  are  largest  and  most  vivid  in 
the  eveninix,  or  night  ;  during  the  day,  they  are  smaller  and  of  a  yellow- 
ish hue.  They  usually  continue  to  increase  in  number  for  the  space  of 
10,  15,  or  20  days.<§>  "  JMany  of  the  patches  disappear  in  a  week  or 
two,  whilst  fresh  ones  appear  in  other  places."     The   skin   in   the  early 

*  Tr.iite  Tlidoriquc  et  Pratique  dcs  Malailics  de  la  Peaii,  ronde  siir  de  Noiivellcs  Reclierclies  d'Anato- 
mie  et  de  Physiologie  PaUiologiques.  Par  P.  Kayer.  A  Paris,  1B27.  Toiiie  second,  pp.  158.  Art. 
H^niaceliiiose. 

t  Clinical  Lectures  of  ISiett,  Physician  to  Hospital  Pt.  Louis,  Paris.     By  Cazonavc  and  Pliedcl. 

X  Willau.  $  Rayer. 
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stages  of  the  disease  preserves  its  natural  sensibility  and  color,  in  the  in- 
tervals between  the  peiechifE  and  ecch}inoscs,  whether  cutaneous  or  sub- 
cutaneous. When  the  disease  has  conliiuicd  for  some  time,  it  acquires  a 
yellowish  tinae.  As  the  color  of  the  petechias  and  ccchyrnoses  varies 
with  the  time  from  their  first  appearance,  you  perceive  on  the  skin,  at 
the  same  titne,  various  colored  spots,  some  of  a  briglit  red  appearance, 
others  purple  or  livid,  others  of  a  brownish  or  yellowish  hue. 

The  disposition  to  eliusion  of  blood,  manifested  in  the  skin,  and  in 
the  subcutaneous  cellular  tissue,  extends  to  the  different  mucous  mem- 
branes, produclnc,  in  iheir  substance  petechije  and  ecchymoses,  or  upon 
their  surfaces  hienjorrhages.  Thus  ecchymoses  are  seen  upon  the  gums, 
the  palate,  the  tonsils,  ilie  interior  of  the  mouth,  and  lips.  The  tongue 
is  sometimes  covered  with  ecchymoses,  and  engorged  with  blood  so  as 
to  be  double  its  normal  size.  Haemorrhage  has  been  known  to  arise 
from  the  mucous  membrane  lining  the  nostrils,  lauces  and  gums  ;  the  in- 
side of  the  lips,  cheeks,  and  eyelids;  from  the  tongue,  bronchiie,  stomach, 
intestines,  uterus  and  vagina  ;  from  the  kidneys,  bladder  and  urethra. 
Of  these  hemorrhages,  epistaxis  is  most  frequent  in  children,  uterine 
haemorrhage  in  women,  and  pulmonary  and  intestinal  haemorrhages  in 
adults.* 

Tlie  serous  membranes  are  sometimes  the  seal  of  sanguineous  effusion. 
Thus  Cazenave  alludes  to  a  case,  where  an  effusion  of  blood  took 
place  from  the  cerebral  araclinoid  membrane.  Ecchymoses  frequently 
occur  beneath  the  mucous  and  serous  nieinbranes,  and  in  the  parenchy- 
matous structure  of  differejit  organs. 

The  hemorrhages  fiom  the  mucous  membranes  may  precede,  accom- 
pany or  follow  the  appearance  of  petechise  and  ecchymoses  on  the  skin. 
They  occur  at  intervals  more  or  less  remote  ;  sometimes  being  periodi- 
cal, taking  place,  perha|)s,  at  a  particular  hotn- every  day  ;  and  sometimes 
there  is  a  slow  and  constant  exhalation  of  blood. 

Tlie  local  symptoms  of  purpura  hasmorrhagica  sometimes  manifest 
themselves  without  previous  constitutional  disturbance.  Dr.  Bielt  re- 
lates, in  his  lectures,  the  case  of  a  young  man,  who  went  to  bed  in  per- 
fect health,  and  on  the  succeeding  day  his  skin  was  covered  with  ecchy- 
moses, and  blood  issued  in  quantities  from  his  mouth  and  nostrils.  This 
form  of  purpura  hcemorrhagica  is  the  true  "  Apyretique  Hemacelinose  " 
described  by  Rayer.  "  It  may  be  preceded  by  epistaxis,  haematemesis, 
haemoptysis,  or  other  haemorrhages  from  the  mucous  membranes.  The 
petechia  and  ecchymoses  manifest  themselves  upon  the  surface  of  the 
body  without  heat  or  pain.  Children  continue  their  plays,  and  adults 
engage  in  their  habitual  pursuits.  The  pulse,  respiration  and  digestion, 
the  secretions  and  excretions,  are  natural.  The  intellectual  faculties  are 
exercised  as  in  health.  The  exploring  of  the  thorax  by  the  stethoscope 
and  the  examination  of  the  abdomen,  discover  no  alteration  in  the  or- 
gans contained  within  these  cavities." 

In  general,  however,  according  to  the  experience  of  Bateman  and 
Parry,  febrile  syn)ptoms  precede  the  appearance  of  the  purpurine  spots, 
and  accompany  the  disposition  to  haemorrhagic  action. 

*  Rayer. 
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Thus,  before  the  occurrence  of  the  local  syinptoms,  there  is  languor,  de- 
pression of  spirits,  and  loss  of  eneryy  in  the  muscles  of  voluntary  mo- 
tion. FiKcrucialin^;  pains  in  the  limbs,  aiul  great  tenderness  and  irrita- 
bility of  the  surface,  sometimes  imujediaiely  precede  the  appearance  of 
petechia?  and  ecchymoses.  A  morbid  state  of  the  circulating  and  respi- 
ratory systems,  with  general  derangement  of  the  secretions  and  excre- 
tions, is  observed  in  most  cases.  'The  pulse  varies  according  to  the  en- 
ergy of  the  system,  and  the  period  of  the  disease.  Recorded  cases 
show  it  to  be  sometimes  feeble  and  excited,  sometimes  slow  and  labor- 
ing, sometimes  frequent,  firm  and  resisting. 

The  prominent  symptoms  are  seated  sometimes  in  the  lungs,  attended 
with  pain,  dyspnoea,  and  cough.  Sometimes  the  heart  is  nriore  particu- 
larly affected,  attended  with  frequent  syncope  ;  sometimes  the  abdomi- 
nal viscera,  especially  the  liver,  characterized  by  deep-seated  pains  in 
the  precordia  and  abdomen,  tension  and  tenderness  of  the  epigastrium 
and  hypochondria,  with  intestinal  derangement.  In  other  cases  the 
brain  is  the  prominent  point  of  congestion. 

"  When  tlie  disease  has  continued  some  time,  the  patient  becomes  sal- 
low, or  of  a  dirty  complexion,  and  much  emaciated,  and  some  degree  of 
oedema  appears  in  the  lower  extremities,  which  afterwards  extends  to 
other  parts." 

Pm|)ura  hcemorrhagica  has  no  regular  duration.  It  continued  from  14 
days  to  12  months  and  upwards  in  the  cases  which  came  under  the  ob- 
servation of  Dr.  Willan.  The  duration  of  the  disease  depends  much 
on  the  state  of  the  constitution,  the  degree  of  haeinorrhagic  action,  and 
the  tissue  or  organ  upon  which  it  may  concentrate  its  force.  Thus 
wheie  there  is  no  constitutional  disturl^ance,  it  may  remain  for  years. 
Bateinan  alludes  to  a  case  related  by  Dr.  Duncan,  "  which  occurred  in  a 
boy,  who  was  employed  for  several  years  by  players  to  carry  their  sticks, 
and  whose  skin  was  constantly  covered  with  peiechife,  and  exhibited  vi- 
bices  and  purple  blotches,  wherever  he  received  the  slightest  blow." 
He  continued  thus  for  years,  in  apparent  good  health,  till  a  profuse  pul- 
monary haemorrhage  caused  his  death.  Profuse  haemorrhages  sometimes 
contribute  to  a  restoration  of  health  ;  but,  most  generally,  to  a  fatal  ter- 
mination. Bateman  mentions  one  casein  which  severe  catamenial  flood- 
ing restored  the  patient  to  health,  but  he  alludes  to  many  cases  in  which 
profuse  pulmonary  haemorrhage  produced  death.  An  eftlision  of  blood 
over  the  glottis,  by  obstructing  respiration,  caused  the  death  of  the  pa- 
tient in  a  case  related  by  M.  G.  IMonod.*  A  fatal  etTnsion  of  blood  up- 
on the  brain  is  recorded  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Medico-Chirurgical 
Society  of  Edinburgh.  In  general,  a  fatal  termination  occurs  in  the 
manner  described  by  Raver.  The  haemorrhages  become  more  frequent 
and  copious,  the  blood  more  and  more  serous,  the  petechiae  and  ecchy- 
moses more  numerous,  and  of  a  deep-brown  color.  The  face  acquires 
a  cachectic  pallor,  and  the  surface  of  the  body  a  livid  or  yellow  tinge. 
The  blood  retires  from  the  extremities,  convulsions  supervene,  and  death 
soon  follows. 

Causes  of  Purpura  Hemorrhagica. — This  disease   occurs  at  every 
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period  of  life,  and  in  persons  of  varion«  constitutions.  The  liaemorrlia2,ic 
tendency  seems  in  some  cases  to  he  constitutional  ;  depending:,  j)roba- 
bly,  on  some  peculiarity  of  texture  in  the  organic  nerves,  increasing  the 
excitability  of  the  capillary  ami  exha!ent  systems.  Rayer  has  found  it 
to  prevail,  at  Paris,  chielly  among  children  of  feeble  constitution,  pooily 
fed,  and  inhabiting  low  and  damp  places,  and  among  females  of  nervous 
temperament  and  of  sedentary  habits,  subjected  to  the  influence  of  the 
depressini;  })assions,  or  enleebled  by  acute  or  chronic  diseases.  "  It  has 
sometimes  occurred  as  a  sequela  of  smallpox  and  of  measles,  and  sonie- 
limes  in  the  third  or  fourth  week  of  puerperal  confinement."*  Suppres- 
sion of  habitual  discharges,  particidarly  the  hr:;morrhoidal,  is  noticed  by 
Dr.  Stokerf  as  an  exciting- cause  of  the  disease.  Baleman  and  i\Jac- 
bridej  have  noticed  it  as  a  consequence  of  the  action  of  mercury  upon 
the  system.  It  is,  probably,  produced  by  impure  air  and  improper  food, 
in  the  crowded  receptacles  of  poverty  and  wretchedness  in  our  large 
cities.  Dr.  Graves'^*  says  it  is  frequently  produced  among  the  lower 
classes  of  Dublin,  by  a  salt  diet.  Huxham  has  recorded,  in  the  Philoso- 
phical Transaciions.il  a  singular  instance  of  purpura  hcemorrhagica  pro- 
duced by  drinkiu'j  sea- water.  We  take  the  narration  of  this  case  from 
Percival's  works. 1l 

"  A  young  lady,  aged  16,  tall,  thin,  and  of  a  delicate  constitution, 
tliough  in  tolerable  good  health,  was  advised  to  use  sea-water,  on  account 
of  a  strumous  swelling  and  inflammation  of  her  upper  lip.  She  draid<  a 
pint  of  it  every  morning  for  ten  days  successively,  which  did  not  pass 
off  freely  by  the  usual  evacuations.  At  the  end  of  this  period,  she  was 
suddenly  seized  with  a  profuse  discharge  of  the  catamenia,  was  perpetually 
spitting  blood  from  the  gums,  and  had  innumerable  petechial  spots  on  dif- 
ferent parts  of  her  body.  Her  pulse  was  quick,  tliough  fidl  ;  her  face 
pale  and  somewhat  bloated  ;  and  her  flesh  soft  and  tender.  She  was 
often  faint,  but  soon  recovered  her  spirits.  The  flux  from  the  uterus  at 
leagth  abated  ;  but  that  iVom  the  gums  increased  to  such  a  degree,  that 
her  apothecary  took  a  little  blood  ("rom  her  arm.  From  the  orifice  blood 
continually  oozed  for  several  days.  At  last  a  haemorrhage  from  the  nose 
came  on,  attended  with  frequent  faintings,  in  one  of  which  she  at  length 
expired,  choked,  as  it  were,  with  her  own  blood.  Before  she  died,  her 
right  arm  was  mortified  from  the  elbow  to  the  wrist.  And  it  is  further 
to  be  remarked,  that  though  blood  let  from  her  some  weeks  before  she 
began  the  use  of  sea-water,  was  sufficiently  dense,  yet  that  drawn  in  her 
last  sickness  was  mere  putrid  and  dissolved  gore." 

The  predisposing  and  exciting  causes  of  this  disease  cannot  always  be 
satisfactorily  explained,  especially  when  it  occurs  in  the  midst  of  appa- 
rent health,  and  in  persons  enjoying  the  benefit  of  pure  air,  and  every 
advantage  of  fortune  and  luxury. 

Pathology. — The  pathology  of  this  disease  is  the  most  important,  as 

♦  Bateman.  t  Patholocical  Oh^servations  on  Drop=y,  Purpura  and  Influenza,  and  the  morbid 
chances  of  the  b\ood,  and  tlieir  inriuence  in  tlic  production  and  cause  of  Uie-;e  diseases,  illustrated 
by  SHlect  cases  and  dissectiriiis.     Uy  Wni.  Stoker.    ,M.D.  Duliljri,  |.-*34.       Part  1st. 

t  Experifnental  Rssays.  Medical  and  Pliilosopliical.     Rv  David  Machride.      London.  17(17.     Pp.  LIS. 

$  nuhlin  Journal.  ||  Vol.  53.  p.  0.  1[  Kss  lys.  Medical  and  Experiiueiital,  by  Thomas  Percival, 
M.D.  F.R.S.  et  S.A.     London,  1783.     Vol.  2,  pp.  118. 
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well  as  the  most  obscure  subject  of  consideralion.  No  satisfactory 
explanation  of  its  patliology  has  been  offered  to  the  medical  world.  Its 
external  si2;n«  have  not  been  truly  interpreted.  Tlie  invariable  morbid 
condition  of  the  system,  or  part  of  the  system,  which  gives  rise  to  the 
phenomena  of  the  disease,  has  not  been  accurately  ascertained  by 
pathologists. 

The  proximate  cause  of  this  disease  has  been  variously  explained  by 
different  authors.  Y)\'.  Duncan.  Jr.*  has  ascribed  it  to  the  following  cir- 
cumstances. "  1st.  Increased  tenuity  of  blood,  allowing  it  to  escape  hom 
the  superficial  extremities  of  the  minute  arteries.  2d.  Dilatation  of  the 
mouths  of  those  arteries  allowing  natural  blood  to  escape.  3d.  Tender- 
ness of  the  coats  of  the  minute  vessels,  which  give  way  from  the  ordina- 
ry impetus  of  the  blood,  4th.  Increased  impetus  of  the  blood  rujitur- 
ing  healthy  vessels.  5lh.  Obstructions  in  the  vessels  causing  ruptme, 
with  natural  impetus,  and  without  increased  tenderness.  6th.  Two  or 
more  of  these  causes  may  act  simultaneously,  or  successively." 

Dr.  Breef  attributes  j)urpura  to  compression  of  the  brain,  uhich  by 
diminishing  the  energies  of  the  nervous  system,  deprives  the  exhalent 
vessels  of  their  contractile  power.  To  substantiate  his  doctrine,  he  ad- 
duces cases  in  which  petechiae  and  ecchymoses  upon  tlie  skin  occurred  in 
connection  with  apoplexy  and  paralysis,  and  in  which  the  symptoms  of 
purpura  were  removed  by  the  antiphlogistic  treatment,  which  relieved  the 
brain  from  compression. 

Mr.  PlumbeJ  considers  it  as  resulting  from  tenderness  of  the  superfi- 
cial vessels,  caused  by  congestion  in  the  hepatic  and  gastric  circulation, 
and  the  consequent  interruption  of  the  process  of  nutrition. 

Dr.  Stoker'§>  ascribes  the  orii!;in  of  the  disease  to  an  imperfect  and 
irregular  sanguification,  the  blood  not  undergoing  its  salutary  and  accus- 
tomed changes  in  the  puhnonary  and  hepatic  systems.  The  morbid 
condition  of  the  blood,  he  thinks,  is  the  cause  of  the  general  oppression, 
the  dyspncea,  the  articular  pains,  the  oppressed  pulse,  the  congestion  in 
the  portal  circle,  which,  often,  accompany  this  disease.  The  observa- 
tions of  Dr.  Stoker,  in  relation  to  this  disease,  though  mingled  with 
many  of  the  exploded  notions  of  the  humoral  pathology,  are  enriched 
with  many  practical  suggestions,  in  regard  to  the  pathological  states  of 
the  system,  and  the  therapeutical  measures  most  proper  to  counteract 
them. 

IM'Jntosh  thinks  that  it  may  be  owing  to  a  primary  affection  of  the 
lungs,  causing  "  general  functional  derangement  of  many  organs,  which 
at  last  produces  a  great  change  upon  the  blood."  "  Since  my  attention 
became  directed  to  the  inve5lia;ation  of  the  probable  causes  of  petechias, 
I  have  not  in  one  instance  Aiiled  in  detecting  disease  of  the  lungs,  and 
particularly  of  the  mucous  membrane,  by  auscultation  ;  and  the  obser- 
vations, so  made,  have  been  confirmed  u|)on  examination  after  death." 
In  one  rapidly  fatal  case  of  purjuira'  ha^morrhagica,  he  detected  the  rale 
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crepitant  in  some  pnrts  of  the  chest,  and  the  rale  miicetix  in  otliers. 
Rayei,  however,  observes,  that,  in  tlie  siniplest  forin  of  purpura,  the 
true  '•  apyrv'tifjue  heniaci'iinose,"  both  auscuhation  and  percussion  fail 
to  detect  any  disease  of  the  luti'zs.  Tliis  practical  hint  thrown  out  by 
M'iritosh,  deserves  the  consideration  of  jjatholoj^ists. 

(To  be  contiinieil.) 


ON  THE  LANCING  OF  INFANTS'  GUMS. 

This  is  a  point  in  which  almost  all  medical  men  disagree,  and  on  which 
dentists  are  often  called  upon  to  give  an  opinion,  and  to  operate.  If  we 
were  to  refer  to  public  opinion,  to  form  a  judgment  as  to  tlie  i)ropriety  of 
perforunng  ihis  operation,  we  should  find,  that  some  mothers  consider 
the  lives  of  tlieir  children  owing  to  its  having  been  performed,  while 
others  equally  deplore  the  bad  practice  that  was  adopted  in  their  case, 
as  giving  unnecessary  pain,  and  retaiding  the  appearance  of  the  teeth. 
That  they  both  are  right,  anil  both  are  wrong,  is  what  we  shall  endeavor 
to  exjilain. 

Those  who  have  been  a  witness  to  the  convulsions  of  a  child,  and  to 
the  instantaneous  relief  afforded  by  tiiis  operation,  will  have  some  diffi- 
culty in  not  believing  it  to  be  infallible  ;  but  as  the  most  powerful  poi- 
sons are  the  most  efficacious  remedies  in  the  hands  of  a  skilful  person, 
so  the  lancet  is  most  beneficial  when  judiciously  used,  but  most  perni- 
cious if  improperly  so.  The  more  easily  to  understand  this,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  return  to  tb.e  process  of  teething. 

It  will  be  recollected  we  stated,  that  the  teeth  were  situated  beneath 
the  gutns  in  each  jaw,  and  that  it  was  the  pressure  of  the  edge  of  the 
tooth  on  the  internal  p^art  of  the  gum  that  caused  the  irritation  and  pain; 
now  the  depth  the  tooth  has  to  perforate  being  considerable,  it  stands  to 
reason  that  if  the  gums  are  lanced  at  the  first  period  of  inflammation, 
they  will  reclose,  and  as  often  as  the  irritation  returns,  the  operation 
must  be  repeated  ;  besides  which,  the  f^ums  will  become  harder  each 
time  they  reunite,  which  will  render  it  still  more  difficidt  for  the  tooth  to 
pierce  them.  The  impro|)riety,  therefore,  of  performing  it  at  this  period 
must  be  evident,  and  will  account  for  the  had  practice  complained  of. 
But,  when  the  teeth  are  sufficiently  advanced,  so  as  to  show  their  pre- 
sence by  a  white  mark,  caused  by  their  pressure  on  the  internal  part  of 
the  gums,  then  the  lancet  may,  nay,  ought  to  be  used  without  delay  ; 
for  the  gums  cannot  again  completely  reclose,  and  the  tooth  comes 
through  without  giving  any  more  pain. 

In  all  other  cases,  the  lancet  shoidd  only  be  used  when  all  other  efforts 
have  failed.  But  if,  notwithstanding  all  our  endeavors,  the  inflamma- 
tion and  irritation  continue  and  cause  excessive  fever,  and  frequent  re- 
turns of  the  convulsions  are  apprehended,  it  must  then  be  left  to  the 
sagacity  of  the  medical  attendant  when  he  ought  to  lance  the  gums  ;  and 
vve  have  only  in  these  cases  to  recommend  that  the  wound  may  be  as 
deep  as  possible,  and  directly  over  the  teeth  that  are  supposed  to  cause 
the  pain. 
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Relief  should  be  afforded,  at  the  first  period  of  irritation,  by  giving  the 
child  something  to  bite.  All  authors  recommend  the  finger  as  the  best 
thing,  because  the  child  will  keep  it  when  it  refuses  everything  else  ; 
but  the  finger  cannot  always  be  given;  above  all,  when  some  of  the 
teeth  have  piercerl  the  gums.  A  piece  of  India  rubber,  the  form  of  a 
finger,  is,  without  exception,  the  safest  and  most  beneficial  ;  since,  from 
its  elastic  nature,  it  cannot  harden  the  gums  nor  splinter  the  teeth,  which 
coral,  ivory  and  gold  are  apt  to  do  ;  and  yet  it  is  sufficiently  hard  to 
answer  the  proposed  end.  When  the  child  has  made  its  gums  sore 
from  biting  it  ;  for,  finding  nothing  hard  to  hurt  them,  ihey  will  bite  with 
all  their  niight,  tlie  India  rubber  may  be  dipped  in  a  little  honey  and 
water,  which  will  soothe  the  gums,  and  be  agreeable  to  the  child.  In 
cold  weather  it  will  be  necessary  to  dip  it  in  warm  water,  or  hold  it  be- 
fore the  fire  for  a  short  tinie,  for  cold  will  harden  it,  but  warmth  will  in- 
stantly restore  it  to  its  elasticity. 

Anodyne  necklaces — the  virtues  of  a  gold  ring — and  sundry  other 
specific  virtues  may  (icith  faith)  do  good  ;  hard  biscuits,  or  any  other 
ingredient  that  dissolves  in  the  mouth,  are  to  be  objected  to,  as  filling  un- 
necessarily the  stomach. 

It  sometimes  happens  that  children  are  born  with  one  or  more  teeth 
above  the  gums  ;  in  all  such  cases,  it  is  advisable  to  have  them  removed 
on  account  of  the  inconvenience  and  dangerous  consequences  that  may 
result  to  the  mother  by  their  being  kept.  Particular  note  should  be 
taken  of  this  circumstance, ^and  communicated  to  the  dentist  who  has  the 
charge  of  the  second  dentition,  otherwise  it  may  happen  (particularly 
at  school)  that  the  second  teeth  which  had  supplied  the  place  of  those 
extracted  at  birth   might    be   draw-n,  and  the  child  left  disfigured  for  life. 

When  the  four  fiont  teeth  of  each  jaw  have  made  their  appearance, 
children  seldom  sufi^er  much  pain  till  the  four  last  of  the  milk  teeth  be- 
gin to  push  forward  ;  they  are  the  canine,  or  more  generally  known  as 
the  eye-teeth,  from  a  supposed  connection  with  the  eye  ;  but  the  same 
observation  applies  to  them  as  to  the  other  cases  of  difficult  dentition  ; 
viz.  attention  to  the  general  state  of  the  body,  and  the  use  of  the  lancet, 
by  a  semi-circular  incision  made  under  the  point  of  the  tooth  when  suffi- 
ciently advanced. 

At  about  three  years  of  age,  the  whole  of  the  first  set  have  made 
their  a|)pearance,  and  are  composed  of  twenty  teeth,  ten  in  each  jaw. 
Children  now  suffer  nothing  from  the  progress  of  the  second  set  that  is 
going  on  under  the  gums.  They  sometimes  suffer  toothache  from  the 
first  teeth  decaying  before  the  others  are  ready  to  supply  their  place  ; 
this  is  owning,  in  a  great  measure,  to  a  want  of  cleanliness,  in  not  using 
a  tooth-brush.  We  must  here  notice  one  of  those  prejudices  which  it  is 
difficult  to  account  for,  viz.  the  obstinacy  with  which  some  mothers  re- 
fuse to  allow  their  children's  teeth  to  be  cleaned.  We  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  sayiuLS  that  as  soon  as  it  is  possible  to  make  the  child  open  its 
mouth,  the  teeth  it  may  have  ought  to  be  rubbed  ;  in  very  early  age,  a 
sponge  is  sufficient.  A  child  ought  to  be  taught  to  brush  his  teeth  as 
soon  as  he  is  taught  to  wash  his  hands  and  comb  his  hair.  As  to  the 
supposition  that  the  brush  will  wear  the  enamel  away,  it  might  be  argued 
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with  equal  truth  that  the  comb  will    wear  the   head  away. — Mortimer^ s 
Observations. 


OPIUxM. 

.  [Continued  from  page  101.] 

With  regard  to  the  toxicological  effects  of  opium,  we  find  that  it  is 
destructive  both  of  animal  and  vegetable  life.  Dr.  Marcet  has  informed 
us,  that  a  bean-plant  was  destroyed  in  a  day  and  a  half  by  a  solution  of 
opium.  Dr.  Monro  found,  as  far  back  as  the  year  1754,  that  a  solution 
of  opium  ap|)lied  even  to  the  skin  of  frogs,  rendered  them  uiotionless, 
and  killed  them.  Melier  was  struck  with  the  fact  of  the  death,  sudden- 
ly, of  leeches,  applied  to  the  body  of  a  child  who  had  been  poisoned 
by  too  strong  an  injection  of  poppy-heads. 

It  is  a  question  of  no  small  im|)ortance,  and  one  which  has  not  been 
altogether  satisfactorily  answered — Wliat  is  the  smallest  quantity  of 
opium  that  will  prove  fatal  ?  Jt  has  been  said  four  grains  of  solid  opium; 
and  the  best  authenticated  case  is  one  which  will  be  found  in  the  adniira- 
ble  work  on  poisons,  by  Dr.  Christison  ;  it  was  related  to  him  by  Dr. 
W.  Brown.  A  dose  of  four  grains  and  a  half  killed  an  adult — it  was 
combined  with  nine  grains  of  camphor.  The  man  took  the  opium  at 
seven  in  the  morning  for  a  cough,  at  nine  his  wife  found  him  in  a  deep 
sleep,  from  which  she  could  not  arouse  him.  Nothing  was  done  for  his 
lelief  till  three  in  the  afternoon,  when  Dr.  Brown  was  called  to  him,  and 
found  him  laboring  under  all  the  usual  symptoms  of  poisoning  by  opium, 
contracted  pupils  amongst  the  rest.  Deatli  ensued  in  an  hour,  notwith- 
standing the  active  employment  of  remedies.  A  case  of  fatal  narcotism 
has  lately  excited  a  good  deal  of  attention  amongst  the  medical  men  in 
Paris,  it  was  produced  by  twelve  drops  of  laudanum,  used  as  a  lave- 
ment, for  a  patient  under  the  care  of  M.  Rayer,  in  the  Hopital  de  la 
Chariie,  and  death  occurred  in  eighteen  hours.  It  has  been  said  by  Or- 
fila,  in  his  Toxicologie  Gtnerale,  lliat  opium  acts  more  energetically 
when  introduced  into  the  rectum  than  administered  by  the  stomach,  but 
certainly  such  a  result  from  so  minute  a  quantity  could  never  have  been 
foreseen.  Dr.  Christison  states,  that  he  has  given,  by  injection,  without 
producing  more  than  the  usual  somnolency,  two  drachms,  by  measure, 
of  laudanum.  In  examining  the  details  of  cases,  and  more  particularly 
in  lookinsi  through  the  vast  number  that  medical  men  have  very  judi- 
ciously sent  to  the  periodical  medical  journals,  I  am  quite  astonished  at 
the  largeness  of  the  doses  that  have  been  taken  by  suicides,  and  yet 
with  proper  care  they  have  recovered  from  their  poisonous  effects.  In 
one  of  the  German  journals  there  is  a  female  described  as  recovering  af- 
ter having  swallowed  no  less  a  quantity  than  eight  ounces  of  crude 
opium.  It  seems  to  me,  however,  that  the  poison  taken  in  tincture 
proves  fatal  in  much  smaller  doses  that  in  the  solid  form,  and  this  is 
probably  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  length  of  time  which  the  stomach 
must  take  to  dissolve  a  large  mass,  and  in  the  interim  some  of  the  synip- 
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toms  wliicli  excite  alarm  are  percej)tible,  and  remedial  agents  are  em- 
ployed ;  but  wliere  llie  tincture  has  been  taken  the  peculiar  sopor  may 
su|)ervene  within  twenty  minutes.  Much,  too,  will  always  dc'pend  on 
the  fidness  or  emptiness  of  the  siomach  ;  thus,  opium  taken  fasting  in 
the  morning,  will  produce  its  effects  much  more  japidly  and  certainly 
than  at  any  other  time  in  the  day  ;  and  afler  a  meal  it  is  very  likely  to 
be  vomited  back.  1  think,  from  all  that  I  have  been  able  to  collect,  that 
I  should  draw  the  conclusion,  tliat  two  drachms  of  tincture  of  opium 
might,  under  some  circumstances,  act  as  a  destroyer  of  life  tolerably 
quicklv  ;  still,  however,  I  sliould  well  weigh  all  the  circumstances  before 
I  should  believe  such  a  dose  of  properly-formed  tincture  to  have  proved 
fatal.  About  six  grains  of  solid  opium  could  not  be  taken  with  impunity 
by  those  unaccustomed  to  it.  Tliere  is  a  very  curious,  and  it  rnight 
prove  a  fatal  inistake,  in  one  of  the  editions  of  Buchan's  Domestic  J\ledi- 
cine  ;  the  invalid  is  there  cautioned  against  taking  too  large  a  dose  of 
laudanum,  and,  by  inadvertency,  instead  of  twenty-five  drops,  he  is  ad- 
vised never  to  lake  more  than  twenty-five  ounces. 

The  first  stage,  or  that  of  excitement,  after  the  administration  of  opium, 
1  have  shown  to  you  is  characterized  by  a  train  of  phenomena  which  do 
not  result  from  the  employment  of  any  other  drug  with  which  we  are 
acquainted  ;  so,  likewise,  is  the  last  stai^e,  or  that  of  collapse,  marked  by 
some  symptoms  which  more  particularly  distinguish  it.  There  is  a  deep 
sleep,  or,  as  it  is  termed,  sopor,  usually  attendant  upon  it,  which  forms  a 
diagnostic  feature,  and  which,  although  it  may  occasionally  be  found  to 
follow  upon  the  other  narcotics,  is  n^.ost  strikingly  characteristic  of  this 
powerful  juice.  There  is  an  overpowerinsj;  lethargic  state,  from  which 
you  may  for  a  moment  arouse  the  individual  into  apparent  sensibility  ; 
but  he  instantaneously  relapses  into  a  perfect  suspension  of  his  faculties. 
Delirium  very  rarely  occurs  ;  and  although  we  have  on  record  some 
cases  in  which  convulsions  were  present,  yet  they  may  be  considered  as 
very  unusual.  Almost  all  the  other  narcotic  poisons  aie  attended  by 
delirium  and  convulsions  as  the  ordinary  symptoms.  Conium,  or  hem- 
lock, exhibits  a  state  nearer  ap[)roaching  to  that  of  opium  than  the  other 
narcotics  ;  still,  coma  and  convulsions  are,  generally  speaking,  present. 
Where  henbane  or  hyoscyamus  has  been  taken,  that  union  between  co- 
ma and  delirium  whicli  is  called  typhomania,  is  observed.  Belladonna 
causes  delirium  and  coma  ;  the  delirium  is  often  of  an  agreeable  charac- 
ter, accompanied  by  uncontrollable  fits  of  laughter,  and  very  often  there 
is  no  sopor.  Datura  stramonium,  or  the  thorn  apple,  causes  maniacal 
delirium,  with  singing  and  dancing.  Nicotiana  tabacum,  or  tobacco,  ex- 
cites convulsions  and  universal  tremor.  iEthusa  cynapium,  or  dog's 
parsley,  is  marked  by  spasmodic  pain  of  the  stomach,  and  difliculty  of 
breathing;  aconitum  napellus,  or  monk's  hood,  by  maniacal  delirium; 
helleborus  nii,'er,  or  black  hellebore,  is  followed  by  delirium  and  high  irri- 
tation ;  and  the  fox-glove,  or  digitalis,  by  delirium  and  general  convul- 
sions ;  the  strychnos  nux  vomica  by  dreadful  agitation  and  alarm.  Ex- 
treme cold  produces  a  sopor,  and  an  irresistible  sleepiness,  that  has  an 
approximation  to  the  effects  of  opium,  more  nearly  than  any  of  the  nar- 
cotics 1  have   enumerated;  and  the  deleterious  fumes  arising;  from  burn- 
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ing  charcoal  cause  a  somewhat  similar  slate;  still  it  is  more  nearly  allierl 
to  asphyxia. 

Tl)e  other  symptoms  which  accompany  an  inordinate  quantity  of 
opium,  may  he  (bund  as  the  consequences  of  the;  naicotics  c^enerally, 
nor  do  they  afford  us  any  very  striking  dia!,mostic  marks.  They  like- 
wise vary  according  to  the  age,  the  sex,  the  hahits  of  the  patient,  and  to 
the  dose  that  has  been  taken.  Thus,  although  the  face  is  most  generally 
observed  to  bo  pale,  there  are  not  wanting  instances  in  which  it  is  de- 
scribed to  be  flushed.  In  some  cases  the  breathing  is  ajiparently  easy, 
and  almost  natural  ;  whibt  again,  in  others,  it  is  stertorous  and  perform- 
ed with  great  difficulty  ;  the  pulse  is  generally  feeble  and  irregular,  yet 
this  is  by  no  means  a  uniform  occurrence  ;  the  skin  is  cold,  shrunk,  and 
bedewed  with  a  clanmiy  sweat,  and  has  been  known,  occasionally,  to 
have  been  imbued  with  the  characteristic  odor  of  opium  ;  the  extremi- 
ties are  very  generally  cold  ;  the  eyes  are  closed,  and  on  lifting  the  eye- 
lid the  pupil  is  found  to  be  dilated,  and  insensible  to  the  stimulus  of. 
light.  Vomiting  occurs,  occasionally,  at  various  periods  after  opium  has 
been  taken.  Dr.  Crumpe,  whose  ardent  love  of  science,  and  whose 
anxious  investigation  of  truth  led  him  to  try  numerous  experiments, 
which  he  has  admirably  detailed  in  his  inquiries  into  the  nature  and  pro- 
perties of  opium,  tells  us  that  he  himself,  when  trying  experiments  on 
the  different  parts  of  opium,  often  vomited  up  what  a|)peared  to  him  the 
entire  quantity  of  the  medicine  he  had  taken,  after  its  having  affected 
him  in  a  very  violent  manner.  It  i?  very  singular  that  a  pill  of  ojiium, 
atlministered  at  night,  will  be  vomited  up  in  the  morning,  after  having 
produced  its  narcotic  effect.  This  is  an  observation  which  V^an  Swieten 
originally  made. 

Persons  who  outlive  twelve  hours  after  opium  has  been  taken,  very 
commonly  recover,  death  usually  occurring  about  eight  or  nine  bouts  af- 
ter tlie  dose,  though  there  are  instances  narrated  where  it  has  occurred 
within  four  hours.  The  symptoms  during  life  are  those,  first,  of  san- 
guineous acceleration  to  the  brain,  in  the  stage  of  excitement  ;  and, 
secondly,  of  reaction  in  the  stage  of  venous  retardation  ;  and  in  the 
third  stage  of  congestion,  and  where,  from  the  largeness  of  the  dose,  the 
two  first  states  are  too  transient  to  be  perceptible,  the  intensity  of  action 
upon  the  nervous  system  is  marked  only  by  the  fatal  impression  pro- 
duced, the  collapse  is  immediate.  Under  such  circumstances  the  indi- 
cations to  be  followed  are  to  remove  the  exciting  cause,  and  to  obviate 
the  proximate,  and  these  are  borne  out  by  the  appearances  which  pre- 
sent themselves  where  examinations  have  taken  place  after  death.  It  is 
not  within  the  scope  of  this  course  of  lectures  to  dwell  upon  that  which 
morbid  anatomy  must  illustrate  to  you,  but  as  it  is  a  most  important 
point  to  be  attended  to,  whether  as  regards  the  mode  of  action  of  opium 
upon  the  system,  or  the  treatment  which  is  to  be  pursued,  I  must  ob- 
serve to  you  that  the  vessels  of  the  brain  are  generally  turgid  w-ith  blood, 
that  sometimes  a  watery  fluid  has  been  exhaled  from  them  into  the  ven- 
tricles, and  that  throughout  the  cerebral  mass  there  is  every  mark  of 
sanguineous  engorgement.  Nor  must  I  pass  over  the  generally  observed 
fact,  that  the  blood  is  ordinarily  found  fluid  throughout  the  body. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS   OF   PULMONARY    CONSUMPTION* 

A  SECOND  edition  of  this  excellent  and  certainly  very  important  patho- 
logical treatise  on  the  bane  of  the  north — consumption,  a  sirocco  which 
sweeps  youth  and  beauty  at  all  seasons,  by  an  irresistil)le  impulse,  to  the 
grave — has  been  given  to  the  public  by  the  original  publisher,  Mr.  E.  C. 
Biddle,  of  Philadelphia. 

Others  may  have  written  as  learnedly  as  Dr.  Morton — certainly  more 
obscurely — but  no  one  has  been  more  successful,  in  this  country,  in  con- 
centratina;  facts  in  a  way  to  be  serviceable  to  the  profession,  upon  the  ex- 
clusive subject  of  pulmonary  diseases.  The  delicacy  of  the  respiratory 
apparatus,  and  the  extreme  difficulty  of  ascertaining  with  any  degree  of 
certainty  the  actual  condition  of  the  lungs,  when  functional  derangement 
exists,  render  a  practical  guide  like  this  of  peculiar  value  to  the  general 
practitioner.  Here,  in  ^Sew  England,  quackery  flourishes  in  perennial 
vigor — and  the  hobby  of  many  itinerants  is  consumption.  Concealed,  as 
the  breathing  organs  are,  beyond  the  reach  of  vulgar  eyes,  it  matters  not 
what  sort  of  treatment  is  pursued,  or  how  badly  they  are  managed  :  the 
fee  is  the  great  object,  and  not  the  cure.  It  is  a  mortifying  confession  to 
make  in  this  enliL'litened  age,  that  empirics  have  had  a  general  monopoly 
of  consumptive  patients,  at  the  very  doors  of  some  of  the  best  physicians 
in  this  section  of  country — not  always  because  they  have  been  consider- 
ed the  best  informed  of  the  two,  but  because  the  one  had  honesty  enough 
to  confess  his  inability  to  prescribe  with  any  degree  of  certainty.  The 
hit  or  miss  prescriptions,  on  the  other  hand,  of  those  who  never  knew 
enough  of  the  anatomical  construction  of  any  part  of  the  body  to  fear  to 
do  anything,  have  so  long  been  considered  the  evidence  of  intuitive  knowl- 
edge of  the  mysteries  of  organic  life,  that  they  have  had  an  uncontrolled 
sway  where  modest  merit  could  not  have  had  a  hearing. 

In  this  able  treatise,  there  is  such  precision,  such  manifest  exactness, 
and  in  fact  such  positive  rules  for  determining  the  signs  of  phthisis,  that 
the  book  must  grow  in  favor.  That  chapter  expressly  treating  of  the 
complication  of  consumption  with  other  disease,  gives  a  finish  to  the 
book,  and  without  it  there  would  have  been  a  striking  void.  It  is  desirable 
to  have  Dr.  INIorton's  investigations  extensively  circulated,  which  we 
hope  this  brief  notice  will   in  some  measure  have  a  tendency  to  efiect. 

It  is  not  our  intention  to  be  very  minute  in  the  descri|)tion  of  the  work, 
further  than  to  remark  that  it  is  a  beautifully  printed  octavo,  of  three 
hundred  and  thirty-nine  pages,  with  thirteen  colored  plates,  not  to  be  e.x- 
celled,  illustrative  of  diseased  appearances.  The  appendix,  which  is  of 
a  popular  character,  might  be  read  advantageously  by  any  intelligent  in- 

*  Illiistrationg  of  Pulmonary  Consumption,  its  analomica!  cliararters,  rauses,  synipfoms  and 
treatment,  to  whirli  are  added  some  remarks  on  the  climate  of  llie  United  Stales,  the  West  Indies, 
&c..  Willi  tliirteeri  pi  ites,  dr.iwti  and  colnred  from  nature.  Second  edition.  By  Samuel  George  iMorton, 
M.D.,  &.C.  &.C.     Philadelpiiia,  E.  C.  BiUdle.    8vo.  pages  339. 
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valid.  A  few,  only,  have  the  iiappy  faculty  of  writing  in  a  manner  to  be 
understood  and  appreciated  by  all  classes  of  readers  ;  Dr.  Morton  is 
evidently  one  of  them,  and  we  congratulate  hitn  on  the  certain  influence 
which  his  writings  are  destined  to  have  in  this  and  other  countries. 


PRACTICE   OF   MEDICINE    IN   SIAiW. 


Fro:\i  the  Journal  of  Dr.  Bradley,  a  missionary  physician,  located  at 
Bankok,  the  capital  of  Siam,  several  amusing  anecdotes,  illustrative  of 
the  character  of  medical  practice  in  that  country,  have  been  quoted. 

On  the  8th  of  January,  18.36,  Chowfah  sent  his  boat  to  Dr.  Bradley, 
desiring  him  to  visit  his  mother,  the  e,\-queen,  with  an  express  wish  that 
"he  should  be  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Bradley.  On  their  arrival  at  the  im- 
perial residence,  and  before  the  pieparations  were  completed  for  usher- 
ing the  doctor  into  the  mother's  presence,  theprince  amused  them  with  a 
singular  musical  performance.  It  was  exceedingly  sweet  and  spirit-stir- 
ring, although  the  pipes  of  the  organ,  for  such  the  instrument  a[)peared 
to  be,  resembled  more  a  bundle  of  bean  poles,  than  harmoniously  con- 
structed tubes.  All  things  being  ready,  a  favorite  female  servant  entered 
the  apartment,  and  falling  on  her  hands  and  knees,  announced  the  solemn 
message  to  the  royal  son,  that  the  queen  was  waiting.  JMrs.  Bradley 
and  her  husband,  in  passing  through  the  palace  grounds  to  reach  the  im- 
perial apartment,  noticed  a  multitude  of  females:  the  prince  walked  at  a 
very  respectful  distance  in  the  rear.  As  the  women  caught  si^ht  of  the 
great  man  ol  royal  line,  they  fell  on  their  faces  to  the  ground.  The  con- 
ductress labored  hard  to  impress  Dr.  B.  with  the  propriety  of  his  hum- 
bling himself  in  the  like  manner  when  he  came  into  the  royal  presence  ; 
but  he  insisted  upon  it,  that  as  it  was  not  an  American  custom,  he  should 
not  comply  with  the  request. 

Her  ex-majesty's  throne  was  surrounded  by  a  dozen  or  more  princes.s- 
es,  on  the  floor  in  front.  Dr.  B.  and  lady  w.ere  allowed  to  sit  a  little 
higher.  The  queen  not  yet  being  present,  a  princess  was  examined,  by 
request.  While  doing  this,  the  great  woman  entered  through  a  side 
door  and  took  her  seat.  Mrs.  B.  boldly  walked  up,  at  which  her  serene 
highness  frowned  most  terribly.  Being  asked  about  her  health,  she  an- 
swered, peevishly,  "  I  am  not  at  all  well,  I  want  to  see  the  doctor."  Dr. 
B.  took  the  liberty  of  leaving  the  princess,  on  hearing  this,  and  saluted 
her  majesty  as  he  would  a  woman  of  rank  in  any  country.  She  appeared 
rriueh  surprised  that  a  doctor,  whose  fame  had  been  trumpeted  abroad 
should  be  obliged  to  ask  questions  for  information  before  he  could  pro- 
nounce the  disease  and  prescribe  a  cure.  She  was  unprepared  for  this 
process  of  examining  into  symptoms,  as  the  Siamese  physicians  only  look 
at  the  patient,  and  at  once  decide  upon  all  points  touching  both  the  mala- 
dy and  the  remedy.  The  son  necessarily  acted  as  interpreter — but  in  so 
doing  approached  his  mother  in  couching  posture,  without  presumino-  to 
look  her  in  the  face.  "  I  ventured,"  says  Dr.  B.,  "  to  give  the  queen,  in 
plain  terms,  my  opinion  of  those  men  who  pretended  to  be  gifted  with  the 
intuitive  wisdom  she  had  expected  in  me.  I  told  her  that  those  who 
make  the  greatest  pretensions  to  such  power,  were  really  the  most  iirno- 
rant,  and  that  extreme  ignorance  always  fostered  the  basest  quackery. 
1  gave  her  a  little  account  of  American  and  European  physicians,  and 
told  her  that  the  best  informed  among  them  were  the  least  disposed  to 
make  any  pretensions  to  supernatural  wisdom  and  skill.     After  ascertain- 
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ing  her  complaints,  I  [)resc;iil)ed  for  lier.  She  inquired,  with  much  so- 
licitude, if  there  would  he  any  S|jiril  in  the  medicine.  On  heing  told 
there  would  not,  she  expressed  great  approbation,  with  a  strong  disap- 
probation of  everything  tliat  contains  Ion  (ardent  spirit).  She  asked 
many  questions  about  our  country  ;  how  long  we  were  •  coming  ;  how 
much  we  paid  for  our  passage,  and  how  long  we  intended  to  stay.  Hav- 
ing resnained  in  her  presence  nearly  an  hour,  we  took  our  leave  after 
American  fashion,  and  withdrew,  wiiile  her  highness,  her  royal  attend- 
ants and  scorf's  of  females,  slaves  and  children,  prostrate  at  the  door, 
gazed  upon  us  with  the  most  intense  curiosity.  The  sight  of  husband 
and  wife  walking  together,  and,  much  more,  arm  in  arm,  was  what  they 
had  never  before  seen,  and  was  most  strangely  diverse  from  Siamese 
custom." 

Dr.  Bradley's  patients,  at  the  last  advices,  had  become  so  numerous, 
that  he  had  a  lloating  dispensary  on  the  river.  Both  sides  of  the  river, 
from  six  to  eio;ht  miles  in  extent,  etnbraced  by  the  city  of  Bankok  and  its 
suburbs,  are  lined  with  floating  houses.  On  the  12th  of  February,  he 
wrote  a  hundred  and  twelve  prescriptions.  Among  his  patients,  are  many 
priests,  an  influential  and  crafty  body  of  men. 

On  the  seventh  of  April  he  was  sent  for  by  Chowpahyai  {great  lord  of 
heaven),  a  brother  of  the  king  and  one  of  the  chief  priests  of  the  king- 
dom. He  is  the  rightful  heir  to  the  throne,  which  was  usurped  fr(mi  him 
by  the  present  monarch.  He  took  upon  himself  a  vow  of  perpetual  re- 
tirement, that  he  might  be  spared  the  humiliation  of  bowing  down  to  one 
who  is  truly  his  inferior.  Tiiis  kingly  brother  is  the  one  who  permitted 
Capt.  Coffin,  a  few  years  ago,  to  bring  the  Siaujese  twins  to  Boston. 
Being  seated,  although  ail  others  vvere  standing  in  the  great  man's  pre- 
sence, "  I  found  him  much  diseased.  His  disease  is  denominated  ivind 
by  the  native  physicians.  It  had  been  treated  with  local  applications  and 
internal  medicines  of  a  heating  kind.  I  spent  considerable  time  to  con- 
vince the  patient  and  the  physicians  that  the  idea  of  wind  being  the  cause 
of  the  disease  was  all  humbug.  The  patient  and  his  brother  were  quick 
to  perceive  the  truth  of  my  assertions  by  my  illustrations,  and  then  labor- 
ed hard  to  bring  over  the  native  physicians  to  the  same  belief.  They, 
however,  were  not  ready  to  give  up  their  darling  notion,  which  is  the 
main  pillar  of  ail  their  theory."  When  Dr.  Bradley  had  taken  leave  of 
the  exalted  divine,  lie  was  conducted  to  a  little  brick  building,  about  12 
feet  square,  open  on  all  sides,  in  which  was  spread  a  little  table,  in  Ameri- 
can style,  loaded  with  a  variety  of  meats,  fruits,  and  cakes,  especially 
collected  on  his  account.  While  eating,  the  servants  of  various  grades 
gathered  about  in  crowds  to  witness  the  novel  process,  which  was  regard- 
ed in  the  light  of  an  extraordinary  exhibitir)n. 

April  27th,  l-y  appointment.  Dr.  Bradley  visited  the  king  of  I.igore. 
The  audience  room  in  which  he  was,  would  comfortabiy  seat  several  hun- 
dred perscms.  All  the  |)osts,  a  dozen  or  so  in  number,  were  thickly  stud- 
ded with  tumbler  lamps  ;  there  were  also  between  twenty  and  thirty  large 
European  hanging  lamps  in  the  same  apartment.  Having  been  accom- 
modated with  -flag-bottomed  chairs,  several  women,  supposed  to  be  his 
majesty's  wives,  were  admitted,  three  of  whom  sat  by  the  side  of  the 
king.  Tea  was  served,  of  the  choicest  kind,  cakes  and  macprangs,  a  kisid 
of  fruit  similar  to  the  plumb.  A  prince  royal  being  prescribed  for,  his 
majesty  followed  ;  and  a  princes.'',  a  daughter,  presented  her  wrist  for  ex- 
amination on  account  of  a  sli"ht  tumor.     A  dose  of  salts  was  meted  out 
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to  the  kinji,  l)Ut  on  tlio  following  clay,  when  Dr.  Brndlcy  called,  the  king 
said  ho  was  afraid  they  were  poison,  so  he  ordered  tlie  medicine  to  he 
taken  hy  a  stout  healthy  oiari,  in  his  presence — if  no  injury  came  from 
the  experiment,  he  intended  then   to  take  some  himself 

May  2d,  the  patienfrf  had  rnnltipiied  heyond  all  calculation.  Many 
came  from  Zuthia,  Sanikok,  Paklot  and  Packnam,  and  from  countries  to 
the  east  and  west — a  certain  evidence  of  the  extensive  reputation  of 
the  missionary,  whose  success  in  practice,  thus  far,  has  heen  particularly 
fortunate.  On  one  occasion,  the  king  of  Ligore  expressed  a  desire  to 
have  Dr.  Bradley  see  a  woman  of  high  rank  and  distinction,  in  company 
with  fifteen  or  twenty  of  the  royal  household  faculty.  The  case  was  a 
large  tumor  of  two  or  three  months  standing,  on  the  hack.  A  principal 
ohject  to  be  attained  in  this  consultation  seemed  to  be  to  constrain  tlie 
doctor  to  say  decidedly  wh(!ther  it  could  be  cured  or  not  ;  and  if  curable, 
to  specify  how  long  a  time  would  be  required  ;  but  as  he  could  answer 
neither  question,  positively,  his  counsel  appears  to  have  been  quite  un- 
satisfactory to  all  parties. 


liic   ucMiiinUliy    prepui  fu   M^tiKUMi   ui     un   xvsuim.    t-nriMiriiii,   ^ivrs   ri   iiiiin]i    lu 

the  osteologiital  department,  which  no  other  association  of  a  similar  kind 
in  New  Enj,land  can  boast  of  As  a  whole,  the  collection  is  thought  to 
be  superior  to  any  other  in  the  United  States. 


Mrdical  M'lsccllamj. — The  Boston  City  Government  have  conferred  on 
a  Committee  the  power  to  erect  a  hospital  for  idiots  and  insane  persons, 
for  the  Houses  of  Correction  and  Industry,  provided  the  cost  does  not 
e.xceed  5(ji30,000. — There  are  between  thirty  and  forty  physicians  in  the 
City  of  Chicago,  with  a  population  of  only  eight  thousand. — A  boy, 
twelve  years  of  age,  recently  died  in  Montreal,  of  hydrophobia,  in  dread- 
ful agony. — The  influenza  has  heen  unusually  prevalent  and  fatal  in 
some  parts  of  Kentucky  ;  at  Frankfort,  many  children  have  died. — M, 
Dureau  de  Carnalle,  Surgeon  in  Chief  of  the  French  Army  in  Algiers, 
has  comnmnicated  to  the  Institute  that  he  has  seen  a  beautifully  white 
woman,  the  wife  of  Sadi  Hamet,  who  came  from  the  interior  of  Africa, 
where,  it  is  believed,  a  race  of  whites  exist,  who  have  heretofore  been 
unknown  to  travellers. — Some  very  extraordinary  experiments  have  been 
making,  of  late,  on  a  female  snmnambule,  at  Cambridge. — Mons.  Poyen 
is  said  to  be  developing  new  facts  in  animal  magnetism  on  the  borders  of 
New  Hampshire. — The  Woodstock  Medical  School  is  well  sustained  the 
present  season. — Dr.  Brewer  has  made  an  improvement  in  his  celebrated 
pessary,  which  he  considers  of  great  value.  He  will  give  some  account 
of  it  soon. — The  use  of  Fancuil  Hall  has  been  granted  to  the  Mass. 
Medical  Society,  for  their  approaching  armiversary  meeting. — Mr.  V^ance, 
a  distinguished  surgeon,  has  recently  lost  his  life  in  England,  by  being 
thrown  over  the  banister  of  a  flight  of  stairs.  He  fell  to  the  l)ottorn,  and 
received  a  severe  injury  on  the  head,  which  ended  in  death  six  days 
after. — The  |)Uig".e  has  abated  at  Smyrna,  but  was  carrying  off  a  hundred 
a  day  at  Tripoli,  at  the  last  accounts. 
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To  Correspondents. — Dr.  Parker's  Case  of  Retained  Placenta,  Dr.  A-'sCase 
of  Poisoning  with  Lead,  and  Dr.  Pratiier's  Case  of  Disease  of  the  Eye,  were  re- 
ceived too  late  for  insertion  in  this  number. 

Died, — At  Keene,  N.  H.,  Dr.  Thomas  Edwards,  aged  80  years,  formerly  an  ex- 
tensive practitioner  of  medicine. — In  Norwich,  Ct.  Dr.  Philemon  Tracy,  aged  80. 


PROLAPSUS   UT£R[   CURED    BY   EXTERNAL   APPLICATION. 

DR.  A.  G.  Hi;L,L'6  U TCRO-ABUOMl.VAL  SUPPORTER  is  offered  to  those  alflicted  with  Prolapsvs 
C/£er(,  iiiiil  oilier  diseases  de[jending  upon  relaxation  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  as  an  instrument  in 
every  way  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  restoration  to  healtli.  When  this  instrument  is  care- 
fully and  properly  fitted  to  the  form  of  ihepalient,  it  invariably  affords  the  most  immediate  immunity, 
from  the  distressing"  dragging  and  bearing  down  "  sensations  which  accompany  nearly  all  visceral  dis- 
placements of  the  abdomen,  and  its  skilful  application  is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of 
radical  relief  from  the  patient  herself.  The  Supporter  is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by 
the  p'ltient  without  further  aid.  Within  the  last  two  years  700  of  the  Utero-Abdominal  Supporters 
have  been  applied  with  the  most  happy  results. 

The  very  great  success  which  this  instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its  examination 
by  the  Physician  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  pessary  hitherto  in  use.  It  is  gratifying  to 
state,  that  it  has  met  the  decided  approbation  of  every  member  of  the  Medical  Faculty  who  has  ap- 
plied it,  as  Well  as  every  patient  wiio  has  worn  it. 

The  Subscribers  having  been  appointed  agents  for  the  sale  of  the  above  instruments,  all  orders  ad- 
dressed to  them  will  be  promptly  attended  to.     Price,  SIO. 

Lowe  &  R^ed,  Boston  ;  David  Kimeall,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  ,  Joshua  Dl'Rgin,  Portland,  Jle., 
Joseph  Balch,  Jr.  Providence,  R.  1. ;  Elisha  Edwards,  Springfield,  Mass. ;  N.  S.  Worden, 
Bridgeport,  Conn.  Oct.  5— 6m 

TO   MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

The  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  in  all  the  branches  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery.  A  suitable  room  will  be  provided,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  medical 
library,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  districts  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  Eye 
and  Eir  Infirmary,  and  of  attending  a  course  of  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye. 

A  regular  course  of  recitations  and  examinations  will  include  all  the  required  professional  works. 
Anato.oical  instruction  and  private  dissection  will  form  a  prominent  part  In  the  study  of  the  pupils. 
For  further  information,  apply  to  either  of  the  subscribers.  JOHN  JEFFRIES,  M.D. 

E.  \V.  HOOPER,  M.D. 
Franldiii  Street,  J^ov.  9,  ie3G.  N16— tf  JOHX  H.  DIX,  M.D. 

RETREAT  FOR  INVALIDS. 

The  profession  is  respectfully  informed  that  Dr.  A.  H.  Wilder  has  purchased  a  large  and  convenient 
house  in  the  pleasant  town  of  (iroton,  Mass.,  likewise  suitable  carriages,  horses,  saddles,  <Stc.,  for  the 
accommodation  of  nervous  invalids.  April  12— 3t 

.    MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

THE  Subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  instruction  to  Medical  Students.  Oppor- 
tunities will  be  afforded  for  the  observation  of  diseases  and  their  treatment  in  one  of  the  Dispensa- 
ry Districts  and  at  the  House  of  Industry;  and  clinical  instriirtion  will  be  given  on  tlie  cases. 
Weekly  Lectures  and  Recitations  will  be  given  on  the  various  branches  of  .Medical  Science,  and 
anple  opiiortunities  afforded  for  the  cultivation  of  Practical  .\natoniy.  Special  attention  will  be  paid 
to  the  exploration  of  diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Lnnus. 
Aivlications  may  be  made  to  either  of  the  Subscribers. 

.MARSHALL  S.  PERRY,  M.D. 

AUGUSTUS  A.  GOULD,  .M.D. 
Xov.  30.  HE.VRY  L  BOWDITCH.  M.D. 

HENRY  G.  WILEY,  M.D. 

TO   MEDICAL   STUDENTS. 

H.  A.  DEWAR,  ^LD.  intends  forming  a  class  for  the  study  of  Dentistry,  in  every  branch.  The  num- 
ber ••vill  bs  limited,  and  each  student  will  have  an  opportunity  of  becoming  praitically  ac(|uainted 
with  all  the  operations  and  manipulations  reqiiislie.  Dr.  D.  has  provided  a  larce  and  conmicdious 
vvork-roon  for  th«ir  exclusive  use.  Further  particulars  may  be  learned  by  calling  on  Dr.  Dewar,  No. 
I  .Montgomery  I'lace.  tf— Oct.  19 

Boston,  Oct.  7,  1831). 


THE  BO.STOV  .MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOUR.VAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
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"  JJ^af  are  the  causes   and  nature  of  Purpura  Hemorrhagica,  and 

the  best  mode  of  treatment  to  be  employed  therein  ?" 

[Continued  from  page  219.] 

Bateman  has  pointed  to  some  local  visceral  congestion,  or  obstruction, 
as  a  probable  cause  of  the  disease.  This,  he  thinks,  is  in  some  de- 
gree substantiated  by  the  rapidity  of  the  attack,  the  acuteness  of  the 
internal  pains,  tlie  inflammatory  symptoms  which  sometimes  supervene, 
the  occasional  removal  of  the  disease  by  spontaneous  hasmorrhaae, 
and  the  frequent  relief  derived  from  artificial  evacuations,  by  blood- 
lettins:,  and  purgatives.  The  authority  of  Celsus  is  adduced  by  him, 
to  prove  that  haemorrhages  from  the  nose,  gums,  and  other  parts,  were 
ascribed  to  a  morbid  enlargement  of  the  spleen,  by  the  physicians  of 
antiquity.  He  relates  the  results  of  post-mortem  examination  in  two 
cases  of  this  disease  ;  in  one  instance,  he  found  the  spleen  enormously 
enlarged  ;  in  the  other,  the  abdominal  viscera  were  in  a  healthy  condi- 
tion ;  but  a  large  morbid  growth,  consisting  of  a  fleshy  tumor,  with  a 
hard  cartilaginous  nucleus,  weighing  about  half  a  pound,  was  found  in 
the  situation  of  the  thymus  gland,  firmly  attached  to  the  sternum,  clav- 
icle, pericardium,  and  surrounding  parts. 

■  Dr.  Parry*  attributes  this  disease  to  excessive  momentum  of  the 
blood,  connected  with  general  or  local  pletliora.  This  doctrine  of  ex- 
cessive momentum  of  the  blood,  as  the  main  cause  of  haemorrhage, 
and  local  determination,  the  author  illustrates,  in  his  work  on  General 
Pathology.  In  the  5th  volume  of  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  he  relates  two  cases  of  purpura  haemorrhagica,  which  were 
accompanied  with  the  phlogistic  diathesis,  and  seemed  to  be  the  conse- 
quence of  excessive  momentum  of  the  blood.  To  these  cases  are  attach- 
ed some  remarks  on  the  nature  of  the  disease,  from  which  we  take  the 
following  passages,  in  order  to  illustrate  his  views.  f "  These  cases 
strengthen  an  opinion,  which  I  more  than  twenty   years  ago  maintained, 

•Elements  of  Pathology  and  Therapeutics,  &c.  By  Caleb  Hillier  Parry,  M.D.  F.R.S.  London. 
1815.     Vol.  1st,  p.  I.5ii. 

t  The  ErtinbiirKh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  No.  XVH.  Article  2.  Observations  on  the  util- 
ity of  Venesection  in  Purpura.     Bv  C.  H.  Parry,  Physician,  Bath. 
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and  which  a  large  subsequent  experience  has  tender!  to  confirm, — that 
in  various  diseases,  among  which  may  be  reckoned  inHammalions,  pro- 
fluvia,  hasmonhages,  (hopsies.  exanthemata,  and  other  cutaneous  erup- 
tions, and  even  the  generality  of  nervous  affections,  there  is  one  circum- 
stance in  common,  which  is  an  over-distension  of  certain  bloodvessels, 
arising  probably  from  their  relative  want  of  tone,  or  the  due  contraction 
of  their  muscular  fibres."  After  some  observations  on  the  distinction 
between  purpura  and  sea-scurvy,  he  concludes  with  the  following  re- 
marks. "  In  the  mean  while,  whatever  may  be  the  nature  of  sea- 
scurvy,  or  of  purpura  in  general,  of  wliich  every  experienced  medical 
practitioner  must  have  seen  numerous  examples,  there  can  be  little 
doubt  that  the  cases  which  I  have  related  are  to  be  considered  as  of 
the  nature  of  what  are  called  active  haemorrhages;  since  it  matters 
not,  in  a  pathological  view,  whether  febrile  extravasation  of  blood  takes 
place  from  the  rupture  or  gaping  of  an  artery  in  the  cellular  membrane, 
in  the  skin,  or  on  the  surface  of  the  epithelium,  in  the  nose,  fauces,  or 
bronchia." 

The  doctrine  advanced  by  Dr.  Parry  was  a  great  step  towards  eluci- 
dating the  pathology  of  this  disease.  It  was  an  original  view  suggested 
to  the  mind,  after  a  profound  study  of  nature.  It  was  a  startling  asser- 
tion, in  direct  opposition  to  the  general  current  of  medical  opinion.  But 
whilst  we  admire  the  genius  that  strikes  out  a  path  of  its  own,  and  dissi- 
pates, by  the  power  of  a  single  great  truth,  a  host  of  false  and  antiquated 
opinions,  we  are  obliged  to  notice  the  faults  and  excesses  with  which 
original  power  is  too  often  associated.  Dr.  Parry  carried  his  doctrine  of 
the  inflammatory  nature  of  purpura  to  an  extreme.  His  error  arose 
from  too  limited  a  view  of  the  truth,  from  his  attachment  to  that  part 
of  the  truth,  of  which  he  himself  was  the  discoverer.  Hence  it  is  to 
be  feared,  that  his  partial  views  have  tended  to  misguide  many  of  his 
followers,  who  needed  his  practical  sagacity. 

His  explanation  of  hsemorrhagic  effusion,  as  resulting  from  excessive 
momentum  of  the  blood  overcoming  the  ca|)illaries,  is  too  mechanical  to 
coincide  with  the  present  advanced  state  of  physiology  and  pathology. 
Tliat  organic  disease  of  the  heart  sometimes  [produces  local  hagmor- 
rhage,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  We  know  that  hypertrophy  of  the 
right  ventricle,  especially  when  combined  with  contraction  of  the  left 
auriculo-ventricular  orifice,  has  caused  pulmonary  apoplexy  ;  and  that 
hypertrophy  of  the  left  ventricle  has  been  the  cause  of  sanguineous 
effusion  in  the  brain.  But,  in  general,  local  determination  of  the  blood 
is  not  to  be  traced  to  the  action  of  the  heart,  as  its  source.  The  irrita- 
tion, which  causes  local  h^uiorrhage,  acts  primarily  on  the  capillaries, 
and  secondarily  on  the  heart.  In  the  process  of  secretion,  a  local 
determination  of  blood  takes  place  ;  that  local  determination  is  not 
caused  by  the  direct  action  of  the  heart,  but  by  some  natural  stiuiulus, 
applied  to  the  capillaries  of  the  secreting  organ. 

Dr.  Hannay,*  Professor  of  Physic  in  the  University  of  Glasgow, 
attributes    "  Purpura    Haeinorrbagica "   to  a  chronic    inflammation    of 

*  Medico-Cbirurg.  Rev.    London.    July,  1633. 
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the  veins,  verging  more  or  less  to  an  acute  form.  In  three  successive 
dissections  of  ]/atients,  \vi)o  died  of  purpuia,  the  veins  exhihited  obvi- 
ous traces  of  inHamniation,  being  in  a  high  state  of  disorganization. 
Tlie  hu'ger  trunks  were  hned  with  a  coating  of  purulent  matter.  It  is 
probable,  that  future  post-mortetn  examinations  will  show  that  inflam- 
mation of  the  veins  is  merely  one  of  the  coiiijilications  of  this  disease. 

The  true  manner  of  investigating  the  nature  of  disease,  is  to  observe, 
in  a  large  number  of  cases,  all  the  important  symptoms  ;  and  to  ascertain, 
by  post-mortem  examination,  all  the  morbid  changes  which  the  tissues  and 
organs  have  undergone.  By  pursuing  our  investigations  in  this  manner, 
we  find  that  certain  syniptoms  are  invariably  connected  with  certain 
morbid  changes  of  structure.  Hence,  we  are  enabled  to  explain  symp- 
toms, to  trace  the  sign  to  the  thing  signified,  to  know  disease,  not  merely 
by  name,  but  in  its  Hue  pathology. 

Purpura  hemorrhagica,  as  described  by  Bateman,  is  a  rare  disease. 
Hence  originates  one  powerful  cause  to  impede  the  advancement  of  our 
knowledge  of  its  nature.  There  are  two  considerations,  which  compen- 
sate, in  some  degree,  for  the  want  of  individual  opportunity  to  observe 
and  investigate  the  disease  in  its  various  forms.  The  first  is  the  combi- 
nation of  effort,  and  the  free  communication  of  opinion,  which  are  main- 
tained by  the  periodical  journals  throughout  the  medical  world.  Hence 
results  an  accumulation  of  facts,  which  may  serve  as  the  basis  of  sub- 
stantial and  durable  doctrines  of  disease.  The  second  consideration 
arises  from  the  very  nature  of  medical  study.  Medicine  is  a  study  of 
general  princi|)les.  This  is  the  highest  aim  of  philosophy  ;  and  in  its 
accomplishment  consists  the  advancement  of  our  art.  Tlie  nosological 
divisions  of  disease  are  the  arbitrary  expedients  of  art  to  facilitate  study, 
by  the  classification  of  facts.  Analogies  of  'disease  exist  in  nature, 
which  are  omitted  in  the  nosological  systems  of  our  art.  It  is  by  means 
of  such  analogies,  that  the  knowledge  of  one  disease  sheds  light  upon 
another,  and  facilitates  its  investigation.  Hence,  as  general  principles 
are  established  in  medicine,  a  surer  and  shorter  road  to  truth  is  opened 
in  the  investigation  of  new  diseases. 

Now  in  investigating  the  pathology  of  purpura  haemorrhagica,  we 
shall,  first,  consider  the  morbid  changes,  as  discovered  on  examination 
after  death.  In  the  second  place,  we  shall  appeal  to  those  general 
principles  of  pathology,  which  shed  light  upon  the  leading  phenomena 
of  the  disease,  and  furnish  us,  if  not  with  immutable  truth,  at  least  with 
a  probable  and  practical  explanation  of  its  nature.  This  result  is  much 
better  than  uncertainty,  doubt,  and  ignorance.  It  affords  us  probable 
grounds  for  pathological  inferences  and  therapeutical  indications. 

These  general  results  of  post-mortem  examinations  in  this  disease,  we 
have  drawn  from  the  excellent  work  of  Rayer,  and  from  dissections 
recorded  in  the  British  Journals. 

The  petechiae  and  ecchymoses  on  the  surface  of  the  body  consist  of 
effusions  of  blood,  either  in  the  skin,  or  in  the  subcutaneous  cellular 
tissue.  In  the  skin,  some  are  found  on  the  surface  of  the  reticular 
body  ;  others  in  the  areolae  of  the  derma.  The  largest  and  deepest 
spots  are  formed  by  extravasations  of  blood  in  the  subcutaneous  cellular 
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tissue.  The  vascular  ramifications,  in  the  neighborhood  of  these  extra- 
vasations, are  not  morbidly  developed.  Ti)e  mucous  membrane  of  the 
mouth,  pharynx,  stomacli,  and  intestines,  presents,  in  .  some  points, 
petechias  and  ecchymoses,  like  those  upon  the  surface  of  the  body.  In 
the  head,  have  been  discovered  vascular  congestion,  and  sanguineous 
and  serous  effusions.  The  cerebral  arachnoid  n)embrane  has  been  found 
covered  with  a  lamina  of  coagulable  lymph.  The  lungs,  usually,  present 
on  their  external  surface  a  number  of  ecchymoses.  In  the  intervals, 
the  color  of  the  lun^s  is  natural.  Under  the  ecchymoses,  the  tissue  of 
the  lungs  is  of  a  red  brown  color,  firmer  than  natural,  and  somewhat 
engorged  with  blood.  The  lungs  are  frequently  found  in  a  congested 
state.  Sometimes  the  blood  is  effused  in  the  smaller  bronchi,  producing 
the  circumscribed  pulmonary  apoplexy  of  Laennec*  ;  at  other  times, 
the  haemorrhagic  effusion  occurs  in  the  whole  i)arenchyma  of  the 
lungs,  constituting  the  true  pulmonary  apoplexy. f  The  bronchial  mu- 
cous membrane  has  been  observed  to  be  in  souie  cases  of  a  dark  color. 
Ecchymoses  have  been  found  on  the  surface  of  the  heart,  and  under  the 
peritoneum,  the  pleura,  the  pericardium,  and  the  arachnoid  membrane. 
Though  the  ecchymoses  are  most  frequently  found  in  the  sub-serous 
tissue,  yet  the  serous  membranes,  themselves,  are  sometimes  found 
studded  with  dark  livid  spots.  The  ventricles  of  the  heart  have  been 
found  in  an  aneurismal  stale.  Enlargement  of  the  spleen,  and  conges- 
tion of  the  liver,  have  also  been  observed.  In  some  very  rare  cases,  all 
the  organs  of  the  body,  whether  parenchymatous  or  membranous,  are  the 
seat  of  sanguineous  effusion. 

To  illustrate  the  nature  of  this  disease,  we  transcribe  the  following 
cases  of  purpura  hcemorrhagica,  with  the  appearances  observed  on 
post-mortem  examination. 

Case  I.J — "  On  the  13th  November,  1823,  Dr.  Fairbairn  was  call- 
ed to  a  man,  aged  24,  of  regular  habits  and  robust  constitution,  but  sub- 
ject to  vicissitudes  of  teniperature,  in  his  trade  of  book-binding.  He 
complained  of  deep-seated  pain  in  the  left  breast,  aggravated  by  deep 
inspiration  or  couching — breaihing  laborious,  with  sense  of  suffocation  on 
attempt  to  stand — countenance  flushed  and  anxious — copious  discharge 
of  dark  venous  blood  from  the  mouth,  apparently  oozing  from  its  mucous 
membrane,  and  partly  expectorated  from  the  lungs — numerous  petechiae 
and  vibices  on  the  arms,  neck,  and  trunk,  varying  in  magnitude  from  a 
mere  point  to  the  size  of  a  sixpence.  There  were  none  on  the  hands  or 
face.  On  the  chest  and  leg,  of  one  side,  there  were  two  large  livid  blotch- 
es, resembling  ecchymosis.  These  spots  were  of  various  colors — bright 
red,  purple,  yellow,  but  not  elevated.  In  the  mouth,  similar  spots  occu- 
pied the  gums,  cheeks,  tongue,  and  fauces.  The  tongue  was  covered 
with  a  dark  fur — urine  of  a  grumous  appearance — pulse  110,  firm  and 
sharp — some  heat  of  surface — bowels  loose.  Reports  that  he  experi- 
enced depression  of  spirits,  lassitude  in  the  limbs,  pains  in  the  head  and 
chest,  tickling  cough,  chilliness  and  flushes,  for  several  weeks  previously. 


*  Raver.  t  Caz.enHve  and  Slieiiel. 

I  A  case  of  Purpura  Flfeinorrliaeica,  &c.     By  P.  Fairhairii,  M.I).      Transactions  of  Ihe   Medico- 
Cbirurgical  Society  of  Edinburgh,  vol.  2.      See  Johnson's  Medico-Chirurgical  Review,  vol.  x.  p.  61. 
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On  the  16th  November,  the  petechiae  made  their  appearance.  On  the 
I8th,  he  was  seized  with  difficidty  of  breathinsj;,  and  fixed  pain  in  the 
side.  Dr.  Fail  bairn  bled  bini  to  20  ounces,  which  produced  a  disposi- 
tion to  syncope,  and  was  followed  by  considerable  relief.  Blood  not 
bijffy — coagulum  soft,  and  tremulous.  Fifteen  drops  of  diluted  sulphuric 
acid  to  be  taken  frequently,  in  cold  water.  He  had  a  restless  ni^ht 
from  turbulent  dreams  ;  but  the  pectoral  symptoms  were  relieved  next 
day.  Blood  still  continued  to  ooze  from  the  mouth,  and  febrile  symp- 
ton)s  were  present.  Eighteen  ounces  of  blood  from  the  same  arm  ex- 
hibited the  same  appearances.  A  dose  of  salts,  which  produced  a  foetid, 
loose  stool.  The  next  day,  he  was  again  bled  to  20  3,  having  shown 
symptoms  of  determination  of  blood  to  the  head.  Syncope  took  place, 
and  he  expired  on  the  morning  of  the  21st,  the  sixth  day  after  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  petechias." 

Post-mortem  examhintion,  thirty  hours  after  death. — "The  petechial 
spots  over  the  body  exhibited  nearly  the  same  appearances  as  before 
death.  The  sides  of  the  neck,  and  upper  parts  of  the  chest,  were 
swollen  and  livid,  and  there  was  a  feeling  of  crepitus  with  considerable 
oedema  over  the  trunk.  On  removing  the  integuments  from  the  fore  and 
lateral  parts  of  the  chest,  the  cellular  and  muscular  textures  were  in 
some  places  injected  with  blood,  and  emphysematous.  The  thorax 
contained  about  a  pound  of  a  fluid  resembling  blood,  of  a  very  dark 
color,  and  viscid  consistence. 

"  The  lungs  were  somewhat  collapsed,  of  a  dark  livid  appearance, 
and  contained  a  bloody  serous  fluid,  which  occupied  all  parts  equally  ; 
there  was  much  less  of  feeling  of  crepitus  throughout  their  substance, 
and  the  spongy  texture  was  less  observable  than  natural.  The  bronchial 
tubes  and  trachea  were  filled  with  a  similar  fluid  ;  and  beneath  the  in- 
ternal coat  of  the  latter,  there  was  a  sligiit  effusion  of  dark  venous 
blood,  which  tinged  the  uiembrane  of  a  deep  purple  shade.  Between 
the  folds  of  the  anterior  mediastinum  and  pericardium,  there  was  effused 
into  the  cellular  textme  a  considerable  quantity  of  very  dark  blood, 
mostly  in  a  clotted  state,  amounting  to  several  ounces  by  computation. 
The  pericardium  contained  the  usual  quantity  of  lubricating  fluid  ;  the 
inner  surface  pi'esented  its  natural,  smooth,  flossy  texture,  but  it  had 
assumed  anteriorly  a  deep  or  browisb  red  color,  fiom  the  effused  blood 
between  its  layers,  shining  through  it.  The  heart  appeared  pale  and 
flaccid  ;  there  was  no  blood  in  any  of  its  cavities.  Under  its  internal 
membrane,  particularly  towards  the  valves  of  both  sides,  but  more  copi- 
ous in  the  left,  there  was  a  similar  effusion  as  in  the  trachea,  giving  a 
deep  livid  color  to  the  surface  of  the  heart,  and  tinging  its  substance  to 
the  depth  of  half  a  line  or  a  line. 

"  The  inside  of  the  aorta  presented  an  increased  lint  of  redness, 
apparently  from  the  same  circumstances,  without  evident  thickening  or 
change  of  texture. 

"  In  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  the  floating  viscera  were  of  a  dark 
leaden  color,  and  less  vascular  than  natuial.  There  were  a  few  pete- 
chiae on  the  intestines.  In  the  ileum,  there  was  a  slight  inflamtnation, 
extending  for  a  couple  of  inches,  where  one  portion  of  the  bowel  had 
passed  within  another. 
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"  In  tlie  stoiriacli,  towards  the  pyloric  extremity,  its  iiiiKjr  iiienibrane 
was  tliickly  studded  wiili  petechije,  whereas  that  portion  surrounding,  tlie 
cardia,  for  about  tliree  inches,  was  distinctly  eniphyseuiatous. 

"  The  liver  was  paler  than  usual,  and  somewhat  softened  ;  its  perito- 
neal proper  coat  was  very  easily  peeled  off;  from  its  internal  suiface  a 
bloody,  serous  fluid  could  be  squeezed  out.  The  spleen  was  of  full 
size,  and  softer  than  usual  ;  and  when  torn,  effused  a  quantity  of  dark- 
colored  matter,  of  a  semi-fluid  consistency. 

"  The  right  kidney  seemed  softer  than  natural  ;  there  was  an  effusion 
of  blood  under  the  internal  membrane  lininj  its  pelvis,  similar  to  that  on 
the  inside  of  the  heart.  The  left  appeared  peculiarly  blanched,  and 
was  also  soft  ;  but  there  was  here  no  effusion.  The  bladder  was  pale 
and  contracted,  containing  a  few  ounces  of  the  same  turbid  colored  urine 
as  he  had  been  lately  passing. 

'•On  removing  the  scalp,  there  were  two  large  ecchymoses  on  each 
side,  over  the  superior  attachments  of  the  temporal  inuscles.  The  brain, 
with  its  membranes,  appeared  quite  healthy  ;  there  might  be  about  an 
ounce  or  so  of  clear  serum  in  the  ventricles,  and  at  the  base  of  the  brain. 

"  In  the  course  of  the  dissection,  it  was  remarked  that  there  was  a  full 
proportion  of  adipose  substance  in  every  part  of  the  body." 

Case  II.* — This  case  was  that  "  of  a  girl,  16  years  of  age,  who  came 
into  St.  George's  Hospital,  London,  with  spots  of  purpura  on  the  legs, 
thighs,  and  forearms.  Pulse  full  and  frequent,  tongue  clean,  bowels 
open.  She  had  been  ill  nine  months  with  repeated  crops  of  haeinor- 
rhagic  spots.  Venesect,  ad  3  x.  To  take  infusion  of  roses  and  sulphate 
of  magnesia  thrice  a  day,  and  to  apply  a  spirituous  lotion  to  the  parts. 
The  blood  was  slightly  inflamed.  The  spots  began  to  fade  in  two  days, 
and  in  a  week  afterwards  returned,  with  blood  in  the  urine  and  stools. 
She  was  then  purged  with  calomel  and  sulphate  of  magnesia,  and  next 
day  bled  to  eight  ounces.  After  the  bleeding,  the  pulse  became  small 
and  very  frequent,  and  the  patient  continued  weak,  some  spots  appear- 
ing and  disappearing  from  time  to  time.  In  three  weeks  after  entering 
the  Hospital,  she  complained  of  severe  pain,  tenderness,  and  tension 
across  the  umbilical  region — the  motions  being  green — pulse  110,  and 
sharp — tongue  furred — skin  cool  and  pale.  Bled  to  gx.,  with  Battley's 
liq.  opii  sed.  4tis  horis.  The  blood  was  highly  inflamed — pain  reliev- 
ed by  the  venesection,  but  still  existing  in  the  right  iliac  region.  Re- 
peated the  venesection  to  ten  ounces.  Saline  draughts,  with  digitalis 
and  laudanum,  w-ere  given,  and  she  was  put  on  a  milk  diet.  The  blood 
was  not  inflamed,  but  the  pain  and  tenderness  were  relieved  for  a  day, 
when  they  returned,  and  16  leeches  were  applied.  She  was  purged, 
and  once  more  bled.  In  ten  days  from  this  time,  she  was  reported  free 
from  complaint.  Spots  of  purpura,  however,  continued  from  time  to 
time  to  appear,  and  w-ere  always  removed  by  mercurial  purgatives.  On 
the  12th  of  iNlay,  or  48  days  after  coming  into  the  Hospital,  she  was 
attacked  with  violent  pain  in  the  occiput  and  back  of  the  neck,  accom- 
panied with  throbbing  and  some   delirium,  small  quick  pulse,  dry  and 
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warm  skin,  furred  tongue,  &c.  Slie  was  cupped,  leeched,  blistered, 
pursued,  had  cold  to  the  head,  and  antimony  and  digitalis  internally,  but 
in  three  days  she  died  comatose. 

"  On  dissection,  some  of  the  convolutions  of  the  small  intestines  were 
found  agglutinated  by  adhesive  inflammation,  hut  no  other  abdominal 
disease.  An  ounce  of  serum  was  found  in  the  pericardium.  The  left 
ventricle  of  the  heart  was  dilated  to  nearly  twice  its  natural  size — the 
muscular  parietes  being  attenuated.  In  the  left  auricle  was  found  a 
morbid  growth  of  a  condylomatous  nature.  The  mitral  valve  was  much 
thicker  than  natural,  but  not  ossified. 

"  In  the  head,  the  wliole  arachnoid  membrane,  on  the  upper  part  of 
both  hemispheres,  was  covered  with  a  lamina  of  coagulated  lymph,  the 
product  of  inflammation,  and  evidently  the  cause  of  death." 

Case  III.* — "  The  patient  was  a  little  girl,  9  years  of  age,  who  had 
spent  6  years  of  that  time  in  the  West  Indies,  whence  she  lately  re- 
turned. On  the  1st  of  February,  1823,  she  appeared  a  little  unwell, 
and  on  the  2d  was  attacked  with  sickness,  severe  pain  in  the  epigastric 
and  umbilical  regions,  some  thirst  and  fever,  tongue  furred,  pulse  accele- 
rated, respiration  quickened,  v.ith  headache,  and  vomiting  of  every- 
thing taken. 

"  Some  calomel,  colycynth,  and  extract  of  poppy,  ordered  to  open  the 
bowels.  3d  day.  Bowels  not  opened,  hut  the  gastric  irritability  much 
lessened.  A  cathartic  mixture  procured  several  iiaetid  stools.  At  mid- 
day, Mr.  Prethy,  a  very  intelligent  surgeon  of  London,  was  sununoned 
to  the  little  patient,  who  liad  still  pains  in  the  head  and  stomach,  suf- 
fused face,  tunica  conjunctiva  injected,  insides  of  the  hands  of  a  dark  red 
color,  breathing  frequent,  with  a  troublesome  cough,  and  increase  of 
fever.  Bled  to  six  ounces.  Some  nitre,  and  antimonial  powder.  At 
this  time,  petechiae,  of  the  size  of  pins'  heads,  w-ere  observed  about  the 
arms,  breast,  abdomen,  and  right  leg.  Upon  the  other  let^,  was  a  large 
blue  spot,  under  the  cuticle,  of  the  size  of  a  sixpence.  Some  sanguin- 
eous discharge  from  the  labia  pudendi.  4th.  Kad  a  restless  night,  the 
fever  having  increased  ;  function  of  the  lungs  much  impeded,  threatening 
suffocation — great  determination  to  the  head — pulse  very  rapid,  and 
hard,  petechiae  increased — the  purple  spot  on  tlie  leg  enlarged.  Mr. 
Bagster  saw  the  patient  to-day.  and  they  agreed  on  another  bleeding, 
as  the  most  likely  means  of  preserving  the  head  and  lungs  from  serious 
injury.  Ten  or  twelve  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  from  the  arm,  which 
produced  syncope,  and  apparent  melioration  of  all  the  symptoms.  In 
a  few  hours  afterwards,  the  fever  again  jjot  up,  and  Dr.  James  Johnson 
saw  the  patient.  He  recommended  the  exhibition  of  the  mineral  acids. 
In  the  evening,  she  appeared  sinking,  and  expired  at  eight  o'clock  the 
next  morning.  The  blood  first  drawn  exhibited  no  serum  for  a  space  of 
eight  hours  ;  but  after  20  hours,  a  small  quantity  of  serum  was  apparent. 
One  cup  of  the  second  bleeding  showed  a  coat  of  coagulable  lymph 
nearly  half  an  inch  thick,  like  very  soft  jelly,  with  very  loose  crassamen- 
tum,  so  tender  as  to  be  easily  broken  down  with   a  spoon  into  a  soft 
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pulpy  mass.  In  this  cup  there  was  httle  or  no  serum.  The  otlier  por- 
tions of  blood,  which,  however,  were  not  taken  in  a  continuous  stream, 
showed  no  buffy  coat,  and  very  little  serun),  seemingly  as  if  the  blood 
had  become  so  altered  as  to  be  incapable  of  separating  into  its  constitu- 
ent parts. 

"  Post-mortem  examination. — The  eyelids,  in  addition  to  the  parts 
before  mentioned,  were  thickly  studded  with  petechias,  and  many  of  a 
large  size  appeared  upon  the  back  of  the  trunk.  The  brain  showed 
merely  some  increase  of  vascularity.  In  the  thorax,  there  were  adhe- 
sions in  tlie  left  side,  but  not  of  recent  formation.  The  lungs  seemed 
loaded  with  blood  and  mucus,  hut  their  parenchymatous  structure  ap- 
peared sound.  About  half  an  ounce  of  the  water  in  the  pericardium — 
the  external  surface  of  the  heart  of  a  pale  hue,  and  about  twenty  small 
petechias  on  various  parts  of  it,  more  particularly  at  the  junction  of  the 
auricles  and  ventricles.  In  the  abdomen,  all  appeared,  at  first,  natural, 
excepting  the  stomach,  which  was  distended  witli  air,  and  thickly  spotted 
with  [)etechiae,  plainly  seen  through  its  peritoneal  coat.  On  opening  this 
viscus,  the  petechia  were  still  more  distinct,  generally  about  the  size  of 
split  peas.     No  petechias  were  visible  in  or  on  the  intestines." 

(To  be  continued."; 


RETENTION  OF  THE  PLACENTA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — If  you   deem  this  communication   worthy   an   insertion   in  your 
Journal,  you  are  at  liberty  to  use  it. 

Mrs.  ,  aged   43   years,  has  aborted   several  times  since   her 

marriage,  15  years  since.  I  was  requested  to  visit  her  in  February 
last.  On  my  arrival  at  the  house,  I  found  that  labor,  after  the  full  term 
of  utero-gestation,  had  commenced  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M.  February  12th, 
and  continued  until  the  17th  following.  The  labor  was  very  severe  ; 
pains  during  that  time  "  would  subside,  and  again  return  at  short  inter- 
vals, with  great  severit}',"  as  I  was  informed.  I  did  not  see  the  pa- 
tient until  the  morning  of  the  17th,  before  the  birth  of  the  child,  which 
was  on  the  followini,^  noon.  As  no  pain  or  haemorrhage  followed  the 
expulsion  of  the  child,  nor  by  the  usual  means  resorted  to  in  order  to 
produce  contraction  of  the  uterus,  I  made  a  slight  extension  of  the 
cord,  which  readily  came  away,  bringing  with  it  a  morbid  portion  of  the 
placental  mass.  1  then  immediately  introduced  the  hand  into  the  uterus, 
without  resistance,  and  grasped  the  placenta,  which  was  found  so  firmly 
adherent  to  the  fundus  uteri  that  I  could  but  partially  detach  it  without 
producing  the  most  excruciating  distress.  Deeming  farther  attempts  to 
separate  the  placenta  by  force  very  hazardous,  I  abandoned  the  attempt, 
and  endeavored  to  remove  the  coagula  from  the  vagina,  and  arrest  the 
haemorrhage  by  exciting  the  uterus  to  contraction  by  a  rotatory  motion 
of  one  hand  in  the  uterus,  and  by  attempting  with  the  other  to  grasp  the 
tumor  externally.  But  all  my  attempts  were  in  vain,  either  to  arrest 
the  flooding  or  harden  the  abdominal  tumor.     The  abdomen  was  ex- 
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quisitely  sensitive,  for  wliicli  I  ordered  lin.  ol.  olivoecum  terebinth,  to  be 
daily  applied,  which  were  of  nnich  advantage.  As  the  patient  fainted 
every  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  I  gave  lier  brandy  with  liquor  atntnonia, 
which  removed  the  fiiintness.  Gave  ergot  in  9j.  doses  every  twenty 
minutes,  until  5 ij.  were  given  ;  no  pain — hajmorrhatre  not  abated.  1 
then  withdrew  the  hand,  and  added  acet.  plumbi  to  the  ergot  ;  waited 
twenty  minutes,  and  repeated  the  dose.  Cold  water  in  the  mean  time 
was  applied,  as  the  tenderness  of  the  abdomen  began  to  subside  after 
the  application  of  the  liniment.  In  twenty  minutes  pain  commenced, 
and  continued  very  seveie  for  thirty  minutes,  without  producing  any 
other  change  than  prostration  of  th.e  patient.  As  the  pain  and  hemor- 
rhage threatened  the  destruction  of  the  patient,  I  gave  tine,  opii  cum  tine, 
sulph.  acid  aromat.  The  pain  and  flooding  very  soon  began  to  abate, 
with  a  contraction  of  tlie  neck  of  the  uterus.  Fearing  internal  haemor- 
rhage, the  friction  and  liniment  were  resumed,  and  when  the  pain  was 
severe,  1  gave  powders  of  ergot,  acet.  plumbi  et  opii,  which,  when  given, 
allayed  the  pain,  with  hardening  of  the  abdominal  tun)or  and  expulsion 
of  coagula.  After  the  bowels  were  first  freely  evacuated,  they  were 
kept  in  a  soluble  state  by  electu.  senna  et  tart,  potas.  cum  soda.  The 
febrile  excitement  was  combatted  with  acidulated  drinks — with  powders 
of  ipec.  camph.  et  nitras  potass,  by  day,  and  Dovers's  powders,  with 
tart,  antimo.  by  night. — In  consequence  of  the  putrescent  state  of  the 
placenta,  which  came  away  piecemeal  daily,  for  twelve  days,  chlorid. 
soda  was  used,  and  with  the  most  happy  eflects. 

Up  to  the  time  1  am  writing,  both  mother  and  child   are  doing  well. 

Hiram  Parker. 

Lowell,  May  4,  1837, 


OPACITY   OF   THE   CORNEA   CURED   BY  BELLADONNA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  following  communication  is  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Prather, 
of  St.  Louis,  a  gentleman  eminent  for  professional  attainments,  and  for 
correct  habits  of  observation.  Please  give  it  an  insertion  in  your  valua- 
ble Journal,  and  oblige 

Yours  truly, 
Boston,  May,  1837.  E.  J.  D. 

Dr.  Davenport.  Dear  Sir : — By  your  request  I  send  you  a  tew 
particulars  of  the  case  which  I  mentioned  to  you. 

On  the  4th  Sept.,  1836,  I  was  consulted  by  Mr.  S.  for  a  defect  of 
vision.  On  examination  1  found  the  visual  powers  of  the  left  eye  irre- 
trievably lost,  by  the  destruction  of  the  cornea,  &:c.  In  the  right  eye, 
lymphatic  deposites,  of  the  inferior  and  internal  three  fourths,  or  a  little 
more,  of  the  cornea,  had  entirely  destroyeil  its  transparency,  and  the  re- 
maining portion  of  it  w-as  so  much  clouded  that  the  rays  of  light  could 
pass  through  it  but  imperfectly.  There  was  every  mark  of  ulceration 
having  passed  through  the  cornea  in  the  inferior  and  internal  portion  (a 
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short  distance  from  Uie  axis  of  vision),  to  wliich  portion  the  iris  was  per- 
manently iistnclied.  This  latter  tnemhrane  showed  indnbitahle  evidence 
of  fornier  indamniation.  In  consequence  of  which,  and  of  tlie  attach- 
ments to  the  cornea,  the  pupil  was  considerably  contracted,  and  of  an 
oval  shape,  so  much  so  as  to  confine  it  behind  the  opacity  of  the  cornea 
and  destroy  vision  in  a  bris^lu  or  clear  light,  and  make  it  very  imper- 
fect under  tlie  most  favorable  circimistances,  even  when  the  pupil  was 
most  dilated.  The  pupil  could  only  be  seen  tbroush  the  more  trans- 
parent part  of  the  cornea,  and  showed  consirlerable  irritability  of  tlie 
iris  from  its  contracted  state  under  the  influence  of  a  strong;;  light,  which 
contributed  considerably  to  impair  the  vision.  He  could  see  to  prome- 
nade the  streets  only  on  a  cloudy  day  or  after  the  setting,  of  the  sun. 
His  health  was  good,  temperament  sanguine. 

The  history  he  gave  of  his  case  was  as  follows.  About  four  or  five 
years  since  he  was  attacked  with  variola,  which  was  severe,  and  follow- 
ed by  inflammation  of  the  eyes.  This  raged  with  great  violence  for 
some  time,  under  very  mild  treatnient.  Additional  advice  having  been 
procured,  the  treatment  was  made  more  energetic,  and  in  some  consid- 
erable degree  abated  the  inflammatory  action.  But  not  having  obtained 
relief,  some  two  or  three  months  after  the  ophthalmic  attack,  and  after 
blindness  had  existed  for  some  time,  he  applied  to  a  quack  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, who  applied  "  strong  plasters  "  to  both  eyes,  which  destroyed  a 
part  of  tlie  globe,  and  consequently  vision,  of  the  left  eye,  and  improved 
that  of  the  right  to  the  condition  as  above  described — no  alteration,  as 
be  says,  having  taken  place  from  that  time  until  1  saw  him. 

Treatment. — Two  indications  were  manifest  ;  either  to  remove  the 
obscurity  of  the  cornea,  or  make  an  artificial  pupil  by  enlarging  the  natu- 
rally contacted  one  ;  and  a  third  might  succeed,  viz.  to  destroy  the 
attachments  between  the  iris  and  cornea.  To  enable  me  to  make  an 
election,  I  applied  the  extract  of  belladonna  externally  around  the  e}  e- 
lids.  It  had  but  little  effect  in  dilating  the  pupil,  but  what  dilatation  took 
place  was  in  a  favorable  direction  towards  the  clear  portion  of  the 
cornea,  and  consequently  improved  his  vision.  I  continued  it  for  several 
days,  then  discontinued  it.  The  pupil  reassumed  its  former  position,  and 
the  power  of  vision  returned,  in  consequence  of  the  improvement  of 
vision  from  its  application,  the  pressure  of  professional  business  at  that 
time,  and  the  hope  that  extension  of  the  parts  might  make  a  change,  I 
directed  him  to  continue  the  application  every  night,  and  let  it  remain 
till  morning — to  live  on  a  light  diet,  and  take  a  dose  of  Cook's  pills 
every  other  night  (these  pills  are  composed  of  equal  quantities  of  calomel, 
aloes  and  rhubarb).  This  prescription  he  continued  8  or  10  days, 
when,  to  my  astonishment,  I  observed  that  the  obscurity  of  the  cornea 
had  disappeared  from  the  absorption  of  the  deposites  in  that  membrane, 
and  particularly  in  those  portions  which  were  the  least  opaque,  and  at  the 
inferior  union  of  the  cornea  and  sclerotica,  which  latter  change  enabled 
me  to  observe  some  slight  enlargement  of  the  sanguinary  vessels  pass- 
ing from  this  portion  of  the  sclerotica  to  the  opacity.  1  divided  them 
with  a  cataract  knife.  Ordered  the  same  prescription  to  be  continued. 
In  four  weeks  he  was  able  to   read  large  print  and  write  legibly  ;  when 
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he  made  a  visit  to  a  neigliboring  village,  remained  4  or  5  weeks,  disron- 
tinued  the  prescriptions,  and  hved  on  the  most  gross  diet.  On  his  re- 
turn he  could  see  to  read  with  facility  any  print,  and  write  legibly. 
The  irritability  of  the  iris  had  disappeared,  and  the  pupil  remained  more 
dilated.  The  obstructions  in  the  cornea  had  regularly  and  progressively 
become  less  and  less,  notwithstanding  the  discontinuance  of  all  treat- 
ment, and  nmch  indulgence  in  improper  food.  A  short  time  after  liis 
return,  he  left^for  the  South,  to  conunence  business. 

Some  may  su[)pose  that  the  dieting  and  the  pills  might  have  been  the 
principal  agent.  This  is  settled  by  his  having  repeatedly  made  trial  of 
the  same  course  without  the  extract  of  belladonna. 

Yours,  most  respectfully, 

J.   V.  Prather. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  March,  1837. 


rOISONING   WITH   LEAD. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — Most  of  your  readers  are  probably  familiar  with  the  state- 
ments on  record  respecting  the  deleterious  effects  of  the  oxides  of  lead, 
when  received  into  the  human  stomach,  and  perhaps  many  facts  may 
have  come  under  their  own  immediate  observation,  in  the  routine  of  dailv 
practice  ;  which  though  deemed  unworthy  of  publication,  were  to  them 
highly  instructive.  A  few  such  have  come  within  my  own  range  of 
observation,  and  one  of  them  was  a  matter  of  personal  experience.  The 
story  is  as  follows  : — 

The  family  in  which  I  boarded  had  stewed  a  considerable  quantity  of 
pears,  which  they  had  put  in  the  common  red  earthen  pots  of  this  coun- 
try. Of  this  fact  I  was  not,  iiowever,  aware,  and  ate  very  freely  of  the 
pears,  much  more  so  than  the  rest  of  the  family.  After  several  days,  I 
thought  I  observed  a  sweetish  taste  to  them,  but  as  I  did  not  suspect 
they  were  kept  in  earthen,  1  continued  to  eat  them.  Presently  iny 
mouth  began  to  be  .sore,  and  subsequently  my  throat.  Still  I  did  not 
for  two  or  three  days  suspect  the  cause.  At  last,  one  evening  as  I  was 
eating  of  the  pears,  and  observing  their  sweetish  taste,  the  thought 
struck  me  that  they  might  be  poisonous.  On  examining  the  jar  in 
which  they  were  kept,  I  found  that  the  glazing  was  off  in  several  j)laces  ; 
and  in  a  few,  to  a  considerable  extent.  I  now  had  little  doubt  that  I 
was  poisoned  by  acetate  of  lead,  fornjed  by  the  chemical  combination 
of  the  acid  with  the  metallic  substance  of  the  glazing. 

But  I  will  be  a  little  more  particular  in  my  description.  The  sore- 
ness of  my  mouth  was  preceded  by  considerable  thirst,  especially  at 
evening  ;  a  thing  quite  unusual  with  me.  Then  followed  a  general  red- 
ness, tenderness,  and  ultimately  a  deep  soreness  of  nearly  the  whole 
mouth  and  fauces.  The  inflammation,  however,  was  greatest  under  my 
tongue.  My  appetite  was  not  afi'ected,  nor  my  general  thirst  increased  ; 
it  was  constantly  a  little  greater  at  evening.  Almost  every  sort  of  food, 
except  of  the  mildest  kind,  such   as  rice,   gave  me   pain,  both    by  its 
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presence  in  the  mouth  and  by  the  Iieat  and  smarting  it  occasioned.  My 
mouth  was  usually  more  dry  in  the  morning  than  at  evening,  though 
the  lliirst  was  rather  less.  Sometimes  there  was  a  temporary  salivation, 
and  a  slight  (if  I  mistake  not)  metallic  taste.  Tliere  was,  for  four  or 
five  days,  an  almost  constant  feeling  of  constriction  of  the  mouth,  espe- 
cially of  the  lips,  which  I  was  prompted  frequently,  and,  as  it  were,  in- 
voluntarily, to  extend.  The  roof  of  the  mouth  was  very  little  affected 
at  all  ;  and  none  with  this  sense  of  astringency. — The  soreness  of  the 
mouth  continued  more  than  a  week,  after  wliich  it  gradually  diminished, 
and  at  length  disappeared.  Only  one  of  the  rest  of  the  family  (four  in 
number)  appeared  to  be  affected.  She  had  a  slight  redness  about  the 
region  of  the  palate,  for  one  or  two  days. 

No  other  troublesome  symptom  appeared  during  the  whole  time,  ex- 
cept a  decree  of  lientery,  accompanied  with  an  unusual  irritability  of 
the  first  passages,  and  occasional,  sometimes  severe,  pains  in  the  stom- 
ach. Nor  am  I  sure  that  the  pain  in  the  stomach  was  not  aggravated  by 
imagination.  The  healthy  state  of  the  bowels  was  restored  a  day  sooner 
than  that  of  the  mouth.  The  contraction  of  the  lips  and  the  desire  to 
stretch  or  extend  them  continued  till  the  mouth  was  quite  well. 

There  were  no  other  causes  to  which  I  could  trace  the  affection  I 
have  described,  which  could  have  been  half  adequate  to  its  production. 
I  had  not  for  some  time  previous  departed  in  any  considerable  degree 
from  my  usual  habits  of  diet,  &:c.  which  are  extremely  simple,  except 
in  the  following  respects.  I  had  once  or  twice  eaten  of  some  peas  not 
quite  boiled  ;  and  once  of  a  very  small  quantity  of  maple  sugar. 

If  any  of  your  readers  should  wish  to  make  further  inquiries  in  regard 
to  the  case,  or  if  any  should  doubt  whether  the  symptoms  could  have 
been  produced  bv  the  cause  1  have  supposed,  I  hope  they  will  not  hesi- 
tate to  express  their  opinions  or  stiagest  their  doubts. 

Yours  truly,  W.  A.   A. 

Boston,  May  5,  1837. 
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CURTIS  ON   THE   EYE   AND   EAR. 

Copies  of  plates  representing  the  anatomy  of  these  important  and  com- 
plicated organs,  well  colored,  and  as  acctiratfly  drawn  as  they  well  can  be, 
have  been  forwarded  by  the  author,  Mr.  J.  C.  Harris,  aurist,  to  Mr. 
Ticknor,  medical  bookseller  and  publisher,  Boston.  One  plate,  a  dimin- 
ished copy  of  a  very  common  illustration  by  Sir  Charles  Bell,  of  the 
course  of  the  great  sympathetic  nerve,  accompanies  the  commission.  Al- 
thouf^h  it  purports  to  show  the  intimate  connexion  existing  between 
apparently  remote  parts,  it  also  endeavors  to  explain  derangements  of 
the  nervous  apparatus,  the  frequent  cause   of  deafness  and   blindness. 
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However,  this  is  all  fustian  to  a  well-read  surgeon,  who  would  as  soon 
think  of  consulting  the  structure  of  the  spiraculaof  a  honey  bee,  as  these 
dia<^rams,  with  reference  to  an  operation.  It  is  pretty  certain  there 
is  nothing  new  presented  in  them,  though  there  may  be  much,  for 
aught  we  know,  in  the  text,  worth  the  attention  of  American  physicians. 
— Not  having  had  an  op[)ortunity  of  examining  it  in  detail,  we  are 
totally  unable  to  give  an  opinion  of  the  value  of  Mr.  Curtis's  physiologico- 
pathological  facts, — a  copy  not  having  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Journal,  which  was  an  oversight  in  the  author,  as,  for  a  general  rule,  no 
work  can  be  noticed  in  its  pages,  which  is  not  at  hand  l)y  way  of  constant 
reference.  Beside,  it  is  not  unfrequently  the  case  that  strangers,  call- 
ing in,  are  desirous  of  viewing  new  publications  which  are  spoken  of  in 
a  medical  periodical,  before  they  purchase.  They  like  to  ascertain  the 
quality  of  the  paper,  the  character  of  the  type,  and  inspect  the  plates, — 
a  very  natural  and  commendable  sort  of  prudence.  One  of  the  most 
ready  methods  of  introducing  a  publication  to  the  profession,  is  to  for- 
ward specimens  to  ail  the  medical  periodicals  as  soon  as  possible.  Un- 
less this  course  is  adopted,  the  sale  will  generally  be  unnecessarily  slow 
and  tediously  productive. 


GENERAL   SPECIES   AND   ICONOGRAPHY  OF   RECENT   SHELLS. 

Foreign  as  the  subject  of  the  following  remarks  will  be  found  to  be 
from  the  immediate  consideration  of  medical  science  (the  theme  in 
which  we  are  exclusively  interested,  for  a  general  rule,  in  these  pages), 
there  is  a  pleasure  in  making  a  departure,  in  this  paragraph,  from  the 
graver  topics  of  the  healing  art,  to  speak  in  terms  of  warm  approbation 
of  the  industry  of  a  fellow  townsman,  whose  contributions  in  the  depart- 
ment of  natural  history  are  deserving  of  particular  acknowledgment. 
We  allude  to  Dr.  Storer's  translation  of  "  General  Species  and  Icono- 
graphy of  recent  Shells,  comprising  the  JMassena  Museum,  the  collec- 
tion of  Lamarck,  the  Collection  of  the  Museum  of  JXatural  History  and 
recent  Discoveries  of  Travellers,  by  L.  C.  Kiener,  &c."  Although  it  i.s 
supposed  by  this  gentleman  that  several  years  will  be  required  to  com- 
plete the  translation,  owing  to  the  slow  manner  in  which  the  original  is 
received  in  this  country,  in  the  sequel  there  will  probably  be  eight  vol- 
umes, of  three  hundred  pages  each.  It  is  proposed  to  continue  the  labor 
of  translation,  should  there  be  sufficient  encouragement  to  meet  the  ex- 
pense of  printing,  and  afford  each  number  of  one  hundred  andfiflij  pages, 
large  octavo,  at  §il,50  a  number.  The  work  of  M.  Kiener,  proposed  to 
be  liberally  supplied,  however,  with  costly  drawings,  will  cost,  when  de- 
livered in  the  United  States,  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  dollars. 

Knowing  that  very  many  medical  gentlemen  are  enthusiastically  de- 
voted to  the  study  of  conchology,  and  fully  believing  it  would  be  a  wel- 
come kind  of  intelligence  to  them  to  be  apprised  of  the  appearance  of  a 
publication,  which,  for  accuracy  and  scientific  value,  has  perhaps  never 
been  equalled  in  any  language,  we  shall  consider  it  wholly  unnecessary 
to  apologize  further,  for  this  departure  from  ordinary  topics.  JNlr.  W.  D. 
Ticknor,  Washington  Street,  is  the  publisher. — It  is  opportune  to  men- 
tion, in  connexion  with  his  name,  that  he  has  now  a  good  selection  of 
medical  works  on  the  shelf;  and  new  ones,  of  recent  European  origin, 
are  constantly  arriving  in  the  Liverpool  packets. 
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American  Skulls. — It  hus  been  announced  that  Dr.  Samuel  G.  INIorton, 
of  Philadelphiu,  is  collecting  materials  tor  a  work  to  be  entitled  Crania 
AxMERicAXA,  in  folio,  with  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  plates,  having  two 
engravings  of  a  natural  size  on  each  sheet.  It  is  further  said  that  Dr. 
Morton  has  in  his  possession  one  hundred  and  forty  skulls  ;  sixty-three 
belonging  to  American  tribes  of  Indians,  but  only  twenty-three  of  them 
are  ot"  North  American  origin. 

Without  knowing  anything  of  the  [)arliculars  of  the  plan  which  the 
author  has  in  view,  we  take  the  liberty  of  inviting  him  to  Boston,  where 
he  will  find  the  largest  collection  of  human  skulls  in  the  United  States. 
In  the  Phrenological  Society's  cabinet,  there  is  a  craniulogical  treasure. 
In  the  private  collections  of  several  gentlemen  of  the  city,  there  are  also 
heads  worth  examining.  We  can  ourselves  point  out  the  location  of 
many  that  are  entitled  to  the  first  place  in  the  contemplated  work.  Of 
the  monumental  skulls,  taken  froin  the  western  tumuli.  Dr.  JMorton 
should  make  hiniself  familiar.  Only  last  week,  nine  very  rare  heads,  and 
Jive  mummies,  arrived  here,  from  Peru,  whose  very  dresses,  in  a  fine 
state  of  preservation,  owing  to  the  saltpetre  in  which  they  were  buried, 
show  the  exact  condition  of  the  economical  arts  in  South  Atnerica  more 
than  one  thousand  years  ago. — But  as  we  are  preparing  a  paper  upon 
this  subject,  its  contents  cannot  with  propriety  be  anticipated  here. 


Operation  of  Lilhotomy. — ^April  1st. — This  day  we  witnessed  Dr.  Dud- 
ley's one  hundred  and  thirty-ninth  operation  of  lithotomy.  The  subject 
was  a  boy,  between  six  and  seven  years  of  age,  from  East  Tennessee. 
We  have  assisted  this  distinguished  operator  in  some  fitteen  cases,  and 
have  seen,  altogether,  about  twenty  patients  cut  for  stone  in  the  bladder, 
and  so  extraordinary  are  the  circumstances  that  attended  this  unusually 
interesting  case,  that  we  fear  the  public  will  be  slow  to  credit  our  report. 
A  dozen  professional  gentlemen  of  Lexington  can  testify-,  that  the  boy 
was  untied  in  forty  seconds  from  the  time  the  first  incision  was  made. 
The  manly  little  fellow  did  not  manifest,  during  the  time,  the  slightest 
want  of  fortitude,  or  utter  a  murmur.  The  calculus  was  of  a  flattened- 
ovate,  inclined  to  triangular,  figure,  and  apparently  of  the  fusible  variety 
of  Wollaston.  It  was  one  and  a  half  inches  in  its  largest  diameter,  one 
and  a  quarter  in  breadth,  and  five  eighths  of  an  inch  thick,  and  weighed 
three  hundred  grains.  We  promise  a  more  full  account,  in  the  next 
number  of  the  Journal,  of  this  gentleman's  recent  operations.  —  Trans. 
Jour. 


Convulsions  of  Children. — It  is  well  known,  that  children  of  various 
ages,  but  especially  while  they  are  under  six  or  eight  years,  are  liable  to 
convulsions  from  causes  which  are  far  from  being  obvious,  and  that  the 
first  attack  is  often  fatal.  Worms,  constipation,  a  surfeit  or  plethfira  with 
cereltral  detfirminalion,  is  generally  assigned  as  the  imnicdiate  cause  of 
the  attack.  An  emetic,  the  lancet,  and  a  tepid  bath,  are  commonly  the 
first  remedies.  But  during  the  convulsion,  the  child  cannot  swallow  ; 
blood-letting,  as  we  know  from  experience  (however  far  it  may  be  carri- 
ed), will  not  always  secure  a  favorable  termination  ,  and  the  value  of  a 
tepid  bath,  appears  to  us  to  be  greatly  overrated.  Discouraged  as  to  a 
reliance  on  these  means,  we  lately  resolved  on  a  course  somewhat  the 
reverse.  Being  hastily  called  to  a  little  girl  tour  years  old  (whose  sis- 
ter had  expired  of  convulsions  in  the  bathing  tub  the  year  before,  imme- 
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diatoly  after  venesection),  we  found  her  in  violent  spasms. >'  A  warm 
batli^liad  been  prepared,  but  in  place  of  it,  we  resorted  to  the  cold  dash, 
and  in  less  than  a  minute  pf.'rfect  relaxation,  with  quiet  of  the  muscular 
system,  was  tlie  consequence.  Lest  the  sinuses  of  the  brain  should 
have  become  engorged,  we  drew  a  moderate  quantity  ol"  blood,  and  then 
gave  repeatj  d  enemata.  Still  further,  after  the  patient  was  able  to  swal- 
low, we  administered  an  emetic.  Nothing,  however,  was  discharged 
from  the  alimentary  canal,  that  indicated  a  morbid  state  of  its  contents, 
and  it  seemed  to  us  that  the  victory  was  won  by  the  cold  water  alone. 
It  is  to  bear  testimony  in  favor  of  this  practice  (tiot  suggested  as  new), 
that  we  have  thought  the  case  entitled  to  publication. —  West.  Med.  Jour. 


Transylvania  Medical  School. — The  Transylvania  INIedical  Journal, 
which  has  just  come  to  hand  from  Lexington,  Ky.,  contains  a  brief  notice 
of  the  recent  occurrences  in  the  above-named  school.  It  is  stated  that  a 
full  investigation  of  the  state  of  the  college  has  been_made,  the  full  re- 
sult of  which  is  not  yet  known.  Dr.  Caldw(;ll,  however,  has  been  dis- 
missed, and  the  faculty  temporarily  dissolved.  They  were  to  meet  ao-ain 
the  latter  end  of  April,  to  re-organize  a  faculty.  JNo  delay  in  the^opera- 
tions  of  the  school  is  anticipated. 


Great  Jlscilic  Effusion. — A  case  of  ascites  is  related  by  Dr.  J.  B. 
Beall,  of  JNIissouri,  in  the  Western  Medical  Journal,  in  which  the  patient 
was  tapped  ninety-six  times  during  the  last  three  or  four  years  of  his 
life,  and  serum  to  the  amount  of  275  gallons  was  drawn  off. 


Cure  for  Tetter. — Dr.  Savardan,  in  a  communication  in  the  Jour,  des 
Connaiss.  Med.  Chirurg.  for  January,  1836,  boasts  of  having  obtained 
great  success  in  the  treatment  of  tetters  (dartres), -by  an  ointment  com- 
posed of  one  part  of  the  sulphuret.  of  lime  and  eight  parts  of  lard.  This 
ointment  is  rubbed  on  the  affected  part  with  the  palm  of  the  hand  for  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  morning  and  evening. — Amer.  Jotir.  Med.  Science. 


Miscellamj. — Isaac  Newton  Slocombe,  a  medical  student  from  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  who  has  been  about  one  year  in  England,  recently  died  at 
Kingston,  in  consequence  of  injuries  received  in  a  street  squabble  with 
one  William  Bayne. — Considerable  excitement  was  made  the  other  day 
in  Church  street.  New  York,  by  the  discovery  of  two  hands  and  part  of 
a  human  face,  which  were  afterwards  ascertained  to  have  dropped  from  a 
cart  in  which  the  effects  of  a  surgeon  were  being  removed  to  another 
location. — The  Censors  of  the  Suffolk  Med.  District  will  meet  at  No. 
25  Winter  St.  on  the  25th  inst.,  lor  granting  licenses. — At  the  late  meet- 
ing of  the  Boston  Medical  Association,  Dr.  Higginson  was  chosen  Secre- 
tary, in  the  place  of  Dr.  Storer,  who  resigned.— The  Ulemas  have  con- 
sented to  the  proposition  of  the  Sultan  of  Turkey,  to  introduce  the  study 
of  practical  anatomy,  with  the  proviso  that  none  but  the  bodies  of  Chris- 
tians and  Jews  should  be  used  in  the  dissecting  rooms. — Broom-seed  in 
the  form  of  tincture,  is  recommended  as  a  remedy  in  dropsical  affections, 
in  a  pamphlet  by  the  late  Dr.  Richard  Pearson,  one  of  the  phy.sicians  of 
the  Birmingham  Hospital,  England. 
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The  Report  of  the  New  Haven  County  Medical  Society  on  the  subject  of 
irregular  practitioners  is  received.  It  is  our  intention  to  insert  it  entire  in  the 
Journal,  as  soon  as  we  have  room. 

Died,— In  Windfield,  Herkimer,  Co.  N.  Y.,  Dr.  Zedina  M.  Ball,  aged  60.— At 
Natchitoches,  Lou.,  Dr.  John  Sibley,  aged  85,  formerly  of  Worcester  Co.,  Mass. 
— In  Norwich,  Ct.  Dr.  John  Turner,  aged  73. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  May  12,  31.     Males,  20 — Females,  11. 

Inflammation  on  the  lungs,  5 — dropsy  on  the  chest,  1  —  infantile,  1 — scarlet  fever,  1 — croup,  1 — sud- 
den, 1 — ahscess  of  llie  pleura,  I — disease  of  the  heart,  1— disease  of  the  spine,  1 — pleurisy,  2 — burn, 
1 — anaemia,  1 — syphilis,  1 — liernin,  I — cancer,  1 — spasms,  1 — ulcers  on  the  lungs,  1— interniiltent  fe- 
ver, 1 — hemorrhage,  1 — inflammation  of  the  bowels,  1 — dropsy  on  tlie  heart,  1 — drowned,  1. 


PROLAPSUS   UTERI   CURED    BY    EXTERNAL   APPLICATION. 

DR.  A.  G.  HULL'S  aTERO-ABDO-MlNAL  SUPPORTER  is  offered  to  those  afflicted  with  Prolapsv» 
i/ieri,  and  other  diseases  depending  upon  relaxation  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  as  an  instrument  in 
every  way  calculated  f,)r  relief  and  perjnaneiit  restoration  to  health.  When  this  instrument  is  care- 
fully and  properly  fitted  to  the  form  of  tliepalient,  it  invariably  affords  the  most  immediate  immunity, 
from  the  distressing"  dragging  and  bearing  down  "  sensations  wliich  accompany  nearly  all  visceral  dis- 
placements of  the  abdomen,  and  its  skifful  application  is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of 
radical  relief  from  the  patient  herself.  The  Supporter  is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  a|)plied  by 
the  patient  without  further  aid.  Within  the  last  two  years  700  of  the  Utero-Abdominal  Supporters 
have  been  applied  with  the  most  happy  results. 

The  very  great  success  which  this  instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its  examination 
by  the  Physician  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  pessary  hitherto  in  use.  It  is  gratifying  to 
state,  that  it  has  met  the  decided  approbation  of  every  member  of  the  Medical  Faculty  who  has  ap- 
plied it,  as  well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  it. 

The  Subscribers  having  been  appointed  agents  for  the  sale  of  the  above  instruments,  all  orders  ad- 
dressed to  them  will  be  promptly  attended  to.     Price,  i510. 

Lowe  a.  Rked,  Boston;  David  Kim3all,  Poitsmouth,  N.  H.,  Joshua  Dlrgin,  Portland,  Me., 
Joseph  Balch,  Jr.  Providence,  R.  1. ;  Elisha  Edwards,  Springfield,  Mass.  ;  N.  S.  Worden, 
Bridgeport,  Conn.  Oct.  5— 6m 

TO   MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

The  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  in  all  the  branches  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery.  A  suitable  room  will  be  provided,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  medical 
library,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  di.nricts  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  Eye 
and  Eir  Infiruiarv,  and  of  attending  a  course  of  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye. 

A  regular  course  of  recitations  and  examinations  will  include  all  the  required  professional  works. 
.\nat')!nical  instruction  and  private  dissection  will  form  a  prominent  part  in  the  study  of  the  pupils. 
For  further  information,  apply  to  either  of  the  subscribers.  JOH.\  JEFFRIES,  M.D. 

R.  \V.   HOOPER,  M.D. 
Fra-ildin  Street,  JVoB.  9,  1836.  NIG— tf  JOHN  H.  DIX,  M.D. 

RETRE.\T  FOR  INVALIDS. 

The  profession  is  respectfully  informed  that  Dr.  A.  H.  Wilder  has  purchased  a  large  and  convenient 
house  in  the  pleasant  town  of  Groton,  Mass.,  likewise  suitable  carriages,  horses,  saddles,  &c.,  forlhe 
accommodation  of  nervous  invalids.  April  12— 3t 


MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

THE  Subscribers  haveassociated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  instruction  to  Medical  Students.  Oppor- 
tunities will  be  aflforded  forthe  observation  of  diseases  and  their  treatment  in  one  of  the  Dispensa- 
ry Districts  and  at  the  House  of  Industry;  and  clinical  instruction  will  be  given  on  the  cases. 
Weekly  Lectures  and  Recitations  will  be'givenon  llie  various  branches  of  Medical  Science,  and 
ample  opportunities  afforded  for  the  cultivation  of  Practical  .Anatomy.  Special  attention  will  be  paid 
to  the  exploration  of  diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Lungs. 
Applications  may  be  made  to  either  of  the  Subscribers. 

MARSHALL  S.  PERRY,  M.D. 

AUGUSTUS  A.  GOULD,  M.D. 
Xov.  30.  HI:NRY  I.  BOWDITCH,  M.D. 

HENRY  G.  WILEY,  M.D. 


TO    .MEDICAL    STUDENTS. 

H.  \.  DKWAR,  M.D.  intends  forming  a  class  for  the  study  of  Dentistry,  in  every  branch.  The  num- 
ber will  be  limited,  and  each  student  will  have  an  opportunity  of  becoming  practically  acquainted 
with  all  the  operations  and  manipulations  requisite.  Dr.  D.  has  provided  a  large  and  commodious 
work-room  fur  their  exclusive  use.  Further  pirtirulars  may  be  learned  by  calling  on  Dr.  Dewar,  No. 
1  .Moulgomcry  Place.  tf— Dit.  !'.> 

Boston,  OcL.  7,  1830. 
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FISKE  FUND   PRIZE   DISSERTATIONS   OF  THE  RHODE  ISLAND  MEDI- 
CAL   SOCIETY— NO.  ^IL 

BY    DAVID    KING,    JR.,     M.D.    NF.\*ORT. 

"  JfTiat  are  the  causes  and  nature  of  Purpura  Hemorrhagica,  and 
the  best  mode  of  treatment  to  be  emyloijed  therein  ?" 

[Continued  from  page  23G.]         .  .'••- 

Case  IV,* — The  patient,  set.  12,  was  scrofulous,  ha»i'ing  a  cfironic  dis- 
ease in  her  left  wrist.  June  21,  a  spot  appeared  on  'her  under  lip,  like 
the  mark  from  a  pen,  and  the  next  morning  similar  oneajfcere  seen  stud- 
ded over  her  legs  and  arms.  She  walked  to  Mr.  WopaWiouse  (abo.ut 
a  mile's  distance),  witl^ease.  Some  opening  mecTicitJ^a^s  ordered. 
Mr.  W.  found  her  tha^^^day  sitting  by  the  fire,  her  'j>^felij^ood,  aAd 
unconscious  of  ailm^^^Kilts  were  given.  At  10  at  t\igfli  she  had 
some  milk  and  bread^^^Boon  afterwards  went  to  the  watM-cl<J^et,  and 
again  betwixt  3  and  4^^^M.,  when  she  was  extremely  faiili^and  giddy. 
There  was  severe  pain  in  the  right  temple,  an^distressing^ckness  su- 
pervened.    What  she  vomited  ^^^as  tinged  witl^jood,  and  begums  nSw 


bled  readily.  Most  alarming  languor  andj^Kiustionsuccfe^ed  ;  tAie 
tendency  to  vomit  continued  ;  the  pulse  \fl(BiKrcely  ^reeptialp  ;  sym^. 
toms  of  oppressed  brain  manifested  themselves,  and^-a^,  3,  P.  M.,  she 
died  comatose.  '  5 

Dissection. — Surfa^^s  befoi^  described.  The  pei^icranium  and 
dura  mater  were  cov^^^Bth  petechial  spols.  On  ren%ving  the  mem- 
brane, the  effects  of  iSpKffusioD  of  blood  were  evident^  In  the  right 
templar  region,  a  firm  coagulum,  noating  in  bloody  serurn,"^had  forced  its 
way  through  the  brokenxdown  brain  into  the  ventricle.  The  serous 
membranes  of  the  chest  *i'd  abdomerw;  were  studded  tkjpughout  with 
dark  livid  spots.  *",'  p-*,  •• 

Several  cases  of  purpura  hsmorrhagiba,  with  a  detay^d"  account  of 
the  appearances  after  death,  will  be  found  in  the  work  of  Rayer,  under 
the  article  Hemacelinose.  The  results  of  these  post-morl'em  exanrjpa- 
tions  we  have  stated  previously.  • 

Several  pathologists  have  endeavored  ilju.  investigate  the  {)atliology  of 
the  fluids,  in  this  disease,  but  as  yet  a©  lajisfact^iy  results  have  been 
obtained.  m  ^^T^       ^> 

5.: x^ U_ -^ 

•  Case  of  Purpura  HsBmorrhagica.     By  VV.  Wood.    '•fetjn))virgnj^  Medico-Obirurgical   Transactions, 
vol.1.     See  London  Jledico-Chirurgical  RevWfr*^t<)l.^^lt!pn9K'^        "    /     " 

16  T^-      ..  *    ' 
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The  following  is'  the  result  of  an  analysis  of  the  urine  of  a  patient 
affected  with  purpura  haBniorihai;ica.  This  case  is  related  in  the  Trans- 
actions of  the  Medico-Chinn-gical  Society  of  Edinburgh,  vol.  1,  pi). 
671,  by  Ebenezer  Gairdner,  i\l.D. 

"  No.  1,  voided  on  2d  May,  at  half  past  2  o'clock,  P.  M.,  was  of  a 
brown  color,  without  smell.  On  standing,  it  deposited  a  precipitate  of  a 
dark  color,  while  the  superior  part  of  the  fluid  was  of  a  dirty  pale  yel- 
low color,  and  turbid.  When  the  urine  was  shaken  it  resumed  the 
original  brown  appearance ;  and  a  portion  of  it,  that  was  set  aside,  after 
eighteen  hours  standing  was  still  without  smell. 

^'Experiments. — 1.  Litmus  paper  was  stained  slightly  red. — 2.  A  dense 
white  coaguluni  was  produced  by  a  heat  of  180°. — 3.  Diluted  nitric  acid 
and  alcohol  produced  a  aoiilarcoagulum. — 4.  Corrosive  muriate  of  mer- 
cury caused  an  abundatw  white  precipitate. — 5.  Lime-water  produced  a 
very  slight  precipitate. — 6.  Potash  did  not  cause  any  precipitate. — 7.  One 
fluid  drachm  contained  2  1-2  grains  of  solid  matter  ;  the  urine  contained 
l-24th  part  of  solid  contents. — 8.  A  slight  precipitate  was  produced  in 
the  cleai- liquid,  by  the  corrosive  muriate  and  infusion  of  gall. — 9.  The 
clear  liqWd  contained  a  considerable  portion  of  a  coloring  matter,  and 
but  a  small  quantity  of  phosphoric  salt,  with  no  urea. 

"  Nos.  2  aiidyS,  voided  at  5  and  half  past  5  o'clock,  P.  M.  of  2d 
May,  difFere«rincipally  from  No.  1,  in  containing  more  free  acid  and 
less  albumiua^y,  matter,  the  urine  containing^nly  l-27th  part  of  solid 
Cfft tents.  .**'•'•  ^^^^ 

"  In  i\e  8th  experiment,  the  precipitat^^^Mrather  more  copious, 
indicating  the  presence  of  gelatine  and  mucl^^^V 

"  In  thej»&th  experiment,  also,  the  appe^^es  were  rather  more 
distinct.     •* 

•"  Dr.  Ot)mbe  has  skaun,  in  his  case  of  purpura,*  that  there  was  an 
ejicess  of  tJTbumen,  witf^^deficiency  of  urea,  similar  somewhat,  in  this 
respect,  "to  the'^Uffsent  cim^ 

.11.  The  string  characteristic  of  this  disease,  is  the  general  haemor- 
rhagic  tendenc^. '  It  seems  evident,  therefore,  that  some  light  will  be 
thrown  on  its  nature  by  considering  the  pathol^^of  haemorrhage. 

A  difFerenc&gof  opinion  exists  aitlbng  pa^^^Kts  in  relation  to  the 
mode  in  which  spontaneous  haemorrhage  tak^^Pre. 

One  class  of  pathologists  suppose  itto  arise  from  the  rupture  of  blood- 
vessels. Thus  haemoptysis  was  considered  b)'  the  older  writers,  and  is 
regarded  nowhy  some  modern,^  as  attributal^fe  to  ruptured  bloodvessels. 
The  error.of 'his  explanation  isi*  fully  proved  by  the  fact,  that  no  rup- 
tured bloodvessels  discover  themselves  on  examination  after  death,  and 
in  some  cases  no  morbid  appearance  in  the  mucous  membrane  lining  the 
bronchias.  •:  The  same  reasoning  is  true  in  regard  to  the  haemorrhages 
froiii  the  other  mucous  mcmbmnes  ;  no  erosion  of  bloodvessels  and  no 
cicatrices  being  revealed  by  ji^st-mortem  examination. 

Another  class  of  pathologists,  attribute  spontaneous  ha:morrhage  to 
debility  and   relaxation   of  the  ^apillaries,  in  connection  with  excessive 

— ■■ ■s' ; — 

*  Edint^urgli  Me(J»and  Sujtf-  Journal,  No.  66. 
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monientuin  of  the  blood.  The  advocates  of  this  doctrine  disregard  the 
great  discovery  of  Bichat — the  distinction  between  the  vascular  circula- 
tion and  il)e  capillary  circulation.  The  vascular  circulation  is  maintained 
by  the  [)ropiilsive  power  of  the  heart,  direct  from  the  arteries,  through 
certain  capillaries,  to  the  veins.  But  the  portal  circulation,  and  the 
lymphatic,  cannot  be  explained  on  the  principles  of  hydraulics.  The 
reasonings  of  Bichat,  that  the  capillary  and  parenchymatous  circulation 
is  maintained  by  inherent  forces  of  its  own,  are  unanswerable.  Hence 
the  true  pathology  of  the  circulating  system  must  be  based  on  the  doc- 
trine of  physiology,  which  admits  of  two  kinds  of  circulation.  1st. 
The  direct  circulation  performed  by  the  heart.  2d.  The  capillary  or 
parenchymatous  circulation^  performed  by  inheient  and  vital  forces  of 
its  own.  The  doctrine  which  ascribes  haemorrhage  to  the  vis  a  tergo  of 
the  heart's  action,  is  disproved  by  these  last  results  of  physiological  dis- 
covery. Spontaneous  haemorrhage  takes  place,  not  from  those  capilla- 
ries which  belong  to  the  direct  circulation  maintained  by  the  heart,  but 
from  those  capillaries  which  belong  to  the  parenchymatous  circulation. 
The  latter  circulation  is  maintained,  notby  mechanical  forces,  but  by  vital 
forces.  Its  pathological  phenomena  must  be  explained,  therefore,  not 
on  the  principles  of  mechanics,  but  on  those  of  vitality. 

The  third  class  of  pathologists  regard  spontaneous  haemorrhage  as  an 
exhalation  of  blood,  produced  by  an  alteration  of  the  vital  forces  of  the  ca- 
pillaries or  exhalents.  This  patliology  of  hsemorrhage  was  first  advanced 
by  Bichat,  who  sustains^by  unanswerable  arguments.  As  physiology  and 
pathology  advance,  tl^^kctrine  which  ascribes  haemorrhage  to  a  morbid 
and  vital  act  of  the  el^^lnts  and  capillaries,  will  prevail  more  and  more 
over  those  which  disregard  the  distinction  between  vital  laws  and  the 
laws  which  govern  inanimate  matter.  The  mechanical  doctrines  of 
spontaneous  hjemorrhage,  while  unsupported  by  facts,  carry  our  science 
back  to  the  days  when  the  human  body  was  regarded  as  a  machine, 
governed  by  chemical  and  mechanical  laws'.  The  great  truths,  discov- 
ered by  Bichat,  should  not  in  this  day  of  improvement  be  thus  trampled 
upon. 

Now,  purpura  haemorrhagica  is  characterized,  in  the  great  majority  of 
instances,  by  a  disposition  to  hsemorrhage,  in  the  external  and  internal 
tegumentary  tissues,  in  the  skin  and  mucous  membranes.  In  some  cases, 
this  hsemorrhagic  disposition  extends  to  the  serous  membranes;  and  in  a 
few  rare  instances  it  affects  the  parenchymatous  structure  of  the  different 
organs,  and  prevails  in  all  the  tissues  which  enter  into  the  composition  of 
the  organs  of  the  economy.  The  whole  phenomena  of  the  disease, 
the  general  haemorrhagic  irritation,  and  obvious  derangement  of  the  great 
secreting  viscera,  evince  that  the  source  of  this  disease  cannot  properly 
be  ascribed  to  any  one  organ,  or  its  morbid  sympathies,  but  rather  to 
some  part  of  the  system  which  has  a  pervading  influence,  and  a  power- 
ful control  over  the  functions  of  the  organic  life. 

In  an  interesting  case  of  purpura  haemorrhagica,  which  came  under 
my  observation  in  the  summer  of  1834,  the  only  probable  cause  which 
could  be  assigned  to  the  disease,  was  the  patient's  exposure  to  putrid  ex- 
halations arising  from  decayed  cisterns,  in  which  vegetable  and  animal 
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matter  was  undergoing  decoiiiposiiioi).  The  patient,  a  little  girl,  was 
pale,  exanyious,  emaciated,  and  seemed  to  have  suffered  from  want  of 
food  ;  but  on  inquiry,  1  ascertained  that  she  had  been  supplied  with  a  suf- 
ficient quantity  of  food,  and  of  proper  quality.  What,  then,  could 
have  interrupted  the  processes  of  nutrition,  and  produced  the  general 
depression,  and  hsemorrhagic  disposition  in  the  system  ?  It  seems  per- 
fectly accordant  with  sound  pathological  doctrines,  and  true  physiologi- 
cal principles,  to  suppose,  that  in  this  case  the  putrid  exhalations,  to 
which  the  patient  had  been  exposed,  produced  a  morbid  state  of  the 
organic  nerves,  and  through  the  agency  of  these,  that  derangement  of 
nutrition,  of  secretion,  and  of  the  whole  vascular  system,  which  charac- 
terize the  disease. 

The  anatomical  and  functional  relations  of  the  ganglionic  nerves, 
would  seem  to  point  out  that  portion  of  the  nervous  system  as  chiefly 
implicated  in  purpura  hemorrhagica. 

It  is  the  function  of  the  organic  nerves,  distributed  throughout  the 
vascular  and  capillary  systems,  to  impart  vitality  to  the  blood,  to  main- 
tain its  circulation  in  the  parenchyma  of  the  different  organs,  to  preside 
over  nutrition,  secretion,  and  tlie  vital  processes  constantly  going  on  in 
the  intimate  texture  of  the  organs  of  the  economy. 

The  haemorrhagic  irritation,  which,  in  purpura  hsemorrhagica,  prevails 
more  or  less  in  the  different  tissues  and  organs,  can  only  have  its  seat  in 
the  organic  nerves  distributed  to  the  capillaries.  Again,  the  symptoms 
of  this  disease  evince  a  general  functional  dis^bance  in  those  organs, 
and  an  interruption  of  the  processes  of  seci^^B  and  nutrition,  over 
which  the  organic  nerves  preside.  ^^P 

The  researches  of  Dr.  Stoker  and  others,  have  shown  the  almost  in- 
variable occurrence,  in  this  disease,  of  morbid  alterations  of  the  blood. 
From  their  anatomical  and  physiological  relations,  the  organic  nerves 
cannot  remain  in  a  normal  slate  whilst  the  blood  is  diseased. 

The  anatomical  connections  of  the  ganglionic  system  with  the  cerebro- 
spinal system  of  nerves,  especially  the  inosculation  of  the  par  vagum 
with  the  solar  plexus,  show  how  the  primary  irritation  of  the  ganglionic 
nerves  may  be  aggravated  by  the  depressing  passions ;  and  how,  conse- 
cutively, may  be  produced  the  prostration  of  mind,  the  loss  of  muscular 
energy,  the  pains  in  the  back,  loins,  and  lirubs,  and  the  other  symptoms 
of  cerebro-spinal  affection,  which  usually  attend   this  disease. 

Whether  the  primary  link  in  the  chain  of  morbid  actions  consists  in 
an  affection  of  the  organic  nerves,  or  in  a  morbid  condition  of  the  blood, 
future  investigations  in  regard  to  the  predisposing  and  exciting  causes  of 
this  disease  will  indicate.  The  effects  of  putrid  vegetable  and  animal 
matter,  when  injected  into  the  bloodvessels,  as  illustrated  in  the  experi- 
ments of  MM.  Gaspard  and  Magendie,  evince  that  primary  morbid  irri- 
tation of  the  organic  nerves,  distributed  throughout  the  vascular  and  ca- 
pillary systems,  is  capable  of  producing,  not  only  the  phenomena  of 
fever,  but  morbid  alterations  of  the  blood,  and  sanguineous  effusion  from 
the  capillaries  in  the  rnucous  membrane  and  in  the  intimate  structure  of 
the  viscera.     One  of  the  effects  of  animal  poison,  on  this  class  of  nerves, 


Purimra  Hccmorrhagica.  249 

is  illustrated  in  Lucan's  description  of  the  general  lia^inorrhage  produced 
by  the  bite  of  the  hajinorrhois,  a  Libyan  serpent. 

"  Improssit  rlnntos  IhiMnonliois  aspera  Tullo 
IMagnaniriio  juvoiiti,  iiiiialoiiciiie  Catonis. 
Ulque  solot  i>aiiter  tfitis  eflundcre  signis 
Corycii  prcssura  croci  :  sic  omnia  membra 
Eiiiisscru  simiil  nitiluin  pro  saiijiiiino  virus. 
Sanguis  eraiU  lacrymaj  qntecunquc  foramina  novil 
Humor,  al)  his  largus  manat  cruor  :  ora  rodundat, 
Et  patulaj  nares  :  Sudor  rubel :  omnia  plenis, 
Membra  fiuunt  venis  :    Tolum  est  provulrieie  corpua." 

Lucan's  Pharsalia.     Lib.  ix.  ver.  8()G. 

Diagnosis. — Purpura  JicLinorrhagica  is  easily  recognized  by  its  two 
leading  ciiaracteristics,  the  petechia3  and  ecchymoses  on  the  skin,  and 
the  hsemorrhages  from  the  mucous  membranes.  We  leave  the  question 
in  regard  to  the  difference  between  this  affection  and  scurvy,  or  their 
identity,  to  be  determined  by  future  investigations. 

Prognosis. — The  prognosis  of  this  disease  is  very  uncertain.  The 
following  remarks  are  taken  from  the  valuable  work  of  Rayer.  "  L'he- 
niac('linose  independante  de  toute  complication,  ofTre  un  danger  pro- 
portionne  a.  la  quantite  de  sang  perdu  dans  les  hemorrhagies,  qui  ont 
lieu  simultanement  ou  successivement  sous  la  peau  et  dans  son  epaisseur, 
a  la  surface  ou  dans  le  tissu  des  membranes  muqueuses,  au-dessous  des 
membranes  sereuses  et  dans  le  parenchyme  des  visceres.  D'ailleurs  la 
gravite  de  ces  hemorrhagies  varie,  suivant  I'importance  des  tissus  ou  des 
organes  afFectes.  L'existence  anterieure  ou  le  developpement  accidentel 
d'une  maladie,  du  p(minon,  du  coeur,  des  organes  digestifs,  etc.,  rendent 
le  pronostio  plus  fachfux  et  le  traitement  plus  difficile." 

Treatment. — It  is  impo.ssible  to  form  precise  rules  of  treatment  in  this 
disease.  It  is  evident  that  it  assumes  a  great  variety  of  forms ;  that 
though  it  has  its  invariable  and  distinctive  characteristics,  yet  the  degree 
of  constitutional  energy  accompanying  each  particular  case,  and  the 
morbid  states  with  which  it  may  be  associated,  vary  to  an  indefinite  ex- 
tent. Hence  in  considering  the  treatment  of  this  disease,  it  will  be 
proper  to  take  such  general  views  as  pathological  research  justifies  ;  not 
confining  our  attention  to  its  inflammatory  states  with  Parry,  or  to  its 
states  of  depressed  vital  power  with  Willan. 

A  professed  nosologist  might  consider  this  disease  under  its  sthenic 
and  asthenic  forms.  But  in  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge  of  pur- 
pura hajujorrhagica,  such  a  division  would  not  contribute  to  accuracy  in 
the  adaptation  of  remedial  measures  to  the  different  pathological  states 
which  accompany  its  various  forms. 

From  a  review  of  recorded  cases,  it  would  seem  that  the  following  in- 
dications may  arise  to  be  fulfilled  in  different  cases  of  purpura  ha^mor- 
rhagica.  1st.  To  diminish  plethora,  and  remove  inflammatory  or  con- 
gestive tendencies.  2d.  To  remove  the  hiemonhagic  disposition,  which, 
in  our  opinion,  is  owing  to  an  irritability,  or  change  in  the  organic  action 
of  the  ganglial  nerves  distributed  to  the  capillary  system.  3d.  To  re- 
store the  secretions,  particularly  the  hepatic.  4lh.  To  raise  the  vital 
energies,  and  impart  force  to  the  capillary  system. 
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1st.  To  diminish  plethora,  and  remove  infiammatory  and  congestive 
tendencies. 

Plethora,  accompanied  by  inflammation  or  congestion,  attends  this 
disease  in  its  more  active  forms.  Hence  Parry  was  led  to  regard  it  an 
inflammatory  disease,  and  Bateman  a  congestive  disease.  Blood-letting 
is  the  great  remedy,  where  such  symptoms  manifest  lhe(uselves. 

If  the  disease  occur  in  adults,  whose  sanguineous  system  is  largely 
developed,  who  are  at  once  plethoric  and  robust,  whose  previous  living 
has  been  substantial,  who  have  enjoyed  exercise  in  the  open  air;  and 
if,  to  these  circumstances  of  age,  constitution  and  previous  habits,  there 
be  added  symptoms  of  local  determination,  either  to  the  head,  thorax, 
or  abdomen,  or  if  the  pulse  be  firm  and  hard,  or  evince  that  the  system 
is  laboring  under  a  load  which  oppresses  it,  the  practitioner  has  only  to 
follow  in  the  steps  of  Parry,  and  subdue  the  disease  by  blood-letting. 

The  indications  for  blood-letting  may  not  be  so  evident  in  other  cases 
of  the  disease  ;  the  pulse  may  be  feeble  and  frequent,  and  yet  the  signs 
of  excessive  congestion  clear — the  patient  being  affected  with  cough, 
dyspnoea,  and  pains  in  the  thorax,  or  with  symptoms  of  cerebral  conges- 
tion, or  of  congestion  in  the  portal  circle.  Now  in  the  treatment  of 
such  cases,  two  errors  may  arise,  and  have  actuall)'  occurred  in  practice, 
as  recorded  cases  evince.  First,  the  practitioner,  adopting  the  general 
principle  of  Parry,  that  the  disease  is  essentially  inflammatory,  has  bled, 
when  the  common  vascular  circulation  would  not  bear  it.  Second,  the 
practitioner,  taking  the  pulse  as  the  nosometer  of  disease,  has  mistaken 
congestion  for  debility,  and  by  the  use  of  tonics  l^s  aggravated  the  con- 
gestion— the  true  cause  of  the  debility.  In  sucRases,  the  true  object 
being  to  withdraw  the  blood  congested  in  the  capillaries  into  the  com- 
mon vascular  circulation,  and  the  pulse  not  admitting  of  blood-letting,  it 
will  be  proper  to  resort  to  diffusible  stimulants,  in  connection  with  coun- 
ter-irritants and  local  depletion  ;*  in  this  manner  keeping  up  the  ener- 
gies of  the  system,  and  relieving  the  engorged  capillaries.  If  the  pulse 
becomes  fuller,  but  symptoms  of  congestion  remain,  it  will  be  proper  to 
resort  to  venesection.  "  If  the  patient  expresses  himself  relieved,  and 
the  pulse  becomes  fuller  and  less  frequent,  we  have  encouragement  to 
proceed,  till  we  have  relieved,  in  a  degree,  the  system  of  the  load  which 
oppresses  it." — Stoker. 

Again,  venesection  is  indicated  when  purpura  hsemorrhagica  is  compli- 
cated with  inflammatory  diseases  ;  for  instance,  with  general  acute  rheu- 

*  The  hajmorrhagic  tendency  in  this  disease  is  so  great,  that  cupping  and  leeching 
cannot  frequently  be  applied,  on  account  of  the  danger  of  subsequent  hfemorriiage 
from  the  leech-bites  and  scarifications.  Macintosht  says,  that  in  venesection  a  larger 
orifice  should  not  be  made  than  is  actually  necessary,  as  subsequent  hfcmorrhage  fre- 
quently occurs  from  the  vein,  and  difficulty  is  experienced  in  suppressing  it.  The  prac- 
titioner can  judge  of  the  safety  of  local  depletion,  in  some  degree,  by  the  appearance  of 
the  blood  ;  if  it  coagulates,  wlieu  it  has  been  exhaled  from  the  mucous  membrane  of 
the  mouth,  and  forms  crusts  which  tenaciously  adhere  to  the  mucous  surface,  there  can 
be  no  danger  from  such  depletions.  These  phenomena  of  the  blood  evince  an  inflam- 
matory diatiicsis,  and  indicate,  in  the  opinion  of  Dr.  James  Johnson, t  the  safety  of 
venesection. 

t  Macintosli'3  Practice.  1  Med. -Cliirurgical  Review,  July,  1828.     Pp.213. 
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malism,  as  in  the  following  cases,  communicated  by  Dr.  J.  S.  Combe  to 
Dr.  Macintosh,  of  Edinburgh  : — 

"  A  remarkable  case  of  purpura  was  pointed  out  to  me  (says  Dr. 
Combe)  by  the  late  Dr.  Keilie.  The  subject  was  a  brewer's  servant, 
big  and  plethoric,  who,  on  the  fourth  day  of  an  attack  of  acute  and 
general  rheumatism,  was  found  covered  with  bright  petechial  spots;  he 
also  discharged  some  blood  from  the  bowels.  Active  depletion  was 
had  recourse  to,  and  he  made  a  quick  recovery."  Dr.  Combe  states 
that  he  lately  saw  a  robust  girl,  aged  5,  who  had  been  attacked  with  a 
violent  convulsive  fit,  and  on  recovery  complained  of  severe  pain  of  the 
head.  "  In  a  few  hours  I  saw  her,  and  as  smallpox  prevailed  in  the 
neighborhood,  her  friends  considered  it  as  such,  and  pointed  out  some 
spots  on  the  skin  ;  they  were,  tindoubtedly,  petechial,  and  covered  near- 
ly the  whole  body,  with  smart  fever  and  vomiting.  On  the  3d  day  the 
extensor  muscles  of  the  head  were  so  painful  that  she  could  not  bend  it 
forward  without  much  suffering  ;  in  a  few  hours  this  was  followed  by 
acute  pain  of  all  the  larger  joints.  The  spots  on  the  5th  day  were 
fainter  in  color,  and  disappeared  in  a  few  days  after  ;  but  eight  days 
more  elapsed  before  the  rheumatic  affection  subsided.  She  was  treated 
actively  by  venesection  and  purgatives."* 

(To  be  conliiiued.j 


OF  THE  COLOR,  FORM,  FEATURES,  &c.  OF    THE  FUTURE  OFFSPRING. 

BY    SAMUEL    FISH,    M.D. 

[Communicated  for  tlie  Boston  Medical  and  SiiiL'ical  Journal.] 

There  are  fixed  laws  and  a  cause  for  everything  ;  for  the  globes  which 
move  in  the  heavens,  and  the  dust  which  floats  in  the  air — for  the  light 
which  is  reflected  from  the  planetary  worlds,  and  the  color  and  tints  of 
the  whole  of  nature's  productions.  The  universe  is  a  vast  machine,  in 
which  one  thing  puts  another  in  motion,  and  that  another,  like  some  lit- 
tle wheel,  which  after  it  has  received  an  impulse  from  a  different  power, 
puts  a  complicated  machine  in  operation.  We  are  all  aware  that  the 
heavenly  bodies  revolve  in  their  respective  orbits  by  means  of  laws 
which  never  vary,  but  we  are  not  so  conscious  that  there  is  an  unerring 
cause  for  the  color,  form,  and  features  of  every  infant  and  every  animal 
that  is  ushered  into  the  world. 

Let  us  look  at  this  thing  a  little  farther.  And,  first,  let  us  inquire 
what  it  is  that  causes  such  a  variation  in  this  respect  in  the  human  spe- 
cies, so  that  out  of  the  innumerable  multitudes  that  populate  the  earth, 
no  two  persons  can  be  found  who  exactly  resemble  each  other.  But 
very  little  attention  has  been  paid  to  this  subject ;  yet  we  have  some 
data  from  whence  we  may  obtain  tolerably  accurate  testimonials.  The 
ancient  patriarch  Jacob  was  probably  a  philosopher,  as  well  as  a  person 
who  could  foretell  future  events.  That  he  was  taught  of  God,  matters 
not  in  regard  to  the  reality  of  the  thing.  Whether  a  person  becomes 
acquainted  with  the  nature   of  things  by  observation  and  subsequent  de- 

♦  Macintosh's  Practice. 
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ductions,  or  by  having  the  veil  removed  and  beholding  them  through  a 
different  medium  from  others,  is  the  same  thing.  Material  substances 
cannot  be  altered  by  the  means.  From  some  cause  or  other,  this  right- 
eous person  knew,  that  by  peeling  the  rods  of  the  poplar,  the  hazel,  and 
the  chesnut,  so  that  there  should  be  white  and  dark-colored  streaks, 
spots,  &-C.  in  them,  and  placing  them  in  the  gutters  and  watering  troughs, 
when  the  flocks  and  herds  came  to  drink,  the  eyes  of  the  cattle  woidd 
be  upon  the  rods,  and  that  when  they  conceived  they  would  bring  forth 
ring-streaked,  speckled  or  grizzled,  according  to  his  desires. 

The  common  people  are  sometimes  philosophers,  or  philosophers  in 
some  things.  Farmers,  by  being  continually  among  their  flocks  and 
herds,  have  learned  some  facts  which  those  who  are  accounted  wise  do 
not  know.  Many  of  them  are  aware  that  when  a  cow  or  a  mare  is  to 
receive  the  male,  a  full  view  of  him  immediately  afterwards  will  impress 
his  likeness  upon  the  future  progeny.  "  Stand  before  my  mare,"  said  a 
wag  upon  such  an  occasion,  "  for  I  want  to  have  a  black  colt."  It  is 
the  custom  among  grooms,  in  some  places,  to  lead  the  horse  in  front  of 
the  mare,  after  she  has  received  him,  that  she  may  look  at  him  a  minute 
or  two.  The  ancient  Greeks,  ever  solicitous  for  the  improvement  of 
their  race,  hung  up  pictures  of  strong  athletic  men  and  handsome  wo- 
men in  the  apartments  of  their  wives,  that  they  might  have  effect  upon 
their  offspring. 

Darwin  ascribes  the  likeness  of  the  progeny  to  the  imagination  of  the 
male  after  coition  ;  but,  though  this  may  have  some  effect,  it  is  doubt- 
less owing  more  to  the  female  than  the  male.  It  is  his  opinion  that  the 
sex  is  formed,  and  the  form  of  the  features  moulded,  in  conformation  to 
the  thoughts  and  imagination  of  the  male  at  that  time.  If  his  thoughts 
run  upon  a  handsome  female,  the  sex  and  external  appearance  will  be 
determined  by  such  thoughts. 

That  the  color,  form,  and  features  are,  in  some  measure,  more  or  less 
determined  and  produced  by  the  objects  with  which  the  female  is  associ- 
ated from  the  period  when  gestation  commences,  until  it  is  determined, 
is  proved  from  the  following  facts  and  circumstances.  Some  twenty  or 
twenty-five  years  ago,  a  relative  of  mine  purchased  a  yoke  of  oxen,  one 
of  which  was  perfectly  white.  There  was  not  another  creature  of  this 
color  in  the  whole  town,  and  not  another  in  the  herd  to  which  this  now 
belonged  that  had  scarcely  a  particle  of  white  belonging  to  it.  Notwith- 
standing this,  a  cow  that  stood  by  the  side  of  this  creature  during  the 
winter  succeeding  the  purchase,  had  a  calf  which  perfectly  resembled 
him  in  form  and  color.  I  have  remarked  myself,  and  others  have  done 
the  same,  that  women  who  liave  the  care  of,  or  are  in  the  presence  of, 
very  sick  persons  during  the  months  of  gestation,  have  children  with 
distorted  features,  and  other  resemblances  of  the  sick  person.  An  ac- 
quaintance of  tnine  had  a  man  in  his  employ,  whom  his  wife,  from  a 
number  of  disagreeable  attributes  belonging  to  him,  disliked  so  much 
that  she  said  she  perfectly  hated  him.  She  could  not  express  her  an- 
tipathy in  terms  strong  enough  to  correspond  with  her  feelings.  He 
was  a  singular  featured  person,  differing  as  widely  in  this  respect  from 
any  of  the  family,  as  two  persons  of  ditfercnt  and  distinct  nations.     Not- 
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withstanding  this,  a  daughter  of  this  woman,  born  (hning  tlic  period  of 
his  service,  reseuibletl  him  so  [leifectly  in  lier  external  appearance,  that 
even  after  she  was  twenty  years  old,  all  who  were  accjuainted  with  them 
made  frequont  remarks  about  it. 

One  fact  more,  out  of  a  great  number  which  might  be  adduced, 
will  be  mentioned  to  prove  that  the  marks  of  the  future  offspring,  wheth- 
er brute  or  human,  are  in  a  great  degree  impressed  upon  it  by  the  ob- 
jects with  which  the  female  is  surrounded,  or  by  which  she  is  accom- 
panied. Capt.  W.,  a  near  neighbor  of  mine,  has  a  gray  mare,  which 
two  years  ago  was  taken  to  a  dark  bay  horse.  A  fortnight  afterwards,  a 
friend  of  his,  upon  a  visit  from  a  distance,  rode  a  brown  mare  with  a 
very  peculiar  streak  of  white  upon  her  face  and  nose,  which  was  kept 
with  the  gray  mare  for  ten  or  twelve  days.  About  a  year  ago  the  gray 
mare  had  a  foal,  which  had  the  same  peculiar  mark,  and  the  same  color  of 
the  other  mare.  The  first  words  of  Capt.  W.,  when  he  saw  tl)e  foal, 
were,  "  I  wish  B."  (the  person  above  referred  to)  "  liad  kept  his  mare 
away." 

From  these,  and  many  other  cases,  it  may  be  inferred  that  the  color, 
form,  and  features  of  both  the  human  and  brute  creation,  are  influenced 
by  surrounding  objects.  The  flocks  and  herds  of  Jacob  were  operated 
upon  in  this  way  by  the  peeled  rods  of  poplar,  hazel  and  chesnut. 
From  a  similar  influence  the  Greek  women  had  athletic  and  handsome 
children.  And  from  the  same  cause  one  or  more  children,  in  some 
families,  have  no  resemblance  to  either  of  their  parents.  It  is  perhaps 
from  the  same  cause,  too,  that  children  so  often  resemble  one  or  the 
other  of  their  parents,. or  some  of  their  relatives.  There  must  be  some- 
thing peculiar  in  such  cases — something  calculated  to  produce  strong 
impressions,  one  way  or  the  other — vehement  love,  strong  hatred,  deep 
compassion,  or  some  other  unusual  affection.  After  all,  however,  per- 
sons' thoughts  and  feelings  are  so  much  beyond  their  control  that  it 
might  not  occur  according  to  anyone's  desires,  where  it  might  be  wished 
to  exert  any  particular  influence. 

Boston,  Alay,  1837. 


MEDICAL  BOTANY. 

[Communicated   for    tlie   Boston     Medical  and    Surgical   Journal.] 
NO.    VI. CHELONE.       SNAKE  HEAD. 

Sex.  Syst.  Class  didynamia  ;  order  angiospermia.  Generic  Charac- 
teristics.—  Calyx  five-parted,  with  three  bracts ;  corola  ringent,  ventri- 
cose  ;  sterile  filament  between  the  two  longest  stamens  ;  anthers  wooly  ; 
capsule  two-celled,  two-valved  ;  seeds  with  a  membranaceous  margin. 

Specif.  Descrip. —  Chelone  Glabca.  Plant  smooth  ;  leaves  opposite 
(inferior  sometimes  alternate),  lance-oblong,  acuminate,  serrate  ;  flow- 
ers in  dense  terminal  spikes.  It  grows  in  moist  places,  and  flowers  late 
in  summer.     Stem  simple,  often  solitary,  about   two  feet  high  ;  flowers 
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large,  nearly  while.  It  is  snmetinies  called  S'ldl-jlowcr,  from  the  shape 
of  its  corollii. 

It  is  foLin:!  coalman  in  the  Eastern  States,  and  is  preserved  by  the 
Shakers  for  nieclicinal  purposes.  As  a  remedy,  it  has  obtained  consid- 
erable celebrity  among  the  ignorant,  for  having  been  the  favorite  herb  of 
a  vagrant  empiric,  who  was  a  colored  man.  Hence  tiie  name  "  JS'egro 
herb"  has  been  given  it.  I  have  never  known  of  its  cures,  but  have 
often  heard  it  extolled.  It  is  an  agreeable  bitter,  anrl  doubtless  valuable 
as  a  tonic.  In  decoction  it  may  |)ossibly  act  as  a  diaphoretic  and  diu- 
retic, but  of  thhs  I  am  by  no  means  certain.  Perhaps  some  of  our  coun- 
try physicians  are  better  acquainted  with  its  properties  than  myself,  and 
will  inform  us.  The  leaves  and  stem  are  the  })arls  used,  and  may  be 
given  freely  when  mild  vegetable  tonics  are  required.  S.   A.  T. 

Cambridge,  May\b,  1837. 


TOOTH    POWDER. 

No  cosmetic  in  the  world  has  led  to  such  deception  and  charlatanism  as 
tooth  powder.  Doctors,  dentists,  chemists,  perfumers,  charlatans,  and 
mountebanks,  have  all  put  their  heads  to  work  to  find  out  the  panacea 
so  wished  for ;  and  if  they  search  till  doomsday,  they  never  can  find 
out  a  tooth  powder  that  will  do  more  than  clean  the  teeth  :  that  is — do 
no  more  good,  but  they  may  do  a  deal  more  harm,  for  some  of  them 
will  decay  and  destroy  the  teeth.  But  a  tooth  powder,  which  will 
neither  affect  the  teeth  or  stomach,  can  never  change  either  the  constitu- 
tion or  color  of  the  teeth. 

A  proper  tooth  powder  should  be  a  fine,  impalpable  powder,  dissolv- 
ing in  w^ater,  and  leaving  no  sediment  when  stirred  :  its  use  should  be 
merely  as  an  intermediate  substance  between  the  brush  and  the  tooth,  to 
assist  in  removing  the  tartar  that  may  have  lodged  upon  them,  and  neu- 
tralizing the  acids  that  may  be  between  the  teeth  which  the  brush  can- 
not get  at  ;  and  finally,  to  serve  as  a  polishing  substance  when  the  teeth 
are  clean  :  these  are  the  only  uses  that  tooth  powder  can  or  ought  to 
have. 

Two  questions  are  invariably  asked  a  dentist :  Is  tooth  powder  good 
for  the  teeth  ?     And  which  is  the  best? 

To  the  first  we  give  our  usual  answer — can  you  wash  your  hands 
without  soap  ?  You  may  rub  with  a  towel  and  water,  but  you  will  not 
effectually  remove  the  unctuous  secretions  on  the  hands  ;  but  the  soap, 
forming  an  intermediate  substance,  removes  it.  So  it  is  with  the  teeth  : 
without  powder  they  cannot  be  properly  cleaned. 

Which  is  the  best  powder,  would  be  a  very  diflicult  task  to  decide. 
Most  dentists  prepare  them  ;  and  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose,  that  a  den- 
tist of  reputation  will  not  give  anything  likely  to  be  injurious  to  the 
teeth  ;  and,  provided  they  contain  no  acid,  and  are  quite  impalpable, 
they  seldom  do  harm.  But  if  we  could  not  name  which  is  the  best,  we 
shall  at  all  events  name  two  of  the  very  worst,  viz.,  soot  and  charcoal. 
It  will  be  exclaimed,  "  What,  soot  and  charcoal  not  good  ?     Why,  look 
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at  the  chimney-sweeps,  in  support  of  the  former  ;  and  ahnost  every 
body  recommends  tlie  latter." 

We  shall  simply  observe,  as  to  the  first,  that  what  looks  beautifully 
white  in  a  sooty-faced  chimney  sweep,  would  look  passably  yellow  and 
dirty  in  a  youn^  lady  of  eighteen.  It  is  the  contrast  that  makes  them 
appear  so  white  and  the  gums  so  ruby.  Soot  contains  a  considerable 
quantity  of  acid,  and  is  on  that  score  bad.  We  have  moreover  exam- 
ined several  chimney-sweepers'  mouths,  which  were  far  from  being 
healthy. 

With  respect  to  charcoal,  and  all  calcined  substances  of  the  same 
nature,  they  are  decidedly  objectionable. 

Charcoal  has  the  peculiar  properly  of  drawing  to  itself  all  extraneous 
matter  ;  so  that  anything  in  a  putrid  state  being  surrounded  by  charcoal 
will  be  divested  of  its  fetid  matter,  which  is  transferred  to  the  charcoal. 
This  property  would,  therefore,  make  it  a  very  valuable  article,  if  clean- 
ing the  teeth  consisted  merely  in  putting  a  piece  of  it  into  the  mouth, 
and  there  allowing  it  to  be  stationary  ;  but  being  reduced  to  a  powder, 
and  rubbed  on  the  teeth,  some  of  the  particles  must  get  between,  or 
lodged  where  decay  may  have  commenced,  and  thus  form  a  nucleus  for 
collecting  extraneous  substances,  instead  of  neutralizing  them.  If  we 
could  be  sure  that  no  {)article  of  charcoal  would  remain  in  the  interstices 
of  the  teeth,  after  we  had  rinsed  our  mouths,  it  would  not  be  objection- 
able ;  but,  as  that  is  impossible,  a  substance  which  has  so  dangerous  a 
tendency  ought  to  be  discarded.  Let  any  person  who  is  in  the  habit 
of  using  these  powders  examine  their  teeth,  and  they  will  find  there  is  a 
bluish  black  appearance  between  them  that  is  not  natural.  It  does  not, 
however,  follow,  that  all  the  persons  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
using  charcoal  must  necessarily  have  bad  teeth  :  it  may  tend  to  decay 
them,  and  that  is  sufficient  to  reject  it  ;  added  to  which,  it  is  dirty. 

All  very  deeply  colored  powders  are  objectionable  ;  since  the  coloring 
matter  can  be  of  no  use,  and  may  contain  substances  which,  if  not  inju- 
rious to  the  teeth,  may  be  so  to  the  stomach. — Mortimer'' s  Observations. 
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PROFESSIONAL    OFFICIOUSNESS. 

Only  a  kw  weeks  ago,  in  consequence  of  the  representation  made  by 
the  profession,  through  a  committee,  to  our  city  government,  an  arrange- 
ment was  made  by  which  it  was  thought  an  accurate  return  might  be 
rendered  to  the  health  office,  of  all  the  deaths  and  the  diseases  which 
caused  them.  In  a  genuine  spirit  of  accommodation,  which  has  been 
the  invariable  characteristic  of  the  present  mayor's  administration,  and 
precisely  as  had  been  anticipated  by  the  physicians,  his  Honor  issued  a 
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circular,  in  which  if  was  shown  that  he  was  the  friend  of  the  citizens  as 
well  as  the  advocate  of  science.  With  an  unpardonable  manifestation  of 
independence,  liowcver,  altogether  inexcusal)le,  we  are  informed  that 
post-mortem  examinations  have  been  made,  entirely  against  the  wishes 
of  the  friends  of  deceased  persons — who  felt  that  they  had  been  grossly 
and  unwarrantably  insulted  by  a  measure  of  tiie  city  government,  which 
required  or  rather  permitted  u  phijsician  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  death. 
As  the  impression,  thus  falsely  gaining  credence,  would  soon  be  extend- 
ed, and  operate  most  powerfully  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  original  pe- 
titioners, the  physicians,  the  mayor  has  necessarily  published  the  follow- 
ing notice,  which  will  meet  the  approbation  of  every  friend  to  municipal 
order,  who  hails  from  the  medical  profession. 

"  Sir, — I  have  learnt  with  regret  that,  in  consequence  of  the  arrange- 
ments lately  entered  into,  with  the  physicians  of  the  city,  requesting 
them  to  return  to  the  superintendent  of  burials  the  name  of  the  disease 
of  which  persons  may  have  died  who  have  had  no  attending  physician, 
the  bodies  of  such  deceased  persons  have  been,  in  several  instances, 
opened  and  examined,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  nature  of  their 
complaints,  against  the  consent  of  the  relatives  ;  and  this  has  been  justi- 
fied, as  I  am  informed,  by  the  ordinance  of  the  city  council,  requiring 
the  above  mentioned  return. 

"  It  could  not  have  been  anticipated  that  a  practice  so  repugnant  to  the 
feelings  of  the  community,  would  have  been  deemed  justifiable  on  such 
grounds.  The  name  of  the  disease  cannot  be  thought  of  importance 
enough  to  warrant  the  government  or  the  physician  in  violating  feelings 
which,  if  not  universal,  are  most  extensively  prevalent  ;  and  the  design 
of  the  government  undoubtedly  went  no  farther  than  to  obtain  returns 
generally  accurate,  without  pushing  the  point  to  a  degree  of  minuteness 
and  technical  precision  which  require  practices  so  offensive. 

"  I  have  thought  it  advisable  to  state  these  views  of  the  subject  to  the 
physicians,  in  the  hope  that  it  might  prevent  the  necessity  of  passing  any 
order  by  the  city  council  prohibiting  post-mortem  examinations  without 
the  consent  of  relatives. 

"  City  Hall,  May   13,  1837." 


GREGORY'S  TRUSS. 

When  Chase's  truss  was  introduced,  we  thought  it  the  ne  plus  ultra,  in 
that  species  of  mechanism — and  it  may  still  be,  for  aught  we  can  discern; 
— and  yet  an  ingenious  mechanic,  residing  in  this  city,  calls  upon  us 
with  a  newly  invented  instrument,  which  is  entitled  to  so  much  regard, 
that  we  are  now  rather  perplexed  to  ascertain  which  of  all  the  patterns 
in  service  is  the  best.  So  far  as  the  principle  of  action  is  concerned,  it 
is  evidently  the  same  in  all  the  newly-invented  trusses  of  the  last  dozen 
years  ;  but  wliich  would  soonest  effect  a  radical  cure  of  hernia,  the  ulti- 
mate object  of  them  all,  is  the  question.  Specimens  of  JNIr.  Gregory's 
workmanship  are  left  with  the  editor,  for  inspection.  Those  who  may 
have  been  first  to  discover  the  excellencies  of  his  inguinal  apparatus 
over  those  which  have,  with  extreme  rapidity,  in  the  order  of  invention, 
preceded  it,  will  much  oblige  us  by  making  communications  upon  the 
subject.  A  very  large  class,  it  is  known,  sufier  from  hernia,  who  will 
gladly  avail  themselves  of  any  instrument  which  promises  to  give  relief, 
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and  place  full  reliance  upon  the  advice  of  their  physician  with  regard  to 
the  instrument  or  method  of  treatment. 

"  The  theory  upon  which  the  rupture  pads  are  formed,"  says  Mr. 
Gregory,  "  is  generally  conceded  to  be  correct  ;  and  as  a  modification 
of  the  hard  oval  or  conical  one  has  been  many  years  in  use,  its  apphca- 
tion  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  a  radical  cure  has  been  found  very  suc- 
cessful. But  in  cases  which  cannot  be  cured,  a  rupture  pad  less  rigid  is 
sometimes  preferred  ;  and  for  this  purpose  these  instruments  are  furnish- 
ed with  extra  pads,  which  can  be  changed  with  facility  in  difTerent  stages 
of  the  complaint.  One  important  objection  to  most  of  the  trusses  in  use, 
to  which  many  physician.s  have  adverted,  is  obviated  in  these.  The 
spring  which  passes  round  the  body  is  made  of  untempered  steel,  which 
can,  without  injury,  be  exactly  fitted  to  the  form  of  the  patient  ;  and  as 
the  pressure  upon  the  hernial  tumor  does  not  directly  depend  upon  this 
spring,  it  can  be  graduated  at  the  pleasure  of  the  wearer,  which  insures 
the  necessary  retentive  power  of  the  rupture  pad.  Much  care  has  been 
taken  in  the  mechanical  execution,  to  render  it  durable  and  perfect. 

"  The  practical  knowledge  possessed  l)y  physicians  of  the  proper 
mode  of  treating  hernia,  must  be  the  test  by  which  the  merit  or  ineffi- 
ciency of  these  instruments  will  be  decided." 


The  cut  above  represents  one  of  these   instruments  for  common  ingui- 
nal hernia. 


Disease  of  the  Rectum. — From  one  of  our  exchange  papers,  we  extract 
the  following  notice  of  a  new  publication  in  New  York,  which  seems  to 
be  uncommonly  decided  in  its  praises.  We  have  no  reason  to  doubt  the 
qualifications  of  the  gentleman  who  is  the  subject  of  these  wholesale 
doses  of  panegyrical  stimulus,  although  the  expediency  of  smothering  a 
man  with  kindness,  is  questioned.  If  a  copy  of  the  work  could  be  cir- 
culated hereabouts,  it  is  possible  that  the  propriety  of  all  this  beating  the 
bush  might  be  understood. 

*'  This  is  a  plain,  clear,  and  concise  treatise  upon  a  class  of  diseases, 
in  which  are  comprised  many  of  the  most  painful  and  disagreeable  affec- 
tions to  which  '  flesh  is  heir  to.' 

"Dr.  Bushe  has,  in  this  instance,  supplied  in  the  most  happy  and  per- 
fect manner,  a  desideratum  which  has  long  been  felt  by  the  medical  pro- 
fession. The  work  is  accompanied  by  a  volume  of  plates,  which,  cor- 
rectly drawn  and  elegantly  engraved  and  colored,  illustrate  to  the  mean- 
est comprehension  the  text  of  the  talented  and  experienced  author.     We 
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cannot  doubt  that  the  profession,  not  merely  of  this  city,  but  of  the  whole 
country,  will  eagerly  patronize  the  publication  of  a  work  of  so  much 
practical  utility  ;  one  so  eminently  calculated  to  improve  the  practice  of 
a  branch  of  surgical  science,  and  to  relieve  many  of  the  severest  ills  of 
sutTering  humanity. 

"  The  pleasure  and  giatitude,  however,  with  which  we  hail  the  appear- 
ance of  tills  useful  and  able  treatise,  is  very  much  qualified  by  our  pro- 
found and  sincere  regret  at  the  present  condition  of  its  distinguished 
author,  who,  we  lament  to  s.iy,  has,  for  a  long  time,  been  confined  to  a 
bed  of  sickness.  No  man  has  acquired  in  this  country  a  greater  repu- 
tation as  a  scientific  and  practical  surgeon  ;  but,  with  all  his  profound 
erudition  and  surgical  tact,  which  has  been  exerted  so  successfully  for 
the  relief  of  thousands,  he  has  not  been  able  to  save  himself  from  the 
attacks  of  disease.  We  hope,  however,  that  he  will  soon  be  able  to  re- 
sume the  duties  of  his  profession,  and  live,  for  a  long  time,  to  bless  the 
world  with  his  transcendant  and  unsurpassed  judgment  and  skill.  Our 
anxiety  on  this  subject  may,  perhaps,  be  somewhat  selfish,  inasmuch  as, 
independent  of  the  high  respect  and  admiration  which  we  feel  for  the 
man,  we  do  not  believe  that  his  place  could  be  easily  filled,  or  his  loss 
soon  supplied." 

Vermont  Medical  College. — Gentlemen  who  have  politely  forwarded 
catalogues,  will  please  accept  our  thanks.  The  institution  is  certainly 
in  a  healthful  and  fiourishing  condition.  There  have  been  matriculated 
seventeen  Rumors.  Whole  cost  of  lecture  tickets,  only  ^i45  ;  graduation 
and  diploma,  $18  ;  and  board,  including  wood,  lights,  and  washing,  from 
S2,50  to  $2,87  1-2  per  week  ;  so  that  a  man  may  go  into  Vermont,  frona 
any  of  the  Atlantic  towns  in  the  United  States,  and  study  medicine  cheap- 
er than  he  could  stay  at  home. 


Jlnatomi]  of  the  Eye. — Dr.  Alexander,  of  this  city,  has  prepared  a  cu- 
rious paper  upon  the  minute  structure  of  this  organ,  which  will  perhaps 
require  a  double  number  of  the  Journal,  should  it  be  thought  advisable 
not  to  divide  the  manuscript  into  two  parts.  It  was  our  intention  to  have 
commenced  it  next  week,  but  the  obligations  we  are  under  to  those 
whose  articles  have  already  been  on  hand  a  considerable  time,  may  per- 
haps render  it  absolutely  necessary  to  defer  the  doctor's  communication 
two  weeks  longer. 


Boijhton  Prize  Questions. — It  is  stronfjiv  suspected  that  a  very  peculiar 
manifestation  of  talent  will  be  exhibited  iti  the  writings  of  the  competi- 
tors the  present  year.  If  voluminousness  is  an  evidence  of  thought  and 
originality,  as  it  certainly  is  of  patience  and  mechanical  labor,  the  anti- 
cipations of  the  medical  public  will  suffer  no  disappointment. 


Scientific  ajid  Literarxj  Journal. — With  some  trifling  modifications  this 
is  the  Journal  formerly  conducted  by  ourselves,  under  the  title  of  Scien- 
tific Tracts.  On  the  1st  and  15th  of  each  month,  it  has  a  regular  publi- 
cation. Even  to  physicians,  it  would  be  a  welcome  visitant,  from  the 
circumstance  that  it  embraces  the  consideration  of  facts  in  all  the 
sciences. 
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jyeiu  Plant  in  the  Pliarmacopo'Aa. — Mr.  Foote  recently  read  a  paper  to 
the  London  Medico-Btilanical  Society  on  the  chimapliila  corymbosa,  a 
plant  hitely  admitted  into  the  new  edition  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  (tlie 
pyrola  umheilata  of  Bigelow  and  others),  long  and  extensively  used  in 
the  United  States,  where  it  is  abundant,  cliiefly  in  shady  woods.  Va- 
rious virtues  are  attributed  to  it,  but  it  appears  to  be  very  analogous  to 
uva  iU'si  in  its  qualities.  It  is  a  powerful  diuretic,  and  an  infusion,  sweet- 
ened with  sugar,  is  very  serviceable  in  the  strangury  of  gonorrhoea.  Its 
diuretic  properties  also  make  it  very  useful  in  anasarca  and  other  dropsies, 
and  Dr.  Mitchell  has  found  it  valuable  in  intermittent  fever  and  rheuma- 
tism, applied  locally.  It  is  also  said  to  relieve  toothache.  It  is  gen- 
erally employed  in  the  form  of  a  strong  decoction. — London  Lancet. 


Anatomical  Models. — We  have  much  pleasure  in  calling  attention  to 
a  collection  of  moulds,  of  a  novel  nature,  representing  various  portions 
of  the  human  structure,  on  a  plan  which  is  calculated  to  render  them 
peculiarly  serviceable  to  teachers  and  students  of  anatomy.  They  do 
not,  indeed,  possess  all  the  beauty,  or  the  precision  of  details,  to  be 
found  in  various  preparations  in  wax,  but  they  fully  compensate  for  any 
deficiency  in  this  respect  by  their  lightness,  elasticity,  and  hardness. 
These  qualities  permit  of  the  constant  use  of  the  mould  witliout  any  fear 
of  injury,  a  circumstance  which  gives  them  a  great  superiority  over  all 
the  works  of  this  kind  which  have  hitherto  been  submitted  to  our  inspec- 
tion.    Dr.  Rameaux  is  the  inventor. — Ibid. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Smallpox  has  excited  considerable  alarm  at  De- 
troit.— The  theory  that  coffee  prevents  the  growth  of  the  body,  is  most 
terribly  assailed  by  all  inveterate  coffee-drinkers. — The  town  of  Ells- 
boro',  New  Jersey,  is  without  a  physician  ;  a  similar  vacancy  exists  in  the 
town  of  Washington,  Mass. — Dr.  Mussey's  temperance  prize  essay  has 
been  printed  in  a  compact  12mo  form,  and  will  have  a  wide  circula- 
tion.— Preparations  are  making  at  the  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  Bowdoin 
square,  to  put  the  buildings  in  a  condition  to  receive  patients  from  abroad. 
The  bounty  of  the  Commonwealth  came  very  opportunely. — We  under- 
stand that  a  large  work  on  Theory  and  Practice  is  in  a  state  of  forward- 
ness by  an  eminent  ex-professor,  in  this  neighborhood. — Will  the  editor 
of  the  Dublin  Journal,  when  he  receives  this  notice,  re-arrange  matters 
so  that  we  may  obtain  his  in  exchange,  with  some  degree  of  regularity. 
Each  package  should  be  in  Liverpool  three  days,  at  least,  before  the 
sailing  of  a  New  York  packet. — The  East  India  Medical  Journal  seems 
to  have  been  suspended — as  a  number  has  not  been  brought  to  this  port 
for  many  months,  although  Calcutta  vessels  are  frequently  arriving  here. 
— The  United  States  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  JNew  York,  we  pre- 
sume has  also  been  stopped.  —Dr.  James  R.  Dickinson,  of  Selma  (Alab.), 
was  recently  killed  by  being  stabbed. — James  Thompson,  of  Philadel- 
phia, lost  his  life  by  the  carelessness  of  an  apothecary,  who  gave  the  un- 
fortunate sufferer  arsenic  for  cream  of  tartar  ! — Professor  Silliman  has 
been  elected  professor  of  chemistry  and  pharmacy  in  Transylvania  Uni- 
versity, at  Lexington,  Ky.  .But  his  removal  there,  from  New  Haven,  is 
very  problematical. — Arrived,  from  London,  Dr.  T.  W.  Parsons,  of 
Boston. — The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Mass.  Med.  Society  takes  place  on 
Wednesday  next,  May  3L     Discourse  by  Dr.  G.  Hayward,  of  Boston. 
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To  CoRRKSPONDENTs. — The  Communications  of  Drs.  Comstock  and  Gallup 
are  reserved  for  next  week. 

DrED, — In  New  York,  George  McCartney  Bushe,  M.D.,  aged  38. 

Whole  number  of  deallis  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  May  20,  34.     Males,  15 — Females,  19. 

Consumption,  5 — inflammatory  fever,  1 — phtliisis,  1 — dropsy,  2 — ascites,  2 — pleurisy  fever,  2 — 
dropsy  of  liie  head,  1 — pleurilis,  I — intemperance,  1— dropsy  in  the  chest,2— scirrhns  of  stomach.  1 
inflammation  of  the  lungs,  J — old  age,  1 — disease  of  the  brain,  2— infantile,  1 — dropsy  on  the  brain, 
2 — drowned,  2— stillborn. 2. 


THEODORE  METCALF— APOTHECARY, 

NO.  33  Tremont  street,  ten  doors  north  of  the  Tremoni  House,  devotes  his  chief  attention  to  com- 
pounding prescriptions ;  and  assures  physicians  that,  in  his  establishment,  no  persons  will  be  en- 
trusted with  this  (iu.li/,  except  those  of  skill  and  experience,  and  no  articles  used  but  those  of  the 
best  quality. 

T.  M.  keeps  no  tjuack  medicines,  but  chooses  to  rely  for  support  upon  regular  practitioners  and  their 
patients.     He  is  permitted  to  refer  to  Drs.  Jackson  and  Reynolds. 

May  24.  3m 

AMERICAN    MEDICAL   LIBRARY. 

Tins  Library  is  edited  by  Prof.  Dunnlison,  published  in  semi-monthly  Xos,  of  123  octavo  page9 
each,  making  in  a  year3328  pages — being  nearly  2U0  pages  more  than  any  other  Library  published, 
and  elegantly  printed.  16  pages  of  the  work  are  devoted  to  medical  intelligence,  and  112  pages  to  a 
republication  of  some  work  of  standard  character.  The  three  first  Xos.  contain  U'ardrop  on  Blood- 
letting, 74  pages  ;  Wardrop's  .Morbid  Conditions  of  the  Blood  ;  Stokes's  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Medicine,  152  pages  printed  ;  Brodie's  Xervous  Aliections,  74  pages  ;  Itard  on  Deafness,  92  pages; 
Formulary  of  New  Medicines.  Among  the  works  imported  lor  the  Library  are,  Guy's  Hospital 
Reports,  St.  Thomas's  do..  Collins's  Treatise  on  Midwifery,  Cormack  on  Creosote,  Mayo's  Pathology, 
Reiborski's  Auscultation,  Plumbe  on  the  Skin,  Cooper's  Surgery,  Latha^n's  Clinical  Medicine, 
Dewson's  Study  of  Medicine,  Fletcher's  Physiology,  Newnham's  Disorders  of  Literary  Men,  Cow- 
an's Manual,  Bright  and  Addison's  Physic,  Macrolin's  Introduction,  Hodgkin's  Lectures,  Travers 
on  Constitutional  Irritation,  &c.     Price  §10  per  annum. 

"  For  the  credit  of  our  commonxountry,  for  the  great  and  manifest  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the 
laborious  research  and  industry  of  Dr.  Dunglison,  we  hope  the  Library  and  Intelligencer  will  live  and 
go  down  to  future  times. — BoUoiuMed.  and  Surg.  Jour. 

The  Medical  Profession  are  invited  to  examine  the  work  at  our  Rooms,  121  Washington  street. 
May   24— 3t WEEKS,  JORU.\N,  &  CO. 

TO  MEDICAL  STUDEiNTS. 
It.  .\.  DEWAR,  M.l).  intends  forming  a  class  for  the  study  of  Dentistry,  in  every  branch.  The  num. 
ber  will  be  limited,  and  each  student  will  have  an  opportunity  of  becoming  practically  acquainted 
with  all  the  operations  and  manipulations  requisite.  Dr.  D.  has  provided  a  large  and  commodions 
work-room  for  their  exclusive  use.  Further  particulars  may  be  learned  by  calling  on  Dr.  Dewar,  No. 
i  Montgomery  Place.  tf— Oct.  19 

Boston,  Oct.  7,  1836. 

VACCINE     VIRUS. 

Phvsici  Axs  in  any  part  of  the  United  States  may  hereafter  be  furnished  with  pure  vaccine  virns,  by 
addressiiig  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal — inclosing  one  dollar.  Letters  must 
be  post-paid,  or  they  will  not  be  taken  from  the  Post  Office.  The  virus  will  invariably  be  sent  by  the 
tirst  mail,  unless  some  other  mode  of  conveyance  is  directed.  Ten  charged  quills,  an  ample  quan- 
tity for  meeting  any  sudden  emergency,  and  certainly  sufficient  to  propagate  a  supply  from,  will  be 
securely  packed  in  a  letter.  The  gentleman  who  has  undertaken  to  keep  the  virus,  will  faithfully 
supply  that  which  is  positively  genuine  and  recently  taken.  It  will  also  be  furnished  on  application 
at  the  Medical  Journal  office. 

RETREAT  FOR  INVALIDS. 

The  profession  is  respectfully  informed  that  Dr.  A.  K.  Wi>.dkr  has  purchased  a  large  and  convenient 
house  in  the  pleasant  town  of  Uroton,  Mass.,  likewise  suitable  carriages,  horses,  saddles,  &c.,  for  the 
accoiumodation  of  nervous  invalids.  April  12— 3t 

~~  TO   MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

The  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  in  all  the  branches  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery.  A  suitable  room  will  be  provided,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  medical 
library,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  districts  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  Eye 
and  Ear  Infirmary,  and  of  attending  a  course  of  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye. 

.A.  regular  course  of  recitations  and  examinations  will  include  all  the  required  professional  works. 
Anatomical  instruction  and  private  dissection  will  form  a  prominent  jiart  in  the  study  of  the  pupils. 
For  further  information,  apply  to  either  of  the  subscribers.  JOHN  JEFFRIES,  M.D. 

R.  W.  HOOPER,  M.D. 
Franklin  Street,  JVov.  9,  1830.  NIO— tf  JOHN  H.  DIX,  M.D. 


every  seventh  copy  gratis. — Orders  from  a  distanceniust  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance.or 
satisfactory  reference. — Postage  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 
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SCARLATINA,   OR   CANKER  RASH. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Observing  in  your  Journal  of  the  26tli  of  April,  1837,  page  194, 
a  call  upon  llie  faculty,  generally,  in  relation  to  the  treatment  of  scarla- 
tina, which  has  for  some  tin)e  prevailed,  and  still  exists  in  this  region, 
attended  with  nmch  mortality,  I  feel  it  an  incumbent  duty  to  respond  to 
the  request,  with  the  humble  hope  that  whatever  brief  suggestions  may 
be  made  will  not  be  attended  with  injury,  if  they  are  not  productive  of 
any  good. 

You  observe,  "  from  various  sources  it  appears  that  the  mortality  by- 
scarlet  fever,  in  the  interior,  has  been  and  continues  to  be  remarkably 
severe.  How  is  it,  that  with  all  the  experience  physicians  have  had  in 
this  disease,  the  treatment  is  not  more  successful  ? — Great  good  would 
result  to  the  profession  from  a  frank  and  honest  declaration,  &;c.  The 
malady  must  be  better  managed  in  the  United  States." 

Esteeming  this  disease,  as  I  do,  greatly  under  the  control  of  remedies, 
it  has  been  with  no  small  degree  of  solicitude  that  1  have  been  an  ob- 
server of  the  general  treatment  that  has  been  used  for  several  years 
past  by  many  of  the  profession,  and  that  after  I  had  bestowed  much 
attention  to  this  subject,  long  since,  in  my  Treatise  on  Epidemic  Dis- 
eases, etc.  The  mistreatment  seems  to  arise  from  wrong  views  of  the 
pathological  character  of  the  disease ;  for,  there  is  no  axiom  better 
proved  than  this,  that  every  honest  man  will  act  according  to  his  creed, 
whether  it  be  correct  or  not.  Having  tested  the  principles  and  treat- 
ment of  this  disease  ever  since  the  publication  of  the  above  treatise,  I 
am,  if  possible,  more  confirmed  in  what  is  there  advanced,  than  at  the 
time  it  was  written. 

The  disease  is  essentially  of  the  synochoid,  or  phlogistic  character, 
and  whenever  it  appears  with  phenomena  showing  an  approximation  to 
the  typhoid,  or,  as  is  commonly  supposed,  putrid  diathesis,  still  the  gen- 
eral treatment  ought  to  be  similar,  yet  of  a  modified  kind  ;  for  internal 
stimulations  do  not  fail  to  render  every  case  worse.  The  susceptibility 
of  the  vital  solids  is  such  in  this  affection  that  I  know  of  no  disease 
more  benefited  by  right,  nor  so  readily  made  worse  by  wrong  treatment. 
All  the  articles  of  the  materia  medica  called  stimulants  or  tonics,  and 
those  classed  as  narcotics,  should  be  avoided  in  every  stage  of  the  dis- 
ease. A  little  correct  treatment  at  the  onset  will  obviate  the  necessity 
of  using  much  medicine  of  any  kind.  The  event  of  the  case  will  often 
17 
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depend  on  the  first  day's  treatment ;  an  error  committed  here  can  scarce- 
ly be  retrieved  through  the  whole  course  of  the  disease,  and  whilst 
much  may  be  imputed  to  its  intractable  character, oftentimes  more  ought 
to  be  imputed  to  the  wrong  bias  given  in  its  incipient  stage. 

To  omit  a  necessary  remedy  niay  be  as  injurious  as  to  apply  a  wrong 
one.  Early  bleedings  are  of  incalculable  benefit  in  every  variety  of 
scarlatina  that  requires  much  attention.  A  careful  examination  will 
elicit  the  evidence  necessary  to  determine  on  this  operation  ;  but,  if 
there  should  exist  a  doubt,  it  may  be  safer  to  take  blood  than  to  omit  it, 
for  the  mild  case  will  not  be  made  worse  by  it,  whereas  the  more  severe 
one  may  be  lost  for  the  want  of  it.  There  need  be  no  regard  had  to 
the  eruption,  for  every  severe  case  will  be  benefited  by  it  whether  there 
be  any  eruption  or  not.  Much  tumefaction  of  the  tonsils  and  fauces, 
with  difficult  swallowing,  always  demands  full  bleedings. 

I  am  not  singular  in  placing  much  reliance  on  this  remedy.  There 
are  some  pertinent  remarks  on  the  subject  in  the  33d  No.  of  the  Ameri- 
can Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences,  page  227,  by  Mr.  A.  Dewar,  first 
published  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  to  which  the 
reader's  attention  is  respectfully  invited.  In  a  short  period,  out  of  183 
patients  treated  by  early  and  fiee  bleedings,  he  lost  only  two,  whilst  the 
disease  under  other  treatment  was  very  fatal.  The  bleedings  should  be 
copious,  in  a  manner  to  prostrate  the  severity  of  the  morbid  state.  "  In 
every  case  in  which  the  remedy  was  properly  used,  1  have  invariably 
found  the  symptoms  greatly  mitigated,  and  in  many  the  disease  wholly 
and  suddenly  subdued." 

Also,  in  No.  26  of  the  same  Journal,  page  375,  is  a  communication 
by  Dr.  F.  M.  Robertson,  of  Georgia,  who  depends  much  on  early  and 
adequate  bleedings.  "  We  used  the  lancet  freely  in  a  majority  of  cases 
that  came  under  our  care,  and  were  never  disappointed  in  our  expecta- 
tions." Again,  "  the  first  twelve  or  twenty-four  hours  is  everything." 
Many  other  authorities  might  be  brought.  It  may  only  be  further  in- 
sisted, that  the  bleedings  should  not  only  be  early,  but  fully  practised  to 
the  point  of  relief  frotn  pain  and  internal  inflammation.  I  have  often- 
times taken  three  full  ijleedings  from  the  same  patient.  In  cases  of 
much  pain  in  the  fauces  the  lenular  veins  should  be  freely  cut. 

Emetics  are  of  next  importance.  These  should  be  early  given  and 
repeated,  as  they  relieve  both  the  general  state  of  fever  and  the  local 
inflammation  in  the  throat.  If  long  delayed,  the  swelling  in  the  throat 
is  liable  to  become  so  severe  that  an  emetic  of  even  a  strong  solution  of 
tartarized  antimony  cannot  be  swallowed.  They  cleanse  the  fauces 
very  effectually.     See  cases  in  my  treatise  on  epidemics,  Sic. 

After  the  above  processes,  saline  cathartic  juleps  should  be  used  pret- 
ty freely,  but  no  drastic,  nor  calomel,  as  this  is  the  most  improper  of 
any  cathartic.  The  catholicon  of  some,  the  Dover's  powder,  should 
never  be  used  in  any  quantity  nor  for  any  pretence.  Indeed  not  njuch 
medicine  of  any  kind. 

Cold  sponginii  is  only  uscfid  where  the  erujition  is  very  vivid 
with  heat;  but  this  will  but  rarely  occur  if  the  bleedings  are  judiciously 
used. 


Purpura  Hamorrhagica.  263 

The  warm  bath  may  be  especially  useful  in  cases  without  any  erup- 
tion, and  attended  with  soreness  and  coldness  of  the  extremities.  I 
have  used  it  three  times  in  twenty-four  hours  with  success. 

No  severe  gargles  should  be  applied  in  the  fauces  ;  vinegar,  water  and 
honey  may  be  often  used  ;  or  the  sulphuric  acid,  well  diluted  and  sweet- 
ened with  loaf  sugar.  Nothing  need  be  applied  to  the  throat  externally, 
except  in  cases  not  attended  with  an  eruption,  a  bat  of  cotton  wool,  after 
bathing  with  olive  oil.  Avoid  blisters  on  all  occasions,  and,  let  me  re- 
peat, all  stimulating  medicines  and  drinks  internally. 

With  regard  to  temperature,  those  having  a  vivid  eruption  should  en- 
joy a  moderate  degree  of  cool  air,  whilst  those  who  have  none  should  be 
kept  moderately  warm. 

In  every  sta2;e  observe  the  antiphlogistic  regimen. 

The  above  treatment  will  insure  against  the  occurrence  of  the  hy- 
dropic swellings,  which  are  liable  to  appear  in  cases  half  cured,  in  three 
or  four  weeks  al^ter  the  access  of  the  disease.  When  these  do  appear, 
the  only  effectual  remedies  are  bleedings,  notwithstanding  the  smallness 
and  frequency  of  the  pulse,  followed  by  brisk  purgatives.  I  have  found 
the  coai^ulum  of  the  blood  deeply  cupped  and  covered  with  a  dense 
pellicle  in  these  cases,  when  the  pulse  was  so  small  as  to  be  scarcely 
perceptible. 

With  these  brief  notices,  this  absorbing  subject  must  be  abandoned 
without  argument  or  pathological  illustration.        Yours  respectfully, 

Northampton,  Mass.,  May  \Qth,  1837.  J.  A.  Gallup. 


FISKE  FUND  PRIZE   DISSERTATIONS  OF  THE  RHODE  ISLAND   MEDI- 
CAL   SOCIETY.— NO.  II. 

By    DAVID    KING,    JR.,    M.D.    NEWPORT. 

"  What  are  the  causes  and  nature  of  Purpura  Hemorrhagica,  and 
the  best  mode  of  treatment  to  be  employed  therein?" 

(Concluded  from  page  251.) 

In  cases  of  cerebral  determination,  where  the  occurrence  of  hjemor- 
rhage  would  prove  invariably  fatal,  blood-letting  is  peculiarly  indicated, 
especially  in  the  early  stages  of  the  disease.  To  this  remedy  might  be 
conjoined  the  cold  dash  upon  the  head,  and  the  use  of  the  terebinthi- 
nate  enema,  which  in  other  cases  has  proved  a  powerful  derivative  from 
the  brain  as  well  as  sustainer  of  vital  energy. 

With  regard  to  the  use  of  blood-letting  in  purpura  haemorrhagica,  it 
will  be  found  most  beneficial  in  the  early  stages  of  the  disease,*  and 
wherever  it  approaches  to  the  nature  of  active  haemorrhage.  But  in  all 
cases  of  its  use,  the  precaution  of  Dr.  Stoker  should  be  observed. 
"  The  finger  of  the  prescriber,  during  the  operation,  should  be  kept  con- 
stantly on  the  radial  artery,  that  its  effects  on  the  powers  of  the  circula- 
tion may  be  thus  immediately  ascertained,  and  that  its  safety  or  danger 
may  be  thus  decided  upon.     If  the  pulse  remain   firm,  the   quantity   of 

*  Macintosh's  Practice. 
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blood  may  be  alloued  to  flow  on  to  ten,  twelve,  or  fourteen  ounces,  ac- 
cording to  the  uri^ency  of  the  symptoms,  but  should  be  stopped  as  soon 
as  the  viator  of  the  circulation  begins  to  fail." 

2d  indication,  to  allay  the  hasmorrhagic  irritability.  This  disposition 
coexists  with  various  states  of  vital  energy.  Hence  the  most  opposite 
remedies  may  allay  this  morbid  irritation.  In  the  more  sthenic  forms  of 
the  disease,  blood-letting,  by  its  sedative  effect  upon  the  nervous  sys- 
tem, has  a  tendency  to  subdue  it.  In  the  more  astiienic  forms  of  the 
disease,  the  tonic  treatment  has  the  same  effect.  Among  the  remedies 
which  seem  peculiarly  calculated  to  fulfil  this  indication,  we  may  men- 
tion the  nitrate  of  potash,  the  acetate  of  lead,  and  the  oil  of  turpentine. 
The  nitrate  of  potash  was  the  favorite  remedy  of  the  celebrated 
Riverius,  in  purpura  arising  during  the  convalescence  from  fevers.  The 
action  of  acetate  of  lead,  when  combined  with  opium,  in  restraining 
haemorrhage,  is  to  be  explained,  not  tnerely  by  its  astringent  effect,  but 
by  its  sedative  influence  upon  the  ganglial  nerves,  distributed  to  the  ca- 
pillary system.  Thus  by  a  vital  action,  it  removes  the  haemorrhagic  irri- 
tability, which  is  the  cause  of  spontaneous  haemorrhage.  The  oil  of 
turpentine  exercises  a  powerful  control  over  irritability,  whether  occur- 
ring in  states  of  the  system  where  the  vital  energy  is  raised,  or  depressed. 
Hence  its  efficacy  in  spasmodic  diseases  and  in  purpura  hemorrhagica.* 

The  w^arm  bath,  or  the  affusion  of  cold  or  tepid  water  over  the 
whole  body  or  the  seats  of  congestion,  and  compresses  moistened  with 
cold  vinegar,  or  the  solution  of  chloride  of  lime,  or  weak  alcohol,  ap- 
plied to  the  spots  and  ecchymoses,  will  in  various  cases  be  found  useful. 
Pains  in  different  parts  of  the  body  will  be  allayed  by  opiate  fomenta- 
tations,  emollient  lotions,  cataplasms  or  bladders  of  warm  milk.f 

3d  indication,  to  restore  the  secretions,  particularly  of  the  liver.  All 
writers  unite  in  recommending  the  use  of  purgatives  in  this  disease. 
Dr.  Bateman  relies  much  on  mercurial  purgatives,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
following  extract.  "  When  purpura  ha3morrhagica  occurs  in  adults,  es- 
pecially in  those  already  enjoying  the  benefit  of  exercise  in  the  air  of 
the  country,  and  who  have  suffered  no  privation  in  respect  to  diet,  or 
when  it  appears  in  persons  previously  stout,  or  even  plethoric  ;  when  it 
is  accompanied  with  a  white  and  loaded  tongue,  a  quick  and  somewhat 
sharp,  though  small  pulse,  occasional  chills  and  heats,  and  other  symp- 
toms of  feverishness,  how-ever  moderate ;  and  if  at  the  same  time  there 
are  fixed  internal  pains,  a  dry  cough,  and  an  irregular  state  of  the  bow- 
els— free  and  repeated  evacuations  of  the  bowels,  by  medicines  con- 
taining some  portion  of  the  sub-muriate  of  mercury,  will  be  found  most 
beneficial." 

Dr.  Harty,J  of  Dublin,  having  witnessed  the  death  of  a  patient  who 
was  treated  with  nutritious  diet  and  tonic  medicines,  adopted  the  purga- 
tive plan  in  upwards  of  a  dozen  cases  with  uniform  success.  A  few 
active  doses  of  jalap  and  calomel  administered   daily  were  sufficient  to 

*  Dr.  Eberle  hns  treated  one  case  successfully  with  the  nitrate  of  silver,  a  remedy  whoso  agency  is 
to  be  explained  in  the  same  manner, 
f  Cazenavc  and  Shcdcl,  pp.  :i7!l. 
X  Edinburgh  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal  for  1813. 
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cause  a  cessation  of  the  haemorrhages  and  the  disappearance  of  the  pur- 
ple spots  on  the  skin. 

In  cases  where  the  secretions  and  excretions  are  deficient,  and  where, 
at  the  same  time,  the  vital  energies  are  depressed,  instead  of  mercurial 
purgatives,  it  will  be  proper  to  use  a  combination  of  tonics  and  ai)eiienls, 
such  as  preparations  of  rhubarb  with  gentian,  cardiacs  and  aromaiics. 
Pel  haps  in  such  cases  the  occasional  use  of  the  terebinthinates  will  have 
the  effect  to  restore  the  secretions. 

4th  indication,  to  raise  the  vital  energies,  and  impart  force  to  the  ca- 
pillary system.  The  cases  of  j)urpura  hasmorrhagica  which  require  this 
mode  of  treatment,  are  of  the  class  related  by  Dr.  Willan,  whose  expe- 
rience seems  to  have  been  confined  to  j)atients  in  whom  the  disease  had 
been  caused  by  agents  which  depress  the  powers  of  life.  This  form  of 
the  disease  generally  occurs  in  feeble  and  emaciated  children,  and  in 
fecnales  who  have  been  confined  to  crowded  and  filthy  apartments,  de- 
prived of  nutritious  food  and  of  exercise  in  the  open  air,  who  have 
been  overtasked  by  labor,  and  subjected  to  the  influence  of  the  depress- 
ing passions. 

The  remedies  calculated  to  fulfil  the  ahove  indication,  include  gen- 
erous diet,  wine,  acids,  and  the  preparations  of  cinchona  and  iron, 
Rayer  and  Biett,  of  Paris,  and  Dr.  Brachet,  of  Lyons,  recommend  the 
use  of  the  ext.  of  rhatany*  mixed  with  ice,  in  connection  with  acidulat- 
ed drinks  and  mild  laxatives. 

Dr.  Graves,  in  the  Dublin  Journal,  No.  9,  1833,  says  this  form  of  the 
disease  occurs  frequently  among  the  children  of  tradesmen  and  petty 
shopkeepers  in  Dublin,  and  is  produced  by  the  habitual  use  of  a  salt 
diet.  His  plan  of  treatment,  which  seems  to  have  been  very  success- 
ful, consists  in  a  change  of  diet — "  a  nutritious  dinner  of  fiesh  meat, 
and  vegetables,  with  milk  instead  of  tea  for  breakfast."  In  addition  to 
the  nutritious  diet,  he  administers  citric  acid,  3ss.  or  more,  daily,  pro- 
perly diluted  and  sweetened. 


The  general  views  on  the  treatment  of  purpura  hcemorrhagica,  wdiich 
have  now  been  given,  include  the  best  measures  of  cure  that  have  been 
devised  by  the  most  eminent  physicians.  The  therapeutical  indications 
arising  in  each  particular  case,  and  the  remedial  measures  calculated  to 
fulfil  such  indications,  will  be  suggested  to  the  practitioner  by  the  age 
and  temperament  of  the  patient,  the  previous  duration  of  the  disease, 
the  state  of  the  nervous  and  circulating  systems,  the  condition  of  the 
secretions  and  excretions,  and  the  degree  of  vital  energy.  In  most 
cases,  perhaps  the  planf  recommended  by  Dr.  James  Johnson  will  be 
proper — "  moderate  purgation  with  the  use  of  the  mineral  acids ;  the  in- 
fusion of  roses,  with  sulphate  of  magnesia,  and  the  dilute  sul])huric  acid  ; 
an  occasional  dose  of  calomel,  unirritating  diet,  and  the  use  of  tonics 
and  even  stimulants,  when  the  motions  become  natural  and  the  digestion 
good." 

The  hygienic  measures   consist  in  tonics,   generous   diet,  living  in   a 

•  Dose  9j.  daily.  t  Med.  Chirurg.  Review,  July,  1833,  pp.  155. 
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high  and  dry  situation,  exercise  in  the  open  air,  and  amusements  which 
contribute  to  tranquillity  and  serenity  of  mind.  Dr.  Willan  insists 
strongly  on  exercise  in  the  open  air.  Cazenave  recommends  a  free 
circulation  of  air,  and  a  regulated  diet,  composed  of  animal  jellies,  a 
small  quantity  of  roasted  white  meats,  and  generous  wine,  always  taken 
well  iced. 

Bibliog.  and  Rcf. — Riverii.  Prax.  Med.  lib.  xvii.  cap.  1,  de  Febre  pestilenti. 
Cent.  ii.  Observ.  18,  and  Cent.  i.  Ob.  21.  Hoffmann.  Suppl.  par.  ii.  pp.  493,  de 
Purpura  Scorbutica.  Philosophical  Trans,  vol.  liii.  Werlhoff  de  Variol.  ct  An- 
thrac.  cap.  iii.  sec.  15,  and  in  Commerc.  literar.  Norimberg'.  Graaf.  Dissert.  Inaug. 
de  Petechiis  sine  Febre,  GottingEe,  1775.  Duncan's  Med.  Commentaries,  for 
1774,  and  Med.  Cases,  1778.  I.  H.  Shliclithorst.  Dissert,  de  Petech.  Gottingee, 
1783.  Adair  Dissert.  Inaug.  de  Ha5morrha3a  Petechial!.  Edinburgh,  1789.  Medi- 
cal Facts,  vol.  ii.  Memoirs  of  the  Medical  Societ}'  of  London,  vol.  iii.  pp.  393, 
and  vol.  iv.  Annals  of  Medicine,  vol.  ii.  pp.  231.  Willan  on  the  Skin.  Bateman's 
Synopsis  of  Cutaneous  Diseases.  Rayer,  Cazenave,  and  Piumbe,  on  the  Skin. 
Parry's  Pathology.     Stoker's  Pathological  Observations. 

We  subjoin  the  follow-ing  cases,  illustrating  the  different  modes  of 
treatment  that  may  be  adapted  to  the  various  forms  of  purpura  haemor- 
rhagica. 

1st  Case.  By  C.  H.  Parry.  Edinburgh  ^ledical  and  Surgical  Jour- 
nal, Number  xvii.  Article  2. — "  Ten  or  twelve  years  ago  1  was  sent 
for  to  attend  a  lady  about  30  years  of  age,  of  a  fair  complexion,  and 
rather  full  habit,  who  for  some  days  had  labored  under  slight  febrile 
symptoms,  with  a  full  pulse,  though  but  little  thirst  or  fur  on  her  tongue. 
Nothing  else  was  worthy  of  attention,  but  the  state  of  her  skin,  which 
was  thickly  sprinkled  with  spots,  small,  and  of  irregular  forms,  not  raised 
above  the  surface,  of  a  dark  logwood  color,  and  in  no  degree  evanescent 
on  pressure.  An  apothecary  in  this  city,  Mr.  Foster,  had,  previously 
to  my  visit,  taken  from  her  arm  at  least  14  ounces  of  blood,  which  I 
saw  in  a  bason,  and  the  surface  of  which  consisted  of  a  crust  of  coagu- 
lated lymph,  as  thick  and  tenacious  as  I  ever  witnessed  in  the  most 
acute  case  of  rheumatism,  pleurisy  or  hepatitis.  The  cruor  was  also 
very  firm  and  cohesive,  and  difficult  of  diffusion,  when  shaken  in  the 
serum  ;  notwithstanding  which,  the  proportion  of  tlie  whole  crassamen- 
tum  to  that  of  the  serum  was  uncommonly  great.  The  patient  ex- 
pressed so  much  relief  from  bleeding,  that  I  thought  myself  justified  in 
ordering  it  shortly  afterwards  to  be  repeated.  Relief  was  by  this  meas- 
ure again  obtained  ;  and,  under  the  use  of  some  common  refriaerants, 
the  lady  quickly  recovered,  without  bark,  or  any  other  of  those  remedies 
usually  dignified  with  the  name  of  tonics." 

2d  Case.  From  the  posthumous  writings  of  Caleb  Hillier  Parry, 
M.D.  F.R.S.  Vol.  1st,  pp.  220.— J.  B.  aged  24,  had  for  three  or 
four  years  been  subject  to  pain  of  the  lower  exlremiiies,  and  chiefly  of 
the  ankles,  which  was  occasionally  relieved  by  topical  oedematous  swell- 
ings. About  the  bef,nnning  of  March,  1814,  he  was  seized  with  a 
great  increase  of  the  pain,  which  affected  the  left  foot  across  the  instep, 
accompanied  with  swelling  and  redness,  great  aggravation  on  moving  the 
part,  but  little  soreness  to  the  touch.  Neither  the  pain  nor  swelling 
affected   any  other  part.     The  same  night   there  came  out  spots  of  a 
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petecliial  kiiul,  of  a  ilark  red,  and  soinelimes  purple  color,  roundish,  and 
of  diflcrenl  sizes.  They  first  atlecled  both  thighs,  then  extended  iheru- 
selves  to  the  legs  and  feet.  Tlie  thighs  and  legs  were  not  considerably 
sore,  but  were  stiff,  and,  as  it  were,  benumbed,  when  he  attempted  to 
walk.  His  ajipetite  for  animal  food  was  diminished  ;  -his  pulse  was 
somewhat  quickened,  he  was  thirsty,  and  his  rest  was  disturbed.  His 
urine  was  also  high  colored,  with  a  deal  of  sediment.  lu  this  state  ha 
obtained  some  temporary  benefit  from  purging.  But  the  complaint  re- 
turning with  increased  violence,  he  was  blooded  on  the  25th  of  March, 
to  the  amount  of  ten  or  tw^elve  ounces.  The  blood  had  all  the  appear- 
ances which  occur  in  that  of  pleuritic  patients  ;  and  at  the  end  of  three 
days  the  chief  part  of  the"  disorder  was  removed.  About  this  time  he 
became  very  hoarse,  will)  a  cough,  and  soreness  of  the  throat.  On  the 
5th  of  April,  his  pulse  was  natural,  his  skin  cool,  his  tongue  clean,  his 
appetite  good.  He  was  also  free  from  all  pain  and  swelling  of  the  foot 
and  leg.  He  stdl,  however,  continued  extremely  hoarse,  and  a  broad 
damask-colored  spot,  of  an  irregular  shape,  occasionally  appeared  on  the 
leg.  I  ordered  another  bleeding  on  the  7th  to  the  amount  of  twelve 
ounces.  The  blood  was  precisely  in  the  same  state  as  the  former.  On 
the  15th  no  return  of  pain,  swelling,  or  petechial  spots  had  taken  place. 
The  hoarseness  was  almost  gone  ;  his  pulse  was  slow  and  soft,  and  he 
was  in  other  respects  perfectly   Uee  from  disease." 

In  the  above  cases,  the  usual  procession  of  phenomena  in  purpura 
was  interrupted  by  venesection,  and  the  hemorrhagic  disposition  sub- 
dued before  it  could  fully  manifest  itself. 

3d  Case.  By  Ebenezer  Gairdner,  M.D.  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Ph}sicians,  Edinburgh  ;  Transactions  of  the  Medico-Chirurgical 
Society  of  Edinburgh,  Vol.  I,  pp.  C71. — "'  James  Stoddart,  st.  6,  liv- 
ing in  a  confined  part  of  the  town,  of  a  weak  and  strumous  constitution, 
though  lively,  had  been  much  confined  to  school,  and  had  a  swelling  of 
the  glands  of  the  neck,  with  inflamed  eyes.  On  the  24th  and  two  fol- 
lowing days  of  April,  1823,  he  appeared  very  dull,  inclined  to  sit  over 
the  fire,  with  thirst  and  face  flushed.  On  the  27th,  spots,  like  flea-bites, 
some  small  and  red,  others  larger,  and  purple,  appeared  over  a  great 
part  of  his  skin,  and  soon  increased  considerably.  On  the  28th,  blood 
oozed  from  the  mouth,  with  occasional  bloody  sputa.  In  the  morning 
the  urine  was  red  and  turbid,  and  in  the  forenoon  he  walked  a  mile  and 
a  half  with  his  father  for  medical  aid.  On  the  first  of  May,  Dr. 
Gairdner  first  saw  the  patient,  and,  from  the  symptoms,  recognized  im- 
mediately the  purpura  haemorrhatfica  of  Willan.  The  petechias,  with 
vibices  and  ecchymoses.  were  numerous  over  the  whole  body,  but 
crowded  on  the  upper  part  of  the  back,  breast,  and  anterior  part  of  both 
thighs;  some  of  the  latter,  about  the  size  of  a  sixpence,  of  irregular 
shapes,  were  of  a  claret  color;  some  felt  rough,  though  not  at  all  elevated. 
By  careful  examination  through  a  powerful  glass,  the  texture  of  the 
skin  appeared  quite  entire.  The  conjunctiva  of  the  right  eye  was  ec- 
chymosed,  without  oedema  or  lippitudo  ;  there  was  neither  diminution 
of  sight,  nor  pain  ;  tongue  rather  dry,  and  strewed  with  several  pelechire  ; 
thirst ;  gums  redder  than  usual,  tender,  and  blood  oozed  from  them  ;  his 
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breath  foetid  ;  hasinatemesis  occasionally  present ;  the  schneicierian  mem- 
brane was  streaked  with  blood,  and  at  times  it  bled.     Both  bypociion- 
dria,  particularly  the  left,  were  full,  and    painful   on  pressure;  abdomen 
rather  tumid,  with  obscure  pain  ;  bowels  costive  ;  the  urine,  of  a  deep 
red,  and  tuibid,  was  free,  and  often  passed  in  sleep  ;  skin  nearly  as  usual ; 
he  seemed  little  oppressed,  but  attentive  to  questions.     A  saline  cathar- 
tic and  15  drops  of  the  diluted  sulphuric  acid  to  be  taken  thrice  a  day  :  the 
warm  bath,  of  about    80°  of  Fahrenheit,  evening  and   morning.     May 
2d.  Some  sleep  was  obtained,  though  he   had   a  bad  nidit ;  breathing 
oppressed,  and  (juiet  ;  ha^morrhagic  symptoms  increased  ;   pulse  110  and 
wiry.     He  was  bled,  and   when  he  had   lost  about  3  x.  he  vomited  ;  no 
blood  in  the  egesta,  but  he  had  spit  clots  in  the  night  ;    pulse  124  ;  skin 
hot;  besides  the  bath,  and   sulphuric  acid,  powders  containing  calomel 
and  jalap,  three  grains   each,  were  ordered  every  three  hours.     On  the 
3d,  the  w^ound  had  not  yet  closed  ;  blood  had   oozed  from   it  since  the 
operation;   some  vibices  enlarged.     All  the   symptoms  were  mitigated. 
On  the  4th,  pulse  124;   pain  under  the   os  frontis  ;   ecchymosis  of  the 
eye  greater  ;   hypochondria  more  painful,  with   tension.     Bleeding   was 
again  determined   on,  but,  on  removing  the  bandage,  blood  drained  out, 
and  the  patient  becoming  faint  with  terror  at  the  lancet,  two  or  three 
ounces  only  were  obtained.     He  sank   into  a  sound  slumber  soon  after- 
wards ;   pulse  124.     oiii.  Urine  pale   and  limpid  ;   pulse  102  ;  evacua- 
tions from  the  bowels  black  and  offensive.     The  pain  in  the  abdomen  and 
hypochondria  increased   considerably,  and  castor  oil  was  administered  in 
small  doses,  with  fomentations.     IS'ature  appearing  inadequate  to  the  re- 
moval of  the   disease,  port   wine  and  water,  a  pound  of  each,  with  an 
ounce  of  cinchona  infused  into  it,  was  frequently  given.     6th.   The  pain 
in  the  bowels  began  to  decrease,  black  fasces   were  still  discharged,  no 
oozing  or  spitting  of  blood,  tongue  natural,  and  the  petechiae  appeared  a 
little  faded  ;  |)ulse  98.     He  continued  to  improve  daily,  till   the  10th, 
W'hen   he  was  convalescent ;  the  marks   on   the  skin  very  pale,  but  the 
breath  was  foetid.     On  the  14th  he  was  quite  well. 

"  The  blood  could  not  be  analyzed,  as  it  was  thrown  away,  but  what 
was  first  drawn  seemed  in  four  hours  to  coagulate  imperfectly  into  one 
mass.  On  the  following  day,  it  resembled  a  trenmlous  jelly,  the  top  of 
a  greenish  buff  color,  interspersed  with  brownish  spots.  What  was 
drawn  afterwards,  was  more  like  turbid  lyn)ph.  or  a  fluid  in  which  some 
reddish  coloring  matter  was  in  suspension.  The  cloths  were  stained  as 
with  dirty  water,  with  spots  of  a  reddish  brown  hue.  It  is  remarkable 
that  the  serum,  by  rest,  undergoes  a  spontaneous,  though  slow  coai;;uIa- 
tion." — See  Johnson's  Medico-Chirurgical  Review,  No.  9,  January 
7,  1825. 

4th  Case.  By  Dr.  J.  S.  Combe.  V^ol.  17.  pp.  83,  Edinburgh  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal,  1820,  Sept.  10. — Edward  Cannv,  jet.  10.  Skin 
universally  covered  with  petechia;  of  a  dark  brown,  ahnost  black  color, 
varying  in  size  from  that  of  q^  pin-head  to  one  third  of  an  inch  in  diame- 
ter, of  form  neaily  circular,  but  on  the  lower  extremities  less  distinctly 
circumscribed,  and  pale.  The  tongue,  gums,  and  fauces,  as  far  as  can 
be  seen,  are  studded  with  spots,  but   not  so  thickly  as  on  the  outer  sur- 
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face.     There  is  a   constant   and   pretty  copious  discharge   of  thin  pale 
blood  from  the  mouth  and  nostrils.     The  |)etechia3  on  the  tongue  bleed 
freely  when  touched.     Pulse    116,  small   and    rather   sharp;  skin    hot; 
tongue  white  ;  breathing  hurried  ;  but  he  is  able   to  draw  a  full   respira- 
tion.    Appetite  not   afTected ;  very   thirsty;  has   severe   pains   in    liead 
and  legs  ;   very   weak.     Spots   were    first  observed  two  days  ago   in  the 
morning,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day   blood  began  to  issue  from 
his  mouth  ;  he  passed  a  stool,  in  which  bloody  dots  were    perceived — 
ordered  a  brisk  purgative,  and  10  drops  of  acid,  sulpli.  dil.  aromat.  thrice 
a   day.      20th.  Petechia;   present  various  shades  of  color  ;  blood   ooz- 
ing freely  ;  pulse  120,  small  ;  had  one  stool,  very   foetid  ;  skin  hot ;  ap- 
petite good  ;  urine  scanty,  very  thick.      Rep.  pulv.  purg.  et  cont.  acid, 
sulp.  dil.     22d.   A  number  of  the  spots  have   run   into   large   vibices ; 
discharge  of  blood  equally  copious,  and  much  attenuated  ;  pulse  120,  killer. 
Vomited  a  little  blood  twice  ;  complains  of  sickness  on  raising  his  head  ; 
severe  j)ain  in  the  head  ;  bowels  freely  open  ;  stools  dark  colored,  foetid  ; 
urine  said  to  be   high  colored,  and  sparing  in   quantity.     Habt.   iterum 
pulv.  purg.  et  sumat  pulv.  cinch,   gra.   x.  cum   acid.  sulp.    dil.   gtt.  viij. 
quarta  quaque  bora.     Let   him   have   an  ounce  of  port  wine  every  five 
hours.     23d.   Slept  ill  ;    pain   in   the    forehead  ;  nausea   and   occasional 
retching,  and   great   debility;  pulse    110,  small  ;  petechias  and  haemor- 
rhage as  before  ;  bowels  freely  opened  ;  urine  scanty,  turbid,  and  depos- 
iting a  copious   sediment  ;  body   emits  a  most  offensive   foetor.     Cont. 
omnia.     24th.   He   is    in   an    alarming  state ;    oppressed   with    nausea  ; 
vomits  on  the  exertion.     Has  not   taken   his  medicines  ;  blood   flowing 
more  copiously  from  mouth;  petechiae  have   gone  into  large  clusters  on 
forehead,  arms,  and  legs.     Pulse   120,   hard  ;  violent  pain  in  the  head  ; 
skin  hot  in    the   trunk,  but  cold   on   the   extremities.     Eight  ounces  of 
blood    abstracted    from   external  jugular    vein.     He  became  faint,  and 
vomited,  and  the  pulse  softer  and   fuller.     The  blood   flowed  in  a  small 
stream,  and  was   of  a  very  pale   color,   more   like  the  washings  of  flesh 
than  common  blood  ;  coagulated  slowly  without  any  separation  of  serum, 
and  showed  no  bufly  coat.     Ordered  a  purgative — discontinue  the  other 
medicines.     On  visiting  him  eight  hours  after,  he  uas  rather  better;  sick- 
ness much  abated,  and  no  vomiting.     Pulse  110,  soft  ;  headache  easier; 
bowels  opened  three  times  ;  stools  more  natural  in  appearance.     There 
has   been  a  copious   flow  of  pale,  limpid  urine  ;  the   wound  in   the  vein 
had  not  closed,  from  which  he  lost  about  3  iss.  more  of  blood.     25th,  8 
A.  M.  Dr.  Combe  was  called    in  great   haste  to  stop  the   bleeding  from 
the  jugular.     The   patient's  clothes   and  bed  clothes  were  quite  soaked 
with  blood  ;  it  was  paler  and  even   more  attenuated.     Caustic  applied 
to    the   wound.     In    other  respects   decidedly    better;  voice   stronger; 
countenance  more  animated  ;  headache  relieved ;  no  nausea  or  vomiting ; 
urine  very  turbid.     Ordered  to   be   kept  quiet,  and    to  have  any  diet  he 
chose,  but  no  spirits.     In  the  evening   no  blood  had  been  discharged  for 
the  last  two  hours,  either  from  wound  or  mouth.     Habt.  tinct.  opii  gtt. 
XX.  h.  s.   et  pulv.  jalap  gr.  xij.  eras   mane.     26th,   Lost   about    3  i.    of 
blood  from  the  wound  during   the   night.     Slept   well ;  headache   very 
slight ;  pulse  120,  soft.     No  discharge  of  blood    from  nose  or  mouth  ; 
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petechiae  fainter,  and  more  diffused  ;  bowels  freely  opened,  stools  natural ; 
urine  clear,  and  of  a  pale  yellow  color.  27tli.  Convalescent.  From 
this  time  doing  well,  spots  having,  altogether  disappeared;  was  discharg- 
ed 7th  October." 

5th  Case.  By  John  IMacinto&h,  M.D.  Edinburgh.  Practice,  pp.  570. 
— "  I  was  called  to  a  child  between  two  and  three  years  of  age,  who 
lived  in  the  same  town  with  two  or  three  other  children  affected  with 
genuine  smallpox.  I  found  it  feverish  and  lethargic,  with  constant  vom- 
iting; it  had  several  petechial  spots,  and  although  it  had  gone  through 
the  process  of  vaccination,  when  a  few  months  old,  I  was  apprehensive 
of  smallpox.  Laxative  medicines  were  ordered.  IS'ext  day  the  child 
was  found  in  the  same  state.  The  petechial  spots  had  increased  in 
number  and  size,  and  had  spread  over  the  trunk  and  extremities;  the 
skin  was  hot,  and  the  pulse  quick  and  strong  ;  nothing  could  be  retained 
on  the  stomach  ;  several  attempts  were  made  to  give  laxatives,  but  even 
small  quantities  of  calomel  were  immediately  vomited.  Four  leeches 
were  applied  to  the  instej).  On  the  3d  day  the  child  was  convalescent; 
the  leeches  bled  profusely  ;  and  although  a  tight  bandage  had  been  em- 
ployed as  directed,  still  the  greatest  difficulty  was  experienced  in  re- 
straining the  haemorrhage.  No  petechial  spots  were  now  to  be  seen,  but 
the  foot  was  ecchymosed  from  the  pressure  of  the  bandage,  on  the  re- 
moval of  which,  blood  again  began  to  ooze  from  the  leech-bites,  which 
made  it  necessary  to  reapply  it.  There  had  been  no  stool  for  three 
days,  but  as  the  irritability  of  the  stomach  had  now  subsided,  laxative 
medicines  were  given,  the  bowels  were  moved  before  night,  and  so  little 
debility  was  produced,  that  the  child  was  walking  about  the  room  on  the 
third  day." 

For  other  cases  in  which  the  antiphlogistic  treatment  was  pursued 
with  success,  the  reader  is  referred  to  Dr.  Johnson's  case,  Med.-Chirurg. 
Review,  June,  1822,  pp.  14. — Dr.  Latham's  case,  ibid.  July,  1828, 
pp.  213. — Dr.  Belcher's  case,  INIed.  and  Physical  Journal,  London, 
INlarch,  1825. — Mr.  Kingsley's  case,  London  Lancet,  No.  199. 

6th  Case.  By  Joseph  Joy  Alagee,  M.D.  senior  physician  to  the  Dublin 
Sick  Poor  Institution. — '•  jNIary  Walsh,  No.  63  Bridgefoot  street,  an  in- 
telligent child  of  6  years  of  age,  had  felt  heavy  and  languid  for  the  last 
six  weeks,  without,  however,  complaining  of  particular  indisposition. 
Two  days  ago  an  eruption  of  a  dark  purple  color  began  tt)  appear  on 
her  arms,  legs  and  body.  This  day  (8th  of  December,  1824),  the 
whole  of  the  skin  except  the  face,  on  which  are  only  a  few  spots  near 
the  hairy  scalp,  is  covered  with  these  spots.  The  largest  are  about  the 
size  of  a  flea-bite,  from  which  they  gradually  diminish  to  a  point.  Some, 
which  appear  to  be  more  recent,  are  of  a  florid  appearance,  exactly  re- 
sembling the  mark  left  by  the  bite  of  a  flea.  The  child  says  she  feels 
no  pain  or  sickness,  only  general  languor.  The  skin  between  the  spots, 
is  of  a  dirty  color.  The  appetite  remains  unimpaired  ;  bowels  free  ; 
tongue  clean  ;  pulse  regular.  R.  sub.  mur.  hydrargyri.  gr.  xij. ;  pulv. 
antimonialis  gr.  xvi.  M.  divide  in  partes  sex.  sumat  j.  tertiis  horis.  9th. 
Took  all  the  powders ;  comj)lains  of  sickness ;  some  vomiting,  not 
bilious  ;   no  appetite  ;   tongue   begins  to  be  a  little  black  ;  had  no  dejec- 
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tion  ;  spots  as  before.  R.  sub.  mur.  byd.  ^r.  xij.  ;  pulv.  scatninonii  Sss.; 
zingibeiis.  gr.  iv.  M.  et  divide  in  partes  iij.  suniat  j.  teitiis  boris  ad  alvi. 
solutionem.  lOtb.  Took  all  tbe  jjowders  yesterday,  bad  tbree  dejections 
like  tar  ;  some  vomiting,  very  black  and  bilious  ;  tongue,  except  at  tbe 
point,  quite  black  ;  gums  spongy  ;  breatb  very  fetid  ;  bled  a  little  tbis 
morning  from  the  gums.  R.  ol.  ricini,  spt.  terebinth,  aa  3ij.;  aquae 
menth.  pip.  gss.  M.  ft.  haustus  statim  sumend.  11th.  Had  one  de- 
jection of  natural  appearance ;  the  spots  more  numerous  ;  large  black 
spots,  some  as  large  as  a  half  crown  piece,  have  appeared  on  the  legs; 
considerable  ba3morrbage  from  the  gums  ;  appears  much  emaciated  ;  no 
appetite  ;  mouth  and  fauces  very  sore  ;  breath  very  fetid.  R.  olei  ri- 
cini, spt.  terebinth.  aiiSiij.;  aquaj  menth.  pip.  3ss.  M.  ft.  haustus  stat. 
sum.  l'2th.  One  natural  dejection;  spots  as  before;  more  vibices ; 
great  haemorrhage  ;  tongue  very  black  ;  mouth  continues  growing  sorer  ; 
great  discharge  of  saliva.  R.  ol.  ricini,  spt.  terebinth,  aa 3  ss. ;  aquae 
menth.  pip.  3ss.  M.  ft.  haust.  slat.  sum.  13th.  One  dejection,  very 
black  ;  much  haemorrhage  from  the  mouth  ;  a  large  sloughing  ulcer  on 
one  side  of  the  fauces  ;  gums  very  sore,  and  disposed  to  bleed  ;  the 
general  appearance  somewhat  improved.  Repetaiur  haustus  ut  heri. 
14th.  Two  copious  melaenic  dejections  ;  spots  begin  to  decline  (9th 
day),  some  haemorrhage  ;  mouth  very  sore  ;  breath  fetid;  tongue  begin- 
ning to  look  clean  about  the  edges  ;  otherwise  very  black  ;  the  ulcer  cov- 
ered with  a  slough.  R.  decoct,  cinchon. '3  viij.  ;  acid,  sulph.  dil.  3i. 
M.  pro  gargarismate.  Repetatur  haustus  ut  heri.  loth.  Two  copious  me- 
Ijenic  dejections  ;  spots  more  effaced  ;  tongue  cleaner;  little  haemorrhage  ; 
general  appearance  improved.  Cont.  gargarisma.  et  repet.  haustus.  The 
draught  was  repeated  on  the  16th,  17th,  and  18th,  with  good  effects,  at 
which  time  the  petechiae  and  vibices  had  entirely  disappeared.  The 
only  remaining  symptoms  are  debility  and  soreness  of  the  mouth,  which 
is  also  rapidly  getting  better.  I  have  since  bad  several  cases  of  purpura 
which  did  not  assume  the  haemorrbagic  form,  solely,  I  am  persuaded, 
from  the  use  of  the  turpentine." — Edinburgh  Med.  and  Phys.  Jour, 
for  October,  1825. 

For  other  cases  treated  with  success  by  the  oil  of  turpentine,  the 
reader  is  referred  to  Dr.  Nichol's  cases,  in  the  London  Medical  Reposi- 
tory for  July,  18"2l  ;  in  No.  6,  ibid,  and  to  Dr.  Thompson's  case  in  the 
London  Medical  Repository,  No.  119. 

7th  Case.  By  John  Huxham,  M.D.  F.R.S. — This  case  occurred  in 
the  person  of  an  eminent  siu'geon  in  1741.  Febrile  symptoms,  with 
oppression  at  the  chest,  preceded  for  a  week  the  appearance  of  pete- 
chiae, which  were  ushered  in  by  frequent  syncope.  '•'  He  had  a  vast 
languor  with  pain  and  extreme  oppression  on  the  praecordia,  and  a  per- 
petual sighing  ;  his  breath  now  stank  abominably,  and  a  foetid  bloody 
matter  leaked  continually  from  his  gums,  and  thousands  of  livid  violet, 
and  black  spots,  appeared  all  over  his  body,  on  the  trunk,  as  well  as  the 
limbs."  He  was  bled  twice  to  the  extent  of  x.  or  xij.  3-  without  relief 
of  the  oppression,  sighing,  fainting  and  anxiety.  Hsmorrhane  occurred 
from  the  lips,  nose,  the  caruncle  of  one  of  bis  eyes,  from  the  tongue, 
on  wiiich  were  several  livid   pustules.      "  A  bloody  dysentery  came  on, 
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with  severe  gripes  and  excessive  faintness."  "  His  urine  seeineil  tinged 
with  blood,  being  almost  black  ;"  "his  pulse  intermitted  every  sixth  or 
eighth  pulsation,  and  then  fluttered  on  again  vastly  quick  ;"  tlie  lifemor- 
rhage  slill  continued,  especially  from  the  tongue,  lips,  gums,  and  nose  ; 
"  so  that  he  was  reduced  to  an  extreme  degree  of  weakness,  with  never 
•ceasing  tremblings,  subsultus    tendinuin,  and  almost  continual  faintings." 

"  I  gave  him  llequently  of  bark  in  small  doses  with  elixir  vitrioli,  pre- 
mising a  small  quantity  of  rliubarb.  Besides  this  he  drank  tincture  of 
roses  with  cinnamon  water,  maiie  very  acid,  and  also  a  decoction  of 
^evil  orange  rind,  red  roses,  cinnamon,  and  a  little  Japon  earth  (as  it  is 
called)  well  acidulated  ;  claret  and  red  port,  witli  about  half  water,  he 
drank  at  pleasure.  As  the  bark  sat  easy  with  hiu),  I  continued  its  use, 
and  increased  its  quantity,  giving  with  it  some  confect.  fracast.  sine 
melle,  to  restrain  the  dysenteric  flux  ;  and  yet  1  now  and  then  interpos- 
•ed  a  small  dose  of  rhubarb,  to  carry  off  any  bloody,  bilious,  or  sanious 
matter,  that  might  be  lodged  in,  or  leak  into  the  intestines.  In  the 
meantime,  I  ordered  him  to  be  frequently  supported  with  rice,  panado, 
sago,  jellies  of  hartshorn  well  acidulated,  toast  out  of  claret,  or  red 
port  wine  ;  and  I  directed  fomentations  of  aromatics,  and  astringents, 
boiled  in  red  wine,  to  be  frequently  ap[)lied  to  the  whole  abdomen." 
During  convalescence,  the  patient  was  affected  with  occasional  hemor- 
rhage from  the  nose  and  gums,  with  much  a3dema  of  the  feet  and  legs, 
and  with  tenderness  and  excessive  sensibility  of  the  surface  of  the  body, 
"  ,the  flesh  scarce  bearing  th-e  least  touch."  In  about  two  months,  he  recov- 
ered a  good  state  of  health  by  the  use  of  bark,  rhabarate  purges,  easy  stom- 
achic chalybeates,  elixir  of  v\tv\o\,  pyrmont  water,  with  proper  diuretics, 
and  gentle  regular  exercise. — Huihain  on  Fevers,  Chap.  5th,  pp.  62. 

8th  Case.  By  T.  Garnett,  M.D.  C.!M.S.  Physician  at  Harrgate. — 
"  On  the  31st  day  of  March,  1792,  I  was  desired  to  visit  W.  Reynard, 
of  Knaresborough,  aged  15  years,  who  had  for  near  half  a  year  been 
afflicted  with  dilHculty  of  breathing ;  his  countenance  was  exceedingly 
pale,  and  he  was  very  much  emaciated."  Had  been  affected  with  oc- 
casional haetnorrhage  from  the  nose,  for  about  two  months ;  his  skin 
was  covered  with  petechiae,  from  the  size  of  the  head  of  a  small  pin  to 
that  of  a  split  pea  ;  varying  in  color  from  a  dirty  yellow,  or  light  brown, 
to  a  purple,  dark  brown,  and  blue."  Similar  spots  on  the  tongue;  gums 
much  swelled,  and  bled  on  the  slightest  pressure.  Ha3morrhage  from 
the  nose,  gums,  and  tongue  in  considerable  quantity  ;  pulse  100,  and 
very  weak.  Patient  had  a  short  tickling  cough  ;  much  inclined  to 
sleep.  Had  taken  some  Peruvian  bark,  which  did  not  agree  with  him. 
Prescribed  R.  vin.  ferri,  tinct.  gent.  comp.  aajij.  Ft.  m.  cujus.  capiab. 
cochlear,  j.  larga  ter  quotidie.  R.  zinci  vitriol.  Bss.;  ext.  gent.  3ss.;  sa- 
pon,  alb.  9j.  ;  syr.  simp.  q.  s.  ft.  pil.  xx.  j.  mane  nocteque  sumenda. 
Nourishing  diet  with  a  little  wine  ;  to  eat  freely  of  oranges.  Continued 
this  plan  till  April  4th.  Hicmorrhage  had  continued  occasionally  ;  for 
cough,  tinctures  had  been  directed.  "  April  4th.  Began  to  bleed  at  the 
nose  and  mouth  this  niorning  about  two  o'clock,  while  he  was  asleep  ; 
had  bled,  before  nine  o'clock,  about  three  pints ;  the  blood  was  thin, 
but   of  a   florid   red    color."      Ordered    the    medicines   to  be   omitted. 
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Prescribed  R.  iiifus,  rosae  rub.  3viij.  ;  elixir  vit.  acid.  gtt.  50.  Ft. 
rn.  Two  tablesjjoonsful  every  two  lioiirs  ;  tmich  inclined  to  sleep  ; 
several  of  the  petechise  had  disappeared,  and  those  which  remained 
were  not  so  livid  ;  jiulse  101,  but  not  very  weak.  April  5lh.  Has 
bled  none  since  yesterday  morning,  except  a  few  (h-o[)sin  the  nis;ht,when 
he  was  asleep  ;  feels  himself  very  weak  ;  petechias  diminished  in  number, 
and  not  nearly  so  deep-colored  ;  pulse  94,  extremely  weak.  R.  decoct, 
cort.  Peruv.  3  viij.  ;  tinct.  ejusdem  3j. ;  alum  com.  Bij.  M.  cujus  capiab. 
cochl.  ij.  larga.  ter  quotidie.  Continue  pills  of  zinc  vitriolat.  April  Cth. 
Has  not  bled,  excepting  a  few  drops  in  the  night — thinks  himself  much 
better,  but  very  weak  ;  puhe  88,  very  regular,  anti  considerably  stronger 
than  yesterday  ;  petechicc  clisappearinii  fast.  April  20th.  Quite  well. — 
Memoirs  of  the  Medical  Societtj  of  London,  vol.  4th,  pp.  233. 

For  other  cases  of  the  asthenic  form,  see  Memoirs  of  the  London 
Medical  Society,  vol.  3,  p.  393,  case  by  J.  Aiken. — Edinburgh  Medical 
Commentaries  for  the  year  1774,  case  by  J.  Aikin. — Also  Duncan's 
Annals  of  Medicine,  vol.  2d. 
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POST-MORTEM    EXAMINATIONS  IN   THE   CITY. 

We  are  very  glad  to  learn,  as  we  have  done  from  official  authority,  that 
the  report  of  post-mortem  e.xaminations  having  been  made  without  the 
consent  of  relatives,  by  some  of  the  younger  members  of  the  medical 
profession,  has  been  satisfactorily  proved  to  be  without  foundation.  The 
letter  of  the  Mayor,  published  in  our  No.  of  last  week,  was  founded 
upon  official  statements,  which  having  been  erroneously  made,  should  be 
contradicted  ;  and  it  gives  us  much  pleasure,  therefore,  to  be  able  to 
say  that  no  imputation  rests  upon  any  individual,  of  the  slightest  profes- 
sional impropriety. 

There  are  always  officious  meddlers  in  society,  who  seem  to  delight  in 
sowing  the  seeds  of  dissension  in  the  community,  and  they  are  never 
more  gratified  than  when  they  have  succeeded  in  e.xciting  the  prejudices 
of  the  ignorant  against  those  whose  moral  or  intellectual  elevation  is  su- 
perior to  their  own.  Physicians  are  prominent  marks,  and  as  their  im- 
provements are  too  commonly  stigmatized  as  innovations,  which  all  com- 
mon-sense people  are  called  upon  to  oppose,  they  have  been  sufferers 
in  every  age  and  country  in  which  anatomical  investigations  have  been 
conducted.  jNothing  so  quickly  rouses  the  sleeping  energies  of  those 
who  cannot  appreciate  the  value  of  legitimate  science,  as.  the  idea  of 
human  dissections.  Some  of  the  most  talented,  energetic,  and  learned 
men  the  profession  has  known  in  this  country,  have  been  objects  of  se- 
vere persecution  at  times,  barely  because  they  manifested  a  laudable  am- 
bition to  become  thoroughly  conversant  with  this  essential  department  of 
medical  knowledge.  A  remnant  of  that  old  spirit  of  vengeance — recalled, 
probably,  by  the  late  ordinance,  which  had  for  its  object  a  correct  stalls- 


274 


Medical  Intelligence. 


tical  return  in  the  bills  of  mortality — led,  we  suspect,  to  a  false  represen- 
tation to  the  Mayor,  who,  acting  upon  those  just  principles  which  have 
distinguished  his  official  as  well  as  private  life,  caused  the  publication  of 
the  circular  note  copied  into  our  Journal.  But  we  are  happy  in  assuring 
our  professional  brethren  of  the  city,  that  the  Mayor  is  perfectly  con- 
vinced that  no  violence  has  been  done,  and  that  no  one  has  even  remotely 
been  guilty  of  an  indiscretion  in  relation  to  |)ost-mortem  examinations. 
All  unpleasant  feelings,  therefore,  which  have  originated  from  this 
source,  will,  we  trust,  with  this   explanation,  at  once  have  their  quietus. 


Transylvania  Universilij. — Extras  and  super  extras  have  been  gradually 
accumulating  some  time,  from  Lexington,  Ky.,  tlie  seat  of  medical  war- 
fare, explanatory  of  the  cause  which  led  to  the  expulsion  of  Dr.  Charles 
Caldwell  from  the  chair  in  which  he  had  been  long  seated  at  that  flourish- 
ing school  of  medicine.  But  owing  either  to  our  want  of  penetration, 
or  to  the  obscurity  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  been  thus  elaborately  ex- 
plaining what  seems  truly  inexplicable,  the  faculty  here  are  still  in  the 
dark  touching  this  unpleasant  afJair.  Instead  of  inuendoes,  non-com- 
mittal remarks  and  half-suppressed  facts,  why  not  bravely  state  the  whole 
case  in  detail.  If  the  doctor  is  undeniably  an  overbearing,  despotic,  au- 
thoritative professor,  indomitable  and  unyielding,  why  it  will  be  no  worse 
to  say  it  outright,  than  continually  to  insinuate  unutterable  things. 


Jlrthrii'is. — A  correspondent,  a  physician  residing  at  the  west,  makes 
the  following  inquiry  through  this  Journal.  "  What  is  the  best  treatment 
for  arthritis  affecting  the  small  articulations  of  elderly  people,  with  bony 
depositions.''  If  there  is  any  cure,  I  should  be  pleased  to  know  it.  An 
article  on  this  subject  would  be  interesting."  The  editor  knows  of  no 
one  who  could  give  a  more  satisfactory  answer  to  this  question  than  Dr. 
James  Jackson,  of  Boston. 


Jlrmy  Surgeons. — Surgeons  T.  G.  Mower,  H.  S.  Hawkins,  and  H.  A. 

Stinnecke,  composed  the  medical  board  which  assembled  at  New  York, 
on  Monday  the  !2"2d,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  candidates  for  admis- 
sion into  the  United  States  Army,  in  the  capacity  of  assistant  surgeons. 
The  compensation  is  so  extremely  small,  and  the  chance  of  promotion  so 
very  slow,  depending  not  on  merit,  but  on  the  operations  of  death  in 
thinning  the  catalogue  of  seniors,  that  it  seems  impossible  that  any  man 
of  common  sense  and  ordinary  capacity  for  professional  business,  should 
seek  a  couimission  in  the  service. 


Medical  Strttistics. — The  first  course  of  public  lectures  in  the  Vermont 
Academy  of  Medicine,  was  given  in  the  year  1818. 


In  1818  there  were  24  students. 

1819  24 

1820  44 

1821  76 

1822  85 

1823  126 

1824  124 


Number  of  graduates  each  year. 


Year. 
1819-20 
1820-1 
1821-2 
1822-3 
1823-4 


Graduates. 
2 

6 
13 
17 
34 
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1825  tl 

lere  were  124  students. 

1824-5 

1826 

103 

1 825-6 

1827 

110 

1826-7 

1828 

109 

1827-8 

1829 

101 

1828-9 

1830 

81 

1829 

1831 

62 

1830 

1832 

75 

1831 

1833 

93 

1832 

1834 

111 

1833 

1835 

201 

1834 

1836 

226 

1835 
1836 

44 
36 
27 
26 
25 
25 
17 
19 
19 
32 
28 
47 
43 


1899 


Total  number  of  Honorary  Graduates — 56. 
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Tobacco  in  Gout. — A  correspondent,  who  thinks  that  the  medicinal 
qualities  of  tobacco  have  not  yet  been  sufficiently  tested,  recommends  its 
employment  "  for  the  relief  and  cure  of  gout,  and  neuralgic  affections, 
for  which  it  has,"  he  says,  "  been  tried  in  many  places,  and  in  America 
with  decided  success.  I  have  known  it  to  give,"  he  adds,  "  relief  in  a 
most  obstinate  case.  Its  best  form  in  gout  is  that  of  infusion,  to  be  used 
for  the  legs  as  a  pediluvium,  or,  for  any  other  part,  in  the  manner  which 
is  most  agreeable  to  the  patient,  as  a  bath  or  fomentation." — Lon.  Lane. 


Cure  for  Drunkenness. — A  native  of  Norway,  aged  forty,  who  had 
from  his  youth  been  accustomed  to  dram-drinking,  was  attacked  with  de- 
lirium tremens.  His  medical  attendant,  to  cure  him  of  his  dangerous 
propensity,  prescribed  the  daily  use  of  a  mixture  of  two  drachms  of  sul- 
phuric acid  and  twenty-four  ounces  of  whiskey.  The  result  was  re- 
markable ;  in  three  months'  time  he  got  such  a  dislike  to  all  kinds  of 
spirituous  liquors,  that  he  could  not  bear  to  swallow  a  drop  of  anything 
stronger  than  beer.  The  dose  of  the  above  mixture  taken  was  four 
wine-glasses  daily,  and  the  cure  had  been  of  a  year's  standing  at  the 
time  of  the  communication  of  the  case. — Eyr.    Tiende  Bind,  andet  Hefte. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Smallpox  has  appeared  at  Belfast,  Me.,  and  also 
at  Columbus,  Georgia,  creating,  as  it  always  should,  sufficient  alarm  to 
induce  people  to  be  vaccinated. — Ninety-five  students  attended  the 
spring  term,  the  present  season,  at  the  Vermont  Academy  of  JVIedicine, 
at  Castleton.  Dr.  Armsby,  of  the  anatomical  chair,  has  a  happy  faculty 
of  exciting  an  interest  in  the  study  of  anatomy  and  physiology. — A  quar- 
terly meeting  of  the  Medical  Association  of  this  city,  was  held  at  Dr. 
Jackson's,  Summer  street,  on  Friday  evening  last. — A  manuscript  of 
Pope  Alexander  VH.  has  recently  been  discovered  at  Rome,  which  de- 
tails the  awful  circumstances  of  an  epidemic  in  1476,  so  very  fatal  that 
two  thousand  persons  died  daily,  at  Naples,  during  its  continuance; — it  is 
supposed  to  have  been  the  cholera. — Dr.  R.  W.  Puckett,  of  Warren  Co. 
Miss.,  is  becoming  distinguished  in  political  life. — The  annual  meeting 
of  our  State  Medical  Society  takes  place  this  day,  at  the  Athenaeum. 
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To  CoRRESPOXDK.NTS. — We  liave  received  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Annual  Convention  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  with  the  interesting 
address  of  Dr.  Miner  on  resigning  his  seat  as  President. — A  detailed  account  of 
a  remarkable  case  of  somnambulism  in  Gloucester  is  also  received,  and  will 
probably  be  inserted  in  the  Journal  week  after  next. — The  commnnications  of 
Drs.  Comstock,  Close,  Fish,  Bartlett,  Dean,  Toothaker,  and  Tuck,  will  be  pub- 
lished as  soon  as  space  for  them  can  be  obtained. — Dr.  Alexander's,  before  allud- 
ed to,  will  appear  next  week. — A  notice  of  the  medical  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Virginia,  as  well  as  the  favors  of  correspondents,  intended  for  this 
number,  has  been  excluded  by  the  length  of  the  Rhode  Island  Prize  Essay,  which 
it  was  desirable  to  finish  this  week. 

Died, — In  Leaksville,  Rockingham  Co.  N.  C,  Dr.  Geo.  W.  Jones,  aged  47. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  May  27,  30.     Males,  14 — Females,  16. 

Consiimptlon,  6 — old  age,  2 — hooping  cough,  1 — smallpox,  J — phrcnitis,  ] — infantile,! — dropsy,  2 
— scarlatina,  I — ulcerated  tumor  of  the  breast,  I — inflammation  of  the  lungs,  1 — tubercular  consump- 
tion, I — chronic  diarrhcea,  1 — hypertrophy,  1 — inflammation  of  the  spinal  marrow,  1 — typhus  fever,  1 

—stillborn.  1. 


PROLAPSUS  UTER[  CURED  BY  EXTERNAL  APPLICATION. 

DR.  A.  G.  HULL'S  UTERO-ABDOMINAL  ciUPPORTER  is  olfered  to  those  afflicted  with  Prolapsus 
C/isW,  and  other  diseases  depending  upon  relaxation  of  the  abdoniiual  muscles,  as  an  instrument  in 
every  Avay  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  restoration  to  health.  When  this  instrument  is  care- 
fully-ami  properly  titled  to  the  form  ofthepatient,  it  invariably  affords  the  most  immediate  immunity, 
from  the  distressing"  dragging  and  bearing  down  "  sensations  which  accompany  nearlyall  visceral  dis- 
placements of  the  abdomen,  and  its  skilful  applicatiim  is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of 
radical  relief  from  the  patient  her^lf.  The  Supporter  is  of  simple  constrnctioii,  and  can  be  applied  by 
the  patient  without  futther  aid.  \Vithin  the  last  two  years  700  of  the  Utero-Abdominal  Supporters 
have  been  applied  witli  the  liiost  happy  results. 

The  very  great  success  which  this  instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its  examination 
by  the  Physician  will  induce  Jiim  to  discard  the  disgusting  pessary  iiitherto  in  use.  It  is  gratifying  to 
state,  that  it  has  met  the  decFded  approbation  of  every  member  of  the  Medical  Faculty  wlio  has  ap- 
plied it,  as  Well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  it. 

The  Subscribers  having  been  appointed  agents  for  the  sale  of  the  above  instruments,  all  orders  ad- 
dressed to  them  will  be  promptly  attended  to.     Price,  §10. 

Lowe  &  Reed,  Boston  ;  David  Kimball,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  Joshta  Dcrgix,  Portland,  Me., 
Joseph  Balch,  Jr.  Providence,  R.  1.;  Elisha  Edwards,  Springfield,  Mass.  ;  N.  S.  Worden 
Bridgeport,  Conn.  May  10 — 6m 

THEODORE  METCALF— APOTHECARY, 

NO.  33  Tremont  street,  ten  doors  north  of  the  Treinonl  House,  devotes  his  chief  attention  to  com- 
pounding prescriptions;  and  assures  physicians  that,  in  his  establishment,  no  persons  will  be  en- 
trusted with  this  duty,  except  those  of  skill  and  experience,  and  no  articles  used  but  those  of  the 
best  quality. 

T.  M.  keeps  no  quack  medicives,  but  chooses  to  rely  for  support  upon  regular  practitioners  and  their 
patients.     He  is  permitted  to  refer  to  Drs.  Jackson  and  Reynolds. 

May  24.  3m 

AMERICAN    MEDICAL   LIBRARY. 

THIS  Library  is  edited  by  Prof.  Dunglison,  published  in  semi-monthly  Nos.  of  128  octavo  pages 
each,  making  in  a  year;i:i2s  pages — being  nearly  200  [)ages  more  than  any  other  Library  published, 
and  elegantly  printed.  Iti  pages  of  the  work  are  devoted  to  medical  intelligence,  and  112  pages  to  a 
republication  of  some  work  of  standard  character.  The  three  first  Xos.  contain  VVardrop  on  Blood- 
letting, 74  pages  ;  Wardrop's  .Morbid  Conditions  of  the  Blood;  Stokes's  Theory  and  Pfaclice  of 
Medicine,  lo2  pages  printed  ;  Brodie's  Xervous  Affections,  74  pages;  Hard  on  Deafness,  92  pages : 
Formulary  of  New  Medicines.  Among  the  works  imported  for  the  Library  are,  Guy's  Hospital 
Reports,  St.  Thomas's  do.,  Coilins's  Treatise  on  Midwifery,  Cormack  on  Creosote,  Mavo's  Pathology, 
Reiborski's  Auscultation,  Pliimbe  on  the  Skin,  Cooper's  Surgery,  Latham's  Clin'ical  Medicine, 
Dewson's  Study  of  .Medicine,  Fletcher's  Physiology,  Xewnliam's  Disordeis  of  Literary  Men,  Cow- 
an's Manual,  Bright  and  .Addison's  Physic,  Macrolin's  Introduction,  Hodgkin's  Lectures,  Travers 
on  Constitutional  Irritation,  &c.     Price  §10  per  annum. 

"  For  the  credit  of  our  common  country,  for  the  great  and  manifest  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the 
laborious  research  and  industry  of  Dr.  Dunglison,  we  hope  the  Library  and  Intelligencer  will  live  and 
go  dosvn  to  future  times. — Bo.stim  Jiled.  and  Surff.  Jour, 
The  .Medical  Profession  are  invited  to  examine  the  work  at  oui  Rooms,  121  Washinnfon  street. 
May   24— 3t  WEEKS,  J0R1")AN,  &  CO. 

THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  A.YD  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wcdnesdav  by 
I).  CLVPP,  JR.  at  181  Washington  Street,  comer  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  coinmunirai'ions 
must  bi»  addressed,  iinti-pniil.  It  is  also  pulilisliod  in  Montlijy  Parts,  lacli  Part  coiitainiii"  tlie  weekly 
numbers  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  .M.I).  Kdiinr.— Price  S3  00  a 
vear  in  advance.  «%3.,"jO  after  three  months,  and  .§4,00  if  not  paid  within  tlie  year.— Agents  allowed 
every  seventh  copy  wrufis.— Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance  or 
saiisfactury  reference. — Postage  the  same  as  far  a  newspaper.  ' 


THE 

BOSTON  MEDICAL  AJNTD  SURGICAL 
JOURNAL. 


VOL.  XVI.]  Wednesdat,  June  7,  1837.  [NO.  18. 


OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  ANATOMY   AND  PHYSIOLOGY  OF  THE 
CAPILLARY   BLOOD-VESSELS. 

BY  ANDREW  ALEXANDER,  M.D.,  OF  BOSTON. 

[Communicated  for  the    Boston   Medical   and  Surgical  Journal.]  * 

• 

About  five  years  ago  (some  time  in  the  spring  of  the  year  1832),  my 
attention  was  attracted  by  a  peculiar  optical  phenomenon.  One  dark, 
cloudy  day,  I  was  observing  very  attentively  a  spider  engaged  in  con- 
structing its  net  in  the  window.  1  had  continued  watching  the  insect 
so  long,  and  so  intently,  that  1  at  last  lost  sight  of  it,  and  remained 
gazing,  as  we  express  it,  on  vacancy  ;  when  suddenly  I  noticed  some 
object,  apparently,  floating  in  the  air.  What  that  object  was,  I  could  not 
then  decide,  and  had  it  not  been  for  its  peculiar  and  marked  appearance, 
I  should  have  considered  it  to  be  nothing  more  than  an  optical  illusion, 
and  should  have  given  it  no  further  attention  ;  but  struck  with  the  singu- 
lariiy  of  the  phenomenon.!  determined,  if  possible,  to  discover  where 
the  object  was,  and  of  what  it  consisted.  It  ap|)eared  to  be  floating  in 
the  air  near  the  glass  of  the  window,  in  view  of  which,  a  very  dark 
cloud  then  happened  to  be.  I  noticed,  iiowever,  that  in  whatever  di- 
rection I  turned  my  eye,  the  object  moved  with  it  ;  but  that  it  also  had 
a  movement  apparently  independent  of  that  of  the  eye,  moving  up  or 
down  or  from  side  to  side,  though  in  the  main  it  obeyed  the  motion  of 
the  eye.  Placin;^  a  book,  which  I  had  in  my  hand,  apparently  between 
the  object  and  the  eye,  I  found  tliat  I  could  still  see  it,  and  that  the 
nearer  the  book  was  placed  to  the  eye,  the  smaller  the  object  appeared  ; 
but  that,  what  it  lost  in  size,  it  gained  in  distinctness.  Having  closed 
one  eye  in  order  to  determine  whether  1  could  see  it  with  both  eyes  or 
with  one  only,  I  found  that  I  could  see  it  only  with  the  right  eye.  I 
then  imagined  that  it  might  possibly  be  some  small  body  adhering  to  the 
eye-lids,  eye-lashes,  or  cornea  of  that  eye,  and  therefore  endeavored  to 
dislodge  it,  by  closing  the  eye-lids  and  rubbing  them  against  the  eye- 
ball. 1  found,  however,  on  opening  them,  that  the  object  was  still  visible. 
I  then  made  use  of  a  mirror,  in  order  to  discover  by  its  aid  if  anything 
could  be  seen  adhering  to  the  eye.  The  object  was  not  reflected  by 
the  mirror,  but  still  it  was  visible,  as  while  looking  at  the  mirror  I  could 
see  it  apparently  moving  about  on  different  parts  of  the  reflected  image 
of  my  face.  I  noticed  that  the  object,  which  presented  a  bright  lumin- 
ous appearance,  was  perfectly  transparent,  as  I  could  see,  without  the 
least  obscurity,  other  minute  objects  through  it,  as  the  letters  of  a  book. 
18 
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• 
I  then  felt  convinced  that  it  must  be  in  the  eye  Itself.     In  adopting  this 
opinion,  however,  I  was  at  a  ioss  to  account  for  its   moving  apparently 
independently   of  the   eye,  and   1   did  not  find  any  explanation  of  this 
difficulty  till  some  time  after. 

I  had  heard  of  moats,  or,  as  they  are  technically  and  vaguely  termed, 
musccB  volitnntcs,  being  seen  in  the  eye,  but  1  had  never  heard  or  read 
of  anything  being  seen  similar  to  what  I  then  saw.  The  object  appear- 
ed to  me  then,  and  has  ever  since,  like  an  extremely  minute  tube  of 
glass,  or  rather  of  the  finest  and  most  transparent  isinglass,  pierced  with 
lateral  pores.  It  is  seen  standing  out  in  bold  relief,  entirely  disconnect- 
ed with  anything  else.  Finally,  after  long  and  repeated  observations,  I 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  could  be  nothing  else  than  one  of  the 
much-sought-for  seriferous  capillaries,  with  the  lateral  pores,  which  many 
•physiologists,  as  Mascagni,  Prochaska,  Richerand,  Sic.  have  long  sup- 
posed to«exist  in  all  the  true  capillaries.  I  was  for  a  long  time  unwilling 
to  believe  tnyself  authorized  to  come  to  this  conclusion.  I  knew  that 
the  capillaries  had  never  been  observed  in  this  way  before,  or  if  they 
had,  the  fact  had  never  been  made  public,  or  had  again  sunk  into 
oblivion.  1  could  not  believe  it  possible,  as  1  knew  must  be  the  case  if 
my  supposition  were  true,  that  I  could  be  the  first  to  see  clearly  what 
must  have  been  before,  or  rather  in  the  very  eyes  of,  millions  during 
thousands  of  years. 

As  I  was  not  at  first  acquainted  with  any  means  by  which  these  ves- 
sels (for  such  I  now  knoiv  them  to  be)  could  at  all  times  be  rendered 
visible,  I  was  frequently  obliged,  in  order  to  observe  them,  to  wait  a  long 
time,  until  they  siiould  become  so  accidentally.  I  very  soon  discovered 
that  they  were  to  be  seen  eq'jally  well  in  both  eyes.  The  same  vessel, 
however,  is  never  to  be  seen  with  both  eyes;  but  by  that  alone  in  which 
it  exists.  It  can  never  be  determined  in  which  eye  any  particular  ves- 
sel is.  except  by  closing  one  eye  and  observing  if  it  disappears  or  re- 
mains visible  ;  after  becoming  acquainted  with  any  particular  vessel  we 
of  course  can  recollect  in  which  eye  it  is  seen  ;  should  we  happen  to  for- 
get, however,  we  should  be  obliged  to  go  through  the  same  course  of 
observation  as  at  first.  I  have  discovered  that  the  movement  that  these 
vessels  appear  to  possess,  independently  of  the  eye,  is  not  real,  but  only 
apparent  ;  the  deception  is  caused  by  our  instinctively,  and  frequently 
altogether  unconsciously,  moving  the  eye  in  order  to  bring  the  object  at 
which  we  are  looking,  or  wish  to  look,  into  the  axis  of  vision.  Now  as 
comparatively  very  few  of  these  vessels  are  exactly  in  the  axis  of  vision, 
we  instinctively  and  unconsciously  endeavor  to  bring  them  there,  which, 
as  they  necessarily  move  in  connection  with  the  globe  of  the  eye,  we 
never  can  succeed  in  doing.  Therefore,  as  we  are  not  aware  of  moving 
the  eye,  and  as  we  see  the  motion  of  the  vessels,  we  conclude,  errone- 
ously, that  they  [nove  independently  of  the  eye  ;  they  -.ipppear  to  be 
constantly  gliding  from  the  sight  ;  this  adds  much  to  the  difficulty  of 
observing  these  vessels,  and  is,  1  am  persuaded,  one  of  the  main  causes 
which  have  prevented  them  from  being  distinctly  seen  imtil  now. 

To  one  particular  vessel,  however,  the  above  remarks  do  not  strictly 
apply  ;  it  does  move  independently  of  the  whole  globe  of  the  eye  ; 
hence,  thougii  not  always  in  the  axis  of  vision,  it  frequently  can  be 
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brouglu  there,  and  I  have  on  this  account  often  been  able  to  keep  it 
steadil}-  in  view  for  an  hour  at  a  time.  This  is  the  first  vessel  1  ever 
saw  in  this  manner;  it  is  quite  lara^e,  and  is  distributed  to  some  transpa- 
rent moveable  part  of  the  eye,  which  I  suppose  to  be  floating  quite 
loosely  in  the  aqueous  humor ;  it  cannot  be  the  iris,  for  that  is  not  trans- 
parent. Tiiis  vessel  is  capable  of  very  free  motion  uj)on  itself;  it  is 
souieiimcs  Iblded  upon  itself,  so  as  to  occupy  a  very  small  space  ;  it  is 
the  vessel  I  have  most  frequently  seen,  and  as  it  is  larger  and  more  dis- 
tinct than  any  of  the  others,  it  is  the  one  I  have  most  studied.  I  shall  no- 
lice  it  more  particularly  while  speaking  of  tlie  physiology  of  the  capillaries. 

It  is  not  a  reflected  image  of  the  capillaries  that  is  seen  in  the  eye,  it 
is  a  transparent  view  of'them.  They  have  a  bright  luminous  appear- 
ance, and  stand  out  in  bold  relief;  they  appear,  as  I  have  before  stated, 
as  if  entirely  disconnected  with  anything  else ;  the  parts  with  which 
they  are  connected  being  so  perfectly  transparent  as  to  be  invisible,  they 
appear  as  if  they  had  been  separated  from  all  adhering  parts  by  corro- 
sion or  the  most  minute  and  delicate  dissection. 

The  pores  are  seen  placed  at  distinct  intervals  in  the  parietesof  the  ves- 
sels, in  which  they  are  distinguished  by  their  form  and  superior  brilliancy. 

It  is  probably  not  from  any  want  of  transparency  that  these  vessels 
are  visible  ;  I  suppose  them  to  be  rendered  so  solely  by  the  power 
which  their  parietes,  in  connection  with  the  fluids  they  contain,  and  by 
which  they  are  surrounded,  possess  of  refracting  the  light.  The  power 
vphich  refraction  possesses  of  rendering  minute  and  transparent  objects 
visible,  is  well  known.  The  air  itself  is  sometimes  rendered  visible  by 
refraction,  as  is  proved  by  those  currents  of  this  fluid  which  are  seen 
circulating  over  a  heated  stove  in  a  cold  day.  It  is  a  law  of  light  that 
it  is  always  refracted  in  passing  from  a  denser  to  a  rarer  medium,  and 
vice  versa.  The  air  immediately  over  the  heated  stove  is  of  course 
rarer  than  the  surrounding  atmosphere,  and  the  degree  of  refraction  is 
in  proportion  to  the  different  temperatures  and  depending  differences  of 
rarity  of  the  strata  of  air.  It  has  been  objected  that  it  is  not  the  air  it- 
self which  is  seen  under  these  circumstances,  but  minute  particles  of 
dust  suspended  in  it.  I  believe  it  is  the  air  itself  which  is  seen  ;  should 
it,  however,  be  determined  otherwise  by  future  experience,  I  shall  not 
have  altogether  failed  in  my  object,  which  is  to  show,  by  this  example, 
the  great  power  of  refraction  in  rendering  minute  and  transparent  objects 
visible.  It  must  be  admitted  that  it  here  renders  objects  visible  which 
are  not  so  under  ordinary  circumstances. 

The  greater  the  refractive  power  of  these  vessels,  or  of  any  part  of 
them,  the  better  they  are  seen.  I  believe  that  on  this  account,  when  a 
vessel  is  empty  it  is  not  seen  at  all.  The  lateral  pores  are  frequently 
seen,  while  the  parietes  of  the  vessels  in  which  they  are  situated  are  in- 
visible, except  tl)e  little  ring  which  forms  the  boundary  of  the  pores. 
This  is  not  a  mistake.  I  have  frequently,  while  observing  these  appa- 
rently isolated  pores,  seen  the  parietes  of  the  vessels  to  which  they  be- 
longed become  visible  by  being,  as  I  suppose,  entered  by  the  fluids 
which  usually  circulate  in  them.  Tiie  eye  is  frequently  seen  full  of 
these  pores,  without  any  distinct  vessel  being  seen  ;  but  in  this  case  they 
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are  never  seen  so  distinctly  as  when  the  parietes  of  the  vessels  are  visi- 
ble, or  as  when  only  a  few  of  them  are  seen. 

The  seriferoiis  capillaries  have  never  been  seen,  until  now,  even  by 
ihe  aid  of  the  most  powerful  microscopes.  But  it  is  not  on  account  of 
their  minuteness  ;  the  microscope  renders  visible  objects  far  more  mi- 
nute than  they  are;  it  is  on  account  of  their  transparency,  of  their 
want  of  color,  or  their  exactly  agreeing  in  color  with  the  tissues  to 
which  they  belong,  of  the  want  of  color  of  the  fluids  circulating  in  ihein, 
of  their  intimate  commixture  and  adhesion,  and  probable  exact  corres- 
pondence in  texture  with  the  parts  in  which  iliey  exist.  They  are  seen, 
but  cannot  be  distinguished. 

I  have  never  seen  any  vessel  in  the  transparent  parts  of  the  eyes 
which  was  not  porous,  except  one,  and  that  is  a  very  large  one  in  the 
left  eye. 

No  vessel  with  an  open  extremity  is  ever  seen  ;  sometimes,  indeed, 
one  of  the  lateral  pores  appears  as  if  it  constituted  the  open  extremity 
of  a  vessel  ;  but  I  have  always  been  able  to  discover  the  parietes  of  a 
vessel  beyond  it,  and  to  determine  that  it  was  in  the  side  of  the  vessel, 
and  not  at  its  extremity,  as  the  vessels  have  no  detached  end.  Hence 
I  conclude  that  there  is  a  continuous  and  direct  passage  provided  for  the 
blood  from  the  arteries  into  the  veins.  This  has  otherwise  been  de- 
monstrated by  microscopic  observations,  injections,  &lc.  The  parenchy- 
ma of  the  ancients  does  not  exist ;  neither  do  the  exhalent  vessels  im- 
agined by  some  modern  physiologists,  as  Haller,  Bicluit,  &ic.  Exhala- 
tion and  secretion  are  effected  by  the  common  capillaries. 

The  capillaries  may  be  regarded  as  constituting  a  distinct  system  of 
vessels,  arising  on  the  one  side  insensibly  and  without  determinate  limits 
from  the  minute  arteries,  and  ending  in  the  same  manner  in  the  minute 
veins  on  the  other.  With  regard  to  form  and  structure,  they  are  dis- 
tinguished from  the  arteries  and  veins  by  being  pierced  with  lateral  or- 
ganic pores,  and  probably  by  unknown  differences  in  the  texture  and 
arrangement  of  their  parietes.  It  is  altogether  probable  that  the  lining 
membrane  of  the  arteries  is  continued  through  them  into  the  veins. 
They  partake  of  the  function  both  of  the  arteries  and  veins;  they  bring 
the  blood  to,  and  convey  it  away  fiom  the  different  parts;  they  secrete, 
exhale,  and  absorb.  JNeilher  the  arteries  nor  veins  exhale  nor  absorb; 
they  are  mere  sanguiducts.  In  the  arteries  and  veins  the  current  of  the 
blood  is  confined  to  one  particular  direction  ;  in  the  capillaries  this  is 
most  probably  not  the  case  ;  it  may  run  through  them  in  one  direction 
one  minute,  and  the  opposite  the  next,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  micro- 
scope in  the  transparent  parts  of  some  animals.  The  jreneral  tendency 
of  their  current,  however,  is  from  the  arteries  towards  the  veins.  The 
capillaries  have  no  valves. 

It  may  be  contended,  by  some,  that  what  1  suppose  to  be  lateral  or- 
ganic pores,  are  not  pores,  but  the  globides  of  the  blood  circulating  in 
the  vessel.  JNow  the  rerl  globules  of  the  blood  do  not  penetrate  these 
vessels;  everything  is  here  perfectly  colorless  and  trans|)arent  ;  a  single 
globule  of  blood  appears  colored  under  the  microscope,  and  objects  are 
iiere  rendered  visible  by  the  refraction  of  the  light  and  the  great  niagni- 
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fyins;  power  of  the  humors  of  the  eye,  which  no  tnicroscope  has  ever 
enabh^d  us  to  detect.  Consequently  I  believe  that  if  the  red  globules 
of  the  blood  penctiatcd  these  vessels,  I  should  see  iheiri  colored.  If  it 
should  still  be  contended  that  the  globules  of  the  blood  do  penetrate 
these  vessels,  but  only  after  having  been  deprived  of  their  color,  1  could 
not  prove  that  they  do  not ;  I  believe  many  of  these  vessels  to  be  am- 
ply large  enough  to  admit  the  red  globules  of  tiie  blood  ;  but  I  know 
that  what  I  take  to  be  pores  are  not  the  globules  of  the  blood.  These 
pores  are  placed  at  distinct  and  even  irregular  intervals,  they  are  seen 
to  be  seated  in  the  parictes  and  not  in  the  cavity  of  the  vessel  ;  besides, 
in  one  very  large  vessel,  they  are  not  seen  at  all.  The  globules  of  the 
blood  circulate  in  the  most  minute  red  capillaries,  in  close  contact  with 
one  another,  like  beads  on  a  string.  This  is  proved  by  nticroscopic  ob- 
servations ;  their  movement  can  be  seen.  Now  these  pores  are  fixed 
and  immoveable  ;  they  remain  in  the  same  relative  position  from  day  to 
day,  and  from  year  to  year.  Their  existence  is  as  evident  in  the  most 
minute  vessels  as  in  those  which  are  larger.  In  the  larger  vessels  it  is 
seen  that  they  are  not  always  equally  open,  being  sometimes  more, 
sometimes  less  so.  Tiiey  are  likewise  seen  in  the  very  performance  of 
their  functions.  As  these  pores  are  frequently  seen,  while  the  parietes 
of  the  vessels  to  which  they  belong  remain  invisible,  they  have  no  doubt 
been  described  as  muscct  volitantts.  I  have  known  them  supposed  to 
be  globules  of  air  Hoating  in  the  aqueous  humor  ;  nothing  can  be  more 
erroneous  than  the  latter  o[)inion.  I  have  no  doubt  that,  together  with 
the  parietes  of  the  capillaries,  they  constitute  the  muscce  volitantes  of 
the  dying,  and  frequently  cause  them  to  pick  at  the  bed-clothes.  The 
lateral  pores  are  the  result  of  organic  laws,  by  which  the  structure  of  the 
ca[)illaries  is  suited  to  their  functions  ;  they  do  not  result  from  those  laws 
of  inorganic  matter  which  determine  iis  porosity  ;  they  are  not,  then, 
mere  inorganic  pores,  they  are  regularly  organized  ;  and  without  their 
existence  in  the  parietes  of  the  capillaries,  these  vessels  could  not  per- 
form their  functions. 

As  I  did  not  at  first  perceive  any  vessels  which  gave  off  branches,  1 
supposed  that  only  the  most  minute  capillaries  penetrated  the  transpa- 
rent parts  of  the  eye,  and  that  on  that  account  they  did  not  ramify  ;  but 
after  some  time  I  discovered  that  this  opinion  was  not  well  founded  ;  the 
vessels  even  here  differ  perceptibly  in  size  ;  I  frequently  see  their  rami- 
fications forming  a  distinct  and  beautiful  network,  the  different  filaments 
of  which  ap[)ear  to  be  all  of  equal  diameter.  They  anastomose  with 
extreine  frequency  with  each  other.  They  are  very  often  seen  as  fine 
as  the  finest  hairs,  and  even  in  these  the  lateral  pores  are  distinctly 
visible. 

The  fluids  which  circulate  in  the  seriferous  capillaries,  being  usually 
perfectly  colorless  and  transparent,  they  cannot  be  seen  moving  in  them  ; 
they  cannot  even  be  distinguished   from  the  paiietes  of  the  vessels. 

If  there  be  any  absorbents  in  the  transjiarent  parts  of  the  eye,  and 
there  no  doubt  are,  they  must  be  seen  as  well  as  the  capillaries  ;  but  as 
they  most  probably  exactly  resemble  the  latter  vessels  in  form,  I  do  not 
know  how  they  can  be   distinguished  from  one  another.     The  only  dif- 
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ference  which  exists  between  them  is  probably  merely  vital  and  func- 
tional, and  not  mechanical,  or  of  such  a  nature  as  can  be  discovered  by 
the  eye.  It  has  been  suggested  to  me  that  the  lymphatics  |)ursue  a 
straight,  and  the  capillaries  a  winding,  zig-zag,  and  curved  course.  Some 
of  the  vessels  seen  in  the  eye  run  in  perfectly  straight  lines,  and  as  they 
are  greatly  magnified  they  appear  to  run  a  considerable  distance  without 
receiving  or  giving  off  branches.  It  does  not  seem  to  me  that  this  is 
to  be  considered  as  any  sufficient  mark  of  distinction  between  these  two 
sets  of  vessels,  as  seen  in  the  eye.  Jn  the  vessels  which  pursue  a 
straight  course,  the  lateral    pores  are  seen  as  distinctly  as  in  the  others. 

Professor  Fohman,  of  Liege,  who  has  paid  great  attention  to  the  in- 
vestigation of  the  absorbent  system,  thinks  that  he  has  ascertained  that 
the  ultimate  termination  of  the  lymphatics  is  not  in  simple  and  open 
radicles,  but  in  anastomotic  plexuses,  which  become  finer  and  more  deli- 
cate as  they  appi'oach  the  surface,  whether  of  the  skin  or  of  the  mucous 
or  serous  membranes.  There  are  not,  therefore,  open  orifices  at  the 
extremities  of  these  vessels ;  and  if  any  orifices  exist  at  all,  they  must 
be  in  their  parietes  or  tunics. 

It  has  been  supposed  by  many  physiologists  that  there  is  an  immedi- 
ate communication  between  the  minute  absorbents  and  the  capillaries. 
It  does  not  seem  to  me  probable,  though  1  have  no  direct  proofeither  for 
or  against  it.  I  believe,  however,  that  now  the  true  form  of  the  capilla- 
ries has  been  determined,  anatomists  generally  will  feel  far  less  disposed 
to  place  any  confidence  in  injections,  as  proving  a  direct  communication 
between  these  two  sets  of  vessels,  than  they  have  done  hitherto.  I 
can  conceive  it  very  easy  to  force  injections  through  the  lateral  pores  of 
the  capillaries  into  those  of  the  lymphatics,  and  vice  versa.  Such  is 
the  tenuity  and  fragility  of  the  coats  of  these  vessels,  that  they  are 
verv  easily  ruptured,  especially  when  they  have  been  dead  for  some 
time,  and  putrefaction  has  commenced. 

I  would  also  suggest,  that  as  absorption  frequently  continues  for  a 
short  time  after  death,  many  minute  vessels,  which  circulated  red  blood 
during  life,  may  be  then  found  to  contain  only  colorless  fluids,  and  may 
thus  be  mistaken  for  lymphatics  emptying  directly  into  the  veins. 

The  capillaries  are  seen  in  the  transparent  parts  of  the  eye  by  day 
light  and  by  candle  light.  The  greatest  number  of  them  is  seen  when 
the  eye  has  been  exposed  to  a  bright  light,  or  when  we  have  been  look- 
ing very  intently  at  some  object,  and  have  afterwards  permitted  the  pu- 
pil to  become  dilated  by  exposing  the  eye  to  a  less  brilliant  light.  By 
candle  light  I  can  see  them  by  partly  closing  the  eyelids  and  looking  at 
the  candle  with  one  eye,  so  that  the  light  is  refracted  in  such  a  manner 
that  the  candle  becomes  invisible,  though  immediately  in  the  sphere  of 
vision,  and  only  an  irregular  sheet  of  light  is  seen,  upon  which  the  ves- 
sels appear  to  be  distributed.  They  of  course  partake  of  the  color  of 
the  light  by  which  they  are  seen.  They  appear  as  if  floating  in  the  air 
at  some  distance  from  the  eye.  That  distance  may  be  varied  by  placing 
some  body,  as  a  book,  in  the  sphere  of  vision,  and  gradually  bringing  it 
nearer  the  eye  ;  they  are  then  seen  either  upon,  or  nearer  to  the  eye 
than,  the  body  so  placed.     We  may  thus  bring  the  image  of  the  vessel 
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as  near  as  we  please.  When  ihe  vessels  appear  to  be  at  a  distance,  they 
are  seen  greatly  magnified.  Thus  I  frequently  see  vessels  which  cannot 
exceed  a  few  lines  in  length,  or  the  finest  hairs  in  diameter,  as  if  they 
were  a  foot  or  even  more  in  len^^h,  and  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  diame- 
ter; in  this  case,  however,  they  are  seen  very  indistinctly,  and  I  prefer 
observing  ihecn  when  they  are  not  nearly  so  much  magnified. 

To  most  persons  the  announcement  of  the  fact,  that  they  can  see,  in 
their  own  eyes,  the  ap|)earances  I  have  here  described,  will  appear  very 
astonishing,  and  will  no  doubt  be  received  with  considerable  incredulity. 
But  it  is  nevertheless  true.  Most  adult  persons  must,  at  some  time  of 
their  life,  have  seen  (very  indistinctly,  it  is  true),  the  capillaries  of  their 
own  eyes.  To  them  they  would  appear  as  moats  or  specks,  or  as  a 
dark  vapor  or  cloud  iioating  in  the  air,  to  which,  on  account  of  their  in- 
distinct form  and  fleeting  a|)pearance,  they  would  pay  little  or  no  atten- 
tion. They  would  have  no  desire  to  examine  thecn,  as  they  could  have 
no  hope  of  gaining  any  inlormation  if  they  did.  They  would  as  soon 
think  of  running  after  an  ig7iis  fatuus,  when  they  knew  it  to  be  such, 
as  of  endeavoring  to  discover  what  these  objects  were  ;  and  how  many 
things  are  left  undone,  solely  because  we  do  not  see  or  believe  in  their 
possibility  ?  I  myself  had  seen  the  capillaries  in  this  indistinct  manner, 
long  before  the  subject  was  particularly  forced  upon  my  attention.  I  do 
not  believe  that  at  the  time  I  first  noticed  tbem,  there  was  anything  pe- 
culiar in  the  state  of  th.e  vessels  of  my  eyes.  At  present  they  may  be 
somewhat  more  injected  than  usual,  and  the  parietes  of  some  of  tiiem 
a  little  thickened  ;  this,  together  with  the  long  experience  I  have 
had  in  observing  them,  may  be  the  cause  of  my  seeing  them  so  very 
distinctly.  Though  in  the  daily  practice,  for  more  than  five  years,  of 
observing  the  capillaries  in  this  way,  I  do  not  perceive  that  my  sight  has 
been  at  all  impaired  ;  it  has  always  been  good,  and  1  believe  never  bet- 
ter than  at  this  moment. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  fortunate  accident  mentioned  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  paper,  I  should  probably  never  have  delected  the 
existence  of  the  capillaries  in  the  transparent  parts  of  the  eye.  The 
circumstances  there  mentioned  were  peculiarly  favorable  for  their  dis- 
covery ;  and  besides  the  favorable  external  circumstances,  there  is  an- 
other, deserving  of  notice  ;  my  perceptive  faculties  were  at  the  time 
peculiarly  active,  having  been  previously  called  into  full  play  in  observ- 
ing the  minute  operations  of  the  spider.  Hence  I  am  probably  indebt- 
ed to  that  insect  for  the  discovery  of  the  true  form  and  structure  of  tlie 
capillary  vessels,  and  for  the  pleasure  of  seeing  one  of  the  most  beauti- 
ful objects  which  can  possibly  meet  the  eye  of  the  physiologist, 

I  do  not  depend  for  proof  of  the  accuracy  of  my  observation  on 
my  own  experience  alone.  Others  have  seen  the  capillaries  in  the 
same  manner  as  myself.  One  non-professional  gentleman,  in  particular, 
remarkable  for  acuteness  of  observation,  to  whom  1  showed  a  drawing  of 
one  of  these  vessels,  imniediately  recollected  having  seen  something  in 
his  own  eyes  which  he  thought  bore  some  resemblance  to  it ;  but  hav- 
ing paid  no  particular  attention  to  the  subject,  he  could  not  speak  with 
conBdence.     A  few  hours  after,  he  told  me  that  he  saw  something  in 
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one  of  his  eyes  which  exactly  corresponded  to  the  vessel  1  had  repre- 
sented in  the  drawing,  except  that  it  had  not  ihe  particular  curve  I  iiad 
given  it.  I  replied  that  that  was  not  essential,  and  that  the  objects  seen 
ini^ht  be  straight  or  curved,  or  in  fact  assume  any  form  which  the  capil- 
lary vessels  possess.  Some  days  after,  he  told  me  the  more  attention 
he  paid  to  these  objects,  the  more  he  saw  ihein,  and  even  complained 
of  their  being  troublesome  to  him,  and  expressed  a  fear  lest  their  ap- 
pearance should  be  the  premonitory  symptom  of  some  disease  of  the 
eyes,  as  cataract,  amaurosis,  or  the  like. 

I  believe  that  every  intelligent  person  who  is  possessed  of  good  sight 
and  the  necessary  concentration  of  mind,  and  acuteness  of  observation, 
will  be  able  to  see  them,  by  making  use  of  the  proper  means.  1  have 
no  doubt  that  in  a  short  time  hundreds  will  be  able  to  certify  from  iheir 
own  experience  to  the  truth  and  accuracy  of  many  of  my  observations. 
I  do  not,  however,  expect  all  of  them  to  be  very  soon  confirmed,  for 
that  will  require  long  experience,  and  more  time  and  attention  than  most 
persons  will  be  willing  to  devote  to  the  subject.  It  will  soon  cease  to 
appear  wonderful  that  the  capillaries  in  the  eye  are  now  seen  ;  the  mat- 
ter of  astonishment  will  be  that  they  were  not  seen  before. 

This  mode  of  observing  the  capillaries  is  as  satisfactory  as  it  is  novel. 
Such  is  the  tenuity  of  these  vessels,  so  exactly  do  they  correspond  in 
color  and  probably  in  texture  with  the  parenchyma  of  the  parts  in  which 
they  are  found,  that  tlie  very  existence  of  the  seriferous  capillaries  has 
never  been  demonstrated,  even  by  the  microscope.  Many  celebrated 
physiologists,  as  Mascagni,  Prochaska,  Richerand,  &.c.  deny  that  any 
such  vessels  exist. 

Until  now,  we  have  had  no  anatomical  proof  of  the  existence  of  lat- 
eral organic  pores  in  the  parietes  of  the  capillaries,  and  some  of  the 
best  anatomists  and  physiologists  of  the  present  day,  denying  the  exist- 
ence of  the  exhalent  vessels  of  Haller  and  Bichat,  believe  that  the  fluids 
enter  and  escape  from  these  vessels,  by  means  of  imbibition  and  exhibi- 
tion through  inorganic  pores,  i.  e.  such  pores  as  exist  in  inorganic  matter. 
When  the  true  structure  and  functions  of  these  vessels  are  better  known, 
it  will  be  seen  how  inefficient  such  pores  would  be.  I  doubt  if  the  ex- 
istence of  the  organic  pores  would  ever  have  been  detected  in  any  other 
situation,  or  by  any  other  means,  than  those  which  1  have  pointed  out. 
I  doubt  even  now,  when  their  existence  has  been  proved,  if  we  shall 
ever  be  able  to  verify  it  in  any  other  way.  The  microscope,  in  all 
probability,  never  will  detect  them. 

As  these  pores  are  seen  in  the  living  body,  and  in  a  part  so  delicate 
as  the  eye,  we  cannot  attribute  their  existence  to  the  knife  of  the  anato- 
mist or  to  rupture  from  mechanical  violence  ;  and  from  the  constancy 
and  universality  of  their  existence,  we  cannot  attribute  it  to  disease  or 
accident.  Had  they  been  observed  only  in  some  of  the  lower  animals, 
it  might  possibly  have  still  been  denied  that  they  exist  in  man  ;  this,  of 
course,  cannot  be  done  at  present.  By  observing  the  capillaries  in  the 
eves,  we  detect  them  in  the  very  act  of  performing  their  functions. 

For  the  sake  of  precision  and  uniformity,  which  are  very  desirable 
qualities  in  anatomical  and  physiological  language,  it  would   be  well  to 
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apply  (he  epithet  capillary  excUisively  to  those  vessels  whose  parietes 
are  pierced  with  lateral  organic  pores,  and  which  perform  some  other 
function  than  lliat  of  merely  conveying  the  blood.  The  other  blood- 
vessels, however  minnte,  should  be  considered  and  spoken  of  as  arteries 
or  veins.  We  may  also  distin2,uish  the  capillaries  by  the  epithets  san- 
guiferous and  seriferous,  or  red  and  white,  from  the  nature  and  color  of 
the  fluids  which  they  convey. 

Some  observations  on  the  Physiology  of  the  Capillaries. — In  enter- 
ing upon  the  consideration  of  the  functions  of  the  capillaries,  the  first 
inquiry  which  naturally  presents  itself  to  the  mind,  is,  upon  what  the 
motion  of  the  blood  in  these  vessels  depends  ?  Whether  it  is  caused 
by  the  impulse  couununicated  to  the  circulating  fluids  by  the  contraction 
of  the  heart  and  elasticity  of  the  arteries,  or  by  any  impelling  power 
which  (he  capillaries  themselves  possess.  When  physiologists  began  to 
recover  from  the  first  dazzling  effect  of  Harvey's  brilliant  discovery,  they 
saw  the  necessity  of  the  existence  of  some  other  motive  powers  than  that 
of  the  heart.  What  those  motive  powers  are,  has  long  been  a  matter  of 
dispute  among  physiologists.  M.  Magendie  and  many  other  modern  })hy- 
siologists  contend  that  the  motion  of  the  blood  in  the  capillaries  depends 
entirely  upon  the  impulse  of  the  heart,  and  elasticity  of  the  arteries  and 
of  the  capillaries  themselves.  But  this  opinion  appears  to  be  entirely 
inconsistent  with  the  known  properties  and  functions  of  these  vessels. 
It  is  entirely  contrary  to,  and  inconsistent  with,  many  physiological  and 
pathological  phenomena.  It  will  not  explain  local  determinations  of 
blood,  nor  local  anremia.  M.  Magendie  is  obliged  to  acknowledge  this, 
and  imputes  them  to  the  influence  of  innervation.  I  quote  his  opinions 
from  a  work  lately  published  by  him,  entitled  "  Lemons  sur  les  Phe- 
nomenes  Physiques  de  la  Vie." 

"  Far  be  it  from  me,  however,  to  fall  into  the  opposite  error  of  exao'- 
gerating  the  importance  of  physical  explication  in  interpreting  the  phe- 
nomena of  which  the  animal  economy  is  the  seat.  Thus  why  do  we 
see  the  face  become  flushed  or  pale  from  the  influence  of  moral  emo- 
tions, more  or  less  lively  ?  Whence  those  changes  of  color  and  of  tem- 
perature which  the  skin  undergoes  from  the  influence  of  causes  as  nu- 
merous as  varied  ?  This  want  of  harmony  between  the  movements  of 
the  heart  and  the  capillary  circulation  necessarily  indicates  that  there  is 
here  something  peculiar,  something  which  at  least,  in  the  present  state 
of  our  knowledge,  cannot  be  explained  by  physical  laws.  It  appears  to 
me  probable  that  it  is  by  the  influence  of  innervation  that  these  modifi- 
cations are  effected.  And  hence  when  any  part  whatever  of  the  living' 
body  is  completely  withdrawn  from  the  influence  of  the  nervous  ener2;y,its 
circulation  very  soon  becomes  deranged  and  even  suspended." — P.202, 

It  is  well  known  that  in  asphyxia  the  circulation  of  the  blood  is  ar- 
rested in  the  capillaries  of  the  lungs,  long  before  the  action  of  the  heart 
ceases,  even  when  the  mechanical  phenomena  of  respiration  are  perfect- 
ly well  kept  up.  M.  ^Magendie's  theory  of  the  circulation  will  not  ex- 
plain why  the  blood  is  sooner  arrested  in  the  pulmonic  ca[)illaries  than 
in  the  systemic.  The  former  being  nearer  the  heart,  should  continue 
longerj  according  to  it,  to  circulate  bloodj  even  allowing  for  the  weaker 
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power  of  the  right  ventricle.  It  will  not  explain  why  the  action  of 
some  of  the  secretory  organs  is  almost  entirely,  if  not  altogether  sus- 
pended, while  that  of  some  others  is  at  its  greatest  activity.  It  appears 
to  me  the  height  of  absurdity  to  suppose  that  the  proportional  quantity 
of  blood  which  flows  through  a  part  can  be  constantly  and  invariably 
calculated  by  the  size  of  its  arteries.  In  the  systemic  capillaries  the 
blood  must  circulate  after  it  has  been  deprived  of  its  nutritious  and 
stimulating  properties.  As  they  are  also  agents  of  absorption,  the  ab- 
sorbed fluids  must  circulate  in  them.  Now,  secretion,  exhalation,  and 
absorption,  would  be  constantly  interrupted  if  the  motion  of  the  blood  in 
these  vessels  depended  on  the  impulse  of  the  heart.  Suppose,  for  in- 
stance, that  mucus  was  in  the  process  of  being  formed  in  one  of  the 
capillaries;  it  might,  according  to  this  theory,  be  forced  by  the  contrac- 
tion of  the  heart,  through  it  into  the  veins.  Exhalation  and  absorption 
alternate  in  the  capillaries  ;  now  by  this  theory,  absorption  could  not 
take  place.  Before  a  capillary  can  absorb,  it  must  in  a  great  measure 
empty  itself  of  the  fluid  contained  in  it,  by  passing  it  forward  into  the 
other  capillaries  or  into  the  veins,  and  likewise  have  the  power  of  pre- 
venting the  entrance  of  new  blood  from  the  arteries  or  other  capillaries. 
It  must  have  some  attractive  power  by  which  it  draws  the  extravasated 
fluids  into  its  cavity.  In  one  of  the  capillary  vessels  I  have  observed  a 
movement  very  much  resembling  the  peristaltic  motion  of  the  intestines; 
but  I  have  supposed  that  it  may  depend  upon  the  floating  of  the  part 
to  which  it  is  distributed  in  the  aqueous  humor. 

It  is  my  decided  opinion  that  many  of  the  capillaries  are  at  times  en- 
tirely empty.  I  have  seen  parts  of  some  vessels,  without  at  the  same 
time  being  able  to  see  other  parts  which  I  know,  from  previous  or  sub- 
sequent observation,  to  be  immediately  contiguous,  in  consequence,  as  I 
suppose,  of  those  parts  not  containing  any  fluid,  contracting  so  as  to 
obliterate  their  cavity,  and  in  this  state  having  less  refractive  power,  and 
therefore  being  invisible.  As  I  have  already  mentioned,  I  sometimes 
seethe  lateral  pores  without  being  able  to  perceive  the  parietes  of  the 
vessels  in  which  I  know,  from  previous  observation,  they  are  situated, 
though  I  can  see  in  every  direction  around  them.  Frequently,  while 
watching  these  apparently  isolated  pores,  I  see  the  vessels  to  which  they 
belong  spring  up,  upon  the  sight,  as  if  from  the  entrance  of  fluid  into 
them. 

M.  Magendie  denies  that  the  capillaries  are  possessed   of  any  speciflc 
contractile  power,  and  imputes  their  contraction  entirely   to  elasticity.         ^n 
Now  I  contend  that  the  blood  in  these  vessels  must  be  moved    by  some         ^| 
other  power  than  the   impulse  of  the   heart,  or  they  must  be  possessed         ^\ 
of  some  other  contractile    power  than  simple  elasticity.     1  have  seen  in 
the  eye  one  part  of  a   quite   large   vessel,  so  much    contracted  as  to  be 
scarcely  visible,  while  the  other  parts  of  the  vessel,  immediately  contigu- 
ous,  were   more    than   usually    distended.     Now    if  the   power  which 
moves  the  blood  in   the  capillaries   be  the  impulse  of  the  heart,  and  if 
they  be  not  possessed  of  any  other  contractile   power  than  elasticity,  I 
do  not  understand  how  one  part  of  the  vessel  can  contract  more  than  ano- 
ther \  I  think  that  under  such  circumstances  every  part  should  be  contracted 
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equally.  It  is  not  that  one  part  of  the  vessel  is  always  smaller  than  the 
other  ;  as  the  very  part  which  is  seen  at  one  time  contracted,  is  at  an- 
other time  seen  very  much  distended,  and  vice  versa,  ;  different  parts  of 
the  same  vessel  are  contracted  at  different  times.  I  have  seen  this  so 
distinctly  and  so  repeatedly  that  I  T^noiv  I  have  not  been  deceived. 

If  we  allow  the  motion  of  the  fluids  in  the  capillaries  lo  depend  on 
the  nervous  influence,  the  existence  of  any  other  contractile  power  than 
elasticity  in  those  vessels  does  not  seem  absolutely  necessary  to  account 
for  their  local  contractions  and  expansions.  When  the  fluids  are  not 
attracted  to  a  particular  part  of  the  capillaries,  the  elasticity  of  that 
part  will  enable  it  to  contiact  ;  when  they  are  so  attracted,  its  elasticity 
permits  it  to  yield  and  expand.  I  think,  however,  the  phenomena  ob- 
served in  the  eye  are  much  better  explained  by  supposing  the  capillaries 
to  possess  some  specific  contractile  power. 

1  believe,  then,  that  the  motion  of  the  blood  in  the  capillaries,  under 
ordinary  circumstances,  does  not  depend  on  the  heart.  There  are  some 
animals  which  have  no  heart ;  but  yet  have  a  very  active  capillary  circu- 
lation. In  some  animals  the  circulation  continues  for  a  considerable  time 
after  the  heart  has  been  carefully  removed,  and  then  appears  to  cease 
only  because  no  new  supply  of  blood  can  be  sent  to  the  arteries.  Fce- 
tuses  have  been  born  with  many  of  their  organs  perfect,  but  without  any 
heart.  I  believe  the  motion  of  the  blood  in  the  capillaries  to  be  caused, 
under  ordinary  circumstances,  by  the  contractility  of  these  vessels,  and 
by  a  complication  of  attractions  and  repulsions,  depending,  no  doubt,  on 
the  nervous  influence.  We  know  that  galvanic  electricity  exercises  a 
locomotive  influence  on  fluids  ;  and  from  the  great  similarity,  if  not  ab- 
solute identity,  of  these  principles,  it  is  probable  the  nervous  influence 
has  the  same  property.  This  theory  will  account  for  local  determina- 
tions and  anaemia,  for  the  alternation  of  exhalation  and  absorption,  for 
the  suspended  and  increased  action  of  secretory  organs,  and  for  the  for- 
mation of  the  secreted  fluids  in  the  cavities  of  the  capillaries.  It  is  pro- 
bable that  during  sleep  the  capillary  circulation  of  the  organs  of  the 
mental  faculties  is  suspended. 

For  reasons  already  mentioned,  I  believe  that  the  capillaries  do  pos- 
sess a  contractility  peculiar  to  themselves ;  the  phenomena  observed 
in  the  eye  do  not,  I  think,  easily  admit  of  any  other  explanation. 

It  is  in  the  capillaries  considered,  in  general,  as  a  particular  set  of 
vessels,  that  peculiar  and  specific  changes  are  effected  in  the  blood.  In 
the  systemic  capillaries  the  blood  loses  its  red  color,  and  has  abstracted 
from  it  the  principles  suited  for  nutrition  and  the  various  exhalations  and 
secretions.  In  the  pulmonic  capillaries  it  regains  its  red  iiue  and  nutri- 
tious and  stimulating  properties,  and  is  again  rendered  fit  to  be  sent  to 
the  systemic  capillaries.  These  vessels  are  consequently  the  agents  of 
nutrition,  secretion,  exhalation,  absorption,  sanguification,  inflammation, 
&£c.  Their  functions  vary  in  different  parts  of  the  system,  and  even  in 
different  parts  of  the  same  organ,  according  to  the  various  textures  of 
which  it  is  composed.  For  instance,  in  the  lungs  there  are  capillaries 
appropriated  to  the  arterialization  of  the  blood,  others  to  the  nutrition  of 
these  organs,  others  to  the  secretico  of  mucus,  others  to  the  exbalatioD 
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of  the  serum  lubricating  the  pleurae.  There  is  no  reason  to  believe  that 
the  foriu  and  structure  ol'  the  capillaries  vary  in  all  these  different  situa- 
tions ;  yet  their  products  are  all  diffeient,  and  we  must  impute  this  to 
some  peculiarity  in  their  vital  properties  and  innervation.  A  knowledge 
of  their  form  and  size  throws  no  light  upon  their  vital  functions. 

There  are  the  strongest  reasons  for  believing  that  the  various  secreted 
and  exhaled  fluids  are  actually  formed  in  the  cavities  of  the  capillaries, 
and  that  chemical  and  vital  changes  are  effected  in  the  fluids  contained 
in  them  in  a  mass,  through  the  agency  of  the  nervous  influence,  and 
that  it  is  not  in  the  very  act  of  escaping  from  them  that  the  products  of 
secretion  are  formed.  In  proof  of  this  1  would  mention  that  1  have  fre- 
quently seen  the  capillaries  in  the  eye  assume  a  dark  hue,  depending,  as 
I  suppose,  on  some  chemical  change  going  on  in  the  fluids  contained  in 
them,  causing  them  to  become  turbid.  This  appearance  is  not  always 
limited  to  the  vessels,  but  is  frequently  seen  in  the  surrounding  parts,  as 
if  from  the  efflision  of  the  turbid  fluid. 

M.  Magendie,  in  the  work  I  have  before  quoted,  in  order  to  prove 
that  the  secretion  of  intestinal  mucus  is  not  an  exclusively  vital  phe- 
nomenon, and  that  it  depends  in  part  on  physical  laws,  adduces  the  fol- 
lowing experiment,  page  38.  "  There  is  one  fact  to  which  1  wish  par- 
ticularly to  invite  your  attention  ;  it  is  that  the  secretion  of  intestinal  mu- 
cus is  not  an  exclusively  vital  phenomenon,  but  that  it  depends  in  part 
on  physical  laws,  if  you  wish  to  have  this  proved,  remove,  by  careful- 
ly scraping  with  a  scalpel,  the  layer  of  nuicus  from  any  part  of  the  mu- 
cous membrane  of  the  stomach,  and  you  will  find  the  next  day  a  new 
layer  of  mucus  deposited  in  the  same  place.  JNow,  since  this  secretion 
has  taken  place  in  an  inanimate  tissue,  it  must  necessarily  have  been  ef- 
fected by  physical,  and  not  vital  laws."  I  suppose  the  mucus  to  have 
been  already  formed  in  the  cavities  of  the  capillaries,  during  life,  and  the 
first  layer  of  mucus  having  been  removed,  these  vessels  to  have  con- 
tracted and  forced  it  through  their  lateral  pores  into  the  excretory  ducts 
of  the  minute  glands,  by  which  it  escaped  to  the  external  surface  of  the 
mucous  metnbrane.  I  do  not  believe  the  mucus  in  this  case  to  have 
been  formed  after  death,  but  during  life  ;  and  having  been  once  formed, 
the  elasticity  of  the  dead  vessels  is  fully  sufficient  to  convey  it  to  ib.e 
surface  of  the  mucous  membrane. 

Secretion  is  not  so  slow  a  process  as  many  suppose.  If  we  turn  out- 
wards the  interior  surface  of  one  of  the  lips,  and  carefully  remove  the 
moisture  from  the  mucous  membrane,  we  can  see  distinctly  the  minute 
orifices  of  the  excretory  ducts  of  the  buccal  mucous  glands.  By  waiting 
the  space  of  a  minute,  we  can  see  the  mucus  escaping  from  these  orifices, 
and  in  that  short  time  forniing  a  drop  nearly  equal  in  size  to  the  whole 
gland  from  wiiich  it  proceeds.  Now  we  can  hardly  believe  this  drop  to 
have  been  formed  in  that  short  time  solely  in  the  act  of  escaping  through 
the  lateral  pores  of  the  capillaries  into  the  excretory  ducts  of  the  gland. 
It  is  much  more  reasonable  to  suppose  it  was  formed  in  the  cavities  of 
the  capillaries  supplying  the  gland,  and  that  the  lateral  pores  and  ex- 
cretory ducts  are  merely  channels  for  its  escape.  The  minute  mucous 
glands  are  composed  of  excretory  ducts,  capillaries  distributed  to  these 
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ducts,  nervous   filaments,  and  mucous   tissue  connecting  these  different 

n'wmddVmpose  the  term  Sccernaiion  for  that  process  by  wi/.ch  tl.e  con- 
stituent principles  of  the  fluids  about  to  be  exhaled  or  secreted  are  brou^h 
together  and  combined  in  the  cavity  of  the  capdianes     It  .s  poss.ble  that 
this  process  mav  commence  in  the  arteries  while  yet  of  a  considerable  size. 
As  1  have  already  remarked,  exhalation  and  absorption  take  place  a  - 
ternatelv  in  the  capillaries  ;  they  are  effected  by  means  of  the  same  lat- 
eral poi^s.     1  have  repeatedly  seen  n>inute  shimng  particles  or  globule. 
of  fluid  entering  and  escaping  from  them  in  the  same  vessel,  ^^J^^^' 
ing,  by  means  of  oadar  demonstration,  the   long   agitated   question  with 
relard  to  the  al)sorption  of  the  veins.     The  capillaries  alone  absorb,  the 
yL  do  not,  tlK-ugh  it  has  been  proved  tlrat  fluids   may  enter  their  cav.- 
tie.  by  means  of  imbibition  tlnough   their  par.etes.     Whenever  1  have 
seen  a  vessel  absorbing,  it  has  always  been  very  much  contracted  ;  con- 
senuently  the  absorbed  fluid    could   not  enter  its  cavity  except  by  bemg 
drawn  into  it  by  some  attractive  power.     These  vessels  have  no  active 
power  of  expansion.     In  local  determinations,  as  well  as  absorption,  the 
fluids  are  drawn  into  the  vessels  and  distend  their  parietes. 

I  do  not  believe  that  the  existence  of  open  radicles  in  some  ot  the 
capillaries  would  be  at  all  inconsistent  with  their  functions  iiie  retro- 
orade  motions  which  those  vessels  admit  of  would  provide  for  the  pas- 
saee  of  their  recrementitious  fluids  into  the  veins.  ,     a  -j 

The   capillaries   exercise  much   less  choice  with  reaard   to  the  fluids 
they  absorb,  than  with  regard  to   those  they  exhale.     They    apparent  y 
absorb  indiscriminately  the   most  deadly  poisons,  as  prussic  acid,  strycli- 
nine,  &.c.  and  the  most  bland  and  simple  fluids.      "  Tvvemy  years  ago  no 
one  doubted  that  the  lymphatic  system   was  the   exclusive  agent  oab- 
sorption,  and  now  every  one  knows   that  any  substance,  whether  acid  or 
al  aline   useful  or  deleterious,  is  absorbed  as  soon  as  it  .s  placed  in  co  - 
tact  with  our  tissues  ;  it  is  effected,  therefore,  by  imbibition    and  all  tla 
has  be  n  said   concerning  the  intelligence  of  the  pores   .s  but  a  fanci  ul 
rmnance  entirely  out  of  date   at  the    present  ,hy.''-Mogcmhe,  p      4. 
■         We  can  now  understand  why  the  degree  of  fullness  or  vacuity  ol  the 
veins  has   such  an  important  influence  on   capillary  absorption      Before 
U  e  capillaries  can  absorb,  they  are  obliged    to   empty   themselves   ma 
great  measure  of  their  contents,  by  passing  them  forward  into  the  veins, 
'whrch  of  course   they  will   do   -  it  h  more   or  less  ^-'l'^' -^^  ^^^ 
these  vessels  are   more  or  less  distended.     They  mus    al.o   have  the 
power  of  pr  venting  the  entrance  of  the  fluids  contained  in  the  arteries 
^vdiich  ai/constantfy  pressing  forward  to  be  a  nutted     hence  an  ex  . ted 
state  of   the  circulation   is  unfavorable  to  capdlary  absorption       Cap.ila- 
ry  absorption  is  of  course  greatly  facilitated  by  the  valves  o    the  ve.ns^ 
^  The  knowledge  gained  by  observing  the  capillaries  ,n  tie  t.^nsparen 
parts  of  the  eye°,  is  capable  of  many  interesting  ^PP''^^^  .'f^  .;^^^;^^^3 
plains  very  satisfactorily  the  physiology  of  dropsy       In    Is  d  .case   he 
exhaled  fluids  probably  always  exceed  the  normal  ^"[^"tit)      hence    he 
capillaries  are  kept  more  than  usually  active  n.  exhaling,  and  too  httle 
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time,  or  none  at  all,  is  given  them  for  the  performance  of  their  other 
most  important  function,  viz.  absorption.  It  was  formerly  thought  that 
dropsy  arose  from  the  inactivity  of  the  absorbent  system  ;  but  there  is 
great  reason  to  believe  that  this  system  is  more  than  usually  active  in 
most  dropsies.  Does  not  the  anatomist  choose  a  dropsical  subject  when 
he  wishes  to  demonstrate  the  lymphatics,  because  he  knows  that  they 
are  usually  more  developed  in  such  subjects  as  die  from  chronic  dropsy  ? 
in  consequence,  it  may  be  supposed,  of  having  been  more  than  usually 
active  during  life.  In  active  dropsy  exhalation  is  too  abundant,  because 
too  much  blood  is  attracted  by  the  capillaries  :  in  passive  dropsy  it  is 
too  abundant,  because  they  have  lost  their  tone  and  retentive  power ; 
in  either  case  capillary  absorption  cannot  be  properly  performed.  Thus 
I  have  known  oedema  produced  by  simply  keeping  up,  by  friction  with 
the  hand,  an  uninterrupted  and  increased  flow  of  blood  to  a  part,  with- 
out carrying  it  to  the  extent  of  producing  inflammation.  Blisters,  which 
are  nothing  more  than  subcuticular  dropsies,  are  no  doubt  produced  on 
the  same  principle.  I  have  also  seen  oedema  of  the  foot  and  leg  pro- 
duced very  suddenly  by  the  injury  of  a  nerve  inflicted  in  forming  an 
issue  just  below  the  knee.  Digitalis,  in  all  probability,  produces  its 
beneficial  effects  in  dropsy,  simply  by  diminishing  exhalation,  and  thus 
indirectly  increasing  absorption.  It  is  well  known  that  oedema  of  the 
lower  extremities  is  usually  diminished  or  entirely  disappears  at  night, 
when  the  patient  is  in  bed.  This  does  not  arise  solely  from  the  facili- 
tated return  of  the  blood  through  the  veins,  when  the  limbs  are  placed 
in  a  horizontal  position  on  a  level  with  the  trunk ;  it  in  part  depends  on 
the  fact  that  in  this  position  less  blood  is  sent  to  the  capillaries  of  the 
lower  extremities,  consequently  exhalation  is  diminished,  and  the  vessels 
are  allowed  time  to  absorb. 

It  has  long  been  a  matter  of  dispute  among  physiologists  whether 
imbibition  takes  place  in  the  living  body.  Innumerable  experiments 
and  observations  have  now  demonstrated  that  it  does ;  it  is,  however, 
greatly  controled  by  absorption,  and  is  otherwise  governed  by  laws  with 
which  we  are  not  yet  well  acquainted.  The  very  existence,  however, 
of  the  lateral  organic  pores  in  the  capillaries,  is  suflicient  to  prove  that 
exhalation  and  absorption   do  not  take   place   by  means  of  imbibition. 

Nutrition  is  the  means  by  which  all  organized  bodies  are  originally  form- 
ed, and  as  long  as  they  retain  their  vitality,  it  is  constandy  carried  on  in 
them  more  or  less  actively,  in  order  to  counteract  their  perpetual  ten- 
dency to  waste  and  decompose.  This  is  a  very  im))ortant  function  of 
the  capillaries.  These  vessels  receive  blood,  or  such  constituent  parts 
of  it,  from  the  arteries,  as  are  suited  to  the  nutrition  of  the  different 
tissues  to  which  they  belong ;  certain  chemical  or  vital  changes  are,  no 
doubt,  wrought  in  the  fluids  while  yet  in  the  cavities  of  the  capillaries, 
through  the  agency  of  the  nervous  influence  ;  then  either  the  whole  or 
certain  parts  of  them  are  permitted  to  escape  through  the  lateral  pores 
in  a  fluid  state,  and  are  imbibed  by  the  living  solids  ;  here  those  parts 
which  agree  in  composition  with  the  different  tissues  are  incorporated 
with,  and  united  to,  them  by  a  chemical  or  vital  affinity ;  the  other 
parts,  holding  m  solution  or  suspension  the  recrementitious  particles  of  mat- 
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ter,  are  reabsorbed  by  tbe  capillaries  and  lympbatics,  either  to  be  thrown 
out  of  the  system  as  excrementitious,  or,  after  having  undergone  certain 
changes  in  the  lungs,  to  be  again  returned  to  the  systemic  ca|)illaries. 

Though  it  has  been  placed  beyond  all  doubt,  by  innumerable  expe- 
riments and  observations,  that  the  lymphatics  really  do  absorb,  the  exact 
range  and  purpose  of  their  function  is  by  no  means  well  known.  While 
some  physiologists  regard  them  as  the  exclusive  agents  of  absorption, 
others  believe  that,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  they  take  very  little 
part  in  it.  M.  Magendie,  in  the  work  1  have  before  quoted,  expresses 
bis  opinion  as  follows. — "  I  have  convinced  myself  that  most  commonly 
the  lymphatic  vessels  are  not  filled  with  fluids,  nor  traversed  by  an  in- 
terior current,  and,  therefore,  on  most  occasions,  cannot  be  the  agents  of 
absorption.  The  veins,  on  the  contrary,  whose  function  it  is  constantly 
to  reconvey  tlie  blood  from  the  periphery  to  the  centre,  ought  ji-istly 
to  be  regarded  as  the  ordinary  avenues  by  which  the  extravasated 
fluids  re-enter  the  circulation.  And  besides,  is  not  that  which  anato- 
my authorizes  us  to  assume,  fully  confirmed  by  the  results  of  the 
numerous  experiments  which  I  have  made  with  a  view  of  determining 
this  point?  There  is  only  one  great  absorption,  that  of  the  chyle, 
which  forms  an  exception  to  this  general  law ;  and  that  is  of  an  entirely 
distinct  kind,  and  is  deserving  of  our  especial  attention." — Page  26. 

May,  1837. 

Mass.  Med.  Society. — Owing  to  the  length  of  l)r.  Alexander's  com- 
munication, the  account  intended  of  the  late  anniversary  is  necessarily 
postponed  to  another  week.  Tiie  following,  however,  comprises  the  list 
of  Councillors  for  Suffolk  District  the  ensuing  year. 

Drs.  J.  Jackson,  B.  Shurtleff,  J.  C.  Warren,  J.  Randall,  G.  C.  Shut- 
tuck,  W.  Channing,  J.  Bigelow,  Geo.  Hayward,  Enoch  Hale,  S.  D. 
Townsend,  J.  Ware,  Z.  B.  Adams,  D.  Osgood,  E.  Reynolds,  J.  Ho- 
raans,  W.  Strong,  J.  Jeffries,  G.  B.  Doane,  W.  Lewis,  G.  W.  Otis,  S. 
Morrill,  J.  V.  C.  Smith. 

Dr.  Geo.  C.  Shattuck  was  re-elected  President,  and  Dr.  Nathaniel 
Miller  Vice  President,  on  the  following  day,  by  the  Council. 


Surgical  Observations  on  Tumors. — A  beautifully  printed  octavo,  con- 
taining six  hundred  pages,  with  numerous  colored  engravings,  was  pub- 
lished by  Crocker  &  Brewster,  yesterday,  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  John  C. 
Warren,  who  leaves  Boston  the  present  week,  for  Europe.  We  shall 
soon  be  ready  to  speak  more  at  large  on  the  value  of  this  splendid  work. 


Plague.  —  Such  is  the  general  prevalence  of  the  plague  in  very  many 
parts  of  Asia,  and  Turkey  in  Asia,  with  which  American  vessels  have  a 
constant  intercourse,  that,  under  the  present  culpably  slack  system  of 
sanitory  prevention,  there  is  great  danger  that  that  awful  scourge  of  man- 
kind will  be  imported  into  this  country,  either  in  rags  or  wool,  or  both, 
vliich  are  collected  in  the  very  plague  districts,  where  hundreds  a  day 
are  dying.       They  manage  much  better  in  England  and  France. 


Connecticut  Med.    Society. — At  the  late  annual  meeting.  Dr.   Miner, 
who  has  beea  loDg  honored  with  the  presidency,  declined  a  re-election. 
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The  address  delivered  by  him  on  the  occasion  of  his  resignation,  is 
placed,  in  part,  in  the  order  of  publication  in  the  Journal.  Silas  Fuller, 
M.D.  was  elected  President  ;  Elijah  Middlebrook,  M.D.,  Vice  do.  ; 
Luther  Ticknor,  JM.D.,  Treasurer  ;   and   Charles  Hooker,  M.D.,  Sec'y. 

Fever  in  Antigua. — A  fever  of  a  very  fatal  type  has  been  a  considerable 
time  raging  at  this  place,  which  the  physicians  seem  to  have  no  power  of 
controlling.     At  the  last  accounts,  the  mortality  was  terrible. 


Chinese  Eije  Infirmarij. — From  a  communication,  recently  received 
from  Canton,  the  following  gratifying  facts  have  been  gathered.  The 
Eye  IiiHrmary  has  evidently  been  gaining  favor  with  both  natives  and 
foreigners,  ever  since  its  establishment.  The  expenses,  since  its  erec- 
tion last  season,  if  we  recollect  rightly,  have  been  not  far  Irom  $1200, 
and  the  contributions  by  strangers  have  e.xceeded  that  sum  by  about 
S300.  The  entire  number  of  patients,  up  to  Sept.  8th,  1836,  was  1,912. 
So  great  is  the  press  of  business  that  vast  nutnbers  are  obliged  to  go 
away  without  being  operated  upon,  owing  to  the  impossibility  of  having 
everything  done  by  one  single  oculist — who  is  without  an  assistant. 

Whole  number  of  denths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  June  3,  20.     Males,  10 — Females,  10. 

Consumption,  2 — sniiillpox,2 — debility,  1 — croup,  I — lung  fever,  I — inflammation  of  the  lungs  and 
pleura,  1 — by  a  fall  from  a  house,  1 — infantile,  1— inflammation  of  the  larynx,  I— injury  of  the  head, 
] — old  age,  1 — cholera  morbus.  1 — inflamn;!ation  of  the  bowels,  1 — bronchitis,  1 — puerperal  fever, 
1 — cancer  of  the  stomach,  1 — chronic  pleurisy,  1  — slillborn.o. 


MEDICAL   LECTURES. 

THE  Medical  Lertnres  at  Dartmouth  College  nill  commence  on  Thu.ridaij,X.he  third  day  of  next 
August,  and  conl\nun  fotLrtcen  weeks. 

Arratomv,  Surgerv,  and  Ob:ilelric3,  by  -  -        -  -  -        R.  D.   Musset,  M.D. 

Physioliigy.  Mat    Med.  and  Legal  Med.,  by  .  _  .  .  D.  Oliver,  M.D. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by         -        _        _        .  .  .  j.  Delamater,  M.D. 

Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by        -  •  -----        O.  P.  Hubbard,  M.D.  • 

Fee  for  the  course,  $59.     Matriculating  fee,  $2. 

Hanover,  A".  H.,  May  26,  IS37.  J— 73w 

AMERICAN    MEDICAL   LIBRARY. 

THIS  Library  is  edited  by  Prof.  Dunglison,  published  in  semi-monthly  Nos.  of  128  octavo  pages 
each,  making  in  a  year3328  pages — being  nearly  2;)0  pages  more  than  any  other  Library  published, 
and  elegantly  printed.  16  pages  of  the  work  are  devoted  to  medical  intelligence,  and  112  pages  to  a 
republication  of  some  work  of  standard  character.  'J'he  three  first  Nos.  contain  VVardrop  on  Blood- 
letting, 74  pages  ;  Wardrop's  .Morbid  Conditions  of  the  Blood;  t?tokes's  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Medicine,  152  pages  printed  ;  Brodie's  Nervous  AlTeciions,  74  pages;  Hard  on  IJeafness,  92  pages  ; 
Formulary  of  New  Medicines.  Among  the  works  imported  lor  the  Library  are,  Guy's  Iltispital 
Reports,  St.  Thomas's  do.,  Collins's 'I'reatise  on  Midwifery,  Cormack  on  Creosote,  AJayo's  Pathology, 
Reiborslii's  .Auscultation,  Plumhe  on  the  Skin,  Cooper's  Surgery,  Latham's  Clinical  Medicine, 
Deivson's  Study  of  Medicine,  Fletcher's  Physiology,  Newnham's  Disorders  of  Literary  Men,  Cow- 
an's Manual,  Bright  and  Addison's  Physic,  iMacroliii's  Introduction,  Hodgkin's  Lectures,  Travers 
on  Constitutional  Irritation,  &.c.     Price  .§10  per  annum. 

"  For  the  credit  of  our  common  country,  for  the  great  and  manifest  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the 
laborious  research  and  industry  of  Dr.  Dunglison,  we  hope  the  Library  and  Intelligencer  wil!  live  and 
go  down   to  future  times.  —  Boston  .Med.  anil  Hiirir.  .Juur. 

The  .Medical  Profession  are  invited  to  e-vamine  the  work  at  our  Rooms,  121  Washington  street. 
May   24— 3t  WEEKS,  JORDAN,  &  CO. 

THEODORE  METCALF— APOTHECARY, 

NO.  33  Tremont  street,  ten  doors  north  of  the  Tremont  House,  devotes  his  chief  attention  to  com- 
pounding prescriptions ;  and  assures  physicians  that,  in  his  establishment,  no  persons  will  he  en- 
trusted vvith  this  datij,  except  those  of  skill  and  experience,  and  no  articles  used  hut  those  of  the 
best  quality. 

T.  M.  keeps  no  quack  me.dicinrs,  but  chooses  to  rely  for  support  upon  regular  practitioners  and  their 
patients.     He  is  permitted  to  refer  to  Drs.  Jackson  and  Reynolds. 
May  24.  3m 


Till:;  U  ).srON  .MBDIC.AL  .\.\l)  .SUIiClC.XL  JOUU.N'.XL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
1).  CIj.VPP,  jr.  at  1S4  VVasliinglon  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  lo  whom  all  rummunicalions 
must  be  alilressed,)f)H<t-7>fli'/.  D  is  also  published  in  .Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  conlaiiiinf  llie  weekly 
Mum'iers  of  the  preceding  moul  li,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  (".  S.VIjTII,  M.D.  Editor. —  I'ri.-e  «3,00  a 
year  in  advance.  1^3.50  after  three  iiiontlis,  and  ft4.00  if  not  paid  vvllhin  the  year.— Aiicnts  allowed 
every  seventh  cu|iy  gratis. — Oiders  from  a  distance  must  bo  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
satisfactory  reference. — Postage  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 


THE 

BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 
JOURNAL. 


VOL.  XVI.]  Wednesday,  June   14,  1837.  [NO.  19. 


CASE   OF   SOMNAMBULISM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — If  you  think  the  annexed  history  of  a  case  of  somnambulism  is 
worth  pubhcation  in  your  Journal,  it  is  at  your  disposal.  It  took  place 
in  the  years  1834-5,  at  Gloucester,  in  this  State,  and  was  witnessed  by 
numbers  of  intelligent  men,  who  can  substantiate  every  material  fact  here 
stated.  Among  others  might  be  mentioned  the  names  of  Dr.  Joseph  Rey- 
nolds, of  Gloucester,  a  e^enlleman  well  known  to  the  medical  profession 
throughout  Essex  County,  and  Jabez  R.  Gott,  Esq.,  who  is  also  ex- 
tensively known  as  Agent  for  the  American  Isinglass  Company,  and 
who  was  present  at  the  bedside  of  the  patient,  and  took  notes  of  his 
conversation  in  more  than  one  instance.  During  the  first,  and  most  in- 
teresting period  of  the  disease,  the  young  man  was  under  the  care  of 
Dr.  Reynolds,  with  whom  1  was  a  student  at  the  time,  and  who  recent- 
ly stated  the  outlines  of  the  case  before  the  Essex  District  Medical 
Society.  For  a  short  peiiod  during  its  decline,  he  was  an  inmate  of 
the  Mass.  General  Hospital,  where,  if  I  have  been  rightly  informed,  his 
case  now    stands  on  the  register  as  a  modification  of  epilepsy. 

South  Boston,  June,  1837.  Benjamin  Haskell,  M.D. 

The  subject  of  the  following  statement,  Mr.  Wni.  Blatchford,  Jr.,  is  a 
native  of  Gloucester,  where  he  now  resides.  He  is  about  20  years  of 
age,  and  is  in  the  full  possession  of  his  mental  faculties.  His  bodily 
health  had  been  good,  from  a  child  up  to  the  period  of  his  attack.  The 
season  previous  he  was  employed  on  board  a  freighting  vessel  which 
runs  between  this  port  and  New  York,  and  had  been  at  home  but 
about  three  weeks  when  the  first  symptoms  manifested  themselves.  On 
the  evening  of  January  2d,  1834,  he  complained  of  a  severe  pain  in 
the  head,  and  retired  to  rest  rather  sooner  than  usual.  The  next  even- 
ing he  complained  of  a  similar  pain,  but  more  severe.  This  took  place 
half  an  hour  earlier  than  on  the  preceding  evening,  and  was  attended 
with  confusion  of  ideas,  and  various  marks  of  mental  disturbance.  On 
the  third  evening,  still  earlier,  began  what  seemed  to  be  a  regular  parox- 
ysm of  intermittent  fever,  passing  successively  through  the  cold,  the  hot, 
and  the  sweating  stages.  The  disease  continued  in  this  form  about 
three  weeks.  His  physician.  Dr.  R.,  judging  from  present  appearances, 
and  from  the  possibility  of  his  exposure  to  malaria  while  at  New  York, 
inferred  that  it  must  be  nothing  more  nor  less  than  intermittent  fever; 
19 
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and,  in  consequence,  the  usual  treatment  for  that  disease  was  adopted, 
but  with  indifferent  success.  The  paroxysms  continued  anticipating 
their  periodical  times,  until  they  began  to  come  on  at  one  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  when  the  disease  suddenly  changed  its  type.  The  patient 
was  attacked,  at  uncertain  periods  in  the  day,  with  a  series  of  fits,  which 
varied  much  in  number  and  duration,  as  well  as  in  character.  Some  of 
them  resembled  epilepsy,  others  ecstacy  or  trance,  during  which  he 
would  lie  from  half  an  hour  to  an  hour  without  sense  or  motion.  In 
others,  one  set  of  muscles  alone  would  seem  to  be  affected.  Wjien 
this  was  the  case  with  the  respiratory,  it  was  distressing  to  witness  the 
convulsive  paroxysms  that  followed,  and  which  seemed  to  arise  from  a 
want  of  consent  between  the  action  of  the  muscles  that  serve  to  dilate 
the  chest,  and  those  which  regulate  the  admission  of  air  into  the  lungs. 
Strong  efforts  were  made  by  the  diaphragm  and  thoracic  muscles  to  ef- 
fect inspiration,  while  the  glottis  remained  closed.  During  these  efforts 
the  patient  was  completely  insensible.  The  convulsive  catchings  and 
throttlings,  alternating  with  complete  suspension  of  the  passage  of  air 
through  the  trachea,  so  long  as  in  many  instances  to  lead  those  around 
to  believe  him  dead,  were  succeeded  by  a  continued,  deep,  agonizing 
groan,  which  lasted  during  the  whole  of  expiration,  and  constituted  it. 

Sometimes  he  would  display  great  agility  and  command  over  the  sys- 
tem of  voluntary  muscles,  performing  the  feats  of  a  rope-dancer  with 
singular  dexterity  and  address,  placing  himself  in  a  variety  of  grotesque 
attitudes,  leaping  on  the  necks  of  persons  at  a  distance,  on  the  mantel- 
piece, and  walking  its  length,  and  balancing  himself  with  one  foot  on  the 
back  of  a  chair. 

That  variety  of  somnambulism,  from  which  it  takes  its  name,  was 
noticed  in  connection  with  these  paroxysms  a  number  of  times.  But  its 
duration  was  usually  so  short  that  it  attracted  but  little  attention,  com- 
pared with  other  symptoms.  He  was  occasionally  observed  to  go 
through  a  variety  of  movements  about  the  house,  while  apparently 
asleef),  such  as  blowing  the  fire  with  the  bellows,  sweeping  the  hearth, 
and  arranging  the  chairs  in  order. 

When  these  paroxysms  were  frequent  and  severe,  he  would  appear 
somewhat  irritable,  morose  and  dull  of  apprehension  in  the  rntervals. 
His  memory  was  affected  by  them.  Often,  when  food  or  medicine  was 
offered,  and  urged  upon  him,  he  would  object  to  taking  it  with  warmth, 
and  in  a  few  hours  affirm  that  nothing  of  the  kind  had  been  presented 
to  him. 

On  the  subsidence  of  the  above  paroxysms,  particularly  those  of  the 
convulsive  kind,  it  was  ascertained  that  he  possessed  great  acuteness  of 
several  of  the  senses.  This  became  apjiarent  in  regard  to  the  senses  of 
touch  and  hearing,  from  the  fact  that  slight  impressions  on  the  skin  were 
painful,  and  faint  sounds  unpleasantly  loud. 

But  it  was  in  the  organ  of  vision  that  this  effect  was  most  strikingly 
manifested,  and  gave  rise  to  numerous  conjectures  and  hypotheses  in  the 
imaginations  of  the  learned  and  unlearned  to  account  for  it  ;  the  former 
speculating  until  they  entered  the  mysticisms  of  animal  magnetism,  the 
latter  stopping  short  at  the  gate  of  her  homespun  sister,  witchcraft.     It 
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was  not  until  the  middle  of  February  that  the  discovery  was  made  of 
the  great  sensihility  of  the  eye  to  light,  though  in  all  probability  it  exist- 
ed a  month  before.  It  happened  accidentally.  The  light  having  been 
removed  from  the  room,  just  as  he  was  coming  out  of  one  of  these  parox- 
ysms, his  mother,  who  remained  with  him,  in  crossing  the  floor  came  in 
contact  with  a  chair.  On  his  inquiring  why  she  did  so,  she  replied,  "  be- 
cause it  is  so  dark  that  1  cannot  see."  He  seemed  surprised,  and  in  re- 
joining, observed  that  he  could  see  to  read  the  lettering  on  the  back  of 
the  bible  which  was  then  lying  on  a  table  at  the  opposite  side  of  the 
room.  His  father  then  came  in  with  the  light.  He  coniplained  that  it 
dazzled  his  eyes.  A  handkerchief,  folded  a  number  of  times,  was 
then  applied  over  his  eyes,  and  a  copy  of  VVatts's  psalms  and  hymns 
was  presented  to  him,  out  of  which  he  read  several  stanzas.  This  ex- 
periment was  often  repeated  during  his  illness;  it  was  witnessed  by  my- 
self, as  well  as  by  a  nuniber  who  were  incredulous  at  first,  but  who 
were  soon  convinced,  when  they  saw  the  [)atient,  that  deception  was 
impossible.  Other  phenomena  occurred,  exhibiting  acuteness  of  vision 
to  a  remarkable  de2;ree.  The  house  in  which  he  lived  overlooked  a 
large  bay,  the  entrance  into  the  harbor.  Frequently  during  the  day,  as 
soon  as  he  had  come  to  himself  after  a  fit,  he  would  look  out  of  the 
window  and  distinguish  vessels  coming  into  the  harbor,  and  what  they 
carried  on  deck,  describing  minute  particulars,  when  the  hull  was 
scarcely  discernible  in  the  distance  to  the  bystanders.  On  one  occasion, 
I  was  present  to  witness  him  in  one  of  those  paroxysms  of  the  respira- 
tory system,  which  have  been  spoken  of  as  peculiarly  violent  and  dis- 
tressing. It  was  between  twilight  and  dark,  and  there  was  no  light  in 
the  room  (the  patient's  state  at  such  times  not  allowing  one),  when 
two  persons  came  in,  whom  I  did  not  recognize,  from  the  place 
where  I  sat.  Inunediately  on  the  subsidence  of  the  paroxysm,  two 
closely  folded  silk  handkerchiefs  were  placed  over  his  eyes  by  the  hand 
of  his  father,  and  held  in  such  a  manner  that  he  seemed  to  look  through 
the  hand  as  well  as  the  handkerchiefs.  He  was  then  requested  to  name 
the  individuals  in  the  room,  to  the  number  of  ten  or  twelve,  his  father 
pointing  at  each  successively.  The  young  man  did  so,  calling  by  name 
those  who  entered  while  he  was  insensible,  as  well  as  the  others.  At 
another  time  he  read  fine  print  through  ten  thicknesses  of  diaper,  held 
by  a  lady  who  was  unwilling  to  believe  the  evidence  of  her  senses. 
Letters  at  this  time,  as  he  expressed  to  Mr.  Gott,  appeared  to  him  as 
large  as  the  ends  of  one's  fingers,  and  men  were  magnified  into  giants. 

This  exaltation  of  vision  continued  after  it  was  discovered,  more  than 
a  month,  and  disappeared  as  the  fits  assumed  more  and  more  of  an  epi- 
leptic character.  It  invariably  came  on  at  the  close  of  one  of  those 
irregular  convulsive  paroxysms,  and  usually  lasted  but  a  few  niinutes. 
Whether  it  depended  on  an  increased  sensibility  of  the  retina,  or  an  in- 
creased activity  of  the  power  of  perception  within  the  brain,  or  on  a 
principle  of  sympathy,  by  which  the  sensorial  organs  and  the  other 
nerves,  respectively,  assume  a  certain  state,  in  consequence  of  an  im- 
pression being  made  on  one  of  them,  alone,  which  had  formerly  affected 
both  simultaneously  and  thrown  them   into  the  same  state,  or,  finally,  as 
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the  majority  of  animal  magnetizers  assert,  in  the  elevation  of  the  gangli- 
onic nerves  to  tlie  office  of  the  sensorial,  are  questions  belonging  to  the 
metaphysics  of  physiology. 

Sleep-talking  inaiiifested  itself  as  soon  as  the  above-mentioned  afFect- 
tion  of  the  sense  of  vision.  It  continued,  however,  some  time  after  the 
latter  ceased.  About  the  period  of  its  commencement  it  was  usual  for 
him  to  have  from  three  to  five  convulsive  fits  between  4  and  6,  P.  M., 
after  which  he  would  express  a  desire  to  retire  to  rest.  When  the  bed 
was  prepared  for  him  in  an  adjacent  room,  he  arose  from  his  chair,  went 
in,  and  undressed  himself.  He  would  then  leap  from  the  floor  on  to 
the  bed,  and  the  instant  his  foot  touched  it,  he  would  fall  on  his  back, 
as  senseless  and  motionless  as  a  corpse.  From  that  moment,  until  he 
awoke  the  next  morning,  of  his  own  accord,  notliini^  would  rouse  him. 
Every  method  that  was  tried  to  elicit  signs  of  sensation,  as  pricking  with 
a  needle,  pinching  biles,  of  which  he  had  several,  and  irritating  blistered 
surfaces,  proved  unavailing.  He  commonly  reclined  on  his  back,  his 
eyes  half  closed,  the  cornea  hid  beneath  the  upper  lid,  respiration 
scarcely  perceptible,  pulse  slow  and  feeble.  After  remaining  in  this 
state  an  uncertain  period,  varying  from  a  few  minutes  to  half  an  hour, 
he  would  begin  to  give  signs  of  uneasiness,  by  sighing,  turning  from  side 
to  side,  opening  his  eyes  and  rolling  them  from  without  inwards,  and 
from  withm  outwards,  though  with  so  much  velocity  that  the  state  of 
the  pupils  could  not  be  ascertained.  These  movements  were  followed 
by  a  sliiiht  convulsive  motion  of  the  jaws,  with  grinding  of  the  teeth. 
The  whole  never  occupied  more  than  five  minutes,  was  universally  the 
prelude  to  talking,  and  was  again  renewed  in  the  intermissions  of  his 
discourse  ;  the  plienomena  occurring  in  the  exact  order  in  which  they 
have  been  mentioned,  constituting,  as  it  were,  a  title-page  to  the  book 
of  his  story.  As  soon  as  they  ceased,  he  commenced.  His  subject 
was  generally,  and  always  at  the  first,  connected  with  the  seas.  He  im- 
agined himself  to  be  the  captain,  and  owner  in  part  or  in  whole,  of  a 
merchant  vessel,  which  he  would  take  charge  of  while  lying  at  the 
wharf  unladen,  and  would  commence  with  purchasing  a  cargo,  or  en- 
gaging a  freight.  Then  followed  the  process  of  loading,  during  which 
he  would  describe  the  articles  as  they  were  hauled  down  to  the  landing 
place,  and  give  minute  directions  in  relation  to  the  order  in  which  they 
were  to  be  taken  on  board,  and  in  what  part  of  the  ship  they  were  to  be 
placed.  He  then  got  the  ship  ready  for  sea,  cleared  at  the  custom 
house,  removed  her  from  the  wharf,  and  anchored  her  off  in  the  stream. 
Next  came  the  arduous  task  of  hunting  up  the  crew  among  the  grog- 
shops and  boarding-houses,  getting  them  on  board,  and  keeping  them 
there,  until  he  gave  orders  to  weigh  anchor  and  set  sail.  He  gave  his 
directions  with  precision  and  coolness,  weighing  the  anchor,  and  setting 
one  sail  after  another  in  the  best  and  most  expeditious  manner ;  trim- 
ming his  sails  with  reference  to  the  direction  of  the  wind  and  his  own 
course,  making  frequent  observations  on  the  weather,  or  the  vessels, 
islands,  points,  ledges,  and  shoals,  he  was  liable  to  fall  in  with,  going  out 
of  the  harbor,  evincing  a  degree  of  nautical  skill  and  an  acquaintance 
with  maritime  affairs  altogether  foreign   from   him   when  awake.     His 
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voyages  exhibited  the  incidents  usual  to  a  seafaring  life.  His  pilot  was 
regularly  discharged  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbor,  and  as  regularly  came 
on  board  at  the  return  of  the  ship.  He  caused  the  anchor  to  be  unbent 
and  secured,  and  the  cable  to  be  stowed  away,  shaped  his  course,  took 
his  departure,  and  kept  a  reckoning  of  the  ship's  way,  throwing  the 
log  periodically,  and  taking  the  altitude  of  the  sun  to  ascertain  the 
latitude. 

When  the  weather  was  calm,  he  would  frequently  amuse  himself 
with  recounting  the  adventures  of  his  former  voyages.  In  these  narra- 
tions he  adhered  strictly  to  truth  ;  giving  generally  an  account  of  the 
voyage  immediately  preceding  the  one  in  which  he  was  then  engaged, 
every  circumstance  of  which  he  would  remember  with  accuracy  and 
detail  with  fidelity,  though  an  interval  had  passed  of  twenty-four  hours, 
and  in  the  mean  time,  when  awake  and  sensible,  on  being  questioned, 
he  was  found  to  know  nothing  of  it.  To  give  an  instance.  Having 
cast  away  a  ship  on  a  small  island  near  Cape  Ann,  the  night  following 
he  gave  the  particulars  just  as  they  happened,  describins;  the  manner  in 
which  the  ship  struck  the  rocks,  who  was  on  deck  with  him,  the  num- 
ber that  escaped,  how  they  succeeded  in  reaching  the  shore,  and  how 
they  managed,  by  turning  over  the  long  boat,  to  shelter  themselves  from 
the  weather. 

When  a  storm  was  approaching,  he  made  every  disposition  that  a 
skilful  commander  could  do  to  meet  it,  furling  the  small  sails  one  by 
one,  and  reefing  the  large  ones  as  the  gale  increased,  sending  down  the 
topmast  spars,  and  exhibiting,  in  his  remarks  on  the  violence  and  proba- 
ble duration  of  the  gale,  the  alternations  of  hope  and  fear,  natural  to 
one  who  felt  that  property  and  life  were  at  stake. 

Throughout  the  whole,  whether  at  sea  or  on  shore,  in  fair  weather  or 
foul,  no  mistake  in  point  of  fact,  no  error  in  judgment,  no  inconsistency 
in  conduct,  could  be  detected  by  those  who  watched  his  conversation 
narrowly,  and  who  were  capable  from  experience  and  education  to  see 
them  if  they  occurred.  All  were  struck  with  the  extent  and  accuracy 
of  his  knowledge,  not  only  in  relation  to  the  management  of  a  ship,  but 
of  geography,  navigation,  and  the  manners  and  customs  of  different  na- 
tions, of  which  he  knew  comparatively  nothing  when  awake.  No  less 
surprising  was  his  acuteness  of  memory  and  judgment,  and  fertility  in 
expedients. 

To  illustrate  the  state  of  his  mental  faculties,  as  well  as  of  his  moral 
feelings,  at  these  times,  a  few  facts  and  anecdotes  will  be  related  before 
proceeding  farther. 

His  cargoes  were  always  adapted  to  the  port  to  which  he  sailed,  and 
his  return  cargoes  consisted  of  such  articles  as  are  usually  brought  from 
such  ports.  He  always  knew  what  articles  were  on  board,  the  order  in 
which  they  were  taken  in,  and  directed  them  to  be  hoisted  out  in  the 
opposite  manner.  Thus  it  was  frequently  noticed  that  goods  which  came  on 
board  first,  when  at  one  of  the  American  ports,  in  India  would  be  hoisted 
out  last,  and  vice  versa.  Once,  on  examining  the  manifest  just  after  leav- 
ing port,  he  told  the  mate  that  there  was  one  article  in  the  vessel  that  he 
had  not  registered.     And  although  the  captain  did  all  the  talking,  the 
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bystanders  inferred,  from  the  tenor  of  the  conversation,  that  the  mate 
denied  that  tlie  article  was  on  board.  The  matter  was  suffered  to  rest 
until  the  arrival  of  the  ship  in  port,  and  discharge  of  her  cargo,  when 
the  identical  article  in  dispute  made  its  appearance;  the  captain,  address- 
ing himself  to  the  mate,  says,  "  did  not  1  tell  you  that  was  on  board  ? 
now  where  is  your  manifest  ?"  Whatever  damage  was  sustained,  no 
matter  how  trifling,  he  was  sure  to  tliink  of  it  and  have  it  repaired  at  the 
next  port.  He  had  many  fierce  encounters  with  pirates,  but  always 
came  off  victorious.  So  cool,  precise,  and  minute,  was  he  in  his  direc- 
tions and  manoeuvres,  and  so  closely  did  he  scan  the  appearance  and 
mancEuvres  of  the  hostile  ship,  that  the  whole  scene  was  presented  to 
our  view  as  vividly  as  the  sea  fights  depicted  in  the  pages  of  the  Pilot 
and  Red  Rover. 

There  was  one  exception  to  the  remark  made  above,  that  his  voyages 
were  all  adapted  to  the  port  to  which  he  sailed,  which,  as  it  concerns 
the  character  of  the  capital  of  Essex  County,  I  am  induced  to  mention. 
The  trip  was  out  of  his  usual  line,  and  he  seemed  to  undertake  it  be- 
cause he  could  not  find  a  vessel  suitable  for  him  to  purchase.  He 
bought  an  old  schooner,  and  came  to  Salem  with  a  cargo  of  wooden 
squashes  and  pumpkins,  where  he  succeeded  in  disposing  of  the  whole 
to  good  advantage.  But  the  truth  being  discovered  before  he  set 
sail,  he  was  obliged  to  abscond  by  land,  leaving  the  Old  Hulk  in  posses- 
sion of  the  inhabitants  to  Indemnify  them  for  the  imposition.  When  he 
had  thus  taken  French  leave,  he  congratulated  himself  as  much  for  be- 
ing rid  of  the  vessel  as  the  pumpkins. 

In  one  of  his  voyages  to  China,  he  manifested  the  same  propensity 
to  appropriate  to  himself  the  funds  of  others,  at  the  expense  of  one  of 
the  Insurance  companies  of  Boston,  While  at  Canton  he  purchased  a 
quantity  of  tea,  and  managed  to  get  it  Insured  at  Boston  as  his  own  car- 
go. He  took,  however,  but  a  small  part  of  it  on  board  his  own  ship, 
despatching  the  rest  by  another.  As  soon  as  he  left  port,  he  held  a 
consultation  with  his  mate  relative  to  the  best  coast  on  which  to  run  the 
ship  ashore.  Nantucket  was  the  place  designated.  And  in  due  time 
the  ship  went  ashore  at  Nantucket.  "  Now,  mate,"  says  he,  "  what  shall 
I  tell  the  underwriters  ?  I'll  tell  you  what  I'll  tell  them  ;  I  will  say  to 
them  that  the  mate  was  a  fool,  and  the  men  would  not  obey  me."  In 
this  way  he  succeeded  in  obtaining  insurance  not  only  on  his  own  ship 
and  cargo,  but  also  on  the  tea  which  arrived  safe  in  another  vessel. 

Another  Incident,  illustrating  his  fertility  in  expedients,  together  with  an 
unexpected  acquaintance  with  facts,  took  place  when  at  Sumatra,  procur- 
ing a  cargo  of  pepper.  Being  obliged  to  be  on  shore  during  the  greater  part 
of  the  day,  purchasing  the  pepper  as  it  was  brought  in  small  quantities, 
he  directed  his  dinner  to  be  sent  to  him.  The  Malays,  to  whom  it  was 
entrusted,  abstracted  more  or  less  of  it,  leaving  him,  in  general,  but  a 
short  allowance.  When  he  found  it  out,  he  advised  his  cook,  when  he 
next  sent  it  on  shore  by  them,  to  tell  them  it  was  "  Hog."  This  pre- 
caution had  the  desired  effect ;  the  IMalays,  truer  to  their  religious  creed 
than  to  the  principles  of  common  honesty,  obeyed  the  injunction  of  the 
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prophet,  "  Good  Musselmen,  abstain   from   pork,"  and  brought   him  his 
dinner  untouched. 

He  was  often  questioned  during  the  day  respecting  facts,  a  knowledge 
of  whicli  lie  exhibited  the  night  before,  but  was  found  to  be  totally  igno- 
rant of  them.  In  a  voyage  to  Liverpool  he  was  embarrassed  by  a  bar 
or  bank  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  iMersey  ;  hut  on  being  asked  the 
question  next  day,  knew  not  that  such  an  obstruction  to  the  navigation 
existed. 

If  a  shade  rests  on  the  moral  character  of  his  somnambulism,  in  re- 
gard to  confounding  the  distinctions  between  meuin  and  tuum,  it  should 
be  mentioned,  by  way  of  palliation,  that  he  was  a  thorough  temperance 
man,  and  never  allowed  a  drop  of  ardent  spirits  on  board  his  ship.  He 
was  also  very  careful  of  his  crew,  not  exposing  them  to  danger  unneces- 
sarily, and  frequently  cautioning  them,  when  aloft,  to  hold  on,  and  not 
to  venture  too  far. 

His  conduct  was  consistent  in  itself  and  true  to  the  character  which 
he  imagined  himself  to  be  acting.  He  never  purchased  a  vessel,  or 
sailed  in  one,  without  disposing  of  her  previous  to  taking  charge  of  an- 
other. Sometimes  he  would  cast  her  away,  to  defraud  the  underwrit- 
ers, sometimes  he  would  be  shipwrecked  accidentally  ;  but  if  he  escap- 
ed the  dangers  of  the  sea,  he  sold  the  vessel  after  performing  a  greater 
or  less  number  of  voyages  in  her,  and  then  purchased  another.  The 
shorter  voyages  were  generally  performed  in  one  night,  the  longer  com- 
monly occupied  two.  He  seldom  broke  off  conversation  for  the  night 
abruptly.  It  seemed  to  terminate  at  that  point,  arrived  at  which,  one 
would  naturally  suppose  he  would  stop.  On  shore  it  was  not  until  he 
had  sold  and  discharged  his  cargo,  and  might  be  supposed  to  have  leis- 
ure to  rest.  At  sea,  it  was  comuion  for  him  to  lay  the  ship  to,  in  a  gale 
of  wind,  under  a  close-reefed  maintopsail,  and  say  to  those  on  deck, 
*'  now  1  believe  I  will  go  below  and  turn  in,"  after  which  he  was  heard 
no  more  for  the  night.  When  he  commenced  talking  on  the  next  even- 
ing, he  was  sure  to  find  the  ship,  whether  at  sea  or  in  port,  in  the  ex- 
act condition  in  which  he  left  her.  If,  for  instance,  he  left  her  lying  to, 
he  would  find  her  still  in  the  same  situation,  under  the  same  sail,  and  in 
the  same  latitude  and  longitude.  If  the  gale  had  abated,  he  would  or- 
der the  reefs  to  be  shaken  out,  and  other  sails  to  be  set,  in  order  to  re- 
sume the  voyage. 

There  were  frequent  intermissions  in  his  discourse,  during  which  the 
same  slight  convulsive  agitation  was  noticed  that  preceded  conversa- 
tion. When  he  recommenced,  he  seemed  to  have  passed  over  a  great 
extent  of  surface,  a  circumstance  which  will  account,  probably,  for  his 
accomplishing  so  much  in  so  short  a  space  of  time.  Perhaps  at  the 
commencement  of  one  of  these  intervals,  the  ship  was  midway  in  the 
Atlantic  ocean,  making  her  way  towards  the  American  coast  ;  at  the 
close  of  it,  she  would  be  approaching  soundings. 

The  state  of  his  bodily  feelings,  insensible  as  he  was  to  external  impres- 
sions, appeared  to  influence  the  train  of  ideas  passing  through  his  mind. 
Towards  the  close  of  his  somnambulism,  his  voyages  grew  shorter  and 
were  attended  with  more  incidents  of  a   painful  nature.     Hair-breadth 
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escapes,  shipwrecks,  accidents  of  various  kinds,  fierce  encounters  with 
pirates,  were  frequent  occurrences.  In  several  successive  voyages  iiis 
black  cook  turned  white  through  terror.  In  one,  in  which  he  was  ship- 
wrecked, he  alone  effected  his  escape  by  swimming  five  or  six  miles. 
After  several  voyages  to  the  East  and  West  Indies,  to  South  America, 
to  the  Mediterranean,  to  Liverpool,  and  France,  sailing  more  in  two 
months  than  most  of  our  sea  captains  do  in  a  long  life,  he  closed  his 
brief  but  eventful  career  with  a  short  trip  to  Bermuda.  On  his  home- 
ward passage,  off  Cape  Cod,  his  vessel  was  strained  to  such  an  extent 
that  with  difficulty  he  succeeded  in  reaching  the  port  of  Boston.  Hav- 
ing discharged  his  cargo  there,  and  not  being  able  to  get  her  repaired  on 
the  marine  railway  as  cheap  as  he  wished,  he  concluded  to  take  her  to 
Salem  for  that  purpose.  Unfortunately  she  was  stranded  on  the  Pig 
rocks,  so  called,  at  the  entrance  of  that  harbor.  Himself  and  crew  took 
to  the  boats,  and  lie  came  home  to  Gloucester,  affirming  that  he  was 
sick  of  the  sea,  and  would  never  wet  his  jacket  with  salt  water  again. 
From  that  time  he  has  not  been  known  to  talk  in  his  sleep.  The  other 
symptoms  continued  without  essential  variation  until  Feb.  ^d,  1835. 

Sleep-talking  took  place  always  in  the  evening,  beginning  between  7 
and  8,  and  ending  at  about  11  o'clock.  During  the  remainder  of  the 
night,  his  sleep  was  profound,  and  undisturbed,  except  by  two  or  three 
epileptic  paroxysms,  which  he  was  wont  to  have  towards  morning.  His 
manner  of  waking  was  as  peculiar  as  his  going  to  sleep.  Many  tjforts 
were  made  by  his  friends,  by  secreting  themselves  in  his  room,  at  his 
usual  time  of  looking,  which  icas  about  the  hour  of  breakfast,  to  ob- 
serve his  movements  when  he  awoke.  But  they  were  unsuccessful.  He 
seemed,  as  it  were,  conscious  of  their  presence,  and  remained  tranquil 
until  they  left  the  room.  Scarcely  had.  they  passed  through  the  door, 
when  he  jvould  be  heard  rolling  from  the  bed  on  the  floor*.  He  would 
then  rise  and  dress,  go  down,  and  seat  himself  at  the  breakfast  table  as 
though  nothing  had  happened.  He  was  totally  ignorant  of  what  had 
taken  place  in  the  night,  and  at  first  could  scarcely  be  made  to  believe 
it.  Through  the  day,  he  appeared  rather  dull  and  dejected,  complained 
at  times  of  pain  in  the  head,  was  emaciated,  and  presented  the  appear- 
ance of  one  laboring  under  chronic  disease.  There  was  great  irritability 
of  the  stomach,  and  vomiting  when  he  ate  a  full  meal.  Occasional 
haemorrhages  took  place  from  the  mouth  or  stomach,  were  tnore  frequent 
towards  the  close  of  the  disease,  and  seemed  to  alleviate  it.  There  was 
also  a  discharge  of  matter,  highly  offensive,  from  his  mouth,  the  origin 
of  which  was  not  ascertained.  This  occurred  at  an  early  period.  At 
the  same  time  the  urinary  secretion  was  very  defective. 

Hitherto,  the  facts,  as  above  stated,  are  analogous  to  those  which  have 
been  published  in  other  cases  of  somnambulism,  and  will  not  need  any 
other  confirmation.     Hypotheses  are  also  afloat,  enough  to  explain  them 

*  Were  it  possible  to  ascertiiin  beyond  a  doubt  that  the  presence  of  persons  in  the  room  was  the 
cause  of  his  coiitliiiied  somnolence,  at  such  times,  no  other  fact  would  be  needed  to  prove  the  es- 
sential principle  of  magneli/.ation,  viz.  that  an  influence  is  radialed  from  one  person  to  another  in 
some  mysterious  manner,  having  a  tendency  to  develope  llie  phenomena  of  somnambulism.  But  I 
do  not  consider  the  evidence,  though  stronc,  snnicienlly  conclusive  to  warrani  such  an  inference,  and 
am  unable  to  give  data  to  enable  others  to  estimate  with  accuracy  its  probability. 
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satisfactorily,  without  any  speculations  of  mine.  My  object  is,  to  pre- 
sent the  phenomena  as  they  occurred,  which  will  be  found,  if  1  mistake 
not,  as  interesting,  in  number  and  variety,  as  any  yet  offered  to  the  con- 
tem[ilation  of  the  mental  or  medical  i)hilosopher. 

VVithout  stopping  to  inquire  how  far  the  disease  had  its  origin  in  those 
causes  which  give  rise  to  intermittent  fever,  the  tendency  to  periodicity 
in  all  affections  of  the  nervous  system  is  too  well  known  to  need  their 
agency  in  explaining  the  phenomena.  The  convulsive  paroxysms,  though 
in  some  instances  anomalous  and  peculiar,  need  not  detain  us.  The  re- 
maining facts  can  be  accounted  for  on  the  supposition  of  increased  senso- 
rial power,  or  nervous  energy,  which  was  exhibited  in  the  muscular  sys- 
tem by  the  great  command  he  had  at  times  over  the  volimtary  muscles ; 
in  the  organs  of  the  senses,  by  the  increased  sensibility  to  touch,  sound, 
and,  most  conspicuously,  to  light,  proved  alike  by  his  being  dazzled  by 
faintly  illuminated  objects,  and  seeing  best  through  nearly  opaque  media  ; 
and,  lastly,  in  his  intellectual  faculties,  all  of  which  seemed  so  active  as 
to  recal  and  render  available  to  his  present  purpose,  any  idea,  percep- 
tion, or  impression,  that  had  at  any  former  period  been  felt  by  his  brain, 
bearing  a  relation  to  the  train  of  ideas  passing  through  his  mind  at  the 
time,  while  his  judgment,  wit  and  capacity,  were  equally  striking. 

Lest  it  might  appear  incomprehensible  to  some  how  he  could  manifest 
so  much  acquaintance  with  maritime  affairs,  when  he  had  scarcely  been 
on  board  a  ship,  even  in  port,  it  should  be  mentioned  that  he  had  been 
in  a  coasting  vessel,  had  listened  to  the  narrations  of  seamen  who  had 
been  on  foreign  voyages,  and  had  in  consequence  heard  much,  which  he 
could  not  recollect  when  awake,  but  which  readily  recurred  to  him  when 
it  bore  relation  to  the  train  of  ideas  occupying  his  mind  in  the  state  oi 
somnambulism.  Indeed,  several  instances  of  this  kind  were  traced. 
Among  otheis  might  be  mentioned  his  knowledge  of  the  bar,  below  the 
harbor  of  Liverpool,  as  probably  derived  from  hearing  his  father,  who 
had  been  to  Liverpool  when  young,  speak  of  it.  About  the  commence- 
ment of  this  affection  he  had  frequent  pugilistic  encounters  with  a  large 
Spanish  negro,  whotii  he  described  so  exactly,  that  the  captain  of  the 
vessel,  on  board  of  which  he  had  been  the  season  previous,  recognized 
him  as  one  of  the  crew  of  a  brig,  near  which  he  lay  at  New  York,  and 
whom  he  had  seen  engaged  at  fisticuffs  with  an  Irishman. 

There  is  yet  another  fact,  which  was  omitted  to  be  stated  in  its  pro- 
per connection,  from  an  apprehension  that  it  might  have  a  tendency  to 
throw  discredit  on  the  rest.  I  am  induced  to  annex  it  here,  from  the 
consideration  of  the  bearing  it  has  on  a  science  which  has  made  no 
small  stir  in  Europe,  and  a  branch  of  which  has  lately  emigrated  to  this 
country.  Besides,  no  person  has,  in  strict  justice  to  the  interests  of 
science,  a  right,  when  he  professes  to  give  a  history  of  a  case  of  disease, 
to  state  those  facts  only  which  appear  to  him  plausible,  passing  over 
others,  resting  on  the  same  authority,  especially  when  they  are  closely 
allied  to  facts  already  published  and  wailing  confirmation.  In  the  late 
work  of  Prichard  on  Insanity,  where  he  treats  of  animal  magnetism,  to- 
wards the  close,  a  number  of  cases  are  related,  in  which  similar  phe- 
nomena to  that  alluded  to  were  witnessed. 
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The  circiiinstance  took  place  in  the  afternoon,  in  the  presence  of  the 
young  man's  father  and  the  captain  of  tlie  vessel  on  board  of  which  he 
had  been  employed  the  season  previous.  He  had  been  lying  on  the 
floor,  on  his  back,  for  more  than  half  an  hour,  in  a  convulsive  fit.  On 
his  return  to  consciousness,  he  observed  that  two  vessels,  one  a  hermaph- 
rodite brig,  the  other  a  topsail  schooner,  were  passing  by  a  ledge  of  rocks 
in  the  vicinity,  but  so  situated  that  a  long  range  of  buildin2;s  intervened 
between  him  and  the  objects  designated.  The  persons  present  were  in- 
credulous at  first  ;  but  on  being  persuaded  to  look  out  of  the  window 
opposite  to  the  nearest  visible  point  to  the  ledge,  saw,  after  a  reasonable 
time  (occupied  in  passing  by  the  intervening  houses),  the-  two  vessels 
under  the  same  sail,  and  in  the  same  relative  position  to  each  other, 
which  he  had  described,  the  brig  being  to  windward. 

In  the  minds  of  most  persons,  the  easiest  way  of  accounting  for  such 
an  incident  would  be  to  disbelieve  it  alt02,ether,  and  perhaps  to  consider 
the  whole  storv  but  a  second  edition  of  that  of  the  Cape  Ann  sea  ser- 
pent. But  those  acquainted  with  the  facts  attending,  and  with  the  char- 
acter of  the  individuals  on  whose  authority  the  statement  is  made,  will 
seek  a  different  explanation.  A  careful  examination  of  the  room  which 
he  was  in,  as  well  as  the  position  in  which  he  was  lying  at  the  time,  has 
led  me  to  infer  that  the  images  of  the  vessels  were  reflected  from  a 
cloud  visible  to  him  through  an  opposite  window,  on  which  they  were 
portrayed  too  feebly  to  be  perceptible  to  ordinary  vision,  but  distinct  to 
an  eye  possessed  of  such  intense  sensibility  to  light  as  his  evidenced  at 
those  periods.  If  this  explanation  is  not  adopted,  we  may  suppose  eith- 
er that  a  long  row  of  buikJings  is  not  perfectly  opaque,  or  that  light  does 
not  travel  in  straight  lines,  or,  finally,  refer  it,  along  with  other  unfinisked 
business,  to  animal  magnetism. 
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BT    H.    TUCK,    M.D.,    BAR.NSTABLK,    MASS. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  -Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

On  Wednesday,  August  25th,  1836,  a  healthy  boy,  six  years  of  age, 
received  a  wound  in  his  abdomen  from  a  scythe  with  which  another  boy 
was  mowing.  The  point  of  the  instrument  entered  the  abdomen  upon 
the  left  side,  a  little  below,  and  three  inches  from,  the  umbilicus,  and 
passed  in  four  inches,  as  indicated  by  the  blood  upon  the  scythe,  making 
a  wound  two  inches  in  length,  through  which  a  greater  part  of  his  intes- 
tines passed.  The  accident  occurred  at  six,  P.  M.,  and  two  hours  after- 
wards I  found  him  lying  on  a  bed  covered  with  blood,  rolling  from  one 
side  to  the  other,  and  his  intestines  trailing  after  him.  The  countenance 
pallid  ;  vomiting  occasionally  ;  surface  cold  ;  pulse  frequent,  and  scarce- 
ly perceptible  at  the  wrist.  The  patient  being  laid  on  a  table,  and 
coagula  of  blood  being  removed  from  folds  of  the  intestines,  and  pressed 
out  of  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  through  the  wound,  an  attempt  was 
made  to  return  the  bowels  into  the  abdominal  cavity.  But  on  account 
of  the  large  volume  of  flatus  and  faeces  which  were  in  the  intestines, 
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they  could  not  be  replaced  without  dilating  the  wound,  which  was  done 
in  an  outward  direction  with  a  director  and  probe-pointed  bistoury.  The 
wound  now  being  about  two  and  a  half  inches  in  length,  the  bowels  were 
readily  returned.  The  patient  was  now  senseless:  no  pulse  at  the 
wrist  ;  body  cold,  and  covered  with  perspiration  ;  countenance  livid, 
and  the  respirations  slow — apparently  dying. 

Warm  water  and  spirit,  in  the  absence  of  all  other  stimulants,  was 
given  him  to  drink  freely.  Bottles  of  hot  water  were  applied  to  the 
trunk  and  extremities.  He  soon  revived,  and  the  pulse  and  warmth  of 
body  returned.  He  could  now  speak,  and  drank  a  little  gruel.  After 
waiting  an  hour,  the  edges  of  the  wound  were  brought  in  apposition  and 
kept  so  by  two  interrupted  sutures,  which  included  the  integuments  and 
muscles,  and  adhesive  straps.  Scraped  lint  and  several  compresses  were 
applied  over  the  straps,  and  a  wide  roller  passed  around  the  body,  which 
was  kept  in  its  place  by  two  straps  passed  over  the  shoulders  and  two 
others  between  the  legs.  After  the  wound  was  dressed  he  was  inclined 
to  go  to  sleep.  Being  troubled  occasionally  with  attempts  to  vomit,  he 
was  ordered  a  powder  containing  a  third  of  a  grain  of  opium  and  five 
grains  of  soda,  and  sinapisms  to  epigastrium,  to  be  repeated  and  continu- 
ed as  long  as  they  could  be  tolerated,  together  with  balm  tea  for  drink. 

Thursday,  26th.  Slept  quietly  most  of  night  ;  vomited  occasionally — 
now  reposing  and  lookins  conil'ortable  ;  little  or  no  febrile  action  ;  asks 
for  food.  He  was  ordered  an  enema  of  molasses  and  water  night  and 
morning,  flour  gruel  and  balm  tea. 

Friday,  27th.  Copious  dejections  after  enemata  of  yesterday  ;  rested 
well  through  day  and  night;  no  febrile  action  nor  pain  ;  calls  for  solid 
food  urgently.  Dressings  were  removed  from  the  wound  ;  the  edges 
united  by  adhesion  ;  stitches  allowed  to  remain  another  day. 

Saturday,  28th.  Looks  and  reports  quite  well  ;  calls  for  solid  food  irre- 
sistible ;  may  have  a  little  tea  and  cracker.  The  stitches  were  now  re- 
moved, and  the  edges  of  the  wound  found  completely  and  firmly  united, 
and  the  abdomen  natural  in  appearance.  Injections  of  senna  tea,  sul- 
phate magnesia  and  castor  oil  are  now  given  twice  a  day,  which  pro- 
duce sufficient  alvine  evacuations.  Adhesive  straps,  compresses  and 
bandage  are  still  continued. 

After  this  time  convalescence  continued  till  he  was  quite  well.  On 
the  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  days  after  the  occurrence  of  the  accident, 
he  was  sitting  up  and  walking  about  his  room,  and  on  the  eighth  day  he 
walked  abroad  in  the  open  air.  In  a  few  days  he  joined  in  the  sports 
of  the  other  children,  and  was  quite  well. 

About  eight  months  after  the  accident  the  patient  was  seen  again, 
when  a  little  tumefaction  was  noticed  under  the  cicatrix  of  the  wound, 
which  was  slightly  increased  by  coughing.  The  parietes  of  the  abdo- 
men seemed  to  be  thinner  and  rather  more  yielding  here  than  in  any 
other  place.  The  mother  reports  that  the  swelling  lessens  from  one 
month  to  another,  and  is  not  increased  so  much  as  formerly,  when  he 
coughs  or  cries.  Compresses  and  bandages  had  not  been  omitted.  They 
were  recommended  to  be  continued  a  year  or  more. 

May  27, 1837. 
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MEDICAL  BOTANY. 

[Cominiinicaled   for    Die    Boston     Jledical  and    Surgical  Journal. J 
NO.   VII. TRILLIU3I.       AMERICAN    HERB    PARIS. 

Sex.  Syst. — Class  he.Kandria  ;  order  trlgynia.  Generic  Characteristics, 
—  Calyx  three  leaved  ;  corolla  three  petalled;  stigmas  sessile  ',  pericarp 
a  berry,  three  celled,  many  seeded. 

Seven  species  of  the  Trillium  are  found  in  the  eastern  and  middle 
States. 

Specif.  Descrip. —  Trillium  Erectum.  Peduncle  nearly  erect,  three 
inches  long;  flower  nodding;  petals  ovate,  acuminate,  flat,  spreading, 
more  than  equalling  the  calyx:  leaves  three,  verticillate,  broad-rhom- 
boidal,  acuminate,  sessile.  This  is  a  fine-looking  vernal  flower,  growing 
luxuriant,  in  a  rich  soil,  in  shady  and  rocky  places.  Root  perennial; 
stem  solitary,  a  foot  high;  flowers  in  May.  There  are  two  varieties  : 
atropurpureum,  flowers  large,  dark  purple ;  and  album,  flowers  smaller, 
white. 

The  various  species  and  varieties  of  Trillium  are  known  in  the  coun- 
try by  the  names,  fox-bloiv,  bcth,  bath  and  birth  root,  Benjamin  root, 
&/-C.  They  have  long  been  known  in  domestic  practice,  and  are  proba- 
bly deserving  of  some  attention  by  medical  men. 

The  root  is  the  part  used.  It  is  of  a  pungent,  acrimonious  taste, 
and  is  esteemed  a  valuable  remedy  in  hemorrhage  unattended  with  py- 
rexia. It  is  said  to  be  •'  one  of  the  mildest,  yet  most  efficient  remedies 
for  haemoptysis."  It  is  an  article  of  considerable  power,  and,  in  the 
hands  of  physicians,  would,  doubtless,  often  prove  a  valuable  remedial 
agent.  It  is  probably  astringent,  tonic,  antiseptic,  and  perhaps,  in  cer- 
tain cases,  alterative.  I  have  known  it  used  in  epistaxis  and  haemopty- 
sis with  good  success.  Some  recommend  it  in  form  of  poultice,  as  an 
antiseptic,  for  inflamed  ulcers  and  carbuncles.  Probably,  too,  it  would 
be  a  valuable  remedy  in  chancre.  It  is  at  least  worth  transferring  to 
hedges  as  an  ornament,  and  merits  a  trial  in  disease  by  physicians.  The 
species  above  described,  variety  album,  is  esteemed  by  some  as  the  most 
efficient,  but  the  Shakers  preserve  the  variety  atropurpureum.  Dose  of 
the  root  in  powder,  grs.  x.  to  xxx.  S.  A.  T. 

Cambridge,  May  24,  1837. 

Erratum.— In  Medical  Botany  No.  G,  line  5,  for  Chelone  Glabea,  read  Chelone 
Glabra. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,    JUNE     14,     1  837. 


MASSACHUSETTS   MEDICAL   SOCIETY. 
The  late  anniversary  meeting  of  this  association,  though  not  as  numer- 
ously attended  as  in   some  former  years,  was  nevertheless  extremely  in- 
teresting to  the  members.     George  Hayward,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  the  Prin- 
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ciples  of  Surgery  in  Harvard  University,  read  a  discourse  on  diseases  of 
(he  knee-joint.  Unfortunately,  for  ourselves  parfirularly,  we  heard  only 
the  closing  remarks,  and,  therefore,  not  having  a  reporter  present,  could 
give  but  a  beggarly  account  of  the  performance,  were  we  to  attempt  it. 
We  can  assure  our  readers,  however,  from  the  testimony  of  very  many, 
that  Dr.  Hayward  answered  the  e.xpectations  of  the  Society.  The  din- 
ner was  served  at  Faneuil  Hall,  as  usual.  The  following  gentlemen 
were  elected  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  viz.  : 

George  C.  Shattuck,  M.D.,  President— NathameA  Miller,  M.D.,  Vice 
President — Enoch  Hale,  M.D.,  Corresponding  Secretary — John  Ho- 
mans,  M.D.,  Recording  Secretary — Walter  Channing,  M.D.,  Treasurer 
— David  Osgood,  M.D.,  Librarian. 

CouN'SEM.ORs. — First  Department. — See  last  week's  Journal. 

Second  Department. — Joseph  Kiltredge,  Jeremiah  Spofford,  Abel  L. 
Peirson,  Andrew  Nichols,  Edward  L.  Coffin,  Samuel  Johnson,  Richard 
S.  Spofford,  Calvin  Briggs,  Dean  Robinson,  Jonathan  C.  Johnson,  Ed- 
ward A.  Holyoke,  Wyatt  C.  Boyden,  Rufus  Longley. 

Third  Department. — Thomas  Bucklin,  John  Walton,  Abraham  R. 
Thompson,  Timothy  Wellington,  Zadoc  Howe,  William  J.  Walker,  John 
C.  Dalton,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Daniel  Swan,  John  O.  Green,  Joshua  Green, 
Elisha  Bartlett, Hooker. 

Fourth  Department. — Stephen  Batchelder,  John  Green,  Edward  Flint, 
Benj.  F.  Heywood,  Charles  W.  Wilder,  Amos  Parker,  George  Willard, 
John  Starkweather,  J.  G.  Metcalf 

Fifth  Department. — Joseph  H.  Flint,  Alpheus  F.  Stone,  Stephen  W. 
Williams,  Eli  Hall,  Elisha  Mather,  Bela  B.  Jones,  David  Bemis. 

Sixth  Department. — Henry  H.  Childs,  William  H.  Tyler,  Asa  G. 
Welch,  Royal  Fowler,  Robert  Worthington,  Alfred  Perry,  Hubbard 
Bartlett. 

Seventh  Department. — Nathaniel  Miller,  John  Bartlett,  Samuel  Bug- 
bee,  Robert  Thaxter,  Jeremy  Stimson,  Rufus  Wyman,  Ebenezer  Al- 
den,  Noah  Fyefield. 

Eighth  Department. — Hector  Orr,  Nathan  Hayward,  Ezekiel  Thaxter, 
Paul    L.  Nichols,  Noah  Whitman,  William  Gordon. 

JYiiith  Department. — Alexander  Reed,  William  C.  Whittredge,  Andrew 
Mackie,  Caleb  Swan,  Menzies  R.  Randall,  William  A.  Gordon. 

Tenth  Department. — Joseph  Sampson,  Aaron  Cornish,  Paul  Swift, 
Henry  Tuck. 

Censors  for  the  First  Medical  District,  and  for  the  Society  at  large. — 
W^illiam  J.  Walker,  Abel  L.  Peirson,  John  Ware,  Edward  Reynolds, 
Jr.,  Woodbridge  Strong. 

Second  Medical  District. — John  Green,  Benjamin  F.  Heywood,  Charles 
W.  Wilder,  Benjamin  Pond,  William  Workman. 

Third  Medical  District. — Stephen  W.  Williams,  Elisha  Mather,  Ath- 
erton  Clark,  Bela  B.  Jones,  David  Bemis. 

Fourth  Medical  District.— Henry  H.  Childs,  William  H.  Tyler,  Alfred 
Perry,  Asa  G.  Welch,  Charles  Worthington. 

Committee  on  Publications. — Enoch  Hale,  John  Ware,  Solomon  D, 
Townsend. 

Committee  on  Resignations. — Walter  Channing,  Zabdiel  B.  Adams, 
John  Jeffries. 

Ebenezer  Alden,  of  Randolph,  was  elected  to  deliver  the  next  Annual 
Discourse.  John  Romans,  Rec'g  Sec'y. 
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NEW   JERSEY   MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

The  71st  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Medical    Society  of  New  Jersey  was 
held  at  New  Brunswick,  May  9th,  1837. 

The  President,  Dr.  Van  Derveer,  called  the  Society  to  order,  and  read 
a  dissertation  on  the  subject  of  fever. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Standing  Committee  was  presented,  and 
also  the  form  of  a  diploma  for  the  honorary  degree  of  M.D.,  which  was 
accepted. 

Besides  the  ordinary  business  of  the  Society,  Dr.  Taylor,  chairman  of 
the  committee  appointed  at  a  previous  meeting,  presented  a  report  rela- 
tive to  alterations  of  the  By-Laws,  which  report  was  ordered  to  be  filed 
and  the  further  consideration  of  it  postponed  to  the  next  annual  meeting. 

The  following  are  the  alterations  proposed  in  the  report,  viz.  : 

1st.  Instead  of  a  separate  Board  of  Censors  for  each  of  the  Districts, 
as  now  constituted,  three  Censors  are  to  be  appointed  from  each  District, 
who,  when  so  appointed,  shall  constitute  one  Board,  to  meet  semi-annu- 
ally in  April  and  October.  The  necessary  expenses  and  two  dollars  per 
diem,  to  be  accorded  to  each  Censor. 

2d.  In  order  to  secure  the  more  punctual  attendance  of  delegates  at 
the  stated  and  special  meetings  of  the  Society,  it  is  proposed  that  no  divi- 
dend of  its  funds  be  allowed  to  any  District  Society  unless  represented 
by  at  least  three  of  its  members. 

3d.   To  increase  the  fee  for  the  degree  of  M.D.  to  ^20. 

4th.  That  the  place  of  holding  the  semi-annual  meeting;  be  determined 
at  each  annual  meetmg,  by  a  majority  of  the  members  present. 

Dr.  Samuel  Hays  was  recommended  by  the  standing  committee  for 
the  honorary  degree  of  M.D. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  officers  for  the  ensuing  year. — 
Drs.  Lyndon  A.  Smith  (Newark),  President  ;  B.  H.  Stratton,  1st  Vice 
President  ;  J.  G.  Goble,  2d  do.  ;  VVm.  P.  Clarke,  3d  do.  ;  Samuel  H. 
Pennington  (Newark),  Cor.  Sec^y  ;  VVm.  Pienson,  Jr.  (Orange),  Rec. 
Sec''y  ;  Jer.  S.  English,  Treasurer  ;  Geo.  M.  McLean,  VVm.  Forman, 
Fred.  S.  Schenck,  Standing;   Committee. 

License  to  practise  physic  and  surgery  has  been  granted  to  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  the  past  year.  David  D.  Meeker,  Dayton  Decker, 
Lyman  Mark  Crane,  Abram  Coles,  Ebenezer  VV^oodrufl^,  VVm.  Shipman, 
Augustus  O'Hea,  John  F.  Ward,  John  N.  VVoodhull,  Isaac  S.  Haines, 
George  Barrow. 

Society  adjourned  to  hold  its  semi-annual  meeting  at  HoUingshead, 
Trenton. 


Sickness  among  Children. — We  understand  that  a  disease,  partaking  of 
the  character  ol  influenza  and  lung  fever,  is  very  prevalent  among  chil- 
dren in  Cambridge  antl  other  towns  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston.  On  ac- 
count of  its  peculiar  symptoms,  the  name  grippe  has  been  given  to  it  by 
some.  Any  further  particulars  from  those  who  have  witnessed  cases  of 
the  disease,  would  be  interesting  to  the  profession. 


University  of  Maryland. — Dr.  N.  R.  Smith,  who  has  filled  the  chair  of 
surgery  many  years,  for  some  reason,  which  has  not  been  explained,  has 
withdrawn  from  the  institution.    It  is  announced,  however,  that  Dr.  Smith 
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will  continue  to  reside  in  Baltimore,  and  practise  surgery,  as  heretofore 
Very  Jew  operators  have  been  more  successful  than  this  gentleman,  who, 
besides  the  highest  order  of  professional  attainments,  possesses  those 
qualities  of  the  heart  which  are  always  appreciated,  lie  is  a  son  of  the 
late  Prol.  A^ithan  Smith,  of  Dartmouth  College,  and  in  after  life  of  Yale 
College  Medical  School,  at  New  Haven. 


The  Soulhern  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  published  in  Auausla 
Geo.,  and  edited  by  Drs.  Milton  Antony  and  Joseph  A.  Eve,  is  hereafter 
to  be  conducted  by  the  former  gentleman  alone.  Dr.  A.  appeals  to  the 
members  ot  the  profession  at  the  South  for  a  more  liberal  patronage  than 
has  heretofore  been  given  to  the  work,  it  not  having  been  sufficient  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  to  pay  the  expenses  of  printing.  If  some  of  the  con- 
tributors to  that  work  (not  in  Augusta)  neglect  to  pay  their  subscription 
for  It  with  as  little  compunction  as  they  have  done  that  for  the  Boston 
Medical  Journal,  we  can  well  understand  the  cause  of  Dr  Antony's 
complaint.  We  tru.st,  however,  there  will  he  found  paying  subscribers 
enough  among  the  liberal  members  of  the  profession  in  that  part  of  our 
country  to  insure  the  continuance  of  the  Southern  Journal,  which  is  a 
very  useful  periodical. 


Stuttering  occasioned  by  ivorms.—A  boy,  aged  five  years,  who  hitherto 
could  distinctly  pronounce  even  the  most  difficult  words,  and  readily 
communicate  his  thoughts,  all  at  once  began  to  stutter.  As  no  orrranic 
defe^ct  could  he  perceived,  Dr.  Schullze-thought  that  the  impedmient 
might  be  occasioned  by  worms,  as  he  had  often  noticed  an  entire  loss  of 
speech  lasting  many  days,  to  depend  upon  this  cause.  He  therefore 
ordered  an  electuary  composed  of  jalap,  semin.  cina;,  tanacet.,  and  majj- 
nes.  sulphvvith  syr.  mannae,  to  be  given.  By  this  medicine,  a  lar^e 
quantity  of  the  ascarides  lumbricoides  were  voided,  and  the  boy  was 
again  restored  to  the  free  use  of  his  speech.— JJfed  Zeitung,  G  Jan.  1836 


JWerftcflj  Miscellany.— A  lad   by  the   name    of  Bartalo   is  exhibited  at 
i\ew  Vork,  on  account  of  the  size  of  his  head,  which  measures  33  inch- 
es in  circumference,  yet  he  is  but  39   inches  fall.      He  is  in  good  health, 
and  the  cranium  well  formed.-The  skull    of  Le  Blanc,  the  murderer  of 
Judge  bayre  and  family,  is  a  remarkable  instrument  in  the  hands  of  the 
phrenologists,  for  sustaining  the  science  to  which  they  are    devoted  —A 
board  of  naval  surgeons  will   assemble    at  Philadelphia  the  first  Monday 
in  July,  for  the  examination  of  assistant  surgeons.      W    P    C    Barton   is 
president  of  the  Board.-The  late  Dr.   Bushe,  of  T<ew  York;  first  came 
to  this  country  to  take   the   anatomical   department  of  Rutgers  Medical 
College    now  converted  into  a  hotel.-Eleven   students    were   graduated 
on  the  first  of  May,  by  the  Philadelphia  College   of  Pharmacy       Daniel 
B.  Smith    president  of  the  institution,  gave  an  address  on  the  occasion.— 
Mr.  Phelp.s,  surgical   instrument   manufacturer,  at   the  corner    of  Court 
street  and  Cornhi  1,  deserves  the  encouragement  of  the  profession.-Dr. 
Dunghson  s    Intelligencer  is   a   valuable    production.     We   hope,   most 
sincerely    that   the   patronage  is  equal    to    his   diligence._A   part   of  a 
back  building  connected  with   the   main  edifice  of  the  Eye  and  Ear  In- 
lirmary    ,n  this  city,  was  materially  injured   by  fire,  a  short    time  since— 
tne  probable  work  of  an  incendiary.— Late  advices  from  the  Mediterra- 
nean, make    reference  to  the  great    destruction    of  human   life   by  the 
pJague,  which  still  rages  iu  many  parts  of  Turkey 
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To  Correspondents. — Will  the  author  of  an  article  on  Masturbation,  pennit 
U3  to  affix  his  name  to  it  ?  This  seems  to  be  necessary,  first,  because  the  doc- 
trine inculcated  is  so  much  at  variance  with  the  received  notions  i)f  the  professicn 
on  that  subject;  and,  secondly,  if  the  theory  is  really  a  correct  one,  the  writer 
should  be  i^nown,  as  very  many  will  have  a  desire  to  open  a  correspondence  with 
him.— The  writer  of  a  paper  entitled  "  A  dream,"  will  accept  our  thanks  for  his 
attentions,  altiiougli  we  are  compelled  to  say  its  publication  is  declined. — Dr. 
Tompkins's  case  of  Stone  in  the  Bladder,  and  Dr.  Goulding's  remarks,  are  added 
to  the  list  of  accepted  communications. 

Died,— At  Middletown,  Ct.,  Dr.  Stephen  Rainey,  aged  83,  an  officer  of  the  re- 
volutionary army. — At  Pensacola,  Dr.  George  Nicholas  Rose,  of  AmbertCo.,  Va. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  June  10,  25.     Wales,  16— Females,  9. 

Consiimptioii,  2— inlaiitile,  1— dropsy  in  the  head,  1— gastritis,  1— old  age,  3— chronic  diarrhoea,  1 
— disease  of  the  heart,  1— phthisis  pulinonalis,2— lung  fever,  1  — dyspepsia,  1  — erysipelas,  1— hydro- 
cephalus, 1— typhus  fever,  1— inflammation   of  the  lungs,  1— apoplexy,  2— stillborn,  3. 

NEW   MEDICAL   BOOKS. 

WILLIAM  D.  TICKSOU,  Medical  BooJcselier,  corner  of  Washington  and  School  streets,  has  just 
received.  Surgical  Observations  on  Tumors,  with  Cases  and  Operations;  illustrated  with  many  col- 
ored eUL'ravings.     Bv  John  C.  Warren,  M.D.     Price  $4,511. 

A  Treatise  on  the  "Malformations,  Injuries  and  Diseases  of  the  Rectum  and  Anus  ;  illustrated  with 
plates.     By  George  Bushe,  M  D.     Price  §3.25. 

.\lso  as  above,  may  be  found,  a  very  complete  assortment  of  Medical  Books,  which  will  be  sold  on 
the  most  reasonable  terms. 

June  14. 

PROLAPSUS   UTERI   CURED    BY   EXTERNAL   APPLICATION. 

DR.  A.  G.  HULL'S  UTERO-ABDOMhN'AL  SUPPORTER  is  olfered  to  those  afflicted  with  Prolapsus 
C«er/,  and  other  diseases  depending  upon  relaxation  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  as  an  instrument  in 
every  way  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  restoration  to  health.  V\!;' a  this  instrument  is  care- 
fully and  properly  fitted  to  the  form  ofthepatient,  it  invariably  affords  the  luost  immediate  immnnity, 
froiir  the  distressing"  dragging  and  bearing  down  "  sensations  which  accom|)any  nearly  all  visceral  dis- 
placements of  the  abdomen,  and  its  skilful  application  is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of 
radical  relief  from  the  patient  herself.  The  Supporter  is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by 
the  patient  without  further  aid.  Within  the  last  two  years  700  of  the  Utero-Abdominal  Supporters 
have  been  applied  with  the  most  happy  results. 

The  very  great  success  which  this  instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its  examination 
by  the  Physician  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  pessary  hitherto  in  use.  It  is  gratifying  to 
state,  that  it  has  met  the  decided  approbation  of  every  member  of  the  Medical  Faculty  who  has  ap- 
plied it,  as  well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  it. 

The  Subscribers  having  been  appointed  agents  for  the  sale  of  the  above  instruments,  all  orders  ad- 
dressed to  them  will  be  promptly  attended  to.     Price,  §'"• 

Lowe  &.  Rbed,  Boston  ;  David  Kimball,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  Joshua  DuRniy,  Portland,  Me., 
Joseph  Balch,  Jr.  Providence,  R.  1. ;  Elisha  Edwards,  Springfield,  Mass. ;  N.  S.  Wordew, 
Bridgeport,  Conn.  Mi'V  10— 6m 

MEDICAL   LECTURES. 

THE  .Medical  Lectures  at  Dartmouth  College  will  commence  on  Thursday,  the  third  day  of  next 
August,  and  continue/y«r/cc«  weeks. 

Anatomy,  Surgerv,  and  Obstetrics,  by  -         -        -         -  -        R.  D.  Mussey,  M.D. 

Phvsiolosv,  Mat.'.Med.  and  Leaal  Med.,  by  .  -  -  .  D.  Oliver,  .M.D. 

Theory  aiid  Practice  of  Phvsic^  by         .        -        -        -  -  -  J.  Delamater,  M.D. 

Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by        -  • O.  P.  Hubbard,  M.D. 

Fee  for  the  course,  850.     Matriculating  fee,  $2. 

Hanover,  jV.  H.,  May^G,  1837.  J— 73w _^_____ 

THEODORE  METCALF— APOTHECARY, 

NO.  33  Tremont  street,  ten  doors  north  of  the  Tremont  House,  devotes  his  chief  attention  to  com- 
pounding prescriptions ;  and  assures  physicians  that,  in  his  establishment,  no  persons  will  be  en- 
trusted with  this  (/u«i/,  except  those  of  skill  and  experience,  and  no  articles  used  but  those  of  the 
best  quality.  ,  •  •  j    ,.  . 

T.  M.  keeps  no  quack  medicines,  but  chooses  to  rely  for  support  upon  regular  practitioners  and  their 
patients.     He  is  permitted  to  refer  to  Drs.  Jackson  and  Reynolds. 

May  24.  3in 


THE  BOSTO.N  MEUICAL  AXD  SURGICAL  JOUR.VAL  is  published  every  M'fdnesriay,  by 
D  Cli  VPP,  Jll.  at  184  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  commnnicalione 
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A   CASE  OF   STOiNE   IN   THE   BLADDER  SUCCESSFULLY   TREATED 
BY  LITHOTRIPSY, 

BY  J.  RANDOLPH,  M.D.,  LECT.  ON  SURGERY,  ONE  OF  THE  SURGEONS  TO  THE  PENN. 
HOSPITAL  AND  THE  PHILADELPHIA  BLOCKLEY  HOSPITAL,  ETC. 

[Reported  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  by  the  patient.] 

I  HAVE  had  paraplegia  since  July,  1832.  About  the  middle  of  that 
month  I  felt  a  numbness  of  the  left  heel,  with  a  partial  loss  of  power 
over  the  bladder.  This  numbness,  which  was  first  felt  in  my  heel,  soon 
extended  as  far  up  as  the  knee.  I  became  clumsy  and  staggering  in  my 
walk,  lost  th.e  power  of  expelling  as  well  as  retaining  my  fsces,  and  was 
obliged  to  use  a  catheter.  1  however  continued  to  hobble  about  until 
September,  when  all  motion  and  nearly  all  sensation  was  lost  below  the 
lower  part  of  the  sternum.  In  June,  1833,  I  could  retain  my  urine  six 
or  eight  hours  ;  soon  after  I  had  a  disposition  to  pass  it  oftener;  if  I 
did  not  introduce  a  catheter  once  in  three  or  four  hours,  some  of  it 
would  escape  involuntarily.  In  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1834,  I  had 
to  use  a  catheter  four  or  five  times  in  a  night,  and  had  pain  in  passing 
my  water.  It  was  about  this  time  that  I  first  observed  my  urine  to  be 
mixed  with  blood,  after  riding  in  a  carriage. 

The  first  severe  attack  that  I  suffered  was  about  the  first  of  January, 
1835.  I  then  had  inflammation  and  tenderness  of  the  bladder  and 
urethra,  with  great  pain,  strangury,  and  haemorrhage  from  the  bladder, 
accompanied  with  a  good  deal  of  sympathetic  fever.  Since  then,  the 
bladder  has  never  been  as  well ;  urine  has  been  constantly  morbid,  con- 
taining large  quantities  of  purulent  mucus  and  blood  ,  with  repeated  at- 
tacks of  inflanunation  of  the  bladder  and  strangury.  For  the  last  two 
years  I  have  been  obliged  to  pass  my  water  very  often,  seldom  retaining 
it  more  than  an  hour,  and  a  good  deal  of  the  time  not  more  than  half 
an  hour,  it  frequently  passing  involuntarily,  especially  at  night.  It  was 
not  till  the  latter  part  of  the  summer  of  1836,  that  I  discovered,  by 
sounding,  a  stone,  though  I  had  suspected  it  for  a  year  previous.  I 
pretty  soon  made  up  my  mind  to  submit  to  Lithotripsy ,  and  wrote  to 
Dr.  J.  Randolph,  of  Philadelphia,  for  his  opinion. 

On  the   12th  of  December  I  arrived  in  Philadelphia.     On    the   13th 
Dr.  Randolph  saw  me,  and  ascertained,  by  the  use  of  the  sound,  that  I 
had  a  large  stone.     He  gave  me   a   permit   to  enter   the   Pennsylvania 
Hospital,  and  I  entered  the  same  day. 
20 
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On  the  loth  Dr.  Randolph  aj,'airi  used  the  sound,  and  then  introduced 
the  brisc-pierre-articule  of  M.  Jacobsou,  not  with  an  intention  of  break- 
'    ing  the  stone,  but  to  ascertain  if  the  instrutnent   would    pass.      It  passed 
without  inconvenience.      After  waiting,  a  sliort  time  for  the  spasm  of  the 
bladder  to  subside,  he  opened  the   instrument  (here  he    met  with  some 
difficuhy,   for   the   bladder   contracted    powerfully),   ascertained    that    it 
would  embrace  the  stone,  and  then   withdrew    it.     The    introduction  of 
the  instrument  gave  me  some    pain,  though  not  severe,  after   which   I 
passed  out  sotne  small  fragments  of  calculous   matter,  sufficient  to  show 
that  the  stone  was  soft  and  composed  principally  of  phosphate  of  lime. 
Dec.  21st.  Dr.   Randolph,  in  the  presence  of  a  nun)ber  of  medical 
gentlemen  and  the   medical  class,  introduced  M.   Jacobson's   instrument 
and  caught  the  stone  twice  and  broke  it.     The  operation  occupied  about 
five  minutes  ;  suffering  at  the  time  was  not  great.     About  two  hours  af- 
ter the  operation,  1  had  a  chill,  accompanied   with  great  thirst,  nausea 
and  vomiting,  w^hich  lasted  three  or  four   hours.     It   then  passed  off  by 
perspiration,  and  I  had  a   pretty  good  night.     22d,  in  the  morning,  had 
another  slight  chill,  with  nausea,  vomiting,  headache,  and  thirst.      Kept 
in  bed  most  of  the  day.     On   the  23d  was  nearly  recovered.     On  the 
21st,  22d,  and  23d,  passed   out   sand,  gravel,  and   fragments   of  stone. 
Dec.  25th  Dr.  Randolph  sounded  me,  and   found  the  stone  broken  and 
much  altered. 

Dec.  28th.  Dr.  R.,  in  the  presence  of  the  medical  class,  introduced 
Jacobson's  instrument,  caught  two  pieces  and  crushed  them.  The  tiine 
occupied  and  pain  were  about  as  before.  Soon  after  the  operation,  I 
took  my  dinner  as  usual.  1  had  no  chill,  and  but  very  little  constitu- 
tional irritation.  On  the  28th,  29th,  and  30th,  passed  fragments  of 
stone. 

Jan.  2,  1837.  Dr.  Randolph  again  introduced  the  instrument.  After 
some  little  time,  perhaps  two  or  three  minutes,  he  succeeded  in  catching 
the  stone  fairly  and  broke  it.  He  then  caught  another  small  piece,  and 
withdrew  some  of  it  with  the  instrument.  This  operation  was  prolong- 
ed more  than  any  previous  one,  and  there  was  a  little  more  pain. 
Some  increased  irritation  of  the  bladder,  urethra  and  rectum,  followed 
this  operation.  I  also  had  sympathetic  fever  for  two  or  three  days.  On 
the  4th  a  large  fragment  passed.  It  stuck  at  the  orifice  of  the  urethra, 
and  was  pulled  out  with  a  probe.  Another  large  piece  passed  on 
the  8th. 

Jan.  11th.  Dr.  Randolph,  in  the  presence  of  the  medical  class, 
again  introduced  the  instrument.  He  did  not  succeed  in  catching  the 
stone  with  that  instrument,  and  withdrew  it  and  took  one  longer  and 
more  curved,  with  which  he  caught  three  pieces  high  up  in  the  fundus 
of  the  bladder.  The  bladder  contracted  powerfully  upon  the  instru- 
ment, as  usual,  producing  some  pain.  But  little  constitutional  irritation 
followed  this  operation,  and  very  few  fragments  were  passed. 

Jan.  16th.  Dr.  R.  caught  anil  broke  two  pieces,  after  which  I  passed 
a  good  deal  of  stone,  some  in  large  pieces,  two  of  which  stuck  some 
titne  in  the  urethra.  Urine  continued  morbid,  though  retained  much 
longer  than  it  was  before  the  stone  was  broken. 
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Jan.  26tl).  Dr.  R.  introduced  the  instrument  and  caught,  without  any 
trouble,  four  fragments.  It  produced  some  pain  and  a  considerable  hse- 
niorrhage  iVoni  the  bladder,  followed  by  a  severe  chill.  Much  more  of 
the  stone  passed  after  this  operation,  than  at  any  previous  one. 

In  the  evening  of  the  29tli,  a  large  fragment  lodged  in  the  urethra. 
After  making  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  extract  it,  assisted  by  Dr.  Mc 
Crea,  House  Surgeon  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  which  produced 
pain,  Iiaemorrhage,  and  increased  irritation  of  the  urethra,  a  violent  chill 
followed,  attended  with  very  laborious  breathing,  from  the  effects  of 
w'hich  1  did  not  recover  in  less  than  four  or  five  days. 

Feb.  12th.  Dr.  R.  caught  and  crushed  two  pieces.  It  occupied  two 
or  three  minutes,  and  gave  me  but  little  pain.  1  passed,  for  two  or 
three  days,  sand,  gravel,  and  fragments  of  stone.  On  the  16lh  Dr.  R. 
introduced  the  sound.  He  found  but  little  stone,  or  but  a  few  small 
pieces,  remaining.  On  the  17th  a  fragment  lodged  in  the  urethra  which 
I  could  not  extract,  and  I  pushed  it  back  into  the  bladder,  which  had 
been  done  once  or  twice  before. 

Feb.  18th.  Dr.  R.  caught  two  or  three  fragments  and  crushed  them. 
I  passed,  for  two  or  three  days  after,  a  few  small  fragments.  Did  not 
sufTer  much  from  the  operation. 

Feb.  23d.  A  fragment  of  stone  lodged  in  the  urethra,  which  Dr. 
Randolph  attempted  to  extract,  but  could  not.  He  then  introduced 
M.  Jacobson's  instrument  and  broke  two  pieces.  A  severe  chill  follow- 
ed, the  effects  of  which  lasted  two  or  three  days,  during  which  time  I 
passed  some  quite  small  fragments. 

Feb.  27th.  Dr.  R.  introduced  the  sound  and  felt  two  pieces.  28th. 
He  introduced  the  instrument  and  crushed  two  fragments,  both  small, 
after  which  1  passed  out  some  fragments,  and  was  troubled  with  others 
sticking  in  the  urethra,  which  I  pushed  back  into  the  bladder  ;  they 
would  not  pass,  in  consequence  of  the  urethra  having  been  wounded 
and  made  very  rough  by  attempting  to  extract  some  large  fragments. 

March  5th.  Dr.  R.  introduced  the  sound  and  found  one  or  two 
pieces.  He  then  introduced  the  instrument  and  broke  them.  Some 
soreness  and  swelling  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder  and  urethra  followed 
this  operation.  6th.  Some  pain  in  passing  my  water,  urine  turbid,  no 
fragments  passed,  can  feel  some  remaining.  7th.  Urine  still  unhealthy, 
and  pain  in  passing  it  ;  one  small  piece  passed  out  at  evening. 

March  9tli.  Dr.  R.  introduced  the  sound,  and  felt  one  or  two  small 
pieces ;  none,  he  thought,  so  large  as  many  1  had  passed.  He  however 
introduced  the  instrument,  and  caught  a  small  piece  and  broke  it.  It 
gave  me  considerable  pain  at  the  time,  and  was  followed  by  profuse  hjE- 
morrhage  and  suppression  of  urine,  also  by  inflammation  and  swelling  of 
the  testes,  one  of  which  had  been  enlarged  and  painful  for  nearly  two 
years.  The  coajrulated  blood  blocking  up  the  urethra,  the  bladder  soon 
became  greatly  distended  and  very  painful  ;  it  was  fifteen  or  sixteen 
hours  before  I  got  much  relief.  This  was  the  last  time  the  instrument 
was  introduced.  I  continued  to  jjass  occasionally  some  quite  small 
pieces,  and  to  be  troubled  with  others  sticking  in  the  urethra,  which  was 
very  sore  and  rough,  until  the  12th  of  April,  when  Dr.   Randolph  intro- 
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duced  llie  sound  and  felt  one  very  small  piece.  On  the  13th  tliis  frag- 
ment stuck  iu  the  urethra.  I  attempted  to  pull  it  out  and  used  a  good 
deal  of  force.  The  urethra  being  rough  and  contracted,  I  imbedded  it 
in  the  corpus  spongiosum.  On  the  16th  Dr.  Randolph  had  recourse  to 
the  sound,  and  could  delect  no  stone  in  the  bladder.  The  fragment  in 
the  corpus  spongiosum  remained  until  about  the  first  of  May,  when  it 
ulcerated  externally,  and  came  out,  since  which  I  have  been  entirely 
free  from  stone. 

Remarks. — 1  think  this  case  goes  very  far  to  establish  the  practicabili- 
ty of  Lithotripsy.  In  the  first  place  1  had  a  very  large  stone,  with  a 
good  deal  of  disease  of  the  bladder,  prostate  gland,  and  a  tendency  to 
haemorrhage,  with  some  ulceration  at  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  where 
the  stone  was  lodged.  The  stone  was  contained  in  a  pouch  at  the  pros- 
tatic portion  of  the  bladder,  the  bladder  contracting  behind,  and  form- 
ing a  sort  of  hourglass  contraction.  Besides,  1  had  a  partial  paralysis  of 
the  bladder.  This  was  the  only  objection  Dr.  Randolph  saw  to  the 
success  of  the  operation  when  I  wrote  to  him  ;  he  was  a  little  fearful 
that  I  had  not  sufficient  power  over  the  bladder  to  expel  the  fragments  ; 
but  tliey  were  expelled  very  readily,  till,  by  imprudently  attempting  to 
extract  some  large  pieces,  I  wounded  the  urethra,  producing  stricture 
for  a  time,  which  prevented  any  large  fragments  from  passing  out ;  oth- 
erwise I  should  have  been  cured  much  sooner.  From  the  loss  of  pow- 
er over  the  muscles  concerned  in  evacuating  the  bladder,  I  apprehend 
that  had  I  submitted  to  lithotomy,  instead  of  lithotripsy,  1  must  have 
been  left  with  incontinence  of  urine.  Whereas  I  can  now  retain  my 
urine  four  or  five  hours  without  inconvenience. 

I  cannot  close  these  remarks  without  acknowledging  the  obligations 
which  I  feel  to  Dr.  Randolph  for  the  lively  interest  he  manifested  to- 
wards me  during  my  stay  at  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital.  By  his  skill  I 
have  been  freed  from  a  very  painful  and  troublesome  disease.  Great 
praise  is  also  due  him  for  the  very  careful  as  well  as  skilful  manner  in 
which  he  uses  so  powerful  an  instrument  as  the  brise-jjicrre-articule  of 
M.  Jacobson.  Silas  Tompkins,  M.D. 

New  Bedford,  May  30,  1837. 

[The  preceding  interesting  and  valuable  case  was  accompanied  by  a 
box  containing  fragments  of  calculi,  some  of  them  of  considerable  size. 
They  are  deposited  for  the  present  in  the  Cabinet  of  the  Boston  Society 
/or  INIedical  Improvement,  where  gentlemen  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
examining  them.] 


MEDICAL   CONTRIBUTIONS— LEUCORRHCEA    AND     MENORRHAGIA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — In  some  observations  upon  the  subject  of  Medical  Contributions, 
in  a  former  volume  of  your  Journal,  you  invited  the  members  of  the 
profession  to  contribute,  each  his  mite,  towards  the  general  stock  of 
medical  knowledge  ;  and  hinted  that  such   communications   might  con- 
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veniently  be  made  in  the  letter  which  conveyed  our  annual  subscription 
fee.  Deeming  this  suggestion  an  excellent  one,  I  shall  for  the  future 
hold  myself  bound,  as  T  think  each  of  your  subscribers  should  do,  to 
comply  with  it.  Communications  thus  made,  should  they  fail  to  inter- 
est the  profession  generally,  will  at  least  contain  something  valuable  to 
yourself  1  cannot  resist  the  belief,  however,  tliat  every  physician  in 
active  practice  has  it  in  his  power  to  contribute  some  useful  hint  ;  some- 
thing not  generally  known,  or  sufficiently  adverted  to,  and  of  practical  im- 
portance to  others  as  well  as  himself  Our  reading,  and  our  professional 
intercourse,  constantly  afford  hints  and  suggestions,  the  value  of  which 
we  test  in  practice  as  opportunities  offer  ;  and  it  is  scarcely  possible  that 
an  observing  physician,  in  the  course  of  a  life  devoted  to  his  profession, 
can  fail  of  making  some  useful  discoveries  of  his  own,  or  at  least  some 
valuable  observations  upon  the  discoveries  of  others.  And  after  having, 
by  long  and  patient  observation,  established  the  utility  of  some  particu- 
lar mode  of  treatment,  or  favorite  prescription,  what  better  can  he  do 
than  to  give  his  experience  to  the  world  ?  Should  all  the  valuable  but 
isolated  facts  that  human  experience  has  thus  established,  instead  of  be- 
ing suffered  to  perish  with  their  first  observer,  be  thrown  into  common 
stock  by  publication,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  the  amount  of  benefit  that 
would  thus  ultimately  be  secured  to  society.  A  peculiar  combination  of 
circumstances  may  throw  in  the  way  of  an  individual,  some  method  of 
combating  a  disease  far  better  than  that  in  general  use.  New  and  valu- 
able remedies  may  thus  be  elicited,  or  the  use  of  old  ones  extended  to 
novel  and  important  purposes.  And  as  we  are  far  more  in  want  of 
practical  facts  than  of  elaborate  essays,  the  limits  of  a  single  sheet  will 
be  amply  sufficient  to  convey  many  useful  hints.  1  do  not  indeed  pre- 
sume on  being  able  to  do  much  myself  in  this  way,  but  the  attempt  per- 
haps may  serve  as  an  inducement  to  others  more  observing  and  more 
competent ;  and  some  good  can  scarcely  fail  of  being  the  ultimate  result. 
At  this  time  I  shall  attempt  nothing  except  in  the  way  of  reminiscence, 
taking  menorrhagia  and  hncorrhaa  for  the  subject. 

Formerly  these  complaints  gave  me  much  trouble  ;  leucorrhoea,  more 
especially,  frequently  baffling  all  my  attempts  to  remove  it.  For  several 
years  past,  however,  I  have  so  often  seen  both  of  these  complaints  yield 
to  the  same  prescription,  that  1  think  it  cannot  be  amiss  to  remind  those 
of  the  faculty  who  have  not  already  availed  themselves  of  the  same 
remedy,  of  its  great  utility.  The  basis  of  this  prescription,  recom- 
mended by  both  Dewees  and  Eberle,  consists  of  ten  grains  of  nitrate  of 
potassa  and  five  of  alum  at  a  dose  ;  to  which,  for  some  time,  I  have 
been  accustomed  to  add  a  grain  and  a  half  of  kino.  It  is  given  three 
times  a  day,  dissolved  in  a  suitable  quantity  of  water.  The  addition  of 
the  kino  1  was  first  induced  to  make  in  a  case  in  which  the  other  two  ma- 
terials did  not  seem  to  produce  their  accustomed  effect  ;  the  prescrip- 
tion, with  that  addition,  proving  afterwards  completely  successful.  And 
I  can  now  truly  say  that  for  several  years  1  have  not  met  with  a  single 
case  of  menorrhagia  or  leucorrhoea  that  has  not  yielded  promptly  to  this 
remedy.  As  these  two  diseases  usually  alternate  with  each  other,  there 
is  probably  very  little  difference   in  their   nature,  the  latter  being  com- 
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nionly  the  mere  sequel  of  the  former,  the  serous  discliarge  escaping  af-  , 

ter  llie  vessels  have  so  fiir  contracted  as  no  longer  to  give  ])assage  to  red  I 

blood.      It  is  not  strange,  therefore,  that  the  same  remedy   sliuuld   be 
found  to  possess  an  equal  control  over  tliem  both. 

But  it  is  not  only  in  ordinary  cases  of  these  diseases  that  this  remedy 
has  been  found  successful.  I  have  prescribed  it  with  equal  advantage 
in  a  case  of  leucorrhoea  accompanying  gestation.  Recently,  too,  1  have 
met  with  two  cases  of  this  colorless  discharge  in  one  family,  both  under 
the  age  of  puberty,  which  have  yielded  promptly  to  this  remedy. 

In  December  last  I  was  consulted  by  a  lady  of  fifty,  of  large  frame, 
and  robust  constitution,  whose  case  proved  the  most  aggravated  1  liave 
ever  met  with.  She  had  always  menstruated  profusely  and  flooded 
much  in  child-bearing  ;  but  at  this  time  an  overwhelming  haemorrhage, 
recurring  once  in  two  or  three  weeks,  alternated  with  a  serous  discharge 
so  profuse  that  the  patient  believed  more  than  a  pint  a  day  generally 
escaped  her,  and  sometimes,  after  a  few  hours  retention,  that  quantity 
was  discharged  at  a  gush.  So  great  had  become  the  morbid  determina- 
tion of  fluids  to  the  pelvic  region,  that  a  serous  discharge  took  place 
several  times  a  day  from  the  rectum  ;  while  the  sufllsrer  was  constantly 
harassed  with  a  sense  of  weight,  distention  and  bearing  down,  and  often 
with  great  pain.  Considerable  fulness  existed  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
abdomen  ;  she  became  alarmingly  prostrate  ;  her  skin  leaden  colored, 
and  her  countenance  expressive  of  great  suffering  and  of  imminent  dan- 
ger. I  became  fearful  of  carcinoma,  and  proposed  an  examination  per 
vaginam.  While  she  was  hesitating  at  this  proposal,  the  above  pre- 
scription was  ordered,  not,  however,  with  n)uch  confidence,  from  an  ap- 
prehension that  its  powers  would  be  found  quite  too  feeble  to  cope  with 
so  formidable  a  disease.  In  this,  however,  I  was  agreeably  disappointed. 
In  a  iew  weeks  these  profuse  discharges  were  reduced  within  the  limits 
of  moderation  and  safety  ;  the  leucorrhoea  in  two  months  ceasing  alto- 
gether. With  a  view  of  more  speedily  suppressing  the  diarrhcEa,  pills 
of  acetate  of  lead  with  opium  were  given  for  a  short  time,  and  with 
success  in  that  particular ;  but  as  they  disagreed  with  the  patient's  feel- 
ings, they  were  soon  given  up.  To  the  other  prescription,  from  a 
strong  conviction  of  its  utility,  she  adhered  with  full  confidence  until  re- 
stored to  perfect  health. 

It  is  proper  here  to  remark  that  the  morbid  current  which  had  been 
so  long  determined  to  the  pelvic  region,  continued  still  to  flow  that  way, 
after  its  outlet  had  become  obstructed  ;  causing  at  first  such  a  sudden  and  _. 

violent  distention  of  the  uterus,  as  to  produce  intense  pain  and  soreness,  ■ 

and  requiring  the  loss  of  a  considerable  quantity  of  blood  from  the  arm,  " 

with  frequent  fomentations,  to  relieve  it.  Before  the  recurrence  of  the 
next  menstrual  period,  however,  the  equilibrium  of  the  circulation  had 
been  so  far  restored  that  no  further  difllculty  arose,  and  the  patient  is  at 
length  restored  to  firm  health. 

It  is  difficult  for  me  to  believe  that  success  so  uniform  can  have  been 
accidental;  and  although  others  may  not  be  equally  fortunate  with  my- 
self in  prescribing  this  formula,  yet  I  think  that,  upon  a  thorough  trial,  it 
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will  be  found  to  possess  a  greater  control   over  morbid  uterine  discharges 
than  any  other  means  now  in  use.  Thomas  Close. 

Sawpit,  N.  Y.,  May,  1837. 


PUERPERAL   CONVULSIONS. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  subjoined  case  of  puerperal  convulsions,  communicated  for 
the  Journal,  is  submitted  to  your  pleasure.  As  it  is  by  a  full  and  gen- 
eral record  of  cases,  attended  with  various  success,  that  we  are  enabled 
to  decide  upon  a  correct  remediate  course,  perhaps  the  following  may 
not  be  destitute  of  its  quota  of  inOuence,  among  the  aggregate,  in  com- 
ing to  that  decision. 

On  the  12th  inst.  I  was  called  in  consultation  to  Mrs.  R.,  aged  24 
years,  a  woman  of  general  health,  but  rather  peculiar  habit,  who  was 
"  in  a  fit."  Arrived  about  two  hours  subsequent  to  attack.  Patient,  for 
two  days  previous,  had  complained  of  severe  headache,  and  on  the  pre- 
sent morning  experienced  it  more  severely  than  ever.  She  was  nearly 
five  months  advanced  in  pregnancy.  The  physician  present  stated  that 
he  arrived  soon  after  the  seizure ;  found  her  insensible,  with  a  preter- 
naturally  full  and  frequent  pulse ;  took  from  the  arm  about  six  or  eight 
ounces  of  blood  (as  much  as  would  flow  from  the  orifice)  without  any 
abatement  of  pulse  or  symptoms  ;  was  preparing  for  a  warm  bath  when 
I  arrived.  I  found  her  in  a  comatose  state,  with  labored  breathing,  foam 
issuing  at  the  mouth,  and  a  sputtering  of  the  lips  at  each  expiration,  but 
no  stertor ;  pulse  above  100,  and  full;  pupils  of  natural  size,  and  equal. 
Immediately  abstracted  about  20  ounces  of  blood  from  the  arm,  which 
flowed  freely  ;  exhibited  1  gr.  s.  morphine  ;  warm  bath  was  dispensed 
with,  as  she  then  was.  The  paroxysms,  most  melancholy  and  appalling 
to  behold,  which  before  occurred  every  four  or  five  minutes,  and  con- 
tinued about  one  and  a  half,  were  now  delayed  to  ten  or  fifteen,  though 
diminished  but  immaterially  in  violence  and  duration.  At  the  subsi- 
dence of  each,  the  livid  hue  of  the  countenance,  neck,  and  tongue,  by 
degrees  disappeared  ;  the  pupils,  which  were  widely  dilated,  but  with 
no  disparity  at  any  time,  gradually  contracted,  as  the  sensibility  of  the 
retina  returned,  indicating  a  temporary  turgescence  of  the  vessels  of  the 
brain.  In  the  interim,  she  had  the  power  of  voluntary  motion,  but  did 
not  recover  to  consciousness  before  she  was  convulsed  again. 

The  dose  of  morph.  was  about  being  repeated,  when  a  third  physi- 
cian came.  Half  an  hour  after  it  was  administered,  there  being  no 
amelioration  of  symptoms,  in  conference  it  was  unitedly  agreed  upon  to 
induce  labor  forthwith,  and  accomplish  delivery  if  practicable.  On  ex- 
amination, I  found  the  vagina  fitly  prepared  for  labor,  with  the  mem- 
branes protruding,  like  a  tense  sac,  two  inches  or  more,  from  the  con- 
tracted neck  of  the  womb.  After  the  waters  were  discharged,  only  one 
finger  could  be  introduced,  and  that  with  difficulty,  through  the  os  tiricae, 
which  was  rigidly  firm.     At   each  paroxysm    the  patient  failed  visibly. 
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The  contraciions  of  the  uterus  appeared  lo  be  purely  spasmodic,  uilh  no 
natural  parturient  effort.  After  persevering  a  reasonable  time  in  my  at- 
tempts to  dilate  the  womb  mechanically,  1  desisted,  as  from  a  thing  im- 
possible. Before  long,  a  fourth  physician,  who  had  been  previously 
summoned,  arrived,  and  made  fruitless  efforts  to  overcome  the  (Jifficulty. 
While  manipulating,  a  paroxysm  had  passed — she  delayed  breathing — 
every  measure  was  instituted  lo  resuscitate  her,  but  in  vain.  Siie  sur- 
vived the  attack  but  about  five  hours  and  a  half. 

RemarTcs. — Although  cases  of  puerperal  convulsions  are  rare,  yet 
those  at  the  above  early  stage  of  gestation  are  still  more  so,  and  doubly 
perplexing.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  in  my  own  mind,  that  a  venesec- 
tion of  ten  or  twelve  ounces,  twenty-four  hours  previous,  or  even  later, 
would  have  averted  these  fatal  consequences  ;  but  having  been  bled 
about  a  year  since,  whife  near  the  same  period  of  pregnancy,  and  suf- 
fering an  abortion,  which  placed  her  in  imminent  peril,  she  was  invincibly 
opposed  to  it  at  this  time,  for  fear  the  same,  or  worse,  consequences 
might  result.  Albert  Bartlett,  M.D. 

Claremont,  N.  H.,  May  20,  1837. 


DEATH   PROBABLY   CAUSED   BY   QUACKERY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — If  the  following  simple  narrative  of  facts  is  of  sufficient  interest 
for  an  insertion  in  your  Journal,  it  is  at  your  service  for  that  purpose. 

Mehitable  Davenport,  a  tailoress,  aged  32,  the  mother  of  one  child, 
was  ©n  Thursday,  the  20th  of  April,  1837,  taken  somewhat  unwell ; 
not  so  much  so,  however,  as  to  prevent  her  from  visiting  a  sister  in  the 
neighborhood,  and  spending  the  afternoon  in  her  company.  On  Friday, 
the  21st,  she  worked  at  her  trade  and  nearly  completed  the  making  of  a 
vest.  In  the  evening  she  was  induced  to  take  a  dose  of  Thomsonian 
medicine.  This  kept  her  sick  at  the  stomach  and  vomiting  most  of  the 
night.  In  the  morning  of  the  22d,  feeling  no  better,  she  sent  to  Salem 
for  a  Thomsonian  or  Botanical  Doctor,  who  came  and  administered  a 
portion  of  the  lobelia  inflata.  This  increased  the  nausea  and  vomiting, 
which  continued,  with  prostration  of  strength  and  faintness,  until  nearly 
sunset,  when  her  friends,  becoming  alarmed  at  her  situation,  sent  for  the 
Thomsonian  again.  He  came  and  remained  with  her  until  nearly  10 
o'clock,  and  then  left  her,  as  he  represented,  and  as  her  friends  suppos- 
ed, "  doing  well."     At  a  little  past  11  o'clock,  she  expired. 

Examination,  fourteen  hours  after  Death. — Body  not  emaciated — 
muscular  system  well  developed  and  healthy.  Thorax — adhesions  of 
both  lungs  at  the  apex.  At  this  part,  and  at  the  root  of  the  lungs,  were 
found  numerous  calcareous  bodies  of  the  size  of  a  bean  ;  more  abundant 
in  the  left  lung.  The  lungs  otherwise  healthy  ;  the  heart  and  its  ap- 
pendages perfectly  so.  Abdomen — stomach  enormously  distended,  con- 
taining a  quart  of  greenish-brown  fluid.  Mucous  membrane  highly  in- 
jected and  somewhat  softened,  giving  strips  of  not  more  than  a  quarter 
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of  ail  inch.  Small  and  large  intestines  !empty  ;  mucous  membrane  of 
the  upper  j)art  of  small  intestines  rather  softened  and  thickened.  Color 
a  light  pink.  Jn  the  ilium  an  ulcerated  spot,  of  the  size  of  a  split 
pea.  The  liver,  and  all  the  other  organs  of  the  abdomen  and  pelvis, 
perfectly  healthy.  Head — veins  of  the  dura  inater  somewhat  turgid  ; 
brain  and  membranes  otherwise  healthy. 

The  examination  was  made  by  A.  L.  Peirson,  M.D.,  of  Salein,  in 
presence  of  Drs.  Osgood  and  Hunt,  and  several  gentlemen  not  of  the 
profession. 

What  was  the  cause  of  death  in  this  case  ? 

Dnnvers,May'zbth,\Q^l.  Eben.  Hunt,  M.D. 


POISONOUS  PARTRIDGES   AND   PIGEONS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — In  relation  to  the  subject  of  the  flesh  of  partridges  being  made 
poisonous  from  the  birds'  feeding  on  the  Tcalmia  latifoUa,  or  broad-leav- 
ed laurel,  1  .may  mention  a  note,  which  was  taken  by  the  present  writer 
when  hearing  the  lectures  of  the  celebrated  Dr.  Rush.  It  states,  that 
sixty  boys  were  all  taken  sick  in  one  night,  at  Princeton,  N.  J.,  from 
eating  of  pot-pie.  made  of  wild  pigeons,  which  had  fed  upon  what  is 
called  poke-berries,  Phytolacca  Dccandria  ;  in  some  parts  of  the  coun- 
try called  skoke. 

The  popular  name  of  this  plant,  in  Rhode  Island,  is  pigeon-herry, 
the  roasted  roots  of  which  are  very  often  used   for  sinapisms  to  the  feet. 

That  the  black  meat  of  the  partridge  becomes  deleterious  from  its  feed- 
ing upon  poisonous  buds,  seems  much  more  probable  than  that  a  spon- 
taneous change  takes  place  in  the  flesh  of  the  bird  itself,  which,  so  far 
as  our  information  extends,  would  be  a  perfectly  unprecedented  and  in- 
comparable anomaly,  in  any  part  of  the  feathered  or  quadruped  crea- 
ture ;  at  least  so  far  as  relates  to  anin)als  whose  flesh  is  bv  nature  escu- 
lent and  healthy.  We  admit,  however,  that  the  flesh  of  wild  animals, 
over  hunted,  or  of  domestic  animals,  over  driven,  may  contract  a  nox- 
ious quality.  And  of  the  latter,  the  lecture  before  mentioned  gives  a 
remarkable  instance.  It  occurred  in  Massachusetts,  and  was,  as  1  recol- 
lect, communicated  by  a  member  of  Congress  from  that  State.  It  was 
of  an  ox,  which  was  killed,  by  its  owner,  because  it  was  overheated, 
and  sold  for  beef.  Of  twenty-four  persons  who  ate  of  this  beef,  fifteen 
died  !* 

Of  the  sixty  boys  who  were  taken  sick  by  eating  pigeon-pie,  we  do 
not  learn  that  any  case  proved  fatal.  But  the  account  brings  to  mind 
what  we  have  learned  to  be  a  popular  opinion  in  sonie  parts  of  the 
country,  and  which  is  said  to  have  been  derived  from  the  Indians.  It 
is,  that  seasons  are  sickly,  in  which  pigeons  are  plenty,  their  appearance, 
by  the  superstitious,  being  considered  ominous.  But  if  we  admit  the 
fact,  we  should,  from  the   statement  given   by  Dr.  Rush,  rather  impute 

*  Dr.  Rush's  MS.  Lectures. 
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the  sickness  to  the  unwholesome  quality  of  the  pigeon  meat,  than  to 
flocks  of  pigeons  being  an  omen  of  epidemics  from  some  other  cause. 
For  when  pigeons  appear  in  great  abundance,  many  are  taken  and 
used  for  food. 

In  relation  to  the  subject  of  animal  food  becoming  poisonous  from  the 
bad  quality  of  the  alimentary  matter  upon  which  the  animal  feeds,  we 
need  only  to  hint  at  the  well-known  fact  of  fish.  These,  from  feeding 
and  living  in  waters  where  the  bed  or  bottom  is  a  copper  ore,  become 
so  impregnated  with  the  mineral,  as  to  convey  to  persons  who  eat  of 
them  the  alarming  and  sometimes  fatal  effects  of  the  poison  of  copper. 
We  should  be  apprehensive  of  the  fish  in  Lake  Superior,  from  this  cause 
alone.  We  have,  however,  never  noticed  any  accident  of  the  kind  hav- 
ing occurred  in  that  quarter,  for  the  country  around  its  cupreous  banks 
and  shores  is  yet  but  sparsely  populated.  But  in  some  other  regions 
we  have  had  accounts  of  serious  disasters  from  this  cause. 

Lebanon,  Ct.,  May  11th,  1837.  I  am,  sir,  your  obt.  servt. 

Jos.    COMSTOCK,  M.D. 
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SURGICAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON   TUMORS.* 

Without  a  design  to  speak  more  decidedly  than  the  importance  of  the 
subject  of  the  following  remarks  will  justify,  we  acknowledge  that  we 
are  not  a  little  proud  of  the  circumstance  that  a  Boston  Surgeon  has 
contributed  a  work  on  operative  surgery  which  has  never  been  surpassed 
in  the  United  States.  It  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  common  routine  of 
description  in  purely  elementary  treatises  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  contem- 
plates that  special  domain  which  is  always  alarming  to  the  patient,  and 
not  unfrequently  exercises  the  highest  order  of  intellect  in  the  surgeon, 
involving  also  the  profoundest  attainments  in  anatomical  science.  In 
effect,  this  splendid  work  is  a  chart,  to  guide  the  inexperienced  operator, 
as  well  as  to  encourage  and  warn  the  most  skilful,  amongst  the  sunken 
•rocks  and  dangerous  shoals  which  are  continually  presented  in  the  track 
of  the  general  surgeon.  Tumors  are  continually  being  developed  in 
various  parts  of  the  body,  so  varying  in  character,  so  anomalous  in 
structure,  and  so  singularly  influencing  the  functions  of  life,  that  of  all 
the  departments  in  the  field  of  human  misery,  no  one  has  a  stronger 
claim  than  this  upon  every  medical  man's  attention — for  in  America  we 
are  all  surgeons  and  all  physicians,  as  circumstances  may  require. 

The  vast  collection  of  facts  embodied  here,  which  occurred  under  the 
immediate  eye  of  the  writer,  must  and  will  have  that  weight,  as  future 
precedents,  in  all  similar  conditions  of  the  diseased  body,  which  the  repu- 

*  Siiri;ical  Observations  on  Tiunnrs,  witli  Capes  and  Operations.  By  John  C.  Wmkreh.  M.D., 
Prof,  of  Anatomy  and  Sorcery  in  Harvard  finiversity,  and  Surgeon  [of  the  Massachusetts  Genenl 
Hospital.    Boston  :     Crocker  &  Brewster,  1837.     Pp.  607. 
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tation  of  the  author  is  calculated  to  give  them,  were  there  no  other  com- 
bination of  circumstances  to  render  them  practically  useful. 

Although  it  may  be  said  of  the  medical  profession,  gratuitously,  how- 
ever, as  a  foreign  traveller  once  slanderously  asserted  of  the  people  at 
large,  that  every  body  made  books  in  the  United  States,  it  is  extremely 
mortifying,  nay,  it  is  a  matter  of  reproach,  that  so  few  publications  ema- 
nate from  our  surgeons,  when  it  is  susceptible  of  demonstration  that  the 
materials  art;  ample,  and  the  necessity  for  preserving  a  record  of  what 
each  one  has  heard,  seen,  and  experienced  in  practice,  is  positively  ob- 
vious. Dr.  Warren,  while  apparently  devoted  to  the  incessant  demands 
made  upon  his  time  in  a  circle  of  practice  perhaps  not  exceeded  in  any 
city  of  Europe — for  no  one  can  do  more  than  be  constantly  employ- 
ed— has  economized  time  to  such  good  purpose,  as  to  have  written,  and 
beautifully  illustrated  by  colored  engravings,  this  large  and  exceedingly 
interesting  volume.  Whether  this  is  to  be  considered  in  the  light  of  a 
pioneer — a  messenger  sent  to  survey  the  coast,  with  reference  to  ascer- 
taining whether  another  book  would  find  favor — we  have  no  means  of 
knowing  ;  but  his  competency  to  prepare  others  on  topics  equally  inter- 
esting, based  alone  on  his  personal  experience,  would  not  be  called  in 
question  by  those  who  have  witnessed  his  almost  innumerable  operations 
at  the  Mass.  Gen.  Hospital. 

But  to  particulars,  regarding  the  dimensions,  typographical  execution, 
fidelity  of  the  plates  and  cost  ;  for  these,  each  and  all  of  them,  are  in 
the  mind  of  a  purchaser.  A  clear,  firm  paper,  a  fair  type,  together  with 
six  hundred  and  seven  octavo  pages,  interspersed  with  fifteen  lively  col- 
ored engravings,  by  Johnston,  are  amongst  its  extrinsic  recommenda- 
tions. The  price  is  a  little  short  of  five  dollars.  A  dedication  is  made 
to  an  illustrious  man  in  the  annals  of  modern  surgery,  Sir  Astley  Cooper. 
Section  I.  relates  to  epidermoid  tumors  ;  II.  to  dermoid  ;  III.  tumois  of 
the  cellular  membrane  ;  IV.  muscidar  tumors;  V.  periosteal  tumors  ;  VI. 
osseous  tumors  ;  VII.  tumors  of  the  s^lands  ;  VIII.  tumors  of  the  secreting 
glands  ;  IX.  tumors  of  the  testes  ;  X.  tumors  of  the  mucous  ghmds  ;  XI. 
tumors  of  the  vascular  textttres  ;  XII.  tumors  of  the  membranous  textures  ; 
XIII.   encysted  tumors  ;  XIV.  abdominal  tumors. 

To  minute  descriptions  of  individual  cases,  are  superadded  critical  re- 
marks of  rare  value  to  those  devoted  to  the  pursuit  wliich  has  raised 
Dr.  Warren  to  distinction  in  an  arduous  and  responsible  calling. 

This  notice  will  give  the  reader  an  outline,  only,  of  this  performance. 
Without  further  commendatory  expressions,  the  work  is  unhesitatingly 
recommended  to  the  favor  of  the  medical  public 
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It  may  be  recollected  by  our  readers,  that  we  published,  last  year,  a  re- 
port of  a  committee  chosen  by  the  Counsellors  of  the  Mass.  Medical  So- 
ciety to  investigate  certain  charges  made  against  several  members  of  the 
Society  by  a  Fellow,  which  report  was  accepted  by  the  Counsellors  and 
directed  to  be  published.  That  report  was  of  a  character  which  certain- 
ly did  not  serve  to  exalt  the  individual  as  to  his  conduct  in  this  matter,  in 
the  publir.  judgment.  He  immediately  and  as  openly  appealed  to  the 
community  by  a  reply  which  carried  conviction  to  all,  that  he  had  done 
nothing  but  what  was  prompted  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  accused  and  to 
the  Society.     We  are  happy  to  state,  that  the  Society,  by  the  following 
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unanimous  vote  at  the  annual  meeting  a  few  days  since,  did  sustain  the 
member  in  his  proceedings,  and  we  trust  that  even  good  may  come  to  him 
for  his  fearlessness  in  not  shrinking  from  the  performance  of  what  was  a 
positive  duty. 

On  the  subject  of  the  report  of  the  Counsellors,  on  violations  of  the 
By-Laws,  which    was   published  in  October  last  : — 

"  Voted,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  Society,  the  Fellow  referred  to,  as 
the  gentleman  who  had  preferred  charges  against  certain  members  of  the 
Society,  is  not  subject  to  censure  for  anything  he  has  done  or  omitted  to  do 
in  the  premises." 


Anonymous  Correspondents. — The  wayward  medical  student  who  has 
sent  us  a  catalogue  of  the  Castleton  Medical  Academy,  post-marked  at 
Woodstock,  Vt.,  upon  the  blank  leaf  and  margin  of  which  were  scribbled 
insults  which  he  probably  presumed  he  sliould  never  be  detected  in,  will 
learn  by  this  paragraph  that  he  has  been  identified. 

Of  all  strange  fantasies,  that  which  is  indulged  by  some  persons  in- 
terested in  a  pecuniary  way  with  a  medical  school,  of  desiring  every  one 
to  feel,  as  they  do,  madly  hostile  to  all  other  institutions  of  the  same  kind, 
even  to  dirking  a  man  who  happens  to  have  no  partialities  one  way  or 
the  other,  is  the  most  extraordinary.  We  have  no  personal  acquaintance 
with  any  individual  of  the  Castleton  faculty  ;  we  never,  at  any  time,  ex- 
changed a  letter  with  them,  nor  have  we  been  invited,  importuned,  or 
even  modestly  asked  to  notice  their  medical  academy  in  any  form  what- 
ever. Their  advertisements  have  been  inserted  annually  in  the  Journal, 
like  those  of  others,  and  from  that  source,  and  their  catalogues,  we  have 
gathered  what  little  we  know  of  their  operations.  It  is  all  alike  to  us 
who  prospers — for  we  have  no  partialities.  If  we  were  to  make  mention 
of  any  feeling,  it  would  be  to  express  a  hearty  good  will  towards  every 
medical  college  and  every  professor.  Of  what  possible  consequence 
can  it  be  to  us,  personally,  whether  one  of  them  numbers  ten  students  or 
ten  hundred  .''  Our  patronage  does  not  depend  upon  the  mighty  fiat  of 
some  great  man  of  his  own  town,  who,  like  the  naked  African  king,  seat- 
ed upon  a  stump,  eating  rice  with  a  wooden  spoon,  said  to  a  visiter, 
"  What  do  they  think  of  me  in  Europe  ?"  Ours  is  intended  to  be  an  im- 
partial and  a  generous  course,  having  steadily  in  view  the  progress  and 
respectability  of  the  profession,  and  the  promulgation  of  all  that  is  new 
or  useful  connected  with  the  science  of  medicine,  regardless  of  the 
petty  local  disputes  which  may  arise  between  rival  institutions. 


1 


Quachcry  defeated  in  Connecticut. — We  find  the  following  notice,  in  a 
New  Haven  paper,  of  the  final  proceedings  of  the  Connecticut  Legisla- 
ture on  the  petition  of  the  Thomsonians. 

"  Bill  authorizing  collection  of  reasonable  compensation  by  any  per- 
son employed  as  a  physician  or  surgeon,  read  second  and  third  time. 

"  Mr.  Phelps,  of  Manchester,  moved  its  indefinite  postponement. 

"Mr.  J.  C.  Palmer  thought  that  the  petition  of  fourteen  or  fifteen 
thousand  citizens  ought  to  be  entitled  to  some  consideration  ;  at  least 
the  House  should  be  prepared  to  assent  or  deny  the  petition  ;  that  com- 
mon courtesy  required  this,  at  least,  at  the  hands  of  the  members. 

"  Motion  to  postpone  indefinitely  withdrawn.  Motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  negatived. 
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"  Passage  of  the  bill  advocated  by  Mr.  Welles — opposed  by  Dr. 
Abernethy,  Dr.  Vail,  and  JNIr.  S.  Raymond.  Bill  on  the  final  question 
negatived."     About  20  afiirmative. 


Medical  School  of  Virginia. — Some  little  time  since  we  adverted  to 
the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Virginia,  with  a  view  to 
gleaniriii  something  which  should  enlighten  the  medical  public  in  New 
England,  in  regard  to  its  operation.  To  Dr.  Dunglison,  and  a  subscrib- 
er in  Charlottesville,  we  make  acknowledgments,  and  thank  them  for 
their  kindness  in  sending  to  our  address  the  catalogue  of  1837.  After  a 
perusal  of  it,  we  are  impressed  with  a  belief  that  the  Virginia  School  is 
organized  on  as  good  a  plan  as  any  other  in  this  country.  An  extract 
relating  to  the  medical  department  cannot  be  otherwise  than  interesting 
to  readers  here  at  the  north. 

"  1st.  Chcmistrii  and  Materia  Medica. — There  are  two  classes  in  this 
school  ;  one  of  chemistry,  to  which  there  are  lectures  given  twice  a 
week  ;  and  the  other  of  materia  medica  and  pharmacy,  to  which  is  given 
a  lecture  once  a  week  throughout  the  session. 

"  In  the  chemical  lectures,  all  the  important  applications  of  the 
science  to  the  mechanic  arts,  agriculture  and  domestic  economy  are  no- 
ticed, and  when  practicable,  illustrated  by  experiment.  In  the  lectures 
on  earths  and  metals,  the  appropriate  minerals  are  exhibited  and  noticed 
with  reference  to  the  sciences  of  mineralogy  and  geology." 

"  In  the  lectures  on  materia  medica  and  pharmacy,  the  subjects  are 
treated  in  the  following  order  : — The  operations  of  pharmacy,  pharma- 
ceutical preparations,  the  effect  which  the  combining  of  different  substan- 
ces has  on  their  medicinal  properties,  the  different  classifications  of  the 
materia  medica,  and  lastly  its  several  articles  treated  alphabetically. 

"  There  is  attached  to  this  school,  a  very  extensive  apparatus  and 
laboratory. 

"2d.  Medicine.  —The  subjects  taught  in  this  school  are  the  theory  and 
practice  of  medicine,  obstetrics  and  medical  jurisprudence.  The  last 
forms  a  distinct  class,  and  comprehends  other  students  in  addition  to  those 
of  medicine.  A  full  course  of  lectures  is  delivered  on  each  of  the  above 
branches.  In  the  theory  and  practice  of  medicine,  Eberle's  work  on 
that  subject  is  recommended  as  a  text-book  ;  in  obstetrics,  Burns,  Devv- 
ees,  or  Gouch  ;  and  in  medical  jurisprudence.  Beck  or  Ryan. 

"  3d.  Anatomy,  Pliijsiologij  and  Surgery. — In  anatomy  the  lectures 
are  delivered  from  subjects,  with  which  the  school  is  regularly  supplied. 
The  text-book  is  Horner's  Special  Anatomy.  In  surgery,  the  text-book 
is  Cooper's  First  Lines.  In  physiology,  the  text-book  is  Dunglison's 
Human  Physiology.  This  and  the  two  preceding  schools  constitute 
the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  ;  and  the  candidates  for  the 
degree  of  '  Doctor  of  Medicine,'  must  pass  examination  in  them  all. 
An  extensive  museum  is  attached  to  this  department.  It  possesses  one 
advantage,  at  least,  over  the  other  medical  schools  in  the  United  States, 
in  having  a  session  of  more  than  ten  months,  instead  of  one  of  about  four. 

"  A  full  course  of  lectures  in  the  Medical  Department  of  this  Univer- 
sity, is  considered  as  equivalent  to  a  full  course  in  both  the  Philadelphia 
and  Baltimore  Schools;  so  that  a  student  with  a  certificate  from  this 
University  of  having  attended  a  full  course  of  lectures  here,  is  entitled 
to  stand  for  graduation  at  either  of  the  above  named  schools,  after  hav- 
ing attended  all  the  lectures  there  delivered  for  one  session  only. 
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"  Degrees. — No  particular  period  of  study  is  prescribed  for  the  acqui- 
sition of  these  honors.  The  student  obtains  them  whenever  he  can  un- 
dergo the  rigid  examinations  to  which  the  candidates  for  them  are 
subjected. 

"  The  title  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  is  conferred  on  the  graduate  in  the 
medical  department. 

"  On  the  last  day  of  the  session,  the  visiters,  faculty,  officers,  and 
students,  assemble  in  the  rotunda,  and  the  public  are  invited  to  attend. 
On  this  occasion,  the  certificates  and  diplomas  are  awarded  to  the  suc- 
cessful candidates,  the  results  of  the  examinations  are  announced,  and 
orations  are  delivered  and  essays  read  by  students  appointed  for  that 
purpose." 

The  total  expense  for  the  session  of  upwards  of  ten  months  (commencing 
the  1st  of  September  and  ending  the  4th  of  July  following),  exclusive  of 
books  and  stationary,  clothing  and  pocket  money,  ^238. 

The  number  of  students  in  the  school  of  medicine  at  the  session  for 
1836-7,  was  55  ;  in  that  of  anatomy  and  surgery,  61  ;  chemistry  and 
materia  medica,  130.  Whole  number  from  the  commencement  of  the 
University  in  1825 — medicine,  415  ;  anatomy  and  surgery,  390  ;  chem- 
istry and  materia  medica,  746  ;  medical  jurisprudence,  64. 


Goitre  m  JYeiv  Grenada. — It  seems  to  be  the  opinion  of  some  physi- 
cians of  ]\ew  Grenada,  that  a  deficient  use  of  salt  has  a  tendency  to  pro- 
mote that  dreadful  deformity,  or  swelling  of  tho  trlandular  apparatus  of 
the  throat,  called  goitre,  which  appears  to  prevail  extensively  in  some 
districts  of  that  country.  As  a  remedy,  the  people  resort  to  the  internal 
administration  of  iodine,  sea-water  frictions  and  aceyte  de  sal,  and  oil 
of  salt,  so  called — the  drainings  from  rock  salt. 

The  condition  of  the  roads,  inaccessible  for  the  most  part  to  wheel 
carriages,  with  rapid  rivers,  navigated  generally  by  canoes,  makes  trans- 
portation so  dear,  that  with  the  high  price  created  by  the  government 
monopoly,  salt,  says  Dr.  Gibson,  in  a  late  communication  to  the  Ameri- 
can Journal  of  Science  and  Arts,  is  much  economized.  Strangers  find 
themselves  obliged  to  carry  a  lump  of  salt  with  their  baggage,  to  add  to 
the  usual  very  scanty  seasoning  with  it  in  cooking.  A  salt  cellar,  con- 
tinues the  doctor,  is  by  no  means  thought  an  indispensable  part  of  the 
table  equipage,  and  in  many  instances  it  will  be  in  vain  called  for.  A 
North  American  vessel  was  found  at  Buenaventura,  on  the  Pacific,  with 
salt  brought  t>om  the  Sandwich  Islands  ;  this,  inclosed  in  hides,  was  con- 
veyed up  the  rapid  rivers  into  the  interior,  although  by  nature  so  amply 
supplied  with  it. 

A  Spanish  physician  of  reputation  at  Bogota,  assured  Dr.  Gibson 
that  dogs  and  cats  were  occasionally  subject  to  goitre,  and  that  he  had 
seen  instances  in  both,  although  he  was  not  aware  that  it  prevailed  in  any 
other  domestic  animals.  Whether  some  clue  to  its  origin  and  causes 
may  be  discovered  by  the  fact  that  those  animals  which  feed  upon  the  of- 
fals of  our  table  are  alone  affected  by  that  peculiar  disease,  remains  yet 
to  be  ascertained.  Whatever  may  be  thought,  continues  the  writer,  up- 
on the  subject  of  the  use  of  salt  (habitually,  wc  suppose  he  would  be 
understood ',  there  appears  to  have  been,  from  ancient  date,  very  decided 
opinions  upon  the  utility  of  the  general  use  of  this  important  article, 
which  is  craved  with  great  ardor  by   many   animals.     It  is  a  well-known 
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token  of  hospitality  and  confidence  among  the  Arabs,  and  the  ancient 
Hebrew  moral  law  enjoins  its  employment  as  a  point  of  religious  as 
well  as  of  physical  propriety. 

The  determination  of  the  wild  animals  of  the  West  to  gratify  a  crav- 
ing appetite  for  salt,  and  particularly  the  buffaloes,  constitutes  a  remarka- 
ble feature  in  the  natural  history  of  primitive  America.  Salt  licks,  as 
they  were  called  by  the  hunters,  to  which  beaten  paths  led  from  great 
distances,  the  common  highway  of  all  kinds  of  forest  inhabitants  from 
immemorial  time,  are  not  yet  wholly  obliterated  by  the  upturning  disposi- 
tion of  man,  although  the  races,  of  which  they  are  faint  memorials,  if 
not  quite  extinct,  have  retreated  in  remnants  to  the  unexplored  regions  of 
the  great  West. 

All  the  true  thorough-going  dietetic  reformers  of  the  present  day — the 
loco  focos  in  culinary  philosophy — if  we  are  rightly  informed,  eschew 
salt  as  they  would  a  haunch  of  venison. 


Plates  of  the  Eije  and  Ear. — A  (ew  weeks  since,  reference  was  made 
to  an  importation  of  a  few  of  these  illustrations  by  Mr.  Curtis,  who  is 
designated  as  an  aurist.  We  have  reinspected  them,  fearing  that  we 
might,  perhaps,  have  been  too  much  in  a  hurry  at  the  time  of  the  former 
notice  ;  but,  after  all,  feel  constrained  to  repeat  the  remark  that  they 
are  not  any  better  than  those  of  other  authors.  The  subdivisions  of  dis- 
eases of  the  organs  of  sense  into  genera  and  orders,  so  far  as  the  study 
■of  the  plates  themselves  is  concerned,  is  very  well,  perhaps  deserving 
more  commendation  than  we  like  to  bestow  before  subjecting  the  whole 
to  a  third  analysis.  In  the  mean  time,  our  friend  Ticknor,  at  the  corner 
of  School  street,  who  is  abounding  just  at  this  juncture  in  a  fine  assort- 
ment of  medical  literature,  both  foreign  and  domestic,  will  be  quite  hap- 
py to  exhibit  Mr.  Curtis's  productions. 


The  Georgia  Medical  Society,  which  was  chartered  nearly  forty  years 
since,  but  which  for  several  years  suffered  by  neglect  to  such  a  degree 
that  their  charter  became  void,  has  recently  been  re-organized  and  re- 
chartered,  and  a  commendable  degree  of  zeal  seems  to  be  manifested 
among  its  members.  It  holds  its  meetings  on  the  first  Saturday  in  every 
month,  in  Savannah,  where  its  members  mostly  reside — corresponding 
nrjembers,  however,  residing  in  different  parts  of  the  State.  At  each  meet- 
ing an  essay  is  read  by  some  member  of  the  Society,  a  copy  of  which  is 
deposited  with  the  Secretary. 


Medical  College  of  Georgia. — At  the  Annual  Commencement  of  the 
Medical  College  of  Georgia,  held  on  Wednesday,  April  19th,  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine  was  conferred  upon  fourteen  graduates. 

We  are  happy  to  learn  that  at  a  meeting  of  its  Trustees,  it  was  con- 
templated to  create  two  new  professorships  ;  one,  of  the  institutes  of 
medicine  and  medical  jurisprudence,  and  the  other  of  physiology  and 
pathological  anatomy.  We  doubt  not  that  competent  gentlemen  will  re- 
ceive these  appointments,  which  will  increase  the  number  of  professors 
in  our  medical  college  to  eight. 

The  number  of  students  attending  the  lectures  in  this  institution  the 
past  season  was  47,  being  a  considerable  increase  over  that  of  any  Ibrm- 
er  period. — Southern  Med.  Jour. 
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To  CoRRESPONDE.NTS. — W.'s  remarks  on  the  treatment  of  insanity,  Dr.  Deane's 
case  of  congenital  fissure  of  tlie  palate,  and  Dr.  Savery's  case  of  caries  of  the 
bones,  are  on  file  for  publication. 

Died, — At  Paris,  Mr.  W.  B.  Sawyer,  an  American  medical  student. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Jnne  17,  24.     Males,  11 — Females,  13. 

Consumption,  3 — catarrh,  1 — dropsy  in  the  head,  2— dropsy,  1 — fits,  1 — suicide  by  hanging,  1 — 
delirium  tremens,  1 — smallpox,  1 — marasmus,  1 — typhus  fever,  1 — gangrene,  1 — old  age,  1 — infan- 
tile, 1— stillborn,  2. 


RETREAT   FOR  INVALIDS  AND   INSANE   IN   PEPPERELL. 

DR.  N.  CUTTER  respectfully  informs  his  friends  and  the  public,  that  having  completed  the  very 
extensive  and  important  improvements  to  his  establishment  which  he  has  for  some  time  contemplat- 
ed, he  is  now  prepared  to  receive  an  additional  number  of  patients.  Another  large  and  commodious 
building  has  just  been  erected,  more  particularly  for  the  occupation  of  invalids,  his  pleasure-grounds 
have  been  improved,  and  such  arrangements  made  as  to  secure  his  personal  attention  exclusively  to 
the  medical  treatniejit  of  his  patients.  .\ble  and  experienced  nurses  will  be  in  constant  attendance, 
and  every  exertion  made  to  render  the  establishment  agreeable  and  useful  to  those  who  may  be  un- 
der its  care.  3t — June  21 
Pepperell,  JTass.,  June  1,  1837. 

NEW  E.VGLAXD  JOURNAL  OF  .MEDICIXE  AND  SURGERY,  and  the  collateral  branches  of. 
Science,  conducted  by  a  number  of  Physicians — from  1812  to  1807,  16  vols,  half  bound.  This  valua- 
ble work  is  now  nearly  out  of  print.     One  set  for  sale,  at  a  low  price,  if  applied  for  soon,  to 

W.  D.  TICKNOR, 
June  21.  JHedical  Bookseller,  corner  of  Washington  and  School  Sts. 

NEW   MEDICAL  BOOKS- 

WILLTAM  D.  TICKSOR,  JFcdical  Bookseller,  corner  of  Washington  and  School  streets,  has  just 
received,  Surgical  Observations  oii  Tumors,  with.Cases  and  Operations;  illustrated  with  many  col- 
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INSANITY. 

fCommunicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  erroneous  principles  of  practice  so  general  in  this  disease,  call  for 
the  diffusion  of  information  on  the  subject  through  the  pages  of  the 
public  journals. 

From  the  writings  of  the  justly  celebrated  Dr.  Rush,  we  have  de- 
rived most  of  our  views  of  the  treatment  of  insanity.  They  are  in  the 
hands  of  almost  every  practitioner  in  the  country,  and  are  held  in  the 
high  estimation  to  which  their  merit  justly  entitles  them.  Yet  very 
few  New  England  physicians  subscribe  fully  to  his  views  of  bloodletting 
as  a  remedy.  They  neither  admit  the  correctness  of  his  indications, 
nor  accord  with  him  in  the  extent  to  which  the  remedy  should  be  car- 
ried, in  the  treatment  of  acute  diseases.  Very  few  physicians  have 
sufficient  practice  in  insanity  to  gain  much  experience,  or  to  form  just 
conceptions,  of  the  nature  of  the  excitement  which  is  exhibited  in  the 
ravings  of  the  maniac  ;  and  it  is  almost  exclusively  for  recent  cases  of 
violent  mania  that  the  general  practitioner  is  called  to  prescribe.  He 
generally  meets  his  patient  in  the  full  excitement  of  his  paroxysms, 
when  the  muscular  energies  have  been  brought  into  the  most  vigorous 
activity,  the  feeling  greatly  excited,  and  the  action  of  the  heart  made 
strong  and  violent  by  exertion.  Hence  the  almost  universal  opinion 
that  in  mania  there  is  inflammation,  which  must  be  treated  by  copious 
and  repeated  bleedings. 

It  is  to  correct  this  general  impression  that  the  views  of  eminent  medical 
men  are  occasionally  communicated  to  your  Journal.  Not  that  we  would 
proscribe  bleeding  in  mania,  but  that  its  value  as  a  remedy  may  be  duly 
estimated,  and  that  it  may  not  be  too  indiscriminately  prescribed,  or  be 
carried  too  far,  by  which  there  can  be  no  possible  doubt  much  mischief, 
that  is  irreparable,  has  been  done. 

The  following  language  of  Dr.  Prichard,  in  a  recent  work  on  insanity, 
will  show  the  estimation  in  which  he  held  this  remedy,  and  the  condition 
in  which  he  would  prescribe  it. 

"  From  the  fact  that  the  proximate  cause  of  madness  is  so  nearly 
allied  to  inflammation,  it  does  not  follow  with  certainty  that  the  disease 
is  to  be  cured  by  the  simple  use  of  antiphlogistic  remedies.  The  phy- 
sician who  would  proceed  to  treat  cases  of  madness  as  instances  of  sim- 
ple inflammation  of  the  brain — who  would  expect  to  cure  it  at  once, 
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like  any  other  local  inflammatory  disease,  by  the  direct  operation  of 
antiphlogistic  means — would  very  often  find  himself  greatly  disappointed. 
He  would  meet  with  many  cases  in  which  no  perceptible  benefit  arises 
from  bleedings  and  evacuations  of  all  kinds,  generally  or  locally  ap- 
plied, and  combined  with  the  whole  series  of  remedies,  supposed  to  be 
required  by  the  existence  of  organic  inflammation.  Many  patients 
loould  sink  under  such  a  course  of  treatment ;  if  carried  on  incautious- 
ly, it  would  leave  the  disease  undiminished  and  exhaust  the  powers 
of  life." 

The  learned  author  might  with  great  truth  and  propriety  have  added 
— that  indiscriminate  and  copious  bleeding,  if  it  did  not  produce  fatal 
exhaustion  in  the  cases  which  be  describes,  would  sink  his  case  from  one 
of  raving  to  one  of  imbecility,  bordering  upon  dementia,  and  thus  greatly 
diminish  the  probabihty  of  a  cure.  But  it  is  generally  true  that  some 
little  time  after  copious  bleeding,  the  maniacal  paroxysms  become  more 
violent,  which  is  considered  proof  that  the  remedy  is  still  indicated  ; 
but  repetition  after  repetition  will  exhibit  the  same  result,  till  the  equili- 
brium of  the  circulation  is  so  disturbed  that  a  long  time  is  required  to 
restore  the  healthy  balance  ;  the  head  is  hot  and  the  extremities  are 
cold  ;  the  pulse  are  small  ;  the  capillary  system  inactive  ;  the  bowels 
sluggish  ;  the  nervous  system  alone  exhibits  indication  of  excitement, 
which  will  continue  to  increase  just  in  proportion  as  the  energies  of  life 
are  prostrated  by  active  depletion. 

I  once  prescribed  for  a  recent  case  of  insanity,  in  which  by  eighteen 
bleedings  the  patient  lost  thirty  pounds  of  blood  in  five  or  six  weeks. 
By  this  bold  and  active  course  of  depletion  no  benefit  whatever  was 
gained  ;  the  excitement  was  not  diminished,  the  vigilance  was  not  re- 
moved, nor  the  illusions  of  insanity  banished  from  the  mind.  The  pa- 
tient, a  vigorous  young  man,  was  by  this  course  made  pale  and  exangui- 
ous,  but  his  pulse  were  still  full  and  bounding  as  at  first.  A  different 
course  of  remedies  succeeded  in  removing  the  insanity,  but  the  mind 
received  a  shock  from  the  disease  or  the  remedies,  from  which  it  never 
wholly  recovered,  although  insanity  was  removed  in  six  months  and  has 
never  returned. 

Similar  cases  frequently  come  under  my  observation,  one  very  re- 
cently, which  was  a  case  of  dementia,  of  a  {esv  weeks  continuance. 
During  this  period,  the  patient,  a  young  man  of  24  years  of  age,  had 
been  freely  bled  four  times.  When  he  first  came  under  my  care,  his 
pulse  were  small  and  sluggish,  his  extremities  cold  and  purple,  his  physi- 
cal energies  prostrated,  so  that  he  would  stand  motionless  and  inactive 
for  a  long  time ;  the  powers  of  his  mind  were  no  less  prostrated  than 
those  of  the  body  ;  he  was,  in  fact,  in  a  state  of  complete  dementia,  to 
which  the  active  depletion  doubtless  greatly  contributed. 

A  case  of  recent  insanity,  in  wliich  active  depletion  was  prescribed  in 
the  early  period  of  the  disease,  lately  came  under  my  care.  The  pow- 
ers of  body  and  mind  were  entirely  prostrated,  so  much  so  that  the  pa- 
tient was  not  able  to  recognize  one  of  his  relatives,  nor  indeed  to  express 
an  idea  in  a  regular  sentence,  or  even  communicate  his  wants  for 
months  ;  and  he  gradually  sunk  down  with  marasmus,  and  died. 
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Drs.  Cullcn  and  Rush  are  the  most  respectable  advocates  of  blood- 
letting in  this  disease.  Dr.  Prichard  is  himself  in  favor  of  it  to  a  limited 
extent.  Dis.  Haslim  and  Burrows  object  to  general  bleeding,  but  ap- 
prove of  abstracting  blood  locally,  by  cupping  and  leeching.  They 
would  generally  confine  the  use  of  this  remedy  to  recent  cases  of  ple- 
thoric habits. 

Pinel  and  Esquirol,  and  many  other  respectable  writers  whose  expe- 
rience entitles  their  opinion  to  great  weight,  object  to  general  bleeding 
as  a  remedy  in  insanity.  The  learned  and  ingenious  Dr.  Todd,  Physi- 
cian to  the  Retreat  for  the  Insane  in  Hartford,  Con.,  rarely  abstracted 
blood  in  any  manner  from,  persons  afflicted  with  insanity.  Few  men 
can  boast  of  such  success  as  he  had  in  recent  cases.  It  was  the  opinion 
of  this  eminent  practitioner  that  insanity  was  rarely  benefited  by  evacua- 
tions of  any  kind.  Esquirol  observes  that  he  has  seen  madness  in- 
creased after  an  abundant  flow  of  catamenia,  and  likewise  after  two  or 
three  bloodlettings.  "  In  such  cases  melancholy  dejection  has  passed 
into  furious  madness."  He  approves,  however,  of  bleeding  in  plethoric 
habits,  and  when  some  habitual  evacuation  has  been  suppressed. 

Dr.  Shute,  of  the  Gloucester  Lunatic  Asylum,  prescribes  neither 
bleeding,  leeches,  cupping,  blisters,  or  drastic  purges,  "  and  yet,"  Dr. 
Prichard  observes,  "  among  the  patients  admitted  to  this  hospital,  a 
large  proportion  of  recoveries  take  place,  and  no  cases  of  sudden  apo- 
plexy or  hemiplegia  have  yet  happened." 

Other  and  safer  modes  of  diminishing  and  equalizing  excitement  are 
in  common  use,  and  receive  the  unqualified  approbation  of  Dr.  Prichard 
and  other  eminent  practitioners.  Of  these,  the  application  of  cold  to 
the  head  and  warmth  to  the  feet  is  decidely  beneficial.  The  shower 
bath  and  tepid  bathing,  and  the  use  of  laxative  medicines  to  keep  up  a 
regular  action  of  the  bowels,  are  generally  approved  when  judiciously 
prescribed.  Antimonials  are  differently  appreciated.  Some  eminent 
practitioners  approve  of  them,  while  others  discard  them.  Narcotics 
are  extensively  used  in  the  institutions  of  New  England.  Dr.  Todd 
thought  very  favorably  of  them,  particularly  of  opium,  stramonium,  hy- 
osciamus  and  conium,  and  used  them  more  extensively,  probably,  than 
they  had  ever  previously  been  used  in  this  country  or  Europe.  He 
was  very  successful  in  the  use  of  the  conium  in  all  cases,  chronic  and 
acute,  when  the  glandular  system  was  much  affected,  and  where  the 
secretions  were  vitiated,  which  is  frequently  the  condition  of  the  insane. 
Digitalis  has  received  high  commendations  from  some  experienced  in- 
dividuals ;  others  have  been  disappointed  of  the  good  effects  which  they 
had  expected  from  so  active  a  narcotic.  Dr.  Johnson  speaks  favorably 
of  hyosciamus,  and  thinks  little  of  stramonium  and  belladonna.  Prussic 
acid  and  nux  vomica  may  yet  be  found  valuable  remedies  in  some  forms 
of  maniacal  excitement ;  though  they  have  not  as  yet  been  used  to  any 
considerable  extent. 

Opium,  says  Dr.  Prichard,  is  far  from  being  a  remedy  generally  ad- 
missible in  cases  of  insanity  ;  yet  there  are  instances  in  which  it  is  decid- 
edly useful.  Very  contradictory  accounts  are  given  of  the  effects  of 
opium  in  mania.     Its  very  extraordinary  effects  in   some  cases  show  lis 
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power  of  controlling  excitement  in  some  forms  of  this  disease.  Used 
with  discrimination,  it  doubtless  possesses  great  power  in  mania.  Where 
the  excitement  is  purely  nervous,  it  controls  it,  in  many  instances,  in  a 
most  surprising  manner.  Dr.  Burrows  gives  opium  in  doses  of  five 
grains,  and  repeats  smaller  doses  frequently  till  its  influence  is  fully  felt. 
Van  Svvieten  2;ave  fifteen  grains  at  a  dose.  Dr.  Binns,  of  Liverpool, 
gave  two  scruples,  and  another  scruple  afterwards,  and  it  is  said  restored 
the  patient  inunediately.  Dr.  Currie  gave  400  drops  of  laudanum  to  a 
maniac  in  the  greatest  possible  furor,  wliich  acted  like  a  miracle,  for  in  a 
few  hours  the  patient  became  calm  and  rational.  M.  Dupuytren  gave 
opium  by  enema  in  mania.  Dr.  Sims  gave,  in  a  case  related  by  Dr. 
Burrows,  to  a  delicate  lady,  two  hundred  and  fifty-seven  drops  of  Bat- 
tley's  solution  of  opiimi  in  twenty  hours — probably  equal  to  from  550  to 
600  drops  of  laudanum. 

No  remedy  has  probably  produced  more  surprising  effects  in  maniacal 
excitement,  than  opium  ;  and  yet  if  used  indiscriminately,  or  without 
some  preparation,  in  the  early  period  of  recent  disease,  it  would  be 
dangerous  in  the  extreme,  particularly  as  little  advantage  is  gained  from 
it  in  moderate  doses,  and  large  doses  may  do  much  mischief  if  inju- 
diciously administered. 

Calomel,  combined  with  opium,  in  recent  cases  of  insanity,  often 
qualifies  its  action  so  as  to  insure  favorable  results  from  it,  where  it 
might  h(.\  injurious  if  given  alone.  Calomel  alone,  or  in  this  combina- 
tion, often  proves  beneficial,  if  the  secretions  are  diminished  or  vitiated. 
On  the  subject  of  diet  for  the  insane,  the  views  of  the  public  are  no 
less  erroneous  than  respecting  medication.  The  diet  of  the  maniac 
should  be  generous  and  liberal,  as  a  general  rule,  and,  so  far  as  my  ex- 
perience goes,  should  never  be  abstemious  or  extremely  simple.  The 
excitement  under  which  he  labors  exhausts  the  principles  of  life  with 
great  rapidity  ;  hence  the  constant  demand  for  food,  in  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  insane,  and  the  desire  of  stimulants  so  common  with  all,  even 
those  who  are  rigidly  temperate  during  health.  If  this  want  is  but  par- 
tially supplied,  the  patient  will  be  in  perpetual  irritation,  uneasy,  restless, 
and  unhappy.  With  a  full  and  generous  diet,  he  will  be  quiet  and  con- 
tented, if  this  irritation  is  not  quieted,  the  patient  cannot  be  benefited 
by  medical  or  moral  treatment.  The  confidence  cannot  be  gained 
till  he  is  satisfied  of  the  favorable  intentions  of  those  who  hold  him  in 
charge.  Of  this  he  will  not  be  satisfied  while  he  suffers  from  hunger  or 
the  irritation  which  arises  from  paucity  or  poverty  of  diet. 

Great  changes  in  diet  cannot  be  suddenly  made  in  health  with  im- 
punity, and  especially  when  the  system  is  subject  to  unusual  causes  of 
exhaustion.  If  the  vital  principle  of  the  stomach  is  not  met  by  cor- 
responding stimulants,  so  as  to  balance  it,  this  principle  accumulates  and 
the  actions  become  diseased.  This  fact  is  too  little  regarded  in  dietet- 
ics. The  same  is  true  of  other  organs  and  of  the  whole  system.  If 
the  excitability  of  the  organs  thus  accumulates,  the  quantity  of  stimulants 
that  they  have  been  accustomed  to  receive  will  excite  unhealthy  ac- 
tions, and  pain  and  disease  will  follow.  The  eye  bears  the  light  of  day 
with  pleasure ;   it  is  accustomed  to  bear  it,  and  no  inconvenience  is  felt 
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while  it  is  daily  subjected  to  the  stimulus  of  light.  Place  a  person  in  a 
dark  room  for  a  day  or  two,  and  then  expose  him  to  the  light  which  has 
before  been  so  agreeable,  and  the  eye  is  rendered  insupporiably  painful 
and  becomes  at  once  diseased,  if  it  is  not  withdrawn.  The  same  is  true 
of  the  stomach.  The  seaman  that  is  in  good  health,  who  is  put  upon 
an  allowance  of  food  for  so;ne  days,  or  weeks,  from  scarcity  of  stores, 
cannot,  on  being  supplied,  take  half  his  accustomed  meal,  without  immi- 
nent danger.  The  celebrated  Dr.  Rush,  during  the  prevalence  of  the 
yellow  fever  in  Philadelphia,  in  1793,  adopted  such  a  course  of  absti- 
nence, and  consequently  produced  such  a  state  of  irritability  of  his 
stomach  and  general  system,  that  he  declares  that  a  teaspoonful  of  wine 
received  into  his  mouth,  and  not  swallowed,  excited  him  more  than  a 
glassful  drank  under  ordinary  circumstances. 

I  was  consulted  some  time  since  by  a  gentleman,  who,  by  dyspepsia 
and  neuralgia,  had  become  extremely  reduced,  and  excessively  irritable. 
His  pain  was  insupportable,  and  he  was  feeble  in  body  and  mind.  I  as- 
certained that  food  distressed  him  exceedingly,  and  he  bad  reduced 
the  quantity  and  quality  of  his  aliment  so  as  to  afford  him  a  bare  sub- 
sistence. He  had  taken  no  animal  food  for  three  years,  and  used  no 
condiments.  He  informed  me  that  the  most  trifling  quantity  of  meat, 
taken  into  the  stomach,  would  produce  the  excitement  of  a  full  meal 
formerly,  and  gave  him  very  unpleasant  sensations.  I  prescribed  ani- 
mal diet,  tonics  and  narcotics,  to  be  cautiously  commenced,  but  to  be 
persevered  in  till  his  diet  should  have  a  full  proportion  of  meat,  and  di- 
rected some  wine  with  his  dinner.  The  neuralgia  was  almost  immedi- 
ately mitigated,  and  finally  nearly  or  quite  left  him  ;  his  dyspepsia  was 
much  better,  and  he  gained  strength  and  spirits  rapidly.  He  has  since 
crossed  the  Atlantic  twice  on  business,  and  is  in  very  comfortable  health 
— feeling  no  disposition  to  return  to  his  former  mode  of  living. 

A  young  gentleman  who  had  just  graduated  from  one  of  the  New 
England  colleges,  consulted  me  for  dyspepsia,  and  a  most  distressing 
nervous  irritability,  by  which  he  was  reduced  to  extreme  suffering  and 
great  debility.  His  diet  had  been  reduced  from  one  substance  to  anoth- 
er, till  he  confined  himself  to  wheat  gruel  and  bread.  In  this  situation  I 
saw  him.  1  advised  him  to  commence  animal  food  cautiously,  till  he 
could  make  it  a  full  share  of  his  diet;  gave  him  iron,  with  a  laxative, 
and  a  little  wine  or  brandy  with  his  dinner.  He  immediately  improved, 
in  three  months  was  well,  and  at  the  end  of  a  year  had  gained  forty 
pounds  of  flesh  and  appeared  in  robust  health  and  fine  spirits. 

I  have  seen  many  insane  persons  with  excessive  irritability,  which 
was  constantly  expended  in  noise  and  violence,  in  tearing  of  apparel 
and  bedding,  become  calm,  tractable,  and  good  humored,  by  a  change 
from  spare  to  full  diet,  and  from  depletion  and  antiphlogistic  remedies  to 
a  narcotic  and  tonic  course.  An  insane  lady  recently  came  under  my 
care  who  was  exceedingly  irritable  and  ill  natured.  She  had  for  some 
weeks  been  filthy  in  the  extreme,  and  was  noisy  and  vulgar.  She  was 
under  a  course  of  antiphlogistic  remedies,  and  on  a  spare  and  low  diet 
for  some  months.  The  course  was  immediately  changed.  She  took 
tonics  and  narcotics,  and  a  full  and  generous  diet.     In  a   very  few  days 
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she  was  calm,  cleanly,  and  pleasant,  perfectly  satisfied  with  her  situation, 
and  grateful  for  all  favors.  She  slept  quietly,  gained  flesh,  and  in  six 
weeks  was  perfectly  restored. 

A  hale,  robust  man,  of  abstemious  habits  and  very  laborious,  was 
attacked,  after  an  unusual  mental  effort  of  some  days  continuance,  with 
mania  ferox.  His  violence  was  extreme ;  he  was  entirely  uncon- 
scious where  he  was,  or  what  was  done  for  him,  and  who  administered 
to  his  wants.  He  was  repeatedly  bled  largely,  took  drastic  cathartics, 
and  the  most  rigid  diet.  When  he  came  under  my  care,  after  being  in 
this  condition  a  month,  his  appearance  was  haggard,  emaciated,  pale 
and  bloodless — his  extremities  cold,  and  the  surface  of  his  body  covered 
with  sores,  the  effect  of  his  violence.  He  was  dangerous  to  approach, 
as  his  fury  extended  alike  to  all  who  came  in  his  way.  He  was  placed 
under  a  directly  opposite  mode  of  treatment.  Tonics  and  narcotics, with 
wine,  were  administered  with  a  liberal  hand.  His  diet  was  animal  food, 
bread,  tea,  coffee,  and  vegetables,  with  fruits.  He  ate  freely,  and  was 
always  hungry.  In  ten  days  he  was  calm  and  rational,  his  feelings  com- 
posed and  tranquil,  his  sleep  quiet  and  refreshing.  His  recovery  was  sur- 
prisingly rapid.  In  four  weeks  his  insanity  was  gone,  and  he  had  no  re- 
mains of  disease  but  the  effects  of  the  vigorous  reduction  to  which  he 
was  in  the  first  instance  subjected. 

Cases  of  this  description  are  almost  daily  coming  under  my  observa- 
tion, and  the  result  of  the  treatment  has  taught  me  an  important  practi- 
cal lesson  in  insanity — not  to  mistake  excessive  nervous  action  for  in- 
jiammation,  nor  he  led  to  consider  the  great  muscular  power  of  the 
maniac  any  pi-oof  of  the  strength  and  vigor  which  requires  active  de- 
pletion. W. 

June,  1837. 


CORROBORATIVE    TESTIMONY  IN  FAVOR   OF   LARGE   DOSES  OF 
OPIUM    IN    RHEUMATISM. 

[Communicated  for  the    Boston   Medical  and   Surgical   Journal.] 

As  we  are  often  at  a  loss,  when  any  new  medicine  or  new  treatment  of 
any  particular  disorder  is  recommended,  whether  to  employ  it  or  not, 
being  very  often  disappointed  in  such  cases,  it  is  highly  important  that 
all  the  evidence  for  or  against  such  medicine  or  treatment  should  be 
communicated.  One  or  two  or  half  a  dozen  successful  terminations  of 
a  disorder,  do  not  always  establish  the  fact  that  the  treatment  made  use 
of  in  such  disorder  was  the  most  judicious. 

These  ideas  suggested  themselves  by  reading  Dr.  Webb's  highly 
valuable  Prize  Dissertation  upon  Rheumatism,  and  afterwards  compar- 
ing his  views  in  regard  to  its  cure  with  my  own  experience.  Having 
been  very  friendly  to  the  use  of  opium,  either  alone  or  in  combination 
with  other  medicine,  as  a  remedial  agent  in  many  complaints,  it  oc- 
curred to  my  mind  that  it  would  be  a  proper  remedy  in  rheumatism,  and 
I  long  ago  made  use  of  it  in  that  disorder. 

The  first  time  I  employed  it  to  a  sufficient  extent  to  satisfy  myself  of 
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its  superior  qualities  in  such  a  complaint,  was  in  the  month  of  June, 
18-23,  in  the  case  of  S.  C,  of  C,  N.  H.  When  I  first  saw  him  he 
was  affected  with  considerable  thirst,  dry  and  hot  skin,  quick  and  strong 
pulse,  swelled  joints  in  the  lower  extremities,  with  redness  and  ten- 
derness in  some  parts  of  them,  and  extreme  pain.  The  redness  and 
tenderness,  togetlier  with  an  inability  to  move  without  increasing  the 
pain,  induced  me  to  pronounce  it  acute  rheumatism, 

I  took  from  his  arm  twenty-six  ounces  of  blood,  had  him  so  situated 
in  bed  as  to  favor  a  gentle  and  long-continued  diaphoresis,  and  adminis- 
tered a  powder  of  opii.  grs.  ii.  gum.  camph.  pulvis  ipecacuan.  aa  gr.  i. 
every  four  hours.  In  a  little  while  the  skin  was  soft,  its  heat  moderated, 
and  gentle  sweating  produced,  continuing  until  the  cure  was  effected, 
which,  by  keeping  uj)  the  opium  practice,  was  accomplished  in  four  or 
five  days.  The  same  pleasurable  sensations  spoken  of  by  Dr.  Webb 
were  experienced  to  a  remarkable  degree.  I  did  not  confine  my- 
self to  exactly  two  grains  of  opium  during  the  whole  lime,  but  varied  a 
little,  giving  sometimes  more  and  sometimes  less,  according  to  circum- 
stances. My  object  was  to  keep  him  under  the  influence  of  opium  to 
as  high  a  degree  as  he  would  bear. 

The  next  patient  that  was  treated  in  this  way.  which  I  shall  mention, 
was  J.  F.,  of  T.  It  was  much  such  a  case  as  the  former,  only  there 
was  more  febrile  affection.  I  have  selected  this  case  mostly  because 
before,  and  at  the  time  my  services  were  called  for,  he  was  so  preju- 
diced against  opium  as  to  be  unwilling,  knowingly,  to  take  it,  or  have  it 
used  in  his  family.  On  this  account  I  had  to  give  it  to  him  without  his 
knowledge.  The  treatment,  excepting  that  the  opium  was  given  in  larger 
doses,  was  exactly  the  same  as  in  the  preceding  case.  He  had  taken  it 
but  a  short  time  ere  he  began  to  receive  so  much  benefit  from  it,  and 
experience  such  pleasurable  sensations,  that  he  was  very  earnest  to 
have  me  tell  him  what  he  had  been  taking.  I  hesitated  at  first,  but  on 
his  promising  not  to  be  displeased,  I  told  him  it  was  opiym.  "  Well," 
said  he,  "  if  opium  has  done  this,  I  will  never  set  up  my  will  against  it 
again."  By  its  curing  him  so  suddenly,  and  leaving  him  much  more 
healthy  afterwards,  when  in  former  instances  he  had  been  sick  three 
times  as  long,  he  could  not  cease  to  mention  how  much  his  opinion 
had  changed  in  regard  to  it. 

The  case,  treated  in  this  way,  which  has  left  the  next  strongest  impres- 
sion upon  my  mind,  was  that  of  a  young  lady,  Miss.  M.  E.,  of  T.  The 
swelling,  pain,  and  redness,  were  more  changeable  from  one  place  to 
another  in  this,  than  in  the  former  cases.  The  joint  or  limb  that  was 
swollen  would  be  twice  as  large  as  that  which  was  not.  Sometimes  the 
upper  extremities  would  be  most  affected,  and  sometimes  the  lower. 
Sometimes  the  disease  would  be  most  severe  upon  one  side,  and  some- 
times upon  the  other.  No  part  would  be  entirely  free  from  the  affec- 
tion. Besides  the  swelling  and  pain,  there  was  such  a  soreness  upon 
all  the  joints  and  over  the  whole  body,  that  not  even  a  finger  could  be 
moved  without  a  screech.  I  bled  her  three  times,  taking  a  pint  each 
time.  After  the  third  bleeding,  the  remedial  effect  of  the  opium  was 
more  apparent  than  before.     The  diaphoresis  was  more  regular,  the 
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swelling  more  reduced,  the  pain   and   soreness  more   mitigated,  and  the 
pleasurable  sensations  more  observable. 

In  all  these  cases,  the  diaphoresis  and  the  pleasurable  sensations  from 
the  opium,  after  it  had  taken  effect,  were  pretty  much  alike.  In  all 
the  cases,  the  treatment  in  every  respect  was  so  satisfactory,  that  the 
patients  could  not  help  speaking  of  it  at  the  time  and  for  a  long  time 
afterwards.  From  the  happy  and  satisfactory  termination  oi  these 
cases,  I  was  so  applauded,  though  I  speak  not  of  it  from  vanity,  but  to 
show  the  effect  of  the  medicine,  that  hundreds  of  patients,  not  affected 
with  rheumatism,  put  themselves  under  my  care,  who  would  probably 
have  sought  for  aid  from  a  different  source,  had  it  not  been  for  this. 

Two  other  cases  present  themselves  to  my  recollection,  which  I 
should  be  glad  to  speak  of,  but  as  an  account  of  them  would  extend  my 
article  to  too  great  a  length,  I  shall  defer  them  until  another  opportunity. 

I  stated  at  the  commencement  of  this  piece,  that  I  was  always  favor- 
ably disposed  towards  opium  as  a  curative  agent  in  many  disorders. 
This  was  not  the  only  thing  that  induced  me  to  make  use  of  it  in  rheu- 
matism. I  had  a  decayed  tooth,  which,  on  account  of  its  being  so 
firmly  set  in  my  jaw,  could  not  be  extracted.  The  pain  I  suffered  from 
it  was  beyond  endurance.  I  had  been  troubled  with  it  more  or  less 
every  day  for  a  month.  At  length  it  commenced,  one  summer  evening, 
just  I  was  retiring  to  rest,  more  agonizng  and  more  excruciating  than  1 
had  ever  experienced  it  before.  1  flung  myself  upon  my  bed,  but  could 
get  no  rest.  I  got  up  and  walked  the  room,  but  it  really  seemed  that 
if  any  body  ever  died  with  the  toothache,  I  should.  I  furnished  myself 
with  a  piece  of  opium,  and  bit  off  a  piece  as  big  as  a  pea,  but  it  did  no 
good.  In  half  an  hour  1  swallowed  as  much  as  I  did  before,  but  with 
no  better  success.  The  pain  continued  all  night ;  I  continued  walking 
and  screeching,  and  now  and  then,  without  much  consideration,  biting 
off  and  swallowing  a  piece  of  opium.  I  experienced  no  more  effect 
from  it,  until  daylight  appeared,  than  from  a  piece  of  chalk,  and  then  the 
toothache  stopped  and  the  opium  began  to  operate.  It  had  so  much 
effect  upon  me  then,  that  I  called  a  number  of  persons  and  charged 
them  strictly,  besides  doing  some  other  things,  to  keep  me  from  going  to 
sleep.  Bv  spatting,  rubbing,  and  shaking  me,  and  continually  talking  to 
me,  they  prevented  me  from  falling  into  what  would  very  likely  have 
been  the  sleep  of  death.  At  length,  from  some  appropriate  medicine 
which  I  had  taken,  I  commenced  vomiting,  when  such  a  change  was 
produced  in  my  feelings,  that  I  experienced  no  longer  the  bad  effect  of 
the  opium.  During  that  and  the  next  day,  I  was  the  happiest  creature 
that  ever  was.  Nothing  troubled  me,  everything  appeared  to  look  de- 
lightsome, and  I  had  not  a  moment's  pain  with  the  toothache  for  two 
years,  though  I  had  not  been  free  from  it  a  month  at  a  time  for  two 
years  before.  This,  and  one  other  circumstance  which  1  intend  to  men- 
tion at  another  time,  suggested  to  me  the  benefit  that  might  probably  be 
derived  from  large  doses  of  opium  in  rheumatism. 

Boston,  May,  1837.  Samuel  Fish. 
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CONGENITAL   FISSURES   OF   THE    PALATE. 

[CoiiKiuiiiicated  for  the  Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal.] 

It  is  remarkable  that  until  lately  surgeons  have  never  achieved  the 
union  of  the  congenital  fissures  of  the  palate  by  an  operation.  Defec- 
tive conformation  of  this  membrane  is  a  perpetual  source  of  embarrass- 
ment. It  interrupts  deglutition,  renders  enunciation  unintelligible,  and 
disqualifies  the  individual  for  the  active  pursuits  of  life.  When  we  con- 
sider these  results  of  incapacity,  together  with  the  feasibility  of  the 
operation,  we  are  astonished  it  was  never  attempted  until  1816.  when  the 
fissure  was  first  united  by  Prof.  Graefe,  in  Germany.  In  1819,  M. 
Roux  performed  it  in  Paris,  upon  Dr.  Stevenson,  a  young  American 
physician,  and  subsequently  upon  many  others,  so  that,  as  Velpeau 
says,  persons  from  all  parts  came  to  Paris  to  witness  the  performance  of 
staphi/loraphi/,  which  soon  took  rank  among  the  delicate,  but  regular 
operations  of  surgery.  Stevenson  made  known  his  cure  in  London,  in 
a  thesis  defended  in  1821,  and  in  the  year  following  it  was  accomplish- 
ed for  the  first  time  in  England  by  Mr.  Alcock,  and  not  long  after  in 
America  by  Dr.  Warren,  of  Boston,  and  Drs.  Hosack  and  Stevens  in 
New  York. 

My  attention  was  first  attracted  to  a  case  of  this  nature  by  the  parents 
of  a  child  four  years  old.  But  its  extreme  youth,  the  extent  of  the  fis- 
sure, the  irritability  of  the  parts  involved  in  its  formation,  made  me 
abandon  the  idea  of  an  operation  that  requires  for  its  success  the  un- 
flinching spirit  of  maturer  years.  Recently,  however,  I  have  performed 
it  upon  a  young  gentleman  in  whom  the  natural  division  extended 
through  the  uvula  and  velum  to  the  bones  of  the  palatine  vault.  The 
fissure  assumed  a  triangular  shape,  but  when  its  floating  edges  were  irri- 
tated, all  remains  of  a  palate  were  obliterated  by  violent  contractions. 
Its  length  was  nearly  two  inches  in  the  median  line  ;  its  breadth,  at  the 
basis,  an  inch  and  a  half,  and  at  its  attachment  with  the  bones  it  termi- 
nated in  a  semicircular  form.  By  subjecting  the  throat  to  the  frequent 
contact  of  foreign  bodies,  the  involuntary  movements  in  a  few  weeks 
became  diminished.  This  preliminary  step  is  almost  indispensable ; 
still  no  precaution  can  overcome  these  convulsions,  nor  check  the  pro- 
fuse secretions  which  are  poured  from  the  glands  and  mucous  surfaces  of 
the  mouth  when  the  ligatures  are  inserted  and  the  excisions  made. 
These  secretions  fill  the  mouth  with  great  rapidity,  and  of  necessity  ren- 
der the  steps  of  the  operation  slow  and  tedious. 

Staphyloraphy  requires  but  few  instruments  for  its  performance,  and 
those  which  ingenuity  suggests  will  answer.  I  conveyed  the  needle  be- 
hind the  membranous  curtain,  and  transfixed  it  forwards,  with  a  jewel- 
ler's pin  vice.  This  instrument  en)braces  the  needle  firmly,  and  is 
easily  disengaged  from  it  by  slipping  the  ring  with  the  fore  finger,  while 
the  needle  may  be  drawn  out  with  a  pair  of  dressing  forceps.  The 
ligatures  were  a  yard  in  length,  composed  of  four  or  five  threads  of 
sewing  silk,  and  armed  with  short  needles  bent  to  resemble  a  small  fish 
hook.  After  the  ligatures  were  introduced,  their  extremities  were 
loosely  tied  behind   the  neck  to  prevent   them  from  being  confounded 
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with  each  other.     They   were  inserted  at   a  firm  depth  and  at  uniform 
jioints  of  contact. 

Another  delicate  step  is  to  make  the  excisions.  The  difficulty  con- 
sists in  fixing  the  loose  edges  of  the  fissure  while  the  scarifications  are  per- 
formed in  a  deep  and  narrow  cavity.  To  surmount  these  obstacles  I  con- 
trived an  instrument  resembling  a  pair  of  forceps  bent  in  an  obtuse  angle 
at  the  pivot,  the  beaks  of  which  were  terminated  by  transverse  slips  an 
inch  in  length,  which  closed  firmly  when  the  handles  were  pressed  together. 
It  was  held  with  the  left  hand,  and  included  just  so  much  of  the  edge  of 
the  fissure  as  was  necessary  to  be  removed,  which  was  done  with  a 
scalpel  with  surprising  facility.  Where  the  division  approached  the 
palatine  bones,  it  did  not  require  to  be  fixed,  but  resisted  the  knife  by 
the  strength  of  its  adJiesions. 

I  encountered  no  trouble  in  tying  the  ligatures  with  my  fingers,  which 
at  once  restored  the  palate  to  Its  natural  expansion.  The  anterior  liga- 
ture gave  way  the  second  day,  leaving  an  aperture  of  the  size  of  a  six 
cent  piece.  Owing  to  the  tension  at  this  point  I  was  obliged  to  repeat 
this  ligature  several  times,  and  to  detach  the  firm  membrane  from  the 
bone  by  making  punctures  through  it  with  a  lancet.  There  is  yet  a  tri- 
fling orifice,  which  will  require  a  few  applications  of  the  cautery,  but 
with  this  exception  the  palate  is  true  to  nature,  even  to  the  extremity 
of  the  uvula.  It  is  perfect,  and  the  result  already  is  truly  gratifying. 
The  voice  is  greatly  improved,  is  becoming  daily  more  flexible,  and  will, 
I  doubt  not,  be  fully  restored.  I  used  no  mechanical  means  to  prevent 
the  jaws  from  closing  or  to  keep  down  the  tongue,  for  the  resolution  of 
my  patient  rendered  this  measure  unnecessary. 

This  operation  cannot  be  praticable  in  young  children,  for  the  volun 
tary  submission  of  the  individual  is  essential  to  its  success.  It  requires 
the  energetic  exercise  of  fortitude  to  suppress  the  propensity  to  cough 
and  resist  the  burning  thirst  that  accompanies  the  adhesive  stage  of 
union.  My  patient  refrained  from  swallowing  for  two  days  ;  and  until 
the  ligatures  were  removed,  which  was  on  the  fifth  and  sixth  days,  he 
took  only  fluids  in  small  quantity. 

Last  year  I  witnessed  the  union  of  a  finger  which  had  been  separated 
more  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  A  young  man  had  two  of  these  mem- 
bers cut  off  by  a  straw-cutter,  the  knife  of  which  passed  obliquely 
through  the  second  phalangeal  bone  of  the  first  finger,  and  the  third  of 
the  second.  When  I  came  to  dress  the  stumps  and  saw  how  clean  a 
cut  had  been  made,  1  proposed  to  bind  on  the  severed  part,  which  was 
conceived  to  be  a  great  absurdity  by  the  patient  and  bystanders. 
However,  they  were  sent  for,  and  found  among  the  chaff,  cold  and  pale. 
I  immersed  them  a  little  while  in  warm  water,  and  confined  them  upon 
the  stumps  with  stitches  and  adhesive  straps.  The  next  day  I  was  de- 
lighted to  see  the  thermometer  rise  rapidly  when  the  bulb  was  placed 
upon  the  dressings  at  the  tips  af  the  divided  fingers.  When  the  dress- 
ings were  removed,  I  had  the  pleasure  to  find  the  second  finger  com- 
pletely united,  retaining,  if  I  remember  right,  the  nail.  The  other 
united  partially,  and  during  ten  days  I  was  in  both  hope  and  doubt. 
Living  action  resulted  to  a  feeble  extent,  but  finally  ceased,  and  I  was 
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reluctantly  compelled  to  remove  the  mass  which  had  become  gangren- 
ous. I  am  persuaded  that  when  fingers  and  toes  are  struck  off,  their 
reunion  will  be  almost  certain,  provided  they  are  placed  on  while  yet 
warm,  and  kept  firm  for  a  few  days.  It  is  well  known,  that  holding  by 
the  slightest  shred  of  integument,  these  members  will  unite ;  but  it  is 
questionable  whether  the  circulation  is  re-established  through  the  medium 
of  the  unsevered  part,  or  by  the  mouths  of  the  divided  vessels. 

Greenfield,  June,  1837.  James  Deane,  M.D. 
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EXTENSIVE    DISEASE    OF     IMPORTANT     VISCERA     IN    DIFEERENT    CAVITIES    OF    THE    BODY. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  subject  of  the  following  case  was  not  seen  by  the  writer,  until 
about  three  weeks  before  her  decease  :  her  history,  before  this  time, 
from  this  and  other  circumstances,  will  be  imperfect. 

Mrs.  P.,  aged  40,  having  never  borne  children,  subject  to  periodical 
headaches  and  to  dysmenorrhoea,  was  taken,  some  time  in  October  last, 
with  severe  pains  in  the  back  part  of  the  head  and  neck,  preceded  and 
attended  with  considerable  derangement  of  the  digestive  organs.  The 
menses  became  irregular  in  appearance  ;  the  left  breast,  and,  afterwards, 
the  glands  in  the  axilla,  enlarged  and  indurated.  The  right  side  of 
the  tongue  became  paralysed,  and  deglutition  extremely  difficult.  She 
began  to  complain,  at  the  time  I  first  saw  her,  of  a  continual  ringing  in 
her  left  ear ;  this  continued  until  death,  without  intermission,  increasing 
to  a  sound  jike  the  roaring  of  a  cataract,  during  the  paroxysms  to  which 
she  was  subject,  and  which  will  be  hereafter  noticed.  Countenance 
harsh,  sharpened,  and  betraying  continual  anxiety  ;  unable  to  lay  on 
either  side  without  difficulty  ;  sleeplessness  ;  pulse  varying  from  100  to 
130,  very  irregular ;  tongue  clean  at  its  tip,  chapped  and  coated  at  its 
base.  She  was  subject,  a  fortnight  before  death,  to  paroxysms,  similar 
to  those  occurring  in  angina  pectoris.  On  the  13th  of  May  last,  she 
died. 

Sectio  Cadaveris. — A  tumor,  of  the  size  of  a  robin's  egg,  was  found 
in  the  superior  and  posterior  portion  of  the  falx  major.  The  tunica 
arachnoides,  in  patches,  thickened  and  opaque.  Caries  of  the  sphenoid 
and  occipital  bones,  at  the  spheno-occipital  junction.  The  integuments, 
covering  the  upper  portion  of  the  sternum,  presented  the  same  irregular, 
hardened  feeling,  externally,  as  the  breast ;  and  on  being  divided,  a  dir- 
ty-grey, striated  mass  appeared,  interspersed  here  and  there  with  melan- 
otic patches.  Caries  of  the  sternum  ;  of  the  sternal  extremities  of  the 
clavicles  ;  of  the  first  rib  of  the  left,  and  of  the  four  superior  of  the 
right  side. 

Appearances  of  the  thoracic  viscera.  The  lungs  were  studded, 
throughout,  with  tubercles.  An  enlarged  lymphatic  ganglion  surrounded 
the  bronchia,  immediately  before  its  bifurcation.  About  three  pints  of  se- 
rum were  removed  from  the  cavity  of  the  chest.     On  opening  the  peri- 
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cardium,  a  considerable  quantity  of  fluid  escaped.  The  heart  was  en- 
larj;ed,  accompanied  with  fatty  degeneracy  and  softening  of  that  organ. 
Ossification  of  the  tricu3|)id  valves. 

Appearances  of  the  abdominal  viscera.  Enlargement  and  induration 
of  the  liver.  A  large  white  tubercle  was  imbedded  in  the  convex  sur- 
face of  its  middle  lobe.  Texture  of  the  spleen  firm,  resisting  the  edge 
of  the  knife  almost  like  cartilage. 

The  uterus  and  the  ovaries  were  scirrhous ;  and,  attached  to  the  left 
one  of  the  latter,  was  a  single  hydatid.  The  remaining  viscera  were 
apparently  healthy.  Chakles  A.   Savery,  M.D. 

Hopkinton,  N.  H.,  June  lith,  1837. 
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MALF0R3IATI0NS    AND    DISEASES    OF    THE    RECTUM    AND     ANUS. 

Immediately  after  announcing,  a  short  time  since,  the  death  of  George 
Bushe,  M.D.,  of  New  York,  JNlessrs.  French  &  Adiard,  publishers,  of 
that  city,  kindly  sent  us  a  treatise  with  the  above  title,  apparently  com- 
pleted just  before  the  author  was  numbered  with  the  silent  dead.  The 
circumstance  is  calculated  to  call  forth  a  train  of  melancholy  reflections. 
A  slight,  hasty  turning  over  of  the  leaves,  is  sufficient  to  convince  one, 
by  the  evident  accuracy  and  care  bestowed  upon  the  colored  drawings, 
that  a  man  of  genius  has  been  taken  from  the  world. 

Dr.  Bushe  was  born  near  Antrim,  in  Ireland,  and  had  been  a  resident 
of  ^ew  York  about  nine  years,  where  he  had  acquired,  says  our  cor- 
respondent, a  great  reputation  as  a  scientific  surgeon,  whose  place  in  the 
circle  in  which  it  was  his  happiness  to  move,  cannot  be  easily  filled. 
His  papers,  it  is  understood  have  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  Dr.  G. 
S.  Bedford,  to  be  published  for  the  benefit  of  a  bereaved  family.  The 
public,  therefore,  may  expect  a  faithful  biographical  sketch  of  a  gentle- 
man who  to  brilliant  attainments,  added  all  the  requisites  for  a  well- 
founded  celebrity,  had  Providence,  whose  ways  are  [inscrutable,  spared 
him  to  his  admiring  friends.  He  died  on  the  17th  of  May,  of  pulmon- 
ary consumption,  in  the  39th  year  of  his  age.  After  his  arrival  in  this 
country  be  occupied  the  chair  of  anatomy  in  Rutgers  INIedical  College, 
in  which  it  is  believed  he  continued  till  the  final  abandonment  of  that 
school  by  its  board  of  professors. 

The  treatise  in  question  is  an  octavo  of  299  pages,  accompanied  by  a 
quarto  series  of  nine  colored  plates,  denoting  the  unwearied  exertions  of 
Dr.  Bushe  in  trying  to  convey  accurate  information  to  the  reader  on  an 
obscure  seat  of  disease.  The  plates  are  true  to  life,  giving  really  pain- 
ful representations  of  the  appearances  of  the  rectum  and  anus  when  in- 
flamed and  distorted  by  various  morbid  changes. 

Following  the  anatomy  of  the  rectum,  the  functions'^cf  that  portion  of 
the  intestinal  tube  are  considered.     Next,  malformations,  the  presence  of 
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foreign  bodies  in  it,  lacerations,  inflammations,  and  excoriations,  are  par- 
ticularized. Diseased  action,  from  the  application  of  gonorrhoea!  matter, 
is  carefully  investigated.  Fissures  of  the  anus,  neuralgia  of  the  rectum, 
spasmodic  contractions  of  the  sphincter  ani,  ulcerations,  hoBmorrhoidal 
affections,  enlargements  of  the  hpemorrhoidal  veins,  prolapsus  of  the 
rectum,  relaxation  of  the  anus,  excrescences,  polypi,  abscesses,  fistula, 
carcinomatous  degeneration  of  the  rectum,  besides  an  infinitude  of  other 
collateral  subjects  connected  with  the  surgery  of  this  region,  concur  in 
making  a  practical  guide  in  operative  surgery,  as  useful  in  its  particular 
department,  for  aught  we  can  discover,  as  the  surgical  observations  of 
Dr.  Warren  in  that  of  tumors.  Purchasers  will  find  it  at  Mr.  Ticknor's, 
and  also  at  Mr.  Jordan's,  Washington  street. 

In  future,  the  publishers  will  have  the  goodness  to  recollect  that  all 
new  books  should  l)e  on  sale  in  Boston  as  soon  as  they  are  published  in 
the  other  great  cities  :  their  success  very  much  depends  on  this  trifling 
circumstance. 


JVitrate  of  Silver  in  Diseased  Stomach. — Dr.  J.  Johnson  lately  stated 
to  the  London  JMedical  Society,  that  in  cases  of  simple  irritation  of  the 
stomach,  in  which  the  organ  did  not  bear  well  the  presence  of  food,  and 
digestion  did  not  proceed  in  the  usual  manner,  in  conjunction  with  the 
use  of  small  quantities  only  of  the  most  nutritious  and  digestible  food, 
nitrate  of  silver  had  proved  to  be  one  of  the  best  remedies  in  lessening 
the  irritation  of  the  organ.  He  generally  began  with  half  a  grain,  giv- 
en in  the  con:  e  of  a  day  in  three  doses,  increasing  it,  if  necessary,  to  a 
grain  and  a  half  in  the  same  period,  but  seldom  exceeding  this.  In  epi- 
lepsy, however,  he  had  given  as  much  as  eight  grains  in  '24  hours.  Dr. 
J.  also  stated  that  in  a  sub-inflamed  state  of  the  mucous  membrane  about 
the  fauces,  in  which  there  was  thickening  of  the  membrane,  elongation 
of  the  uvula,  with  harassing  cough  and  other  symptoms,  the  nitrate  of 
silver  might  be  used  with  advantage.  A  plan  which  had  been  adopted 
in  these  cases  with  success,  was  to  dip  the  sponge  of  a  probang  into  a 
solution  of  the  nitrate,  and  push  it  down  the  pharynx  until  it  reached  the 
upper  part  of  the  oesophagus.  Highly  irritable  ulcers  had  also  been  re- 
lieved by  this  remedy.  Dr.  J.  had  never  seen  but  one  case  in  which  the 
skin  had  been  tinged  blue  by  this  medicine,  which  was  a  case  of  epi- 
lepsy, but  in  which  the  patient  had  continued  the  medicine  six  weeks  be- 
yond the  time  to  which  he  was  ordered  to  continue  it. 


Castor  oil  Frictions  in  Gout. — A  writer  in  the  London  Lancet  states 
that  the  "  aristocratic  complaint,"  yjodagra,  or  gout,  has  been  treated, 
with  great  success,  by  the  external  application  of  castor  oil.  The  oil 
was  rubbed  into  the  affected  limb  at  bed-time,  which  was  then  wrap- 
ped up  in  warm  flannels.  A  very  simple  remedy,  but  probably  worthy  of 
trial  in  this  painful  disease. 


Section  of  the  Tendo  Achillisfor  the  relief  of  Club-feet. — At  a  meeting 
of  the  Royal  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society,  London,  in  INJarch  last, 
John  Whipple,  Esq.,  Surgeon,  of  Plymouth,  read  a  paper  on  the  above 
subject.  Two  cases  were  related  by  him,  in  which  he  had  practised  the 
operation  with  entire  relief.  The  first  was  a  boy  8  years  of  age,  who 
was  born  healthy  and   perfect,  but  invariably  pitched  forward  on  the 
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points  of  his  toes  as  soon  as  he  was  put  on  his  feet.  The  undue  exten- 
sion of  the  feet  increased  for  several  years,  in  spite  of  all  the  instru- 
mental means  of  relief,  and  when  the  author  first  saw  him  he  was  inca- 
pable of  locomotion  without  the  aid  of  crutches.  As  the  deformity  ap- 
peared solely  attributable  to  deficient  length  in  the  muscles  or  their  ten- 
dons, JMr.  W.  determined  to  divide  the  tendons  of  the  gastrocnemii. 
"  The  operation  was  performed  by  passing  a  narrow,  curved  bistoury 
downwards  and  outwards  across  the  tendon,  about  two  inches  above  the 
OS  calcis,  and  dividing  it  in  the  withdrawal  of  the  bistoury.  The  ex- 
ternal wound  healed  by  the  following  day  ;  in  three  weeks  a  firm  band 
of  connection  was  formed  between  the  cut  ends  of  the  tendon  ;  and  in 
rather  more  than  five  weeks,  the  patient  could  stand  alone.  At  the  time 
the  author  wrote  (six  months  after  the  operation),  the  patient  could  walk 
three  miles  without  assistance. 

"  The  second  case  was  one  of  the  more  common  form  of  club-foot,  in 
which  the  sole  is  turned  towards  the  opposite  ankle.  In  this  case,  the 
operation  was  performed  in  the  manner  before  described,  and  was  at- 
tended with  as  great  success.  The  tension  of  the  tendons  of  the  tibialis 
anticus  and  tibialis  posticus  generally  co-existing  with  the  same  condition 
in  the  gastrocnemius,  the  author  thinks  would,  in  all  instances,  soon 
yield  after  the  division  of  the  tendo  achillis." 

Some  of  the  members  were  of  the  opinion  that  in  many  cases  of  club- 
feet the  bones  and  ligaments  were  affected,  and  the  deformity  therefore 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  tendo  achillis.  A  majority  of  the  members, 
however,  thought  the  operation  likely  to  be  advantageous  in  these 
troublesome  deformities. 


Lithobnttj. — Mr.  Streeter  stated,  at  a  late  meeting  of  the  Westminster 
Medical  Society,  that  the  late  3Ir.  Fernandez  was  in  the  habit  of  using 
the  following  method,  in  his  operations  for  lithotrity.  He  saw  that  when 
the  bladder  was  injected  the  surface  would  be  no  longer  rugous,  but 
smooth  ;  the  stone  would  be,  consequently,  sure  to  roll  to  the  lowest 
spot.  He  made  it  a  rule  in  his  operations,  therefore,  to  come  exceedingly 
close  to  the  stone  (whether  before  or  behind  mattered  not),  without 
touching  it  ;  and  then,  having  first  opened  his  instrument,  he  gently 
])ressed  the  part.  The  spot  touched  being  thus  made  the  lowest  part  of 
the  bladder,  the  stone  uniformly  rolled  into  the  instrument,  and  he  had 
nothing  to  do  but  to  close  it,  and  crush  the  calculus. — London  Lancet. 


Medical  Reminiscences. — At  a  meeting  of  the  freeholders  and  inhabi- 
tants of  Cambridge  Orderly,  convened  10  March,  1728-9. 

"  Put  to  vote  whither  said  inhabitants  wd  grant  ye  sum  of  fifty  pounds 
for  Joseph  Hanford  to  fitt  him  out,  in  ye  practice  of  physick,  Sj.  it  passed 
in  the  negative." 

At  a  meeting  of  ye  freeholders.  Sec — 2Gth  March  1729-30. 

"  Whereas  Saml  Danforth  Esqr  by  the  practice  of  Inoculation  of  ye 
Small  pox  has  greatly  endangered  ye  Town  &  distress'd  Sundry  families 
amongst  us,  which  is  very  disagreeable  unto  us.  Wherefore,  Voted 
yt  Said  Saml  Danforth  Esqr  be  disercd  forthwith  to  Remove  Such  in- 
oculated persons  into  some  convenient  place  whereby  our  Town  may'nt 
be  exposed  by  them. 

"  Also  Voted  yt  ye  Revd  Mr.  President  Wadsworth  be  earnestly  de- 
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sired  to  prevent  ye  practice  of  inoculation  of  ye  Small  pox  in  ye  Col- 
ledge  and  in  ye  Town  on  such  as  belong  to  yt  Society  ;  that  if  it  might 
be  sd  distemper  might  not  prevail  amongst  us." 


Vermont  Academy  of  Medicine. — The  annual  spring  term  of  the  Ver- 
mont Academy  of  Medicine,  at  Castleton,  closed  on  Wednesday,  June 
7,  1837.  The  degree  of  M.D.  was  conferred  on  thirty-one  gentlemen, 
and  the  degree  of  M.B.  upon  two.  The  honorary  degree  of  M.D.  was 
conferred  upon  Abraham  Pulling,  of  Amsterdam,  N.  Y. 


Post-mortem  Rcpidation.^-Sigmor  Segato,  whose  extraordinary  prepa- 
rations of  the  human  body,  and  other  animal  substances,  to  suspend  their 
decay,  excited  much  curiosity,  died  lately  at  Florence.  His  secret 
perished  with  him.  His  death  is  said  to  have  been  hastened  by  vexation 
at  the  refusal  of  the  Florentine  government  to  assist  him  in  his  under- 
taking. JVow,  however,  so  high  a  value  is  set  by  that  government  on 
the  preparations  which  he  has  left,  that  they  have  formally  prohibited 
their  removal  from  the  country. — Mag.  of  Popular  Science,  May. 


Medical  Miscellamj. — Two  cases  of  smallpox  and  one  of  varioloid 
have  appeared  at  Springfield,  one  of  which  terminated  fatally. — Emi- 
grants from  the  United  States  are  said  to  enjoy  excellent  health  in 
Texas. — Dr.  John  B.  McMunn,  of  the  western  part  of  New  York,  is 
said  to  have  made  an  important  discovery  in  the  preparation  of  opium. 
It  consists  in  the  separation  of  its  most  effective  ingredients  in  their 
natural  state,  viz.,  morphia,  codien  and  narcein,  in  the  natural  combina- 
tion in  which  they  exist  with  meconic  acid. — The  Queen  of  England  is 
said  to  be  in  a  dangerous  condition  in  consequence  of  the  rupture  of  a 
bloodvessel. — Dr.  Dudley,  of  Lexington,  Ky.,  has  performed  the  opera- 
tion of  lithotomy  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  times,  without  losing  one 
patient  by  the  operation. — A  physician  of  Baltimore,  twenty  years  ago, 
being  then  in  great  practice,  used  from  sixteen  to  twenttj  half  pounds  of 
calomel  yearly  !  At  present  one  of  the  most  extensive  apothecaries  in 
that  city  does  not  dispense,  yearly,  more  than  three  pounds.  This  is  an 
important  fact  for  the  Thomsonians  to  stereotype. — Dr.  Collins,  late  mas- 
ter of  Dublin  Hospital,  details  the  particulars  of  a  case  in  which  he 
heard  the  child  cry,  in  utero,  fourhours  before  birth. — Asphyxied  children 
may  frequently  be  resuscitated  by  applying  the  mouth  to  their  breasts, 
and  making  a  powerful  suction. — Smallpox  is  thought  to  exist  at  Wool- 
wich, Me  ,  opposite  Bath. — Dr.  Plough,  of  N.  Orleans,  offers  a  premium 
of  $50  for  the  best  essay  in  French  or  English,  on  the  "  Influence  of 
Bathing  ;"  and  also  the  same  for  the  best  essay  on  the  "  Dangers  of  In- 
terments in  Cities,"  especially  in  a  Southern  climate. — Dr.  H.  Stone 
has  gone  into  the  government  service,  as  surgeon,  to  be  stationed  at 
Fort  Gibson,  Arkansas. — Forty  cases  of  smallpox  occurred  on  board 
the  ship  Bangor,  just  arrived  at  New  York,  from  Havre,  several  having 
died  with  it  during  the  voyage. — A  caricature  of  the  Hygeian  Pills  has 
been  published  in  London,  representing  the  vegetable  pills  as  sprouting 
up  in  different  parts  of  the  body  from  a  poor  fellow  who  had  taken  a 
dozen  of  them  and  then  lain  in  the  wet  all  night,  in  the  shape  of  leeks, 
onions,  carrots,  &c. 
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Medical  Appointments. — Ezra  Palmer,  Jr.  M.D.  has  been  elected  phy- 
sician and  surgeon  of  the  House  of  Industry,  South  Boston,  in  place  of 
Dr.  Perry,  whose  term  of  service  has  expired. — Dr.  H.  N.  Baxley  has 
been  appointed  Protessor  of  Anatomy  in  tlie  Baltimore  Medical  School, 
in  the  place  of  Dr.  Geddings,  who  has  removed  to  Charleston,  S.  C. 

To  CuRRESPOXDENTS. — The  commimication  of  "Elliot"  is  received,  and  will 
appear  in  due  time. — Among  other  accepted  papers  we  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  Dr.  Tuckerman's  notes  on  St.  Croix,  as  a  winter  residence  for  invalids.  Also 
Dr.  E.  Q.uincy  Sewell's  translation  of  Brierre  De  Boisment,  on  the  establishment 
and  government  of  Lunatic  Asylums,  from  Dr.  D.  R.  Beach.,  and  Dr.  Geo.  Hay- 
ward's  late  discourse  before  the  Mass.  Med.  Society — all  of  which  will  receive 
respectful  notice  and  partial  insertion  as  soon  as  prior  manuscripts  have_,been  dis- 
posed of. 

Died, — At  Sterling,  Mass.,  Dr.  Luther  Allen,  aged  64. — At  Schenectady,  N.  Y. 
Dr,  Joseph  Yates. — At  Sturbridge,  Ms.  Dr.  Jacob  Corey,  aged  83. — At  Jefferson 
Co.  Va.  Dr.  Alfred  T.  Magill,  34,  late  Prof,  of  Med.  in  the  University  of  Virginia. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  eudin!»  June  24,  30.     Males,  17 — Females,  13. 

Consumption,  2 — suicide,  1 — intiam.  by  a  fall,  1 — dropsy,  2 — disease  of  the  heart,  1 — iiiflam.  of 
the  stomach,  1 — intiam.  of  the  lungs,  1 — croup,  I — dropsy  on  the  brain,  1 — fits,  1 — drowned,  2 — apo- 
plexy, 1 — typhus  fever,  1 — dropsy  in  the  chest,  1 — scrofula,  1 — infantile,  1 — smallpox,  1 — slUlborn,  4. 


PROLAPSUS  UTERI  CURED  BY  EXTERNAL  APPLICATION. 

DR.  A.  G.  HULL'S  UTEHU-ABDOMINAL  SUPPORTCR  is  oft'ered  to  those  afflicted  with  Prolapsna 
f/Jeri,  and  other  diseases  depending  upon  relaxation  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  as  an  instrument  in 
every  way  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  restoration  to  healtli.  VVlien  this  instrument  Is  care- 
fully and  properly  fitted  to  the  form  ofthepatient,  it  invariably  affords  the  most  immediate  immunity, 
from  the  distressing  "  drasgingand  bearing  down"  sensations  which  accompany  nearlyall  visceral  dis- 
placements of  the  abdomen,  and  its  skilful  application  is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of 
radical  relief  from  the  patient  herself.  The  Supporter  is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by 
the  patient  without  further  aid.  Within  the  last  two  years  7U0  of  the  Utero-Abdominal  Supporters 
have  been  applied  with  the  most  happj'  results. 

The  very  great  success  which  this  instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its  examination 
by  the  Physician  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  pessary  hitherto  in  use.  It  is  gratifying  to 
state,  that  it  has  met  the  decided  approbation  of  every  member  of  the  Medical  Faculty  who  has  ap- 
plied it,  as  well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  it. 

The  Subscribers  having  been  appointed  agents  for  the  sale  of  the  above  instruments,  all  orders  ad- 
dressed to  them  will  be  promptly  attended  to.     Price,  $10. 

Lowe  &  Rked,  Boston  ;  Oavid  Kimpall,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  ,  Joshua  Dl'RGin,  Portland,  Me., 
Joseph  Balch,  Jr.  Providence,  R.  1.  ;  Elisha  Edwards,  Springfield,  Mass.  ;  N.  S.  Worden, 
Bridgeport,  Conn.  May  10— 6m 

RETREAT   FOR   INVALIDS  AND   INSANE   IN   PEPPERELL. 

DR.  N.  CUTTER  respectfully  informs  his  friends  and  the  public,  that  having  completed  the  very 
extensive  and  important  improvements  to  his  establishment  which  he  has  lor  souie  time  c  ontemplat- 
ed,  he  is  now  prepiired  to  receive  an  additional  number  of  patients.  Another  large  and  commodious 
building  has  just  been  erected,  more  particularly  for  the  occupation  of  invalids,  his  pleasure-grounds 
have  been  improved,  and  such  arrangements  made  as  to  secure  his  personal  attention  exclusively  to 
the  medical  treatment  of  his  patients.  Able  and  experienced  nurses  will  be  in  constant  attendance, 
and  every  exertion  made  to  render  the  establishment  agreeable  and  useful  to  those  who  may  be  un- 
der its  care.  3t — June  21 
Pcitperell,  Mass.,  June  1,  1837. 

NEW   MEDICAL  BOOKS- 

WILLIAM  O.  TICK'SOR,  Medical  Bookseller,  corner  o(  Waahmston  and  School  streets,  has  just 
received.  Surgical  Observations  on  Tumors,  with.Cases  and  Operations;  illustrated  with  many  col- 
ored engraviiiL's.     By  John  C.  Warren,  M.D.     Price  $4,50. 

A  Treatise  on  the  Malformations,  Injuries  and  Diseases  of  the  Rectum  and  Anus  ;  illustrated  with 
plates.     By  George  Bushe,  .M.D.     Price  §3,25. 

Also  as  above,  may  be  found,  a  very  complete  assortment  of  Medical  Books,  which  will  be  sold  on 
the  most  reasonable  terms. 

June  14. 
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REPORT  OF   THE   NEW   HAVEJM   COUNTY   MEDICAL   SOCIETY. 

[The  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  at  their  session  in 
May,  1S36,  received  petitions  from  various  parts  of  the  State,  praying 
for  a  repeal  of  the  Sth  section  of  the  "  act  to  incorporate  the  Connecti- 
cut Medical  Society."  By  a  vote  of  the  General  Assembly,  these 
petitions  were  postponed  to  the  next  session  of  the  Assembly,  with  an 
order  for  a  citation  to  the  Mediqal  Society.  In  consequence  of  this 
citation,  the  Medical  Society  of  New  Haven  County,  at  their  annual 
meeting  in  April,  1837,  adopted  the  following  Report,  as  expressive  of 
their  views  in  regard  to  the  expediency  of  the  proposed  measure.] 

The  Medical  Laws  in  this  State  were  enacted  for  a  two-fold  purpose. 
First,  that  our  State  might  be  furnished  with  an  able  and  faithful  medical 
faculty  ;  and  secondly,  that  the  public  might,  as  far  as  possible,  be 
secured  from  medical  imposture  and  the  evils  which  flow  from  it.  In 
pursuing  these  objects,  the  public  good,  rather  than  the  benefit  of  a 
profession,  was  the  end  and  aim.  With  the  design  of  promoting  these 
views,  the  following  act  has  been  admitted  to  a  place  in  our  statute-book. 
It  is  part  of  an  act  entitled  "  An  Act  in  relation  to  the  Medical  Institu- 
tion of  Yale  College." 

"  Every  medical  student  shall  be  required  to  attend  to  the  study  of 
physic  and  surgery,  for  two  years,  with  some  medical  or  surgical  profes- 
sor or  practitioner,  who  is  in  respectable  standing,  Provided,  he  shall 
have  been  graduated  at  some  college  ;  otherwise  to  study  three  years  ; 
to  have  acquired  in  addition  to  a  good  English  education,  a  competent 
knowledge  of  the  Latin  language,  and  of  the  principles  of  Natural 
Philosophy;  to  have  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years;  to  be  of 
a  good  moral  character ;  and  to  deliver  to  the  committee  of  examina- 
tion a  satisfactory  dissertation  upon  some  subject  in  medicine  or  surgery,, 
or  the  auxiliary  branches.  And  every  medical  student  shall  attend  one 
course  of  the  lectures  under  the  professors  of  the  Medical  Institution  of 
Yale  College,  or  of  some  other  public  medical  institution,  previously  to 
his  being  admitted  to  an  examination  for  a  license." 

In  furtherance  of  these  same  views,  the  following  provision^  contained 
in  an  act  entitled  an  "  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Connecticut  Medical 
Society,"  has  been  made.  "  No  physician  or  surgeon,  who  shall  have 
commenced  practice  since  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred,  or  who 
shall  hereafter  commence  practice,  shall  be  entitled  by  law  to  recover 
any  debt  or  fees  for  such  practice,  unless  he  shall  have  beea  duly 
22 
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licensed  by  some  medical  society,  or  college  of  physicians,  and  all  per- 
sons licetjsed  to  practise  physic  and  surgery,  and  practising  within  this 
State,  shall  of  course   be  members  of  the  INIedical  Society." 

That  portion  of  an  act  last  quoted  is  the  "  8th  section,"  which  it  is 
proposed  to  repeal.  It  will  be  observed  that  it  has  (and  was  designed 
to  have)  the  force  and  effect  of  a  penalty  for  not  complying  with  the 
conditions  contained  in  that  other  act  which,  in  these  pages,  precedes  it. 
Without  it,  the  law  which  makes  a  course  of  study  necessary  to  the 
practitioner  of  physic  is,  of  course,  inoperative  as  a  laiv ;  for  a  law 
which  may  be  violated  with  impunity,  is  a  law  without  a  penalty,  or, 
more  properly,  no  law  at  all. 

It  surely  will  be  conceded  that  the  public  have  a  real  interest  in  the 
character  and  qualifications  of  medical  men — the  acknowledged  guar- 
dians of  life  and  health.  Their  near  relation  to  the  very  sources  of  hap- 
piness and  well-being  has  induced  the  civilized  governments  of  every 
age  and  country  to  make  regulations  and  adopt  measures  calculated  to 
render  them  the  more  worthy  the  high  trust  confided  to  them. 

Tliat  a  successful  practitioner  of  jiliysic  must  be  well  acquainted  with 
the  principles  of  his  art ;  that  these  principles  are  not  to  be  learned  in  a 
day ;  and  that  the  prescribed  course  of  medical  study  in  this  State  is 
not  unnecessarily  long,  are  truths  which,  in  other  circumstances,  we 
might  feel  ashamed  to  argue.  These  truths  we  should  ordinarily  deem 
it  necessary  but  to  state  ;  but  the  attempts  which  are  now  making  to 
conceal  or  forget  them,  render  it  necessary,  or  at  least,  proper,  that  we 
cite  piroof. 

There  is  not,  within  the  range  of  our  knowledge,  a  more  complicated 
piece  of  mechanism  than  the  human  system.  Taken  in  the  number  of 
its  parts,  and  the  variety  and  intricacy  of  its  laws,  it  is  without  an  equal. 
A  perfect  knowledge  of  its  construction  and  composition  as  a  simple 
machine  is  the  work  of  years  ;  and  this  knowledge  does  not  require  a 
tithe  of  the  study  necessary  to  comprehend  it  fully  as  a  living  systein. 
It  is  upon  this  system  that  the  physician  is  obliged  to  operate.  It  is  his 
business  to  understand  its  powers,  to  perceive  the  nature  and  seat  of  its 
disorders,  and  on  proper  occasions,  to  s|)eed,  to  check,  to  modify,  or  in 
some  way  to  correct  its  movements.  Surely,  then,  two  or  three  years 
is  a  period  short  enough  in  which  to  lay  in  a  competent  store  of  the 
knowledge  in  question.  It  is  agreed  that  he  who  would  put  in  order 
even  the  simplest  mechanical  contrivance,  must  inform  himself  regarding 
its  construction.  An  old  wooden  clock  that  needs  repair  is  not  put  into 
the  hands  of  a  man  who  never  saw  the  interior  of  a  clock ;  or  if  placed 
in  such  hands,  the  owner  expects  it  will  be  spoiled.  He  who  would 
prescribe  successfully  "for  a  disordered  lime-keeper,  must  acquaint  him- 
self with  the  number  and  relation  of  its  parts,  and  the  mechanical  forces 
which  originate  and  regulate  its  motion  ;  or,  in  other  \vords,  he  must 
study  its  anatomy  and  physiology.  And  is  a  man  fitted  for  the  office  of 
superintending,  regulating,  and  repairing  the  human  machine — of  pre- 
scribing correctly  for  its  nmltiplicd  disorders,  who  knows  nothing  of  its 
parts,  powers  and  operations — nothing  of  its  anatomy  and  physiology  ? 
and  would  it  not  be  well  to  require  of  him  who  takes  upon   himself  this 
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office,  at  least,  that  amount  of  knowledge  regarding  his  business  which 
we  are  accusioiueil  to  demand  of  oiii  ordinary  mechanics  ?  Undoubt- 
edly, it  is  as  didicult  and  intricate  a  piece  of  work  to  patch  up  a  broken 
constitution  as  a  leaky  pair  of  boots — to  keep  a-going  a  rickety  human 
systeni  as  a  rickety  time-piece ;  while  the  consequences  of  blundering 
and  bungling  workmanshij)  are  even  more  momentous. 

But  a  knowledge  of  anatomy  and  physiology  n)erely,  is  not  all  that 
is  required  of  the  physician.  Besides  being  acquainted  with  disease 
in  all  its  various  and  ever  varying  forms,  he  must  know  the  means 
best  adapted  to  cure  it.  Disease  is  to  be  removed  by  the  application 
of  certain  agents  or  instrnnxMits  which  have  power  to  modify  the  func- 
tions, to  rouse  or  diminish  vital  energy,  to  correct  disordered  move- 
ments, and  to  restore  the  lost  balance  of  the  system.  These  agents  are 
to  the  physician  what  tools  are  to  the  mechanic.  They  have  multiplied 
powers,  and  multiplied  and  varying  relations  to  our  organs,  which  it  is 
no  easy  matter  to  learn.  To  understand  their  nature  fully,  the  pur- 
poses to  which  they  may  be  applied,  and  the  effects  which  they  are 
calculated  to  produce,  in  all  the  different  forms  of  disease,  and  under 
the  different  circumstances  of  constitution,  age,  sex,  season,  climate, 
&,c.,  is  a  task  sufficient  for  the  acutest  mind  and  the  most  persevering 
industry. 

It  cannot  with  reason  be  disputed,  then,  that  medicine,  in  order  to  be 
understood,  must  be  studied.  Medical  skill  can  be  the  result  of  nothing 
else  than  severe  and  protracted  application.  It  is  not  a  thing  that  men 
are  born  with,  or  purchase  of  strolling  Indians  and  seventh  sons,  or  learn 
by  dreaming,  or  even  discover  by  meditation,  any  more  than  shoe-mak- 
ing or  ship-making.  There  is  neither  magic  or  witchcraft  about  it. 
It  cannot  be  acquired  without  some  expense  both  of  time  and  money, 
and  without,  at  least,  a  common  share  of  understanding.  The  lazy  and 
the  lounging,  as  well  as  the  weak  and  the  ignorant,  can  never  possess  it. 
That  which  comes  without  industry  is  pretension,  and  makes  up  in  bust- 
ling and  boasting  what  it  lacks  of  something  better. 

But  perhaps  what  we  have  said  on  this  point  is  better  than  more. 
Those  who  look  upon  study  and  application  as,  of  course,  indispensable 
to  true  medical  skill,  will  perhaps  regard  what  has  been  offered  as  mere 
trifling,  and  unworthy  even  the  little  space  which  has  been  allotted  it ; 
while  such  as  consider  our  art  as  nothing  better  than  a  sort  of  knack 
which  certain  men  and  women  get  by  inheritance,  or  as  a  kind  of  jug- 
gling akin  to  fire-eating  and  best  exercised  by  mountebanks  and  vaga- 
bonds, will  hardly  be  convinced  by  anything  in  the  shape  of  argument. 

But  though  it  be  admitted  that  medicine  is  based  on  science,  is  a 
comprehensive  and  difficult  study,  and  has  a  most  important  bear- 
ing on  the  interests  of  the  community,  it  may  still  be  said  that  there 
are  not  sufficient  reasons  for  legislative  provisions  and  restrictions  re- 
garding its  practice.  To  justify  legislation  in  this  matter,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  show  that  the  highest  general  good,  or  in  other  words  the 
interest  and  safety  of  the  public,  requires  it.  This  we  are  prepared 
to  do. 

The  ease  with  which  imposition  in  the  healing  art  is  practised,  affords 
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one  powerful  reason  why  legislators  should  attempt  something  for  the 
public  security.  In  consequence  of  the  peculiar  opportunities  and 
facilities  for  imposture  in  our  jirofession,  the  practice  of  it  holds  out 
great  temptations  to  the  idle,  the  artful,  the  unprincipled,  and  the  thou- 
sands who  hate  any  honest  vocation.  Heuce  comes  charlatanism  in  all 
its  extent  and  variety,  from  Mr.  Swaim  and  the  great  nostrum-monger 
in  New  York,  down  to  the  obscurest  root-doctor  who  strolls  about  from 
village  to  village.  We  had  the  curiosity  lately  to  inquire  into  the  pro- 
portion of  the  advertising  columns  of  the  several  daily  newspapers  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  which  was  taken  up  with  the  advertisements  of 
quack  medicines.  We  found  this  proportion  to  be,  in  the  penny  papers, 
at  least   one  half,  and  in  the  larger  papers,  somewhat  less  than  that. 

The  reason  that  imposition  is  so  easy  and  successful  in  medicine,  is  to 
be  found  in  the  general  want  of  information  regarding  the  nature  of  dis- 
ease, the  operation  of  remedies,  and  the  powers  of  the  human  system. 
As  a  consequence,  the  skill  and  knowledge  of  a  physician  must,  for  the 
most  part,  be  taken  upon  trust,  except  so  far  as  evidence  is  to  be  ob- 
tained from  his  general  character  and  acquirements.  There  is  no  sub- 
ject which,  by  the  mass  of  mankind,  is  so  rarely  made  a  matter  of  general 
study  and  investigation,  even  in  its  elements,  as  medical  science;  while, 
at  the  same  time,  there  is  no  subject  regarding  which  men  so  universally 
consider  themselves  adequately  informed,  in  all  its  practical  applications,  as 
this  same  medical  science.  This  want  of  knowledge,  unfortunately  not 
felt  as  a  want,  we  deplore,  because  worth  in  our  profession  is,  as  a  con- 
sequence, imperfectly  appreciated,  and  because  ignorance  and  impu- 
dence thei-eby  gain  an  advantage  of  the  utmost  importance.  It  is  well 
known,  that  the  arts  of  intrigue,  and  the  no  less  potent  art  of  puffing, 
will  oftentimes  procure  occupation  and  a  name,  when  unpretending 
merit  is  left  to  perish  unnoticed.  This  fact  is  well  illustrated  by  the 
sudden  and  full  employment  fi-equently  obtained  by  itinerants  and  ad- 
venturers without  character  or  merit,  and  of  whose  vaunted  skill  and 
cures  we  know  nothing,  except  what  is  to  be  found  in  a  pompous  adver- 
tisement or  handbill.  . 

The  intense  anxiety  and  apprehension  of  the  sick  and  their  friends, 
and  the  eagerness  with  which  they  grasp  at  the  promise  of  relief,  from 
however  questionable  a  source  it  may  come,  give  the  arts  of  empiricism 
a  ten  fold  efficiency,  and  villainy  an  advantage  it  would  not  otherwise 
possess.  The  powerful  manner  in  which  the  fear  of  death  operates  up- 
on the  discerning  and  judging  faculty,  particularly  when  the  mind  is  en- 
feebled by  sickness,  can  never  be  fully  understood  by  those  who  have 
not  often  witnessed  its  effect.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  under- 
standing is,  as  it  were,  gone,  and  man  is  the  creature  of  impulse  and 
feeling.  He  is  wavering,  credulous,  and  superstitious.  He  is  perhaps 
ready°to  bestow  confidence  on  the  most  worthless  objects  ;  to  repose 
faith  in  the  most  trifling,  ridiculous  and  hazardous  means,  provided  his 
humor  and  hopes  are  encouraged.  We  have  often  witnessed,  with  the 
most  painful  emotions,  the  effects,  immediate  and  remote,  of  extravagant 
and  unwarrantable  promises  in  such  cases. 

The  belief  which  still  prevails  to  no  inconsiderable  extent,  and  which 
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is  the  inheritance  of  a  darker  age— the  behef  that  medicine  is  an  occult 
science:  that  medical  skill  comes  in  some  unknown  or  undefinable  way 
—that  It  runs  in  the  blood,  or  is  a  gift  of  nature  or  heaven— that  it  is  a 
possession  rather  than  an  acquisition— has  exerted  a  most  powerful  in- 
fluence on  the  progress  of  quackery.  We  know  that  this  belief  will 
not  olten  be  acknowledged,  but  it  is  real  and  influential  notwithstanding, 
as  proved  by  the  conduct  and  practice  of  men.  It  cannot  be  expected, 
01  course,  that  those  who  suppose  disease  to  be  cured  by  the  exercise  of 
a  magical  influence,  or  by  tricks  of  legerdemain,  will  have  a  very  large- 
share  ol  that  salutary  incredulity  in  reference  to  extravagant  pretension 
and  secret  skill,  which  is  the  safety  of  the  sick  man.  And  vvhen  men 
cannot  protect  themselves,  whether  by  means  of  ignorance,  or  prejudice, 
or  passion,  or  superstition,  or  even  obstinacy,  it  is  the  duty  of  govern- 
ment to  become  their  protector. 

We  do  not  mean  to  say  that  quackery  never  efl^ects  cures.     We  know 
that  it  IS  sometimes  successful  ;  but  we  also  know  that  those  who  prac- 
tise it  deserve  little  credit  for  such  success.     There  is  an  influence  ex- 
erted on  the  mmd  by  the   imposing   process  of  a  mountebank,  particu- 
larly in  the  case  of  nervous  and   susceptible   persons  or  those  given  to 
superstition— an  influence    of   which   both    patient    and   prescriber   are 
probably  Ignorant- which   is   all-powerful  in  curing  certain  kinds  of  dis- 
ease.     Hope,  expectation,  confidence,  or  even   the  more  violent  emo- 
tions, such  as  anger,  terror,  astonishment,  have  cured   many   a  case  of 
sickness,  when  recovery  has  been  attributed  to  some  worthless  medicine, 
or  to  the  magical  skill  of  a  juggler.     Besides,  empirics  sometimes  em- 
ploy powerful  remedies,  of  real    value  in  their   place,  which,  being  pre- 
scribed lor  every  form  of  disease,  must  infallibly  produce  relief  in  some 
according  to  the  laws  of  mere  chance.     Ft   is   well   known  that  arsenic 
and  corrosive  sublimate   are   frequent  ingredients   in    the  "  vegetable  " 
compounds  and  specifics  of  quacks.     The  real  cures  effected  by  empi- 
rics, or  by  medicines  used  in  an  empirical  manner,  suggest  the  case  of  a 
niihtia-man,  who,   -being  armed   and   equipped  as   t^lie  law  directs,"  is 
endeavoring,   blindfold,  to  drive  a   bullet   through  some  certain    object 
within  reach  of  a  musket  shot,  but  in  an  unknown  direction.     He  blazes 
away  most  valorously,  and    at    every   point  of  the  compass;  and   after 
having  riddled  and  shivered   almost   everything  about  him,  he  of  neces- 
sity  finally  hits  his  mark,  according   to  the   laws  of  chance.     But  does 
this  fact  prove  him  a   marksman  ?     Or  is  it  best,   from  such  an  instance 
of  blundering  success,  to  blazon  his  name  abroad   as  one  prodigiously 
skilled  in  shooting?     And  yet,  such  a  course  is  much  like  that  which  is 
often  taken  vy.th  regard  to   the  random   successes  of  empirics,  or  those 
Ignorant  of  the  nature  and   situation   of  disease,  he.     And  the  declara- 
tion of  a  man  who  always  shoots  with  his  eyes  shut,  that  he  never  miss- 
es his  mark,  and  never  yet  killed   the   wrong  game,  is  worth   just  as 
mucfj  as  the  common   boast  of  the  charlatan  that^  he  never  fails  to  cure, 
that  his  means  are  perfectly  safe,  and   that  he  has  in  no  instance   lost  a 
patient. 

The    want  of  a  test,  then,  of  easy  application,  by   which    medical 
qualifications  can  be  determined  by  the  public,  the  secrecy  and  decep. 
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tion  with  regard  to  the  means  employed,  which  are  in  the  prescriber's 
power,  the  generally  unknown  nature  of  the  remedies  he  uses,  even 
though  their  names  be  known,  the  debilitating  effects  of  disease  and 
anxiety  on  the  mind  of  the  sick  man,  and,  consequently,  the  great 
temptations  and  opportunities  afforded  to  unprincipled  and  unqualified 
men  to  enter  upon  the  business  of  medical  imposture  ;  all  these  things, 
and  the  evils  which  flow  from  them,  furnish  so  many  reasons  why  the 
appointed  guardians  of  the  public  safety  should  inquire  into  the  qualifi- 
cations of  medical  men,  and  attach  some  specific  penalty  to  the  prac- 
tice of  fraud  and  deception.  That  a  government  has  a  right,  ^nd,  in 
fact,  is  ohligated  to  do  this,  cannot  be  questioned  ;  indeed,  it  is  for  this 
very  purpose,  and  others  like  it,  that  a  government  exists. 

The  principle  for  which  we  would  here  contend  is  simply  this — 
That  it  is  the  right  and  duty  of  government  to  protect  the  people  in 
every  possible  way  against  any  trade,  or  craft,  or  profession,  in  which 
the  public  has  peculiar  interest,  and  the  temptations  to  defraud  and  de- 
ceive are  great.  This  principle  is  recognized  on  almost  every  page  of 
our  statute-book.  In  accordance  with  it,  millers  are  forbidden  to  take 
but  a  certain  amount  of  toll.  No  person  can  sell  certain  kinds  of  goods 
at  auction  without  a  license.  "  No  person  shall  set  up  or  carry  on  the 
trade  or  mystery  of  tanning  leather,  except  he  prove  his  skill  therein," 
"  and  obtain  a  license  therefor,"  under  a  penalty  of  sixty-seven  dollars.* 
Why  ?  Because  the  tanning  of  leather  requires  skill,  and  because 
leather  is  an  article  in  which  extensive  fraud  is  practicable.  No  man 
can  ship  beef,  fish,  flour,  onions,  hay,  shingles,  &;c.,  to  a  foreign  market, 
unless  they  have  been  inspected  and  approved.  Beef  for  exportation 
must  be,  at  least,  two  years  old,  cut  and  cured  in  a  certain  manner,  he. 
These  inconveniences  (restrictions  on  personal  rights,  if  you  please), 
must  be  submitted  to,  to  prevent  imposition,  and  to  secure  a  good  char- 
acter and  market  abroad. 

In  accordance  with  this  same  principle,  it  has  been  further  enacted 
that  "  no  person  shall  keep  a  district  school,  until  he  has  been  examined 
and  approved  by  the  visiters  of  the  school  society,"  and  shall  receive  a 
certificate  of  his  qualifications  for  a  teacher.  Why  ?  Because  the  busi- 
ness of  school-teaching  requires  some  knowledge,  and  because  evils 
would  be  the  consequence  of  committing  it  to  incompetent  men.  Neith- 
er shall  any  person  practise  as  an  attorney,  unless  he  be  approved,  ad- 
mitted and  sworn  "  agreeably  to  the  rules  established  "  by  the  court, 
unless  it  be  in  his  own  case  ;  "  nor  shall  more  than  one  attorney  be 
allowed  to  plead  on  the  same  side  of  any  cause,"  with  certain  excep- 
tions ;  *'  and  in  no  case,  shall  more  than  two  attorneys  be  admitted  to 
plead,  on  the  same  side."  All  these  embarrassments  the  friends  of 
"  free  trade  "  and  "  equal  rights  "  must  submit  to,  because  the  public 
good  (always  a  higher  object  than  individual  good),  requires  some  such 
measures  to  prevent  the  evils  of  protracted  litigation,  and  the  imposition 
of  unqualified  and  designing  men. 

The  whole  license  system  recognizes  and  exemplifies  the  principle 

*  Revised  Statutes. 
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under  consideration — that  tlie  free  exercise  of  certain  vocations  by  all, 
without  restraint  or  condition,  is  not  consistent  with  the  liijiliest  general 
good.  Inn-kecpers  are  required  to  obtain  a  license,  give  a  bond  for  the 
observance  of  the  laws,  conforni  to  certain  regulations  regarding  the  sell- 
ing of  liquors  and  the  preservation  of  morals,  &,c. 

All  these  restraints  on  the  business  of  society  and  of  individuals — 
restraints  similar  to  those  enacted  by  every  civilized  government  on 
earth — sufficiently  prove  the  truth  and  justice  of  the  principles  we  have 
been  considering  ;  or,  at  least,  show  that  it  is  recognized  and  acted  up- 
on coniinuully  in  our  statute-book,  which  fact  is  all  that  is  required  for 
our  present  purpose.  Therefore,  in  order  to  show  the  propriety  of 
legislative  interference  in  regard  to  the  practice  of  physic,  it  only  re- 
mains for  us  to  prove  that  the  medical  art  is  similar  in  its  nature,  and  in 
its  relations  to  society,  to  other  arts  and  occupations  which,  it  is  agreed, 
are  proper  subjects  of  legislation — a  thing  which,  in  fact,  has  already 
been  done.  If  we  mistake  not,  we  have  shown  that  the  medical  art,  in 
its  relation  to  the  public  welfare,  holds  a  very  high  rank  in  importance, 
certainly  as  high  as  the  art  of  the  school-master  or  tanner.  We  have 
shown,  too,  that  medicine  is  a  difficult  and  comprehensive  study,  requir- 
ing natural  talent,  and  a  long  period  of  diligent  training,  in  such  as  would 
practise  it  successfully,  and  is  not  surpassed  in  these  respects  by  any  art 
or  profession  wjiatever,  whether  it  be  pleading,  or  tanning,  or  school- 
keeping.  Furthermore,  we  have  shown  that  the  business  of  a  physi- 
cian offers  very  great  advantages  for  imposition  to  artful,  incompetent 
and  irresponsible  men,  certainly  as  great  as  the  advantages  of  the  at- 
torney, the  pedagogue,  the  auctioneer,  the  taverner,  or  the  tanner.  Are 
we  not  right,  then,  when  we  contend  that  the  present  medical  laws 
ought  not  to  be  repealed,  that  ignorant  and  unqualified  men  ought  not  to 
practise  physic,  and  that  the  guards  and  barriers  which  the  public  now 
have  against  imposture  ought  not  to  be  removed  ? 

[To  be  continued.] 
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In  No.  16,  of  your  Journal,  T  observed  a  communication  from  Dr.  Fish, 
in  regard  to  the  form,  color,  and  features  of  the  future  offspring,  the  pur- 
port of  which  appears  to  be  that  the  imagination  of  tiie  female  decides, 
to  some  degree,  at  least,  what  shall  be  the  general  external  appearance 
of  her  progeny.  An  essay  of  this  kind,  in  this  enlightened  age,  I  con- 
sider requires  some  notice.  I  had  hoped  this  absurd  notion  had  long 
since  been  exploded,  or  that  it  was  confined  to  the  weak  minded  and 
illiterate.  I  could  not  have  imagined  it  to  prejudice  the  mind  of  any 
man  belonging  to  the  medical  profession.  That  the  imagination  can 
exert  an  influence  over  the  mind  to  affect  the  child  in  utero,  is  as  con- 
trary to  reason  and  to  all  scientific  principles,  as  that  a  horse-shoe  nailed 
over  a  door  will  secure  the  occupants  of  the  house  from  witchery  ;  and, 
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Indeed,  it  originated  from  the  same  source.  True,  it  is  a  belief  tiiat  has 
existed  from  time  immemorial,  or,  at  least,  is  recorded  by  the  most  an- 
cient authors.  But  this  can  be  no  proof  of  its  correctness.  Still  it  has 
been  handed  down,  from  one  generation  to  another,  among  women,  and 
so  many  facts,  as  they  call  them,  have  been  related  from  one  to  another, 
that  wholly  to  divest  their  minds  of  such  notions  is,  among  the  lower 
classes  especially,  nearly  or  quite  impossible.  Their  prejudices  are  so 
strongly  fixed,  that  reason  can  have  no  influence.  But  minds  accustom- 
ed to  reason  and  argument  cannot  see  such  really  distressing  illusions 
proposed  and  supported  by  those  who  ought  to  found  all  arguments  in 
regard  to  the  physical  condition  of  man,  on  the  solid  ground  of  anatomy 
and  physiology,  without  at  least  expressing  dissent  from  the  doctrine, 
and  trying  to  say  something  to  show  the  falsity  of  the  opinion.  And  to 
this  end,  I  will  ask  Dr.  F.  to  consider  the  connection  between  the  moth- 
er and  unborn  child.  This  he  will  see  is  proved  by  anatomy  to  be  in- 
direct only,  and  this  through  the  medium  of  the  circulation.  No  ner- 
vous communication  whatever  has  ever  been  shown  to  exist,  not  a  fila- 
ment of  nerve  passing  from  mother  to  the  foetus  in  utero.  How,  then,  are 
the  changes  of  the  nervous  system  of  the  mother  to  affect  the  child  ?  I 
must  suppose  it  to  go  on  in  this  wise,  till  it  is  better  explained :  when  the 
mother  sees  a  person  with  but  one  arm,  the  impression  she  receives  is 
immediately  floated  along  in  the  blood  to  the  child,  the  fact  communi- 
cated to  the  little  embryo,  and  at  once  it  decides  that  one  arm  only  is 
necessary,  and  off  one  comes,  if  it  had  previously  acquired  any  consid- 
erable size ;  but  I  cannot  exactly  understand  by  what  process  the  arm 
is  removed,  by  which  particular  method  of  amputation,  how  the  haemor- 
rhage is  arrested,  whether  it  is  healed  by  the  first  intention,  or  what  is 
done  with  the  parts  removed  ;  but  that  it  is  so,  I  have  heard  many  a 
woman  say.  To  be  sure  they  do  not  describe  the  particular  process, 
any  more  than  Dr.  F.  does.  But  Dr.  F.  says,  "  facts  "  prove  it ;  and 
I  have  a  "  fact  "  to  relate.  A  child  was  born  with  one  arm  only  ;  the 
mother  says  this  was  in  consequence  of  her  being  in  a  house  when  a 
friend  had  an  arm  amputated.  Just  six  days  from  the  time  of  this  am- 
putation she  was  delivered  of  a  son  with  but  one'  arm  ;  the  other  arm 
was  missing,  and  the  stump  looked  "  exactly  hke  the  amputated  arm 
when  she  saw  it  dressed."  Now  no  reasoning  nor  arguments  could 
convince  her  that  this  was  not  caused  by  her  feelings  when  she  knew  of 
this  amputation.  She  says  she  "  had  very  singular  feelings,  and  knew 
her  child  would  have  but  one  arm."  During  these  peculiar  feelings  we 
must  suppose  the  work  of  amputation  was  going  on  ;  and  to  do  the 
whole  work  in  six  days,  they  must  be  expeditious  surgeons  in  that  re- 
gion. Another  "  fact."  A  woman  saw  a  calf  knocked  in  the  head  ;  in 
twelve  hours  she  was  delivered  of  a  child  to  all  appearance  sound  and 
healthy,  but  it  was  dead,  having  the  skull  beat  in  as  with  an  axe.  An- 
other :  a  woman  who  saw  a  fine  bunch  of  grapes  carried  by  the  door, 
tried  to  buy  them  ;  they  were  sold  to  another  person,  and  she  longed 
very  much  for  them  ;  the  next  day  her  child  was  born  with  a  large 
bunch  of  grapes  upon  the  back !  They  must  have  grown  very  quick. 
A  woman  saw  a  large  raisin,  longed  for  it,  was  trying  on  a  stocking  at 
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the  time  ;  lier  child  was  born  with  a  hirge  raisin  upon  tiie  leg.  It  ap- 
pears that  whatever  part  is  first  touched  after  the  particular  thing  is  seen 
or  longed  for,  is  the  part  upon  which  the  mark  is  placed.  I  saw  a  wo- 
man run  a  quarter  of  a  mile  with  both  ariiis  extended  at  full  length,  so 
that  her  hands  might  touch  no  part  of  herself  till  she  had  washed  them, 
after  havinir  seen  a  snake  cross  her  path. 

These  "  facts,"  and  I  might  furnish  ten  thousand  others  of  this  char- 
acter, prove  to  my  mind  quite  as  conclusively  that  the  imagination  of  the 
mother  during  gestation  has  something  to  do  with  the  color,  form,  and 
features  of  the  future  offspring,  as  any  of  those  mentioned  by  Dr.  F. 
But  I  will  examine  some  of  the  Dr.'s  facts.  "  When  a  cow  or  mare  is 
to  receive  the  male,  a  full  view  of  him  immediately  afterwards  will  im- 
press his  likeness  upon  the  future  progeny  ;  and  it  is  a  custom  among 
grooms  to  lead  the  horse  in  front  of  the  mare,  that  she  may  look  at  him 
a  minute  or  two."  This,  to  be  sure,  is  done,  and  what  then?  Does  it 
prove  anything  ?  J\o  arguments  would  convince  them  that  this  was  all 
an  illusion — an  idle  prejudice.  But  they  are  ignorant  of  philosophy, 
anatomy  and  physiology,  and  having  been  educated  with  such  kind  of 
ignorant  prejudices,  it  is  to  be  expected  they  will  know  no  better.  The 
Dr.  says  a  relative  of  his  had  a  cow  which  bore  a  white  calf,  and 
that  this  was  because  she  stood  by  the  side  of  a  white  ox.  But  I  should 
think  it  quite  as  probable  that  the  old  cow  got  frightened  at  a  snow 
bank.  Capt.  W.'s  grey  mare  had  a  colt  with  a  white  streak  in  the  face 
and  nose.  There  is  nothing  wonderful,  surely,  in  the  fact  that  a  grey 
mare  should  have  a  colt  with  a  white  streak  upon  it,  though  sired  by  a 
dark-bay  horse;  but  that  Mr.  B.'s  brown  mare  had  anything  to  do  in 
the  formation  of  it,  is  as  probable  as  that  the  "specie  circular"  caused 
it.  With  regard  to  a  certain  acquaintance  of  the  doctor's,  whose  child 
so  much  resembled  a  servant  man  of  theirs,  "  that  when  she  was  20 
years  old  frequent  remarks  were  made  about  it,"  I  think  it  well  that  the 
husband  may  have  been  a  believer  in  the  doctrine  inculcated  by  Dr. 
Fish,  else  jealousy  might  have  created  unpleasant  disturbances  in  the 
family.  If  a  woman  were  too  intimate  with  a  servant  man,  and  espe- 
cially if  enceinte  by  him,  it  would  not  be  unnatural  for  her  to  attempt 
to  conceal  this  intimacy  by  saying  "  she  perfectly  hated  him."  This 
fact  reminds  me  of  a  case  related  by  Dr.  Hunter,  of  a  woman,  who, 
after  remaining  childless  for  many  years,  at  length  had  the  pleasure  of 
informing  her  husband  that  they  were  to  be  blessed  with  offspring.  In 
due  time  she  was  delivered,  and  the  child  proved  to  be  a  perfect  mulat- 
to !  This  was  a  hard  blow  to  the  husband,  but  the  very  fond  wife  soon 
satisfied  him  it  was  owing  to  her  having  been  severely  frightened  by  a 
big  ugly  negro  who  stood  near  her  carriage  the  last  time  she  rode  out. 

Dr.  F.  lays  much  stress  on  the  fact  of  Laban's  cattle  becoming 
streaked,  he,  in  consequence  of  Jacob's  plan  of  peeling  the  rods  of 
poplar,  hazel,  and  chesnut.  That  all  this  occurred  as  described  in  the 
bible,  we  have  no  wish  or  reason  to  doubt.  But  that  the  same  effect 
from  a  like  cause  has  continued  and  still  continues  to  be  produced,  is 
what  we  have  no  reason  to  believe.  Many  commentators  and  learned 
divines  explain  it  on  entirely  different  principles,  and  without  doubt  the 
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true  ones ;  to  wit :  "  that  there  was  a  (hrect  interposition  of  God  in  fa- 
vor of  the  righieous  Jacob  against  his  selfish  father-in-law,  the  crafty 
Laban  ;  and  that  he  was  directed  in  the  plan  he  adopted  by  a  divine 
intimation,  and  rendered  snccessfiil,  if  not  by  a  direct  miracle,  yet  by  the 
Lord's  giving  a  new  and  uncommon  bias  to  the  tendency  of  natural 
causes." 

If  the  Dr.  had  a  patient  bitten  by  a  poisonous  serpent,  would  he 
erect  a  brazen  serpent  upon  a  pole  and  bid  his  patient  look  upon  it  and 
be  well,  with  the  expectation  that  the  bite  would  be  rendered  harmless 
by  his  doing  so  ?  Such  was  once  the  fact ;  and  why  is  it  he  would  not 
consider  the  same  cause  and  effect  perpetuated  in  this  case,  as  well  as 
in  regard  to  the  peeled  rods  ? 

Perhaps  it  may  not  be  fairly  inferred  from  the  Dr.'s  remarks,  that  he 
believes  in  the  power  of  the  fancy  to  that  extent  the  cases  I  have  re- 
lated imply  ;  but  certainly  the  principle  is  recognized  by  him. 

I  have  already  written  enough  on  this  subject,  and  will  leave  it  for 
abler  hands,  hoping  every  friend  of  humanity  will  do  all  in  his  power  to 
dispel  this  delusion  of  the  mind  from  every  female,  for  it  is  truly  a  de- 
plorable condition.  It  renders  the  woman  who  really  believes  in  such  a 
prejudice,  truly  wretched  during  her  term  of  gestation.  Every  ungrati- 
fied  longing,  disagreeable  surprise  or  alarm,  and  every  fright  from  a  dis- 
gusting object,  seen  or  even  thought  of,  renders  her  uneasy,  and  perhaps 
nniserable,  from  the  apprehension  that  her  unborn  babe  shall  receive  a 
blemish,  deformity,  or  "  terrible  mark."  "  Her  nightly  imaginings  are 
those  of  horror,  and  the  day  affords  no  relief,  as  her  mini  teems  with 
prejudices  which  are  in  flivor  of  an  influence  most  earnestly  deprecated  ; 
and  nothing  but  the  delivery  of  an  unblemished  child  can  soothe  her 
agitated  feelings,  or  remove  her  long-cherished  fears."  The  ten  thou- 
sand stories  told  her  by  mischief-making  gossips  increase  her  wretched- 
ness; and  if  the  authority  of  physicians  is  to  be  super-added,  her  situation 
is  such  as  almost  to  make  one  desire  that  no  further  addition  should  be 
made  to  the  number  of  the  human  race. 

1  must  be  indulged,  then,  in  a  short  recapitulation  of  the  prominent 
arguments  against  so  absurd  a  notion.  These  are.  that  there  is  no  direct 
communication  between  the  mother  and  child  unborn,  no  nerves  what- 
ever, but  only  an  indirect  communication  through  the  medium  of  the  circu- 
lation ;  and  all  facts,  as  they  are  called,  which  are  adduced  to  prove  this 
doctrine,  prove  nothing  or  prove  quite  too  much — for,  as  a  general  thing,  it 
is  but  a  short  titne  before  the  birth  of  the  child  that  the  woman  dates  the 
longing,  the  fright,  sight,  or  accident,  that  has  caused  the  blemish  or  de- 
formity. It  gives  to  the  imagination  a  power  to  create,  and  a  power  to 
destroy,  as  at  a  word.  A  toe,  thumb,  leg,  or  arm,  the  likeness  of  a 
bunch  of  grapes  or  other  fruits,  of  insects  or  animals,  are  added  to  the 
child,  and  all  this  in  a  short  time,  sometimes  in  1-2  hours  ;  and  a2;ain  an 
arm,  leg,  &;c.  are  taken  away  in  the  same  time  ;  for  if  the  want  of  these 
parts  or  the  addition  of  them  is  caused  by  anything  seen,  felt,  or  long- 
ed for  by  the  female,  then  the  unborn  child  must  have  previously  been 
perfect — and  for  nature  to  produce  such  changes  in  so  short  a  time 
as  is  generally  allowed,  is  more  than  reason  will  allow  us  to  believe.     If 
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tlie  limbs  u-erc  once  perfect,  and  the  child  is  born  with  an  arm  wanting, 
what  has  become  of  the  part  removed?  If  it  once  had  tlie  usual  num- 
ber of  fingers  and  toes,  can  it  be  that  one  in  addition,  upon  each  foot 
and  hand,  has  grown  in  a  few  days  or  weeks  ?  If  the  head  was  once  a 
natural  human  head,  what  power  of  the  imagination  or  of  nature  has 
changed  it  to  that  of  a  cat,  a  turtle,  or  snake  ?  We  know  tliat  mon- 
strosities do  occur  ;  but  they  are  rare,  considering  the  great  nuuibers 
daily  born,  and  all  that  can  be  said  in  regard  to  such  things  is,  that  man 
is  fearfully  and  wonderfully  made  ;  and  that  so  very  few  are  born  with 
blemishes,  deformities,  or  unsicihtly  appearances,  is  owing  to  the  wisdom 
of  Him  who  numbereth  the  hairs  of  the  head,  and  observeih  even  the 
fall  of  the  sparrow. 

Stratford,  Conn.,  June  5,  1837. 


EPIDEMIC    AMONG  CHILDREN- 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  send  you  a  brief  sketch  of  an  epidemic  that  has  been  prevailing 
in  this  village  for  the  last  two  months.     If  you  think  it  sufficiently  inter- 
esting  to  merit  a  place  in  your  Journal,  it  is  at  your  disposal. 
Gloucester,  Sandy  Bay,  Yours,  &,c. 

June  28,  1837.  Joseph  Reynolds,  M.D. 

The  epidemic  commenced  about  the  middle  of  April.  There  have 
been  not  far  from  sixty  cases  requiring  medical  attendance,  besides  a 
large  number  in  which  only  domestic  remedies  have  been  employed. 
There  have  been,  so  far  as  I  know,  but  four  cases  in  which  adults  have 
been  affected.  In  one  of  these,  a  robust  young  man,  it  proved  fatal. 
With  these  exceptions,  the  disease  has  been  confined  to  young  children. 
In  a  large  proportion  of  the  cases,  the  subjects  have  been  under  two 
years  old. 

In  many  instances  the  attack  was  sudden  and  violent.  In  some  cases, 
the  little  patients  have  taken  their  breakfast,  and,  as  usual,  gone  to  school ; 
but  before  school  was  done  have  been  compelled  to  return  home,  and  by 
noon  have  been  vomiting  violently,  or  in  a  burning  fever,  complaining  of 
great  pain  in  the  limbs,  and  perhaps  manifesting  great  difficulty  of  breath- 
ing. Vomiting  has  been  among  the  early  symptoms,  in  very  many 
cases.  This  has  continued  from  six  to  twelve  hours,  and  been  followed 
by  great  heat,  thirst,  dyspnoea^  dry,  frequent  cough,  redness  of  the  fau- 
ces, with  painful  deglutition,  and  m  some  cases  by  swelling  and  ulcera- 
tion of  the  tonsils,  with  an  eruption  on  the  skin,  occurring  generally  on 
the  second  day.  Those  cases  in  which  the  tonsils  have  been  enlarged 
and  ulcerated,  so  far  as  I  have  observed,  have  been  attended  uniformly 
by  the  eruption.  In  those  cases  in  which  there  has  been  merely  redness 
of  the  fauces,  attended  by  painful  deglutition,  the  eruption  has  not  uni- 
formly occurred,  and  when  it  has  occurred,  has  been  less  perfectly  de- 
veloped. In  this  latter  class  of  cases,  the  affection  of  the  throat  appear- 
ed to  consist  of  an   erythema  involving  the  mucous   membrane  of  the 
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fauces,  and  extending  into  the  larynx.  In  the  former  class,  it  closely 
resembled  the  usual  affection  of  the  throat  in  scarlatina.  Both  classes 
were  attended  by  cough  and  difficult  breathing,  by  a  strong  tendency  to 
congestion  of  the  lun^s,  and  during  the  first  two  or  three  days  to  coma. 
Since  the  first  two  weeks,  the  enlaru;ement  and  ulceration  of  the  tonsils, 
and  the  eruption  of  the  skin,  have  been  rare.  The  erythematous  affec- 
tion of  the  fauces,  with  the  partial  eruption  of  the  skin,  continued  two 
or  three  weeks  longer.  During  the  last  four  weeks,  the  affection  of  the 
throat  has  occurred  but  seldom. 

During  the  first  four  weeks,  many  children  from  three  to  seven  years 
old  were  attacked.  During  the  last,  a  large  proportion  of  the  patients 
have  been  under  one  year,  and  have  presented  the  ordinary  syn)ptoms 
of  lung  fever,  attended  by  no  peculiarity,  unless  a  tendency  to  conges- 
tion of  the  lungs,  in  an  unusual  number  of  cases,  may  be  considered 
as  such. 

The  disease  has  run  its  course  rapidly,  and  generally  terminated  in 
from  five  to  seven  days.  Some  cases  have  terminated  fatally  in  three 
days.  In  several  cases  the  cough  has  continued  some  days,  and,  in  a 
few,  some  weeks  after  the  subsidence  of  the  other  symptoms,  and  the 
return  of  the  appetite. 

There  are  still  occasional  cases  of  the  affection  ;  but  it  appears  to 
exist  no  longer  among  us  as  an  epidemic.  In  most  epidemics,  the  cases 
occurring  near  their  close  are  of  milder  character  than  those  which  oc- 
cur at  their  onset :  but  several  of  the  last  cases  which  have  occurred  in 
this,  have  been  quite  severe.  The  difficulty  of  breathing,  in  several 
cases  of  very  young  patients,  has  been  peculiarly  distressing,  quite  as 
much  so  as  in  the  first  cases  that  occurred. 

In  most  instances  the  disease  has  readily  yielded  to  the  action  of 
medicine.  Out  of  forty  cases  that  have  come  under  my  treatment,  two 
have  terminated  fatally.  In  one  of  these  the  affection  of  the  tonsils 
was  strongly  marked.  In  the  other  the  affection  of  the  throat  was 
slight,  but  after  a  partial  recovery,  fits  occurred,  apparently  from  an 
error  in  diet,  and  congestion  of  the  lungs  followed.  1  am  not  aware  of 
any  peculiarity  in  the  treatment  which  I  have  adopted,  or  that  I  can 
suggest  anything  important  under  this  head.  I  will  simply  say  that  per- 
severance has  overcome  the  disease,  in  several  cases,  where  the  pros- 
pect of  recovery  was  exceedingly  small.  I  have  never  been  more 
impressed  with  the  propriety  of  "  hoping  against  hope,"  than  I  have  in 
some  cases  in  which  the  parents  and  friends  have  gathered  around  the 
little  sufferers,  in  the  momentary  expectation  of  seeing  them  expire. 

The  circumstance  that  has  struck  me  aS  peculiar  in  this  epidemic,  is 
the  combination  of  the  symptoms  of  scarlatina  with  those  of  poeumG- 
nia,  and  the  gradual  merging  of  the  former  in  those  of  the  latter. 
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MERCURIAL  PRACTICE   OF   MEDICINE. 

An  anonymous  writer  in  the  Plymouth  Memorial  has  addressed  two  can- 
did aro;umentative  letters  to  us,  on  the  sul)ject  of  the  propriety  of  pre- 
scribina;  mercurv  in  nearly  all  diseases.  As  the  series  is  to  be  continued 
we  beg  to  express  our  regret  that  the  author  did  not  send  his  communica- 
tions, with  his  name,  directly  to  the  IMed.  Journal,  in  which  he  would  have 
been  courteously  treated,  and  a  much  greater  number  of  medical  men 
could  have  participated  in  the  disquisition,  than  in  a  newspaper,  which  of 
course  cannot  command  so  many  professional  readers.  At  the  onset, 
we  wish  the  writer  here  alluded  to,  to  understand,  which  he  does  not 
now  seem  to  do,  that  neither  we  nor  our  correspondents  are  wedded  so 
closely  to  mercurials  as  to  be  blind  to  the  efficacy  of  other  remedies. 
Indeed,  he  does  not  keep  pace  with  the  age,  if  he  supposes  that  the  phy- 
sicians of  New  England,  or,  in  fact,  of  the  United  Slates  generally,  re- 
sort to  mercu'-y  as  the  Samson  of  the  materia  medica.  A  race  of  men 
are  now  on  the  stage,  who  are  influenced  by  a  more  rational  philosophy 
than  guided  the  generations  which  have  passed  away.  If  the  practice 
of  physic  has  ever  been  too  complicated  or  too  arbitrary,  it  is  now  sim- 
ple and  scientific.  But  it  were  useless  to  enter  into  a  discussion  with 
one  enveloped  in  darkness,  and  we  therefore  feel  that  there  is  no  neces- 
sity of  replying  in  detail  to  questions  emanating  from  no  tangible   point. 


Jlincvican  Medical  Library. — Duxglisox's  American  Medical  Li- 
brary, of  which  six  numbers  have  been  sent  us  by  the  publisher,  fully 
sustains  in  its  contents  the  reputation  of  its  distinguished  and  able  editor, 
■  as  the  mechanical  execution  does  of  Waldie,  its  publisher  and  printer, 
which  presents  a  striking  and  refreshing  contrast  to  the  slovenly  style  of 
some  of  the  works  for  the  use  of  the  profession,  and  we  are  glad  to  hear 
Mr.  Waldie  is  well  sustained  in  his  undertaking.  The  present  number 
contains  twenty-four  pages  of  unusually  interesting  medical  intelligence, 
foreign  and  domestic,  among  which  is  an  excellent  analysis  of  the  Trans- 
actions of  the  JMedical  Society  for  Observation  in  Paris,  by  Dr.  Bow- 
ditch  ;  the  remainder  of  Stokes's  licctures,  and  the  commencement  of 
Hamilton's  Practical  Observations  on  Midwifery.  Weeks,  Jordan  8c 
Co.,  at  the  Literary  Rooms,  Washington  street,  are  the  publishers  for 
New  England. 


Artemisia  Absinlliium  in  Epilepsrj. — Mr.  Whitmore  stated  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  London  Medical  Society  that  he  had,  for  many  years,  been 
in  the  habit  of  using  the  artemisia  absinthium  in  nervous  afl^ections. 
He  had  found  it  particularly  beneficial  in  cases  of  epilepsy,  some  of  the 
most  obstinate  cases  of  that  affection  having  yielded  to  its  employment. 
He  is  in  the  habit  of  giving  the  powder,  in  drachm  doses,  two  or  three 
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times  a-day,  and  he  has  only  known  it  fail  in  one  or  two  instances.  The 
patients  did  not  complain  of  the  bitterness  of  the  medicine  ;  he  had 
never  found  it  objected  to  on  that  head.  He  strongly  recommended  the 
members  to  give  it  a  trial,  and  to  commence  with  smaller  quantities  if 
the  doses  were  considered  too  large.  He  gave  it  mixed  with  cold  water. 
He  had  also  found  it  extremely  serviceable  in  hysteria,  severe  neuralgia, 
and  chorea. 

Pericarditis. — Dr.  Johnson,  of  London,  says  that  pericarditis  may 
exist,  to  a  great  extent,  without  any  suspicion  of  its  presence  being  ex- 
cited. He  had  lately  been  at  the  post-mortem  examination  of  a  young 
lady,  who  had  been  ill  for  five  weeks,  and  died  of  this  aflection.  Two 
physicians,  one  of  them  considered  a  good  auscultator,  had  attended  this 
patient,  and  the  presence  of  pericarditis  was  not  suspected.  There  were 
no  febrile  symptoms,  the  pulse  for  a  considerable  time  was  scarcely  per- 
ceptible, the  most  prominent  symptoms  being  great  debility,  dyspncea  on 
ascending  the  stairs,  and  troublesome  cough.  The  lungs  were  sup- 
posed to  be  at  fault.  On  examination  after  death,  the  lungs  were  found 
perfectly  healthy.  The  pericardium  contained  five  pints  of  serous  fluid, 
and  its  internal  surface  displayed,  over  a  great  extent,  a  very  fine  reticu- 
lated structure,  formed  of  adventitious  membrane.  This  case  was  one 
showing  the  fallacy  of  all  diagnostic  marks  in  some  instances.  Regard- 
ing the  treatment  of  pericarditis,  in  addition  to  calomel  and  opium,  de- 
pletion to  faintness  in  the  standing  position,  and  purgatives,  would  be 
proper  ;  as  the  disease  was  frequently  the  sequence  of  rheumatism,  col- 
chicum  and  tartarized  antimony  might  be  beneficially  employed,  the  one 
producing  a  specific  effect,  the  antimony  arresting  the  whole  powers  of 
life,  particularly  that  of  the  heart,  and  thus  saving  the  necessity  of  carry- 
ing blood-lettinff  to  an  undue  extent. 


Vaccination  at  the  Hospital  cf  Children,  St.  Petersburg. — All  the  chil- 
dren were  vaccinated  at  about  the  14th  day  after  birth.  More  than  4,000 
infants  belonging  to  the  establishment,  and  2,000  externes,  were  vacci- 
nated. The  method  pursued  is  as  follows  : — All  the  children  were  vacci- 
nated in  both  arms,  by  different  physicians,  and  with  different  vaccine 
matter.  The  lancet-point,  charged  with  matter,  was  introduced  under' 
the  epidermis,  from  above  downwards,  and  moved  about  in  the  small 
wound,  so  as  to  bring  the  vaccine  in  perfect  contact  with  the  surface. 
Six  of  these  incisions  were  made  on  each  arm,  partly  with  the  object  of 
introducing  a  greater  quantity  of  matter,  and  partly  with  that  of  render- 
ing the  operation  more  certain  ;  this  latter  was  probably  obtained,  for  on 
an  average  not  more  than  eight,  out  of  one  hundred  cases,  failed. 

The  vaccine  pustules  varied  much  in  size,  form.  Sec,  according  to  the 
individual.  In  maturely  born  and  healthy  children,  they  commonly  pre- 
sented the  aspect  described  by  Jenner,  and  run  the  same  course.  Hence 
cannot  be  admitted,  with  Rust,  and  several  other  writers,  the  idea  of  the 
vaccine  matter  having  degenerated,  especially  since  that  employed  has 
never  been  renewed  since  Jenner's  time  ;  yet  its  power  seemed  as  per- 
fect as  when  first  introduced.  The  propriety  of  vaccination,  after  a 
lapse  of  ten  to  fifteen  years,  seems  to  be  better  demonstrated  ;  for,  in 
the  children,  upon  whom  re-vaccination  was  practised,  true  vaccine  pus- 
tules manifested  themselves  in  three  out  of  one  hundred  cases. — London 
Lancet. 
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Illnslrallonfor  a  parent. — Mr.  Nicol,  bookseller  to  the  king,  had  lost 
five  children,  and  his  wile  was  in  the  family-way  for  the  sixth.  The  late 
John  Hunter,  in  passing  one  day,  dropped  in,  and  asked  Mr.  JN'icol  if  he 
intended  to  kill  this,  as  he  had  killed  all  the  rest  of  his  children.  Mr. 
N.,  who  was  a  JVorth-countryman,  had,  on  false  principles,  endeavored 
to  inure  his  children  to  cold  and  rough  usage,  thinking  that  if  they  could 
not  survive  this  they  would  never  live  to  be  reared  to  manhood.  Not 
understanding  such  a  question,  therefore,  he  demanded  of  Hunter  what 
he  meant.  "  Why,"  said  Hunter,  "  do  you  know  what  is  th«-i4impera- 
ture  of  a  hen  with  her  callow  brood  }  because  if  you  don't,  I'll  tell  you." 
He  then  proceeded  to  explain  the  necessity  of  warmth  to  young  animals, 
and  convinced  Mr.  Nicol  of  the  propriety  of  changing  his  plan,  which 
he  did,  and  with  complete  success. — Life  of  Hunter. 

Death  from  Universal  Pressure. — At  the  Gallery  of  Practical  Science 
in  the  Strand,  is  an  hydrostatic  press,  which  will  produce,  a  pressure  of 
more  than  .30,000  lbs.  on  the  square  inch.  Into  this  machine  a  live  eel 
was  lately  introduced,  and,  tenacious  of  life  as  is  that  animal,  which  will 
survive  for  hours  after  it  has  been  skinned  and  decapitated,  the  pressure 
of  the  water  by  the  machine  during  a  quarter  of  a  minute  effectually  de- 
stroyed its  life.  Immediately  afterwards  every  means  was  tried,  with  an 
energetic  galvanic  apparatus,  to  restore  life  in  the  animal,  but  in  vain. 
It  was  perfectly  insensible  and  rigid,  not  moving  a  muscle  in  the  slightest 
degree.  This  experiment  further  demonstrates  the  compressibility  of 
water,  and  was  tried  in  order  to  test  a  continually-repeated  assertion,  that 
a  living  fish  will  not  suffer  the  least  inconvenience  in  a  hydrostatic  press. 
— London  Lancet. 

Medical  Miscellany. — The  camoniile  quack,  Evans,  begins  to  rival  the 
prince  of  pill-makers,  Brandeth,  in    everything    but   getting   off'  his  nos- 
trums.— It  has  been  recently  confirmed  that  cold  water  dashed  from  the 
mouth  of  a  well,  on  a  person  prostrated  by  noxious  gases   at  the  bottom^ 
speedily  resuscitates  him. — At  the  village  of  Oos,  in  Germany,  the  thigh 
bones,  vertebriE,  and  a  tusk,  of  a  mammoth,  have   been  discovered  lorty 
feet  below  the  surface.     The  tusk  was  seven  feet   long,  white  and  ena- 
melled :  its  circumference  at   the  base,  was   nineteen  inches. — Out  of  a 
cargo  of  250  persons  sent  to  New    South  Wales,  who   were    allowed  no 
stimulants,    there    was   not    a    death   during   the    voyage.       In    another 
ship,  in  which   rum   was  allowed   by  rations,  twenty  per  cent  died  before 
reaching  Sidney. — Dr.  T.  Barlow,  and  Rufus  Dawes,  Esq.  formerly    of 
Boston,  and  Mr.  L.  M.  Fowler,  a  practical    phrenologist,  have  opened  a 
suit  of  rooms  in  Broadway,  New  York,  for  the  cultivation  of  phrenologi- 
cal   pursuits,   on    a  large    scale.     One   takes   care    of  the  crania,   Mr. 
Dawes  is  to  publish  a  journal,  and   the  third  gentleman  is  to  manipulate 
heads. — In  July  last,  the  Correctional  Tribunal  of  the  Seine  condemned 
Sieur  Girandeau  to  six  days  imprisonment  and   a  fine  of  three  hundred 
francs,  for  having  announced  secret  remedies  for  the  cure  of  syphilitic 
complaints. — A  gargle  of  alum  is  represented  to  be  an  excellent  remedy 
for  fcetor  oris. — Much  is  said,  and   more  quoted,  of  late,  from  JS'eu'nham 
on  the  disorders  of  literary   men.     Has   the   work  ever  been  on  sale  in 
Boston  ? — Dr.  Alexander  H.   Stevens,   professor  of  the   principles   and 
practice  of  surgery  in  the  New  York  College    of  Surgeons   and  Physi- 
cians, has  resigned  his  chair. — The  plague  is  spreading  in  Bulgaria. 
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Rhode  Island  Medical  Society. — This  Society  held  its  annual  meeting 
at  the  Redwood  Library  in  ]\ewport,  on  Wednesday,  June  28th.  The 
Fiske  Fund  Trustees  announced  the  award  of  two  premiums  of  forty  dol- 
lars for  the  best  dissertations  on  questions  by  them  proposed  to  the  mem- 
bers for  the  year  1836-7  ;  viz.  The  one  to  Dr.  David  King,  of  Newport,  for 
his  dissertation  on  Cholera  Infantum,  and  the  other  to  Dr.  Jacob  Fuller, 
of  Providence,  for  his  dissertation  on  Delirium  Tremens. 

The  names  of  gentlemen,  elected  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  will  be 
given  in' the  ne.xt  Journal. 

To  CoRRESPONDE.M's. — Dr.  Mansur's  CEise  of  dry  gangrene  will  be  inserted  in  . 

the  Journal  soon. — Other  papers,  before  acknowledged,  will  in  a  short  time  be    .^Jam^ 
published.  %^9^^ 

Died, — At  Philadelphia,  Frederick  Augustus  Mulenberg,  M.D.,  36. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  July  1,  25.     Males,  11 — Females,  14. 

Consumption,  3 — old  age,  2 — pericarditis,  1 — infiain.  of  the  bowels,  1 — smallpox,  1 — drowned,  3 — 
infantile,! — typhus  fever,  1 — pneumonitis,  1 — child-bed  fever,! — abscess  ofthebrain,  1 — fits,  1 — 
marasmus,  ! — apoplexy,  1 — stillborn,  3. 


NEW   MEDICAL   BOOKS. 

WILLIAM  D.  TlCKyiO)^,  Medical  Bookseller,  corner  of  Washington  and  School  streets,  has  just 
received,  Surgical  Observations  on  Tumors,  with,Cases  and  Operations;  illustrated  with  many  col- 
ored engravings.     By  John  C.  Warren,  M.D.     Price  §4,50. 

A  Treatise  on  the  Malformations,  Injuries  and  Diseases  of  tlie  Rectum  and  Anus  ;  illustrated  witli 
plates.    By  George  Bushe,  M.D.     Price  §3,25. 

Also  as  above,  may  be  found,  a  very  complete  assortment  of  Medical  Books,  which  will  be  sold  on 
the  most  reasonable  terms. 

June  14.  • 

RETREAT   FOR  INVALIDS  AND   INSANE   IN   PEPPERELL. 

DR.  N.  CUTTER  respectfully  informs  his  friends  and  the  public,  that  having  completed  the  very 
•extensive  and  important  improvements  to  his  establishment  which  he  has  for  some  time  contemplat- 
ed, he  is  now  prepared  to  receive  an  additional  number  of  patients.  Another  large  and  commodious 
building  has  just  been  erected,  more  particularly  for  the  occupation  of  invalids,  his  pleasure-grounds 
have  been  improved,  and  such  arrangements  made  as  to  secure  his  personal  attention  exclusively  to 
the  medical  treatment  of  his  patients.  Able  and  experienced  nurses  will  be  in  constant  attendance, 
and  every  exertion  made  to  render  the  establiihnient  agreeable  and  useful  to  those  who  may  be  un- 
der its  care.  3t — June  21 
Pepperell,  Mass.,  June  1,  1837. 

TO   MEDICAL   STUDENTS. 

n.  A.  DE  WAR,  M.D.  intends  forming  a  class  for  the  study  of  Dentistry,  in  every  branch.  The  num 
ber  will  be  limited,  and  each  student  will  have  an  opportunity  of  becoming  practically  acquainte 
with  all  the  operations  and  manipulations  requisite.  iJr.  I),  has  provided  a  large  and  conimodiou 
work-rooiu  for  their  exclusive  use.  Furtlier  particulars  may  be  learned  by  calling  on  Dr.  Dewar,  No. 
1  .Montgomery  Place.  tf— Oct.  19 

Boiton,  0:1.  7,  183  J. 

NEW  ENGLAND  JOURNAL  OF  MEDICINE  AND  SURGERV,  and  the  collateral  branches  of 
Science,  conducted  by  a  number  of  Physicians — from  1812  to  1827,  Iti  vols,  half  bound.  This  valua- 
ble work  is  now  nearly  out  of  print.     One  set  for  sale,  at  a  low  price,  if  applied  for  soon,  to 

W.  D.  TICKNOR, 
June  21.  Medical  Bookseller,  comer  of  Washington  and  School  Sts. 

T'      :)DORE   METCALF— APOTHECARY, 

NO.  33  Tiemnnt  street,  tc  .oors  north  of  the  Tremonl  House,  devotes  his  chief  attention  to  com- 
pounding prescriptions  ;  and  assures  physicians  that,  in  his  establishment,  no  persons  will  be  en- 
trusted with  this  duty,  except  those  of  skill  and  experience,  and  no  articles  used  but  those  of  the 
best  quality. 

T.  >!.  keeps  no  quack  medicines,  but  chooses  to  rely  for  support  upon  regular  practitioners  and  their 
patients.     He  is  permitted  to  refer  to  Urs.  Jackson  and  Reynolds. 

M  ly  24.  3m 
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D.  CtjAPP,  JR.  at  184  Wa^hincton  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  cominunicntions 
must  be  adclressed,|f»(i<t-/)ni(/.  Il  Is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  containing  the  weekly 
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OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  CLIMATE,  &c.  OF  SANTA  CRUZ. 

BY    JOSEPH    TUCKERMAN,     D.D. 

To  John  C.  Warren,  M.D.  Boston,  June,  1837. 

My  Dear  Sir, — I  avail  myself  of  tiie  earliest  opportunity  of  my  re- 
turn from  Santa  Cruz,  to  brin^  together  the  few  notes  which  1  took 
there  with  a  special  view  to  the  information  of  any  invalids,  who  might 
think  of  passing  a  winter  in  that  island  for  the  recovery  of  their  healtli. 
It  was  by  your  advice  that  I  passed  the  last  winter  there.  You  will 
remember,  that  previous  to  the  20th  of  the  last  November,  when  I  em- 
barked for  Santa  Cruz,  I  had  been  confined  for  the  greater  part  of  six 
months  by  illness  and  debility  ;  during  a  part  of  that  time,  by  a  very 
distressing  cough  ;  and  even  to  the  last  by  such  a  degree  of  pulmonary 
irritability,  that  1  was  disqualified  by  it  alike  for  action,  or  study,  or  con- 
versation. That  irritability,  and  a  cough  that  was  troublesome  in  the 
morning,  continued  till  my  return  voyage.  But  in  the  course  of  that  voy- 
age my  cough  left  me,  my  strength  increased,  and  I  hailed  the  sight  of 
my  native  land  with  much  of  the  joy  of  renovated  health.  For  this  great 
blessing,  under  the  good  providence  of  our  Father,  I  felt,  and  shall  ever 
strongly  feel,  my  great  obligations  for  the  faithful  and  affectionate  inter- 
est with  which  you  watched  over  me  through  my  long  illness  of  the  last 
spring,  and  summer,  and  autumn,  and  for  the  advice  which  led  me  to 
seek  relief  and  comfort  in  a  tropical  winter.  Nor  have  your  professional 
attentions  and  kindness  to  me  been  those  only  of  the  past  year.  The 
spring  of  several  successive  years  has  been  to  me  a  season  of  great,  and 
in  son)e  cases  of  dangerous  illness  ;  and  in  each  of  these  illnesses,  you 
have  been  to  tne  more  than  a  mere  physician.  You  have  been  to  me 
as  a  friend  and  a  brother.  Without  a  thought  of  other  reriiuneration 
than  the  gratification  of  relieving,  and  of  raising  me  up,  and  of  prepar- 
ing me  to  resume  the  service  from  which  I  had  been  taken  by  disease, 
you  were  not  less  devoted  to  my  recovery,  than  you  would  have  been, 
even  with  the  expectation  of  the  greatest  pecuniary  compensation.  lam 
g;lad,  therefore,  of  an  opportunity  to  acknowledge  what  I  owe  to  you. 
But  I  would  do  more.  It  is  indeed  but  little  more  that  I  can  do.  But 
1  can  give  you  the  results  of  my  observation  and  experience  during  the 
past  winter,  touching  questions  upon  which  each  of  us  found  it  difficult 
to  obtain  much  definite  and  satisfactory  information  ;  yet  of  great  inter- 
est to  invalids  who  think  of  going  to  Santa  Cruz  for  health.  I  can  give 
you  a  copy  of  a  thermometrical  journal,  which  was  kept  with  great 
care,  and  for  the  very  purpose  of  giving  you  the  most  exact  knowledge 
23 
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of  the  winter  teinperatuie  of  that  island.  This,  with  some  of  the  most 
important  facts  and  sut;gestions,  upon  the  topics  most  nearly  concerning 
the  comfort  of  a  winter  residence  there,  is  the  best  return  which  1  can 
now  make  to  you.  Allow  me,  however,  first,  in  a  very  few  words  to 
give  yon  the  little  I  have  gleaned  of  the  history  of  this  island  ;  or  rather, 
to  give  you  the  principal  dates  in  its  liistory. 

Santa  Cruz,  or,  as  the  island  is  also  called,  St.  Croix,  was  discovered 
by  Columbus  on  his  second  western  voyage,  on  the  14th  of  INovember, 
1493.  The  Caribs,  its  inhabitants,  called  it  Ay-ay.  Columbus  anchor- 
ed there  to  obtain  water  ;  and  while  his  boat  was  returning  from  the 
shore,  a  skirmish  took  place  with  some  of  the  natives,  in  which  several 
of  them  were  captured.  These  captives  were  carried  to  Spain.  In 
16-25,  the  Englisli  and  Dutch  jointly  took  possession  of  the  island, 
which  was  at  that  time  uninhabited.  In  1649,  the  Dutch  were  com- 
pelled to  leave  the  island,  having  been  driven  from  it  by  the  superior  force 
of  the  English.  But  the  triumph  of  the  conquerors  was  short.  In 
1650,  twelve  hundred  Spaniards  iVom  Porto  Rico  made  a  descent  upon 
ihem  in  the  night,  burned  their  habitations,  massacred  all  whom  they 
found  under  arms,  and  transported  the  remainder,  with  their  wives  and  bag- 
gage, to  the  island  of  Bermuda.  In  1651,  the  French,  under  De  Vau- 
galan,  obtained  possession  by  the  surrender  of  the  Spaniards  to  his  force. 
The  island  was  then  rich  in  forests.  But  these  were  set  on  fire  by  the 
new  conquerors,  and  the  conflagration,  it  is  said,  continued  several 
months.  But  the  grounds  thus  cleared  were  at  once  extensively  culti- 
vated, and  are  said  to  have  been  '•  incredibly  fertile."  In  1653,  Louis 
XIV.  transferred  St.  Croix,  with  St.  Kitts,  St.  Bartholomews  and  St. 
Martins,  to  the  Knights  of  Malta.  In  1665,  a  newly  formed  West  In- 
dia Company  purchased  the  island  of  the  Order  of  Malta  ;  and  in 
1674,  this  conipany  having  been  dissolved  by  a  royal  edict,  the  island 
was  again  annexed  to  the  French  Crown.  In  1696,  the  population  is 
said  to  have  been  147  whites,  exclusive  of  women  and  children,  and 
623  blacks.  But  notwithstanding;  the  extraordinary  fertility  of  the  land 
when  the  rains  were  sufficient,  yet  so  frequent  and  destructive  were  the 
droughts  at  that  time,  that,  at  the  last  named  date,  the  French  settlers, 
having  demolished  their  forts,  abandoned  the  island,  and  removed  to  St. 
Domingo.  In  1720  it  was  uninhabited.  About  that  time,  a  project  for 
its  settlement  was  formed  in  En<;land,  which,  liowever,  was  not  carried 
into  effect.  It  was  visited  by  vessels  from  all  nations,  till,  in  1727,  the 
French  captured  seven  English  merchant  vessels  which  were  lying  there, 
and  took  possession  of  the  islantl.  It  continued  to  be  the  |)roj)erty  of 
France  till  1733,  when  it  was  sold  to  a  company  of  merchants  in  Copen- 
hagen, called  the  Guinea  Company,  for  £30,750.  The  rights  of  this 
company  were  afterwards  purchased  by  the  King  of  Denmark.  In 
1754,  the  island  was  carefully  surveyed,  and  divided  into  plantations,  or 
oblong  squares  for  plantations  ;  each  plantation  measuring  3000  Danish 
feet  in  length,  from  N.  N.  West  to  S.  S.  East,  and  2000  Danish  feet  in 
breadth,  from  E.  N.  East  to  W.  S.  West,  and  containing  150  acres  of 
land,  of  40,000  square  feet  to  the  acre.  This  division  of  the  plantations 
is  continued  to  this  day.     In  1801   it  was  taken  by  the  British,  but  was 
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restored  to  Denmark  after  the  possession  of  it  for  a  few  months.  Again, 
in  1807,  it  was  taken  by  the  EngHsh,  and  was  held  by  them  till  1815, 
when  it  was  again  restored  to  liie  Danes  ;  since  which  time  St.  Croix, 
St.  Tliomas  and  St.  Joiins,  have  been  Danish  colonies.  Christianstoed, 
or  Bassin,  the  principal  town  in  St.  Croix,  and  the  seat  of  government, 
is  situated  in  latitude  17°  45"  11'  and  in  64""  41"  57'  longitude  west  of 
Greenwich.  Another  and  smaller  town,  about  fourteen  miles  frou)  Bas- 
sin, is  called  West  End,  or  Fredericksloed  ;  and  to  this  j)lace  principally 
have  invalids  hitherto  resorted.  The  language  of  the  Island  is  English. 
Its  length  is  from  25  to  30  miles  from  east  to  west,  and  upon  an  average 
about  5  or  6  miles  in  breadth.  The  high  grounds  of  the  island,  which 
make  about  a  third  part  of  it,  and  which  stretch  from  north  to  south, 
are  formed  of  innumerable  small  swells  of  land  rising  one  above  another, 
and  are  very  beautiful  ;  and  especially  as  they  are  seen  from  shipboard, 
while  sailing  along  the  coast.  The  highest  of  them  are  from  12  to 
1400  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 

I  shall  have  occasion  hereafter  to  speak  of  the  mitigated  form  of 
slavery  in  the  Danish  Islands,  and  of  the  productions  and  interior  condi- 
tion of  Santa  Cruz.  1  will  now,  in  the  first  place,  give  you  my  tables 
of  its  temperature,  from  the  7th  of  December,  1836,  the  day  after  my 
arrival  there,  to  the  8lh  of  May,  1837,  the  day  on  which  1  embarked 
for  home. 

DECEMBER,   18^6. 
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The  extremes  of  temperature  this  month 
were  71  1-2,  and  81  3-4. 

Tlie  greatest  variation  of  temperature  on 
any  day  was  7  1-2  degrees.  Tlie  smallest 
variation  on  any  day  was  2  1-2  degrees. 

The  mean  temperature  of  tfie  month 
was  70. 

Frequent  small  showers  occurred  in  this, 
as  in  the  preceding  month,  but  with  less 
frequency  at  its  close. 

I  passed  tlie  months  of  December  and 
January  at  Fredcrickstocd,  or  West  p]nd. 
During  that  time,  I  lived  in  No.  10  Sirand 
Street,  and  my  thermometer  was  suspend- 
ed in  the  cofdest  part  of  the  hall  of  th.it 
house.  The  house  fronts  west,  and  is  open 
also  to  the  east  ;  and  has  a  constant  draft 
through  its  hall  whenever  the  wind  is  fa- 
vorable to  a  passage  through  it. 
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On  the  1st  day  of  this  month  I  removed 
to  Bassin,  the  Eastern  town  of  this  island  ; 
and,  till  the  22d  of  the  month,  lived  in  a 
house  there  upon  elevated  ground.  I 
thought  the  air  of  Bassin  diier,  and  more 
grateful  to  the  feelings,  than  that  of  \V'est 
End.  On  the  22d  I  removed  to  the  Pearl 
estate,  a  bleak  and  almost  altogelher  com- 
fortless situation.  There  1  remained  three 
weeks,  and  in  that  time  lost  more  strength 
than  I  had  gained  in  the  preceding  six  or 
eight  weeks. 

The  extremes  of  temperature  this  month 
were  73,  and  b2. 

The  greatest  variation  of  temperature  on 
any  day  was  b  degrees.  The  smallest  was 
3  degrees. 

The  mean  temperature  of  the  month  was 
77  1-2  degrees. 

'i'here  were  two  short  but  heavy  showers 
in  this  month  ;  one  on  the  81I1,  and  the 
other  on  the  14th.  Otherwise  the  weather 
was  clear  and  very  beautiful. 
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A  cold  northerly  wind  prevailed  from 
about  the  7th,  to  the  iilst  of  this  month. 
On  the  30th  there  was  a  heavy  rain,  which 
continned  to  fall  for  tliree  hours.  Perhaps 
not  a  siixth  part  so  much  had  fallen  in  the 
preceding  four  months. 

On  the  14th  of  this  month  I  returned  to 
the  house,  in  Bassin,  which  I  had  left 
three  weeks  before. 

The  extremes  of  temperature  this  month 
were  67  1-2,  and  84  1-2. 

The  greatest  variation  of  temperature 
•on  any  day  was  14  1-2  degrees.  The 
smallest  variation  was  2  degrees. 

The  mean  temperature  of  the  month 
was  74. 
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On  the  2r)th  of  this  month  I  left  Bassin, 
and  returned  to  West  End.  At  the  time 
of  leaving  Bassin,  the  country  around  it 
had  the  appearance  of  almost  utter  sterihty. 
The  canes  were  yellow  from  exhaustion 
of  their  moisture,  the  grass  was  nearly 
burnt  up,  and  a  number  of  rattle  had  died 
from  want  of  water.  At  West  End  we 
found  a  beautiful  verdure,  for  frequent 
small  showers  had  fallen  there.  But  the 
air  had  become  unelastic,  and  we  all  with- 
ered under  its  influence. 

The  extremes  of  temperature  this  month 
were  73,  and  85. 

The  greatest  variation  of  temperature 
on  any  day  was  7  1-2.  The  least  varia- 
tion, 2. 

The  mean  temperature  of  (his  month 
was  76. 
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The  exlreines  of  tcmpernture  in  the  first 
week  in  May  were  76,  and  85. 

The  greatest  variation  of  temperature 
on  any  day  was  9,  and  the  least  variation 
5  degrees. 

The  mean  temperature  of  this  weeli  was 
SO  1-2. 


I  have  not  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  temperature  of  the  tropical 
regions,  to  be  able  to  compare  that  of  Santa  Cruz  with  the  temperature 
of  other  places  in  those  regions.  Of  the  equability  of  that  of  Santa  Cruz 
I  need  say  nothing.  The  preceding  tables  will  show,  that,  compared 
with  our  own,  it  is  very  remarkable.  It  is,  however,  worthy  of  obser- 
vation, that  very  small  changes,  as  indicated  by  the  thermometer — for 
example,  of  three,  four  or  five  degrees — are  scarcely  less  felt,  and  oc- 
casion a  scarcely  less  uncomfortable  state  of  feeling,  than  changes  of 
eight,  ten,  or  fifteen  degrees  in  our  own  climate.  When  the  wind  comes 
from  the  south  east,  the  temperature  is  as  delightful  as  can  be  con- 
ceived. This  is  the  Trade  Wind.  But  the  wind  is  hardly  less  variable 
there,  than  here.  From  the  east  it  is  even  pleasant,  and  occasions  no 
chill.  But  when  it  comes  from  the  nortli,  it  is  little  less  uncomfortable 
than  is  an  east  wind  with  us  in  July  or  August.  Nor  does  it  imfre- 
quently  blow  from  the  north.  Nor,  when  from  this  direction,  is  it  less 
disagreeable  to  those  who  have  been  long  in  the  island,  and  to  Creoles, 
than  to  strangers  and  invalids.  Yet  not  much  will  be  suffered  from  it 
by  those  who  shall  be  willing,  during  its  continuance,  to  keep  within 
their  rooms,  or  to  make  the  small  change  which  shall  be  required  in 
their  dress.  I  had  a  long  and  full  calico  dressing  gown,  which  I  was 
accustomed,  when  I  felt  any  unpleasant  coolness  in  the  atmosphere,  to 
throw  over  my  shoulders  ;  and,  wrapped  in  this  gown,  I  was  at  once 
made  comfortable  after  having  felt  the  chill  of  a  northerly  wind.  This 
gown,  I  may  here  also  remark,  was  of  great  use  to  me  when  I  came  in 
heated  by  a  walk,  or  a  ride.  1  used  it  altogether  as  a  cloak,  and  gradual- 
ly cooled  myself  within  it.  The  temperature  of  the  night  is,  1  believe, 
seldom  below  70,  except,  perhaps,  at  an  hour  before  day.  I  know  not 
that  I  ever  felt  the  warmth  to  be  so  great  as  to  interrupt  sleep.  1  al- 
ways slept  with  a  window  partly  open,  taking  care  that  there  should 
not  be  a  current  of  air  over  the  bed  ;  and,  except  at  the  approach  of 
morning,  I  seldom  wanted  any  more  covering  when  in  bed,  than  a  single 
sheet.  I  would,  however,  advise  an  invalid  to  carry  there  a  piece  of 
carpet,  to  be  laid  by  his  bedside.  He  will  find  it  difficult  to  obtain  one 
there,  and  it  will  add  much  to  his  comfort  as  a  protection  from  a  cold 
floor.  One  of  the  oldest  and  most  intelligent  men  in  the  island  told 
tne,  that  he  had  never  known  the  mercury  in  the  thermometer  to  be  be- 
low 68  in  February,   nor  above   92   in   August.     He  had,  however,  al- 
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ways  lived  in  the  town.  On  the  high  grounds  in  the  country  it  fell 
several  times  within  the  past  winter,  a  short  time  before  day,  as  low  as 
65.  The  barometer  never  varies  more  than  from  one  to  three  lines,  ex- 
cept in  the  hurricane  months.  These  months  extend  from  the  25th  of 
July  to  the  25th  of  October.  Then  the  (all  in  the  barometer,  immedi- 
ately preceding  a  hurricane,  may  be  fifteen  lines  in  as  many  minutes. 

It  is  common  to  speak  of  the  hurricane  months  in  a  manner  which  in- 
timates, that  during  these  months,  there  is  a  constant  exposure  to  suc- 
cessive hurricanes.  The  fact,  however,  is  far  otherwise.  There  is  sel- 
dom more  than  one  hurricane  within  the  hurricane  season  ;  and  the 
year  1835  passed  without  one.  Yet  this  is  a  visitation  always  looked 
for  during  the  above  named  term  ;  and  bars  and  cords  are  then  kept  in 
constant  readiness,  for  the  security  of  windows  and  doors.  A  hurricane 
seldom  lasts  longer  than  six  hours.  Yet  within  this  space,  it  can  pro- 
duce wide  spread  and  terrible  desolation.  It  has,  to  a  great  extent,  de- 
nuded Santa  Cruz  of  its  trees  ;  and  is  the  principal  cause  to  which  is 
ascribed  the  small  quantity  of  fruit,  compared  with  that  which  a  stranger 
would  liave  expected  to  have  found  there. 

In  view  of  the  temperature  of  this  island,  it  will  be  perceived  that 
the  change  is  a  very  great  one  which  is  made  by  going  there  from  any 
part  of  New  England,  either  in  November,  or  in  one  of  our  winter 
months  ;  and  no  one,  and  especially  no  invalid,  should  make  this 
change,  who  shall  not  previously  have  resolved  that  he  will  faithfully 
conform  to  the  new  conditions  of  life  and  comfort  under  which  he  will 
there  find  hin)self  One  of  these  conditions,  and  a  very  important  one, 
is,  that  he  should  neither  too  suddenly,  nor  to  too  great  an  extent,  make 
a  change  of  his  clotliing  there.  For  example,  in  embarking  for  Santa 
Cruz,  we  leave  a  cold,  and  it  may  be  a  winter  climate,  in  which  we 
have  worn  winter  <£armeiits,  and  perhaps  have  been  in  the  daily  enjoy- 
ment of  a  generous  winter  fire.  Nor,  till  we  shall  have  reached  the 
latitude  of  35,  or  perhaps  of  30,  shall  we  begin  to  I'eel  the  softened 
atmosphere  of  a  southern  sky.  Not  only  an  invalid,  therefore,  but  even  a 
healthy  man,  will  of  course  continue  to  wear  his  winter  garments  during 
half,  or  it  may  be,  more  than  half  of  his  voyage.  But  in  his  way  from 
the  latitude  of  30,  to  20,  and  to  17,  the  latitude  of  St.  Croix,  every 
day  and  hour  will  bring  him  nearer  to  the  warmth  of  midsummer  at  home. 
The  heat,  not  only  at  midday,  but  in  his  state-room  at  night,  may  be 
very  oppressive.  A  very  considerable  change  of  dress,  under  these 
circumstances,  may  be  safely  made  by  the  healthy  and  vigorous.  But 
it  is  not  so  with  an  invalid.  Neither  on  shipboard  nor  on  shore,  will  he 
be  safe  from  the  influence  of  chan2;es  of  temperature,  should  he  wear  a 
coat  or  pantaloons  lighter  than  of  thin  kersimere,  or  of  thin  woolen  of 
some  sort.  Nor  should  he  in  any  case  cast  aside  his  flannel  waistcoat, 
except  at  night,  when  indeed  it  should  never  be  worn.  He  may  substi- 
tute a  new  and  thin,  for  an  old  and  tliickened  flannel ;  and,  should  he 
find  the  heat  enfeebling,  cotton  drawers  may  be  substituted  for  flannel. 
But  even  this  change  should  be  cautiously  made.  Thin  worsted  socks 
also  will  now  be  found  more  comfortable  than  cotton  ;  and  shoes  should 
be  worn  of  a  sufficient  thickness  to  secure   the  wearer  from  feeling  the 
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cold  damp  of  the  ground,  should  he  at  any  lime  find  it  necessary  to  walk 
over  such  2,round.  The  thin  sununer  boots  which  are  worn  here  will 
indeed  be  found  preferable  to  shoes,  especially  as  a  protection  against 
the  stings  of  musquiioes,  to  which  every  day  and  everywhere  there  will 
be  more  or  less  exposure.  On  this  to|)ic  I  need  only  add,  that  the  com- 
mon hat  of  the  West  Indies  is  the  Panama  hat.  But  it  is  uncomfort- 
ably heavy.  A  broad-brimmed,  and  light  white  beaver,  or  wool  hat, 
will  be  found  far  more  agreeable.  The  roads  in  the  country,  and  the 
streets  at  West  End,  are  covered  with  marl,  which  gives  a  painful  bril- 
liancy to  the  light.  ]\ot  only,  therefore,  will  a  broad  brim  to  the  hat  be 
found  a  great  convenience,  as  a  protection  of  the  eyes,  but  1  would  ad- 
vise every  one  who  shall  go  there  to  carry  with  him  spectacles  with 
colored  glass,  and  a  light  umbrella  to  be  used  as  a  parasol.  This  para- 
sol will  be  far  more  frequently  needed,  than  a  lar2;er  and  heavier  um- 
brella for  protection  against  the  rain.  I  give  you  this  detail,  because  the 
particulars  comprehended  in  it  were  daily  for(;ed  ujion  my  attention,  by 
the  observation  and  experience  of  the  last  winter.  A  cold  may  be 
taken  in  an  hour,  as  well  as  in  a  day  ;  and  a  large  proportion  of  the 
colds,  from  which  have  resulted  the  diseases  which  have  terminated  in 
death,  have  been  from  short  exposures,  and  might  have  been  avoided  by 
a  proper  attention  to  clothing  with  respect  to  the  exigency  of  the  time. 

[To  be  continued.] 


A   SINGULAR   CASE. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Mrs.  F.  was  confined,  with  her  first  child,  in  March,  1835.  Nothing 
uncommon  occurred  during  labor.  After  the  delivery  of  the  secundines, 
haemorrhage  commenced.  Dr.  K.,  her  accoucheur,  employed  such 
remedies  as  were  at  hand,  and  among  others,  the  tampon.  The  hae- 
morrhage subsided,  and  Dr.  K.,  being  called  to  another  patient,  left  her, 
with  directions  to  keep  her  cool  and  quiet.  The  doctor  returned  in  a 
few  hours  ;  found  her  in  considerable  pain,  but  no  haemorrhage  ;  directed 
an  anodyne,  elix.  paregoric,  and  requested  Mrs.  S.,  the  mother  of  the  pa- 
tient, to  remove  the  cloths  in  the  morning.  The  following  day  the  Dr. 
called,  and  made  inquiry  of  Mrs.  S.  whether  she  had  done  as  directed. 
She  replied,  "  I  removed  all  I  could  find,"  She  had  at  this  time  con- 
siderable pain,  for  which  an  anodyne  was  prescribed.  In  a  few  days 
from  the  time  of  her  accouchment  the  lochia  became  rather  profuse  and 
quite  foetid.  She  continued  in  this  condition  four  or  five  weeks,  with 
the  lochia  increasing  in  quantity  and  foetor.  She  was  unable  to  leave 
her  bed,  and  it  was  thought  best  to  have  counsel.  Dr.  W.,  an  aged 
physician  of  respectability  and  much  experience,  met  Dr.  K.  Dr.  W. 
made  inquiries  in  relation  to  her  labor  and  condition  up  to  the  time, 
and  inquired  in  regard  to  the  uterus,  whether  all  ivas  right.  Dr.  K. 
replied  in  the  affirmative.  Dr.  W.  did  not  make  any  examination  per 
vaginam — thought  it  not  necessary,  from  the  representations  made  him 
by  Dr.  K.     Some  little  change  in  the  constitutional  remedies  was  the 
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result  of  the  consullation.  She  improved  soinewliat  in  strength  under 
treatment,  and  alter  a  short  time  was  able  to  leave  her  bed,  but 
could  not  sii  down,  and  could  walk  only  when  the  perineum  was  sus- 
tained by  the  hand,  as  the  weight  and  pressure  of  sometldna;  hurt  her 
very  considerably.  She  contrived  a  suspensory  bandage,  which  added 
much  to  her  comfort,  although  the  continual  discharge  made  it  uncom- 
fortable to  wear.  At  this  time  the  discharge  from  the  vagina  was  pro- 
fuse and  intolerably  foetid. 

At  the  ex[)iration  of  some  four  nmnths,  her  sufferings  being  very  se- 
vere, she  concluded  to  have  still  further  advice.  Dr.  McG.  was  called, 
who  met  Dr.  K.  An  examination  was  liad.  Ti)ey  found  something 
low  in  the  vagina,  around  which,  Dr.  McG.  remarked,  he  could  pass  his 
finger;  that  whatever  it  should  prove  to  be,  it  was  tender  to  the  touch, 
or  that  an  examination,  on  account  of  the  increased  sensibility  ol  the 
parts,  was  painful.  They  did  not,  however,  arrive  at  any  definite  con- 
clusion as  regarded  the  pathology  of  her  case,  but  concluded  to  have 
another  consultation  the  next  week,  which,  however,  did  not  take  place. 
About  this  lime  she  connnenced  using  injections,  with  the  view  of  keep- 
ing the  parts  clean,  and  thus  obviating  fcetor. 

She  passed  along  without  any  favorable  change  until  another  four 
months  had  expired,  alike  offensive  to  herself  and  to  all  about  her,  suf- 
fering not  only  from  the  stench,  but  from  pain  and  the  excoriating  ef- 
fects of  the  dischaige,  bandage,  &.c.,  until  her  sufferings  became  abso- 
lutely insupportable.  She  concluded  to  make  one  more  effort  to  obtain 
relief,  and  sent  for  Dr.  H.,  who  visited  her,  made  an  examination,  called 
her  difficulty  a  retroversion  of  the  uterus,  directed  injections  of  a  solu- 
tion of  creosote,  and  left  her.  The  directions  of  Dr.  H.  gave  her  no 
relief,  and  she  gave  up  all  idea  of  again  being  restored  to  health.  From 
time  to  time,  when  she  had  felt  more  than  usual  the  "  falling  down,"  as 
she  called  it,  she  had,  as  well  as  she  could,  endeavored  to  see  what  it 
was  that  troubled  her  so  much,  and  had  remarked,  through  her  mother, 
lo  Dr.  K.,  that  it  looked  like  coarse  threads  passing  over  each  other. 
The  doctor  said  it  might  be  the  vessels  of  the  womb  enlarged. 

Thus  she  suffered  from  week  to  week,  and  from  month  to  month, 
without  any  alleviation,  until  about  the  middle  of  the  month  of  April, 
1836.  In  one  of  her  examinations  at  this  time,  she  found  the  appear- 
ance and  color  of  the  thing  had  changed,  and  become  quite  dark.  She 
made  up  her  mind  fully  that  the  womb  was  mortified,  and  thought,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  that  she  must  die.  She  called  some  of  her  female 
friends,  stated  to  them  her  fears,  and  asked  their  advice.  They  decided 
upon  an  autopsical  examination.  They  found  something  of  a  dark 
color  low  in  the  vagina,  and  from  it  hung  some  shreds,  looking  like  de- 
cayed animal  matter.  These  they  carefully  detached,  and  on  a  minute 
inspection  concluded  they  were  composed  of  materials  with  which  they 
were  better  acquainted  than  they  were  with  the  tissues  of  the  hu- 
man system,  even  linen  threads.  Dr.  K.  was  immediately  sent  for.  He 
came,  and  removed  from  the  vagina  the  one  half  of  a  coarse  linen  pillow 
case,  which  he  had  thirteen  months  before  placed  there  in  the  shape  of 
a  tampon.     The  offensive  discharge  immediately  ceased,  her  health  and 
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strength  returned  rnpifily,  an'I  in  a  short  time  she  was  well,  and,  I  may 
now  add,  lias  borne  twins. 

These  facts  (for  facts  they  are)  require  at  my  hands  no  comnient. 
If  the  circumstances  here  related  will  serve  to  imjiress  more  strongly 
upon  the  mind  of  the  youn^  practitioner  tiie  importance  of  removing 
the  tampon  when  it  may  have  been  judiciously  applied,  and  of  care  in 
making  examinations  per  vaginam,  the  reporter  of  this  case  will  feel  him- 
self abundantly  rewarded. 

Sliould  the  tampon  ever  be  applied  after  delivery  at  the  full  period  of 
utero-gestation  ?  Elliot. 

Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  June,  1837. 


CASE   OF  DRY  GANGRENE   SUCCESSFULLY   TREATED. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  have  drawn  up  a  sketch  of  a  case  of  gangrena  necrosis  of 
Good,  which,  if  you  think  worthy  an  insertion  in  your  Journal,  1  shall 
not  think  my  labor  is  spent  for  naught. 

Mrs.  G.,  an  Irish  woman,  was  delivered  of  a  female  infant  at  the  Lj-ing- 
in  Hospital,  Boston,  according  to  her  statement,  Nov.  26,  1836.  The 
child  did  well  and  evinced  every  mark  of  health  up  to  the  14ihor  15th  of 
Feb.,  1837,  when  at  night  the  mother  noticed  the  following  symptoms: 
vomiting,  restlessness,  jactitation,  thirst,  heat  of  the  skin,  &.c.  These 
symptoms  continued,  and  the  next  day  two  or  more  livid  spots  were 
noticed  on  the  nates,  nearly  the  size  of  the  adult  finger  nail.  The  skin 
by  this  time  bei;an  to  shrink,  became  livid,  dry  and  dusky.  Tlie  eyes 
presented  a  peculiar  appearance,  being  partly  rolled  up  in  their  sockets. 
They  had  the  appearance  of  great  distress  of  body  and  mind,  and  seem- 
ed to  sparkle  with  brightness  ;  projecting,  as  it  were,  from  their  orbits, 
it  seemed  as  if  they  would  fly  from  the  head  of  the  little  sufferer. 

These  symptoms  continued,  with  little  or  no  mitigation,  but  with  an 
addition  of  many  others,  till  Feb.  28th,  when  I  was  called  to  see  it.  I 
found  it  stru^^ling  in  agony.  All  the  symptoms  above  named  were 
present,  and  others,  as  screaming,  clonic  spasms  and  sloughing  of  the 
nates.  The  pulse  were  quick,  so  much  so  that  it  was  not  easy  to  count 
them.  The  skin  was  shrivelled,  livid,  very  dry  and  inelastic.  There 
was  much  emariation,  the  patient  appearing  to  be  little  else  than  "  skin 
and  bone."  More  than  one  third  of  the  flesh  of  the  nates  had  been 
thrown  off,  leaving  a  surface  very  tender  to  the  touch,  red  and  bleed- 
ing. On  the  right  natis,  was  a  piece  of  deadened  flesh,  as  large,  upon  the 
exterior  surface,  as  the  three  principal  fingers  of  the  adult  hand.  It  was 
black,  dry,  and  hard  as  wood.  The  surrounding  parts  w-ere  emaciated 
and  withered,  evidently  showing  that  the  animal  oil,  flesh  and  fluids, 
were  absorbed  ;  "  mummicp.  instnr  pars  affccta." — Prof  Frank.  Its 
appetite  was  morbidly  keen  ;  it  would  take  almost  anything  into  the 
stomach,  but  would  immediately  reject  it.  This  had  been  a  uniform 
symptom,  according  to  the  statement  of  the  mother. 

Upon  a  close  examination,  I  thought  the  natural  indication  was  a 
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want  of  vitality  in  the  ])arts  affected.  1  prescribed  a  poultice  to  be 
made  of  the  settlings  of  beer  and  Indian  meal,  to  be  applied  to  the 
surfaces  of  the  disorganized  parts,  and  a  half  grain  of  opium  to  be  given 
every  six  hours  unless  the  vomiting  abated.  1  directed  the  mother  to  let 
it  nurse  what  it  would  take.  I  called  the  next  day,  and  the  symptoms 
were  somewhat  relieved.  The  child  had  rested  some  in  the  nisiht,  and 
the  vomiting  was  less  urgent.  I  directed  a  poultice  to  be  applied  every 
nii^ht,  and  the  opiate  as  before,  to  be  continued  three  or  four  days. 
My  object  was  to  put  the  functions  under  the  influence  of  opium,  so  far 
as  possible  and  not  produce  narcotic  effects  on  the  brain.  At  the  expi- 
ration of  this  time  1  saw  it  ;  tl)e  disorganizing  process  liad  stopped,  and 
granulations  had  conmienced.  At  some  points  there  was  an  excess,  and 
1  used  the  caustic  to  take  them  down.  I  raised  the  dead  substance  from 
the  natis.  !t  extended  beneath  nearly  to  the  sacrum,  in  the  central 
point,  and  the  line  of  demarkation  was  very  distinct  between  the  morti- 
fied part  and  the  more  healthy.  It  left  an  irritable  surface,  from  which 
oozed  a  very  little  blood.  I  stopped  the  use  of  the  poultice,  and  order- 
ed dressings  of  lint  and  simple  cerate  for  the  local  treatment,  and  opiates 
to  be  continued  as  often  as  one  in  six  hours,  unless  quiet  with  less.  I 
continued  this  treatment  for  a  week,  with  little  variation,  v^hen  the  constitu- 
tional symptoms  were  evidently  relieved,  and  the  healing  process  was 
fully  established.  The  stomach  being  still  irritable,  it  eructated  the 
medicine  and  nearly  everything  else,  so  that  it  was  impossible  to  pro- 
duce perfect  quietude  of  the  functions  by  this  treatment.  However, 
concluding  it  as  good  as  any  I  could  devise,  1  continued  it. 

In  two  weeks  the  symptoms  were  considerably  mitigated  ;  the  stomach 
less  irritable,  the  spasms  of  the  muscular  system  less  urgent,  the  aspect 
of  the  eye  less  strained  and  wild  ;  the  healing  of  the  pans  was  going  on, 
but  slowly.  The  bowels  had  become  tight,  for  which  oleum  ricini  was 
used.  The  patient  had  at  this  time  much  sweating  most  of  the  time, 
and  particularly  nights.  This  symptom  was  successfully  treated  with 
the  acid  sulp.  arom.  dil.  v.  gtts.  given  at  night  in  a  spoonful  of  water. 
The  bowels  became  more  regular,  and  the  patient  continued  to  improve, 
slowly  but  steadily,  under  this  treatment,  with  very  little  variation,  up  to 
the  20th  of  June,  when  the  skin  of  the  nates  was  considerably  well  or- 
ganized. The  functions  were  pretty  well  restored  to  healthy  action,  and 
the  child  bright  and  lively.  Having  some  reason  to  suppose  the  milk  of 
the  mother  contained  properties  which  had  an  effect  to  keep  up  the 
disease,  I  advised  her  to  take  it  from  the  breast  and  put  it  upon  a  diet 
of  cow's  milk,  which  was  complied  with,  and  the  patient  will  probably 
do  well.  Respectfully  yours,  &,c. 

Lowell,  June  21th,  1837.  Moody  Mansur. 
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BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURG  I  C  A  L  JOURN  AL. 

BOSTON,    JULY     12,     1  8  :}  7 . 

DISEASES   OF   THE   KNEE-JOINT.* 

The  author  of  the  last  annual  discourse  before  the  Massachusetts  Medi- 
cal Society,  being  etrictly  a  matter  of  fact  man,  instead  of  alternpling  to 
surprise  the  audience  with  poetical  images,  addressed  himself  to  plain 
practical  men  on  a  topic  that  could  not  be  otherwise  than  interesting. 
Practitioners  find  themselves  obliged,  from  motives  of  interest,  were  they 
under  no  moral  obligations  to  society,  to  study  the  nature  of  diseases, 
and  therefore  avail  tliemselves  of  every  opportunity  of  acquiring  informa- 
tion from  those  whose  sphere  of  action  has  been  equal  to  their  skill  and 
ambition.  Dr.  Hayward's  diligent  course  in  the  field  of  clinical  sur- 
gery led  the  fellows  of  the  Society  whom  he  was  selected  to  address,  to 
expect  something  of  real  utility.  In  this  they  were  not  disappointed. 
Here  is  a  treatise  on  the  various  diseases  of  one  of  the  most  essential 
articulations  of  the  body,  all  compressed  into  the  narrow  limits  of  twen- 
ty-eight pages.  It  would  be  delightful,  in  after  years,  to  discover  this 
to  be  merely  a  chapter  of  some  great  quarto,  even  now  in  embryo,  which 
is  to  be  a  memorial  of  the  author's  labors  in  operative  surgery.  The 
lament  that  our  surgeons  are  all  cutters,  instead  of  writers,  is  not  pecu- 
liar to  this  oflice.  However,  a  redeeming  spirit  seems  to  be  abroad. 
Since  the  publication  of  Dr.  Warren's  splendid  work,  a  new  impulse,  at 
least,  has  been  manifested,  and  things  may  yet  wear  a  still  brighter 
aspect. 

The  narrow  limits  to  which  we  are  confined,  preclude  the  possibility 
of  extracting  from  this  discourse,  in  the  order  which  would  be  desira- 
ble. Here  and  there,  only,  a  paragraph  can  be  taken  by  way  of  speci- 
men.     The  following  might  be  committed  to  memory,  to  good  profit. 

"  Of  iiiflainmatiGH  of  the  sijnovial  membrane . — The  synovial  membrane, 
which  forms  the  lining  of  the  interior  of  the  joints,  has  a  close  resem- 
blance to  the  serous  membranes.  It  difl^ers  from  them,  however,  slightly 
in  its  functions  ;  its  office  being  to  secrete  the  synovia,  a  fluid  which  is 
similar  to  serum,  but  which  contains  more  albumen. 

"  The  synovial  membrane  is  the  frequent  seat  of  acute  inflammation. 
It  arises  sometimes  from  accidents,  sometimes  from  exposure  to  cold, 
and  occasionally  it  comes  on  without  any  assignable  cause.  It  is  most 
often  met  with  in  those  joints  that  are  least  protected  by  the  soft  parts  ; 
and,  consequently,  it  is  supposed,  that  changes  of  temperature  have  no 
small  degree  of  influence  in  its  production.  It  varies  very  much  in  in- 
tensity. In  severe  cases,  it  is  attended  with  great  pain  at  its  commence- 
ment, and  the  general  system  is  much  affected,  the  appetite  being  im- 
paired or  altogether  lost,  the  secretions  diminished,  and  the  circulating 
system  highly  excited.  It  is  most  common  in  adults,  and  rarely  occurs 
spontaneously  in  young  chidren. 

*  A  Discourse  on  some  of  the  Diseases  of  the  Knee-joint  ;  delivered  before  the  .Mn^sachusetta 
Mediciil  .Society,  at  their  annual  ineetiujr,  May  HI,  18:t7.  By  George  Hayward,  M.l).,  I'rof.  of  the 
Principles  of  Siirsery,  and  of  Clinical  Surgery,  in  Harvard  University,  and  Surgeon  to  the  Massa- 
chusetts General  Hospital. 
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"  When  the  whole  or  the  greater  part  of  the  synovial  membrane  is  in- 
flamed from  the  beginning  of  the  attack,  tlie  pain  is  felt  throughout  the 
joint,  and  swelling  comes  on  almost  immediately.  J?ut  when  the  inflam- 
mation is  confined,  at  the  onset,  as  it  often  is,  to  one  part  of  the  mem- 
brane, the  pain  is  also  limited  to  that  spot,  but  extends  with  the  disease, 
which  usually  involves  the  whole  articulation.  In  this  case,  the  swelling 
is  not  discoverable  at  first. 

"  There  is  something  peculiar  about  the  swelling.  The  whole  joint  is 
not  swollen  in  the  beginning  ;  the  enlargement  is  perceptible  only  in 
certain  parts,  as  it  arises,  in  the  early  stages,  from  an  increased  secre- 
tion of  synovia,  which  distends  the  ligaments.  It  is,  consequently,  most 
apparent  on  the  anterior  and  lower  part  of  the  thigh,  under  the  extensor 
muscles,  and  on  each  side  of  the  ligament  of  the  patella.  At  this  period 
a  fluctuation  can  usually  be  perceived  ;  but  if  the  disease  continues,  the 
ligaments  become  so  much  thickened  by  the  deposition  of  fibrin,  that  it 
cannot  be  detected,  and  the  form  of  the  swelling  is  also  changed. 

"  If  the  inflammation  be  severe,  the  integuments  are  discolored  at  an 
early  period  ;  but  it  is  no  unusual  thing,  to  see  this  discoloration  limited  to 
a  part  of  the  joint,  and  not  extending  over  the  whole  of  it,  till  the  disease 
has  continued  for  some  days.  In  fact,  I  have  seen  some  cases,  and 
those  not  of  a  very  mild  character,  in  which  there  was  only  a  slight  red- 
ness on  a  circumscribed  spot  during  the  whole  course  of  the  afiection. 
The  color  is  somewhat  peculiar,  resembling  the  blush  of  red  that  is  seen 
in  the  beginning  of  erysipelatous  inflammation." 

The  treatment  embraces,  we  have  reasons  for  believing,  the  practice 
of  the  Mass.  Gen.  Hospital  in  such  cases. 

"  The  treatment  of  acute  synovial  inflammation  is  principally  local. 
Though  entire  rest  of  the  limb  is  very  important,  it  is  hardly  necessary 
to  direct  it,  as  motion  gives  so  much  pain  that  the  patient  has  no  disposi- 
tion to  move  it. 

"  Topical  bleeding  and  cold  lotions  are  among  the  most  powerful 
means  of  prevetiting  suppuration;  but  if,  notwithstanding  their  use,  this 
takes  place,  warm  poultices  and  fomentations  must  be  substituted  for 
them.  In  severe  cases,  general  bloodletting  is  sometimes  necessary  ; 
and  in  every  case,  purgatives  are  useful,  and  a  mild,  liquid  diet,  small  in 
quantity,  and  slightly  nutritious,  is  the  best,  as  well  as  the  most  agree- 
able. Counter-irritation  should  be  used,  if  the  swelling  continues  after 
the  active  inflammation  is  subdued." 

Again,  in  an  advanced  stage  of  the  disease.  Dr.  Hayward  goes  on  to 
say,  "  Among  the  most  important  applications  are  a  mixture  of  olive  oil 
and  sulphuric  acid,  the  tartar  emetic  ointment,  and  the  ammoniated  lini- 
ment with  the  tincture  of  cantharides.  In  those  cases  in  which  there  is 
reason  to  think  that  the  patient  is  afiected  with  scrofula,  some  prepara- 
tion of  iodine  combined  with  simple  cerate  n)ay  be  advantageously  employ- 
ed ;  either  iodine  itself,  or  the  hydriodate  of  soda  or  potash." 

Next,  morbid  changes  of  structure  of  the  synovial  membrane  ;  ulcerations 
of  the  cartilages  ;  and  the  diseases  of  the  articulating  surfaces  of  the  hones 
of  the  knee-joiiit,  are  each  considered  in  detail,  but,  to  our  regret,  there 
is  no  room  for  introducing  further  extracts  at  present.  Young  surgeons, 
especially,  would  be  much  profited  by  a  careful  study  of  this  dissertation. 
As  the  members  of  the  Society  are  doul)tless  in  possession  of  the  printed 
copy,  it  would  be  supererogation  to  urge  its  claims  here. 
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Dr.  Charles  Caldwell. — At  the  expiration  of  three  months,''we  are  able 
to  lay  before  our  readers  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Transylvania  University,  by  which  Charles  Caldvvell,  ]M.D.,Prof  of 
the  Institutes  of  Medicine,  Clinical  Practice,  and  JNledical  Jurispru- 
dence, in  that  institution,  was  removed  from  a  chair  in  which  he  has 
heretofore  taught  with  distinguished  a!)ility  and  success.  Xo  person  ac- 
quainted with  this  gentleman  can  doubt  his  intellectual  strength,  nor  call 
in  question  his  qualilications  to  sustain  himself  in  any  department  in 
which  he  might  have  been  placed.  It  is  peculiarly  unfortunate,  that  in 
his  old  age  Dr.  Caldwell  should  have  pursued  the  course  which  this 
manifesto  represents,  alike  disreputable  to  himself  and  vexatious  to  the 
institution.  It  is  our  fervent  desire  that  the  storm  which  has  been  a  long 
time  raging,  may  subside  into  a  peaceful  calm,  and  the  belligerent  par- 
ties forget  their  animosities  in  a  returning  spirit  of  kindness  and  mutual 
forbearance. 

"  Whereas  sundry  charges  have  been  filed  by  Benjamin  W.  Dudley, 
professor  of  anatomy  and  surgery  in  Transylvania  University,  against 
Charles  Caldwell,  M.D.,  professor  of  the  institutes  of  medicine,  clinical 
surgery  and  medical  jurisprudence  in  said  University,  alleging  against 
said  Caldwell  acts  and  conduct  inconsistent  with  the  duty  of  said  profes- 
sor to  the  medical  class  and  to  this  board,  and  with  being  the  author  of  a 
certain  libellous  and  scandalous  publication  in  a  pul)lic  newspaper  called 
the  Louisville  Journal,  relative  to  the  said  Prot".  Dudley,  calculated  not 
only  to  excite  heat  and  animosity  among  the  medical  professors  and  their 
classes,  but  to  bring  discredit  and  ruin  upon  the  ?<L-dical  Department  of 
the  University; —  and,  notwithstanding  this  board  has  given  the  said  Cald- 
well notice  that  it  would  convene  on  Thursday  last  to  consider  of  said 
charges,  and  have  caused  him  to  be  served  with  a  copy  of  said  charges, 
and  have  remained  in  session  over  three  days  to  receive  said  Caldwell's 
response  or  plea  to  said  charges,  he,  the  said  Caldwell,  hath  altogether 
failed  to  give  to  this  board  his  personal  attendance — or  in  any  sense  to 
respond  to  the  charges  ;  And  whereas,  it  appears  to  the  satisfaction  of 
this  board,  that  the  said  Caldwell  is  now,  and  has  been  for  several  months, 
actively  engaged  in  depreciating  the  Medical  School  of  Transylvania, 
and  in  causing  to  be  erected  at  the  city  of  Louisville,  a  rival  institution  ; 
and  that  he  has  in  violation  of  his  duty,  availed  himself  of  his  situation 
of  professor,  to  impress  it  upon  the  minds  of  the  late  attending  class, 
that  he  was  unable  to  do  justice  to  the  class  owing  to  the  location  of  the 
medical  college  at  Lexington  ; — And  whereas  the  said  Charles  Cald- 
well did  further  avail  himself  of  his  situation  as  professor  in  his  valedic- 
tory address  to  the  said  late  attending  class,  in  the  presence  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  assembled  to  confer  the  degrees  on  the  graduates  of 
said  class,  to  assail  the  said  Professor  Dudley  by  insiduously  pretending 
to  give  to  the  said  class  a  defitiition  of  lying  and  falsehood,  intended  by 
him  to  be  applied  by  the  class,  and  all  others,  to  the  controversy  with 
the  said  Dudley,  in  contempt  of  this  board,  and  highly  unworthy  the 
grave  occasiim,  and  the  standing  and  condition  of  a  professor  in  Transyl- 
vania ;  And  wlicreas,  it  manifestly  appears  to  this  board,  that  the  conduct 
of  the  said  Caldwell  has  been,  for  months  past,  derogatory  to  his  stand- 
ing as  a  member  of  the  faculty,  and  injurious  to  the  University,  so  much 
so,  that  this  Board  considers  it  to  be  their  duttj  to  remove  the  said  professor, 
Charles  Caldwell.,  JM.D.  from  his  professorship,  and  to  dismiss  him  from  all 
connection  with  Trunsiflvania  University,  this  board  does  hereby  remove 
and  dismiss  the  said  Charles  Caldwell  accordingly." 
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Officers  of  the  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society. — Usher  Parsons,  Presi- 
dent ;  William  Turner,  1st  Vice  President  ;  Ezekiel  Fowler,  2(1  Vice 
President  ;  Johnson  Gardner,  ilec'sf  Secretaru  ;  Thomas  H.  Webb, 
Carres.  Secretary  ;  David  King,  Librarian  and  Cabinet  Keejier  of  (he 
Southern  District  ;  Isaac  Hartshorn,  Librarian  and  Cabinet  Keeper  of 
the  JVorlhern  District. 

Cknsors. — Suuthern  District. — 1st.  Theophilus  C.  Dunn,  of  Newport  ; 
2d.  Jabez  Holmes,  of  Bristol  ;  3d.  James  Turner,  of  ISewport  ;  4th. 
Peleg  Jolinsot),  of   Kingston. 

JVurthern  District.  —  1st.  Richmond  Brownell,  of  Providence  ;  2d.  Geo, 
Capron,  of  do.  ;  3d.  L.  L.  jNIiller,  of  do.  ;  4th.  Jeremiah  Williams,  of 
Warren. 

Drs.  Christopher  G.  Perry  and  O.  C.  Turner,  of  Newport,  were,  on 
recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Censors,  unanimously  elected  Fellows. 


Er^ot  of  Rije. —  Several  cases  are  mentioned  in  the  London  Lancet,  in 
which  the  secale  cornutum  produced  uterine  contractions  in  less  than 
fifteen  minutes  after  its  administration.  Mr.  Bradley,  of  London,  thinks 
the  best  mode  of  preparing  the  decoction  is  to  grind  it  in  a  mill  with  a 
little  lump  sugar,  and  then  boil  it  in  a  pan. 


Carburetted  Hydrogen  Gas  in  Phthisis. — Dr.  W.  R.  Clatmy,  an 
English  practitioner,  has  been  using,  he  thinks  with  success,  the  carbu- 
retted hydrogen  gas  by  inhalation,  in  a  case  of  marked  phthisis  pul- 
monalis.  He  made  use  of  the  common  street  coal  gas,  freed  from  ammo- 
niacal  substances  bv  careful  ablution  in  cold  water. 


Dr.  Sigmond,  of  London,  has  been  elected  an  Honorary  Fellow  of 
the  Medical  Society  of  Stockhohn,  in  token  of  the  high  sense  entertain- 
ed by  the  members  of  that  institution  of  the  value  of  his  labors  in  the 
promotion  of  the  science  of  materia  medica,  a  vacancy  having  arisen 
amongst  the  honorary  Fellows  by  the  death  of  Professor  Geiger. — Lon- 
don Lancet. 


Sudden  expansion  of  the  Heart. — In  those  cases  in  which  death  ensues 
from  the  introduction  of  air  into  the  veins,  I  have  myself  witnessed,  when 
attending  Magendie's  experiments  at  Paris,  the  animal  to  drop  dead  as 
if  struck  by  lightning  ;  dissection  showed  us  the  heart  so  distended  with 
air  as  to  entirely  fill  the  pericardium.  This  is  a  highly  interesting  fact, 
as  showing  how  one  effect  may  be  produced  on  an  organ  by  two  diametri- 
cally opposed  causes — sudden  deaths  by  its  compression  and  by  its  dila- 
tation.— Mr.  C.  Lees.     Dublin  Journal,  May. 


Injuiies  to  the  Heart  without  external  marks. — In  the  last  siege  of  Ant- 
werp by  the  French,  some  remarkable  cases  occurred  in  which  the 
heart  was  severely  contused,  and  ruptured,  without  any  external  appear- 
ances of  injury,  either  to  the  integuments  or  ribs  ;  in  these  cases  the 
death,  in  some  instances  instantaneous,  was  supposed  to  have  been 
caused  by  the  wind  of  the  bullet.  In  some  of  the  cases  mentioned,  a 
violent  acute  pneumonia  supervened  ;  in  others,  death  followed  from  an 
effusion  of  blood  into  the  cavity  of  the  pleura. — Ibid. 
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To  Correspondents. — Dr.  Fish's  reply  to  Dr.  Goulding,  and  Dr. Fuller's  re- 
marks on  wounds  of  the  rectum,  are  on  tile. 

Died,— At  West  Point,  N.  Y.,  William  Fraser,  M.D.,  late  of  Darien,  Geo.— At 
Vicksburg,  of  paralysis,  Dr.  James  Crump,  formerly  of  Fredericksburg,  Va. — At 
Marlboro',  Mass.,  Dr.  Daniel  Brigham,  77. — At  Portland,  Me.  Dr.  Aaron  Porter,  85. 

Whole  nunher  of  deaths  in  Bmtnn,  for  the  week  eiidiim  July  8,  41.     Males,  20 — Females,  21. 

C(insii!ii;>tioii,  3 — drnp-iy  in  the  head,  2— malignant  tiunor  of  the  glands,  1 — fits,  3— hoopins!  cough, 
4 — dnnvned.  2 — smallpox,  2 — convulsions,  2 — apoplexy.  2 — disease  of  the  heart,  1 — inliamniatlon  of 
the  liver,  I — typhis  fever,  1 — disease  of  the  brain,  2— iiitlaixiraation  of  the  lungs,  I — spasms,  1 — in- 
sane, 1 — stillborn,  1. 

MEDICAL    SCHOOL    OF   HARVARD    UNIVERSITY. 

THE  Medical  Lectures  in  Harvard  University  will  befrin  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  November,  in 
Mason  street,  Boston,  at  9  o'clocii,  A.  M.,  and  continue  thirteen  weeks.  For  the  following  four 
weeks,  the  Hospital  and  Dissecting  room  will  be  kept  open,  and  some  Lectures  will  be  given,  with- 
out a  Iditioiial  expense,  to  such  students  as  may  remain. 

The  following  Courses  of  Lectures  will  be  delivered  to  the  class  of  the  ensuing  season.  Fees. 

Anatomy,  and  the  Operations  of  Surgery,  by  John  C.  Warren,  M.D.  $15 

Chemistry,  by  John  W.  Webster,  M.D.  15 

Midwifery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  Walter  Chakning,  M.D.  10 

Materia  Medica  and  Clinical  .Medicine,  by  Jacob  Bigelow,  M.D.  10 

Principles  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  by  Geo.  Havwakd,M.D.  10 

Theory  and  Practice  of  (^hysic,  by  John  Ware,  M.D.  15 

By  an  additional  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Massacliuset*s,  tlie  opportunities  for  the  study  of  Prac- 
tical Anatomy  are  now  placed  upon  the  most  liberal  footing,  ami  an  ample  supply  of  subjects  for  tiie 
wants  of  science  will  he  legally  provideil  at  a  small  expense. 

The  .Massachusetts  General  Hospital  is  open  without  fee  to  students  attending  the  Lectures  of  tlie 
physicians  and  surgeons.  Clinical  Lectures  are  given  several  times  in  each  week,  and  surgical  opera- 
tions are  frequent. 

To  the  Medical  College  is  attached  a  Medical  Library,  a  costly  and  extensive  Chemical  Apparatus, 
and  Collections  illustrative  of  Midwifery,  Materia  Medica,  and  Healthv  and  Morbid  Anatomy. 

WALTER  CHANGING, 
Boston,  July  5,  1837.  tNov.  1.  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine. 

PROLAPSUS   UTERI   CURED    BY    EXTERNAL   APPLICATION. 

DR.  A.  G.  HULL'S  UTERO-ABDOMI.N  AL  SUPPORTER  is  offered  to  those  afflicted  with  Prolapsus 
C/£en',  and  other  diseases  depending  upon  relaxation  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  as  an  instrument  in 
every  way  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  restoration  to  health.  When  this  instrument  is  care- 
fully and  properly  fitted  to  the  form  of tliepatient,  it  invariably  affords  the  most  immediate  immnnily, 
from  the  distressing  '■  draaaing  and  bearina  down  "  sensations  which  accompany  nearlyall  visceral  dis- 
placements of  the  abdomen,  and  its  skilful  applicatinn  is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of 
radical  relief  from  tlie  patient  herself.  The  .Supporter  is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by 
the  patietit  without  further  aid.  Within  the  last  two  years  700  of  the  Utero-Abdominal  Supporters 
have  been  applied  with  the  most  happy  results. 

The  very  great  success  which  this  instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its  examination 
by  the  Physician  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  pessary  hitherto  in  use.  It  is  gratifying  to 
state,  that  it  has  met  the  decided  approbation  of  every  nieniber  of  the  Medical  Faculty  who  has  ap- 
plied it,  as  well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  it. 

The  Subs(;ribers  having  been  appointed  agents  for  the  sale  of  the  above  instruments,  all  orders  ad- 
dressed to  them  will  be  promptly  attended  to.     Price,  .i^lO. 

Lowe  &  Rued,  Boston  ;  David  Kimball,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  Joshua  Durgin,  Portland,  Me., 
Joseph  Bilch,  Jr.  Providence,  R.  1.  ;  Elisha  Edwards,  Springfield,  Mass.  ;  N.  S.  Wordek, 
Bridgeport,  Conn.  May  10 — 6m 

NEW   MEDICAL   BOOKS. 
WILLIAM    D.  TIOK'SOR.  Medical  Bnnk.'ir.ller,  ct^rner  of  Washington    and  School   streets,   has  just 
received,  Surgical  Observations  oti  Tumors,  with  Cases  and  Operations;  illustrated  with  many  col- 
ored engravings.     By  John  C.  Warren,  M.D.     Price  $4,50. 

A  Preatise  on  the  Malformations,  Injuries  and  Diseases  of  the  Rectum  and  Anus  ;  illustrated  with 
plates.     By  George  Bushe,  M  D.     Price  $3.25. 

Also  as  above,  may  be  found,  a  very  complete  assortment  of  Medical  Books,  which  will  be  sold  on 
the  most  reasonable  terms. 

June  14. 

NEW  ENGLAND  JOURNAL  OF  MEDICINE  AND  SURGERV,  and  the  collateral  branches  of 
Si'ience,  conducted  by  a  number  of  Phvsicians  — from  1812  to  1827,  16  vols,  hal  f  Ixniiid.  This  valua- 
ble work  is  now  nearly  out  of  print.     One  set  for  sale,  at  a  low  price,  if  applied  for  soon,  to 

W.  D.  TICKNOR, 
June  21.  Medical  Bookseller,  corner  of  H'a.thinaion  and  School  Sts , 


TUB  BO.-^TON  MEDICAL  AND  SUUGir  A  L  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  (Mi  \1'P,  J  R.  at  184  Washington  Street,  tinner  of  Franklin  Street,  I  o  w  liom  all  com  in  unit  at  ions 
mist  be  ad  iressed,  post-paid.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  ronlaiiiing  the  weekly 
numbers  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  S.M  ITII,  M.D.  Kditur.— Price  f-:'.,00  a 
vear  in  advance.  !t;3.50  after  three  mouths,  and  $4,00  if  not  p;iid  within  the  year. — Agents  allowed 
every  seventh  copy  (rraiis. — Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
saliafactury  reference  —Postage  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 
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OBSERVATIONS   ON   THE   CLIMATE,   &c.   OF   SANTA   CRUZ. 

[Continued  from  page  364.] 

Another,  and  not  less  im|)ortant  lopic  of  caution,  Is  exercise.  It  is 
not  the  least  interesting,  of  the  objects  for  which  an  invalid  leaves  home 
for  a  warmer  climate,  that  he  ho[)es  there  freely  to  go  abroad,  and  to  see 
a  softer  sky  than  his  own,  and  to  breathe  a  milder  air;  and  in  a  walk, 
or  a  lide.  or  a  drive,  to  enjoy  the  beauty  of  a  tropical  verdure  ;  and, 
under  all  these  influences,  to  feel  an  exhilaration  of  his  spirils,  and  a 
renovation  of  strength,  for  which  he  could  hardly  have  hoped  in  a  con- 
finement here  of  six  months  to  his  chamber.  And  all  these  hopes  may 
there  become  to  him  realities.  But,  that  they  may,  he  is  never  to  lose 
sight  of  the  facts,  that  from  9,  or  half  past  9  in  the  morning,  till  4,  or 
half  past  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  whatever  exercise  he  may  require, 
should  be  taken  within  the  house.  Within  this  interval,  the  heat  with- 
out will  be  too  great  and  enfeebling  for  him.  He  cannot  be  exposed  to 
it  but  for  a  short  time  without  some  loss  of  power.  VVliatever,  there- 
fore, shall  be  his  out-door  exercise,  it  should  be  taken  before  break- 
fast, and  an  hour  before  sun-set.  An  early  riser,  and  such  should  be 
every  invalid  who  is  capable  of  taking  exercise,  may  have  two  hours  in 
the  outer  air  before  breakfast.  He  will  find,  however,  that  he  can  walk 
but  little.  He  must  have  at  command  a  horse,  a  pony,  or  a  gig.  Po- 
nies are  almost  exclusively  used  for  riding  in  Santa  Cruz,  and  may  be 
hired  at  from  .^12,  to  ,^'16  a  month,  subject  to  your  call  whenever  you 
may  be  disposed  to  use  them.  Yet  great  care  is  to  be  taken  in  hiring 
these  animals,  as  very  many  of  them  are  unsure  of  foot.  Nor  is  much 
confidence  to  be  placed  in  an  assurance  of  their  safety  by  many  who 
keep  these  animals  for  hire.  For  a  very  poor  horse  and  gig,  ^'30,  or 
^34  a  month  will  be  required.  For  a  horse,  with  a  good  four-v\  heeled 
chaise,  ,^40  a  month  n)ust  be  paid  ;  and  for  a  carriage  which  will  con- 
lain  three  beside  the  driver,  from  ^60  to  ^'70  a  month.  The  roads 
throughout  the  island  are  highly  favorable  to  the  enjoyment  of  a  ride,  or 
a  drive.  They  will  compare  well  with  good  English  roads.  And  the 
rides  and  drives  around  West  End  are  very  beautiful.  Those  about 
Bassin  are  as  good,  as  far  as  respects  the  roads,  but  more  hilly  than 
about  West  End,  and  far  inferior  as  to  scenery.  Durins;  the  months  of 
December  and  January,  I  found  it  important  always  to  have  with  me 
both  my  surtout  and  umbrella,  on  account  of  the  sudden,  though  short 
showers,  to  which  we  were  exposed.  But  there  are  very  few  days 
through  the  winter  in  which  sufficient  exercise  may  not  be  taken  in  the 
24 
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outer  air,  both  in  tl)e  morning,  and  at  the  close  of  the  day.  This  cir- 
cumstance, taken  in  connection  with  the  excellence  of  the  roads,  and 
the  universality  with  which  the  English  language  is  spoken  there,  will 
go  far  to  recommend  this  island  to  tliose  who  shall  intend  to  leave  home 
for  the  recovery  of  their  health. 

In  the  third  place,  it  should  he  understood,  also,  that  throughout  the 
West  Indies,  houses  are  everywhere  constructed  with  a  special  reference 
to  the  freest  circulation  of  air  through  them.  Yet  even  a  West  Indian 
is  careful  not  to  sit  in  a  draft.  Or,  if  this  cannot  be  avoided,  or  he  is 
willing  to  incur  some  hazard  for  the  enjoyment  of  a  cool  breeze,  to  use 
his  own  expression,  he  '•  faces  the  enemy."  He  sits  with  his  face,  rath- 
er than  with  his  back,  towards  the  wind.  Severe  colds  are  taken  by  ex- 
posure to  these  drafts,  and  invalids  should  most  carefully  avoid  them. 
They  will  hear  many  admonitions  upon  this  subject,  and  it  will  be  well 
to  regard  them.  Some  self-restraint  and  denial  will  sometimes  be  thus 
required,  for  the  coolness  of  these  drafts  is  sometimes  most  delightful  to 
the  heated  body.  But  let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that  they  may  themselves 
be  the  occasion  of  a  heat,  fur  worse  than  any  which  is  produced  simply 
by  fatigue  ;  and  it  will  be  a  small  compensation  for  the  confinement  and 
suffering  of  a  fever,  that  it  was  incurred  by  an  indulgence,  by  which  the 
pleasure  of  an  hour  was  obtained. 

Again.  Great  care  will  be  required  in  regard  to  food  ;  or  rather,  in 
regard  to  the  temptations  to  which  invalids  will  be  exposed  to  a  very 
improper  and  injurious  indulgence  of  appetite.  Before  an  invalid  shall 
liave  been  sent  to  the  West  Indies  for  health,  he  will  probably  have 
been  for  some  time  upon  a  restricted  diet  at  home.  Much  that  might 
have  gratified  his  palate,  will  there  have  been  forbidden  him.  He  will 
have  used  but  little  stimulating  food,  and  will  altogether  have  avoided 
stimulating  drinks.  Nor  will  he,  during  his  illness  at  home,  have  taken 
a  full  meal  even  of  the  simple  substances  by  which  he  has  been  nourish- 
ed, and  sustained.  He  will  have  been  accustomed,  also,  to  take  his 
food  at  times  prescribed  with  a  special  reference  to  his  own  case.  Up- 
on his  arrival  at  Santa  Cruz,  he  will  find  that  the  breakfast  hour  is  8,  or 
more  probably  half  past  8  o'clock  ;  and  on  the  table  will  be  green  and 
black  tea,  and  coffee  ;  eggs,  fiied  fish, cold  and  hashed  meats,  potatoes,  but- 
ter and  cheese,  and  new  and  stale  bread.  The  hour  of  lunch  is  12  o'clock  ; 
and  for  this  meal  will  be  provided  mush  nielon,  oranges,  mangoes,  sapa- 
dillas,  banannas  ;  and  perhaps  the  sugar  apple,  the  belle  apple,  a  grana- 
dilla,  some  forn)of  pastry,  and  in  some  cases  cups  of  prepared  sago,  or  of 
rice.  At  dinner,  which  is  at  3,  or  half  past  3  o'clock,  boiled  and  fried 
fish  will  be  upon  the  table,  roasted  beef  or  mutton,  and  poultry  either 
roasted  or  boiled  ;  ham,  Irish  and  sweet  potatoes,  cabbage,  and  fried 
plantains.  Tliese  having  been  removed,  will  be  followed  by  puddings, 
pastry,  and  fruits  similar  to  those  provided  for  lunch.  And  at  tea,  at  7, 
or  lialf  past  7  o'clock,  there  will  be  green  and  black  tea,  t\^o  or  three 
kinds  of  preserves,  and  bread  and  butter.  Here,  then,  a  sickly  and 
capricious  appetite  may  be  strongly  excited  to  an  indulgence,  in  respect 
both  to  the  quantity,  and  the  quality  of  food,  which  will  occasion  inju- 
ries, which  no  climate  can    remedy.     The   fruits  of  this   island  are  so 
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very  far  inferior  to  our  own,  that  an  invalid  will  be  very  partially  satis- 
fied wiili  them  as  food  ;  and  the  smell  of  the  butter  will  inform  him  of 
its  quality,  and  admonish  him  to  abstain  from  it,  before  it  shall  reach  his 
lips.  As  to  excess  in  the  last  of  these,  therefore,  there  is  no  need  of 
caution.  But  1  uould  earnestly  recommend  a  very  temperate  use  of 
meals,  and  a  very  cautious  use  of  preserves,  if  not  even  a  total  absti- 
nence from  them.  During  the  last  fortnight  of  my  residence  in  St. 
Croix,  1  boarded  in  a  family  with  a  iew  of  my  friends  who  had  agreed 
to  dispense  with  a  lunch,  and  to  dine  at  2  o'clock,  instead  of  half  past 
three.  This  I  found  a  very  useful  and  agreeable  change  with  respect  to 
meals.  But  i  should  not  be  faithful  to  an  invalid  who  thought  of  going 
there,  if  I  did  not  inform  _him,  that  he  will  probably  be  advised  to  a 
moderate  use  of  wine,  or  of  weak  brandy  and  water,  in  cases  in  which 
not  one  of  his  medical  friends  here  would  sanction  the  advice.  The 
opinion  is  there  almost  a  universal  one,  that  stimulating  drinks,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  are  indispensable  for  counteracting  the  enervating  tendencies 
of  a  temperature,  under  which  it  is  thought  that  the  most  vigorous  frame 
must  otherwise  sink  from  exhaustion.  This,  however,  it  is  now  well 
known  among  us,  is  a  very  great  mistake.  1  so  far  yielded  to  this  advice, 
as  to  take  a  glass  of  wine  with  my  dinner  on  each  of  four  successive  days. 
This  wine  1  mixed  with  water.  But  the  consequences  of  having  taken 
it  were,  a  slow  fever  for  a  few  days,  and  an  increased  irritability  of  my 
lungs.  It  will  be  well  for  an  invalid,  therefore,  if  he  shall  leave  his  home 
with  a  resolution,  that  he  will  seek  a  restoration  of  his  strength  in  the  only 
way  in  which  the  enfeebled  vital  energies  are  to  be  renewed  ;  that  is,  by 
exercise,  and  by  nutritions  food  taken  at  proper  times,  and  in  proper  quanti- 
ties. Specifications  in  respect  to  diet,  my  dear  friend,  I  leave  to  be 
given  by  yourself.  But  you  will  allow  me  to  add,  that  a  physician  will 
have  discharged  but  half  his  duty  to  his  patient,  if  he  shall  have  sent 
him  to  the  VVest' Indies  unadvised  of  the  new  condition  in  which  he  will 
there  find  himself,  and  unadmonished  of  the  care  he  should  take  in  re- 
spect to  his  clothing,  to  exposure  to  drafts  of  air,  to  excess  in  exercise, 
and  to  the  indulgence  of  his  appetite. 

Another  caution  may  be  of  no  small  importance.  Should  an  invalid 
find  himself  recruiting  under  the  bland  influences  of  a  Snntacrusian  win- 
ter,— that  his  worst  symptoms  of  disease  have  disappeared,  or  are  scarce- 
ly felt,  and  that  his  capacities  of  exercise  and  of  enjoyment  have  been, 
and  are  daily  strengthening,  it  is  probable,  and  almost  certain,  that  he 
will  daily  be  looking,  and  with  a  daily  increasing  interest,  to  the  time 
when  he  may  return  to  his  native  air,  and  to  his  home.  If  he  were 
there  for  the  purposes  of  a  business  which  must  daily  occupy  his  thought 
and  care  for  a  definite  time,  he  would  patiently  await  the  arrival  of  that 
time.  He  would  feel  it  unmanly  to  yield  even  to  the  strongest  rush 
upon  his  heart  of  the  sentiments  of  home.  JNot  so,  however,  is  it  with 
the  invalid.  While  he  shall  be  there,  he  can  never  for  a  moment  be 
brought  under  the  illusion  that  he  is  at  home.  There  is  so  little  there 
which  will  harmonize  with  his  sentiments  of  home,  his  associations  with 
it,  and  his  happiness  in  it,  and  so  n)uch  that  is  discordant  with  all  these, 
that  whether  he  shall  be  gaining  strength,  or  losing  it,  whether   he  shall 
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daily  be  acquiring  confidence  of  proloni^ed  life,  or  fearing'  ils  speedy 
teriiiinatioji,  liis  thoughts,  his  cares,  his  desires  will  ever  be  tending  lo 
llie  home  he  has  left,  and  to  the  scenes  and  interests  to  which  he  will 
be  solicitous  as  soon  as  possible  to  return.  Even  if,  before  he  shall  have 
left  his  home,  he  shall  have  fixed  the  date  of  his  departure  for  a  return 
to  it,  he  will  find  himself  under  many  and  strong  temptations  to  antici- 
pate that  date  ;  and  to  return  at  a  season,  it  may  be,  very  far  more  un- 
favorable to  his  recovery,  than  was  that  in  which  he  embarked  for  a 
milder  climate.  A  considerable  number  of  those  who  went  to  Santa 
Cruz  last  autumn  ft)r  their  health,  left  the  island  for  the  United  States  in 
the  following  March,  and  others  in  April.  They  arrived  here,  therefore, 
to  be  exposed  to  the  cold  damps  of  our  east  winds,  under  all  the  increas- 
ed susceptibilities  to  their  influence  which  had  been  acquired  under  the 
summer  temperature  in  which  they  had  passed  the  winter.  I  have  in- 
deed heaid  of  results  only  in  one  of  these  cases.  In  that,  however,  of 
which  I  have  heard,  they  have  been  as  unfavorable  as  might  have  been 
anticipated.  Dr.  Stedman,  the  most  eminent  physician  of  the  island, 
said  he  did  not  wish  to  see  an  American  there  after  the  10th  of  May  ; 
because,  after  that  date,  the  temperature  was  too  enfeebling  for  those 
who  had  come  there  from  a  colder  region.  And  yet,  having  myself 
left  Santa  Cruz  on  the  evening  of  the  8th  of  IMay,  and  having  arrived 
in  Boston  on  the  27th  of  that  month,  and  moreover  having  used  all 
possible  precautions  against  taking  a  cold,  I  yet  not  only  suffered,  but 
was  made  ill  for  some  days,  from  the  chilling  influences  of  our  east 
winds  in  June.  I  would  therefore  not  only  advise  an  invalid  from  New 
England  not  to  leave  Santa  Cruz  before  the  lOtb  of  May,  but,  upon 
his  arrival  in  New  York,  or  in  any  port  north  of  it,  at  once  to  go  to 
Philadelphia,  or  to  Baltimore,  or  further  south;  and  to  make  the  last 
week  in  June,  or  the  first  in  July,  the  time  of  return  to  l;is  home. 
There  are  indeed  seasons  in  which  our  June  climate  and  weather  are  as 
perfect  as  weather  and  climate  can  be.  So,  however,  they  were  not 
last  year,  and  so  they  have  not  been  this  year.  Nor,  till  July,  can  we 
here  look  with  confidence  to  the  settled  weather,  and  the  equal  tem- 
perature of  sumtner. 

In  this  connection  I  feel  compelled  to  remark,  that,  of  those  who 
were  sent  by  their  medical  friends  to  Santa  Cruz  last  autumn,  or  in  the 
beginning  of  last  winter,  there  were  cases,  in  which  it  seemed  that  the 
diseases  under  which  the  individuals  in  question  were  suffering,  must 
lave  been  of  a  sufficiently  decided  and  marked  character  at  home,  to 
have  made  it  certain  that  no  change  of  climate  could  have  changed  the 
character  or  tendency  of  their  disease.  I  am  aware  that  the  difficulty 
may  be  great,  in  certain  cases,  of  forming  a  correct  and  satisfactory 
judgnient  of  the  extent  of  disease  ;  and,  that  the  office  may  sometimes 
be  a  very  painful  one,  of  saying  to  a  patient  who  is  greatly  anxious  for 
life,  and  perhaps  equally  anxious  to  go  abroad  in  the  hope  of  prolong- 
ing it,  "  you  are  too  far  gone  for  recovery  ;  and  the  term  of  life  which 
is  before  you  may  be  made  far  more  comfortable  at  home."  Yet 
where  there  is  a  decidedly  prevailing  opinion  in  the  mind  of  a  physician, 
t!)at  his  patient  must  die  of  the   disease    under   which  he  is  sufl^ering,  I 
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would  say  to  liim,  "  for  mercy's  sake,  do  not  send  this  patient  abroad. 
Do  not  exjiose  liini,  in  liis  feebleness,  and  with  a  racking  cough,  to  the 
dreadfdl  discomforts  of  a  voyage  under  these  circumstances.  Do  not 
send  him  to  suffer  amona  strangers,  who,  however  kind  they  may  be, 
cannot  meet  those  wants  of  the  heart,  which  are  to  be  met  only  among 
friends.  Do  not  send  him  from  home,  and  expose  him  to  all  the  crav- 
ings of  his  soul  for  a  home  to  which  he  can  never  return."  No  one 
has  been  abroad,  and  with  the  sick  who  have  been  sent  to  die  abroad, 
who  has  not  strongly  felt,  that  the  imagined  kindness,  which  has  been 
exercised  in  sending  one  to  die  far  from  his  home  and  friends,  is  little 
better  in  its  results  than  the  utmost  possible  refinement  of  cruelty. 
"  May  you  die  among  your  own  kindred  !  "  says  an  Oriental  to  a  friend 
who  is  leaving  him.  And,  "let  him  die  among  his  own  friends!"! 
would  say  to  a  physician,  who  strongly  doubts  of  the  recovery  of  any 
one  who  is  in  his  medical  care. 

As  far  as  my  observation  and  capacity  of  judging  enabled  me  to  form 
a  correct  opinion  upon  the  subject,  1  was  led  to  the  conclusion,  that 
there  were  but  two  classes  of  invalids  among  those  who  passed  the  last 
winter  in  Santa  Cruz,  who  derived  any  considerable  benefit  from  the 
change  of  climate  for  which  they  went  tliere.  These  were,  first,  patients 
suffering  under  pulmonary  aff(^ctions  ;  and  secondly,  those  who  had  suf- 
fered from  rheumatism.  The  relief  found  by  this  last  class  of  patients 
was  very  great.  And  great  also  was  the  relief  experienced-  by  those 
who  had  not  passed  the  first  staj^es  of  pulmonary  affections.  But  if  ul- 
ceration have  begun  in  the  hmgs,  I  believe  that  it  will  not  there  even  be 
retarded  in  its  progress.  I  was  told,  indeed,  by  physicians  there,  that 
in  decidedly  consumptive  ca'^es,  disease  is  much  more  rapid  in  the  tropi- 
cal regions,  than  with  us.  Persons  of  biliary  habits  will  suffer  more 
from  them  there,  than  at  home;  and  will  be  more  exposed  than  any 
others  to  prevalent  intermittent  fevers.  And,  for  the  healthy,  the  last 
change  to  be  sought  for  gratification,  is  a  residence  in  the  West  Indies. 
It  will  be  at  no  small  cost  of  physical,  as  well  as  of  intellectual  and 
moral  enjoyment,  that  one  who  has  health,  and  who  knows  how  to  use 
it,  will  unnecessarily  pass  even  five  or  six  months  there. 

The  ten.perature  of  Santa  Cruz  is  indeed  generally  a  very  grateful  one 
to  an  invalid.  It  is  often  even  delicious.  But  the  heat  is  sometimes  very 
debilitating  ;  and  it  is  always  too  great  eitlier  for  much  intellectual,  or 
physical  effort.  Except  at  early  morning,  the  whole  of  which  should  be 
appropriated  to  gentle  exercise  abroad,  no  one  even  in  health  will  there 
be  disposed  to  any  further  use  of  his  pen,  than  will  be  required  to  keep 
his  friends  informed  of  his  condition  ;  and  hardly  will  it  be  possible  that 
even  a  Creole  should  be  a  student.  History  may  be  read,  but  it  will 
be  more  for  amusement,  than  for  instruction  ;  and  an  hour  or  two  of  the 
day  may  be  given  to  any  books  which  will  require  no  strong  application 
of  attention  in  reading  them.  But  any  one,  and  especially  an  invalid, 
will  soon  find  it  necessary  to  relinquish  the  book,  whifh  cither  forcibly 
turns  in  his  thou2;ht  upon  himself,  or  which  strongly  engages  it  upon 
outward,  and  greatly  interesting  concerns.  He  will  be  able  to  concen- 
trate attention  upon  any  subject  but   for   a   short  time  without  loss.     In 
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these  circumstances,  atiuisement  becomes  a  leading  object  of  life;  and 
happy  will  it  be  with  those,  who  can  find  amusement  in  books  which 
will  lightly  employ  thought,  without  either  depraving  or  fatiguing  it. 
An  invalid,  who  shall  have  a  taste  for  well-selected  books  of  this  class, 
will  have  immeasurable  advantages,  under  a  tropical  sky,  over  those 
who  have  not  such  a  lasie.  But,  if  he  would  read  such  books  in  Santa 
Cruz,  he  must  carry  them  with  him.  There  is  no  book  shop,  nor  is 
there  a  public  library  in  the  island.  He  will  there  be  told  of  two  or 
three  book  clubs,  by  which  a  few  volumes  are  annually  imported  for 
circulation  among  the  members  of  those  clubs  ;  and  he  may  find  a  few 
volumes  in  the  house  in  which  he  may  be  a  boarder,  or  a  visiter.  But 
these  he  will  find  a  poor  dependence.  A  well-selected,  but  small 
stock  of  books,  I  should  therefore  consider  as  scarcely  less  important  for 
an  invalid  there,  than  clothing  appropriate  to  the  climate.  There  were, 
I  think,  two  hundred  and  thirty  Americans  in  that  island  last  winter  ; 
and  a  sufficient  number  of  these  were  invalids,  to  n)ake  the  place  no- 
thing less  than  a  large  hospital.  What  would  have  been  the  habits  of 
thought  and  feeling  in  these  invalids,  if  they  had  remained  at  home,  and 
separated  from  each  other,  and  amidst  all  the  associations  and  interests 
of  scenes  of  former  life,  I  cannot  tell.  But  the  fact  there  was,  that  in 
their  daily  comparison  of  notes  with  each  other,  of  pains,  and  of  relief 
from  pain,  and  by  the  knowledge  daily  received  and  comn)unicated  of 
each  others' condition,  and  hopes,  and  fears,  in  respect  to  health  and 
illness,  a  most  unhappy  influence  was  often  exerted  upon  the  mind  ; 
and  especially  of  those,  who  depended  upon  intercourse  and  conversa- 
tion alone  for  mental  employment  and  gratification.  1  have  not  a  doubt 
that  disease  is  often  aggravated  by  the  thought  and  care  concerning  it 
which  are  so  induced,  A  diversion  of  attention  from  one's  self,  in  this 
respect,  and  to  a  certain  extent,  is  not  less  important  than  are  the 
thought  and  care  of  their  condition  which  are  required  of  |)atients  ;  and 
if  this  diversion  is  not  to  be  found  in  books,  there  is  danger  at  least  that 
it  may  be  sought  in  ways  less  exceptionable,  as   well  as  less  effectual. 

Among  the  most  hazardous  of  the  circumstances  of  leaving  honie, 
to  many,  and  especially  of  a  residence  of  some  weeks  or  months  abroad, 
is  in  the  feeling  which  is  awakened,  that  we  are  there  warranted  in  indul- 
gences, whi(;h  at  home  we  could  not  justify  in  ourselves,  and  should 
condemn  in  others.  Because  they  are  from  home,  it  is  thought  by  too 
many  that  they  inay  act  without  the  restraints  of  home.  They  are  not 
aware  that  they  are  thus  giving  the  strongest  possible  evidence,  that 
their  restraints  and  regularity  at  home  were  the  results  of  policy,  and  not 
of  principle  ;  and  that  all  their  watchfulness,  and  abstinence,  and  cor- 
rectness of  deportment,  which  they  had  thought  were  virtue,  and  per- 
haps christian  virtue,  were  but  means  to  ends  as  essentially  selfish,  and 
worldly,  as  are  any  by  which  the  most  openly  selfish  and  worldly  are 
actuated.  On  this  topic,  therefore,  1  would  say  to  an  invalid,  "in  going 
from  home,  resolve  that  you  will  act  in  everything,  as  far  as  you  may, 
as  you  would  have  felt  it  your  duty  to  act  if  you  were  at  home.  Where- 
ver you  may  be,  faithfully  carry  out  the  principles  of  right,  and  obliga- 
tion, which  you  would  profess  among  your  nearest  and  dearest   friends. 
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As  an  invalid,  your  mind  demands  exercise,  not  less  than  your  body  ; 
and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  a  principal  end  of  this  exercise  should 
be,  anmsement.  Let  thought,  therefore,  ant!  reading,  and  conversation, 
be  upon  subjects  and  interests  by  which  the  mind  may  be  amused,  as 
well  as  exercised.  But  let  all  your  amusements  minister  as  well  to  a 
healthy  state  of  the  mind,  as  of  the  body.  In  escaping  ennui,  you  will 
have  done  something,  and  perhaps  much,  for  escaping  disease.  And 
in  maintaining  always,  and  in  everything,  an  enlightened  sense  of  right, 
and  duty,  you  will  possess  at  once  one  of  the  best  mitigations  of  suffer- 
ing, one  of  the  most  important  aids  in  the  recovery  of  health,  and  the 
best  possible  security  for  the  enjoyment  of  health,  should  God  be  pleased 
to  restore  to  you  that  blessin^g." 

[To  be  continued.] 


DR.  FISH'S    REPLY   TO  DR.    GOULDING  S    REMARKS  ON    EMBRYOTIC 

INFLUENCES. 

fCommunicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Snrgical   Journal.] 

Br  looking  over  the  last  number  of  the  iMedical  and  Surgical  Journal, 
I  perceive  that  Dr.  Goulding,  from  a  good  spirit  or  bad,  from  a  feeling 
of  human  kindness,  or  from  some  other  feeling,  has  seen  fit  to  offer  some 
observations  upon  "  Euibryotic  Influences."  He  has  taken  hold  of  the 
matter  with  such  engagedness  that  I  am  somewhat  wound  up,  finished, 
or  kilt,  as  my  next-door  neighbor  would  express  himself.  1  must  rally 
my  intellectual  forces,  and  parry  off  the  thrusts.  "  An  essay  of  this 
kind,  in  this  enlightened  age,"  says  Dr.  G.,  "  requires  some  notice." 
He  had  hoped  tliat  this  absurd  notion  had  long  since  been  exploded,  or 
that  it  might  be  confined  to  the  weak  minded  and  the  illiterate.  He  is 
not  so  sure  but  that  he  is  correct  now,  I  suppose,  in  regard  to  the  latter. 
"  That  the  imagination  can  exert  an  influence  upon  the  child  in  utero, 
is  as  contrary  to  reason  and  scientific  principles,  as  it  is  to  nail  a  horse- 
shoe over  the  house-door  to  keep  the  witches  out."  This,  if  it  does 
not  confound  all  my  reasoning  upon  the  subject,  will  pass  for  a  witty 
expression.  But  why  is  it  contrary  to  reason  ?  The  great,  the  learned, 
and  the  scientific  Dr.  Darwin  believed  in  an  influence  more  remote,  and 
apparently  more  unreasonable.  He  believed  that  the  imagination  exert- 
ed an  influence  upon  the  future  offspring  before  it  was  so  far  evolved  as 
to  exist  in  utero.  It  is  as  easy  to  call  this  absurd,  if  mere  say-so  will 
make  it  so,  as  the  other.  We  hear  of  greater  influences  than  even  this, 
and  still  they  are  not  confined  to  the  weak  minded  and  illiterate.  Pro- 
fessors and  presidents  of  colleges  believe  that  the  imagination  exerts  an 
influence  upon  other  persons,  even  to  the  removal  of  diseases  and  bodily 
pains.  I  am  not  the  only  one  besides  women  and  children  that  has 
believed  in  embryotic  influences.  Even  Dr.  G.  acknowledges  that  it 
has  been  believed  from  time  immemorial,  and  by  the  scientific,  too,  be- 
cause they  belonged  to  the  medical  profession.  I  recollect  not  as  this 
was  disputed  until  some  fifty  or  sixty  years  ago,  when  a  member  of  the 
profession  thought  he  perceived  inconsistency  in   such  a  sentiment,  and 
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wrote  against  it.  Perhaps  he  was  correct,  and  perhaps  he  was  not, 
VVbether  he  was,  or  not,  mnlters  not  as  far  as  it  respects  what  I  have 
advanced,  lor  the  influences  which  he  treated  of,  were  of  quite  a  (hfFer- 
ent  order  froin  those  which  I  have  referred  to.  Dr.  G.  says  it  leads  to 
the  same  thing.  Were  it  not  for  spinning  my  article  out  to  too  great 
a  length,  I  cou!d  perhaps  convince  him  of  the  contrary. 

Dr.  G.'s  "  facts,"  with  his  remarks  upon  them,  go  some  ways  towards 
displaying  his  wit,  but  they  go  no  further  to  disprove  the  doctrine  to- 
wards which  he  feels  such  an  antipathy,  than,  to  use  a  negro  expression, 
"  to  stick  your  hand  in  the  fire."  Tiiere  are  prescribed  rules  for  every- 
thing. A  woman,  though  she  might  not  bring  forth  a  saw-mill,  because 
she  passed  by  one  that  was  in  operation,  might  become  the  mother  of  a 
child  with  black  eyes,  oval  cheeks  and  plump  forehead,  when  neither 
herself  nor  the  father  of  her  child  were  distinguished  by  these  trails,  from 
some  powerful  impression  produced  by  its  appropriate  object.  A  wo- 
man might  think  strongly  of  a  griffin,  a  gorgon,  a  flying  dragon,  and  still, 
upon  her  accouchment,  present  her  husband  with  a  lovely  child,  be- 
cause it  was  beyond  the  power  of  her  imagination  to  produce  imitations 
of  these  non-naturals.  Thus  Dr.  G.'s  witticisms  will  not  apply,  and 
must  be  looked  upon  as  altogether  unrequired  and  gratuitous. 

To  restrict  the  subject  to  its  proper  limits,  what  if  there  is  no  ner- 
vous communication  between  the  mother  and  the  foetus  in  utero  ?  There 
is  a  venons  and  an  arterial  communication.  Which  is  it,  the  nerves  or 
the  arteries,  that  transmit,  through  the  medium  of  the  ductus  umbilicus, 
the  selected  living  corpuscles  to  complete  the  formation  of  the  future 
offspring?  The  nerves  do  not  do  it,  certainly.  Dr.  G.  may  think, 
however,  that  though  it  may  be  conveyed  by  the  nerves,  it  should  be 
the  office  of  these  filaments  to  apply  it  to  its  proper  use,  in  order  to 
form  the  resemblances  which  have  been  spoken  of.  Here,  then,  we 
have  something  to  extricate  us  from  our  apparently  inextricable  dilemma. 
The  mother  has  nerves  to  separate  the  requisite  materials  from  the 
blood,  and  the  child  has  nerves  to  apply  them  to  their  proper  use. 
Here  is  an  evidence  for  you,  that  will  withstand  everything.  Perhaps  I 
ought  to  add  a  few  others,  if  it  were  for  nothing  more  than  to  keep  it 
company,  and  render  it  more  imposinij;.  Were  it  not  for  the  fear  of 
eliciting  more  jibes,  and  exposing  myself  too  much  to  the  doctor's  sharp- 
shooting,  I  would  present  a  little  further  testimony  in  favor  of  the  doc- 
trine of  vvliich  1  have  only  ^iven  the  outlines.  It  is  not  a  very  envial)le 
situation  to  place  one's  self  in,  where  he  must  receive  the  brunt  of  the 
satirist's  wit.  He  likes  not  to  hear,  in  allusion  to  what  he  has  said,  "  a 
child  born  with  a  bunch  of  grapes  upon  his  back  ;"  the  little  infant  with 
the  "  raisin  upon  its  leg;"  the  woman  running  as  if  Old  Nick  and  all 
was  after  her,  "  a  quaiter  of  a  mile,  with  both  arms  extended  before 
her."  These,  and  the  "  ten  thousand  more"  referred  to,  that  "mi>;ht" 
be  mentioned,  which  are  now  of  course  in  reserve,  somewhat  intimi- 
dates a  man  that  puts  a  proper  value  upon  the  reputation  he  deems  him- 
self to  be  favored  uitli.  13ut  I  will  not  bo  a  coward,  after  all.  I  will 
just  ask  Dr.  Gouldinij;  if  there  is  anything  more  wonderful  in  the  influ- 
ences which  are  the  objects  of  contention,  than  there  is  in  the  fact  that 
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the  mother's  milk  is  somelimes  so  affected  by  the  suddenly  excited 
passions  of  her  irritiited  feelings,  as  to  occasion  the  death  of  her  child. 
Perhaps  he  may  call  this  the  '•  ahsurd  notion  of  the  weak  minded  ;"  but 
it  is  related  by  persons  who  have  a  fair  standing  upon  the  literary  arena. 

By  following  Dr.  G.  up  in  his  observations,  it  can  be  ascertained 
wiiy  he  has  entered  so  warmly  into  the  subject  as  to  inlimaie  that  he 
considered  it  a  crime  to  teach  any  other  doctrine  than  that  which  he 
himself  believes.  He  has  a  yearning  sympathy  for  the  woirian  ;  and 
if  his  fears  are  well  founded,  he  oui;ht  to  be  applauded  for  it.  "  It  ren- 
ders the  condition  of  the  woman,"  he  says,  meaning  such  sentiments  as 
I  liave  promulgated,  "  deplorable  during  the  term  of  her  gestation." 
"  Her  nightly  imaginihirs  aie  those  of  iiorror,  and  her  day-dieams  parti- 
cipate of  nothing  calculated  to  afibrd  relief,"  &ic. 

Certainly  the  thouglit  never  entered  my  heart  that  I  was  doing  so 
much  injury.  I  did  not  think  1  was  so  debased,  so  consummate,  so  reck- 
less and  cruel  a  villain.  I  even  thought  that  I  experienceil  a  proper 
feeling  towards  that  portion  of  the  community,  tliat  administers  so  much 
to  the  comforts,  the  consolation  and  the  happiness  of  our  own  sex. 
What  atonement  shall  I  niake  for  my  criminality  ?  Would  that  I  could 
blot  from  my  by-gone  days  the  day  and  the  hour  in  which  1  empkned 
myself  in  penning  such  an  article  !  As  this  cannot  be  done,  would  that 
I  could  blot  from  the  22d  number  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal 
the  pages  which  contain  the  oflending  article,  and  then  I  would  commit 
the  manujcript  to  tiie  flames  !  Could  1  have  had  hut  a  particle  of  fore- 
thought about  me  when  I  scribbled  what  I  thought  but  little  of  when  I 
was  writing  it,  and  less  of  afterwards,  how  many  agonizing  pangs  I  should 
have  saved  from  the  mothers  that  are  to  be,  and  sleepless  and  anxious 
nights  from  Dr.  Goulding.  I  have  now  nothing  to  console  me  but  the 
thought  of  an  immortality  that  is  to  occur  to  me,  similar  to  that  which  was 
sought  for  when  the  magnificent  structure  of  the  temple  of  Diana  was 
burnt  by  a  person  who  despaired  of  perpetuating  iiis  name  in  any 
other  way. 

But  I  will  not  give  up  all  hope  of  attaining  a  better  inmiortality. 
There  is  hopes  of  a  sinner  until  the  expiration  of  the  eleventh  hour. 
It  may  be  thai  ardent  repentance  will  wi|)e  away  the  guilt  from  my 
ofTending  heart.  To  take  a  re\ievv  of  the  subject,  too,  it  does  not  seem 
that  what  I  have  done  is  calculated  to  produce  so  great  an  injury.  In 
the  first  place,  the  female  portion  of  the  connnunity  do  not  trouble 
themselves  much  about  medical  publications.  If  they  chance  to  read 
an  article,  they  enter  not  much  into  the  spirit  of  it,  and  treat  it  with  too 
much  indifference  to  re|>ine  at  what  n)ight  not  be  exactly  agreeable  to 
them.  If  they  should  look  at  it  in  its  most  dubious  light,  their  versatile 
and  elastic  minds  would  buoy  them  above  the  evil  which  it  presaged, 
and  we  should  find  them  with  the  san^e  smiling  faces  and  cheerful 
looks  as  b(!fore.  The)'  are  not  that  weak-minfled,  superstitious,  whimsi- 
cal set  of  beings  that  Dr.  Goulding  is  disposed  to  consider  them.  They 
have  as  much  patience  to  endure  pain,  as  much  fortitude  to  endure 
affliction,  and  as  much  philosophy  to  buffet  the  ills  which  life  is  heir  to, 
as  the  boasted  lords  of  all  that  is  made.     INow  andjhen   a  single  indi- 
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vicinal  may  seem  to  be  afflicted  from  imagined  evils  ;  and  if  she  is 
enceinte,  slie  may  have  paiiiful  forebodings  in  regard  to  her  future  off- 
spring. She  may  fear  that  it  may  be  modelled  with  the  physiognomy 
of  the  snake,  marked  with  the  features  of  tiie  toad,  or  impressed  with 
the  grim  visage  of  the  elephant,  and  what  I  have  written  will  tend  in 
no  way  to  ease  the  matter.  Neither  will  it  tend  to  increase  it,  for  it  is  a 
thousand  to  one  whether  she  ever  heaid  of  me  or  perused  a  syllable 
that  I  have  w-ritten.  Such  sentiments  as  mine  will  be  no  more  calculat- 
ed to  do  hurt  than  a  thousand  other  things — not  half  so  much  as  the 
every-day  objects  that  present  themselves.  Women  are  subject  to  ex- 
citement— to  be  operated  upon  by  the  impulse  of  the  moment.  They 
are  nervous,  as  it  is  called,  in  many  instances,  but  not  a  whit  more  so  than 
man  is  ;  not  so  nmch  so  as  Dr.  Goulding  has  discovered  himself  to  be. 
They  are  more  disposed  to  be  operated  upon  by  such  a  feeling  during 
the  period  of  utero-gestation  than  at  other  times,  but  so  also  are  their 
husbands.  In  numbers  of  instances  I  have  known  men  so  foolish  as 
to  believe  that  all  the  suffering  during  that  period  had  fallen  upon  them, 
and  have  laughed  to  see  them  spit,  and  hawk,  and  loathe  their  food, 
and  try  to  vomit  ;  but  I  never  knew  women  make  so  much  ado  about 
it,  or  appear  to  be  so  much  afflicted  when  they  were  not  so  fortunate  as 
to  have  husbands  to  take  the  burthen  off  of  them.  But  what  I  was 
going  to  say,  is,  and  I  had  like  to  have  lost  sight  of  it,  that  the  squall 
of  a  cat,  or  the  chirp  of  a  mouse,  would  have  ten  times  as  much  effect 
to  occasion  this  nervous  excitability,  as  all  the  philosophy  or  the  pre- 
tended philosophy  they  ever  heard  of.  It  must  be,  therefore,  that  a 
physician  that  is  operated  upon  by  so  much  fear  in  regard  to  the  oppo- 
site sex,  as  Dr.  G.  appears  to  be,  is  affected,  not  with  monomania — I 
will  hope  belter  things  of  a  brother  physician — but  with  a  sort  of 
idiosyncrasy. 

After  all,  I  cannot  think  that  the  doctor  feels  so  bad  as  he  pretends. 
I  cannot  but  hope  that,  were  he  to  write  again,  he  would  not  try  to 
thrust  his  opponent  into  the  back  ground  altogether  by  the  splendor  of 
his  wit,  but  that  he  would  interlard  it  now  and  then  with  solid  argu- 
ment. Upon  a  philosophical  discussion,  whether  the  premises  are  false 
or  true,  argument  is  more  useful  than  satire,  and  one  solid  argument 
Avould  lay  a  falsity  dead  beyond  the  power  of  anything  to  resuscitate  it ; 
whereas  a  hundred  shafts  of  the  satirist  might  not  kill  it  so  but  that  it 
would  revive  again.  But  I  am  extending  my  article  to  too  great  a 
length.  I  must  ask  the  forbearance  of  the  readers  of  the  JNIedical  and 
Surgical  Journal,  not  only  for  this,  but  for  past  offences,  and  must  en- 
deavor, should  I  again  appear  in  its  pages,  to  so  graduate  my  sentiments, 
and  so  temper  the  spirit  of  them,  as  not  to  affect  the  too  easily  excitable 
and  morbidly  sensitive  feelings  of  Dr.  Goulding. 

Boston,  July  8,  1837.  Samuel  Fish. 


CASE   OF  MONSTROSITY. 

To  the_Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — I  attended  the   labor  of  Mrs.   B.,  on  the   night   of  the  25th  of 
June,  at  the  request  of  ray  medical   instructer.     Wothing  uncommon 
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occurred  in  the  delivery,  till  after  the  birth  of  the  first  child,  when,  some- 
what anxious  about  the  retcnlion  of  the  placenta,  1  passed  iriy  hand  up 
the  vagina,  and  found  another  child  descending,  \^  hich  has  turned  out  to 
be  a  "  lusus  nauuje  ;"  a  perfect  representation  of  which  may  be  seen  in 
the  enclosed  plate,  drawn  by  IVlr.  James  Colman,  student  of  medicine. 

In  the  plate  are  represented  the  rudiments  of  a  hand,  the  umbilical 
cord,  with  hernia  ;  and  in  the  place  of  the  organs  of  generation,  an 
a(nor pilous  mass,  bearing  no  resemblance  to  those  organs.  Above  the 
umbilical  cord,  are  two  small  bodies  surroimded  with  hair,  and  exactly 
resembling  the  male  organs  of  generation  inverted. 

There  is  also  seen,  though,  from  its  situation,  it  could  not  be  perfectly 
presented  in  the  plate,  a  small  body  occupying  the  place  of  the  left  arm. 
The  anus  was  imperforate.  The  deformity  of  the  lower  extremities  is 
well  exhibited  in  the  drawing.  Mrs.  B.'s  age  is  twenty  ;  she  has  been 
married  three  years,  and  has  one  child  living.  She  miscarried  in  Aueust 
last,  since  which  she  has  been  in  rather  poor  health,  though  able  to  be 
about.  Nothing,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  has  happened  during  her  preg- 
nancy to  cause  so  remarkable  a  deformity. 

The  monstrosity  referred  to,  has  been  presented  to  the  Boston  So- 
ciety for  Medical  Improvement,  and  will  be  deposited  in  their  cabinet. 
Its  dissection  will  doubtless  be  extremely  interesting.  At  present  it 
would  seem  to  belong  to  the  acephali,  or  headless  monsters.  Whether 
this  is  actually  the  case,  or  whether  it  is  merely  a  micro-cephalus,  will 
be  determined  by  the  examination. 

Dr.  Cummin,  in  his  lectures  on  "  Forensic  Medicine,"  published  in 
the  London  Medical  Gazette,  says  of  the  former,  "  These  constitute  a 
large  proportion  of  the  monstrous  births  usually  met  with  ;  they  are 
very  common  in  twin  cases.  Sometimes  not  only  the  head  is  wanting, 
but  the  neck  ;  the  arms  are  also  occasionally  deficient,  and  likewise  the 
chest ;  the  abdomen  and  legs  remaining.  In  such  cases  all  those  organs 
which  ordinarily  receive  their  nerves  from  the  parts  that  are  absent,  are 
themselves  deficient.  No  species  of  monstrosity,  so  complete,  excludes 
the  idea  of  viability."  Your  obt.  servt. 

Boston,  July  10,  1837.  Ward  Nicholas  Botlston. 

P.  S. — Since  the  above  was  written,  the  specimen  referred  to  has 
been  dissected  by  Dr.  J.  B.  S.  Jackson,  an  account  of  which  will  be 
coujuiunicated  to  the  profession  hereafter. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,    JULY    J9,     1837, 


DIRECTIONS     FOR    THE    ESTABLISHMENT    AND    GOVERNMENT     OF 
LUNATIC    ASYLUMS. 

The  above  is  the  title  of  a   pamphlet   of  50  pages,  translated   from  the 
French  of  Briere  De  Boisment,  M.D.  by  E.  Quincy  Bewail,  M.D.,  and 


384  On  hunatic  Asylums. 

republished  in  the  third  volume  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Medical  So- 
ciety of  the  State  of  New  York.  It  was  a  prize  memoir  on  a  qiiestion 
proposed  by  the  Society  of  the  ]VIedii;al  and  Natural  Sciences  at  Brus- 
sels, for  the  year  1834,  and  is  replete  with  useful  tacts  and  suggestions, 
calculated  to  furnish  valuai)le  information  on  a  subject  which  has  re- 
cently excited  groat  interest  in  the  conununity.  Tiie  author  appears  to 
have  been  a  physician  of  considerable  experience  in  this  disease,  has 
visited  most  of  the  principal  Asylums  ot'  Europe,  and  availed  himself  of 
the  latest  views  of  the  most  distinguished  French  and  German  physi- 
cians, in  the  construction  of  his  essay.  He  considers  the  subject  under 
the  three  heads  of  the  Situation,  Arrangement,  and  Government  of  In- 
sane Hospitals. 

In  connection  with  the  first  head,  he  gives  the  preference  to  an  elevat- 
ed, dry  locality  in  the  country,  surrounded  with  a  varied  and  undulating 
scenery,  sufficiently  near  son)e  city  to  be  within  reach  of  a  constant 
supply  of  fresh  provisions,  and  yet  so  far  removed  from  it  as  to  prevent 
those  excitements  and  annoyances  which  are  occasioned  by  being  ex- 
posed to  intrusive  visits  and  witnessing  the  stirring  scenes  and  events 
liable  to  take  place  in  the  midst  of  a  crowded  population,  and  which  cannot 
be  regarded  otherwise  than  prejudicial  to  a  disordered  mind. 

It  will  long  continue  to  be  a  prnbletn,  what  plan  of  construction  is  best 
adapted  for  insane  hospitals.  It  is  desira!)le  to  combine  rapidity  of  in- 
spection, facility  of  intercourse,  airiness,  economy  of  outlay  and  expendi- 
ture for  labor,  with  the  total  absence  of  everything  appearing  like  a 
prison  or  penitentiary.  The  views  of  Esquirol  and  other  French  physi- 
cians, who  recommend  a  large  number  of  separate  pavilions  with  only  a 
basement  story,  are  opposed  with  much  reason.  The  considerations  that 
have  been  urged  in  their  favor,  are  more  than  counterbalanced  by  others 
on  the  score  of  economy  and  concentration,  and  most  of  them  may  be 
obviated  by  a  due  discrimination  in  the  classiHcation  of  patients. 

Dr.  Boisment  would  recommend,  in  a  suit  of  buildings  disposed  in  the 
form  of  a  square,  two  stories  high,  three  pavilions  for  patients  under 
treatment,  and  five  for  the  incurable,  the  epileptic,  and  the  sick,  of  each 
sex  ;  with  a  centre  building,  containing  three  suits  of  rooms  for  the  offi- 
cers, convalescents,  chapel,  dispensary,  stores,  kitchen,  Stc,  surmounted 
with  a  cupola  from  which  every  part  of  the  establishment  may  be 
surveyed. 

In  relation  to  the  internal  arrangement  and  hygienic  regulations,  will 
be  found,  as  might  be  expected,  many  important  observations.  On  the 
subject  of  ventilation  and  cleanliness,  he  is  mmute  and  practical.  He 
dwells  also  at  some  length  on  the  necessity  of  allowing  a  generous  diet 
to  most  classes  of  insane  patients.  It  appears  to  us,  however,  an  error 
to  restrict  that  of  patients  under  high  excitement.  The  wants  of  the 
system  are  at  that  time  greater,  while  the  process  of  digestion  itself,  ope- 
rates as  a  sedative.  Should  undue  accumulation  of  blood  take  place, 
it  might  be  easily  remedied  by  the  lancet.  Besides,  exprricHce  in  the 
New  England  hospitals  proves  abundantly  the  good  effect  of  allowing 
patients  to  cat  as  much  as  they  will.  The  size  of  the  c»^lls  and  dormi- 
tories, the  materials  with  which  they  should  be  constructed,  their  furni- 
ture, the  means  of  regulating  their  temperature,  the  personal  habits  of 
patients,  their  clothing,  occupy  a  share  of  his  attention.  The  torpor,  or 
insensil)ility  to  cold,  manifested  by  some  patients,  it  is  oitserved,  is  no 
proof  that  they  are  insusceptible  to  its  effects.  Various  disorders  arise 
from  cold   where  this  torpor    prevails,  and,  among  others,  three   cases  of 
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tetanus  are  instanced,  showing  the  injurious  consequences  of  neglert  on 
the  part  of  keepers.  To  this  class  of  persons  a  great  responsibility  be- 
longs ;  on  them  much  depends.  Tiieir  influence  on  the  recovery  of  pa- 
tients is  second  only  to  that  of  the  physician  himself;  indeed  his  own 
efforts  will  be  fruitless,  however  well  directed,  unless  seconded  by  faith- 
ful and  judicious  attendants.  They  should,  therefore,  be  selected  with 
the  utmost  care.  Every  incentive  to  the  faithful  performance  of  their 
duty  should  be  before  them.  They  must  be  animated  with  higher  mo- 
tives than  the  mere  prospect  of  earthly  gain,  or  they  will  be  eye-ser- 
vants. In  many  of  the  French  hospitals,  advantage  is  found  from 
employing  those  that  have  been  themselves  insane. 

The  author  closes  with  some  judicious  remarks  on  the  character  and 
qualifications  requisite  for  the  physician  of  an  insane  asylum.  Of  course 
we  cannot  follow  him  through  them.  But  there  is  one  point  in  this  con- 
nection that  demands  consideration.  IVIuch  of  the  success  in  the  treat- 
ment depends  on  his  having  constant  familiar  intercourse  with  his  pa- 
tients. In  this  way  only  can  he  acquire  that  accurate  information  of 
character  and  temperament,  and  that  intimate  knowledge  of  diseased 
manifestation,  which  will  enable  him  to  apply  his  moral  remedies  with 
the  nicest  discrimination  and  the  happiest  effect.  What,  then,  will  be 
the  consequence  of  establishing  institutions  on  so  extensive  a  scale  as 
that  contemplated  by  the  State  of  ]Vew  York,  unless  it  be  the  sacrifice 
of  one  of  the  first  conditions  necessary  to  the  successful  treatment  of 
insanity,  by  destroying  this  intercourse. 

The  value  of  this  essay  is  enhanced,  in  no  small  degree,  by  tables  il- 
lustrating the  cost  of  construction,  of  repairs,  and  of  the  daily  expenses 
of  various  establishments  in  France.  It  presents,  on  the  whole,  so  great 
an  amount  of  new  and  interesting  information  on  this  subject,  that  its 
translation,  and  republication  in  this  country,  must  be  regarded  as  pecu- 
liarly opportune,  when  the  attention  of  several  States  is  turned  towards 
erecting  asylums  for  the  insane. 


NEW   HAMPSHIRE   MEDICAL   SOCIETY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — Should  the  following  proceedings  of  the  New  Hampshire  Medical 
Society,  at  the  last  annual    meeting,  be   deemed   worthy  an   insertion   in 
the  Journal,  it  is  at  your  disposal,  James   B,   Abbott,  Scc'y. 

Loudon,  Julij  1,  1837. 

The  forty-sixth  annual  meeting  of  the  New  Hampshire  Medical  So- 
ciety was  holden  in  Concord,  at  the  Phoenix  Hotel,  on  the  6th  and  7th 
of  June  last. 

Reuben  D.  Mussey,  M.D.,  Hanover,  wag  chosen  President. 
Enos  Hoyt,  M.D.,  Northfield,  Vice  President. 
James  B.  Abbott,  M.D.,  Loudon,  Secretary. 
Nathan  Sanborn,  M.U.,  Henniker,  Treasurer. 
Counsellors. —  Centre  District. — Elijah   Colby,  M.D.,  Concord.— Ja- 
cob Straw,  M.D.,  Henniker.' 

Western  District. — Samuel  Webber,  M.D.,  Charlestown. — J.  Bachel- 
der,  M.D.,  do. 

Strafford  District.— John  P.  Elkins,  M.D.,  New  Durham.— Noah 
Martin,  M.D.,  Somersworth. 

Rockingham  District. — Thomas  Bassett,  M.D.,  Kingston. 
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Southern  Z>is/nci.  — Mattliias  Spaulding,  M.D.,  Amherst. — Micah 
Eldridjie,  INI.D.,  Nashua. 

Grafton  District. — Daniel  Oliver,  IM.D.,  Hanover. — R.  D.  Mussey, 
M.D.,  do. 

Censors. — Centre  District. — James  B.  Abbott,  INI.D,,  Loudon. — John 
C.  Page,  JNl.D,  Gilmanton. 

Western  District. — Amos  Twitchell,  INI.D.,  Keene. — John  B.  Dous- 
jnan,  INI.D.,  do. 

Strafford  District.— J.  A.  Smith,  INI.D., .  Stephen  Drew,  M.D., 

INIilton. 

Southern  District. — Daniel  Adams,  M.D.,  INIount  Vernon. — Noah  Har- 
dy, M.D.,  Hollis. 

Grafton  District. — R.  D.  INlussey,  M.D.,  Hanover. 

Rockingham  District. — Thomas  Bassett,  INI.D.,  Kingston. 

Thoma"s  Chadbourne,  M.D.,  Concord  ;  Thomas  P.  Hill,  M.D.,  San- 
bornton,  Delegates  to  the  Medical  Examinations  at  Hanover. — Moses  Hill, 
M.D.,  Northwood  ;  Richard  P.  J.  Tenney,  M.D.,  their  Substitutes. 

Orators  for  1833.— Joseph  H.  Smith,  M.D.,  Dover.— David  Wells, 
M.D.,  Deerfield. 

Clwsen  to  prepare  a  Historij  of  the  JV.  H.  Medical  Society. — Thomas 
P.  Hill,  M.D.,  Sanbornton.— James  B.  Abbott,  M.D.,  J.oudon. 

Dr.  Thomas  Bassett,  Kingston  ;  Timothy  Haynes,  M.D.,  Thomas 
Brown,  M.D.,  and  John  T.  G.  Leach,  M.D.,  Concord  ;  Dr.  Thomas 
Wa'lace,  Derry  ;  and  Dr.  James  F.  Sargetit,  Hopkinton,  were  elected 
Fellows  of  the  Society. 

Dr.  Hill,  of  Northwood,  addressed  the  Society  upon  the  subject  of 
quackery  ;  and  the  president  (Prof.  Mussey)  made  a  very  interesting 
report,  as  chairman  of  a  committee,  upon  the  situation,  as  respects  health 
and  morals,  of  operatives  in  manufacturing  establishments. 

There  were  more  members  present  at  the  meeting  than  for  twenty 
years  past  ;  and  more  patients  came  before  the  Society  for  advice  than 
ever  before  ;  which  speaks  favorably  for  the  standing  of  the  regular  pro- 
fession in  this  State. 


D)mestic  Qiackery. — In  the  midst  of  a  host  of  pretenders  to  the  art  of 
healing,  as  bold,  reckless  and  secretive,  as  ever  flourished  on  terra  firma, 
a  new  candidate  for  fame  has  started  up  under  the  talismanic  guise  of  a 
German  doctor,  who  bids  fair  to  interfere  with  the  regular  system  of 
qijackerv  to  which  the  country  has  become  accustomed.  This  is  con- 
sidered by  them  as  an  imposition,  inasmuch  as  it  clashes  with  their  regu- 
lar business.  The  advertisement  issued  by  this  interloper,  which  has 
been  widely  distributed  over  all  New  England,  has  the  following  clause 

in  it,  viz.  "  Dr.  L is  able  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  all  kind  of  diseases 

by  an  examination  of  the  wine,  wliich  should  be  taken  from  the  patient  in 
the  mornin:!:,  in  a  clean  phial.  For  the  examination  of  which,  one  dollar  is 
to  be  paid  by  cack  patient.  He  will  also  attend  to  throat  distemper,  quinsy, 
smallpox,  and  all  other  diseases.'"  Were  this  an  original  contrivance  for 
gulling  stupid,  ignorant,  ailing  ones,  we  should  be  willing  to  give  proper 
credit  for  the  ingenuity  of  the  impostor  ;  but  he  is  at  least  si.xty  years 
too  late — the  self-same  scheme  having  been  practised  in  England  so  ex- 
tensively, that  government  was  obliged  to  interfere  and  put  a  stop  to  the 
transportation   of  bottles  of  urine   with   which    post-coaches  were  laden, 
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sent  for  the  sage  inspection  of  a  German  adventurer  in  London,  by  those 
who  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  franking.  But  there  is  nothing  too  absurd 
for  the  age,  or  for  those  who  can  least  afTord  to  be  cheated  out  of  health 
and  money.  The  doctor's  office  is  said  to  look  like  a  depot  of  mineral 
water — jugs,  flasks  and  phials  are  constantly  accumulating,  so  that  by 
the  sale  of  the  empty  ones,  alone,  it  will  prove  a  profitable  business. 


Irregular  Practitioners. — At  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  INIassachu- 
sfttts  Medical  Society,  the  following  by-law  was  made,  and  it  was  voted 
that  it  be  published. 

*'  If  any  licentiate  of  this  Society  or  Doctor  in  Medicine,  graduated 
either  at  Harvard  University  or  at  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institution, 
shall  neglect  to  obtain  admission  as  a  Fellow  of  this  Society,  according 
to  the  method  of  the  53d  By-Law,  for  one  year  after  he  is  entitled  to  the 
same,  he  shall  be  deemed  an  irregular  practitioner  ;  nor  shall  he  after- 
wards be  admitted  as  a  Fellow  of  the  Society,  unless  he  make  a  repre- 
sentation of  his  case  in  writing  to  the  Counsellors,  and  satisfy  them  that 
he  has  had  good  reasons  tor  not  pursuing  the  steps  necessary  for  his  ad- 
mission as  a  Fellow  within  the  time  above  specified.  In  every  such 
case,  the  Counsellors  shall  decide  by  vote  whether  the  reasons  are  or 
are  not  satisfactory,  and  the  result  shall  be  communicated  to  the  appli- 
cant by  the  Corresponding  Secretary  ;  whereupon,  if  the  result  be  favor- 
able to  the  applicant,  and  he  sign  the  By-Laws,  according  to  the  53d 
By-Law,  within  three  months,  he  shall  be  admitted  as  a  F'ellow  ;  and 
not  otherwise." 

Medical  Miscellany. — Many  cattle  have  died  of  late,  in  Piscataway, 
New  Jersey,  of  an  anomalous  disease,  but  which,  however,  is  said  to 
resemble  hydrophobia.  They  foamed  at  the  mouth,  refused  food  and 
drink,  and  furiously  attacked  those  who  approached  them.  They  died  in 
violent  convulsions. — Dr.  Farnham,  of  Batavia,  N.  Y.,  has  been  con- 
victed of  using  means  (mandragora)  to  take  away  the  sense  of  conscious- 
ness from  his  patients,  preparatory  to  rifling  their  pockets. — Accounts  of 
the  prevalence  of  smallpox  reach  us  from  all  sections  of  the  country — 
almost  invariably  introduced  by  the  tremendous  influ.x  of  foreigners. — 
The  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review  gives  an  account  of  a  woman 
who  has  gone  through  the  Ccesarean  operation  four  times,  successfully. 
From  1800  to  1833,  this  dangerous  operation  was  performed  on  the  con- 
tinent one  hundred  and  ten  times  ;  forty-eight  of  them  successful  to  the 
mother.  Out  of  the  whole,  sixty-seven  children  were  born  alive  ;  twen- 
ty-nine were  dead  before  extraction,  which  was  imputed  to  tardiness  in 
the  process. — Nux  vomica  has  been  found  serviceable  in  dyspepsia — the 
doses  of  strychnine  are  from  one  twelfth  to  one  sixth  of  a  grain.  This 
is  rather  too  homoeopathic  to  get  into  favor  with  philosophical  practition- 
ers.— Dr.  Dunglison  gives  a  favorable  notice  of  the  results  of  compres- 
sion in  various  diseases.  He  says  that  Dr.  Dudley,  of  Lexington,  Ky. 
has  long  been  in  the  habit  of  using  bandages  extensively  in  various  sur- 
gical affections,  with  marked  advantage. — The  mean  age  in  the  English 
army,  is  presumed  to  be  26  years. — Out  of  100  deaths  in  Bengal,  26.8 
were  from  fevers  ;  7.3  from  hepatitis  ;  30.5  from  dysentery,  and  other 
bowel  complaints  ;  19.8  from  cholera  ;  4.6  from  pulmonic  diseases,  1.9 
of  which  were  phthisis  pulmonalis  ;  leaving,  says  the  above  named  Jour- 
alist,  only  11  produced  by  other  diseases. 
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To  CoRRESPO.\DF..\TS. — '' H.'s  "  remarks  on  llie  medical  treatment  of  insanity 
are  received,  and  will  soon  be  inserted  in  the  Journal, 

DiF.D, — In  this  city,  Dr.  Harvey  N.  Preston,  of  Plymouth. — \i  Northampton,  Dr. 
David  Hunt,  aged  64.— At  Paris,  Dr.  .1.  M.  Prinirle,  of  Charleston,  S.  C. 

VVh  lie  111  riher  of  deitlis  in  Bixtcin,  fnr  the  week  endiiis  July  15    2o.     .Males,  15 — Females,  10. 

Coiisiimplioii,  2 — suicide,  1 — drowned,  1 — croup,  2— dropsy,  2 — typhus  fever,  1 — disease  of  the 
heart,  1 — iurt  iniimtion  of  the  liver,  1 — fits,  1 — paralysis,  1 — smallpox,  1— iritiammation  of  the  brain, 
1 — scarlet  fever,  1 — king's  evil,  1. 


BliRKSHIRE    MEDICAL   LN^TITUTION. 

THE  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  for  1837,  will  coninience  the  last  Thursday  in  .-August  and  continue 
thirteen  weeks. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  .Medicine  and  Obstetrics,  by  -  -  -  H.  H.  Childs,  M.D. 

Patholoaical  Anatomy,  by        -         -         -         -  ...  .  E.  Bartleit,  .M.D. 

jMateria  .Medica  and  Pharmacy,  by  -  -  .        .         .         .  David  Palmer,  M.D. 

Botany,  t-'hemislry  and  .Vatural  Philosophy,  by         -        -  -  -  C    Df.wev,  M.D. 

Surgery  and  Physiology,  by  -  -  "         -  -  -  -  \V.  Parker,  M.D. 

General  and  ."Special  Anatomy,  by         -------         R.  Watts,  Jr.,  .M.D. 

Legal  Medicine,  by -..  .  .  Hon.  Henry  Hlrbard. 

Fee  for  the  Tickets  of  all  the  Professors,  $50.  Those  who  have  attended  two  full  courses  at  an 
incorporated  medical  school,  §11).     Graduation,  .$16.     Board  not  e.\ceedlng  §2  per  week. 

By  an  act  of  the  Legi-'lfiture  of  Massachusetts,  passed  April,  l>37,  the  Berkshire  .Medical  Institu. 
tion  is  constituted  an  inddpe.ndent  Medical  College,  with  authority  to  confer  degrees,  and  the  graduates 
are  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  which  pertain  to  the  medical  graduates  of  Harvard 
University. 

By  a  vote  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  passed  the  31st  of  May  last,  the  graduates  of  the 
Berkshire  .Me.lic:il  Listitiition,  are  ex  oificio  entitled  to  admission  as  Fellows  of  said  Society, 

C.  DEWEY, 
July  19 — Ot  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 

MEDICAL    SCHOOL    OF   HARVARD    UNIVEllSITY. 

THE  Medical  Lectures  in  Harvard  University  will   begin  on  the  first   Wednesday  in  November,  in 
Mason  street,  Boston,  at  9   o'cloc  k,  A.   .M.,  and  coiilinue  thirteen   week-!.     For  the  following  four 
weeks,  the  Hospital  and  Dissectiria  room  will  he  kept  open,  and  some  Lectures  will  be  given,  with- 
out adflitinical  expen-ie,  to  such  students  as  may  reuiain. 
The  following  Courses  of  Lectures  will  be  delivered  to  the  class  of  the  ensuing  season.        Fees. 
Anatomy,  and  the  Operations  of  Surgery,  by  John  C.  Warren,  M.D.  §15 

Chemistry,  by  John   W.   Webster,  .M.D.  15 

Midwifery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  Walter  Channing,  M.D.  10 

Miteria  .Medica  and  Clinical  .Medicine,  by  Jacob  Bigelow,  M.D.  10 

Principles  of  .Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  by  Geo.   Havward,M.D.  10 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  John  Ware,  M.D.  15 

By  an  additional  act  of  the  Le;;islature  of  .Massacliuset'.s,  the  opportunities  for  the  study  of  Prac- 
tical .'Vnatomy  are  now  placed  upon  the  most  liberal  footing,  and  an  ample  supply  of  subjects  for  the 
wants  of  science  will  he  legally  provided  at  a  small  expense. 

The  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  is  open  without  fee  to  students  attending  the  Lectures  of  the 
physicians  and  surgeons.  Clinical  Lectures  are  given  several  times  in  each  week,  and  surgical  opera- 
tions are  frequent. 

To  the  Medical  College  is  attached  a  Medical  Library,  a  costly  and  extensive  Chemical  Apparatus, 
and  Collections  illustrative  of  Midwifery,  Materia  .Medica,  and  Healthy  and  Morbid  .Anaiomy. 

WALTER  CHAN.VI.NG, 
Boston,  July  5,  1837.  tNov.  L  Dean  of  tlie  Faculty  of  Medicine. 

THEODORE   .AIETCALF— APOTHECARY, 

NO.  33  Tremont  street,  ten  doors  north  of  the  Treruoni  House,  devotes  his  chief  attention  to  com- 
pounding prescriptions;  and  assures  physicians  that,  in  his  establishment,  no  persons  will  be  en- 
trusted with  this  rfuty,  e.xcept  those  of  skill  and  experience,  and  no  articles  used  but  tliose  of  the 
best  quality. 

T.  .U.  keeps  no  quack  medicine'!,  but  chooses  to  rely  for  support  upon  regular  practitioners  and  their 
patients.     He  is  permitted  to  refer  to  Drs.  Jackson  and  Reynolds. 
May  21.  3in 

TO   MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

The  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  instriiciing  in  all  the  branches  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery.  .V  suitable  room  will  lie  provideil,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  medical 
lilirarv,  opportunities  for  seeing  he  practice  of  out;  of  the  di.-:trii  Is  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  tiie  Kye 
and  Ear  Intirmary,  and  of  attending  a  course  o  I  lectures  on  tlie  diseases  of  the  eye. 

\  re^ul.ir  course  of  recitations  and  examinations  will  include  all  the  required  professional  works. 
.\nato  uical  instruction  and  private  dissection  will  form  a  prominent  part  in  the  study  of  the  pupils. 
For  further  information,  ajiply  to  either  of  the  subscribers.  JOH.N  JEFFRIES,  M.D. 

R.  W.   HOOPER,  M.D. 
Franklin  Street,  .Vov.  0,  \8:irK  July  19— fim  JOHN  H.   DIX,  M.D. 

THE  BOSTON  .MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURN.M,  is  published  every  Wednesitay,  by 
D.  CL  \PP,  J  R.  at  181  Wisjiinzlon  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  «  honi  all  (dniniunii  aliens 
mast  he  addressed,  pn/ii-pntd.  it  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  contain  in  c  the  weekly 
niiin'iers  of  the  preciMling  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  S.M  ITH,  M.D.  Editor. — Pri.e  f  I',00  a 
Vfl-ir  in  advance.  ^3.50  after  three  months,  and  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year. —  .Agents  allowed 
every  seventh  copy  gratis. — Orders  from  a  distance  must  he  accompanied  by  payment  in  advuii.ce.  or 
salisfiicto.y  refiireuce  — Postage  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 


THE 

BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 
JOURNAL. 


VOL.  XVI.]  WF.nNF.sDAT,  July  26,  1837.  [NO.  25. 


MEDICAL   TREATMENT   OF   INSANITY. 

[Communicated  fur  the   Bo:jton  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  remarks  on  this  subject,  in  a  recent  communication  to  the  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal,  are  highly  interesting  and  valuable.  Were  they 
less  so,  the  elevated  source  from  vi^hich,  it  is  evident,  they  spring,  must 
ever  conmiand  respect  and  attention.  It  might  even  be  deemed  a  mat- 
ter of  presumption  for  one,  whose  opportunities  of  observing  insanity 
have  been  comparatively  limited,  to  venture  to  oppose,  however  slightly, 
the  views  which  they  express.  The  object  of  the  following  paragraphs 
is,  therefore,  not  to  contend  against  what  has  been  advanced,  but  to  ad- 
vert to  one  or  two  points,  on  which,  from  not  being  sufficiently  explicit, 
the  communication  alluded  to  may  be  indirectly  productive  of  injurious 
consequences. 

The  question  when,  and  to  what  extent,  bloodletting  is  admissible, 
and  that  relating  to  the  propriety  of  administering  narcotics,  are  the 
topics  to  which  we  refer.  The  author  of  the  communication  would  not 
proscribe  bleeding  altogether  ;  and  yet  by  quoting  writers  opposed  to 
this  remedy,  and  bringing  forward  such  cases  from  his  own  observation, 
as,  at  first  view,  might  seem  to  call  for  it,  but  in  which,  however,  it 
proved  injurious,  he  has  argued  against  it  in  toto.  Observations,  correct 
in  themselves,  and  inferences  just,  so  far  as  they  apply  to  the  indiscrimi- 
nate employment  and  repetition  of  bloodletting,  are  brought  together, 
and  the  effect  of  the  whole  is  to  discourage  bleeding  under  any  circum- 
stances whatever. 

The  authority  of  Prichard  is  apparently  made  to  contribute  to  the 
same  effect ;  while  nothing  could  have  been  further  from  the  intention 
of  that  writer,  as  will  appear  to  any  one  who  examines  his  work. 
If  there  is  any  medical  author  in  the  English  language,  since  the  time 
of  Rush,  who  may  be  considered  an  advocate  for  bleeding  in  mania,  it 
is  Prichard.  Such  is  the  whole  scope  and  tenor  of  his  reasoning. 
Such  is  the  direct  inference  from  the  pathological  facts  and  observations, 
which  he  has  adduced  to  show  the  danger  of  neglecting  it.  And  though 
the  correspondent  of  the  Journal  afterwards  admits  this  in  part ;  yet  as 
he  has  quoted  without  qualification,  or  alluding  to  what  follows,  the  pas- 
sage in  which  he  allows  to  a  certain  extent  the  force  of  the  arguments  of 
his  opponents,  preliminary  to  discussing  the  question,  he  has  inadvertent- 
ly rendered  him  liable  to  misconception.  He  has  given  us  the  (/,  with- 
out the  but — the  proviso,  without  the  conclusion.  A  better  idea  of  the 
opinions  of  Prichard,  on  this  subject,  would  have  been  conveyed,  had 
25 
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he  been  permitted  to  say  as  follows. — If  on  the  one  hand  it  be  granted 
that  dementia,  prostration,  and,  in  rare  instances,  death,  follow  the  inju- 
dicious employment  and  repetition  of  the  lancet  ;  on  the  otlier,  the  in- 
vestigations of  Foville  prove  conclusively  that  permanent  alterations  of 
the  structure  of  tl)e  brain,  and  consequent  derangement  of  its  functions, 
are  the  too  frequent  consequences  of  its  neglect.  And  it  is  better,  far 
better,  that  numbers  should  fall  into  temporary  den)entia,  or  debility, 
than  that  a  single  patient  should  pass  from  acute  into  chronic  mania, 
or  monomania,  either  of  which  conditions  is  comparatively  hopeless. 

The  remark  of  Pinel  and  others,  adopted  in  that  communication,  that 
violence  is  often  increased  after  bleeding,  is,  I  think,  entitled  to  little 
weight.  For  it  by  no  means  follows  that  increased  violence  is  increased 
disease.  We  may  suppose  a  highly  congested  state  of  the  brain,  ap- 
proaching to  inflammation,  or  apoplexy,  in  which  bloodletting,  by  re- 
lieving the  over-distended  vessels,  would  give  rise  to  increased  functional 
activity,  and  the  consequence  would  be  an  increase  of  the  prominent 
symptoms:  but  surely  the  danger  is  less  than  if  it  had  been  omitted. 
Mania  often  arises  after  bleeding  in  apoplexy.  But  is  it  not  a  more 
favorable  condition  than  apoplexy  itself?  Melancholy,  says  Esquirol, 
as  quoted  by  the  author,  has  been  known  to  pass  into  violent  madness 
after  bleeding.  In  reply  to  which,  give  me  leave  to  ask,  does  not  ex- 
citement follow  melancholy  more  or  less,  according  to  the  degree  of 
previous  torpor,  when  it  terminates  in  recovery  ?  And  was  not  this  ac- 
cession of  violence  but  a  step  in  the  progress  towards  recovery  ? 

This  objection  to  bleeding  that  it  is  often  followed  by  an  increase  of 
the  symptoms,  might  be  met  with  a  similar  objection  brought  by  Bur- 
rows against  producing  sleep,  that  it  is  often  followed  by  the  same  ef- 
fects. In  all  cases  of  increased  violence  in  which  neither  of  the  above 
conditions  will  apply,  the  cause  is  the  same,  whether  following  sleep  or 
bleeding.  It  is  the  consequence,  not  of  the  bleeding,  nor  of  the  sleep, 
but  of  the  rest  or  suspension  of  nervous  activity  after  the  one  and  dur- 
ing the  other.  And  every  argument  urged  from  this  fact  against  the 
employment  of  the  lancet,  might  be  brought  to  bear  \Vith  equal,  or 
greater  force,  against  the  use  of  narcotics  to  produce  sleep. 

The  number  of  cases  injured  by  bleeding  will  be  found  to  be  less,  it 
is  apprehended,  than  would  be  inferred  from  the  general  tenor  of  VV.'s 
remarks.  Out  of  more  than  a  hundred,  with  the  history  of  whose 
cases  I  have  been  acquainted,  I  recollect  but  two  who  were  supposed  to 
be  injured  by  bleeding,  and  one  of  these  after  his  recovery,  which  took 
place  in  four  months,  constantly  asserted  that  bleeding  was  what  saved 
his  life  ;  and  as  his  memory  was  correct,  it  is  highly  probable  that  he 
was  the  best  judge  of  the  effects.  The  other  was  a  tiase  of  dementia, 
concerning  which,  any  opinion  at  this  time  would  be  premature. 

The  only  case  in  which  1  ever  personally  witnessed  bleeding  in  mania, 
was  attended  with  the  happiest  results.  The  patient  passed  immediate- 
ly from  the  highest  pitch  of  excitement  into  a  calm,  followed  by  a  tran- 
quil sleep.  And  when  the  symptoms  afterwards  returned  with  renewed 
violence,  they  were  unattended  with  the  pain,  heat  of  the  head,  flushed 
countenance   and  injection  of  the  conjunctiva,  which  were   constantly 
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present  before  the  operation.  At  this  day,  after  an  interval  of  10  years, 
lie  still  refers  to  that  operation  not  only  as  the  means  of  relief,  but  of 
the  preservation  of  life,  and  describes  the  effects  produced  on  his  sensa- 
tions with  as  much  accuracy,  as  he  does  the  circumstances  attending 
it.  JNow  had  the  physicians,  who  treated  those  cases,  been  impressed 
with  a  horror  of  bleeding,  what  would  have  been  the  result? 

Having  thus  contended  against  the  employment  of  bloodletting  in 
the  abstract,  your  correspondent  recommends  the  use  of  opium  and  nar- 
cotics in  general  terms.  He  acknowledges,  however,  that  in  some  cases 
opium  may  be  injurious,  while  in  others  some  preparation  of  the  system 
is  necessary  previous  to  its  exhibition.  Unfortunately,  the  country  prac- 
titioner (for  whose  instruction  the  article  was  expressly  written)  is  left 
without  any  clue  to  either  of  these  cases,  or  to  the  mode  of  preparation 
necessary.  And  of  course  the  only  thing  for  him  to  do  when  called  to 
a  patient  afflicted  with  this  melancholy  disease,  is  to  look  on,  with  stoical 
indifference,  or  to  sign  a  certificate  sending  him  to  an  insane  hospital. 

It  is  with  a  hope  of  contributing,  in  some  slight  degree,  to  relieve 
him  from  this  embarrassment,  that  these  observations  are  offered. 

The  narcotic  method  of  treating  mania  was  introduced  into  the  Nev\^ 
England  hosjjitals  by  the  agency  of  Dr.  Todd,  of  Hartford,  and  has  un- 
doubtedly been  attended  with  brilliant  results.  But  it  may  be  questioned 
whether  it  possesses  so  many  advantages  over  the  antiphlogistic  method 
of  Rush  and  Cullen,  as  to  justify  its  exclusive  adoption.  If  prostration, 
increase  of  the  symptoms,  and  sudden  death,  sometimes  follow  the 
former,  are  they  not  liable  to  occur  also  in  the  latter?  Armstrong, 
Burrows,  and  other  distinguished  writers,  warn  us  of  the  danger  of  ac- 
cumulation of  effect  in  the  administration  of  these  remedies,  in  mania 
as  well  as  in  other  diseases.  Again,  in  order  to  estimate  its  true  value, 
we  should  be  put  in  possession  of  the  number  of  relapses  that  take 
place  under  each  mode — a  species  of  information  which  it  should  be 
incumbent  on  the  directors  of  hospitals  to  procure  and  furnish,  in  their 
annual  reports,  as  far  as  possible. 

An  opportunity  of  observing  this  disease,  and  this  mode  of  treatment, 
on  rather  an  extensive  scale,  while  it  has  given  me  a  high  opinion  of  its 
general  merits,  has,  nevertheless,  strongly  impressed  me  with  a  belief, 
that  the  greater  number  of  relapses  that  take  place  under  it,  forms  a 
material  drawback  to  its  value.  Without,  however,  in  this  place,  enter- 
ing into  all  the  considerations  on  which  such  an  opinion  might  be  found- 
ed, as  the  known  transient  effects  of  narcotics  on  the  system  in  general, 
the  constant  relation  observed  between  the  amount  of  the  dose  and  the 
degree  of  excitement  of  the  nervous  system  manifested  by  the  patient, 
the  elasticity,  as  it  were,  with  which  it  returned  to  its  former  state  when 
the  dose  was  suspended,  or  remained  stationary  for  any  length  of  time 
— a  brief  statement  of  a  case  that  came  under  my  observation  will  con- 
tribute somewhat  to  set  the  subject  in  its  true  light. 

A  gentleman,  subject  to  repeated  attacks  of  insanity,  who  had  been 
more  than  once  an  inmate  of  a  hospital  where  the  antiphlogistic  theory 
was  in  vogue,  was  admitted  into  the  same  institution  when  it  had  given 
place  to  the  narcotic  method  exclusively.     He  complained  of  premoni- 
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tory  symptoms,  such  as  usually  preceded  his  former  attacks,  and  mani- 
fested considerable  nervous  excitement,  though  not  sufficient  to  render 
it  a  well-marked  case  of  insanity.  These  symptoms  were  soon  dissi- 
pated under  the  influence  of  ojjiates  ;  and  after  remainini^  3  or  4  months 
at  the  hospital,  to  all  appearance  well,  he  was  discharged.  In  about  a 
fortnight  afterwards  he  was  re-admitted  in  a  highly  excited  condition, 
and  subjected  to  a  similar,  but  more  energetic  course  of  treatment.  In 
less  than  a  month  all  diseased  manifestations  disappeared,  and  after 
being  subject  to  a  second  probation  of  three  months,  he  was  again  dis- 
charged, and  returned  to  his  friends.  A  third  time,  within  a  year,  he 
has  been  admitted,  more  violent  than  before,  and  recovered.  His  peri- 
ods of  excitement  under  antiphlogistic  remedies  usuall}'  lasted  from  3  to 
4  months,  but  the  intervals  continued  for  years. 

This  case  should  not  be  regarded  as  conclusive.  It  however  goes  far 
to  show  that,  under  similar  circumstances,  the  liability  to  a  recurrence 
of  disease  is  greater,  though  the  attacks  may  be  shorter,  under  the  new, 
than  under  the  old  system.  To  some  it  may  appear  confirmatory  of 
the  doctrine  of  the  self-limitation  of  disease.  In  either  point  of  view, 
it  must  be  regarded  as  instructive  and  interesting. 

The  writer  approves  of  the  frequent  use  of  opium  in  the  New  Eng- 
land institutions,  as  a  substitute  lor  bloodletting  and  antiphlogistics  in 
general.  Digitalis  is  mentioned  in  terms  of  disparagement.  I  have 
seen  many  cases  in  which  opium  seemed  to  operate  as  a  specific  in 
allaying  excitement.  In  others  it  was  obliged  to  be  discontinued  in 
consequence  of  aggravating  the  unpleasant  symptoms.  There  is  a 
striking  analogy,  if  not  identity,  between  its  action,  when  it  operates  as 
a  sedative,  and  that  of  digitalis,  accoi'ding  to  the  accounts  of  the  authors 
who  recommend  this  latter  remedy.  Both  are  directed  to  be  given  in 
small  doses,  and  gradually,  but  indefinitely  increased  ;  in  both  the  pri- 
mary effect  is  stimulant,  the  ultimate  sedative  ;  in  both  the  effects  seem 
to  accumulate.  The  same  train  of  bodily  symptoms  attends  the  opera- 
tion of  each ;  torpitude  of  the  senses,  mental  inactivity,  depression  of 
spirits,  muscular  debility,  slowness  of  the  pulse,  coldness  of  the  surface, 
nausea,  vomiting,  and,  if  carried  too  far,  extreme  prostration.  When 
the  patient  is  well  under  the  influence  of  opium,  the  pulse  ranges  from 
40  to  60,  and  in  one  person  I  have  known  it  as  low  as  34,  a  minute. 

No  one  will  deny  that  when  the  irritability  of  an  organ,  or  a  part  of 
the  body,  is  inci'eased,  there  is  a  tendency  to  an  accumulation  of  blood 
in  that  part,  proportionate  to  the  degree  of  this  irritability.  This  ten- 
dency is  a  vital  law,  established  by  nature  for  the  safety  of  organized 
structures.  Now,  when  this  accumulation  takes  place  within  certain 
limits,  we  observe,  as  its  effect,  in  the  first  place,  an  increase  of  the 
function  of  the  part ;  and  in  the  second  place,  a  return  of  the  part 
to  its  former  grade  of  irritability,  or  it  may  fall  below  this.  But, 
from  some  inappreciable  circumstance,  there  is  a  second  tendency 
connected  with  the  first,  which  is,  a  disposition  to  excess,  or  to  fill 
the  vessels  beyond  the  point  at  which  they  are  enabled  to  carry 
on  the  circulation.  A  change  in  the  structure,  or  the  death  of  the  part, 
must  then  take  place,  unless  the  vessels  are  relieved  artificially.  It 
seems   necessary,  that  when   irritability   is    increased,  vascular   fulness 
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should  also  be  increased  in  order  to  supply  it  with  the  pabulum,  by 
which  to  exhaust  itself.  This  is  true,  be  the  cause  a  moral  one  applied 
to  the  brain,  or  a  physical  one  applied  to  that,  or  any  other  part.  The 
indications,  then,  in  the  treatment  of  insanity,  are  drawn  from  the  above 
two  sources,  viz.,  the  irritability  of  the  brain,  and  its  vascular  fulness. 
Our  object  is,  to  maintain  a  certain  relation  between  them  ;  we  are  to 
endeavor  to  diminish  either  or  both,  if  in  excess,  and  to  increase  either 
or  both,  if  deficient.  Tlie  means  by  which  we  judge  of  this  excess,  or 
deficiency,  are  the  activity  of  the  functions  of  animal  life,  and  the  physi- 
cal s!a,ns  connected  with  vascular  determination.  When  called  to  a  case 
of  mania,  then,  there  are  two  things  to  be  taken  into  view,  before  decid- 
ing on  the  course  to  be  adopted.  The  first  is  the  degree  of  vascular 
action  ;  the  second,  the  nervous  excitability.  By  attending  to  the  for- 
mer, we  avert  organic  disease  ;  by  attending  to  the  latter,  we  correct 
functional  disorder.  It  is  true,  inordinate  action  of  the  one  cannot  exist 
long  without  inoixlinate  action  of  the  other.  And  it  is  no  less  true,  that 
all  causes,  moral  and  physical,  act  primarily  on  the  nerves  of  organic 
life.  Yet  they  must  be  considered  apart,  in  order  to  estimate  the  bear- 
ing of  each.  By  the  administration  of  narcotics  we  lessen  the  suscepti- 
bility to  the  impression  of  stimulants,  and  among  others  to  that  of  the 
blood.  We  take  nothing  from  the  system,  nor  from  any  part  of  it. 
There  may  be  the  same  amount  of  blood  at  any  moment  in  the  same 
organ.  But  the  sensibility  to  its  stimulus  being  impaired  for  the  time 
being,  there  is  not  the  same  amount  of  healthy  secretion,  nor  of  circula- 
tion, nor  calorification.  The  reason  is,  they  are  effects  of  a  common, 
compound  cause,  one  of  the  elements  of  which  is  defective.  This  is 
true  of  the  brain.  Diminish  the  sensibility  of  that  organ,  and  you  di- 
minish its  vital  actions,  its  circulation,  its  mental  and  moral  manifesta- 
tions, Sic,  though  at  the  same  time  you  may  not  diminish,  you  may 
even  increase,  the  amount  of  blood  within  it  at  a  given  moment.  From 
this  view  of  the  subject,  the  indications  of  treatment  would  be  very 
simple,  were  it  not  for  a  material  modifying  circumstance.  Experience 
proves  that  there  is  a  primary  stimulant  effect  of  narcotics,  which,  in 
certain  states  of  the  circulation  of  the  brain,  renders  their  exhibition  im- 
possible, unless  it  is  counteracted  by  other  means. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  blood  is  abstracted,  the  excitability  is  not  alter- 
ed, but  the  stimulus  which  acts  upon  it  is  to  a  greater  or  less  extent 
withdrawn.  Excitement  is  reduced,  but  not  excitability  itself;  for  this 
last  is  but  the  effect  produced  by  the  mutual  action  of  excitability  and 
arterial  blood.  It  may  be  increased,  on  the  contrary.  For  its  tendency 
is  to  increase  by  rest,  and  to  be  diminished  by  action.  Hence  fatigue 
after  exercise ;  sleep  itself,  and  renewed  vigor  after  sleep.  Hence  the 
alternations  between  mania  and  melancholy.  Hence,  also,  the  tenden- 
cy of  certain  diseases  to  run  a  defined  course.  And  as  the  galvanic 
trough  acts  with  more  energy  after  its  plates  have  been  removed  from 
the  fluid,  than  when  they  have  been  immersed  some  time,  so  the 
brain,  when  its  appropriate  stimulus  is  withdrawn  for  a  season,  whether 
by  diminution  of  quantity  directly,  or  indirectly  by  diminution  of  veloci- 
ty of  the  circulatory  fluid   (sleep),  its  inherent  irritability  continuing,  it 
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manifests  its  former  activity,  or  even  passes  beyond  it,  as  soon  as  the 
circulation  is  restored,  to  be  again  dissipated  by  its  own  action — its  ac- 
tivity proving  a  lej^itiniate  sedative  ;  a  mode  of  operation  by  which  na- 
ture supplies  the  place  of  narcotics,  where  she  has  them  not  at  command. 

The  degree  of  muscular  exertion  is  no  more  a  measure  of  vital  power, 
than  the  degree  of  mental  excitement — no  more  in  madness,  than  in 
tetanus.  Tliey  are  both  the  result  of  increased  action  of  the  nervous  sys- 
tem, and  may  exist  equally  in  a  strong  or  weak  person.  To  produce  them 
requires  an  expenditure  of  vital  power,  and  the  longer,  and  more  violent 
they  have  been,  the  greater  the  danger  of  prostration. 

If  these  observations  are  correct,  the  question  arises,  when  should  we 
abstract  blood  ?  and  what  should  be  our  motive  ?  The  answer  is  plain  ; 
we  should  abstract  it  when  there  is  vascular  fulness  of  the  brain,  and  the 
object  should  be  to  prevent  organic  alteration.  Not  the  diminution  of 
nervous  activity.  So  long  as  a  due  relation  is  maintained  between  the 
circulating  fluid  and  the  irritability  of  the  nerves,  so  long  the  brain  is  in 
the  best  possible  condition  for  the  restoration  of  its  functions,  no  matter 
how  great  its  activity.  It  resembles  a  glandular  organ  endeavoring  to 
relieve  itself  of  incipient  inflan.imation,  by  an  increase  of  its  natural  se- 
cretion— morbid,  but  still  natural.  And  it  would  be  better  for  a  country 
practitioner  to  keep  this  object  in  view,  and  be  governed  by  nothing  else, 
than  to  undertake  to  cure  insanity  by  bloodletting,  or  by  opium,  or  digi- 
talis, indiscriminately.  The  circumstances  which  modify  this  disease 
are  so  numerous,  so  discordant  are  the  views  of  writers  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  it  is  so  seldom  met  with  in  private  practice,  that  the  practi- 
tioner is  often  at  a  loss  what  course  to  pursue  when  called  to  treat  it.  In 
this  event,  if  he  commits  an  error,  he  had  better  err  on  the  safe  side. 
By  bleeding  once,  or  twice,  in  the  early  stage,  in  vigorous  subjects,  he 
will  scarcely  do  harm  ;  while  by  omitting  it  he  may  do  irreparable  in- 
jury. But  should  he  attempt  to  put  an  end  to  the  disease  by  exhibiting 
narcotics  in  large  doses,  without  previous  preparation  by  bleeding,  he 
will  often  find  all  the  symptoms  aggravated.  Should  he  commence 
with  small  doses,  and  gradually  increase  them,  alarming  prostration  may 
occur  when  he  least  expects  it,  apparently  from  the  accumulation  of 
their  effects.  The  practice  of  Armstrong  in  inflammations  generally, 
which  consists  in  bleeding  to  relieve  the  distention  of  the  vessels,  and 
after  that  in  exhibiting  liberal  doses  of  opium  to  allay  the  irritability  of 
the  nerves,  will  be  found  as  applicable  to  acute  mania  as  to  gastritis. 
Were  this  method  adopted  vigorously  in  the  early  stages,  there  is,  I 
think,  every  reason  to  suppose  that  the  disease  might  often  be  cut  short, 
and  the  necessity  of  sending  the  patient  to  an  insane  asylum  obviated. 
What  is  valuable  in  both  modes  of  treatment  might  thus  be  happily 
combined,  and  conflicting  theories  reconciled  to  each  other.  We  should 
not  be  likely  to  hear  it  said  so  often,  that  bleeding  is  followed  by  in- 
crease of  the  symptoms,  for  reaction  in  excess  would  be  prevented. 

Having  extended  these  observations  further  than  was  at  first  intended, 
I  shall  omit  the  consideration  of  those  cases  where  bloodletting  is  inad- 
missible at  the  onset.  They  are  generally  those  which  follow  haemor- 
rhages, excessive  evacuations,    and  long-continued    debilitating  causes. 
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Such  patients  recover  rapidly  under  tlie  use  of  tonics,  opiates,  and  a 
nourishin'^  food,  wiien  tlie  cause  itself  is  removed.  On  tiiis  head,  the 
communication  in  question  leaves  little  to  be  said.  If  in  other  respects 
I  have  animadverted  on  it  freely,  it  is  because  it  conies  from  a  source 
which  is  justly  regarded  as  higli  authority,  and  any  erroneous  impres- 
sion it  conveys  will  be  extensively  felt,  and  serious  in  its  consequences. 
Though  its  views,  separately  considered,  may  be  correct,  and  its  cau- 
tions just,  still  by  dwelling,  as  it  appears  to  nie,  on  exceptions  to  gen- 
eral rules,  without  pointing  out  minutely  the  circumstances  which  render 
them  exceptions,  the  effect  of  the  whole  mav  be  to  produce  doubt  and 
indecision,  where  confidence  and  firmness  should  prevail,  in  the  treat- 
ment of  a  disease,  than  -  which  no  one  enlists  our  sympathies  more 
strongly,  or  calls  more  loudly  on  the  resources  of  medical  science. 

I  have  not  ventured  to  differ  in  opinion  from  the  highly  respected 
author  of  that  communication,  so  much  as  to  draw  attention  to  one  or 
two  points  wheie,  from  want  of  definiteness,  perhaps,  he  has  not  suffi- 
ciently explained  hiniself.  Thus,  he  has  argued  in  general  against 
bloodletting,  while  he  admits  that  sometimes  it  may  be  beneficial. 
Again,  he  condemns  opium  in  some  cases,  without,  in  either  instance, 
specifying  the  circumstances  that  render  the  employment  of  the  one, 
or  the  omission  of  the  other,  necessary.  A  more  full  development  of 
his  views,  with  the  principles  which  regulate  the  employment  of  narcot- 
ics, from  his  pen,  would  be  of  value  to  the  profession  and  to  the  com- 
munity. His  established  reputation,  the  station  he  occupies,  the  suc- 
cess with  which  he  has  treated  this  disease,  give  us  a  right  to  expect 
sotnething  more  than  a  mere  annunciation  of  a  departure  from  the  mode 
of  Rush  and  Cullen.  H. 

Boston,  July  15,  1837. 
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(Con eluded  from  page  379.) 

On  my  arrival  at  West  End,  in  Santa  Cruz,  I  soon  heard  of  an  inter- 
mittent fever,  which  at  that  time  prevailed  over  a  large  part  of  the 
island.  It  was  not  unlike  the  fever  and  ague  of  our  Western  country. 
But  it  was  a  fatal  disease  in  very  few  cases.  It  was,  however,  often  a 
long,  and  very  troublesome  one  ;  and  it  was  daily  a  topic  of  somewhat 
anxious  inquiry,  what  new  cases  of  it  had  occurred  ?  Visitants  of  the 
island,  and  especially  invalids  among  them,  could  not  but  feel  some  ap- 
prehension of  an  attack  of  it.  But  few  Americans,  however,  suffered 
from  it ;  and  the  exposure  of  those  to  it  was  small,  who  were  properly 
cautious  in  regard  to  dress,  who  were  careful  not  to  stand  or  sit  in  a 
draft,  not  to  seek  too  quickly  to  cool  themselves  when  suffering  from 
excessive  warmth,  and  not  to  expose  themselves  abroad  to  the  air  of 
evening.  The  slaves  suffered  much  from  it ;  and  principally,  because, 
after  having  labored  through  the  day  under  a  hot  sun,  against  all  admo- 
nition they  would  be  out  late  for  walking,  or  dancing  ;  and,  while  greatly 
heated,  return  home  through  the  damps  of  evening.     1  should  say,  how- 
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ever,  that  I  was  rej)eatedly  assured,  that  the  intennittent  of  the  last 
year  was  far  more  prevalent,  than  had  been  any  one  during  seven  pre- 
ceding years.  Having  passed  eight  weeks  at  West  End,  I  removed  to 
Bassin  on  the  first  of  February.  There  I  found  that  vegetation  was, 
and  had  been,  far  less  luxuriant  than  at  West  End  ;  that  but  little  rain 
had  fallen  for  a  considerable  time,  and  that  there  had  been  no  prevailing 
disease.  I  was  repeatedly  assured  that  not  a  case  of  intermittent  fever 
had  been  known  there,  which  had  not  been  brought  from  West  End, 
Little  or  no  change  of  temperature  was  indicated  by  the  thermometer. 
Yet  I  thought  the  air  more  elastic,  and  grateful,  than  at  West  End. 
This  change  of  residence  was  also  a  very  agreeable  one,  in  the  circumstan- 
ces, that  the  eyes  are  not  tried  and  pained  by  the  gravelled  streets  and 
roads  in  and  about  Bassin  •  and,  that  the  shade  to  be  found  in  the  nu- 
merous arcades  there,  and  in  the  narrower,  yet  equally  commodious 
streets,  makes  those  streets  far  more  favorable  for  a  walk.  Should  1 
again  go  to  Santa  Cruz,  1  should  prefer  Bassin  as  my  place  of  residence, 
unless  there  should  be  a  well-situated  and  well-kept  boarding  house  in 
the  country.  A  good  deal  would  be  relinquished  in  giving  up  the  rides 
and  drives  around  West  End.  But  more,  1  think,  would  be  gained  in 
respect  to  light,  and  air,  at  Bassin. 

There  are  not  a  few  invalids,  to  whom  the  question  of  the  religious 
state  of  Santa  Cruz  will  be  one  of  great  interest.  And  in  reply  to  this 
question,  I  would  say,  that  the  established  religion,  which  is  that  of  Den- 
mark, is  Lutheran.  Other  forms  of  religion  are,  however,  tolerated,  except 
of  the  Methodists.  Ministers  of  that  class  would  not  be  allowed  to  officiate 
there.  There  is  an  Episcopal  church  at  Bassin,  and  another  at  West 
End,  in  each  of  which  an  Episcopal  minister  officiates  alternately  every 
other  Sunday  ;  and  in  these  churches,  in  the  absence  of  the  minister, 
prayers  and  a  sermon  are  read  by  one  of  the  wardens.  There  are  a 
(ew  Catholics  in  the  island,  and  there  is  a  small  Catholic  church  at  Bassin. 
But  the  most  efficient,  beyond  comparison,  of  the  clergy,  are  the  Mo- 
ravian ministers.  Nor  is  there  any  one  of  all  the  classes  of  ministers  in 
Christendom,  which  has  so  faithfully  carried  out  the  spirit  of  the  Apos- 
tles. The  JMoravians  began  their  missionary  exertions  in  St.  Thomas, 
forty  miles  from  Santa  Cruz,  in  1732 ;  nor,  I  believe,  have  their  labors 
in  these  islands  been  since  intermitted.  They  have  three  establish- 
ments in  Santa  Cruz  ;  one  in  Bassin,  one  at  West  End,  and  another  in 
the  centre  of  the  island  ; 'and  they  have  six  thousand  slaves  in  their 
spiritual  charge  there.  They  preach  only  to  the  slaves,  and  in  the 
mixed  and  negro-language  which  is  peculiar  to  the  slaves.  They  have 
shops  for  all  smith's  work,  both  in  iron  and  copper  ;  and  their  own  labor 
furnishes  about  half  the  means  of  supporting  their  institutions.  All  the 
churches,  like  the  houses  of  the  inhabitants,  are  constructed  with  a  re- 
ference to  the  freest  course  of  air  through  them  ;  and  invalids  are  there- 
fore greatly  exposed  to  colds  by  going  to  church.  And,  although  not 
from  this  cause,  small  is  church-going  there,  when  compared  with  the 
population.  The  task  of  a  minister  there,  who  would  be  faithful,  must 
be  a  very  painful  one.  The  Moravians  feel  the  greatest  freedom  in  re- 
ligious action,  and  exert  incomparably  the  greatest  influence.     This  in- 
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fluence  is  felt  by  all  to  be  of  tbe  niost  salutary  kintl,  and  no  obstacle  is 
interposed  to  ciieck  it.  A  slave  would  nnicb  prefer  to  receive  a  wbip- 
ping,  tlian  to  liav(;  ;i  complaint  entered  aj;ainst  liim  to  tbe  Boss, — by 
wbicli  term  tbe  IMoravian  minister  is  distinwuisbed  among  tbe  slaves.  A 
sort  of  couit  is  beld  every  Tuesday  evening  by  tbe  Moravian  ministers, 
and  tbeir  wives;  and  slaves,  wbo  would  bave  advice  as  to  tbeir  conduct, 
or  wbo  have  complaints  to  make  of  each  other,  on  that  evening  go  to 
the  IMoravian  establishments.  The  females  of  these  establishments 
have  then  the  charge  of  tbe  female  slaves,  and  the  ministers  of  the  male 
slaves  ;  and  on  these  occasions,  conflicting  passions  are  reconciled  and 
harmonized,  and  enemies  are  made  friends.  Tbe  fear  felt  of  the  Boss 
is  no  other  than  the  fear  of  a  temporary  excision  from  tbe  church.  But 
this  is  a  greatly  dreaded  evil.  Tbe  Governor  General  of  Santa  Cruz 
told  fne  there  was  a  Moravian  minister  at  St.  Thomas,  who  was  nmre 
effective  for  the  security  of  that  island,  than  would  be  two  hundred 
soldiers. 

It  is  said  that  slavery  is  no  where  to  be  seen  in  a  more  modified,  or 
less  repulsive  form,  than  in  Santa  Cruz.  And  it  is  to  be  acknowledged, 
that  much  is  due  to  tbe  Governor  General  for  what  he  has  done,  both 
to  lighten  tbe  yoke  which  he  has  not  been  able  to  break,  and  for  tbe 
security  of  right  and  justice  to  tbe  free  men  of  color  in  tbe  island. 
Slavery,  there,  is  of  a  mitigated  form  ;  and  the  free  black,  or  colored 
person,  has  there  all  tbe  civil  privileges  of  a  Danish  subject.  A  very 
lare^e  proportion  of  the  mechanics  of  tbe  towns  are  colored  men.  In 
the  militia  there  are  two  colored  corps  ;  and  one  of  tbe  aids  of  tbe  Gov- 
ernor is  a  colored  man.  I  bave  also  repeatedly  seen  colored  men  at  the 
levees  held  at  Government  bouse  ;  and  the  Governor  would,  if  he  could, 
bring  about  a  free  intercourse,  and  an  exchange  of  visits,  between  the 
white  and  free  colored  population.  Bui[great  as  is  bis  power,  and  he  is  a 
representative  of  the  absolute  majesty  of  Denmark,  he  has  been  unable 
to  effect  this.  Yet  a  slave,  equally  as  bis  owner,  may  carry  his  com- 
plaint immediately  to  tbe  ear  of  tbe  Governor  ;  and  I  was  assured,  that 
as  prompt  and  impartial  justice  would  be  rendered  to  the  bond,  as  to  the 
freeman.  Tbe  meaning  of  this,  without  doubt,  is,  that  the  slave  will 
receive  as  impartial  justice,  as  can  be  rendered  to  him  while  yet  he  shall 
continue  in  slavery.  In  tbe  sale  of  a  slave,  or  of  slaves,  tbe  law  for- 
bids an  owner  to  separate  a  husband  and  wife  ;  or  to  separate  a  child 
under  eleven  years  of  age  from  bis  or  her  parents,  provided  tbe  parents 
are  husband  and  wife.  But  I  was  told,  also,  that  but  few  of  tbe  slaves 
are  legally  married  ;  and  that  little  or  no  interest  is  felt  by  their  owners 
on  the  question,  whether  they  come  together  by  mutual  consent,  or  are 
connected  by  a  marriage  service.  I  am  glad  likewise  to  be  able  to  state, 
in  this  connection,  that  a  slave  who  is  resolved  that  he  will  be  free,  may 
go  to  bis  owner  and  demand  an  appraisement  of  himself  If  he  shall  be 
satisfied  with  this  appraisement,  and  shall  be  able  to  earn,  or  otherwise  to 
procure,  tbe  sum  at  which  be  has  thus  been  appraised,  his  owner  is 
obliged,  on  the  receipt  of  this  sum,  to  emancipate  him.  Or,  should  he 
be  dissatisfied  with  the  appraisement  made  by  bis  owner,  he  may  demand 
an  appraisement  of  himself  by  a  board  of  reference,  to  be  chosen  for  the 
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purpose  of  appraising  him,  it  being  understood  that  his  owner  shall  make 
one  of  this  board.  The  power  of  appointing  referees  for.  this  object  is 
vested  in  one  of  the  judges,  and  the  owner  must  abide  by  tiieir  decision. 
And  slaves  actually  thus  obtain  their  freedom.  To  every  slave  family 
is  allowed  a  small  [)atch  of  ground  on  the  estate  to  which  they  belong  ; 
and  on  this  vegetables,  and  poultry,  and  a  pig  or  two,  may  be  raised, 
either  for  home  consumption,  or  for  the  market.  All  the  horses  and 
ponies  in  the  towns  are  fed  principally  upon  Guinea  grass  ;  and  by  far 
the  greatest  quantity  of  this  grass  is  supplied  by  slaves  who  carry  it  to 
town  in  bundles  upon  their  heads,  and  who  receive  for  themselves  the 
sums  for  which  it  is  sold.  On  some  estates,  every  Saturday,  and  on  some 
others,  every  other  Saturday,  is  allowed  them,  for  labor  for  themselves. 
By  these  means  very  considerable  accumulations  of  money  are  made  by 
the  slaves,  all  suspicion  of  which,  however,  they  are  very  careful  to 
avoid.  A  gentleman  there,  who  had  several  times  advanced  the  sums 
at  which  slaves  had  been  appraised,  upon  their  agreement  that  they 
would  work  for  him,  for  a  specified  time  as  servants,  or  as  hired  persons, 
told  me  that  a  woman  came  to  him,  and  begged  that  he  would  purchase  her, 
and  allow  her  to  work  for  him  till  she  should  have  repaid  him.  The  sum 
required  by  l]er  owner  was,  I  think,  .^150.  She  had  brought  with  her 
^'10  of  this  sum,  and  her  object  was  that  he  should  advance  the  balance. 
He  told  her  that  he  could  not  at  that  time  conveniently  spare  the 
amount  she  wanted.  She  went  away,  and  in  an  hour  or  two  returned 
with  109  Spanish  dollars,  which  she  had  borrowed  of  a  female  slave, 
for  which  he  was  to  become  security  ;  and  thus  obtained  her  freedom. 
Able  bodied  slaves,  from  twenty  to  forty  years  of  age,  are  sold  there  at 
all  prices  between  a  hundred  and  fifty  and  three  hundred  dollars.  The 
average  price  of  good  field  workers  is  about  !^'200  ;  and  of  capable 
meclianics,  from  3  to  !^*500.  In  two,  or  at  most,  in  three  years,  an  in- 
dustrious and  enterprising  slave  may  earn  enough  to  purchase  his  free- 
dom. It  is,  however,  not  uncommon  that  parents  purchase  the  free- 
dom of  their  children,  rather  than  their  own.  A  gentleman  told  me 
that  he  had  a  slave,  who  was  a  carpenter,  and  who  had  a  wife  and  eight 
or  ten  children.  This  man  was  allowed  to  earn  what  he  could  for  him- 
self by  working  abroad  every  Saturday  ;  and  with  the  sums  thus  earned, 
together  with  those  obtained  from  the  sale  of  the  produce  of  his  patch 
of  ground,  he  purchased  successively  the  freedom  of  his  wife,  and  of 
each  of  his  children,  while  yet  he  continued  liimself  a  slave.  Was  he 
not  a  noble  being? 

I  would  not,  however,  enlarge  upon  this  topic,  in  a  work  professedly 
scientific;  and  will  therefore  only  add,  that  both  the  slave  population, 
and  the  productiveness  of  the  soil,  are  considerably  less  than  they  were 
thirtv  or  thirty-five  years  ago.  The  land  is  exhausted  in  much  of  the 
island  from  having  been  overwrought ;  and  the  slaves  l)ave  decreased  in 
number,  from  the  circumstances,  1st,  that,  at  the  time  when  the  further 
importation  of  them  was  interdicted,  the  number  of  females  was  consider- 
ably less  than  of  the  males;  2dly,  from  the  number  that  have  purchased, 
or  have  otherwise  received,  their  freedcun  ;  and  3dly,  from  the  mortality 
among  them,  which  lias  attended  the  prevalent  intermittents  of  the  isl- 


Observations  on  the  Climate,  &,-c.  of  Santa  Cruz.  399 

and,  of  which  disease  the  slaves  are  principally  the  victims.  Slave 
property  is  also  constantly  deteriorating  there,  from  the  prevalence  of 
the  conviction,  that  tiie  certain,  and  not  far  distant  result  of  the  English 
emancipation  law  will,  and  must  be,  the  emancipation  of  all  the  slaves 
in  the  VVest  Indies.     The  population  in  the  year  1800  was, 

Of  white  males,  1293    ^      ^.^„ 

Of  whitejemales,  930    ^      ■^''^"'^'^ 

Of  colored  males  and  females,  11G4  1164* 

Of  male  blacks,  11670    )    o^-na 

Of  female  blacks,  10036    ]    '^' '"^ 

Total,  25093 

Formerly,  both  coffee  and  cotton  were  cultivated  there.  The  only 
exports  of  the  island  now  are,  sugar,  rum,  and  molasses.  Upon  a  good 
estate,  and  with  a  good^crop,  the  profits  from  the  rum  and  molasses,  will 
support  the  slaves.  The  sugar,  in  this  case,  gives  the  net  income  of 
the  proprietor. 

I  have  spoken  of  the  mortality  among  the  slaves  during  the  preva- 
lence of  intermittent  fever.  It  is  to  be  observed,  also,  that  elephantia- 
sis is  common  among  them.  In  our  daily  walks  and  drives  we  met 
those,  both  in  towns  and  in  the  country,  one  or  both  of  whose  feet  were 
enlarged  to  an  elephantine  size.  And  the  spectacle  is  a  very  painful 
one.  I  observed  several  cases,  in  which  one  or  more  of  the  toes  had 
disappeared  ;  and  the  skin  of  the  foot  had  the  coarse  and  rough  appear- 
ance of  an  elephant's  hide.  1  saw  one  instance  in  which  the  disease 
had  extended  from  both  feet,  to  the  upper  part  of  the  thighs  ;  and  both 
of  the  lower  limbs,  in  this  case,  were  nearly  three  times  larger  than  the 
natural  size.  Under  this  disease,  the  poor  creatures  who  are  the  sub- 
jects of  it  can  walk,  but  are  wholly  disqualified  for  labor.  Men  of  this 
class,  therefore,  and  those  who  are  broken  down  by  age,  are  employed 
as  watchmen  of  the  cane  fields.  These  fields  are  not  enclosed  by- 
fences,  and  must  therefore  be  guarded.  This  disease  is,  1  believe,  a 
species  of  leprosy  ;  but,  unlike  the  ancient  leprosy  of  Judea,  it  is  not 
contagious.  The  blacks  also,  I  was  told,  are  peculiarly  liable  to  lock- 
jaw ;  and  it  is  remarkable,  that  a  very  large  number  of  their  children 
die  of  this  disease,  within  the  first  nine  days  after  their  birth.  A  gen- 
tleman there  said,  that  a  fourth  part  of  the  black  children  born  upon  his 
estate,  had  died  at  this  early  age  from  lockjaw  ;  and  that  little  security 
was  felt  there  of  the  life  of  a  black  infant,  till  the  ninth  day  from  its 
birth  had  passed.  This,  however,  was  a  very  remarkable  proportion  of 
deaths  from  this  cause. 

The  slaves,  I  may  likewise  observe,  have  two  holidays  in  the  year ; 
one  at  Christmas,  and  the  other  on  new  year's  day.  At  Christmas, 
every  slave  receives  six  pounds  of  white   flour,  six  pounds    of  pork, 

•  The  colored  population  consists  of  those  who  are  neither  black  nor  white.  They  are,  1st,  Mu- 
!attoes,  one  of  whose  parents  is  black,  and  the  other  white  ;  2d,  Mustees,  one  of  wliose  parents  is 
white,  and  the  other  a  mulatto  ;  3d,  Costees,  one  of  whose  parents  is  white,  and  llie  other  a  Mustee ; 
and,  -Ith,  Samboes,  one  of  whose  parents  is  black,  and  the  other  a  Mulatto.  The  number  of  these  is 
a  fact  which  requires  no  comment. 
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about  four  pounds  of  sugar,  and  a  bottle  of  rum.  Their  usual  allow- 
ance is  six  quarts  of  kiln-dried  corn  meal,  and  ten  or  twelve  herrings  a 
week.  Some  owners,  however,  allow  eacli  of  them  a  ship  biscuit  every 
morning  at  goina:  out  to  work,  durin<(  the  time  of  holing,  or  of  digging 
the  trenches  in  which  canes  are  planted.  The  above  named  holidays 
are  welcomed  in  by  the  beating  of  diums.  Great  preparations  of  dress 
are  made  for  these  occasions ;  and  no  inconsiderable  part  of  their  earn- 
ings must  be  expended,  in  the  decorations  with  which  they  provide 
themselves.  A  complete  Saturnalia  is  then  to  be  seen  there.  The 
houses  of  the  proprietors  of  slaves  are  tin-own  open  ;  and  long  pro- 
cessions of  slaves,  decked  in  silks,  and  in  snow  white  muslins,  and  with 
banners  and  music,  enter  at  will  the  habitations  to  which  they  determine 
to  go,  obtain  undisputed  possession,  are  served  with  cakes  and  wine  by 
their  owners,  or  by  others  upon  whom  they  may  call,  and  dance  till 
they  shall  be  disposed  to  depart.  A  day  or  two  before  one  of  these 
holidays,  a  gentleman  told  me  that  he  was  obtaining  small  Danish  coin, 
in  exchange  for  two  doubloons,  for  distribution  among  the  slaves  who 
would  be  at  his  house;  and  on  a  visit  which  I  made  that  day  to  his 
house,  I  found  him  alternately  serving  his  guests  with  cakes  and  wine  ; 
and,  although  he  was  seventy-three  years  of  age,  joining  with  them  in 
their  dances.  The  queen  of  one  of  the  bands  at  that  house  was  the 
slave  of  a  mulatto  woman.  The  noise  of  the  music,  which  was  of  drums 
and  kettle  drums,  made  it  quite  impossible  that  the  voice  should  be  heard. 
But  their  liberty  expired  with  the  day.  They  slept,  and  were  again 
slaves. 

Sunday  is  the  great  market  day  in  Santa  Cruz.  On  that  day  vege- 
tables and  fruits  are  brought  to  the  towns  by  slaves  from  the  country  ; 
and  1  was  repeatedly  told,  that  "  nearly  all,"  or  that  "  nine  tenths  of 
these  were  stolen."  The  meat  markets  are  in  shops,  and  are  well  sup- 
plied with  beef,  mutton  and  pork.  Poultry,  like  vegetables,  is  generally 
brought  for  sale  from  the  country.  But  there  are  also  good  fish  markets 
in  the  towns.  The  price  of  butchers'  meats  was  sixteen  cents  a  pound  ; 
and  for  the  poorest  pieces,  the  same  price  is  required  as  for  the  best. 
The  butchers,  however,  are  not  allowed  to  sell  any  of  their  meats  till 
the  garrisons  shall  have  been  supplied  from  their  stalls.  The  richest 
subject  must  wait  in  the  purchase  of  his  meats,  till  the  soldier  shall  have 
been  served. 

The  boarding-houses  of  the  last  winter  were,  at  West  End,  No.  10 
Strand  street,  which  is  the  most  pleasantly  situated,  and  best  constructed 
boarding-house  in  that  town  ;  Mrs.  Boyles's,  Mrs.  Godwin's.  INIrs.  Rog- 
ers's, Mrs.  Aiken's,  and  Mrs.  Briggs's.  About  a  mile  north  from  West 
End,  is  a  beautiful  place  called  Prosperity,  wdiere  a  boarding-house  was 
kept  by  Mrs.  Van  Brackle  ;  and  a  good  house,  in  a  very  healthy  situa- 
tion, was  kept  by  Mrs.  Smith  at  Stoney  Ground,  about  a  mile  and  a  quar- 
ter south  from  West  End.  At  Ba>=sin,  I  boarded  with  Mvs.  Hanson, 
whose  house  I  can  recommend  highly.  Mrs.  Hanson  has  been  long 
enough  in  America  to  know  the  habits  and  tastes  of  our  countrymen, 
and  no  attention  will  be  neglected  by  her,  which  she  can  pay  to  her 
boarders.     Mr.  Springham  also  keeps  a  very  good  house  in  the  outskirts 
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of  the  town.  His  estate  is  called  Riclimoncl.  And  I  can  confidently 
recommend  the  house  kept  by  Mrs.  Garden.  TIjc  inmaies  of  that 
house  were,  I  believe,  all  entirely  satisfied  with  it.  The  general  price 
of  board,  without  wine  or  spirits,  is  j|j;10  a  week  ;  and  for  young  chil- 
dren, and  servants,  ^'5  a  week  for  each.  Washing  is  a  sepaiate  ex- 
pense, and  is  done,  according  to  the  quantity  of  clothes  used,  at  from 
^1  to  1,50  a  week  for  each  person. 

The  Danish  currency  of  Santa  Cruz  is  as  follows. 
1st,  MttaJlic,  or 
Stivers,  each  of  which  is  worth  one  cent   and  a  third  of  a  cent. 
Three  stiver  pieces,  each  equal  to  half  a  good  bit,  or  four  cents. 
Five  stiver  pieces,  each  equal  to  six  cents  and  two  thirds  of  a  cent. 
Ten  stiver  pieces,  each  equal  to  thirteen  cents  and  one  third  of  a  cent- 
A  good  bit  is  a  nominal  coin,  and  is  equal  lo  six  stivers,  or  eight  cents. 
Fifteen  old  bits,  or  five  stiver    pieces,  or  twelve   and  a  lialf  good  bits, 
are  equal  to  one  dollar.     A  piece  of  eight,  also  a  merely  nominal  coin, 
is  equal  to  sixty-four  cents.     A   Patriot  doubloon   is   equal  to  sixteen 
dollars. 

2c/,  Pa'per,  or  Governmental  Notes.      These  are  for 

5  pieces  of  eight,  equal  to    ,'jf'3  20. 

10  pieces  of  eight,  equal  to    ^Q  40. 

50  pieces  of  eight,  equal  to  ^'32  00. 

100  pieces  of  eight,  equal  to  |564  00. 

The  American  eagle,  half  and  quarter  eagle,  and  the  American  and 
Spanish  dollar,  half  and  quarter  of  a  dollar,  are  received  there  at  their 
estimated  value  here.  And  these  will  be  found  a  much  more  conve- 
nient form  of  money  there  than  the  Patriot  doubloon,  on  which  Ameri- 
cans have  hitherto  principally  relied  for  their  expenses  in  Santa  Cruz. 

In  this  connection  1  am  reminded  to  say,  that  whoever  shall  visit  that 
island  with  an  intention  of  passing  the  winter  there,  should  carry  with 
him  such  medicines  as  may  probably  be  required  for  the  illness  under 
which  he  is  suffering,  or  for  any  illness  which  may  reasonably  be  ap- 
prehended. For  example,  the  medicinal  agent  principally  relied  upon 
in  cases  of  intermittent  fever,  is  quinine  ;  and  two  dollars  a  dozen  were 
required  there  last  winter  for  quinine  pills,  of  one  grain  each.  For 
twenty  peppcrine  pills,  three  dollars  and  twenty  cents  were  paid  ;  ten 
cents  a  dro|)  for  a  solution  of  morphine  ;  and  thirteen  dollars  for  thirteen 
leeches,  five  only  of  which  were  used.  The  cost  of  almost  all  medi- 
cines is  exorbitantly  great  there.  By  incurring  a  small  expense  here, 
therefore,  he  may  tliere  save  himself  from  a  large  one. 

I  ought  to  add,  that  no  one  is  permitted  to  leave  the  island  without  a 
passport.  An  American  passport  may  be  obtained  from  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  United  States,  without  any  cost  for  it  ;  and  with  this, 
countersigned  at  Santa  Cruz,  a  visiter  may  leave  the  island.  An 
American  passport  is  countersigned  upon  the  payment  of  ^^2.  He 
who  has  not  such  a  passport,  must  obtain  a  Danish  one,  for  which  he 
must  pay  %9,60. 

But  although  no  one   is  permitted  to  leave  the  island  without  a  pass- 


402  Transylvania  University. 

port,  it  will  yet  be  a  circumstance  of  no  small  gratification  to  those  who 
may  go  there,  that  letters  and  parcels  wliicl)  may  he  sent  to  them  will  at 
once,  and  without  expense,  be  conveyed  to  then).  There  is  no  govern- 
mental post  office  in  Santa  Cruz.  Letters,  and  parcels  of  newspapers, 
fee.  are  taken  from  the  vessel  which  brings  them,  to  the  counting  room 
of  the  merchant  to  whom  the  vessel  is  consigned  ;  the  letter  bag  is  there 
opened,  and  a  boy  or  man  is  at  once  sent  out  to  distribute  its  contents 
an)ong  those  to  whom  they  are  addressed.  To  this  boy,  or  man,  every 
receiver  of  a  letter  or  parcel  gives  a  five  stiver  piece.  But  this  is  a 
free-\Vill  offerins:.  The  nierchants  in  the  island  are  in  this  respect  very 
kindly  attentive  to  strangers.  Even  letters  and  parcels  which  may- 
arrive  in  one  of  the  towns,  and  be  addressed  to  individuals  in  the  other, 
are  sent  off  at  once,  by  express,  to  the  town  in  which  these  individuals 
are  residing,  and  are  there  immediately  sent  to  them.  These  are  cir- 
cumstances wliich  call  for  very  grateful  acknowledgment.  They  are 
among  the  most  valuable  of  the  hospitalities  which  could  be  extended 
to  strangers. 

I  hope  you  will  not  think  this  letter  an  unreasonably  long  one.  It 
woidd  have  been  easy  to  have  extended  it.  But,  such  as  it  is,  you  will 
receive  it  as  a  small  offering  of  the  gratitude  and  affection  with  which  I 
am  your  friend,  Joseph  Tuckerman. 
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A  PAMPHLET  of  some  forty  pages,  entitled  a  "^  JS'arratwe  of  the  disso- 
lution of  the  Medical  Faciiltij  of  Transijhania  University,  btj  Lunsford  P. 
Yundelly'^  has  been  received.  As  there  are  always  two  sides  to  a  storv,  it 
is  presumed  tliut  this  presents  only  one  of  them  ;  the  other  has  been  ad- 
verted to  by  us,  occasionally,  whenever  new  circulars  have  been  issued. 
In  all  this  controversy,  it  is  very  evident  that  the  two  parlies  have  been 
contending  for  power.  The  vanquished  are  making  appeals  to  the  peo- 
ple, who  generally  care  not  a  straw  about  the  matter  when  doctors 
disagree. 

Dr.  Yandcll,  in  company  with  Dr.  Caldwell,  is  one  of  the  e.\-profes- 
sors.  He  manifests  a  good  share  of  independence,  and  avows,  most  de- 
cidedly, that  a  school  of  medicine  is  contemplated  at  Louisville.  In  a 
spirit  of  triumph,  for  it  savors  of  nothing  more  strongly,  he  says,  in  con- 
clusion, alluding  to  the  narrative,  "  if  we  have  dealt  harshly  with  the  pro- 
fessors, let  it  be  remetnl.iered  that  they  have  brought  it  upon  ihemsclvea 
by  the  clamor  which  they  have  wantonly  raised  against  our  city  in  places 
where  she  may  be  seriously  affected  by  unfounded  prejudices.  We  now 
call  upon  the  Legislature,  in  the  name  of  our  fellow  citizens,  to  charter  a 
medical  institution  in  Louisville,  forthwith.  Let  that  be  done,  and  thea 
let  the  Transylvania  School  look  to  itself."     A  new  school,  we  have  no 
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doubt,  will  ultimately  be  organized  at  Louisville  ;  but  the  other  cannot 
very  easily  be  destroyed.  We  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  there 
are  already  too  many  medical  colleges  in  this  country  ; — the  old  ones, 
well  managed,  are  equal  to  the  wants  of  all  North  Aoierica. 

Dr.  Bushels  Library. — A  catalogue  of  the  very  rare  and  valuable  li- 
brary belonging  to  the  late  Dr.  Geo.  M.  Bushe,  of  ISew  York,  which 
was  to  be  sold  at  auction,  a  week  or  two  since,  with  a  rich  collection  of 
surgical  instruments,  was  received  here  at  a  period  too  late  to  serve  the 
interests  of  the  widow,  by  circulating  a  notice  of  the  sale,  which  we  re- 
gret exceedingly. 

There  were  si.x  iiundred  and  forty-two  authors  named,  giving,  proba- 
bly, over  a  thou.^and  volumes  in  the  whole,  a  large  proportion  of  them 
being  illustrated  with  plates,  and  embracing  all  the  works  in  the  French, 
Italian,  Latin,  German,  and  English  languages,  that  could  be  coveted  by 
a  practical  surgeon.  An  opportunity  like  this,  lor  procuring  scarce  pro- 
ductions of  other  countries,  has  not  been  presented  here  for  a  long  time. 
It  is  hardly  to  be  expected  that  the  original  cost  could  have  been  real- 
ized, as  professional  men  only  can  form  a  correct  estimate  of  the  dear- 
ness  of  those  elegantly  executed  quartos  and  folios  which  are  occasion- 
ally prepared  abroad.  For  the  sake  of  the  family,  berelt  of  a  gifted 
father  and  protector,  in  a  land  of  strangers,  we  hope  that  no  unnecessary 
sacrifice  has  been  made  of  this  unique  library. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  it  is  appropriate  to  remind  Messrs. 
French  &  Adlard,  publishers,  that  nothing  like  an  adequate  supply  of 
Dr.  Bushe's  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Rectum  has  been  placed  in 
the  Boston  market.  One  bookseller  remarked  that  he  could  have  dis- 
posed of  twenty  copies  last  week,  if  they  had  been  furnished  from  JNew 
York.  It  generally  happens  that  the  physicians  here  at  the  north,  who 
are  distinguished  for  their  avidity  in  collecting  new  publications,  are  the 
last  to  be  served.  As  this  must  continue  to  be  a  standard  book,  a  large 
edition,  widely  distributed  to  the  trade,  is  deserving  the  immediate  con- 
sideration of  the  New  York  publishers. 


Geology  of  Ohio. — Preparations  are  making  for  an  extensive  geologi- 
cal survey  of  Ohio.  The  appointments  are  made  by  Governor  V  ance — 
and  Prof  W.  VV.  Mather,  of  New  York,  a  graduate  of  West  Point,  is 
appointed  to  the  head  of  the  survey,  and  Dr.  S.  P.  Hildreth,  of  Ohio,  is 
first  assistant. 

The  Regents  of  the  New  York  University  have  appointed  Dr.  Alban 
G.  Smith,  of  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  professor  of  Surgery  in  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Erratum. — The  concluding  sentence  in  the  case  of  monstrosity,  in  last  week's 
Journal,  should  read  as  follows  : — "No  species  of  monstrosity  so  completely  ex- 
cludes the  idea  of  viability." 

To  CoRRESPONDK.NTS. — A  uotlco  of  Dr.  E.  H.  B  irton's  Introductory  Lecture 
on  Acclimation,  Dr.  Braman's  case  of  peritonitis.  Dr.  H.'s  and  other  papers,  are 
excluded  this  week  by  a  press  of  other  matter. 

Died,— At  Baltimore,  Md.  Dr.  Thomas  R.  Johnson,  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  36. 

Whole  nijinhcrof  de.iUis^in  Boston,  for  the  week  eiidine  July  22,  27.     Males,  1-1 — rctn.Tles,  13. 

Consumption,  5 — infantile,  4— lung  fever,  2— suicide,  1— convulsions,  2— intiarnniatlon  of  the 
bowels,  2 — typhus  fever,  1 — drowned,  3 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  I — dropsy,  1 — old  age,  2 — cholera 
infantuon,  1— inflammation  of  the  heart,  1— inflammation  of  the  heait  and  colic,  1— stillborn,  1. 
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VERMONT   ACADEMY   OF   MEDICINE. 

THE  Autumnal  term  of  the  Vermont  Academy  of  Medicine  commences  on  Thursday,  the  10th  day 
of  August,  1837,  and  continues  thirteen  weeks. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Materia  Medica, by         -        -       William  Tllly,  M.D. 
Surgery,   Obstetrics, and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  by        -       Theodore   Woodward, M.D. 
Chemistry  and   Natural  History,  by        -         .         .         .        -         -         John  U'Wolf,  Jr.,  A.M. 
Anatomy  and  I'liysiologv,  by  .-_-.  ..  James  H.  Armsby,  M.D. 

July  26— 3t 

BERKSHIRE    MEDICAL   INSTITUTION. 

THE  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  for  1837,  will  commence  the  last  Thursday  in  August  and  continue 
thirteen  weeks. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Obstetrics,  by        .        .        -         -        H.  H.  Childs,  M.D. 

Pathological  Anatomy,  by        -         -         -         -  ...  -  E.  Bartleit,  M.D. 

Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  by  -  ...         -         -  David  Palmer,'M.D. 

Botany,  Chemistry  and  Natural  Philosophy,  by         -        -  .  .  C.  Dewey,  M.U. 

Surgery  and  Physiology,  by  ....  .  .  VV.  Parker,  M.D. 

General  and  Special  Anatomy,  by        -         .         -         -         .        -        -        R.  Watts,  Jr.,  M.D. 

Legal  Medicine,  by--------  -  -  Hon.  Henry  Hubbard. 

Fee  for  tlie  Tickets  of  all  the  Professors,  $50.  Those  who  have  attended  two  full  courses  at  an 
incorporated  medical  scliool,  .^10.     Graduation,  $16.     Board  not  exceeding  $2  per  week. 

By  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  .Massachusetts,  passed  April,  1*'37,  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institu- 
tion is  constituted  an  independent  Medical  College,  with  autliority  to  confer  degrees,  and  the  gi-aduates 
are  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  which  pertain  to  the  medical  graduates  of  Harvard 
University. 

By  a  vote  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  passed  the  31st  of  Jlay  last,  the  graduates  of  the 
Berkshire  Medical  Institution,  are  ex  officio  entitled  to  admission  as  Fellows  of  said  Society. 

C.  DEWEY, 
July  19 — Ut  '  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 

PROLAPSUS   UTERI   CURED   BY   EXTERNAL   APPLICATION. 

DR.  A.  G.  HULL'S  UTERO-ABDOMINAL  SUPPORTER  is  offered  to  those  afflicted  with  Prolapsus 
t/teri,  and  other  diseases  depending  upon  relaxation  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  as  an  instrument  in 
every  way  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  restoration  to  health.  When  this  instrument  is  care- 
fully and  properly  fitted  to  the  form  ofthepatient,  it  invariably  affords  the  most  immediate  immunity, 
from  the  distressing  "  dragging  and  bearing  down  "  sensations  wliich  accompany  nearlyall  viscera!  dis- 
placements of  the  abdomen,  and  its  skilful  application  is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of 
radical  relief  from  the  patient  herself.  The  Supporter  is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by 
the  patient  witliout  further  aid.  Within  the  last  two  years  700  of  the  Utero-Abdouiinal  Supporters 
liave  been  applied  with  the  most  happy  results. 

The  very  great  success  which  this  instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its  examination 
by  the  Physician  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  pessary  hitherto  in  use.  It  isgrntifying  to 
state,  that  it  has  met  the  decided  approbation  of  every  member  of  the  Medical  Faculty  who  has  ap- 
plied it,  as  well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  it. 

The  Subscribers  having  been  appointed  agents  for  the  sale  of  the  above  instruments,  all  orders  ad- 
dressed to  them  will  be  promptly  attended  to.     Price,  .•JIO. 

Lowe  &  Rked,  Boston  ;  David  Kimball,  Poitsmouth,  N.  H.  ,  Joshua  Durgin,  Portland,  Me., 
Joseph  Balch,  Jr.  Providence,  R.  1. ;  Elisha  Edwards,  Springfield,  Mass.  ;  N.  S.  Worden, 
Bridgeport,  Conn.  May  10— 6ni 

MEDICAL    SCHOOL   OF   HARVARD    UNIVERSITY. 

THE  Medical  Lectures  in  Harvard  University  will  begin  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  November,  in 
Mason  street,  Boston,  at  9  o'clock,  A.  -M.,  and  continue  thirteen  weeks.  For  the  following  four 
weeks,  the  Hospital  and  Dissecting  room  will  be  kept  open,  and  some  Lectures  will  be^  given,  with- 
out additional  expense,  to  such  students  as  may  remain. 

The  following  Courses  of  Lectures  will  be  delivered  to  the  class  of  the  ensuing  season.        Fees. 
Anatomy,  and  the  Operations  of  Surgery,  by  John  C.  Warren,  M.D.  $15 

Chemistry,  by  John  W.   Webster,  iM.D.  15 

Midwifery  and  .Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  Walter  CHANNisGi  M.D.  10 

.Materia  .Medica  and  Clinical  Medicine,  by  Jacob  Bigelow,  M.D.  10 

Principles  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  by  Geo.   Hayward,  M.D.  10 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Phy.sic,  by  John   Ware,  M.D.  15 

By  an  additional  act  of  the  Le2;islature  of  Massachusetts,  the  opportunities  for  the  study  of  Prac- 
tical .Vnatomy  are  now  placed  upon  the  most  liberal  footing,  and  an  ample  supplyjof  subjccts^for  the 
wants  of  science  wi  II  be  legally  provided  at  a  small  expense. 

The  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  is  open  without  fee  to  students  attending  the  Lectures  of  the 
physicians  and  surgeons.  Clinical  Lectures  are  given  several  times  in  each  weeii,  and  surgical  opera- 
tions are  frequent. 

To  the  .Medical  College  is  attached  a  Medical  Library,  a  costly  and  extensive  Chemical  Apparatus, 
and  Ujllectioas  illustiaiive  of  Midvvifery,  iMateria  Medica,  and  Healthy  and  Morbid  .Vnatoiny. 

W  A  LT  E  R  C  H  A  N  N I N  G , 
Boston,  July  5,  1837.  tNov.  1.  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  NEW  HAVEN    CO.  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

(Concluded  from  page  347.) 

[The  favors  of  correspondents  have  so  crowded  out  pages  for  some 
weeks  past,  that  we  have  been  unable  to  continue  this  Report ;  and 
now,  instead  of  inserting  the  renaainder  entire,  we  must  give  only  de- 
tached portions,  as  we  cannot  otherwise  finish  it  in  this  volume  of  the 
Journal.] 

But  how  far  are  the  laws  relating  to  our  profession  really  exclusive 
or  oppressive  in  their  operation,  and  what  is  the  penalty  attached  to 
their  neglect  ?  They  do  not  prevent  the  freest  competition,  and  all 
the  benefits  which  flow  from  it ;  or  a  supply  of  licensed  physicians  at 
all  times  equal,  at  least,  to  the  demand.  They  do  not  point  out  to 
the  people  the  person  they  shall  employ  when  they  are  sick.  They 
allow  all  the  utmost  freedom  of  choice.  A  man  who  is  ill,  or  even 
not  ill,  can  employ  a  "  regular  doctor,"  or  a  "  botanic  doctor,"  or  an 
"  Indian  doctor,"  or  a  doctress,  one  or  more,  until  his  means  are 
exhausted,  and  no  one  has  business  to  interfere.  He  can  swallow 
calomel,  or  lobelia,  or  tansy  tea,  or  "  doctor  Bqandeth's  pills,"  or 
nothing,  as  best  suits  his  fancy.  He  can  have  the  fullest  benefit  of 
that  peculiar  wonder-working  skill  which  comes  from  inheritance,  or 
purchase,  or  inspiration,  or  inoculation,  or  which  is  the  possession 
of  root-doctors,  patent-doctors,  cancer-doctors,  &;c.  and  which  a  man 
whose  knowledge  is  derived  from  observation  and  study  can,  of  course, 
never  learn.  Nor  does  the  law  prohibit  the  man  (or  woman),  who  has 
this  skill,  from  using  it  to  the  utmost  advantage,  either  of  himself  or  the 
world.  He  is  not  liable  to  a  prosecution  for  improving  his  faculty,  like 
the  unlicensed  attorney,  or  tanner,  or  auctioneer. 

But  the  unlicensed  practitioner  cannot  collect  his  fees !  True,  he 
cannot  by  law;  or  rather  he  cannot  enforce  payment.  This  is  the 
penalty,  and  the  whole  penalty,  for  neglecting  to  qualify  himself  for  his 
business,  and  submit  to  an  examination  relative  to  his  attainments. 

No  inconsiderable  part  of  the  beneficial  effects  of  the  present  medi- 
cal laws  is  derived  from  the  sanction  and  authority  which  they  give 
to  just  and  healthful  sentiments  on  an  important  subject.  •  They  may 
be  considered  as  the  expression  of  an  opinion,  by  wise  and  influen- 
tial men,  that  an  intelligent,  learned  and  faithful  medical  faculty 
should  be  sought,  and  encouraged,  and  trusted — an  opinion  having 
no  slight  weight  with  the  community  at  large.  They  virtually  say^ — 
26 
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We,  the  enactors,  representatives  of  the  people,  being  impfessed  with 
the  importance  of  an  able  and  skilful  body  of  physicians,  and  the  ne- 
cessity of  education  and  a  diligent,  course  of  training  preparatory  to 
the  successful  exercise  of  the  medical  art,  do  enact,  Sic.  We  need 
not  say  that  the  repeal  of  the  medical  laws,  under  present  circum- 
stances, would  have  the  effect  to  throw  the  whole  weight  of  legisla- 
tive authority  into  the  opposite  scale.  Such  repeal  would,  virtually, 
be  an  expression  of  the  opinion  that  medicine  is  not  a  science,  and 
is  not  learned  by  observation  and  study  ;  that  the  art  of  curing  dis- 
eases may  be  something  akin  to  a  knack  or  "  gift ;"  that  the  igno- 
rance and  stupidity  of  a  man  afford  no  ground  for  distrusting  his 
competency  and  skill  as  a  "doctor;"  and  that  mountebanks  and 
knaves,  and  all  that  genus,  are  just  as  likely  to  be  skilful  and  trusty 
physicians,  as  men  of  science,  learning  and  honor,  and  therefore  ought 
not  to  be  discouraged. 

What  may  be  called  Doctor  Thomson's  theory,  invented  hy  him- 
self (we  call  him  doctor  to  show  that  we  are  willing  to  share  the 
honor  of  the  title  with  anybody  who  claims  it),  seems  to  be  a  muti- 
lated copy  of  a  very  ancient  one,  originally  the  property  of  one  Hip- 
pocrates (who  lived  some  three  thousand  years  ago),  the  remains  of 
which  are  still  to  be  traced  among  the  medical  wiseacres  of  our  land 
— those  skilled  in  traditional  medical  knowledge.  It  had  its  birth,  of 
course,  before  the  dawn  of  accurate  science.  We  give  the  gist  of 
the  theory,  as  discovered  by  Dr.  Thomson,  in  his  own  words. 

"  I  found,  after  maturely  considering  the  subject,  that  all  animal 
bodies  are  formed  of  the  four  elements,  earth,  air,  fire,  and  water. 
Earth  and  water  constitute  the  solids,  and  air  and  fire,  or  heat,  are 
the  cause  of  life  and  motion.  That  cold,  or  lessening  the  power  of 
heat,  is  the  cause'* of  all  disease;  that  to  restore  heat  to  its  natural 
state  was  the  only  way  in  which  health  could  be  produced  ;  that  the 
constitutions  of  all  mankind  being  essentially  the  same,  and  differing 
only  in  the  different  temperament  of  the  same  materials  of  which 
they  are  composed  ;  it  appeared  clearly  to  my  mind,  that  all  disease 
proceeded  from  one  general  cause,  and  might  be  cured  by  one  gen- 
eral remedy  ;  that  a  state  of  perfect  health  arises  from  a  due  balance 
or  temperature  of  the  four  elements  ;  but  if  it  is  by  any  means  de- 
stroyed, the  body  is  more  or  less  disordered.  And  when  this  is  the 
case,  there  is  always  an  actual  diminution  or  absence  of  the  element 
of  fire  or  heat;  and  in  proportion  to  this  diminution  or  absence,  the 
body  is  affected  by  its  opposite,  which  is  cold.  And  I  foinid  that  all 
the  disorders  which  the  human  family  were  afflicted  with,  however 
various  the  symptoms,  and  different  the  names  by  which  they  are 
called,  arise  directly  from  obstructed  perspiration,  which  is  always 
caused  by  cold,  or  want  of  heat ;  for  if  there  is  a  natural  heat,  it  is 
impossible  but  there  must  be  a  natural  perspiration." 

All  this,  or   rather   the  original  of  all  this   (for  the  copy  is  mutilated  ' 
and    imperfect),    is    ingenious    enough,    when    it   is    considered   as  the 
product  of  pure   reflection,   without  the   aid  of  observation  and   experi- 
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nient,  or  the  lights  of  modern  science  (and  it  should  be  so  consid- 
ered in  the  case  of  Hippocrates,  the  author)  ;  but  what  are  we  to 
say  of  such  wretched  stuff,  put  forth,  at  this  day,  as  true  and  original 
doctrine?  "I  found,"  says  Dr.  Thomson,  and  "I  found,"  he  re- 
peats; but  how  did  he  find  what  he  describes  ?  why,  by  "maturely 
considering  the  subject."  And  is  this  the  way  to  analyze  a  man's 
frame  ?  Why  did  he  not  first  look  into  the  human  body,  and  then  tell 
us  what  it  is  made  of,  instead  of  staring  on  its  outside,  and  after- 
wards "  maturely  considering  "  its  composition  ?  Really,  we  feel 
that  we  are  consenting  to  an  act  of  humiliation  in  exposing  such  ob- 
vious absurdity — such  nonsense,  thrice  distilled.  To  tell  the  truth, 
we  feel  ashamed  of  ourselves,  ashamed  of  our  common  nature,  and 
ashamed  even  of  our  country,  that  circumstances,  aye,  that  public 
opinion,  should  require  of  us  this  exposure.  What  school  boy  does 
not  know  that  neither  of  the  above  named  elements  are  elements, 
with  the  exception  of  heat?  Earth  consists  of  more  than  sixty  ele- 
ments ;  air,  of  at  least  three,  oxygen,  nitrogen,  and  carbonic  acid  gas ; 
and  water  of  two,  oxygen  and  hydrogen. 

"Cold,"  the  doctor  continues,  "is  the  cause  of  all  disease" — for 
instance,  fever,  itch,  smallpox,  the  inflammation  which  follows  a 
scald,  salivation  from  calomel,  and,  we  suppose,  broken  bones  and 
pregnancy,  for  we  have  noticed  that  Thomsonians  steam  for  both  ! 
But  if  cold  is  such  an  enemy  to  life,  how  happens  it  that  people 
should  live  in  Lapland,  or  why  should  they  die  under  the  equator? 
But  the  doctor  himself  says,  in  another  place,  that  bad  food  is  a  cause 
of  disease,  and  in  another  that  filth  is  a  cause,  and  in  a  hundred 
other  places,  that  sickness  is  produced  by  the  "  regular  doctors !" 
On  one  occasion,  he  estimates  that  nine  tenths  of  all  the  sickness  of 
our  country  is  caused  by  calomel,  opium,  antimony  and  the  lancet !' 
Can  it  be  necessary  to  say  more  of  Thomson's  theory  1 

Thomson  and  his  followers  have  much  to  say  about  there  being 
vegetables  enough  in  every  country  to  cure  the  diseases  incident  to 
its  climate.  When,  asserting  this,  they  probably  forget  that  capsi- 
cum, of  which  they  make  constant  use,  is  not  a  native  of  New  Eng- 
land, or  even  of  the  United  States.  For  some  very  queer  reasons, 
Thomson  even  condemns  that  which  is  cultivated  at  the  south.  Myrrh 
and  cloves,  too,  grow  no  nearer  us  than  Arabia  and  the  East  Indies, 
and  ginger  as  far  off,  at  least,  as  Mexico.  Of  the  eight  compounds 
which  Thomson  has  patented,  four  of  them  (Nos.  2,  5,  and  6,  and 
"composition  powder")  always,  and  two  others  (Nos.  3  and  4),  occa- 
sionally, contain  articles  of  foreign  growth  ! 

It  is  mentioned,  too,  by  the  botanic  faculty,  as  an  insurmountable 
objection  to  the  regular  physicians,  that  they  conceal  their  knowledge 
and  deceive  their  patients  by  the  use  of  hard,  jaw-breaking  names. 
But  what  are  we  to  say  of  the  patent  doctors,  who  are  so  afraid  of 
names  of  any  kind,  because  they  sometimes  betray  secrets,  that  they 
designate  their  medicines  by  numbers  and  arbitrary  terms  invented 
for  the   purpose,   whose  signification  it  is  impossible    to  ascertain    ex- 
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cept  by  the  purchase  of  a  "  right,"  or  by  accident,  as  in  the  case  of 
ourselves.  The  technical  terms  used  by  physicians  are  the  received 
terms  of  science,  whose  meaning  may  be  learned  by  any  one  igno- 
rant of  it,  by  looking  into  such  books  as  are  to  be  found  in  the  hands 
of  every  medical  man,  and  in  every  book-store.  Such  terms  are  a 
lock  to  which  every  one  has,  or  may  have,  the  key  ;  whereas,  num- 
bers are  a  lock  to  which  there  is  no  key,  except  to  the  initiated,  or 
purchaser  of  a  right.  Here,  again,  we  feel  that  the  duty  of  exposing 
such  pitiful  objections  is  a  degrading  one  :  but  it  has  been  iaiposed  upon 
us  by  authority  which  we  could  not  disregard.  A  hundred  other  objec- 
tions, like  those  already  noticed,  we  might  examine — but  we  forbear. 

We  shall  allude  to  but  one  other  topic.  Much  odium  has  been 
cast  on  our  profession  by  fixing  on  it  an  unpopular  name.  It  has 
been  urged,  sometimes  with  great  vehemence,  that  our  medical  laws 
ought  to  be  repealed,  because  they  make  the  practice  of  physic 
a  rnonopoly.  This,  possibly,  may  be  brought  forward  as  a  reason 
(a  poor  one  enough,  as  we  have  already  shown),  by  those  who  are 
not  themselves  engaged  in  a  monopoly  ;  but  how  can  the  friends  of 
the  botanic  system  (as  it  is  fondly  called),  plead  thus,  when  that 
same  system  is  the  most  perfect  monopoly  in  the  world.  No  man 
has  liberty  to  employ  Thomson's  medicines,  in  the  manner  described 
in  his  patent,  without  purchasing  a  "  right !"  Let  a  person's  disease 
or  suffering  be  what  it  may,  let  him  be  in  the  agony  of  death  even, 
and  a  sympathizing  friend  cannot  so  much  as  prepare  and  administer 
a  single  grain  of  Thomson's  No.  1,  without  exposing  himself  to  a 
prosecution.  Should  Doctor  Thomson  himself  be  sent  for  in  such 
a  case,  he  would  not  give  a  single  particle  of  medicine  (such  has 
been  his  course  for  many  years,  as  declared  in  his  "  Narrative"),  un- 
less a  right,  costing  twenty  dollars,  should  forthwith  be  purchased. 
Was  there  ever  so  unwarrantable  a  use  made  of  law  ?  If  Thom- 
son's system  possess  but  a  tithe  of  the  value  which  his  advocates 
claim  for  it,  he  is  beyond  all  comparison  the  greatest  monopolist  in 
the  land.  He  holds  in  his  fist  a  power  which  it  is  not  easy  to  esti- 
mate, and  which  should  never  be  entrusted  to  any  one  man  in  this 
republican  country.  He  has  a  certain  patent  mode  of  curing  all 
diseases,  of  removing  every  pain  and  infirmity ;  but  no  one  can  de- 
rive any  benefit  from  it,  either  for  himself  or  his  friends,  should  his 
poverty  or  his  principles  forbid  his  paying  twenty  dollars  for  a  patent  1 
Let  those  who  talk  so  much  of  "  equal  rights,"  ponder  this  matter. 

A  botanical  doctor's  monopoly  is  founded  entirely  on  purchase. 
His  patent  right  is  his  license.  Secure  in  the  exclusive  possession  of 
this,  and  intrenched  by  laws  which  operate  as  though  made  expressly 
for  his  benefit,  he  laughs  at  competition,  and  bids  defiance  to  the 
world.  He  needs  no  study,  no  science,  no  knowledge,  no  sense, 
nothing  but  ample  means  of  purchase,  and  he  is  a  member  of  Dr. 
Thomson's  "  Friendly  Botanic  Society" — one  of  a  privileged  class — 
and  can  threaten  with  the  terrors  of  prosecution  all  such  as  attempt  to 
use  lobelia,  red  pepper  and  steam,  in  the  manner  that  he  does. 

If  our   profession,   then,  under   the    present   laws,    is   a    monopoly, 
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Thomsonism  is  a  much  greater  one.  The  laws,  in  the  first  case, 
may  be  considered  as  reading  thus — No  man  who  shall  practise  phy- 
sic, without  having  previously  studied  at  least  two  years,  been  examined 
as  to  his  qualifications,  and  received  a  certificate  of  his  competency, 
shall  be  allowed  to  collect  his  fees  by  process  of  law.  In  the  second 
case,  they  may  be  regarded  as  reading  thus — No  person  shall  practise 
as  a  botanic  doctor,  unless  he  shall  have  previously  purchased  a  right 
of  Dr.  Thomson,  under  the  pains  and  penalties  of  a  prosecution  before 
the  United  States  court.  As  the  present  movement  in  regard  to  the 
repeal  of  the  medical  laws  is  made  avowedly  for  the  benefit  of  the 
steam  fraternity,  we  would  ask  the  question  whether  the  friends  of  this 
movement  would  not  find  their  account  in  dwelling  no  more  on  the 
odiousness  of  monopolies  ? 

For  the  reasons  which  have  been  given  in  the  foregoing  pages,  we 
cannot  but  hope  that  the  legislators  of  this  highly  enlightened  State  will 
weigh  well  the  matter,  before  giving  their  solemn  sanction  to  what  we,  in 
our  hearts,  conceive  to  be  a  great  system  of  imposture.  We  cannot 
but  look  on  the  present  endeavor  to  procure  a  repeal  of  the  exist- 
ing medical  laws,  as  an  attempt  to  break  down  and  disgrace  the 
regular  medical  faculty  ;  to  bring  learning  and  science  into  discredit ; 
and  to  build  up  on  the  ruins  thereof  a  set  of  idle  and  irresponsible  men 
— adventurers  in  the  great  business  of  medical  imposture — who,  as  a 
body,  have  no  one  of  the  numerous  qualifications  which  we  conceive  to 
be  necessary  to  a  skilful  and  trusty  physician.  We  have  no  doubt  that 
this  attempt,  even  though  it  attain  its  immediate  object,  will  prove  abor- 
tive in  its  ultimate  aim.  We  know  that  this  enlightened  community 
will  never  countenance  quackery  as  a  general  and  permanent  thing  ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  we  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  many  honest 
men  will  be  perplexed,  many  minds  unhinged,  and  individual  opinion  in 
hundreds  of  cases  unsetded,  should  the  present  excitement  against  medi- 
cine as  a  science,  and  in  favor  of  medicine  as  a  "gift,"  be  encouraged. 


DR.  FULLER'S   REPLY   TO    DR.  HINCKLEY,    ON    WOUND   OF  THE 

RECTUM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — In  the  present  volume  of  the  Journal,  page  173,  is  a  communica- 
tion from  Dr.  Hinckley,  of  Vermont,  detailing  a  case  of  wound  of  the 
rectum  and  its  treatment  under  his  prescriptions,  and  commenting  severely 
upon  my  case  of  wound  of  the  same,  which  v^^as  hastily  sketched,  and 
may  be  found  at  page  105  of  this  volume.  I  may  not  have  conveyed 
a  clear  and  definite  description  of  that  wound.  I  found  it  difficult  to  do 
so,  as  I  took  no  notes  at  the  time,  and  the  situation  of  the  wound  was 
such  that  actual  inspection  and  examination  alone  could  convey  a  clear 
and  distinct  idea  of  its  nature  and  extent.  Yet  I  did  not  expect  that  I 
should  be  wholly  misunderstood,  or  if  understood,  that  it  would  be 
thought  a  severe  and  unnecessary  operation  had  been  performed. 

I  will  again  attempt  to  describe  the  wound.     The  horn  of  the  ox  en- 
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tered  within  three  fourths  of  an  inch  of  the  verge  of  the  anus,  denuding 
the  rectum,  passing  up  about  four  inches,  then  perforating  the  rectum, 
making  an  aperture  about  the  size  of  a  quarter  of  a  dollar,  lacerating 
and  tearing  away  the  whole  of  the  integuments  back  to  the  os  coxygis. 
The  sphincter  ani,  having  its  attachments  posteriorly  and  laterally  torn 
away,  was  drawn  forward  and  strongly  contracted,  so  that  the  wound 
made  by  the  horn  was  of  sufficient  size  to  admit  the  whole  hand. 

Dr.  Hinckley  has  presented  the  case  of  a  child  five  years  old,  slightly 
wounded  in  the  rectum  by  a  broken  board  nail.  He  attempts  to  draw 
a  parallel  between  the  two  cases,  but  acknowledges  they  are  "  not  ex- 
actly parallel,"  and  comes  to  the  invidious  conclusion  that  in  my  case 
the  operation  was  wholly  uncalled  for. 

Let  us  contrast  them.  In  the  case  of  the  boy,  the  nail  "  entered  the 
rectum  about  one  inch  or  an  inch  and  a  half  above  the  sphincter  ani." 
"  Externally  the  wound  was  about  one  and  a  half  inch  long,"  and  of 
the  diameter  of  the  point  of  a  board  nail.  There  was  spasmodic  con- 
traction of  the  sphincter  at  the  time  the  Dr.  examined  it,  which  was  on 
the  same  day,  and  probably  soon  after  the  accident,  and  fecal  matter 
was  discharged  through  the  wound.  A  cathartic  was  given,  and  a  poul- 
tice applied  ;  on  the  iburth  day  "  a  part  of  the  feces  pass  by  the  anus, 
and  a  part  through  the  wound,"  and  on  the  fifth  day  "  no  feces  pass  by 
the  wound,  but  all  per  anum."  We  all  know  how  readily  a  wound  or  a 
fractured  bone  will  usually  unite  in  a  child.  Had  the  friends  of  the  boy 
waited  until  the  fifth  day,  as  in  Webb's  case.  In  all  probability  Dr.  Hinck- 
ley would  never  have  been  called  ;  for  by  that  time  the  wound  would 
have  closed  of  its  own  accord. 

My  patient.  Mr.  Webb,  was  a  large,  plethoric,  and  very  muscular 
man.  He  had  been  wounded  five  days  prior  to  my  first  visit.  The 
weather  was  warm ;  the  wound  had  an  unhealthy  appearance  ;  the 
sphincter  ani  was  permanently  contracted,  leaving  the  wound  gaping; 
there  had  been  constant  involuntary  discharges  of  the  feces  through  the 
wound,  but  nothing  had  passed  per  anum  ;  the  wounded  surfaces  did 
not  come  in  apposition  ;  the  upper  lip,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  term, 
jutted  over  the  lower  about  one  inch.  Cathartics  had  been  given, 
opiates  to  control  the  bowels,  the  wound  often  cleansed,  a  tent  partially 
introduced  to  prevent  the  constant  fecal  flow  ;  a  bread  and  milk  poultice 
had  not  been  applied,  and  yet  at  the  time  of  the  operatio:),  nine 
days  after  the  injury  was  received,  there  did  not  seem  to  be  any  proba- 
bility that  the  wound  would  unite  either  by  the  first,  second,  or  any 
other  intention.  There  seemed  no  alternative  but  that  the  patient  must 
drag  out  a  miserable  existence,  having  a  large  artificial  anus  in  the  worst 
possible  position,  or  submit  to  an  operation  and  have  a  chance  of  being 
restored  to  comfort  and  usefulness,  as  he  now  is,  being  able  to  labor  upon 
his  farm  and  support  his  family. 

It  was  distinctly  stated,  in  my  former  communication,  that  in  consul- 
tation with  Dr.  Hubbard  an  operation  was  agreed  upon,  but  that  a  few 
days  delay  was  necessary  to  prepare  the  patient  for  the  operation.  To 
preserve  the  wound  from  constant  irritation  occasioned  by  the  unremit- 
ted discharges  of  pus  and  feces,  a  tent  was  introduced,  as  well  as  opiates 
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given,  but  even  then  the  wound  was  not  long  kept  from  irritability.  Dr. 
Hinckley  labors  under  an  error  if  he  supposes  we  expected  to  heal  the 
wound  by  filling  it  with  a  foreign  material. 

Dr.  H.  considers  the  wound  in  Webb's  case  "  bears  almost  no  analogy 
to  fistula  in  ano."  "  In  one  (fistula  in  ano)  the  ulceration  is  the  effect 
of  a  specific  diseased  action,  producing  an  ulcer  of  a  peculiar  character, 
very  far  from  healthy."  I  did  not  speak  of  the  specific  character  of 
the  wound  in  this  case  as  bearing  analogy  to  fistula  in  ano,  but  of  its 
position.  But  I  deny  the  Dr.'s  premises  in  toto.  ^  An  operation  for 
fistula  in  ano  is  not  resorted  to  on  account  of  a  "  specific  diseased  action 
producing  an  ulcer  of  a  peculiar  character,"  but  on  account  of  ^ the  rela- 
tive position  of  the  parts.  If  you  operate  in  fistula  in  ano,  because  the 
ulcer  is  of  a  peculiar  character,  having  its  origin  in  a  "  specific  diseased 
action,"  why  not  operate  in  all  ulcers,  wherever  situated,  possessing  the 
same  specific  origin  ?  In  fistula  in  ano  the  fistulous  canal  is  kept  open 
by  the  contraction  of  the  sphincter  ani ;  you  divide  the  sphincter,  and 
the  canal  will  be  closed  by  adhesion  or  granulation.  In  the  case  of 
Webb,  therefore,  the  principle  of  the  operation  was  reduced  to  the 
same  as  that  for  fistula  in  ano. 

When  Dr.  Hinckley  again  commences  an  attack  upon  surgeons  "  down 
east  "  who  have  seen  something  of  service,  he  will  do  well  to  look  to 
the  principles  he  himself  advances.  A.  P.  Fuller. 

Albion,  Me.,  July  3d,  1837. 


ACUTE   PERITONITIS. 

BY      ISAAC      G.      BRAMAN,      M.D. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

On  the  20th  of  June,  I  was  called  to  see  D.  B.,  a  strong,  healthy 
child,  born  of  Irish  parents,  aged  about  four  years.  On  my  arrival  I 
found  him  suffering  considerable  pain  from  a  carious  tooth.  This  I 
readily  extracted,  and  as  there  appeared  to  be  some  nausea  at  the 
stomach,  with  coated  tongue,  I  prescribed  a  gentle  emetic.  It  operated 
kindly,  bringing  away  a  considerable  quantity  of  dark  vitiated  bile  and 
phlegm.  I  left  him  quite  relieved,  and  being  busily  engaged,  did  not  see 
him  again  during  the  day.  The  next  morning  a  messenger  came  for  me 
in  great  haste,  with  the  information  that  "  Daniel  was  almost  dead." 
I  repaired  immediately  to  the  house,  and  found  my  little  patient  exhibit- 
ing the  following  symptoms.  He  lay  upon  his  back  in  bed;  knees 
drawn  up  ;  abdomen  swollen,  and  intensely  painful  to  the  touch  ;  great 
heat  and  dryness  of  the  skin  ;  nausea  and  vomiting  ;  pulse  180,  hard, 
and  contracted.  Upon  making  inquiry  of  the  mother  as  to  how  he  had 
appeared  since  I  saw  him,  she  remarked  that  he  was  quite  comfortable 
after  the  operation  of  the  emetic  till  evening,  when  he  was  seized  with 
a  fit.  He  had  two  or  three  of  them  during  the  night,  and  also  vomited 
several  times.  She  (no  doubt  with  honest  intention)  had  "given  it 
milk,jU)ur  and    ivater,  herb  tea,  and  a   host  of  other  things,"  but  the 
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more  she  did  the  worse  it  grew.  Of  course  I  had  no  difficulty  in  ac- 
counting for  the  good  woman's  failure. 

To  allay  the  irritability  of  the  stomach,  I  directed  the  following :  R. 
Creosote  gtt.  i.  aqua  pura  gi.  M.  Let  him  take  3  i.  every  15  min- 
utes if  necessary.     There  was  no  vomiting  after  the  first  dose. 

The  next  question  to  be  settled  was  the  course  I  should  pursue  in 
arresting  the  progress  of  the  disease.  The  parents  were  utterly  op- 
posed to  venesection  or  vesication.  All  I  could  persuade  them  to  sub- 
mit to,  was  a  small  blister  over  the  bowels,  which  was  on  but  a  short 
time  before  it  was  taken  off,  without  accomplishing  anything  of  import- 
ance. However,  I  will  say  that  I  should  have  insisted  more  strongly 
upon  bleeding,  had  I  not  been  very  much  prepossessed  in  favor  of  ol. 
terebinth  as  a  remedial  agent  in  this  complaint,  and  had  long  wished  for 
an  opportunity  to  give  it  a  fair  trial.  Here,  then,  was  one,  and  1  de- 
termined to  improve  it.  I  commenced  with  the  following  form.  R. 
01.  terebinth,  ol.  ricini,  aa.  M.  Take  3ss.  every  two  hours,  till  bowels 
are  opened.  7,  P.  M.,  has  taken  the  medicine  three  times;  no  dejec- 
tion.    Continue  same  with  4  grains  sub.  m.  hyd.  in  the  intervals. 

22d,  8,  A.  M.  There  has  been  two  dejections,  of  quite  dark  char- 
acter and  fetid  smell,  having  the  consistence  of  tar.  No  material  altera- 
tion in  the  symptoms,  except  the  pulse,  which  is  less  frequent,  170,  and 
softer  to  the  feel  ;  has  passed  some  water,  which  is  high  colored  and 
fetid.  Discontinue  the  oil,  and  let  him  have  the  following  once  in  three 
hours.  Dulcis  spirit  nitrosi  Ix.  gtt.,camph.  tinct.  opii  xxx.  gtt.,  tart,  an- 
tim.  gr.  1-8.  M.  8,  P.  M.  Found  him  much  worse;  appears  sicker  than 
he  has  been  at  any  time  previous ;  no  dejections ;  pulse  again  up  to 
180.     Recommence  the  oil  as  before,  and  aid  the  operation  by  enemata. 

23d.  Bowels  opened  freely  the  latter  part  of  the  night ;  is  somewhat 
easier;  pulse  160.  Let  him  continue  medicine  at  intervals  of  six  hours. 
24th.  Quite  as  comfortable  as  yesterday;  one  dejection;  continue 
medicine,  and  let  him  have,  at  bedtime,  pulv.  ipecac,  compos.  6  grs. 
sub.  m.  hyd.  grs.  ii.  25th.  There  is  now  a  material  alteration  for  the 
better ;  bowels  have  been  opened  freely,  and  he  has  passed  water  in 
considerable  quantity  ;  tumefaction  of  the  abdomen  subsiding  rapidly ; 
begins  to  ask  for  food.  Dr.  Robinson  met  in  consultation.  He  advised 
to  small  doses  of  acet.  potass,  with  rhubarb  and  sulph.  mag.,  should 
laxatives  be  necessary  ;  which,  however,  was  not  the  case,  for  the  bow- 
els kept  in  a  soluble  state,  scarcely  requiring  anything  to  move  them. 
He  continued  rapidly  to  improve  from  that  time,  and  is  now  in  perfect 
health. 

Remarks. — This  case  is  one  of  interest,  as  showing,  in  a  remarkable 
manner,  the  power  of  ol.  terebinth  in  arresting  peritoneal  inflammation. 
It  has  been,  I  believe,  generally  conceded,  that  if  there  was  one  dis- 
ease more  than  another  which  imperiously  and  unhesitatingly  called  for 
active  and  vigorous  depletion,  it  was  acute  peritonitis.  Yet  it  was  not 
made  use  of  here,  although  the  inflammation  might  be  said  to  have  been 
of  the  highest  grade.  We  see  that  when  the  oil  was  used  often  and 
freely,  it  held  the  disease  in  check  ;  upon  slacking,  it  returned  with  re- 
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newed  force,  till  by  repeated  doses  it  was  broken  up.  What  effect  the 

calomel  might  have  produced,  I  am  unable  to  say.     It  was  used  rather 
at  the  suggestion  of  a  friend  ;  but  of  this  I  am  certain,  that  calomel 

alone  would  never  have  conquered  the  disease  in  the  small  quantities 
which  were  given. 

New  Rowley,  July  20,  1837. 


OTORRHCEA. 

BT    J      HARRISON    CURTIS,   LONDON. 

Few  diseases,  perhaps,  are  more  difficult  to  relieve  than  those  of  the 
ear,  and  of  these  the  most  common  are  discharges  from  that  organ,  or 
otorrhcea. 

Persons  affected  with  this  disease  are  very  apt  to  neglect  it,  more  es- 
pecially when,  as  not  unfrequently  happens  at  the  commencement,  it 
does  not  interfere  with  hearing.  Now,  it  is  one  of  these  affections  that, 
of  all  others,  requires  early  attention,  for  although  simple  in  its  nature, 
in  the  first  instance,  it  is  liable,  as  M.  Lallemand  has  shown,  to  termi- 
nate in  disorganizing  the  internal  structure  of  the  ear. 

There  are,  hence,  three  kinds  of  otorrhcea.  One,  in  which  the  dis- 
charge is  muculent  in  its  acute  stage,  changing  to  one  that  is  puriform 
when  it  becomes  chronic.  Another,  in  which  the  discharge  is  accom- 
panied with  a  polypus  growth  ;  and  the  third,  proceeding  from  caries  of 
the  bones.  The  first,  in  its  acute  form,  is  most  usually  met  with  in 
children,  and  is  not  attended  with  much  pain,  but  by  neglect,  or  mal- 
treatment, the  discharge  is  apt  to  change  to  a  purulent  character  :  and 
if  still  further  neglected,  a  polypus  forms,  or  the  bones  are  destroyed, 
when  the  discharge  becomes  discolored,  and  offensive.  Concluding 
these  preliminary  observations,  I  shall  now  relate  a  iew  cases  in  illustra- 
tion of  the  treatment,  which  I  have  found  exceedingly  beneficial  in  re- 
lieving them. 

Mr.  R.  applied  to  me  on  account  of  a  discharge  from  his  left  ear, 
which  had  annoyed  him  for  several  years.  After  allaying  the  existing 
irritation,  by  bland  means,  he  was  cured  by  the  following  injection  : — R. 
Decoction  of  oak  bark,  12  ounces;  alum,  and  supersulphate  of  potash, 
2  drachms.     Dissolve,  and  make  an  injection. 

Miss  L.  had  a  discharge  from  both  ears,  which  was  brought  on  from 
cold.     She  also  used  the  oak  bark  and  alum  injection,  and  got  quite  well. 

I  lately  attended  two  cases  of  a  similar  kind  to  the  above,  with  Sir 
Benjamin  Brodie,  the  one  a  lady  of  quality,  and  the  other  a  gentleman 
from  Scotland.  The  first  of  these  cases  got  well  by  the  usual  treat- 
ment ;  of  the  other,  from  his  not  remaining  in  town,  1  did  not  hear  the 
termination. 

The  two  following  cases  I  have  taken  indiscriminately  from  the  case- 
book of  the  Royal  Dispensary,  in  proof  of  the  efficacy  of  the  samr 
mode  of  treatment : — 

Joseph  Page,  aged  9,  has  had  pain  in  both  ears  for  a  fortnight,  w/ 
has  ended  in  suppuration.     At  first  antiphlogistic  treatment  was  ad 
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and  when  the  pain  and  other  symptoms  of  inflammation  had  subsided,  the 
usual  injection  was  had  recourse  to,  and  shortly  effected  a  complete  cure. 

Thomas  Brown,  aged  12,  was  admitted  as  a  patient,  in  December, 
1836.  Has  been  deaf  from  his  birth,  with  occasional  pain  and  dis- 
charge from  his  ears.  His  ears  were  syringed,  and  blisters  were  applied 
behind  them.  The  alum  injection  was  then  used,  and  in  three  weeks 
from  his  first  applying  at  the  Dispensary,  he  was  dismissed  cured. 

I  said  that  the  long  continuance  of  otorrhoea  was  a  common  cause 
of  polypus  in  the  ear.  The  following  case  is  an  exemplification  of 
the  fact. 

Major had  been  long  subject  to  a  discharge  from  the  left  ear, 

which  he  had  neglected.  Becoming  at  length  quite  deaf  on  that  side, 
he  consulted  me,  and  on  examining  the  ear,  I  found  a  fungous  growth 
obstructing  the  passage.  The  polypus  was  first  removed  by  a  ligature, 
and,  by  resorting  to  the  injection,  the  discharge  soon  ceased,  and  his 
hearing  was  restored. 

Purulent  otorrhoea  at  times  proves  fatal.  A  friend  of  mine  had  been 
subject  to  it  for  many  years,  but  could  not  be  persuaded  to  have  medical 
advice,  when,  going  to  witness  a  horse-race,  and  being  exposed  to  a 
draught  of  cold  air  on  one  of  the  stands,  he  caught  cold  in  the  affected 
ear:  inflammation  came  on,  and,  extending  to  the  dura  mater,  he  died 
from  meningitis.  But  the  most  remarkable  case  that  ever  came  under 
my  care,  was  that  of  Andrew  Donelley,  a  person  residing  in  STork 
street,  Mary-le-bone.  As  he  was  imprudently  cleansing  his  ear  of  ceru- 
men with  the  head  of  a  pin,  he  injured  the  parts,  which  brought  on  a 
discharge  from  the  ear.  He  applied,  and  was  admitted  as  a  patient  at 
the  dispensary,  but  was  exceedingly  negligent  in  his  attendance,  and, 
finally,  left  altogether.  Twelve  months  afterwards  he  became  a  patient 
at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  under  Mr.  Lawrence,  affected  with  ex- 
cruciating pain,  and  a  profuse  discharge  from  the  ear.  Here  he  re- 
mained only  four  days,  and  died,  eventually,  about  two  years  from  the 
commencement  of  the  disease.  I  cite  this  case,  as,  perhaps,  the  most 
extraordinary  and  horrible  example  of  the  effects  of  long-continued 
neglect  on  record. 

A  model,  in  wax,  of  these  effects  was  made  nine  days  previous  to 
his  death,  by  Mr.  Miller,  a  copy  from  which  is  in  my  possession,  and 
another  in  the   museum   of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital. — Lon.  Lancet. 
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LECTURE  ON  ACCLIMATION. 
In 

cinos  past  we  have  adverted  to  the  organization  of  a  school  of  medi- 

pract'ew  Orleans,  a  city  peculiarly  favorable  for  the  acquisition  of  a 

lowledge  of  acute  diseases,  if  one   half  is  true   which   is   re- 
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lated  of  the  condition  of  its  climate.  And  were  it  not  for  the  lucid 
exposition  of  the  immediate  causes  of  that  sweeping  mortality  which  has 
characterized  New  Orleans,  in  the  discourse  before  us,  it  would  still  be 
difficult  to  divest  ourselves  of  the  opinion  entertained  at  the  north,  that 
the  place  is  virtually  the  grave  of  strangers.  But  the  vice  of  intemper- 
ance, of  which  very  many  are  guilty  who  feel  the  spirit  of  adventure — 
and  who  concentrate  in  that  city,  when  the  rigor  of  winter,  in  many  sec- 
tions of  the  United  States,  closes  the  avenues  to  various  kinds  of  busi- 
ness which  are  conducted  with  boldness  and  activity  in  that  enterprising 
mart  of  commerce,  accompanies  them  there.  Unaccustomed  to  the 
habits  of  the  people,  and  having  no  philosophical  reference,  in  most 
cases,  to  the  great  exchange  which  they  have  made  of  the  boisterous, 
snow-blowing  winter  of  home,  for  the  bland  warmth  and  sunshine  of 
Louisiana,  they  are  too  apt  to  continue  in  those  death-destroying  indul- 
gences which  tend  to  ill  health,  if  not  to  an  early  dissolution,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  poverty  and  wretchedness  usually  following  in  their  train.  As 
the  vital  machinery,  under  such  circumstances,  acts  with  accumulated 
power,  it  speedily  deranges  itself,  and  that  life  which  it  should  be  the 
constant  care  of  all  intelligent  beings  to  preserve,  surrounded  as  we  are 
with  innumerable  objects  of  interest  and  usefulness  and  delight,  is  often 
fritted  away  in  the  very  commencement  of  existence,  a  sacrifice  to  an 
atrocious  vice — hard  drinking. 

On  the  other  hand,  those  of  unimpaired  constitutions,  who  have  no 
morbid  cravings  to  gratify,  enjoy  an  amount  of  good  health  in  that  very 
terrifying  abode  of  death-snatching  fevers,  quite  equal  to  that  in  their 
native  air.  All  this — and  it  is  a  perfectly  tenable  doctrine— is  deducible 
from  innumerable  facts  and  observations  collected  by  professional  gentle- 
men residing  in  that  city. 

Dr.  E.  H.  Barton,  of  New  Orleans,  seems  to  have  devoted  himself 
with  praiseworthy  zeal  to  the  investigation  of  the  causes  which  have 
given  that  place  its  unfortunate  reputation  of  being  sickly.  In  his 
official  capacity  of  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  in  the  Medical 
College  of  Louisiana,  at  the  opening  of  the  last  lecture  term  he  gave  a 
public  lecture  on  acclimation,  so  perfectly  satisfactory  to  the  class,  and 
wisely,  too,  considered  so  important,  that  a  copy  was  requested  for  pub- 
lication. Omitting  whole  pages,  as  a  matter  of  necessity,  only  detached 
paragraphs  can  be  introduced  here  ;  but  they  are  abundantly  sufficient 
to  demonstrate  the  research  of  the  author. 

"  The  mortality  attendant  on  acclimation — proceeding  almost  entirely 
from  an  ignorance  of  the  means  of  rendering  the  process  easy,  and  point- 
ing out  those  shoals  upon  which  so  many  thousands  have  been  wrecked 
and  lost,  I  have  no  doubt,  exceeds  the  calculation  of  the  most  heartless 
traducer  of  this  region  of  country.  The  sad  renown  for  perennial 
pestilence  which  the  southern  portions  of  the  Union,  and  particularly 
this  State,  and  more  especially  this  city,  has  obtained,  is  mainly  attribut- 
able to  the  cost  of  acclimation.  You  see,  then,  I  can  neither  over-rate 
its  importance,  nor  the  interest  necessarily  attached  to  it.  Were  the 
subject  properly  understood  and  acted  on,  the  great  dread  and  appre- 
hension with  regard  to  this  climate  would  be  removed — this  horrible 
"  charnel  house  "  of  New  Orleans  and  the  swamps  and  bilious  fevers  of 
the  South,  would  be  no  longer  held  up  as  a  scare-crow  to  frighten  away  / 
a  population,  which,  but  for  this,  would  be  spread  over  every  portion  ^ 
this  fertile  and  beautiful  country."  \ 
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"  The  principal  agent  that  is  appreciable  and  controllable  by  us,  and 
that  constitutes  the  greatest  agent  in  these  climatural  modifications,  is 
difference  of  temperature.  The  system  of  the  inhabitant  of  a  cold  re- 
gion has  the  calorific  (or  heat-producing  process)  in  a  state  of  great  ac- 
tivity to  adapt  it  to  the  temperature  he  dwells  in.  When  he  moves  south, 
this  process  is  no  longer  required,  to  the  same  extent,  and  consequently 
the  individual  coming  from  the  north  to  the  south  suffers  in  a  twofold  de- 
gree— 1st,  from  the  increased  temperature  of  the  region  itself ;  and  2d, 
from  the  habitual  activity  of  the  organic  action  in  him  which  engenders 
animal  heat.  This  power  of  engendering  heat,  and  retaining  nearly  the 
same  temperature,  under  almost  every  variety  of  exposure,  is  a  property 
peculiar  to  life,  and  in  consequence  of  it,  even  vegetables  have  a  power 
of  controlling  their  own  temperature,  though  in  a  much  more  limited  de- 
gree. Without  this  power  of  adaptation,  it  is  obvious  that  man  must 
have  been  chained  for  life  to  the  climate  which  gave  him  birth,  and  even 
there  must  have  suffered  constantly  from  the  change  of  seasons. 

"  This  process  of  calorification  in  man  is  accommodated  to  the  latitude 
in  which  he  is  placed.  In  more  northern  latitudes  its  requirements  are 
much  greater  for  the  very  existence  of  animal  life,  and  the  expenditure 
of  it,  in  winter,  must  be  exceedingly  great.  As  we  proceed  south,  these 
demands  no  longer  exist  (to  the  same  degree).  The  habit,  however,  has 
been  formed,  and  time  and  other  means  are  requisite,  to  reduce  the  pro- 
cess to  the  lessened  demands  of  the  system.  Fortunately  for  us,  in  this 
respect,  the  visiting  a  warm  climate  is,  to  the  system,  as  the  occurrence 
of  summer  ;  unless  assisted  by  artificial  excitants  and  provocatives,  less 
food,  and  particularly  of  a  stimulating  nature,  is  craved  for,  under  its  re- 
laxing zephyrs,  than  under  the  bracing  blasts  of  winter  ;  these  indica- 
tions of  its  greater  or  less  activity  in  proportion  to  the  demands  of  the 
system  seem  to  be  a  wise  provision  in  the  economy  of  nature,  to  prevent 
that  fulness  of  the  bloodvessels  that  would  be  oppressive  in  summer,  and 
with  the  effect  of  accumulating  it  in  winter,  when  there  is  such  a  demand 
for  the  calorific  energies  of  the  system." 

"  To  give  these  remarks  a  practical  bearing — their  only  real  value — 
and  as  there  is  but  one  condition  (of  the  physical  constituents  of  climate) 
that  we  can  be  said  to  thoroughly  understand,  or  which  it  is  necessary  to 
control  (  except  moisture,  which  will  be  mentioned  hereafter),  the  vary- 
ing amount  of  caloric  and  the  calorific  process,  we  must  necessarily  con- 
fine ourselves  to  the  regulation  of  these,  so  as  to  adapt  them  to  the  varying 
circumstances  of  the  changes  contemplated  or  effected.  How  then  is 
this  to  be  effected  .'  The  first  is  to  lower  atmospheric  temperature  or 
avoid  exposure  to  it,  and  will  be  mentioned  hereafter.  With  regard  to 
the  second,  the  corrective  influence  is  derivable  from  such  sources  or 
means  as  lessen  the  temperature  upon  man  directly — by  lessening  the 
activity  of  the  calorific  process,  and  by  diminishing  the  impressionability 
of  his  system,  or  its  susceptibility  to  heat,  by  duly  protecting  and  giving 
tone  to  the  surface." 

"  To  fulfil  these  objects,  the  various  modes  of  depletion,  direct  and  in- 
direct, comprehended  in  the  antiplilogistic  treatment,  are  plainly  indicat- 
ed. They  are — avoiding  exposure  to  an  elevated  temperature,  moderate 
clothing  and  exercise,  cooling  drinks,  the  strictest  temperance,  light 
diet,  and  when  the  calorific  process  exists  in  excess,  with  a  full  habit  of 
body,  bleeding,  the  tepid  bath  and  cooling  purging  is  called  for. 

"  I  have  no  hesitation  in  expressing  my  belief  that  the  error  of  the  coun- 
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sel  given  to  those  going  south,  to  employ  stimulants  to  counteract  the 
supposed  debilitating  influence  of  a  warm  climate  (which  has  no  mean 
authority  for  its  advocacy),  has  arisen  from  confounding  the  effect  of  the 
long-continued  heat,  with  that  of  first  impressions — the  one  bearing,  often 
calling  for  stimulants — the  other  (proceeding  directly  from  the  stimulus 
of  heat),  adding  to  and  heightening  all  the  injurious  effects  of  a  hot 
climate.  This  fatal  error  has  carried  millions  to  the  grave,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  do  so  until  men  reason  rightly  from  effects  to  causes.  Experi- 
ence upon  this  subject  lends  its  important  aid  and  confirms  the  value  of 
the  theory." 

"  There  is  a  valuable  lesson  furnished  us  upon  this  subject,  and  it  is 
by  the  native  or  acclimated  population  themselves,  and  none  are  more  to 
the  point — it  is  that  of  graduating  our  living  and  habits  by  that  standard 
which  unfailing  instinct  and  experience  have  taught  them  is  adapted  to 
their  positions.  This  is  a  universal  truth,  whose  single  exception  or 
prerequisite  is,  that  in  coming  from  a  cold  to  a  hot  climate,  the  calorific 
process  must  first  be  reduced  to  the  scale  of  the  native.  This  is  a  rule 
of  such  general  application,  so  reasonable,  so  often  proved  by  experi- 
ence, that  it  is  surprising  it  is  not  universally  enforced  upon  those 
changing  climates.  The  English  cockney,  in  contempt  of  what  he  calls 
native  effeminacy,  exposes  himself  without  an  umbrella  to  the  scorching 
rays  of  an  Indian  sun,  and  afterwards  quaffs  his  glass  and  gormandizes, 
as  in  the  invigorating  climate  of  London,  and  condemns  the  climate  for 
prostrating  him.  The  more  accommodating  Frenchman  confines  himself 
to  vegetables  and  soup,  and  withstands  influences  under  which  the  other 
sinks.  And  so  with  our  northern  brethren,  this  climate  has  to  stand  an- 
swerable for  all  the  sins  of  juleps  and  champagne — beef  and  bacon. 

"  Capt.  Parry,  in  his  perilous  voyages  to  discover  a  north  west  pas- 
sage, found  that  in  proportion  as  his  men  adopted  the  manners  and  habits 
of  the  indigenous  inhabitants,  so  did  they  with  the  more  facility  bear  the 
climate,  and  he  found  that  an  exclusive  animal  diet,  a  large  use  of  oil 
and  fat  meats,  was  the  true  secret  of  life  in  those  frozen  regions,  and  he 
expressed  his  conviction,  that  if  his  sailors  could  swill  blubber  oil  with 
as  much  gout  as  the  natives,  and  conform  to  their  usages  and  experience, 
they  would  escape  the  unhappy  destiny  of  the  many  men  who  have  win- 
tered in  those  icy  solitudes. 

"  And  how  afflictive  to  humanity  has  been  the  experience  afforded  by 
the  numberless  travellers  whose  lives  have  been  sacrificed  by  the  un- 
friendly climates  of  Africa  and  India  ;  unprepared  by  a  knowledge  of 
the  customs  of  the  natives,  or  the  requirements  of  climate,  they  have 
blundered  on  with  European  habits  tifl  death  has  put  a  period  to  their 
wanderings.  Such  too  has  lent  to  war  a  scourge  of  tenfold  devastation, 
from  the  ignorance  of  those  having  its  direction,  upon  this  subject. 
From  the  possession  of  this  knowledge,  the  rigors  of  an  arctic  winter 
have  now  no  terrors.  It  has  been  made,  with  a  detention  of  near  two 
years,  without  losing  a  man  ;  and  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  with  the 
same  attention  to  the  '  non-naturals,^  a  like  immunity  would  be  enjoyed  in 
the  south." 


VACCINATION   IN  SIAM. 


About  one  year  since,  we  sent  a  quantity  of  vaccine  virus  to  Dr.  Brad- 
ley, an  American  practitioner  in  the  missionary  service,  who  is  statione 


y 
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at  Bankok,  the  capital  city  of  the  kingdom  of  Siam.  It  is  needless  to 
remark  that  every  supposed  necessary  precaution  was  taken  to  keep 
the  matter  in  good  condition,  but  unfortunately  Dr.  Bradley  suffered  a 
severe  disappointment  in  not  succeeding  in  the  effort  to  reproduce  it. 
We  have  subjoined  a  letter  recently  received  from  him,  to  show  how  very 
important  it  is  that  vaccination  should  be  introduced  into  that  remote  re- 
gion of  the  old  world.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  four  or  five  months'  de- 
tention of  the  package,  of  which  he  speaks,  we  think  the  virus  would  not 
have  been  utterly  lost.  Any  suggestions  from  our  correspondents  in  re- 
lation to  the  best  and  surest  mode  of  transmitting  it,  would  be  gratefully 
received  by  the  editor.  Even  phials,  crusts,  and  quills,  variously  pre- 
pared, according  to  the  views  of  those  who  would  like  to  be  successful 
in  this  philanthropic  effort,  sent  to  this  office,  will  be  forthwith  transmitted 
to  the  address  of  Dr.  Bradley. 

The  following  is  the  letter  referred  to  : 

Bankok,  January  I9th,  1837. 
Dear  Sir, — Yours  of  February  22d,  1836,  and  the  vaccine  virus  ac- 
companying it,  came  to  hand  November  26th,  1836.  It  was  detained 
four  or  five  months  at  Singapore.  In  a  very  few  days  after  the  receipt 
of  the  virus,  I  gathered  together  children  enough  to  use  the  quills  of  one 
phial.  That  there  might  be  no  unnecessary  room  for  a  failure,  I  pur- 
sued precisely  your  plan  of  vaccinating,  as  described  in  your  letter. 
Not  one  of  the  first  lot  succeeded.  Accordingly  I  called  together  an- 
other flock  of  children,  many  different  from  the  first,  and  vaccinated  in 
both  arms,  by  puncture  in  one,  and  scarifying  in  the  other.  But  all  to  no 
effect.  It  was  an  entire  failure.  The  poor  people  and  the  great  were 
much  disappointed.  But  I  encouraged  them  with  the  hope  that  I  should 
soon  procure  more.  I  am  seeking  for  the  virus  from  all  quarters.  I 
fear  I  shall  fail  in  all.  If  the  vaccine  virus  could  be  once  well  intro- 
duced into  Siam,  it  would  be  the  greatest  of  all  eras  in  Siamese  his- 
tory. Smallpox  is  a  terrible  disease  among  them.  It  is  their  master 
waster  of  life.  Let  me  urge  you  to  make  further  trials  to  introduce  the 
virus  into  this  country.  The  phials  you  sent  were  merely  corked  and 
sealed.  Is  there  not  a  better  way  to  protect  the  matter  against  the  at- 
mosphere ?  I  would  propose  that  you  send  some  prepared  in  various 
ways,  and  let  me  have  a  trial  of  all.  Let  some  be  sent  on  quills,  some 
concreted,  some  in  scabs,  and  all  sealed  hermetically  and  perfectly  ex- 
cluded from  light.  Let  it  be  sent,  if  possible,  by  a  ship  bound  to  Siam, 
or  by  a  ship  that  will  reach  Singapore  in  June,  so  that  the  Arab  ships 
may  take  and  bring  it  hither. 

'v^I  would  now  gladly  write  you  further  on  the  wants  of  this  people  in 
relation  to  the  practice  of  medicine,  but  my  hands  are  so  full  that  I  must 
beg  to  be  excused  for  the  present.  I  have  prepared  a  report  of  my 
medical  services  in  Bankok  up  to  October  last,  and  sent  it  to  Rev.  C. 
Bridgeman,  editor  of  the  Chinese  Repository.  If  he  shall  judge  it 
worthy  of  publication,  I  would  refer  you  to  it  for  some  account  of  my 
humble  services,  and  the  wants  of  this  benighted  people.  I  will  en- 
deavor to  write  you  occasionally  on  matters  that  shall  interest  your  medi- 
cal readers.  V^ery  respectfully  yours, 
J.  V.  C.  Smith,  MD.  D.  B.  Bradley. 


Transactions  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Jfew  York. — Messrs. 
E.  W.  &  C.  Skinner,  of  Albany,  are  entitled  to  our  thanks  for  their  at- 
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tention  and  promptitude  in  forwarding"  Part  II.  of  Vol.  III.  of  the  So- 
ciety's Transactions.  It  is  indeed  a  valuable  periodical,  and  is  publish- 
ed by  these  ^  'ntlemen  annually.  Dr.  M'Naughton's  address  on  the 
progress  of  medicine  in  that  State  ;  the  prize  essay  on  the  "  influence  of 
trades,  professions  and  occupations  in  the  United  States,  in  the  produc- 
tion of  diseases,"  by  Dr.  M'Cready  ;  Observations  on  the  causes  of  the 
large  proportion  of  stillborn  children  in  our  large  cities,  compared  with 
those  of  London  ;  a  dissertation  explanatory  of  the  beauty  of  form,  by 
Prof.  Joslin  ;  and  statistics  of  the  blind  in  the  United  States,  are  each 
of  them  excellent,  and  will  be  read  with  much  satisfaction.  Beside 
these,  there  are  several  other  papers  of  merit,  but  which  we  have  yet 
had  no  opportunity  of  examining.  It  is  discoverable  in  these  Transac- 
tions, that  the  profession  in  the  empire  State  are  not  excelled  by  their 
neighbors. 

Lithoirilij. — In  performing  this  operation  lately  at  the  Hotel  Dieu, 
Paris,  M.  Roux  was  obliged  to  make  an  incision  to  extract  the  instru- 
ment. It  appears  that  at  the  first  eight  sittings  for  crushing  the  stone, 
no  accident  occurred  ;  but  on  the  ninth,  the  operator  having  seized  a 
fragment  of  the  calculus  between  the  branches  of  the  instrument,  unfor- 
tunately resolved  to  extract  it  entire.  The  instrument,  thus  charged, 
easily  passed  through  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  but  stuck  fast  in  the 
spongy  part  of  the  urethra,  and  every  attempt  to  disengage  it  only  pro- 
duced pain.  M.  Roux  decided  on  cutting  down  directly  on  the  point  of 
the  instrument,  which  was  done  in  a  ^qw  seconds,  and  the  fragment  of 
stone  disengaged  from  between  the  branches  and  extracted,  after  which 
no  difficulty  was  found  in  closing  and  withdrawing  the  instrument.  The 
patient  was  unwilling  to  submit  to  any  further  attempts  at  breaking  the 
fragments  which  remained.  This  case  exhibits  nothing  conclusive  against 
the  operation  itself,  as  M.  Roux  was  evidently  not  justified  in  attempting 
to  withdraw  the  instrument  with  a  portion  of  the  stone. 

Lobelia  Injlata. — This  article  has  lately  attracted  considerable  atten- 
tion in  England,  and  quite  a  controversy  is  carried  on  in  the  Lancet  re- 
specting the  introduction  of  its  use  into  that  country.  In  1832,  a  speci- 
men of  the  lobelia  prepared  by  the  Shakers  of  New  Lebanon,  N.  Y.  was 
presented  to  Dr.  Elliotson,  who  had  previously  used  the  article  for  the 
relief  of  spasmodic  asthma.  Dr.  E.  expressed  his  admiration  of  the 
perfect  state  in  which  the  plant  was  preserved,  and  immediatelv  ordered 
a  tincture  to  be  made,  which  was  prepared  by  Mr.  Whitlaw  as  follows  : 
R.  Lobelia  inflata,  1  pound  ;  rectified  spirits  of  wine,  O  iv.  ;  spirit  of 
nitrous  ether,  O  iv.  ;  spirit  of  sulph.  ether,  3  iv.  Macerate  for  fourteen 
days,  perfectly  excluded  from  the  light.  The  medicine  in  this  form  has 
since  been  successfully  used  by  Dr.  Elliotson,  at  St.  Thomas's  Hospital, 
in  various  cases  of  difficult  breathing. 


dCf^  During  the  alterations  at  the  corner  of  Franklin  street,  the  Journal  office 
may  be  found  at  74  Washington  street,  up  stairs. 

Died,— At  New  York,  Dr.  Talmadge  Sutherland,  49.— At  Rochester,  N.  Y., 
Dr.  Anson  Colman.— At  New  Haven,  Ct.  Sylvester  Wells,  M.D.,  aged  75— one 
of  the  oldest  physicians  in  the  State. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  .Inly  29,  31.     Males,  15— Females,  IG. 

Consumption,  3— Intlanimalion  of  tlic  hin^s,  1— palsy,  1— dysentery,  1— typhus  lever,  2— cholera 
infantum,  3— dropsy,  1— disease  of  the  liead,  1— teething,  1— accidental,  I— canker  in  the  bowels,  1 
—inflammation  of  the  bowels.  1— scarlet  fever,  ]— apoplexy  of  the  lungs,  1— cholera  morbus,  1— con- 
vulsions, 1— apoplexy,  1— paralysis,  1— hives,  1— dropsy  on  the  brain,   1— fits,  1— «tillboin,  2. 
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BERKSHIRE    MEDICAL   INSTITUTION. 

THE  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  for  1837,  will  commence  the  last  Thursday  in  August  and  continue 
thirteen  weeks. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Obstetrics,  by        -        -        -         -        H.  H.  Childs,  M.D. 

Pathological  Anatomy,  by----  -..  .  E.  Bartlett,  M.D. 

Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  by  -  -  -        .         -         .  David  Palmer,  M.D. 

Botany,  Chemistry  and  Natural  Philosophy,  by         -        -  -  -  C.  Dewey,  M.D. 

Surgery  and  Physiology,  by  .  -  .  .  .  .  W.  Parker,  M.D. 

General  and  Special  Anatomy,  by        -         -         -         -         ---R.  Watts,  Jr.,  M.D. 

Legal  Medicine,  by        ---..-..  ..  Hon.  Henry  Hubbard. 

Fee  for  the  Tickets  of  all  the  Professors,  $50.  Those  who  have  attended  two  full  courses  at  an 
incorporated  medical  school,  $10.     Graduation,  $16.     Board  not  exceeding  $2  per  week. 

By  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  passed  April,  1837,  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institu- 
tion is  constituted  an  Independent  Medical  College,  with  authority  to  confer  degrees,  and  the  graduates 
areentitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  which  pertain  to  the  medical  graduates  of  Harvard 
University. 

By  a  vote  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  passed  the  31st  of  May  last,  the  graduates  of  the 
Berkshire  »Medical  Institution,  are  ex  officio  entitled  to  admission  as  Fellows  of  said  Society. 

C.  DEWEY, 
July  19— 6l  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 

TO   MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

The  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  in  all  the  branches  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery.  A  suitable  room  will  be  provided,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  medical 
library,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  districts  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  Eye 
and  Ear  Infirmary,  and  of  attending  a  course  of  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye. 

A  regular  course  of  recitations  and  examinations  will  include  all  the  required  professional  works. 
Anatomical  instruction  and  private  dissection  will  form  a  prominent  part  in  the  study  of  the  pupile. 
For  further  information,  apply  to  either  of  the  subscribers.  JOHN  JEFFRIES,  M.D. 

R.  W.  HOOPER,  M.D. 
Franklin  Street,  J^ov.  9,  1836.  July  19— 6m  JOHN  H.  DIX,  M.D. 

MEDICAL    SCHOOL   OF  HARVARD    UNIVERSITY. 

THE  Medical  Lectures  in  Harvard  University  will  begin  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  November,  in 
Mason  street,  Boston,  at  9   o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  continue  thirteen  weeks.     For  the  following  four 
weeks,  the  Hospital  and  Dissecting  room  will  be  kept  open,  and  some  Lectures  will  be  given,  with- 
out additional  expense,  to  such  students  as  may  remain. 
The  following  Courses  of  Lectures  will  be  delivered  to  the  class  of  the  ensuing  season.        Fees. 
Anatomy,  and  the  Operations  of  Surgery,  by  John  C.  Warren,  M.D.  $15 

Chemistry,  by  John  W.  Webster,  M.D.  15 

Midwifery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  Walter  Channing,  M.D.  10 

Materia  Medica  and  Clinical  Medicine,  by  Jacob  Bigelow,  M.D.  10 

Principles  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  by  Geo.  Hayward,  M.D.  10 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  John  Ware,  M.D.  15 

By  an  additional  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  the  opportunities  for  the  study  of  Prac- 
tical Anatomy  are  now  placed  upon  the  most  liberal  footing,  and  an  ample  supply  of  subjects  for  the 
wants  of  science  will  be  legally  provided  at  a  small  expense. 

The  ^Massachusetts  General  Hospital  is  open  without  fee  to  students  attending  the  Lectures  of  the 
physicians  and  surgeons.  Clinical  Lectures  are  given  several  times  in  each  week,  and  surgical  opera- 
tions are  frequent. 

To  tlie  Medical  College  is  attached  a  Medical  Library,  a  costly  and  extensive  Chemical  Apparatus, 
and  Collections  illustrative  of  Midwifery,  Materia  Medica,  and  Healthy  and  Morbid  Anatomy. 

WALTER  CHANNING, 
Boston,  July  5,  1837.  tNov.  1.  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine 

NEW   aiEDICAL  BOOKS. 

WILL[.\M  D.  TICKNOR,  Medical  Bookseller,  coiner  of  Washington  and  School  streets,  has  just 
received,  Surgical  Observations  on  Tumors,  with  Cases  and  Operations  j  illustrated  with  many  col- 
ored engravings.     By  John  C.  Warren,  M.D.     Price  $4,50. 

A  Treatise  on  the  Malformations,  Injuries  and  Diseases  of  the  Rectum  and  Anus  ;  illustrated  with 
plates.    By  George  Bushe,  M.D.     Price  $3,25. 

Also  as  above,  may  be  found,  a  very  complete  assortment  of  Medical  Books,  which  will  be  sold  on 
the  most  reasonable  terms. 

June  14.  ____^^_^__^____ 

VERMONT  ACADEMY  OF  MEDICINE. 

THE  Autumnal  term  of  the  Vermont  Academy  of  Medicine  commences  on  Thursday,  the  10th  day 
of  August,  1837,  and  continues  thirteen  weeks. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Materia  Medica,  by         -        -       William  Tully,  M.D. 
Surgery,  Obstetrics,  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  by         -      Theodork  Woodward,  M.D. 

Chemistry  and  Natural  History,  by John  D'Wolf,  Jr.,  A.M. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by         .-...         -.  James  U.  Armsbv,  M.D. 

July  26— 3t 

THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
I).  CL\PP,  JR.  at  74  Washington  Street,  four  doors  south  of  City  Hall,  to  whom  all  communications 
must  be  addressed, ;;o.?t-pai(i.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  containing  the  weekly 
numbers  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  S.MITII,  M.D.  Editor.— Price  $3,00  a 
vear  in  advance,  $3.50  after  three  months,  and  $4,00  if  not  jiaid  within  the  year.— Agents  allowed 
every  se  vent  hcopy  gratis. — Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
satisfactory  reference.— Postage  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 
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ACARUS  SCABIF.I,  9S,  123 
Acclimation,  Dr.  Barton  on,  47 
Amativeness  versus  plirciioiojiy,  155 
Amaurosis,  caiiti-rization  of"  tiie  eye  for,  403 
American  tneflicnl  association,  3t)8 
Amputations,  22{i,  :io4  ;  double,  231 
Anatomy,  special,  IGl 
Aneurism,  singular  case  of,  51  ;  of  the  sub- 
clavian artery,  lOl  ;  treated  by  ligature, 
178 
Animal  bodies,  preservation  of,  257 
Animal  substances,  preservation  of,  163 
Annoyances,  professional,  287 
Apocynum,  botanical  description  of, 58, 112 
Appointments,    medical,   34,   81  ;     naval, 

177  ;  in  ilie  army,  210 
Ardent  spirits,  effects  of  on  infusorise,  257 
Arrow-wood,  Indian, 202 
Arteria  innoniinata,  ligature  of,  101 
Asthma  thymicum,  G 
Atlas,  white  race  of,  403 

Bandage,  successful  use  of,  77 

Eansor  ^ledical  Association,  370 

Bathing,  hot,  300;  vapor,  301 

Berkshire  .Medical  Irisiitution,  323 

Bigelow,  Dr.  J.     Health  of  Boston,  405 

Bladder  and  vagina,  laceration  of,  85 

Blind,  institution  for,  227 

Bonesetters,  natural.  2'9 

Books,  medical,  211.  :53S,  355 

Boston,  health  of,  82;  health  of,  in  1837, 
405;  medical  lectures  in,  418 ;  bills  of 
mortality,  209 

Botany,  niedical,  58 

Bowdoin  College,  medical  degrees  at,  115 ; 
lectures  at,  171') 

Boylsion  medical  questions,  20,50,401,417 

Boylston  Medical  Society,  227 

Brain,  congestion  of,  new  mode  of  remov- 
ing, 351  ;  functions  of,  2G1  ;  formation 
of,  2ti7  ;  hydatid  cyst  in,  373 

Brandreth's  pills,  178 

Burns  and  scalds,  treatment  of,  205 

Burns,  deformity  succeeding,  20G 

CsEsarcan  operation,  290;  after  death  of 
the  mother,  30G 

Calculi,  biliary,  remarkable  case  of,  3G2 

Cancer,  treated  by  couiua),  1G5  ;  of  the 
perils,  245 

Candles,  poisonous,  97 

Canna  coccinea,  3Sl 

Carpei-ter,  Dr.  B.  Cases  of  uterine  inflam- 
mation, 233 

Cataract,  Maunnir  on,  338 

Cerebral  disturbance,  with  demonomania,8 

Chemislry,  professorship  of,  50 

China,  diseases  of,  97 

Cholera,  in  Naples,  82  ;  in  Central  Ameri- 
ca, 14G  ;  in  Eurojie,  194  ;  in  Africa,  403 

Cholera  infaiituni,  prize  essay  on,  1 17,  133, 
149 

Circulation,  new  theory  of,  1G2 

Conium  for  the  palliation  of  cancer,  165 


Consumption,  pulmonary,  51  ;  in  the  West 

Iiirlies,  159 
Cowpo.x  and  measles  at  the  same  time,  307 
Crania,  American.  249 
Creosote  as  a  reii.ed)'.  111  ;  in  uterine  he- 

m<irrhage,  203 
Cuba,  a  resort  for  invalids,  07 
Cupping,  comparative  pain  of,  340 

Dartmouth  College,  227 
Davenport,  Dr.  E.  J.     Cfmgenital   oscilla- 
tion of  the  eye-ball,  174  ;   polypi   in  the 
meatus  audiioriiis    externus,  235 ;    stra- 
bismus, with  double  vision,  253  ;  second- 
ary v.-iriolous   ophthahnia,  335;   case  of 
syphilitic  iritis,  378 
Delirium  tremens,  prize  essay  on,  273,  293 
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TREATMENT   OF  SCALD-HEAD, 

EMPLOYED    BT    M.    JADELOT,    AT    THE    CHILDREN'S     HOSPITAL,    PARIS. 

A  CONSIDERABLE  number  of  works  has  been  published  on  the  treat- 
iTient  of  tinea,  the  majority  of  which  has  served  no  other  purpose  tlian 
to  introduce  to  the  notice  of  practitioners  a  variety  of  empirical  reme- 
dies, which  they  still  employ,  ahhouirh  most  of  them  have  long  since 
been  demonstrated  to  possess  little  or  no  value.  The  researches  of 
Willan  and  his  successors  have  made  us  acquainted  with  the  elementary 
lesions  which  characterize  tinea,  and  have  established  a  classification 
which,  at  least,  has  the  practical  merit  of  showing  that  each  species  of 
this  complaint  requires  a  separate  method  of  treatment,  while  it  explains 
why  a  great  number  of  remedies  were  successful  in  certain  cases,  and 
failed  in  others. 

According  to  the  classification  adopted  by  Brett,  Rayer,  Cazenave, 
and  Schedel,  the  term  "tinea"  comprehends  several  cutaneous  affec- 
tions which  have  their  seat  in  the  hairy  scalp.  The  form  of  vesicle 
constitutes  the  elementary  lesion  in  one  species,  producing  eczema. 
The  other  form  appears  as  the  result  of  a  pustular  eruption.  The 
latter  sometimes  assumes  a  peculiar  character,  becoming  assembled  to- 
gether in  what  are  called  "  favi,"  and  thus  produce  the  true  porrigo. 
The  more  mild  forms  of  tinea  constitute  the  two  varieties  of  im[)etigo, 
which  almost  always  attack  both  the  scalp  and  the  face  at  the  same 
time.  It  is  to  the  latter  that  the  treatment  of  M.  Jadelot  is  applicable, 
the  tinea  favosa  generally  requiring  the  much  more  tedious  and  expen- 
sive method  of  cure  professed  by  the  "  Brothers  Mahon,"  in  whose 
hands  it  still  remains  a  secret. 

In  many  cases  the  simple  forms  of  tinea  readily  yield  to  the  treat- 
ment which  is  commonly  employed  ;  but  it  must  be  confessed  that  in 
many  other  cases  they  are  extremely  rebellious.  It  addition  to  this  it 
may  be  remarked,  that  the  uncertainty  and  length  of  the  treatment  in 
general  use  have  very  often  the  effect  of  preventing  the  children  of  the 
poorer  class  (to  which  they  almost  exclusively  belong)  from  having  re- 
course to  any  medical  advice  whatever.  Under  these  circumstances  it 
is  desirable  to  find  a  method  of  treatment  which  shall  at  once  be  cheap, 
and  not  require  the  length  of  time  that  is  generally  employed.  That  of 
M.  Jadelot,  though  but  little  known,  has  the  merit  of  possessing  the 
above  advantages,  and  we  can  bear  testimony  to  its  efficacy,  from  hav- 
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6  Asthma  Thymicum. 

ing  seen  it  employed  with  considerable  success  at  the  Hospital  des  En- 
fans  Maine! es. 

When  the  eruption  presents  any  of  tlie  characters  of  an  acute  affec- 
tion, M.  Jadelot  coMiniences  by  combatting  these  with  cataplasms,  with 
fiequent  lotions  of  some  emollient  fluid  (decoction  of  mallows,  &.C.), 
will)  bailis.  When  the  chronic  stage  has  arrived,  he  first  removes  the 
crusts  by  an  application  of  poultices,  continued  for  two  or  three  days  ; 
the  hair  is  then  closely  shaved,  and  this  hitter  operation  is  performed 
twice  a  week  during  the  course  of  the  treatjnent. 

The  child's  head  must,  now,  be  washed  twice  a  day  with  the  follow- 
ing lotion  :     Sulphnret  of  potassium,  one  drachm  ;  water,  one  pint. 

And  after  each  ablution  a  thin  layer  of  the  following  liniment  should 
be  applied  over  the  diseased  spois:  R.  Sidphuret  of  potassium,  three 
drachms ;  soap,  two  drachms  ;  oil  of  pavo,  six  ounces  ;  oil  of  thyme, 
one  scruple. 

Having  liquified  the  soap,  dissolve  the  sulphuret  of  potassium  in  the 
oil,  and  then  add  the  volatile  oil.  The  liniment  alone  is  often  sufBcient 
fur  the  cure  of  recent  cases  of  eczema  and  impetigo.  The  lotion,  how- 
ever, aids  and  abrirlges  the  treatment. 

VVhen  the  children,  in  addition  to  tinea,  are  affected  with  some  other 
cutaneous  eruption,  it  will  be  right  to  employ  sulphur  baths  ;  or,  when 
the  parents  are  too  poor  to  have  recourse  to  the  latter,  ablution  of  the 
affected  parts,  with  the  sulphuretted  lotion  above  mentioned,  may  be 
substituted  in  their  place.  Since  the  first  of  January,  1837,  M.  Jadelot 
has  subujitted  fifteen  girls,  affected  with  tinea,  resident  in  the  hospital, 
and  all  the  out-patients,  to  this  method  of  treatment.  The  mean  time 
required  for  a  cure,  which  was  generally  obtained,  varied  from  eight  to 
fifteen  days.  In  a  single  case  the  treatment  was  prolonged  to  two 
months. 

As  to  tiyien  favosa,  properly  so  called,  the  same  method  employed  in 
a  few  cases,  was  always  attended  with  a  notable  improvement,  and,  pro- 
bably, would  have  triumphed,  at  len^jth,  over  the  obstinacy  of  the  com- 
plaint, had  circumstances  permitted  its  being  continued  for  six,  twelve, 
or  even  eighteen  months,  the  time  often  requiied  lor  the  cure  of  this 
disease  by  the  celebrated  treatment  of  the  "  Brothers  Mahon." — Gaz. 
Med.  de  Paris. 


ASTHMA  THYiMICUM. 

The  following  case,  from  the  London  Lancet,  illustrates  a  disease  which 
has  lately  been  noticed  by  different  individuals  in  England,  and  which 
may  not,  perha|)s,  be  very  uncommon  among  us.  It  has  l)een  called  by 
some  "  Laryngismus  Stridulus,"'  and  by  others,  A'^thma  Thymicum. 

"  The  infant  child  of  Mr.  R.,  of  Queen  street,  Chea|)side,  between 
eight  and  nine  months  old,  affected  with  hooping  cough,  was  frequently 
seized  with  sudden  and  alarming  fits  of  suffocation,  but  which  lasted  only 
for  a  few  minutes.  On  one  of  these  occasions  I  was  hastily  sent  for, 
the  parents  thinking  their  child  to  be  in  a  dying  stale,  but,  on  my  arri- 


Case  of  Epilepsy.  1 

val,  the  attack  had  subsided,  leaving  the  little  patient  apy)arently  as  well 
as  usual.  1  imagined  tlinl  some  viscid  mucus,  adhering;  to  the  lima 
glottis,  had  been  the  cniipc,  jind  that  the  sepaialion  of  it  had  aflbided 
cqu;diy  sudden  relief.  Fi-e(]uent  alarming  and  sudden  attacks  have  suh- 
secjuenlly  recurred,  and  subsided  before  medical  attendance  could  he 
procured.  However,  on  Friday  last,  alihouL;!)  the  child  was  improving 
in  its  general  heahh,  and  the  hoopini,'  cough  was  imich  abated,  without 
any  previous  appearance  of  indisposition,  another  of  these  attacks  oc- 
curred, and  in  a  few  minutes  the  infant  was  a  cor|isp.  I  had  permission 
to  examine  the  body,  when  1  founfl  that  the  only  deviation  from  a  nor- 
mal state  was  an  enlartiement  of  the  thymus  glanri,  which  filled  the 
whole  of  ihe  anterior  nu^diastinuni,  pressing  upon  the  bronchial  tubes, 
the  niferior  portion  of  the  gland  covering  the  apex  of  the  heart,  and  be- 
ins,  firndv  adherent  to  the  pericardium,  which  contained  more  fluid  than 
usual.  Tiie  lining  membrane  of  the  trachea  was  slightly  vascular,  as  it 
always  is  in  hooping  cough,  but  I  found  no  other  appearance  of  disease. 
The  i;;land  weighed  eight  drachms  and  five  grains,  but  the  structin-e  was 
natural.  Wm.  Hughes. 


CASE   or   EPILEPSY. 

January,  1837,  a  negro  glil  fourteen  years  of  age,  was  brought  from 
an  adjoining  county,  to  Professor  Dudley,  of  [jexinglon,  Ky.,  for  ihe 
purpose  of  having  an  ojieration  performed  on  her  head.  The  apology 
lorilie  visit,  wiili  the  specified  object,  was  offered  in  distressing  epileptic 
convidsions  ;  a  consequence  of  an  injury  done  the  cranium  in  the  early 
part  of  Septendier  last.  The  girl  was  engaged  with  the  windlass  of  a 
well,  diawing  water,  when  the  iron  crank  escaped  from  her  hands,  and 
inflicted  several  successive  blows  upon  the  right  side  of  the  head,  about 
the  centre  of  the  parietal  bone — knocking  her  down,  lliere  was  no 
external  manifestation  of  a  wound,  the  inteuuiuents  being  simply  con- 
tu>:e(l.  In  a  very  few  days  the  injiny  Wiis  followed  by  fits  of  the  epi- 
leptic order,  recurring  ahuost  hourly,  ami  continuing  fioni  six  to  ten 
minutes,  when  they  suddenly  retired.  These  decided  evidences  of  ner- 
vous derangement  continued  up  to  the  time  she  came  to  Lexiuiitm  for 
relief  by  the  trephine.  Professor  Dudley  has  operated  upon  a  nuudier 
of  cases,  wherein  ei)ilepsy  (blloued  injuries  of  the  head  ;  in  some  in- 
stances removing'  depressed  hagments  of  bone,  ;md  in  others  eviicuating 
collections  of  water,  both  froui  without  and  within  the  dura  mater,  the 
treatment  resuiiing  in  complete  success.  The  atlendini;  surgeons  of  ibis 
patient  thought  the  case  a  proper  one  for  such  treatment.  Professor 
Dudley  examined  her,  and  could  detect  no  evidences  of  a  stale  of  tbiuL'S 
deuianding  the  applicatioti  of  instruments,  with  the  exception  of  a  putFy, 
diseased,  and  |)ainlul  condition  of  the  scalp  over  and  al)ont  the  oiiginal 
se;it  of  the  blows.  She  complained  of  constant  pain  in  the  b(?;id,  and 
her  intellect  was  not  disturbed  except  dming  the  paroxysms  of  pain.  She 
was  in  the  hands  of  a  physician,  as  well  as  of  a  surgeon — and  the  na- 
ture of  the  malady  was  examined  upon  philosophical  principles,  with 
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acute  and  skilful  judgirient.  She  was  of  an  age  when  an  injury,  not 
very  serious  otherwise,  might  have  caused  in  the  pailicular  sex,  a  dis- 
turbance of  the  digestive  organs — which  mii^ht  result  in  the  manifest 
symptoms.  Tlie  hepatic  functions  were  clearly  arrested,  to  a  very  con- 
siderable extent,  while  a  disguised  train  of  the  sym|)toms  of  hysteria 
were  not  less  prominent.  A  medical  treatment  was  at  once  adopted — 
she  was  ordered  purgative  medicine,  to  be  taken  two  or  three  limes  a 
week,  composed  of  calomel  and  aloes,  -aa  grs.  viij.  with  light  regimen, 
consisting  of  milk  and  bread,  potatoes,  turnips,  carrots  and  fruits,  all 
well  cooked.  The  design  being  to  pursue  this  practice  some  six  weeks, 
or  two  inonths,  and  then,  should  no  alleviation  be  perceived,  to  cut  down 
through  the  injured  parts  to  seek  the  cause  of  the  disease  in  the  head. 
Two  (loses  of  the  medicine  were  not  exhibited,  when  a  most  happy  im- 
pression was  made  on  the  disease.  An  immediate  subsidence  of  all  the 
fits,  with  direct  improvement  of  the  head,  followed  the  three  first  days  ; 
while  rapid  and  undoubted  return  of  health  continued  to  be  manifested 
up  to  the  time  she  left  town — some  three  weeks  after  the  practice  was 
instituted. —  Transi/lvania  Med.  Jour. 


CASE  OF  DEMONOMANIA,  WITH   CEREBRAL  DISTURBANCE. 

BY    PLACIDO    PORTAL,    M.D.,    ETC. 
[Translated  from  the  Italian,  for  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Rosa  Cinexis,  a  countrywoman  aged  36,  of  a  nervous  temperament 
with  a  bilious  idiosyncrasy,  of  feeble  constitution,  ordinary  stature,  dark 
complexion,  black  hair,  eyebrows  and  eyelashes,  small  forehead,  ches- 
nut  eyes,  contracted  pupils,  aquiline  nose,  and  large  mouth,  was  in  1830 
received  for  the  second  time  into  the  Royal  Madhouse  at  Palermo,  la- 
boring under  furious  demonomania.  The  cerebral  attacks  were  renew- 
ed three  or  four  times  a  week,  and  with  constantly  increasing  violence. 

A  thorough  examination  being  instituted,  there  was  not  found  upon 
the  surface  of  her  body  the  least  trace  of  previous  disease,  except  some 
herpetic  spots,  apparently  superficial,  upon  the  head.  In  this  obscurity 
as  to  the  cause  of  her  madness,  we  with  difficulty  traced  it  back,  in  the 
account  given  by  her  parents,  to  a  sudden  retrocession  of  the  honey- 
comb scab,  with  which  she  had  been  affected  ;*  and  they  further  stated 
that  she  had  had  no  children  from  her  marriage,  and  for  several  years 
had  suffered  from  prolapsus  of  the  vagina,  but  without  positive  distur- 
bance from  it.  Notwithstanding  this,  while  she  was  in  our  establish- 
ment llie  catamenia  were  ictiular  ;  the  disease,  during  the  same,  being 
wholly  unaliered,  both  in  form  and  intensity. 

In  commencing  the  treatment,  we  clearly  saw  the  necessity  of  recall- 
ing upon  the  head  the  receded  scab  ;  and  employed,  though  vainly, 
every  means,  topically  and   generally.     Yet   in  order  to  weaken   the 

•  In  connection  with  this  most  interpsiinp  circunistance,  I  may  mention,  as  somewhat  rare,  an  in- 
stance wiUiin  my  knowled(.'e,  nf  a  child,  now  6  or  7  years  old,  idiotic,  or  intlii  r  non  compos,  from 
her  second  year,  when  a  "  scabby  eruption,"  upon  the  head  chiefly,  disappeared  during  a  course  of 
treatment  by  direct  applications. — Tbawslatoe. 
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force  of  tlie  morbid  paroxysms,  and  to  guard  afjainst  injury  to  llie  brain 
from  the  sreat  afflux  of  blood  at  those  times,  bleeding  in  the  feet  was 
aflvised,and  leeches  were  applied  to  the  mastoid  processes;  yet,  though 
the  blood  flowed  abundantly,  no  beneBt  was  obtained.  JNor  was  any 
advantage  derived  from  the  administration  of  drinks  with  tarlarized  anti- 
mony, tartrated  lemonade,  pediluvia  of  very  hot  water  with  mustard 
and  vinei^ar,  sinapisms  to  the  thighs  and  legs,  general  tepid  baths,  and 
the  ap[)Iicaiion  of  ice  in  a  bladder  upon  the  head,  according  to  the  re- 
percussive  method.  The  j^atient,  nevertheless,  ate,  digested  food  well, 
and  the  alvine  dejections  took  place  naturally. 

In  the  cerebral  attacks  one  most  curious  phenomenon  observed,  was 
her  irresistible  instinct  for  beating  her  liead  violently  upon  the  pavement, 
or  against  the  walls  of  her  apartment,  thinking  thus  to  drive  away  the 
devil  from  her  body,  as  she  held  him  to  be  the  first  mover  of  all  her 
suffering.  And  indeed,  wonderful  to  relate,  instead  of  experiencing 
pain  and  discomfort  from  such  a  proceeding,  she  appeared  to  derive 
pleasure  from  it,  never  being  heard  to  complain.  The  force  with  which 
she  dashed  her  head  against  the  walls,  was  such  as  to  lacerate  the  in- 
teguments, and  produce  contusions,  which  being  attended  with  extrava- 
sations of  blood,  occasioned  uneven  tumors  between  the  hairy  scalp  and 
the  aponeurotic  cap.  ]\or  did  the  frightful  scene  ever  end  without  fre- 
quent and  deep  sighs,  which  were  followed  by  a  calm,  and  a  de|)ression, 
such  as  follows  protracted  disease;  and  this  continued  as  long  as  the 
exhaustion. 

In  order  to  break  the  vicious  chain  of  such  a  morbid  habit,  she  was 
confined  by  the  straight  waistcoat ;  a  means,  the  mere  sight  of  which 
attests  the  disadvantages  which  terror  brings  with  it  in  all  ordinary  ma- 
niacs. Nevertheless,  it  was  not  in  the  least  regarded  by  Cinexis.  IVor 
was  it  omitted  to  make  her  sleep  in  a  dark  and  secure  chamber;  also  in 
a  cradle  invented  by  Baron  Pisani,  the  praiseworthy  director  of  the 
establishment.  But  no  good  resulted  fiom  these  expedients,  for  the 
patient  was  hardly  released  from  her  confinement,  before  she  hastened 
again  to  beat  her  head  upon  the  pavement. 

It  is  to  be  noticed,  that  every  time  the  accessions  were  repeated,  the 
face  became  red,  the  eyes  sparkling,  the  pupils  contracted,  the  pulse 
quick  and  vibrating,  and  the  whole  body  affected,  as  if  by  general  con- 
vulsions. At  such  periods  she  first  wept,  shrieked,  and  screamed,  call- 
ing peo[)le  to  her  aid,  and  then  abandoned  herself  to  her  unfortunate 
habit;  and  if,  from  being  watched,  she  could  not  effect  this  at  the  mo- 
ment, she  studied  to  do  it  at  another  lime,  when  supposing  herself  free 
and  alone.  This  vicious  association  of  automatic  determinations,  so  to 
call  it,  seems  to  me,  in  fact,  not  to  depend  upon  the  will ;  but  to  con- 
stitute the  principal  symptom  of  insanity  so  inveterate,  as  well  as  a  prin- 
cipal obstacle  to  the  cure.  Our  patient,  because  prevented  from  dash- 
ing her  head  against  the  wall,  passed  immediately  to  the  strongest  acts 
of  fury,  and  soon  after  fell  to  weeping.  During  this  her  face  became 
convulsed,  and  her  physiognomy  showed  the  marks  of  profound  grief. 

The  hairy  scalp  has,  from  the  repeated  bruising,  besides  being  strong- 
ly adherent  to  the  subjacent  bones,  become  almost  of  a  horny  consist- 
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ence  ;  and  in  the  parts  most  exposed,  namely,  the  occi|)ital  and  parietal, 
bahhiess  already  appeared.  And  here  let  it  be  considered,  that  ordina- 
rily such  conliisions  upon  the  head  render  themselves  in  some,  nay, 
many  cases,  formidahle  or  fatal.  Fiom  tlie  delicate  strncture  ol"  the 
brain  and  its  membranes,  ihey  are  capable,  at  such  times,  of  feeling 
more  sensibly  than  any  other  |)aris  of  the  hody,  the  effects  of  the  mor- 
bid vital  concentration,  and  this  phlogistic  turgidity  always  iiiiroduces  us 
to  a  terrific  scene.  Psot  so  with  the  repealed  contusions  in  our  patient. 
There  resulted  from  these,  external  tumors  with  extravasation  of  hiood  ; 
for  the  cure  of  which,  resolvents,  so  called,  being  found  useless,  we 
have  been  exceediniL,ly  aided  four  times,  in  the  course  of  eighteen 
tnontJH,  by  large  incisions,  wdiich  always  gave  escape  to  some  confined 
rlois  (){'  hlood.  It  is  reinarkiihle  that  llie  madness  of  Cinexis  was  never 
observed  to  diminish  in  intensity  dming  the  external  disease,  while  ihe 
other  patients  in  ihe  esial)lishnient  have  recf)vered  their  reason  when 
cured  hy  external  affections,  and,  these    last    being   healed,  lo'^t  it  again. 

As  to  liie  influence  ol  llie  seasons  and  of  atm()s|)heric  changes  in  the 
production  or  aggravation  of  su'-h  ceiebral  disorders,  we  learn  Irom  Hip- 
pocrates, Aretaeus  and  Celsus,  that  furious  mania  is  developed  more  pe- 
culiarly in  summer  and  in  aulumn  ;  and  from  otheis  we  learn  that  mel- 
ancholy manifests  ilseli  in  autuimi.  and  insanity  in  winter.  As  great 
cold,  so  again  great  heat,  of  the  seasons  affects  the  insane  disadvania^'e- 
ously.  In  our  above-menlioned  eslahlishnieiil  we  have  noticed  a  thou- 
sand times  a  sensible  change  in  the  unfortunates  at  the  blowing  of  the 
mountain  wind.  Charles  XI.  lost  his  reason,  only  by  being  exposed  to 
the  strong  rays  of  the  sun  ;  and  this  same  Cinexis,  when  in  summer  the 
south  winds  blew,  especially  the  noisome  sirocco,  that  paragon  of  the 
simoon'.,  fell  quickly  into  more  frequent  cerebral  accessions  ;  the  propen- 
sity to  heat  her  head  redoubled;  while  nolhini;  in  that  stale  afforded  her 
relief  but  cold  affusions  upon  the  head,  and  cold  fonientaiions  according 
to  Schmucker's  method  ;  the  douche  being  tried,  but  never  with  ad- 
vantage. 

In  October,  1833,  she  was  seized  with  a  diarrhcEa  so  obstinate 
against  every  remedy  (antispasmodics  and  astringents  being  given,  the 
former  to  assuage  the  disease,  and  the  latter  to  repair  the  consequences), 
that  the  poor  creature  lost  her  strength,  and  became  greatly  prostrated. 
Nor  was  benefit  derived  from  such  a  diarrhoea,  which  in  our  other  pa- 
tients, by  making  of  the  intestines  a  centre  of  revulsion,  as  it  were,  and 
diminishing  the  afOux  to  the  brain,  always  mitigates  the  accesses  of  the 
malady  ;  on  the  coiiiiary,  in  her  it  has  not  onfy  increased  the  frequency 
of  the  paroxysms,  but  has  even  rendered  them  more  intense,  augment- 
ing ibe  evil  pro|)ens!ty  above  mentioned. 

[The  narrative  of  the  case  here  terminates  ;  the  memoir,  from  which 
the  above  was  extracted,  being  |)idjlishcd  at  this  stage  of  it.  In  the 
report  of  the  autopsy,  published  subsequently,  it  is  merely  prefaced 
that  the  patient  at  no  time  complained  of  pains  in  the  chest,  nor  suf- 
fered from  fever,  nor  bloody  or  |)urulenl  expectoration:  but  that  she 
gradually  emaciated,  the  tendency  to  beat  her  head  at  the  same  tinie 
ceasinii.     The  author  attributes  much  of  the  morbid  lesion  discovered 
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post  mortem,  to  a  chronic  phlegmasia  commencing   with  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  cliaril)cea  above  mentioned. — Translator.] 

Cadaveric  Autoysy  of  Rosa  Cinexis. — Tliis  took  place  on  the  1st  of 
March,  1834,  thai  is,  (19  days  after  the  publication  of  ilie  above  memoir. 
Death  occurred  the  day  before. 

Eaenial  appcarances.--Gene\\.\\  emaciation  ;  remarkable  want  of 
rigidity  in  the  muscles  of  the  lower  extremities  ;  lesions  from  pressure 
over  the  trochanters  and  os  sacrum  ;  vibices,  or  gangrenous  marks  on 
the  dorsum  of  the  left  foot  ;  superficial  herpetic  spots  upon  the  head  ; 
baldness,  and  scars  from  the  repeated  incisions  over  the  left  parietal 
bone  ;   the  hairy  scalp  hard,  and  adherent  to  the  subjareni  bone. 

Uead. — Scalp  exiiemely  harrl,  and  as  it  were  cartilaginous  under  the 
knife,  adherent  to  the  lei't  parietal  and  the  occipital  bone  ;  no  change  ol 
color  or  consistence  in  the  external  lamina  of  the  bones  ;  a  marked 
prominence  of  the  sagittal  suture;  depression  of  the  temporal  bones, 
occipital  protuberance  sufficiently  developed  ;  the  pericranium  harder 
and  thicker  than  natural  ;  the  cranial  bones  while  as  ivory,  hard  and  des- 
titute of  diploe,  but  more  thickened  and  solid  at  the  pails  which  had 
been  most  beaten  ;  in  the  internal  lamina,  the  furrows  correspontliug  to 
the  large  vessels  ramifying  in  the  dura  mater,  were  little  pronounced. 
Between  the  cranium  and  dma  inaler  there  was  about  half  a  pint  of  se- 
rosity  ;  the  glandule  Pacchioni  enlarged  ;  the  vessels  of  the  dura  ma- 
ter dilated  and  injected  with  blood,  the  arachnoid  similarly  injected,  and 
indurated,  especially  in  the  portion  corresponding  to  the  left  anterior  and 
posterior  lobe  of  the  cerebrum,  where  the  injection  was  very  remarka- 
ble. In  the  superior  longitudinal  sinus  there  was  found  a  laise  mem- 
brane like  a  lumbricus,  four  inches  long,  and  as  thick  as  a  writing  quill, 
slightly  transparent,  and  enclosing  a  yellowish  matter  of  the  consistence 
of  the  white  of  an  egg  ;  while  a  tissue  of  very  fine  filaments  connect- 
ed the  false  membrane  with  each  hemisphere  of  the  biain,  the  sinus 
beinic  generally  much  distended  with  bloody  coagula.  The  lateral  sinus 
was  dilated  to  three  times  the  normal  size,  and  exhibited  a  solt,  polypous 
concretion. 

The  cortical  substance  of  the  brain  was  soft,  and  somewhat  dark-col- 
ored, while  the  contiguous  medullary  portion  was  very  white,  and  so 
hard  as  to  resist  strongly  to  the  touch  ;  and  the  blood  dripped  from  it, 
which  is  obiserved  only  in  cases  of  organic  lesion.  The  corpora  striata 
and  callosum,  and  the  optic  thalami,  were  found  natural.  A  little  serosi- 
ty  was  collected  in  the  ventricles;  the  pineal  gland,  somewhat  enlarged, 
presented  the  color  of  r'oasted  coffee.  Finally,  the  cerebral  nerves,  es- 
pecially the  optic,  were  lucid,  resisting,  and  thicker  than  ordinary  ;  the 
medulla  oblongata  and  spinalis,  natural. 

Chest. — The  costal  pleui-a  somewhat  reddened  throughout  ;  the  lungs 
in  some  points  gray,  in  others  livid,  moi-e  voluminous  than  ordinary  ; 
their  substance  suppurated,  and,  particularly  in  the  left  lung,  entirely 
gone.  The  heart  in  a  natural  state,  but  in  its  left  ventiicle  were  found 
coagula,  and  two  yellow  polypi  as  large  as  filberts  ;  the  ]ai"ge  vessels 
natural. 

Abdomen. — The  omentum  reddish,  with  spots  of  a  brownish  red ;  the 
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mesentery  of  a  similar  appearance,  and  its  glands  varying  from  the  size 
of  French  beans  to  that  of  filberts.  The  intestines  red  externally  and 
distended  with  air,  especially  tiie  ileum  and  colon  ;  their,  mucous  mem- 
brane slightly  red  ;  the  stomach  containing  many  worms  ;  the  gall-blad- 
der full  of  bile  ;  the  liver  harder  than  ordinary  ;  and  the  spleen  and 
pancreas  of  ordinary  size.  The  kidneys  were  atrophied,  three  inches 
long  and  an  inch  and  a  half  thick,  of  a  figure  nearly  cylindrical,  with 
their  internal  substance  white,  lardaceous,  cerebriform,  and  yielding  to 
the  knife  with  difficulty.  The  ureters  were  natural  ;  the  bladder  very 
small,  its  internal  mucous  membrane  full  of  remarkable  sugar,  and  indu- 
rated, with  the  bloodvessels  varicose,  especially  in  the  posterior  part  cor- 
responding to  the  rectum. 

Genital  organs. — The  external  parts  natural,  except  the  prolapse  of 
the  vagina.  The  uterus  atrophied,  of  the  size  of  a  chesnut,  as  hard  as 
cartilage  throughout,  and  very  white  ;  the  os  tincae  sufficiently  small  and 
contracted,  and  sprinkled  with  red  spots.  The  internal  structure  of  the 
uterus  degenerated,  indurated,  and  tlie  mucous  membrane  sprinkled  with 
red  spots.  The  ligaments  and  ovaries  were  indurated  also,  the  ligaments 
being  lucid,  like  mother  of  pearl. 


IDENTITY,   SLEEP  AND   DREAMING. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  case  of  Somnambulism  that  lately  appeared  in  the  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal,  presents  some  topics  for  speculation  which  may 
not  be  unprofitable  to  bring  before  your  readers. 

The  following  questions  have  suggested  themselves  to  me,  as  most 
worthy  of  consideration. 

1st.  How  was  personal  identity  affected  by  his  state  ? 

2d.  What  was  the  actual  condition  of  the  intellect  ? 

3d.  How  did  it  differ  from  sleep,  from  dreaming,  from  the  wak- 
ing state  ? 

4th.  What  relation  did  it  bear  to  certain  forms  of  insan'ty  ? 

5th.  Can  any  inference  be  drawn  from  these  phenomena,  explanatory 
of  the  connection  between  mind  and  body? 

Our  notion  of  personal  identity  arises  from  a  similar  process  of  the 
mind  to  that  which  gives  us  the  idea  of  extension  or  duration.  It  is  in 
consequence  of  the  continued  observation  of  what  passes  within  us,  as 
the  latter  is  of  what  passes  without.  Every  act  of  sensation  or  voli- 
tion is  accompanied  with  an  idea  different  from  that  sensation  or  voli- 
tion tseir.  This  idea  is  a  new  sensation  ;  it  is,  that  the  mind  feels  or 
wills,  independent  of  ivhat  it  feels  or  wills.  And  this  feeling  is  what 
ronstiiutcs  consciousness.  The  continued,  uninterru|ited  observation 
that  the  mind  feels,  or  acts,  constitutes  identity  while  it  lasts.  When 
consciousness  of  our  feelings  or  actions  is  suspended,  and  again  renewed, 
it  is  in  consequence  of  memory  acting  on  attending  circumstances,  that 
gives  rise  to  the  belief  that  we  are  the  same  persons  that  l)ave  such  and 
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sucli  thoughts  and  feelings,  and  will  to  do  such  and  such  actions  now, 
who  formerly  thought  and  willed  differently.  The  infant  remembers 
not  to-day,  what  took  place  yesterday,  or  very  imperfectly  ;  hence  its 
personal  identity  varies  as  often  as  it  sleeps.  Hence  we  cannot  recol- 
lect what  took  place  in  early  childhood.  And  it  is  not  till  after  two  or 
three  jears'  experience,  that  we  learn  to  connect  the  present  with  the 
past,  when  a  period  of  suspended  consciousness  has  intervened.  The 
process  by  which  it  is  effected,  is  as  follows.  We  first  learn  by  means 
of  personal  identity,  continuing  from  moment  to  moment,  from  hour  to 
hour,  to  remember  during  short  intervals,  and  by  the  law  of  association, 
when,  by  the  continuity  of  consciousness,  from  a  similar  impression 
being  made  on  the  mind  now,  that  was  made  ten  minutes  ago,  we  are 
led  to  infer  that  it  was"  produced  by  the  same  cause  that  produced  the 
former  ;  should  consciousness,  after  the  first  impression,  be  suspended 
ten  minutes,  and  then  return  and  receive  the  second,  it  would  suggest 
(the  similarity  being  recognized)  that  the  same  person  saw  the  former, 
that  now  sees  the  latter.  Thus  Giles  Scroggins,  when  he  slept  in  the 
cart,  came  near  losing  his  personal  identity,  because  some  of  the  cir- 
cumstances that  surrounded  him  when  he  lay  down,  were  not  present 
when  he  awoke,  and  though  enough  remained  to  place  him  in  doubt 
and  eventually  remove  the  difficulty,  he  might  well  exclaim,  am  I 
Giles,  or  am  1  not  ? 

This  continued  observation  of  the  mind's  thoughts,  feelings,  and  actions, 
is  analogous  to  what  takes  place  when  we  receive  the  idea  of  extension. 
To  illustrate  this,  let  us  suppose  two  pieces  of  board,  each  a  foot  square, 
placed  six  inches  apart.  The  difference  between  them  and  a  single 
piece  is  at  once  evident.  They  are  two  identities.  The  eye,  looking 
towards  them,  rests  on  an  interval  of  space  long  enough  to  give  no  idea 
at  all,  or  a  different  one  from  what  it  was  just  now  contemplating.  In 
either  case  it  recognizes  a  difl^erence,  a  break  in  the  chain  of  continuity, 
while  in  reality,  so  far  as  visible  properties  are  concerned,  there  is  as 
much  reason  to  consider  them  a  thousand  pieces  instead  of  two,  for 
no  two  particles  of  matter  in  them  are  in  com|)lete  juxtaposition.  And 
if  they  are  viewed  at  a  distance  so  great  as  to  render  the  visual  angle 
imperceptible,  they  would  appear  one  and  united.  It  is  evident,  then, 
that  the  idea  of  identity  and  extension  in  both  cases  arises  from  similar 
conditions,  in  the  last  it  is  from  consciousness  observing  nearly  the 
same  ideas  in  consequence  of  very  slight  changes  wrought  in  the  brain 
by  external  sensation.  In  the  first  it  is  from  consciousness  observing 
continually  that  itself  feels,  judges  and  acts,  whenever  the  brain  is  acted 
upon  from  within  or  without,  and  made  to  undergo  any  change  of 
state,  in  its  healthy  condition. 

If  we  now  suppose  a  change,  or  a  succession  of  changes,  in  the  state 
of  the  brain,  so  sudden  or  total  as  to  suspend  the  power  of  conscious- 
ness to  observe  them,  a  void  will  appear  in  personal  identity,  just  as  in 
the  idea  of  extension.  When  this  change  takes  place  froui  activity  to 
inactivity  of  the  brain,  sleep  exists.  Consciousness  is  then  no  longer 
manifested,  because  there  are  no  changes  taking  place  in  the  brain,  of  a 
nature  to  excite  feelings  or  ideas,  which  are   the  necessary  condition  by 
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\vl)icli  its  existence  is  made  known  to  us.  When  consciousness  has 
been  wholly  suspeiideH,  that  is,  wlien  sleep  has  been  perfect,  shouUl  tlie 
activity  of  the  brain  return  in  part,  it  will  constitute  drearnirig  ;  but  the 
person  who  dreams  now,  knows  nothing;  of  the  person  who  a  lew  hours 
before  made  use  of  the  same  brain  and  same  bodily  origans  to  think,  to 
perceive,  and  to  act.  The  Ijrain  may  pass  into  all  the  states  it  was  ever 
in  before,  and  may,  in  consequence,  siigi;est  to  the  new  consciousness, 
the  same  ideas  that  it  suggested  to  the  old  consciousness,  but  ihey  will 
appear  as  new  ideas,  and  will  be  unattended  w-iih  the  impression  that 
they  have  been  in  the  mind  before.  Ideas  are  to  the  different  states  of 
the  brain  what  words  are  to  things  ;  the  names  of  these  states,  in  one 
sense.  Shoidd  this  consciousness  continue  until  the  brain  is  fidly  roused 
to  activity  in  all  its  parts,  to  sensation,  as  well  as  reflection,  he  will  re 
member  the  dream,  and  then,  by  means  of  memory  and  association  act- 
ing on  surrounding  circumstances,  having  his  identity  restored,  he  will 
correct  what  is  false,  and  learn  to  consider  it  as  nothing  but  a  dieam. 
Should  consciousness  be  again  wholly  suspended,  he  will  remember  no- 
thing, everything  would  remain  as  if  he  had  not  dreamed,  except,  per- 
haps, his  sleep,  from  having  been  imperfect,  may  have  been  less 
refreshing. 

But  it  may  be  objected  that  an  idea  suggested  by  reflection  which 
has  been  in  the  mind  before,  would  restore  identity  as  well  as  one  from 
direct  sensation.  This  is  true.  But  it  must  be  appreciated  as  one 
springing  from  memory.  Now  this  cannot  be  done  unless  the  brain  be 
in  the  same  state  of  irritability,  for  every  idea  recurring  from  memory,  is 
less  vivid  than  when  excited  by  the  sensible  object  itself,  and  it  is  this 
feeling  of  indistinctness  which  enables  us  to  distinguish,  when  other  cir- 
cumstances are  wanting,  between  an  idea  recalled  by  memory,  and  that 
produced  by  a  sensible  object,  or  first  exciting  cause  itself.  When  the 
initability  of  the  brain  is  increased,  it  requires  less  of  the  stimulus  of 
suggestion  to  recall  an  idea  ;  and  when  recalled,  it  may  be  as  vivid  as 
when  first  perceived.  Thus  in  the  case  before  us,  the  young  man  re- 
membered things  which  he  could  not  when  awake  ;  and  both  the  ideas 
suggested  by  memory,  and  those  arising  from  imagination,  seemed  pre- 
sent realities.  But  the  ideas  of  one  jiaroxysm  recurring  in  subsequent 
ones  were  rightly  estimated,  because  the  irritability  was  the  same,  and 
the  intensity  of  the  suggesting  |)rinciple  being  relatively  weaker,  pro- 
duced a  state  of  the  brain  analogous  to  what  takes  place  in  ordinary 
recollecti'^n. 

It  appears,  from  what  has  been  said,  that  the  brain  n)ay  pass  from 
one  stage  of  excitement  into  a  higher  stage,  without  loss  of  personal 
identity  ;  provided  the  changes  are  so  gradual,  as  to  allow  consciousness 
to  take  cognizance  of  them  severally.  It  appears,  also,  in  the  second 
place,  that  when  identity  is  lost,  it  is  restored  by  memory,  limited  by  this 
essential  condition,  viz.  a  return  to  some  grade  of  irritability  in  which  it 
had  existed  in  conjunction  with  its  former  lost  identity.  These  observa- 
tions are  illustrated  by  what  takes  place  in  certain  forms  of  insanity.  A 
large  number  of  insane  persons,  who  have  been  highly  excited,  preserve 
a  distinct  recollection  of  occurrences  )  others  recollect  them  as  the  events 
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of  a  dream  ;  others  seem  to  liave  been  wholly  lost  ;  having  been  insane 
for  months,  the  transactions  immediately  preceding;  their  disorder  will 
appear  to  them  to  have  been  done  but  yesterday.  Could  the  history  of 
these  last  be  traced,  they  would  be  found  to  have  slept,  or  met  wiih  a 
sudden  revulsion  of  ideas,  before  losini;  identity. 

There  is  yet  another  consideration  which  miabt  be  ur?;ed,  and  which 
would  render  the  intervention  of  memory  in  all  cases  unnecessary.  If 
the  physFcal  condition  of  the  brain  for  every  idea  is  fixed  and  constant, 
as  there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  why  may  not  physical  causes,  acting 
on  it,  suggest  fixed  ideas?  Tiius,il',  when  the  brain  is  in  a  certain  slate, 
a  certain  idea  is  felt,  whenever  it  falls  into  that  state  again,  whether  from 
a  moral  or  physical  cause,  the  same  idea  will  be  felt. 

In  applying  this  reasoning  to  the  rase  in  question,  we  find  no  difficulty 
in  conceiving:  how,  consciousness  being  suspended,  identity  was  divided, 
foruiing,  in  fact,  two  persons.  Tliis  is  shown  by  his  remembering  in 
paroxysms  only  what  took  place  in  pievious  ones,  and  remembering  in 
the  day  time  nothing  that  occurred  during  the  paroxysms.  The  chief 
difficulty  is  in  conceiving  how  his  mind  returned  uniformly  to  the  same 
idea  or  train  of  ideas,  after  regidar  intervals.  This  difficulty  is  obviated 
if  we  consider  the  law  of  association  as  belonging  to  the  brain,  not  to 
the  mind,  or  the  ideas  themselves  considered.  Separate  from  that  organ, 
they  are  but  names,  but  words  for  things.  They  are  suggested  to  con- 
sciousness l)y  certain  modes  of  activity  of  the  brain,  and  carmot  exist 
without  the  brain's  action.  While  that  action  continues,  they  continue  ; 
when  it  ceases,  they  cease,  according  to  the  conditions  of  our  present 
mode  of  existence.  The  law  of  association  regulates  this  action  :  it  be- 
longs to  the  brain  and  the  whole  nervous  system,  and  may  be  seen  in 
muscular  niotion  as  well  as  in  reasoning.  It  bounds  and  limits  the  power 
which  the  immaterial  spirit  has  over  the  material  frame.  When  con- 
sciousness wills  to  move  towards  a  given  point,  it  acts  on  the  nerves  of 
the  spinal  marrow  but  in  obedience  to  tiiis  law.  Its  effoits  to  combine 
the  action  of  the  muscles  are  imperfect  at  first,  and  become  better  di- 
rected in  proportion  as  it  becoines  better  acquainted  with  this  law.  So 
tvhen  it  wills  to  arrive  at  a  certain  conclusion,  it  acts  on  the  nerves  of 
the  brain.  Its  attempts  to  combine  their  action  are  at  first  imperfect, 
but  improve  as  it  gains  experience,  from  the  same  cause. 

That  the  ideas  that  arose  in  his  mind  in  the  state  of  somnambulism, 
were  the  result  of  the  action  of  the  brain  simply,  is  evident  fiom  the 
consideration,  that  had  they  arisen  fiom  consciousness,  identity  could  not 
have  been  destroyed.  For  how  could  consciousness  recall  ideas  from  a 
state  in  which  it  did  not  exist,  or  one  consciousness  from  another.  But 
the  brain,  the  material  organ,  when  set  in  tune  was  ready  to  give  fonh 
the  same  harmonious  notes  for  which  its  structure  had  adapted  it  from 
the  besiimins. 

The  law  of  association  is,  then,  a  physical  law,  not  a  mental  one.  It 
was  a  return  of  the  brain  to  a  certain  physical  condition,  afier  periodical 
times,  that  brought  with  it,  in  the  case  of  the  sonmambulist,  the  idea  of 
the  ship  in  the  exact  condition  in  which  he  left  her  the  night  before. 
And  to  fulfil  the  conditions  of  this  law,  it  was  necessary  that  the  brain 
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and  whole  nervous  system  should  pass  through  all  the  changes  it  experi- 
enced during  the  24  hours.  And  we  migl)t  as  well  ask  why  the  convul- 
sive fits  occurred  late  in  the  afternoon,  or  why  they  were  followed  at  the 
close  by  intensity  of  vision,  as  to  ask  why  the  idea  of  the  ship  followed 
the  idea  of  waking  out  of  sleep.  The  idea  of  the  ship  coupled  with  the 
idea  of  waking  at  the  coinniencenient  of  the  paroxysm,  was  similar  to 
the  idea  of  the  ship  coupled  with  the  idea  of  going  to  sleep  at  the  close 
of  the  previous  one.  But  it  is  evident  tlie  ideas  themselves  did  not 
suggest  each  other.  It  was  the  stales  of  the  brain  giving  rise  to  them 
that  succeeded  each  other,  by  a  law  of  nature.  The  brain  was  retracing 
its  steps,  as  it  were,  passing  by  slow  gradations  out  of  a  state  closely 
resembling  that  into  which  it  passed  (from  a  full  perception  of  the  ship, 
and  attending  circumstances)  some  20  hours  before.  It  is  owing  to  the 
same  law,  that  a  state  in  which  vomiting  attends,  follows  concussion  of 
the  brain,  epilepsy  precedes  apoplexy  under  certain  conditions,  and  per- 
haps convulsions  precede  eruptions  on  the  skin  in  many  instances. 

Tile  feeling  of  self-existence,  the  sensation  of  drowsiness,  which  he 
knew  by  experience  attended  the  waking  out  of  sleep,  suggesting  that 
he  had  slept ;  the  sensation  of  the  ship,  and  of  the  condition  in  which 
he  left  her,  and  the  feeling  that  he  was  master  of  her ;  the  sensation  of 
a  necessary  change  in  her  situation  in  some  respects,  during  the  inter- 
val, suggested  by  experience  ;  or  rather  the  successive  changes  in  the 
state  of  the  brain  corresponding  to  these  feelings,  were  the  elements 
that  preserved  his  personal  identity  from  one  period  to  another,  and  re- 
commenced the  ftincy  dream  which  had  been  interrupted.  The  respec- 
tive states  of  the  brain  for  the  suggesting  terms  of  the  above  series,  had 
been  last  in  coexistence,  or  immediate  succession  with  each  other,  and 
consequently  the  states  of  the  brain  for  the  suggested  terms  of  the 
series  were  the  most  likely  to  arise  from  association. 

It  might  be  added,  in  this  connection,  that  the  appearances  which  he 
manifested  to  the  bystanders  confirmed  this  supposition.  The  sudden- 
ness with  which  consciousness  was  suspended  on  retiring  to  bed,  corres- 
ponded with  the  suddenness  of  its  restoration,  when  he  arose  the  follow- 
ing morning  ;  while  the  feeling  of  drowsiness  which  he  exhibited  when 
he  said,  "  now  1  will  go  down  and  turn  in,"  at  the  close  of  the  parox- 
ysm, had  its  parallel  in  the  sighing  (query, yawning?)  and  motions  which 
in  a  gradual  manner  preceded  his  conversation,  at  the  commencement, 
suggesting  the  idea  of  one  awaking  out  of  sleep. 

The  phenomena  witnessed  in  other  cases  of  somnambulism  and  ec- 
static mania,  can  be  reconciled  only  to  this  view.  But  I  have  not  in- 
stanced them,  because  1  thought  it  useless  to  multiply  examples,  or  to 
fill  this  communication  with  what  had  been  read  a  thousand  times  before. 
In  the  above  remarks  1  have  endeavored  to  throw  light  on  a  question 
which  has  given  rise  to  a  great  diversity  of  opinion,  and  which  is  still  in 
a  very  unsettled  state.  Without  asserting  that  all  the  difficulties  may 
be  removed,  it  will  not  be  deemed  presumptuous  to  add,  that  when  the 
part  which  the  brain  performs  in  the  process  of  sensation,  reflection  and 
volition,  is  better  understood,  they  will  be  n)alerially  lessened.  We 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  using  the  terms  brain  and  mind,  in  a  very  in- 
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determinate  and  vagne  manner.  We  speak  of  the  former  as  the  instru- 
ment through  which  the  mind  acts,  without  attempting  to  ascertain  what 
the  one  or  the  other  does  ;  indeed  we  are  told  that  this  knowledge  is 
beyond  the  sphere  of  our  facuhies.  It  may  be  so.  But  surely  there 
can  be  no  harm  in  pushing  the  inquiry  to  tiie  utmost  extent  of  that 
sphere.  Then,  if  we  have  not  succeeded  in  our  search  for  hght,  wesliall 
have  at  least  the  consolation  of  having  rendered  darkness  visible.  Our  in- 
ternal consciousness  reveals  to  us  one  series  of  facts,  which  we  are  com- 
pelled to  regard  as  true.  Another  series  of  facts  are  revealed  to  us  by 
physiology  and  pathology,  having  the  same  authority.  By  comparing 
these  last,  so  far  as  they  are  connected  with  the  nervous  system,  with  the 
first,  we  may  make  an  approximation  towards  ascertaining  the  functional 
limits  of  that  mysterious  princi[)le,  which,  united  to  matter,  gives  it  form, 
mobility,  sensation  and  reflection. 

If  the  above  observations  prove  acceptable,  I  shall  in  another  commu- 
nication consider  the  bearing  of  this  case  on  the  other  questions  j)roposed, 
in  as  brief  a  manner  as  the  nature  of  the  subject  will  admit. 

B.  D.  H. 

Note. — The  expression  in  the  statement  of  the  case,  "  came  home 
to  Gloucester,  "  is  incorrect.  There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  he 
could  connect  the  word  Gloucester  with  the  idea  of  home.  It  does  not 
accord  with  the  other  symptoms  mentioned,  and  particularly  with  some 
others  that  were  not  published  ;  which  were  manifested  when  his  con- 
versation turned  upon  his  family,  friends  or  neighbors,  in  which  he  ap- 
peared unable  to  trace  a  similar  relation.  It  was  probably  a  slip  of 
the  pen. 
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Our  city  certainly  boasts  of  superior  facilities  for  affording  instruction  in 
medical  science.  It  will  be  observed  by  the  advertisement  in  our  Jour- 
nal, that  a  number  of  medical  gentlemen  in  the  nortli  part  of  our  city 
have  procured  a  commodious  room  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  pupils, 
who  will  be  conducted  through  a  systematic  course  of  medical  education. 
They  ofter  advantages  certainly  inferior  to  none  of  those  similar  institu- 
tions which  for  the  last  ^ew  years  have  been  so  generally  and  liberally 
patronized  among  us.  There  will  be  opportunities  for  the  pupils  to  have 
daily  observation  of  disease  at  the  room,  where  gratuitous  advice  will  be 
given.  This  will  be  an  important  advantage,  and  one  which  ought  to  be 
appreciated  by  medical  pupils.  We  regard  the  rapid  multiplication  of 
these  institutions  as  an  interesting  fact.  U  rightly  conducted,  they  can- 
not fail  to  supply  our  ranks  with  physicians  of  cultivated  minds — men 
who  shall  be  devotees  of  science — who  will  carry  with  them  into  the  la- 
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borious  routine  of  medical  practice  settled  habits  of  enlif^htened  observa- 
tion— with  men  who  will  be  zealous  to  add  cfttitiibiitions  to  that  cause 
which,  above  all  others,  should  be  progressive — the  cause  of  relieving 
sutferino;  humanity.  At  a  period,  too,  when  our  community  is  fluoded 
with  charlatanism  and  imposing  quackery,  we  cannot  but  wish  a  hearty 
God-speed  to  all  who  will  use  exertions  to  furnish  an  enlightened  and 
high-minded  medical  profession. 


The  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. — With  this  No.  commences 
the  seventeenth  volume  of  the  Journal.  It  seems  but  a  little  while  ago 
that  we  entered  upon  what  was  then  considered  the  improvident  experi- 
ment of  publisljing  a  medical  hebdomadal.  Monthlies  and  quarterlies 
had  eacli  of  them  failed  in  Bi>aton  for  want  of  patronage.  Wlien,  there- 
fore, a  weekly  one  was  proposed,  it  was  thought  by  those  who  are  al- 
ways wise  in  the  affiurs  of  others,  that  it  would  still  more  speedily  have 
its  quietus.  We  do  not  deny  that  we  have  had  pecuniary  losses  to  con- 
tend with,  owing  to  the  negligence  of  those  wlio  seem  to  imagine  they 
are  bestowing  li()eral  patronage  in  takins;  the  work,  though  they  never 
pay  till  ai>solutcly  compelled.  Again,  changes  of  times  are  continually 
affecting  the  condition  of  individuals  ;  and  n)any  on  whom  we  relied  at 
the  beginning  of  this  medico-literary  undertaking,  both  for  matter  and 
money,  have  been  gathered  to  their  fathers,  while  we  are  still  toiling  on, 
as  ambitious,  we  trust,  as  in  by-gone  years,  to   live  a  life  of  usefulness. 

So  far  as  the  circulation  of  this  publication  is  concerned,  it  is  doing 
well.  No  scientific  periodical  can,  in  the  constitution  of  things,  be  very 
profitable.  Into  whatever  hands  the  Journal  may  fall  at  some  future  day, 
we  indulge  the  hope  that  it  will  continue  to  be  regarded  as  an  important 
medium  of  communication  between  the  members  of  the  profession,  and 
as  an  etficient  agent  in  maintaining  their  proper  rank  and  usefulness  in 
our  country. 


St.  Croix  for-  Invalids. — Dr.  Tuckerman  having  completed  his  obser- 
vations, in  our  Journal,  upon  the  Island  of  St.  Croix,  as  a  residence  for 
invalids,  which  have  since  been  embodied  in  a  neatly  executed  pamphlet, 
it  is  our  special  object,  in  this  place,  to  call  the  attention  of  all  classes  of 
readers,  but  particularly  sick  travellers,  to  the  facts  and  reasonings  of 
this  friend  of  the  human  race.  Being  himself  infirm,  and  having  visited 
nearly  all  parts  of  f]urope,  no  person  could  be  better  qualified  to  analyze 
the  advantages  and  disadvantages  existing  in  places  whif;h  have  li>nT 
been  resorted  to  by  those  in  search  of  health,  than  Dr.  T.  He  has  care- 
fully weighed  every  circumstance  with  the  exactness  of  a  pliilnso[)her, 
and  the  accuracy  of  an  accountant.  Besides  the  minutest  meteorological 
tables,  kept  by  his  own  hand,  which  we  have  ever  seen  from  the  West 
Indies,  he  tells  us  the  price  of  board,  the  fee  for  using  a  [)ony,  and,  in 
fact,  all  that  sort  of  information  is  imparted  within  the  compass  of  a  few 
pages,  which  would  he  of  immense  importance  to  an  invalid  strant^er. 

It  is  not  only  quite  fashionable,  but  really  necessary,  for  physicians  to 
send  some  of  their  patients  to  tropical  climates.  As  St.  Croix  is  l>egin- 
ning  to  take  a  high  rank  as  a  depot  for  foreigners,  dining  the  violence  of 
a  northern  winter,  Dr.  Tuckerman's  pamphlet  seems  to  be  called  for  ; 
and  we  take  pleasure  in  recoinmendmg  it  to  the  entire  confidence  of  the 
reader.     Whatever  is   there  written  may  be  relied  upon,  as  the  author 
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has  but  one  single  object  before  him  in  life — the  happiness  of  his  fellow 
men.  It  siiould  be  kept  on  sale  at  ail  the  bookstores  iu  the  Atlantic 
cities. 


Louisville  JS'ew  Medical  School. — It  is  said  that  a  gentleman  of  Boston 
has  received  a  flattering  proposition  to  take  the  chair  of  surgery  in  this 
contemplated  institution,  the  lo-be  rival  of  the  Transylvania.  One  thing 
is  certain— if  the  services  of  the  person  alluded  to  are  secured,  the  trus- 
tees may  be  satisfied  that  he  will  prove  himself  fully  competent. 

^Post-jMortem  Examinaiion  at  Inquesls. — In  the  transactions  of  the  New 
York  _^Udical  Society,  we  have  been  gratified  to  notice  that  the  physi- 
cians of  the  C.'ienango  County  Society  have  had  the  independence  to 
commence  a  reform,  for  wliich  we  have  been  many  years  contending. 
It  relates  to  remuneration  for  examinations  and  medical  opinions  before 
coroners,  for  which  the  most  eminent  physician  or  surgeon  in  either  of 
th(?  twenty-lour  Stales  is  now  paid  about  (u-o  and  three  pence!  though  he 
might  be  compelled  to  dance  attendance,  by  virtue  of  a  subpcEiialrom 
those  officers,  to  the  loss  of  a  whole  day.  We  do  most  fervently  hope 
that  our  professional  brethren  will  no  longer  submit  to  such  indignity. 
If  services  are  rendered  to  the  public,  let  the  compensation  be  equ^al,  at 
least,  to  the  value  of  the  time  devoted  to  the  business.  That  advice 
which  is  given  away  is  never  highly  valued.  When  the  next  General 
Court  convenes  in  Massachusetts,  an  effort  should  be  made  to  shape  the 
law  to  the  condition  of  the  times,  in  this  respect. 

Whole  iiiiMilier  of  deiUlis  in  B,.si..,i,  r..r  llie  week  eiKJiiiii  Au2.  .5    a«.     W:u7s,  2U— i  eiiiMle'*''  16  ' 

Ciiiismiipiioii,  2-dro|isy  oil  the  brain,  1-iiiflammaiion  of  the  lungs,  J- inleiiiperance, ^-maras- 
mus,  1— siiiall|.o.\,  l-clu.lera  iiifanliim,  7— iiifi;iiiun;ili(.ii  on  llie  l.rain,  1— typhns  lever,  2— sciolnla 
iri^'"'^'",'^ ''*'■•  '-'^"':"'  l---*y  I'll  Ills,  I— cancer  of  the  stomach  and  ovary,  1— drowned.  1-pleuritis,  ]_ 
Old  ajje,   l-dropsy  in  llie  head,  1  — canker  m  the  bcnvels,    I-hocping  coii<;h,  1-slillboin,  1. 

MEDICAL   INSTIiUCTlOJN'. 

h,"''..«I!''^"'''^Ii''H^-''^''.r-^'"''^'^''  '""'  ""^  I'^-n'OBe  of  civing  medical  instruction.  A  convenient  room 
ha,  been  provided  (or  this  purpose,  u  hirh  will  be  open  to  ihe  sludenis  at  all  hours.  'I  hev  will  have 
access  loan  extensive  medical  library,  and  evtry.olher  necessary  latilily  for  the  acquirement  of  a 
inpri'Ugh  medical  education. 

Opportunities  will  be  offered  for  the  observation  and  treatment  of  diseases  in  two  Dispensarv  dis- 
tricts, en.b.acing  VVards  I,  2  and  3,  and  U  ca.es  ,rMch  vrill  be  t,rand  at  the  room  daily     '"'P^"'"^  "^'^ 

i?f,^?i^   ;'",?■  ^"^oV"^  tlinical  a, li.er  lectures,  and  by  examinations  at  least  twuiea  week. 

Siifficienl  atlenlioii  will  he  paid  to  Practical  Anatomy.  # 

•  hr^l'I""";''  '"""•"''''O".  application  maybe  maile  at  the  room,  over  103  Hanover  street,  or  to 
tne  subscribers.  EPHRAIM  BUCK,        W.D. 

ASA  B.  SNOW,  " 

Boston  Jiuau  fQ  iRt7  ^-  "ALTER  LEACH,  " 

Jfo.ton,jqugiut9,l837.  HEXRY  G.  CLARK,        «' 

JOSEPH  WORIARTV,    " 

liliKKSHIRK    MEDICAL   INSTITUTION.  ~ 

tt,W««"veeks  "'  ^^"'"'"^  '""'•  '837,  will  commence  tlie  last  Thursday  in  August  and  continue 

V!Z7J,'ci^lT.S'T''^^^'''^''''''"^''''^  -       •        -         -        H.  H.  Childs,  M.D. 

Ala.er.a  Medic:,  and  ■Phar,nacy,bv             -  -          .       ".        ".         I          Iuf,o''p\\Mi;    .MD 

Botany,  Chemistry  and  .Natural  Philosophy,  by          -        -            -           .           "   \\lJ^i^  MU 

Surgery  and  Phvsioh.gv,  by            .           '.  ^ '  \                                                    X''    I           '    [\\\ 

f;^ii..rii  ,.,.1  <.......  1    1                 L  "             "             "            *' •  Parker,  M.D. 

L::;::M:i'',:i::v;''^::='"'y'''r -   •   «.  vv.rx.,j«  iv,.n. 

inc™".V'l'  ''''."''■'  ;"■  ■■',"  ""-■  '•^'•'■''-''^^  «50.     Those  who  ha^-e  attended    wo"  l'   u'cVurses  alTii 

Bv  ^      , ,    rTh  ""i"  ""',""''  ^^"i-  „«'•■■"'"'""'".  «16.     Board  not  e.^ceeding  S"^  per  w  eek. 
li-,1.  Urm    .!!   .   H   ^''f-','"'"^*'"^  .Massachusetts,  passed   April,  l>'37,   the  Berkshire  Medical  Institu- 
BrieMiuuV.      M  .h'"  ^"'■^r'"'""-  f.'"''  "="'  <^""«='«'  ^^"1'  ""thorny  to  confer  dej-rees,  and  the  sradnates 
Unrve's'rv.  ''"''^^=^^  "''"="  f"^""''""  '"  "'«  ""-di'::'!  graduates  of  IJarvard 

Bfi^Lhi?J' M«^.l''1  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  passed  the  3l.st  of  Mnv  last,  the  graduates  of  the 
uerKshire  .Medical  lustituiiuu,  are  e.x  officio  entitled  to  admissiou  as  Fellows  of  said  Society. 

Jiilviq_K,  ^-  DEVVEV, 

my  i»— 01  ^^^^  ^^  j^^  FacuUy. 
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BOYLSTON  MEDICAL  PRIZE   QUESTIONS. 

The  Boylston  Medical  Committee,  appointed  by  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  University, 
consists  of  the  following  phy^-icians,  viz.  : 

JuH.N  C.  WiRREN,  .M.U.  George  C.  Shatiuck,  M.D.         George  Hayward,  M.D. 

KuFUs  WvMAV,  M.D,  Jacob  Uigei.ovv,  W.l).  Enoch  Hale,  M.D. 

John  Randall,  M.D.  Walter  Channing,  M.D.  John  Ware,  M.D. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Wednesday,  Augusta,  1837,  a  premium  of  fifty  dollars, 
or  a  gold  inediil.of  that  value,  was  awarded  to  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  .M.D.  of  Boston,  for  a  dis- 
sertation on  the  question,  "  What  is  the  nature  of  Neuralgia,  and  what  is  the  best  mode  of  treating 
it .'  "  A  similar  premium,  of  the  same  value,  was  at  the  same  time  awarded  to  Dr.  Holmes  for  a  dis- 
sertation on  the  question,  "  To  what  extent,  and  la  what  places,  has  inleriuittent  fever  been  indige- 
nous in  Xew  England  .'  " 

The  following  I'rize  Questions  for  the  year  1838  are  before  the  public,  viz. : 

1st.  "  What  are  the  anatomical  characters  of  Typhous  Fever,  and  what  is  the  best  mode  of  treating 
this  disease.'  "  J 

2dt  "  What  are  the  causes,  seat,  and  proper  treatment  of  Erysipelatous  Inflammation.''  (Erythema 
Ery.Hpelatosuin  of  Good.)"       • 

Dissertations  on  these  subjects  must  be  transmitted,  post-paid,  to  John  C.  Warren,  M.D.  Boston,  on 
or  before  the  first  Wednesday  of  April,  1838. 

The  following  questions  are  now  offered  for  the  year  1839,  viz.  : 

1st.  "  The  pathology  and  treatment  of  Rheumatism." 

2d.  "  What  is  Scrofula.'  and  what  is  its  best  mode  of  treatment .'  " 

Dissertations  on  these  subjects  mult  be  transmitted,  as  above,  on  or  before  the  first  Wednesday  of 
April,  1839.  ' 

The  author  of  the  successful  dissertation  on  either  of  the  above  subjects,  will  be  entitled  to  fifty 
dollars,  or  a  gold  medal  of  that  value,  at  his  option. 

Each  dissertation  must  be  accompanied  by  a  sealed  packet,  on  which  shall  be  written  some  device 
or  sentence,  and  within  shall  be  enclosed  tlieaut.nor's  name  and  place  of  residence.  The  same  device 
or  sentence  is  to  be  written  on  tlie  dissertation  to  which  the  packet  is  attached. 

.^11  unsuccessful  dissertations  are  deposited  with  the  Secretary,  from  whom  they  may  be  obtained, 
if  called  for  within  one  year  after  they  have  been  received. 

By  an  order  adopted  in  the  year  182o,  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  publish  annually  the  following 
votes,  viz.  : 

1st.  That  the  Board  do  not  consider  themselves  as  approving  the  doctrines  contained  in  any  of  the 
dissertations  to  which  the  premiums  may  be  adjudged. 

2d.  'I'hat  in  case  of  the  publication  of  a  successful  dissertation,  the  author  be  considered  as  bound 
to  print  the  above  vote  in  connection  therewith. 

BosTo.N,  August  3,  1837.  A9— 4t  ENOCH  HALE,  Secretary. 

Publishers  of  newspapers  and  medical  journals  throughout  the  United  States,  are  respectfully  re- 
quested to  give  the  above  an  insertion. 
^a ^ 

VERMONT  ACADEMY  OF  MEDICINE. 

The   Autumnal  term  of   the  Vermont  Academy  of  Medicine  commences  on  Thursday,  the  10th  day 
of  August,  1837,  and  continues  thirteen  weeks. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Materia  Medica,by  -        -       William  Tullt,  M.D. 

Sur^iery,  Obstetrics,  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  by         -       Theodore  Woodward,  M.D. 
Chemistry  and   Natural  History,  by        -         -         -  ...         John  D'Wolf,  Jr.,  .A.-M. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by         .....         ..         James  H.  Ar-msby,  M.D. 

July  26— 3t 

MEDICAL   LECTURES   IN   THE   CINCINNATI   COLLEGE. 

The  session  commences  the  last  Monday  of  October,  and  ends  tlie  last  day  of  February. 
Special  ^d  Surgical  Anatomy,  by      -----        -        Dr.  M'Dowi,i.l. 

General  aiid  Pathological  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by        -        -    Dr.  Gross. 
Surgery,  by-----------        Dr.  Parker. 

Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  peculiar  to  Women  and  Children,  by  Dr.  Rives. 
Chemistry  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by   -        -        -        -        -    Dr.  Rogers. 

Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  by     --.--.        Dr.  HARRisorf. 
Theory  and  Practice  of  .Medicine,  by    -        .        -       -        -        -    Dr.  Drake. 

Dissections  and  Practical  Anatomy,  by       -        -        -        -        -        Dr.  'I'rimule. 

Clinical  Instruction  in  the  Cincinnati  Hospital,  by       -        .        .    Drs.  Drake,  Parker  and  Rives 

Professor  Parker,  now  in  Europe  for  the  puichase  of  additional  books  and  apparatus,  will  return  in 
October. 

Dr.  Trimble  will  open  the  rooms  for  Practical  Anatomy  on  the  1st  of  October,  and  Prof.  M'Dowell 
will  at  the  same  time  commence  a  preliminary  course  of  Osteology. 

Expenses.— Tickets  for  the  Professors,  $1.5  each  :  Matriculation,  $5;  Library  ticket  (optional)  S3  ; 
Hospital  ticket,  15.5  ;  Anatomical  Rooms,  $10.  Total,  $12.5.  Respectable  boarding  and  lodging  can 
be  had  at  $3  a  week. 

.\s  we  have  no  national  circulating  medium,  the  Faculty  consider  it  proper  to  give  notice,  that  they 
will  receive  from  students,  at  par,  thb  current  bank  bills  of  tlie  dllferent  States  in  which  they  respec- 
tively reside.  By  order  of  the  Faculty. 

AiigO— 3t  J.   n.   ROGr,R.^,  Denn. 
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INGLEBY'S  OBSTETRIC   MEDICINE.* 

We  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  our  thanks  for  this  presentation  copy 
of  Mr.  Inyleby's  work.  ]\lr.  I.  lias  done  so  much  for  meflicine  in  its 
midwifery  department,  lias  written  so  much  and  so  well  on  many  of  its 
most  important  topics,  that  every  one  at  ail  conversant  with  his  works 
cannot  but  concur  with  those  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  as  well  as  of 
his  native  country,  who  have  placed  him  amongst  the  ablest  contributors 
to  obstetric  pathology. 

JVlr.  Ingleby  presents  his  views  with  great  perspicuity.  He  collects 
and  arranges  his  facts  with  the  closest  regard  to  their  most  important 
bearings,  is  cautious  about  his  inferences,  as  it  regards  the  nature  of  the 
disease  in  question,  and  fairly  states  the  result  of  treatment. 

Mr.  Ingleby's  opportunities  for  observation  have  been  abundant,  and 
it  is  clear  from  his  writings  that  he  has  used  them  well.  We  may  not 
always  agree  with  him  in  doctrine  or  practice,  but  we  always  feel,  if  we 
follow  him  in  both,  we  shall  have  a  safe  guide — one  who  has  been  fre- 
quently over  the  road,  and  carefully  examined  the  objects  on  both  sides, 
or  wherever  and  however  they  have  come  in  his  way.  We  hope  to 
see  his  writings  reprinted  in  this  country,  that  our  students  may  have  the 
benefit  of  so  wide  and  so  well-used  an  experience.  We  thank  the  au- 
thor for  the  pleasure  and  advantage  we  have  derived  from  his  writings, 
and  shall  now  endeavor  to  afford  our  readers  some  notion  of  the  voU 
ume  under  review. 

It  treats  of  the  following  subjects,  under  seven  distinct  sections  : 
On  puerperal  convulsions;  on  malposition  of  the  uterus,  ovaria,  blad- 
der, and  urethra,  both  in  the  impregnated  and  unimpregnated  state,  in 
connection  with  retention  of  urine ;  on  obstructions  in  soft  parts  to  the 
progress  of  labor  ;  on  the  induction  of  premature  labor  in  cases  of  or- 
ganic disease  ;  on  laceration  of  the  uterus  and  vagina  ;  on  inversion  of 
the  uterus  ;  on  the  signs  and  symptoms  of  pregnancy — their  obscure 
and  deceptive  characters — their  complication  with  disease,  and  the  signs 
which  denote  the  extinction  of  life  in  the  foetus. 

Puerperal  Convulsions. — After  saying  that  convulsions  occur  most 
frequently  after  or  during  a  first  labor,  and  giving  the  opinions  of  some 
writers  on  the  nature  of  this  disease,  Mr.  1.  adds,  "  The  term  '  puer- 
peral convulsions,'  should  Be  confined  to  cases  occurring  in  paroxysms 

*  Facts  and  Cases  in  Obstetric  Medicine,  with  observations  on  some  of  the  most  important  disease! 
incidental  to  females.  By  J.  T.  Ingleby.  member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  London,  te. 
tLC.    London. 
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affecting  the  contractile  tissues  generally,  and  in  many  respects  resem- 
bling epilepsy,  although  the  attack  cannot  be  regarded  either  as  apoplec- 
tic, epileptic,  or  tetanic,  but  partaking  more  or  less  of  the  characters  of 
each  of  these  diseases." 

Next  of  causes. 

"  The  remote  causes  of  puerperal  convulsions  are  essentially  con- 
nected with  the  uterus,  and  a  morbid  susceptibility  of  the  nervous  sys- 
tem. That  pregnancy  and  parturition  are  the  predisposing  causes,  may 
be  fairly  assumed,  since  genuine  eclampsia  arises  in  those  states  of  the 
system  only." 

"  The  immediate  cause  appears  to  be  an  irritable  condition  of  the 
uterus,  sympathetically  reacting  upon  the  muscular  system  through  the 
nerves  of  organic  life." 

The  following  quotation  is  long,  but  contains  so  much  useful  matter 
that  we  do  not  abridge  it. 

''  Allowing,  therefore,  for  complications  and  variations  of  constitu- 
tions, the  more  important  convulsions  of  the  puerperal  state  may  be  re- 
ferred to  two  principal  and  opposite  conditions  of  the  system  ;  either  an 
excited  or  turgid  state  of  the  vessels  of  the  brain  (often  promoted  by 
improper  diet,  and  a  neglected  state  of  the  bowels  during  gestation)  ;  or 
by  loss  of  blood,  as  after  a  dangerous  hccmorrhage.  Tliere  is  also  a 
third  state,  subordinate  to  those  just  mentioned,  and  which  seems  more 
immediately  dependent  upon  excessive  sensibility  of  the  uterine  fibres, 
since  it  2;enerally  happens  under  an  irregular  and  highly  painful  action 
of  the  uterus  during  its  dilatation.  Not  only  does  the  attack  usually  oc- 
cur during  first  pregnancies,  but,  what  is  remarkable,  with  very  (e\v  ex- 
ceptions, almost  always  when  the  presentntion  is  natural." 

"  That  convulsions  have  frequently  occurred  in  connection  with  oede- 
niatous  states  of  the  system,  accords  with  experience.  But  is  it  not 
more  agreeable  to  the  principles  of  medical  science  to  consider  both 
complaints  as  the  effect  of  a  common  cause,  viz.  an  embarrassed  circu- 
lation, ratlier  than  to  regard  the  one  as  the  consequence  of  the  other  ? 
It  has  been  affirmed  that  this  disease  reigns  epidemically,  connected, 
probably  (as  Andral  observes),  with  electrical  states  of  the  atmosphere, 
acting  primarily  on  the  nervous  system  and  producing  cerebral  excite- 
ment. The  particular  influence  of  the  air  is  alluded  to  by  those  accu- 
rate writers,  Drs.  Smellie  and  Denman.  Madam  Lachapelle  remarks, 
'  when  one  of  our  women  is  taken  with  convulsions,  we  rarely  fail  to 
have,  soon  afterwards,  others  in  the  same  state  ;'  a  fact  also  stated  by 
Ramsbotliam,  who  says,  '  I  have  repeatedly  remarked,  among  the  nu- 
merous patients  of  the  Royal  Maternity  Charity,  as  well  as  among  others 
to  which  I  have  been  accidentally  called,  that  several  cases  have  occur- 
red soon  after  each  other.'  This  condition  of  the  atmosphere  has  been 
referred  to  by  other  eminent  writers.  A  variety  of  other  causes,  of  a 
subordinate  kind,  are  mentioned  by  authors." 

Periods  of  occurrence. — These  are  four. 

1st.  During  pregnancy. 

2d.  During  labor. 

3d.  After  delivery  of  child. 

4th.  After  delivery  of  placenta. 
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"When  arising  prior  to  the  accession  of  labor,  the  attack  is  almost  in- 
variably preceded  by  disarrangement  of  the  sensoriral  functions,  denoted 
by  some  of  the  following  syn)ptoms  :  drowsiness  ;  a  sense  of  weight  in 
the  head,  especially  in  stooping;  beating  and  pain  in  the  head;  redness 
of  the  conjunctivae  ;  numbness  of  the  hands,  flushing  of  the  face,  and 
twitching  of  its  muscles  ;  irregular  and  slow  pulse  ;  ringing  in  the  ears  ; 
heat  in  the  scalp  ;  transient  but  frequent  attacks  of  vertigo,  with  muscse 
volitantes,  or  temporary  blindness  ;  derangements  of  the  auditory  nerve ; 
embarrassment  of  mind  and  speech  ;  an  unsteady  gait,  constipation,  and 
oedematous  swellings.  There  is  sometimes  jiain  in  the  epigastrium — a 
very  characteristic  symptom,  vomiting,  and  other  marks  of  gastric  dis- 
order. It  is  also  said  that  a  sense  of  weight  and  pain  has  been  experi- 
enced in  the  hypogastric  region.  Restless  nights,  when  associated  with 
thirst,  feverishness,  and  deranged  circulation,  have  not  unfrequently 
proved  the  precursors  either  of  apoplexy,  convulsions,  or  haemorrhage 
at  the  close  of  pregnancy,  or  a  morbidly  increased  action  of  the  cere- 
bral vessels  in  the  puerperal  state." 

Such  symptoms  require  prudential  physical  and  moral  treatnient. 
Especially  should  they  be  regarded,  and  the  state  of  the  patient  equally 
so,  though  these  symptoms  may  exist  in  a  very  sligiit  degree,  in  a 
second  pregnancy,  the  first  having  been  preceded  by  convulsions. 

"  When  the  lower  extremities  become  materially  oedematous  in  the 
latter  months  of  pregnancy,  in  women  of  unimpaired  constitutions,  Dr. 
Hamilton  confidently  declares  that  'copious  bleeding  alone  prevents  the 
occurrence  of  convulsions,  either  before  or  during  labor.'  Dennian, 
again,  speaks  in  commendation  of  bleeding,  in  the  following  terms  : 
*  Bleeding  is  known  to  lessen,  in  a  very  material  manner,  all  the  com- 
plaints in  pregnancy  which  arise  from  uterine  irritation.  It  is,  therefore, 
I  may  say,  universally  recommended  in  all  cases  where  these  convul- 
sions exist,  or  are  to  be  apprehended.'  Generally,  however,  as  deple- 
tion is  now  practised,  its  efficacy  in  removing  the  paroxysm,  and  permit- 
ting gestation  to  proceed,  is  either  not  acknowledged,  or  not  yet  estimat- 
ed according  to  its  high  and  practical  importance." 

Premonitory  symptoms  of  convulsions  are  rare  when  the  disease 
occurs  during  labor,  according  to  Mr.  1.  Still  more  rare  of  attack  after 
delivery.  Nor  has  Mr.  I.  found  the  disease  under  such  circumstances  so 
fatal  as  Dr.  Ramsbotham  has  remarked  ;  and  Velpeau  and  Collins  say 
the  same  with  Mr.  I. 

One  of  the  forms  of  convulsions  referred  to  has  the  name  anasmia 
applied  to  it,  from  its  depending  on  loss  of  blood  as  its  main  cause. 
This  is  a  very  fatal  form,  and  though  occurring  in  the  midst  of  extreme 
exhaustion,  is  often  very  violent  in  its  character.  In  what,  we  would 
ask,  does  this  differ  from  the  spasmodic,  convulsive  movements  which 
precede  death  from  haemorrhage  under  other  circumstances  than  the 
puerperal  ?  Is  it  not,  in  fact,  a  part  of  the  act  of  dying,  the  violent 
effort  made  by  the  body  (still  possessing  much  power),  in  consequence  of 
the  sudden  loss  of  the  vital  fluid,  of  that,  which  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances contributes  indirectly  indeed,  but  so  necessarily,  in  preserving  the 
balance  of  actions  in  the  whole  body.     The  treatment  is  obvious  in  this 
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form.  We  resort  at  once  to  stimulants  actively  and  freely ;  "  but 
opium,"  as  the  author  most  truly  observes,  "is  the  grand  restorative: 
its  aiieiiry  in  suslaininsi;  and  equahzing  the  circulation,  and  subduing 
spasm,  places  it  almost  beyond  value."  The  question  of  delivery  may 
arise.  Mr.  I.  refers  to  another  work  of  his  now  before  us,  for  directions, 
which  he  remarks  will  be  strictly  applicable.  As  this  work  may  not  be 
in  possession  of  all  our  readers,  we  make  the  extracts  referred  to.  They 
are  from  Mr.  l.'s  work  on  Uterine  Hemorrhage. 

"  Let  us  now  consider  what  practice  ought  to  be  pursued  in  cases  of 
very  formidable  exhaustion.  Since  it  is  not  unusual  to  hear  of  patients 
dying  within  an  hour  after  delivery,  the  propriety  of  the  measure,  both 
as  respects  time  and  circumstances,  may  justly  admit  of  question.  In 
recording  individual  experience,  faithfulness  is  a  duty  of  the  first  obliga- 
tion, and  unfler  this  impression,  I  confess  I  feel  doubtful  whether,  in  the 
state  of  exhaustion  to  which  the  patients  in  the  unsuccessful  instances  1 
have  alluded  to  were  reduced,  a  different  proceeding  might  not  have 
proved  more  auspicious.  Whilst  flooding  continues,  the  practitioner  has 
but  one  duty  to  perform,  viz.  to  deliver  ;  but,  when  coldness  of  the  skin, 
a  pulse  scarcely  perceptible  (associated  perhaps  with  vomiting),  and  a 
countenance  denoting  excessive  exhaustion,  supervene  upon  an  hemor- 
rhage that  has  temporarily  ceased,  a  mere  draining  going  on,  such  a  mo- 
ment is  ill  adapted  for  turning  the  child.  There  is  an  axiom  in  mid- 
wifery, that  no  woman  should  be  suffered  to  die  undelivered.  I  assent 
to  this  as  a  general  role  ;  at  the  same  time,  its  rigid  enforcement  during  a 
state  of  collapse,  fiiirly  admits  of  question — the  mere  bodily  disturbance 
hns  too  often  proved  fatal.  Painful  as  it  must  be  to  witness  the  death 
of  a  woman  in  parturition  undelivered,  the  calamity  would  be  equally 
distressing  (except  so  far  as  the  child  is  concerned),  immediately  alter 
delivery.  The  former  case  is  of  very  rare  occurrence  ;  the  latter  has 
very  frequently  happened.  The  only  instance  that  has  come  to  my 
knowledge  of  a  patient  dying  undelivered  under  placentar  presentation, 
has  been  already  alluded  to.  But,  since  principles  ought  always  to  in- 
fluence our  conduct,  the  practitioner  probably  acted  wisely  in  not  at- 
teinpting  delivery  ;  as  when  he  was  called  in,  the  pulse  was  scarcely 
perceptible,  and  the  patient  died  before  he  left  the  /)ouse.  Such  a  case 
as  this  must  have  been  peculiarly  calculated  for  the  performance  of 
transfusion.  Rather  than  deliver  under  collapse,  we  ought  to  occupy 
ourselves  in  administering  stimuli  and  cordials,  promoting  animal  heat, 
perhaps  performing  transfusion,  carefully  watching  the  effects  of  re-ac- 
tion, and  holding  ourselves  in  readiness  to  deliver  on  the  recurrence  of 
bleeding,  or,  if  the  tanqion  be  employed,  as  early  as  the  patient's 
strength  will  allow.  This  line  of  practice  I  conceive  to  be  strictly  con- 
sonant both  with  reason  and  experience.  Can  the  tampon  be  advised 
in  cases  of  this  description,  and  upon  what  principle  ?  This  is  the 
grand  practical  question.  Tiiat  it  is  very  material  under  a  dangerous 
collapse  to  excite  the  action  of  the  womb,  admits  of  no  doubt.  The 
object  of  the  tampon,  however,  is  rather  to  command  the  copious  drain- 
ing, until  the  system  begins  to  rally,  and  will  justify  the  operation  of 
turning.     We  may  well  consider,  whether,  by  employing  it  with  a  view 
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of  promoting  an  active  contraction,  we  shall  not  incur  a  more  extensive 
detachment  of  the  placenta.  '  In  general,'  says  Dr.  Blunrlt'll,  '  when 
women  are  lying  in  a  slate  approaching  asphyxia,  the  flow  ol  hlood  is  so 
exceedingly  small,  that  a  check  is  scarcely  required — nevertheless,  as 
drachms  become  at  last  of  importance,  I  should  not  hesitate  to  plug,  il  I 
could,  by  so  doinw,  effectually  stop  the  hemorrhage,  and  lavor  the  for- 
mation of  clots.  These  small  drainings  will  not,  1  conceive,  give  rise 
to  internal  bleedings  of  danger,  and  the  plug  could  not  be  in  the  way, 
because  it  is  not  by  repeatedly  examining  on  these  occasions,  we  learn 
when  we  are  to  deliver,  but  by  observing  the  pulse,  heat,  muscular 
strength,  and  in  short  those  symptoms  which  indicate  that  rally  whicli 
will  give  probable  safety  to  the  delivery.'  Shoidd  the  tampon  be  em- 
ployed in  the  state  here  contemplated,  the  practitioner  must  impose  a 
very  vigilant  watch  over  the  system,  in  order  to  deliver  the  earliest  mo- 
ment the  strength  will  permit.  I  cannot  but  think  that,  under  the  |)re- 
cautions  already  specified,  the  risk  of  blood  collecting  in  the  uterus  is 
more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  necessity  for  giving  an  immediate 
check  to  the  drainings,  which  the  plug  promises  to  effect  ;  and  that  the 
mere  possibility  of  an  internal  hemorrhage  is  scarcely  a  sufficient  reason 
why  we  should  surrender  the  advantages  which  we  know  to  accrue  from 
its  judicious  application.  In  the  words  of  Capuron,  '  Admitting  even 
that  the  plug  be  a  doubtful  remedy,  is  it  not  more  rational  to  attempt  it, 
than  to  confine  ourself  to  the  part  of  a  simple  spectator,  in  a  conjunc- 
ture so  important  and  dangerous.'  Influenced  by  a  similar  feeling,  Mv. 
Grainger,  of  this  town,  on  visiting  a  poor  woman  with  placenta  presen- 
tation, and  apparently  in  a  moribund  condition,  immediately  filled  the 
vagina  and  os  uteri  with  linen  cloths,  and  waited  two  doijs  before  he 
durst  hazard  delivery,  which  he  then  accomplished  with  an  auspicious 
result.  Under  a  reasonable  presumption  that  the  patient  has  strength  to 
sustain  the  shock  of  delivery,  the  interests  of  the  child  will  demand  the 
prompt  evacuation  of  the  womb,  unless,  indeed,  it  should  ap|)ear,  from 
incontestible  evidence,  that  foetal  life  is  extinct — a  proof  difficult  to  ob- 
tain. But  when  the  exhaustion  is  extreme,  this  consideration  must  have 
no  weight.  The  exercise  of  a  nice  and  conscientious  discernment  is 
peculiarly  required  in  these  responsible  and  unsettled  points  of  ob- 
stetricism." 

To  return  to  the  work  under  review.  The  following  extract  gives  a 
graphic  representation  of  the  genuine  puerperal  eclampsia. 

*'  The  paroxysm  of  genuine  eclampsia  cannot  be  attended  with  any 
deception,  on  account  of  its  great  peculiarity.  The  attack  occurs  sud- 
denly, and,  from  its  terrific  character,  occasions  the  greatest  alarm  and 
confusion.  The  patient,  if  in  the  erect  position,  suddenly  falls  to  the 
ground  ;  sometimes  with  a  shriek,  and  perhaps  an  immediate  discharge 
of  liq.  amnii.  During  the  continuance  of  the  fit,  the  determination  ol 
blood  to  the  head  is  very  manifest,  by  the  throbbing  of  the  carotid 
arteries  ;  the  distension  of  the  superficial  veins  of  the  head  and  neck  ; 
the  injected  state  of  the  conjimctivae ;  and  the  swollen  and  almost  pur- 
ple state  of  the  upper  part  of  the  body.  The  patient  is  insensible  to 
external  impressions ;  the   limbs  are  very  rigid,  alternately  flexed   and 
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extended,  occasionally  agitated  by  spasmodic  twltchings,  the  trunk  Is 
thrown  backwards,  and  the  abdominal  viscera  most  violently  compress- 
ed ;  the  face  is  distorted  ;  the  mouth  drawn  aside,  and  in  constant  mo- 
tion ;  the  teeth  are  forcibly  set  together,  emitting  the  hissing  noise  spoken 
of  by  Denman.  In  rare  cases,  the  mouth  has  been  observed  to  remain 
open.  From  the  spasmodic  contractions  of  the  jaw  (which  has  even 
been  luxated  by  their  violence)  the  tongue  is  generally  Avounded,  and 
saliva,  tinged  with  blood,  issues  from  the  angles,  of  the  mouth.  The 
respiration  is  hurried  and  irregular,  having  occasionally  long  suspensions  ; 
there  is  a  rattling  noise  in  the  throat ;  the  eyes  are  wild,  fixed  and  open, 
leaving  the  white  part  only  in  view — sometimes  they  open  and  close, 
and  turn  round,  with  great  rapidity — the  pupils  are  dilated,  and,  when 
the  fit  continues  long,  insensible  to  light;  the  breathing  is  stertorous  ;  the 
sleep  profound  ;  the  pulse  laboring,  slow,  hard,  and  full,  with  intermis- 
sions, but  usually  it  soon  attains  a  great  degree  of  frequency  and  quick- 
ness ;  and  the  sphincter  of  the  bladder,  and  sometimes  that  of  the  rec- 
tum also,  lose  their  power.  The  duration  of  the  actual  fit  is  commonly 
about  a  minute,  or  even  less  ;  it  varies,  however,  from  one  to  five  minutes, 
or  longer ;  recovery  from  the  fit  is  sometimes  momentary,  and  sighing 
usually  announces  the  return  of  natural  respiration  ;  but  too  frequently 
one  fit  is  followed  by  another,  indicated  by  a  diminished  frequency  of 
the  pulse.  When  the  paroxysm  frequently  occurs,  the  deprivation  of 
sense  is,  for  the  most  part,  permanent.  The  number  of  fits  is  al- 
most indefinite.  When  the  fit  arises  during  actual  labor,  the  con- 
vulsion may  regularly  recur  with  the  return  of  pain ;  and,  on  the 
fit  subsiding,  the  patient  stares  in  a  wild  and  vacant  manner,  and, 
though  unconscious  of  what  has  happened,  is  either  perfectly  calm 
and  rational  (a  most  favorable  feature),  complaining  of  pain  in  the  head, 
and  perhaps  in  the  epigastrium,  or  otherwise  falls  into  a  comatose  state. 
The  return  of  sensibility  may  be  instantaneous,  although  it  is  for  the 
most  part  gradual,  corresponding,  in  this  respect,  with  the  subsidence  of 
the  fit.  There  is,  in  this  case,  a  confusion  of  the  senses  ;  the  articulation 
is  at  first  defective,  and  vision  imperfect  ;  indeed,  both  the  optic  and 
auditory  nerves  have  been  known  to  undergo  a  temporary  paralysis. 
The  expression  of  countenance  also  remains  very  heavy,  and  the  lace 
continues  swollen.  When  the  result  is  not  fatal,  the  intellect  remains 
unimpaired  in  the  great  majority  of  cases.  It  appears  singular,  on  re- 
flection, that  the  functions  of  the  brain  shall  present  such  contrarieties 
of  character  within  the  very  shortest  period  :  at  one  time  the  patient  is 
agitated  by  a  convulsion  inconceivably  frightful,  and  speedily  recovers  ; 
at  another,  she  lies  motionless  and  senseless,  having  the  apoplectic  ster- 
tor,  or  possibly  breathing  with  tranquillity;  and,  on  recovering  speech 
and  motion,  the  mental  disturbance  varies  in  degree  from  the  slightest 
incoherence,  or  loss  of  memory,  to  the  greatest  rhapsody.  At  this 
juncture,  the  connection  between  this  state  and  puerperal  mania  is  so 
striking,  that  the  most  sagacious  practitioner,  if  ignorant  of  the  previous 
synipioms,  would  probably  be  deceived.  I  am  acquainted  with  several 
cases  of  puerperal  convulsions,  which  were  succeeded  by  puerperal 
mania  ;  the  transition  might,  probably,  be  the  result  of  the  large  bleedings 
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which  were  necessary  to  subdue  the  primary  disease.  The  patient  may 
die  in  the  first  fit,  or  after  the  occurrence  of  a  great  number  of  fits. 
Death  rarely  occurs  just  at  the  close  of  the  paroxysm,  but  in  the  coma 
which  succeeds  it,  or  rather  from  asphyxia  consequent  upon  the  deterio- 
rated state  of  the  pulmonary  function,  of  which  the  purple  state  of  the 
skin  is  so  characteristic." 

Frognosis. — This,  it  is  hardly  needful  to  say,  should  be  very  guarded. 
During  labor  the  attack  has  been  least  dangerous.  The  more  sudden, 
the  more  frequent,  and  violent  the  attacks,  and  the  greater  the  profundi- 
ty of  the  intervening  coma,  so  much  greater,  under  all  circumstances  of 
attack,  is  the  danger. 

Treatment. — Mr.  I.  agrees  with  the  best  established  authorities  on  this 
subiect.  He  finds  bleeding,  purging — antimony  in  cases  which  occur  be- 
fore labor — rupturing  the  membranes  when  six  or  seven  months  of  preg- 
nancy have  advanced — ergot  when  the  os  uteri  and  external  parts  are  in  a 
state  authorizing  its  use — opium  when  the  fits  continue  njter  delivery — 
leeches  to  the  abdomen — cold  water — bags  of  ice — evaporating  lotions 
to  the  head — stream  of  cold  water  poured  upon  the  head — in  these  va- 
rious remedies,  which  are  set  down  here  in  the  order  he  considers  them, 
does  Mr.  I.  look  for  the  removal  of  the  disease,  remarking  that,  "whe- 
ther the  convulsions  arise  before  delivery,  or  appear  subsequently,  the 
general  principles  of  treatment  are  the  same." 

A  very  important  question  remains.  This  is  the  question  of  artificial 
delivery  during  convulsions.  This  can  hardly  be  entertained  until  the 
preceding  treatment  has  been  properly  tried.  Mr.  I.  gives  the  opinions 
of  many  regarding  delivery.  These  are  sufficiently  discordant,  and  we 
need  not  trouble  the  reader  with  their  recital.     The  author  speaks  thus. 

"  When  the  attack  appears  during  actual  labor,  our  line  of  practice 
is  clearly  defined  ;  we  must  moiJerate  excessive  action,  and  deliver  on 
the  first  favorable  moment.  But  should  the  convulsions  precede  labor, 
the  practice  pursued  by  Dr.  Joseph  Clarke  (very  similar  to  that  recom- 
mended by  La  Molte)  is  the  most  rational  that  can  be  followed,  viz.  to 
trust  to  nature's  efforts,  aided  by  medical  treatment,  until  the  patient's 
life  appears  to  be  immediately  endangered  by  the  continuance  of  the 
disease,  and  then  to  interfere  in  the  speediest  and  safest  manner  to 
promote  delivery.  The  circumstances  which  justify  interference  demand 
an  impartial  and  dispassionate  consideration,  and  should  embrace  the 
state  of  the  uterus,  the  presentation  of  the  foetus,  the  period  of  gesta- 
tion, and  the  violence  of  the  symptoms.  An  apprehension  lest  the  pa- 
tient may  die  undelivered,  has  often  proved  an  incentive  for  undertaking 
delivery  at  any  risk,  and,  doubtless,  the  interests  of  the  mother  alone 
ought  to  decide  so  momentous  a  question  ;  indeed,  under  severe  and 
frequent  paroxysms,  especially  of  the  tetanic  kind,  the  child  is  frequent- 
ly stillborn.*     In  Colllns's  cases,  14  of  32  children,  including  two  twin 

♦  "  The  Caesarean  operation,  post  mortem,  might  he  performed  with /nint  hopes  of  success.  To 
detertr.ine,  instantly,  upon  the  operation  (for  delay  Is  inadmissible),  presupposes  a  promptitude  and 
composure  of  mind  to  which  few  can  lay  claim  ;  and  since  the  preservation  of  the  child,  theological- 
ly considered  (involving  the  baptismal  question),  is  viewed  with  opposite  feelings  liy  I'mleslants 
and  Talholics,  the  consent  of  the  nearest  relative,  or  friend,  is  essential  before  it  shoiilil  he  under- 
taken. A  late  practitioner  of  this  town  resorted  to  the  operation,  about  twenty  minutes  after  the 
BBOlher's  decease,  against  the  Inclination  of  the  friends  (Protestants);  and  although  the  operation 
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births,  were  born  alive.  Of  43  cases,  including  a  twin  birth,  which  oc- 
curred under  Dr.  F.  H.  Ramsboiham's  observation,  21  of  the  infants 
survived.  The  death  of  the  child  is  considered,  by  this  gentleman,  to 
depend  rather  upon  a  defective  utero-placental  circulation,  than  upon 
direct  pressure;  but  the  result  may  be  occasioned  by  either  cause. 

"  The  want  of  success  in  delivering  generally  arises  from  one  of  two 
causes;  the  first — delivering  too  early,  before  the  uterine  orifice  has  un- 
dergone sufficient  relaxation  ;  the  second — postponing  the  delivery  until 
effusion  has  taken  place,  or  a  fatal  inipression  been  made  upon  the 
brain.  Previous  to  delivery  being  attempted,  sufficient  relaxation  of  the 
uterus  must  therefore  be  obtained  by  bleeding  or  emetic  medicines  in 
nauseating  doses,  purgative  enemata,  and  perhaps  the  application  of 
belladonna  to  its  orifice,  otherwise  we  incur  the  risk  either  of  an  apo- 
plectic seizure,  or  a  laceration  of  the  uterus  or  vagina.  This  precau- 
tion has  less  regard  to  the  degree  of  dilatation  of  the  os  uteri  (for  the 
orifice  is  not  unfrequently  more  or  less  open  for  many  days  before  labor), 
than  to  its  state  of  softness  ;  and  if  a  decided  impression  be  made  upon 
it  during  the  paroxysm,  the  sooner  delivery  is  accomplished  the  better. 
Although  the  uterine  orifice  often  becomes  relaxed  earlier  than  we 
might  a  priori  infer,  a  moderate  degree  of  resistance  is,  in  every  deli- 
very, both  to  be  expected  and  desired  :  but  a  forcible  entry  into  the 
uterus  must  be  discountenanced  by  every  rational  practitioner.  Ash- 
well  considers  that  we  may  always  dilate  the  uterus  with  the  fingers :  a 
statement  which  I  cannot  assent  to,  and  it  is  with  marked  propriety  that 
Collins  strongly  cautions  the  practitioner  to  '  avoid  hasty  measures  for 
the  delivery  of  the  child.'" 

We  have  avoided  offering  our  individual  observation  of  cases  of  con- 
vulsions. But  of  twelve  of  which  we  have  records,  the  perforator  was 
used  once,  the  liead  being  low,  and  the  violence  of  the  fits  continuing 
unsubdued  under  the  fullest  trial  of  bleeding,  Stc.  made  it  physically 
impossible  to  apply  the  forceps  or  lever.  The  woman  did  well.  The 
lever  was  used  in  one  case  ;  the  woman  died.  In  this  case  only  one  fit 
occurred,  the  child  being  delivered  directly  after  it,  and  with  great  ease. 
The  woman  had  become  universally  and  enormously  oedematous  in  the 
latter  months  of  pregnancy,  and  after  delivery  effusion  had  taken  place 
within  the  thorax,  and  death  took  place  during  the  best  established 
symptoms  of  such  effusion.  In  the  third  case,  the  forceps  were  used  in 
the  last  moments  of  life.  The  convulsions  continued  unabated  till  death. 
There  was  reason  to  believe  that  the  disease  was  here  produced  by 
poison  administered  by  a  servant.  The  body  was  disinterred  some 
months  after  burial,  but  an  analysis  by  an  excellent  practical  chemist  did 
not  verify  the  suspicion.  Jn  nine  cases  the  delivery  was  trusted  to  the 
natural  powers,  excepting  that  in  some  of  them  the  membranes  were  rup- 
tured. The  greater  number  of  all  these  cases  were  first  deliveries. 
We  cannot,  then,  reconimend   forcible   delivery  from  our  own  observa- 


failed,  I  heard  the  principle  of  it  rondemned.  On  the  other  hand,  a  friend  of  mine,  on  a  recent  oc- 
casion, wari  blamed  l>y  t'le  husband  of  an  Irish  woman  (a  Catholic),  wlio  expired  very  snrtdeniy, 
near  the  end  of  pregnancy,  fur  not  resorting  to  it  at  the  end  of  half  .in  hour.  It  is  clearly  the  prac- 
titioner's duly  to  suggest  the  measure.  A  living  cliild  was  extracted  liy  the  Ctpsarean  operation, 
lifter  the  death  of  tlie  mother  by  apoplexy,  and  reported  in  the  Lancet  for  the  24th  January,  18^5, 
page  62G." 
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tion  of  convulsions.  We  should  farther  say  that  in  almost  every  case 
referred  to,  the  disease  occurred  during  pregnancy,  at  periods  varying 
from  six  montlis  to  the  expected  time  of  labor.  The  practice  and  its 
result  confirm  the  views  of  Dr.  Jngleby. 

But  suppose  delivery  be  determined  on,  the  author  next  considers 
how  it  shall  be  accomplished.  The  means  are  the  forceps — turning — 
perforating  the  head.  Now  the  rules  generally  adopted  in  using  either 
of  these  measures  are  to  be  rigidly  applied  in  the  case  of  convulsions. 
Mr.  1.  is  full  in  regard  to  them.  We  notice  here  the  same  wise  caution, 
the  same  regard  to  all.  actual  circumstances,  which  appear  throughout 
this  work,  and  make  it  so  highly  valuable.  The  forceps  are  to  be  pre- 
ferred in  cases  which  pern)it  their  use,  as  less  irritatiiiu  during  applica- 
tion and  use,  than  turning  certainly  ;  and  where  the  child  is  believed  to 
be  alive,  or  is  known  to  be  so  by  auscultation,  than  the  perforator. 
Suppose,  however,  the  head  be  above  the  brim,  and  the  parts  relaxed 
and  in  a  state  to  allow  of  forcible  delivery.  Apply  Levret's  long  forceps, 
and  if  it  be  impossible  to  do  so,  either  because  we  have  not  the  instru- 
ment or  cannot  apply  it,  why,  turn.  Dr.  Joseph  Clarke  recommends 
the  perforator,  and  gives  six  successful  cases.  But  turning  might  have 
done  as  well,  and  saved  one  or  more  of  the  infants.  When  the  head 
is  low,  and  the  child  dead,  and  the  forceps  or  lever  either  cannot  be  ap- 
plied or  are  useless,  then  the  perforator  must  be  used. 

The  following  railier  long  quotation  contains  much  useful  practical 
matter.  It  may  not  be  new,  but  we  are  desirous  to  give  our  readers  full 
opportunities  of  judging  the  author's  writings,  and  this  is  confessedly  best 
done  by  the  writings  themselves. 

"  Again,  the  attack  may  immediately  succeed  the  birth  of  the  child, 
previous  to  the  removal  of  the  placenta,  and  in  this  case  the  placenta 
will  most  probably  be  soon  expelled.  The  introduction  of  the  hand 
should,  if  j)ossible,  be  avoided,  on  account  of  the  straining  which  it 
would  occasion.  It  may,  perhaps,  excite  surprise  that  the  fit  should  oc- 
cur directly  after  delivery.  Possibly  it  may  arise  from  the  great  altera- 
tion in  the  circulating  system  produced  by  the  sudden  removal  of  pres- 
sure, or  an  immediate  and  violent  impression  on  the  nervous  system,  as 
it  has  been  known  to  be  momentarily  fatal.  The  paroxysm  which  suc- 
ceeds delivery  or  within  two  or  three  hours  (when  not  connected  with 
hemorrhage)  is  sometimes  evidently  referable  to  congestion  in  the  brain, 
but  more  frequently  to  neglected  states  of  the  bowels  during  the  last 
weeks  of  gestation.  The  first  changes  after  delivery,  however  natural, 
appear  instrumental  in  the  production  of  the  fit.  Distention  of  the 
bladder,  according  to  La  Motte  and  others,  may  occasion  an  attack  ; 
therefore  the  introduction  of  the  catheter  must  be  enforced  in  cases  of 
this  nature.  It  may  be  supposed  that  owing  to  the  violent  contraction 
of  the  abdominal  muscles,  the  bladder  will  be  emptied,  but  the  extent 
of  this  may  be  very  partial  ;  for  in  a  case  of  this  kind  occurring  after 
delivery,  although  the  urine  was  largely  discharged  during  the  fits,  there 
was  still  a  material  accumulation  in  the  bladder.  The  lochiae,  when  de- 
fective, and  connected  with  tenderness  over  the  hypogastrium,  must  be 
promoted  by  foraenlations — perhaps  leeching  the  vulva  and  other  ap- 
proved means. 
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"  Convulsions  arising  about  the  second  day  after  delivery,  are  usually 
connected  with  the  secretion  of  milk,  and  demand  active  depletion  ;  but 
subsequently  to  this  period  the  attack  will  probably  be  connected  with 
irritative  fever,  the  result  of  decomposed  portions  of  disrupted  placenta, 
of  which  1  have  seen  several  instances.  In  this  case  the  treatment  will 
consist  in  the  removal  of  the  cause,  allaying  the  febrile  excitement,  and 
supporting  the  strength.  Phlegmasia  dolens  is  a  frequent  sequel  of  this 
species  of  convulsions.  Whenever  the  6t  may  appear,  and  however 
well  the  patient  may  seem  to  be  on  its  ceasing,  a  very  vigilant  watch 
should  be  imposed  upon  her  for  many  days,  and  all  means  enforced  to 
ensure  tranquillity  of  the  system,  since  there  can  be  no  exemption  from 
another  attack  until  the  changes  in  the  uterine  system  are  nearly 
accomplished." 

"  As  respects  the  treatment  after  delivery,  it  may  be  observed,  that 
on  the  subsidence  of  a  long  protracted  coma,  sensibility  can  scarcely  be 
restored  suddenly.  We  have  now  to  contend  with  the  delirium  of  ma- 
nia rather  than  of  fever,  and  a  train  of  morbid  actions  as  the  result  of 
the  previous  cerebral  disturbance.  The  experience  both  of  Gooch  and 
Esquirol  furnish  ample  proof  that  in  this  form  of  disease  the  depleting 
system  is  rarely  admissible,  and  essential  as  bleeding  may  have  been  to 
preserve  life,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  worst  forms  of  delirium  are 
the  consequence  of  copious  depletion.  The  grand  object  in  the  treat- 
ment is  now  to  allay  nervous  irritation,  and  to  restore  the  natural  secre- 
tions by  the  mildest  means.  Though  the  presence  of  the  child  may 
perhaps  be  regarded  with  indifference,  yet,  as  it  may  increase  the  ex- 
citement, the  breasts  had  better  be  drawn  by  a  properly  quali6ed  person. 
Purging  must  be  avoided,  and  magnesia,  or  the  mildest  enemata  (broth 
for  instance),  used  for  keeping  the  bowels  open.  Effervescing  draughts 
with  soda  in  excess,  and  camphor  and  hyoscyamus  in  pills,  are  also  use- 
ful. The  apartment  should  be  sprinkled  with  the  chlorides,  and  well 
ventilated,  and  the  offensive  discharges  promptly  removed  :  the  linen  on 
the  j)erson  and  bed  must  be  changed  frequently;  the  face  and  head 
sponged  ;  the  horizontal  position  strictly  maintained,  and  as  the  urine 
and  faeces  are  often  passed  involuntarily,  the  bed  should  be  additionally 
guarded  by  skins  of  leather.  The  diet  should  consist  of  milk  and  wa- 
ter, cold  chicken  broth,  soda  water,  grapes,  oranges,  he.  Puerperal 
mania  almost  invariably  gives  way  to  soothing  means  and  moral  manage- 
ment ;  and  Esquirol  ascribes  the  recoveries  to  nature  rather  than  art. 
The  termination  of  eclampsia  in  permanent  mania  may  be  regarded  as 
peculiar  to  persons  in  whom  a  maniacal  predisposition,  or  an  excitement 
almost  amounting  to  it,  had  previously  existed  ;  and,  with  a  single  ex- 
ception, every  case  with  which  I  am  acquainted,  was  lollowed  sooner  or 
later  by  perfect  restoration  of  the  mental  powers.  In  the  instance  ex- 
cepted, delusions  were  established  common  to  the  ordinary  forms  of 
mania." 

Mr.  I.,  in  this  quotation,  speaks  of  an  attack  of  convulsions  after  de- 
livery being  produced  by  distended  bladder.  We  have  recently  met 
with  two  cases  threatening  convulsions,  in  which  the  whole  suffering  was 
produced  by  retained  coagula.     The  agony  was  most  violent.     In  the 
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pains  the  head  was  bent  back,  the  spine  strongly  curved,  the  limbs  rigid. 
Upon  passing  the  hand  over  the  abdomen,  the  womb  was  felt  to  be 
large,  unusually  so  alter  dehvery,  and  very  hard.  The  hand  was  at  length 
introduced  into  the  womb,  in  one  case,  and  the  coagula  removed  in  a  vast 
solid  mass.  A  tight  binder,  with  a  thick  compress  of  flannel  interposed 
between  it  and  the  integuments  over  the  uterine  tumor,  was  tightly  se- 
cured. The  patient  expressed  extreme  relief.  Sinking  soon  came 
on,  though  there  was  no  bleeding  to  produce  it;  the  pulse  remained  at 
the  wrist,  though  very  small ;  the  face  became  deathly  white  and  cold. 
Laudanum,  ammonia,  and  other  stimulants,  were  vigorously  used.  Re- 
action occurred,  and  the  Woman  did  well.  It  was  necessary  for  nearly 
four  hours  to  be  nigh  the  patient,  and  constantly  to  administer  sustaining 
drinks.  Nausea  and  full  vomiting  preceded  the  fullest  establishment  of 
reaction.  In  the  other  case,  the  womb  emptied  itself  with  perfect 
relief. 

We  must  here  take  leave  of  this  very  excellent  volume.  It  will  give 
us  great  pleasure  to  return  to  it,  and  finish  the  analysis  now  begun,  in 
some  future  number. 


TRANSMISSION    OF    VACCINE  VIRUS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — I  noticed  in  your  paper  of  Wednesday  last  some  remarks 
respecting  an  unfavorable  result  in  introducing  the  vaccine  virus  into 
Siam,  in  consequence,  probably,  of  the  length  of  the  passage,  and  the 
virus  not  being  properly  prepared  to  preserve  its  activity  and  freshness 
during  the  changes  of  so  long  a  voyage  ;  and,  also.  Dr.  Bradley's  urgent 
request  that  some  means  be  devised  that  the  vaccine  virus  might  be  trans- 
mitted to  him,  without  undergoing  a  loss  of  its  active  principle.  Having 
given  the  subject  some  little  reflection,  I  am  prepared  to  say  that  I  can 
conceive  of  no  very  great  difficulty  that  would  attend  the  introduction 
of  the  virus  to  that  place.  Two  very  probable  modes  suggest  them- 
selves. The  first  is  the  following,  viz.:  let  a  phial,  sufficiently  large  to 
contain  the  virus,  be  coated  with  tin  foil,  in  a  similar  manner  to  the 
Ley  den  jar,  on  the  whole  of  its  external  surface.  Charge  the  phial 
with  the  fresh  matter,  and  instantly  cork  it  tight,  and  tie  over  the  cork  a 
cap  of  new  bladder,  coating  the  same  with  wax.  Have  ready  another 
phial,  coated  in  like  manner,  and  sufficiently  large  to  admit  the  one  con- 
taining the  virus,  with  a  space  of  an  inch  or  more  both  around  and  at 
the  top  and  bottom  of  the  phial,  which  space  is  to  be  filled  in  a  careful 
and  compact  manner  with  chloride  of  sodium,  or  common  sea  salt. 
The  salt  is  to  be  moderately  povvdered,  so  that  it  may  be  more  closely 
and  compactly  pressed  about  the  inner  phial.  The  mouth  is  to  be  well 
corked,  and  covered  in  the  same  way  as  the  first.  Some  caution  should 
be  given  in  selecting  the  pure  chloride  of  sodium,  as  it  is  ofien  the  case 
that  it  is  contaminated  with  muriate  of  magnesia,  which  will  cause  the 
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salt  to  deliquesce,  and  therefore  render  the  packing  too  incomplete  to 
preserve  the  matter  from  the  warmth  of  the  atmosphere.  Light,  as  well 
as  heat,  possesses  the  property  of  decomposing  very  readily  any  active 
matter  subject  to  chemical  influence.  By  coating  the  phials  with  tin 
foil,  it  not  only  entirely  excludes  the  light,  but,  by  stopping  the  pores  of 
the  glass,  the  deteriorating  effects  of  the  atmosphere  also.  The  chloride 
of  .sodium  possesses  the  property  of  rejecting  and  repelling  heat,  and, 
when  properly  prepared  in  the  manner  prescribed  above,  vaccine  matter 
or  almost  any  substance  may  be  kept  a  long  time,  and  1  should  conclude 
that,  with  an  ordinary  passage,  it  could  be  sent  to  Siarn,  in  a  fit  and  per- 
fect state  for  use.  1  need  not  suggest,  however,  that  all  possible  care 
should  be  exercised  in  keeping  the  package  in  the  coolest  part  of  the 
ship — also  well  packed  in  saw  dust,  in  a  box,  so  that  the  phials  should 
not  be  exposed,  nor  be  liable  to  be  opened. 

The  second,  and  most  eligible  mode,  which  has  been  suggested  to  me 
by  my  learned  friend,  Benjamin  Crowninsliield,  Esq.,  is  to  transmit  the 
matter  alive;  or,  in  other  words,  by  successive  or  continued  vaccination 
in  a  ship's  crew  or  a  company  of  missionaries  bound  to  that  part  of  the 
world.  The  process  of  vaccination  is  now  well  known  to  be  simple, 
and  devoid  of  danger  or  inconvenience,  and  would  in  no  ordinary  case 
deter  the  patient  from  attending  to  his  business  or  duty  about  the  ship. 
An  average  passage  being  not  over  five  months,  and  the  time  of  taking 
the  matter  from  the  arm  not  being  generally  under  the  sixteenth  or 
seventeenth  day,  we  should  readily  conclude  that  out  of  a  ship's  crew, 
or  a  company  of  missionaries,  which  goes  with  nearly  every  vessel 
bound  to  tliat  place,  might  be  found  subjects  enough  for  vaccination,  to 
carry  the  matter  to  Dr.  Bradley  alive  ;  or,  if  it  did  not  reach  there  en- 
tirely in  this  state,  it  would  in  all  probability  be  so  near,  that,  with  a 
little  care  in  its  preservation,  it  would  arrive  to  him  in  a  state  which  he 
so  much  desires,  and  w'hich  in  all  probability  would  be  the  means  of 
saving  the  lives  of  thousands  of  our  fellow  beings. 

These  few  remarks  have  been  suggested  in  haste,  and  if  you  consider 
them  worthy  of  notice,  you  are  at  liberty  to  make  what  disposition  of 
them  you  think  proper.  Respectfully  yours, 

Roxbury,  Aug.  7,  1837.  Andrew  Stone. 
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ITALIAN   MEDICAL   LITERATURE. 


Trattato  di  Clinica  Chirurgica. — Our  distinguished  correspondent,  Dr. 
Portal,  of  Palermo,  has  sent  us  two  octavo  volumes,  recently  written  by 
himself,  duplicates  of  which  are  in  our  care  for  the  Medical  Societies  of 
Philadelphia  and  New  York.     The  title  of  the  first   is  given  above,  and 
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the  other,  of  similar  dimensions,  Memorie-Medico-Chirurgiche,  del  Dottor 
Placido  Portal,  vol.  primo,  came  from  the  press  the  present  season. 
In  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  volumes  of  this  Journal,  translations 
from  the  medical  writings  of  this  gentleman  were  occasionally  intro- 
duced. Every  |)aper  bears  the  impress  of  deep  investigation  and  a  most 
thorough  devotion  to  the  science  of  medicine.  He  is  a  nephew  of  the 
celebrated  Assalini,  whose  ingenuity  in  devising  various  instruments  for 
facilitating  difficult  surgical  operations  was  acknowledged  by  the  Royal 
Society,  and  the  London  Journals  of  the  time  were  careful  to  note  his 
discoveries  and  proclaim  his  merits. 

Gentlemen  wishing  to  make  themselves  acquainted  with  modern 
Italian  literature,  but  more  particularly  with  the  progress  of  science  in 
Sicily,  would  find  Dr.  Portal  an  extremely  obliging  correspondent.  His 
connection  with  all  the  learned  societies,  gives  him  peculiar  advantages 
for  collecting  their  various  publications,  which  he  has  always  been 
prompt  in  forwarding  to  the  address  of  those  who  manifest  a  disposition 
to  exchange  civilities. 

Extracts  from  the  above-mentioned  works  will  be  given  in  the  Journal 
occasionally,  as  the  translations  are  completed. 


Medical  Lectures. — Several  schools  will  commence  their  annual  course 
of  lectures  in  the  latter  part  of  the  present  and  the  beginning  of  next 
month.  In  Harvard  University  the  term  does  not  open  till  JNovember, 
which  is,  we  think,  against  the  interest  of  the  institution.  When  the 
lecture  season  begins  here,  nearly  all  the  other  schools  within  three  hun- 
dred miles  of  Boston,  have  more  than  half  finished.  With  the  advan- 
tages possessed  by  the  medical  college  of  this  city,  connected,  as  it  is, 
with  an  admirably  conducted  hospital,  we  should  be  glad  to  have  its 
claims  appreciated  by  students  at  a  distance.  There  are  so  many  medi- 
cal charities  supported  by  the  citizens  of  Boston,  that  a  person  studying 
here  must  be  culpably  idle  not  to  be  well  taught  in  every  department  of 
the  profession  of  medicine. 


Physiology  of  the  JYervoiis  System. — M.  Magendie,  who  undoubtedly 
possesses  the  happiest  tact  of  any  man  living  for  delivering  lectures  in 
an  interesting  manner,  is  now  giving  a  course  on  the  physiology  of  the 
nervous  system,  illustrated  by  frequent  experiments  on  small  animals.  In 
the  twentieth  lecture  he  divided  the  fifth  nerve  in  a  rabbit,  to  show  how 
insensible  the  external  acoustic  apparatus  was  instantly  made  by  the 
operation.  A  probe  thrust  into  the  tympanum  was  not  regarded.  But  in 
a  second  rabbit,  one  side  only  suffered  a  division,  and  the  other  re- 
mained unmolested.  Whilst  the  poor  quadruped  was  convulsed  with 
pain  by  the  touch  of  the  instrument  on  the  membrane  in  the  one,  in  the 
other  no  sensation  was  manifested.  A  strong  dog  being  placed  on  the 
table  to  exhibit  the  same  phenomena  on  a  larger  scale,  he  broke  from 
his  tormentors  in  a  paroxysm  of  fury  caused  by  distress,  and  made  a  for- 
tunate escape  from  the  theatre  of  the  learned  physiologist. 


Medical  Fees. — In  the  United  States  and  England  the  cost  of  profes- 
sional advice  is  represented  to  be  much  higher  than  in  any  other  country. 
There  seems  to  be  a  necessity  for  it,  for  they  are  the  dearest  countries  to 
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live  in  on  the  globe.  IMedical  charges  by  no  means  correspond  with 
the  price  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  notwithstanding  this  complaint,  made 
by  those  who  know  nothing  of  the  cares  and  responsibilities  of  profes- 
sional drudgery.  In  illustration  of  the  above  declaration,  a  gentleman 
remarked  to  us  the  other  evening,  that  he  called,  when  in  Paris,  on  the 
celebrated  Louis  (or  advice.  This  was  at  his  house.  Subsequently,  the 
doctor  visited  him  twice  at  his  lodgings,  went  through  a  long  examination 
of  his  case,  and  afterwards  sent  him  five  written  pages  of  directions  to 
follow  while  his  travels  were  continued  in  Europe — and  for  the  whole, 
charged  less  than  twenty  dollars  !  It  should  be  recollected,  however,  that 
France  is  the  cheapest  realm,  in  the  catalogue  of  kingdoms,  to  sub- 
sist in. 


Yelloio  Fever. — Latest  accounts  from  Havana  represent  the  prevalence 
of  yellow  fever  among  the  shipping.  Since  the  appointment  of  Gen. 
Tacon  to  the  distinguished  post  of  Governor  of  Cuba,  those  terrific 
scenes,  by  the  disease,  which  were  thought  could  not  be  allayed  by  sani- 
tory  precautions,  have  entirely  passed  away.  The  simple  process  of 
keeping  the  streets  clean  has  produced  this  happy  result.  Strangers  are 
the  principal  victims  at  the  present  time.  It  is  inferred,  therefore,  that 
the  health  police,  which  has  been  extremely  vigilant  heretofore,  has  be- 
come negligent,  and  the  accumulation  of  vegetable  matter  in  various 
stages  of  decomposition  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  shipping,  has  given 
rise  to  the  malady. 

Medical  Appointments. — It  has  been  officially  announced  that  Dr. 
Robert  E.  Dorsey,  of  Baltimore  Co.  has  been  elected  professor  of  Ma- 
teria JNtedica,  in  the  University  of  Maryland,  and  Dr.  M.  A.  Finley,  of 
Washington  Co.,  elevated,  in  the  same  institution,  to  the  chair  of  Theo- 
ry and  Practice.  An^anatomical  demonstrator,  beside  a  teacher  of  che- 
mistry and  surgery,  is  still  to  be  found  by  the  trustees.  An  adjunct 
professor  of  Anatomy  is  also  to  be  appointed  in  the  New  York  College 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons — a  very  desirable  place  indeed. 


Diseases  of  St.  Croix. — Notwithstanding  the  brightness  of  the  sky 
and  the  proverbial  salubrity  of  the  atmosphere  in  St.  Croix,  the  EI 
Dorado  of  valetudinarians  from  the  United  States,  there  is  one  peculiarity 
in  the  condition  of  things  there,  which  has  never  been  satisfactorily  ex- 
plained. This  is  the  tendency  to  lockjaw  which  men,  women,  children, 
and  animals  participate  in  alike.  This  fact  is  referred  to  in  Dr.  Tucker- 
man's  recent  letter  in  the  Journal,  and  is  so  notorious  amongst  the  plant- 
ers, that  it  has  ceased  to  be  a  matter  of  wonder.  It  forms  a  curious  sub- 
ject for  medical  philosophizing,  how  it  happens  that  slight  wounds,  bruises 
and  contusions,  resulting  from  the  most  common  and  ordinary  circum- 
stances, are  frequently  followed  by  an  intense  rigidity  of  the  maxillary 
muscles,  which  scarcely  relax  in  death.  There  is  good  authority  for  as- 
sertinfT  that  the  domestic  animals  arc  equally  liable  to  the  same  malady, 
though,  when  young,  they  seem  less  predisposed  than  m  adult  age. 
Those  conversant  with  the  domestic  condition  of  the  inhabitants  of  St. 
Croix,  are  familiar  with  the  general  custom  of  drinking  rain  water,  which 
is  not  always  of  the  purest   kind,  being  sometimes  extremely  ofTensive 
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from  being  kept  a  long  time,  during  continued  droughts,  in  wooden  tanks. 
Those  who  can  afford  the  expense,  are  careful  to  filter  that  which  they 
drink,  through  stone,  but  the  laborers  have  no  such  preparation,  and  they 
are  obviously  the  greatest  sufferers  from  lockjaw.  JVo  mention  has  been 
made  of  a  similar  predisposition  to  the  disease  in  any  of  the  adjacent 
islands,  although  their  geological  appearance  is  very  similar. 

05^  Many  of  our  subscribers  will  find  their  bills  enclosed  in  this  number  of  the 
Journal.  An  early  attention  to  each  one  of  them  is  requested,  especially  to  those 
which  should  long  ago  have  received  it.  Distant  subscribers  are  desired  to  for- 
ward U.  S.  Bank  or  Eastern  bills,  when  such  can  be  procured.  When  this  cannot 
be  done,  those  which  are  generally  current  in  their  own  State  will  be  received,  so 
that  there  need  be  no  delay  on  account  of  the  unsettled  state  of  the  currency. — 
Money  may  be  sent,  by  mail  or  otherwise,  to  the  publisher  or  either  of  the  follow- 
ing agents  : — Mess.  Duren  «Si.  Thatcher,  Bangor,  Me. ;  Luke  Howe,  Esq.  P.  M.  Jaf- 
frey,  N.  H.;  Israel  Hinckley,  Esq.  P.  M.  Topsham,  Vt. ;  Mr.  Joseph  Balch,  jr. 
Providence,  R.  I. ;  Charles  Hooker,  M.D.  New  Haven,  Ct.  ;  T.  O.  H.  Croswel, 
Esq.  P.  M.  Catskill,  N.  Y. ;  S.  Freeman,  Esq.  P.  M.  Williamstown,  N.  Y. ;  Mr. 
Charles  S.  Francis,  bookseller,  Broadway,  New  York ;  Mr.  W.  C.  Little,  book- 
seller, Albany,  N.  Y. ;  William  A.  Gillespie,  M.D.  Ellisville,  Louisa  County, 
Va.  ;  Mr.  L.  Dwelle,  Augusta,  Ga.;  S.  Mayfield,  M.D.Franklin,  Tenn.;  J.  R. 
Bowers.  Esq.  P.  M.  York,  Washtenaw  Co.  Mich. ;  Mess.  Hedge  &  Lyman,  Mon- 
treal, L.  C. ;  Mr.  Joseph  Tardif,  Quebec,  L.  C. 

Died, — At  Fort  Mitchell,  Ala.,  Dr.  Dayton  Spencer,  aged  35,  a  native  of  Can- 
ton, Conn. — At  Hartford,  Ct.,  Nathan  Strong,  M.D.,  agfed  56. — At  Portland,  Me., 
Dr.  John  P.  Briggs,  45. — At  Willow  Spring,  Mi.,  Dr.  Rufus  H.  King,  aged  28. 

Whole  number  of  deaUis  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Aug.  12,  39.     Males,  21— Females,  18. 

Consumption,  3 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  1 — teething,  1 — dysentery,  5 — canker  in  the  bowels,  2 — 
cholera  infantum,  2 — measles,  2— infantile,  1 — intemperance,  1— erysipelas,  1 — marasmus,  1 — typhus 
fever,  1 — lung  fever,  1 — hives,  1 — inflammation  on  the  brain,  1 — croup,  1 — dropsy,  1 — delirium  tre- 
mens, 1 — stillborn,  2 

BERKSHIRE    MEDICAL   INSTITUTION. 

The  .\nnna1  Course  of  Lectures  for  1837,  will  commence  the  last  Tliursday  in  August  and  continue 
thirteen  weeks. 

Theory  and  Practice  pf  Medicine  and  Obstetrics,  by        ....        H.  H.  Childs,  M.D. 

Pathological  Anatomy,  by----  ----E.  Bartlett,  M.D. 

Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  by  -  -----  David  Palmer,  W.D. 

Botany,  Chemistry  and  Natural  Philosophy,  by         -        -  -  -  C.  Dewey,  M.D. 

Surgery  and  Physiology,  by  -  -  -  -  -  -  W.  Parker,  M.D. 

General  and  Special  Anatomy,  by        -------        R.  Watts,  Jr.,  M.D. 

Legal  Medicine,  by        --------  -  -  Hon.  Henry  Hubbard. 

Fee  for  the  Tickets  of  all  the  Professors,  $50.  Those  who  have  attended  two  full  courses  at  an 
incorporated  medical  school,  ,f  10.     Graduation,  $16.     Board  not  exceeding  $2  per  week. 

By  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  passed  April,  1837,  the  Berk.<liire  Medical  Institu- 
tion is  constituted  an  iiidepeiuUiit  Medical  College,  with  authority  to  confer  degrees,  and  the  graduates 
are  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  which  pertain  to  the  medical  graduates  of  Harvard 
University. 

By  a  vote  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  passed  the  31st  of  May  last,  the  graduates  of  the 
Berkshire  .Medical  Institution,  are  e.x  officio  entitled  to  admission  as  Fellows  of  said  Society. 

C.  DEWEY, 
July  19— 6t  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 

COLLEGE   OF   PHYSICIANS    AND   SURGEOXS  of  the  Western  District— Fairfield,  Herkimer 
county. — The  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  October,  and  con- 
tinue sixteen  weeks.     The  lectures  will  be  delivered  as  follows. 
On  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by  ------  James  Hadley,M.D. 

On  Anatomy  and  Physiolosy,  by  -  -  .  -        -  James  .McNaughtok,  M.D. 

On  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  -  -  T.  Romeyn  Beck,  M.D. 

On  the  Practice  of  Physic  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  by  John  Delamateb,  Al.D. 
On  Surgery  and  Obstetrics,  by  _  .  .  -  -  Reuben  D.  Ml-ssey,  M.D. 

The  advanced  age  and  increasing  infirmities  of  Professor  Willoughby,  President  of  the  College, 
will  hardly  allow  him  to  lecture  during  the  ensuing  term,  and  the  course  formerly  given  by  him  will 
therefore  be  given  by  Professor  Mussey. 

Price  of  tickets  for  the  whole  course,  .'SM.  The  professors  are  providod  with  ample  collections  to 
illustrate  their  lectures,  and  every  facility  is  afforded  for  the  practical  acquisition  of  tlie  profession. 

The  board  is  aslow,  if  not  lower,  than  in  any  other  villace  in  the  State.  Additional  information, 
if  needed,  may  be  obtained  by  applying  to  any  of  the  professors.  JAMES  HADLEY,  Register. 

Aug.  16— -It 
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MEDICAL    SCHOOL  OF  HARVARD    UNIVERSITY. 

THE  Medical  Lectures  in  Harvard  University  will  begin  on  the  first  Wednesday  \n  November,  In 
Mason  street,  Boston,  at  9   o'clocit,  A.   M.,  and  continue  thirteen   weeks.     For  tlie  following  four 
weeks,  the  Hosiiital  and  Dissectins  room  will  he  kept  open,  and  some  Lectures  \vill   be  given,  with- 
out additional  expense,  to  such  students  as  may  remain. 
The  following  Courses  of  Lectures  will  be  delivered  to  the  class  of  the  ensuing  season.        Fees. 
Anatomy,  and  the  Operations  of  Surgery,  by  John  C.  Warren,  M.D.  $15 

Chemistry,  bv  John  W.  Webster,  M.D.  15 

Mi<lwi(ery  aiid  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  Walter  Channing,  M.D.  10 

Materia  Medica  and  Clinical  Medicine,  by  Jacob  Bigelow,  M.D.  10 

Principles  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  by  Geo.  Hayward,  M.D.  10 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  John  Ware,  M.D.  la 

By  an  additional  act  of  the  Legislature  of  MassachusetTs,  the  opportunities  for  the  study  of  Prac- 
tical .\natomy  are  now  placed  upon  the  most  liberal  fniung,  and  an  ample  supply  of  subjects  for  the 
wants  of  science  will  he  legallv  provided  at  a  small  expense. 

The  .Massachusetts  General  Hospital  is  open  without  fee  to  students  attending  the  Lectures  of  the 
physicians  and  surgeons.  Clinical  Lectures  are  given  several  times  in  each  week,  and  surgical  opera- 
tions are  frequent.  .       ^,.       ■     ,   . 

To  the  Medical  College  is  attached  a  Medical  Library,  a  costly  and  extensive  Chemical  Apparatus, 
and  Collections  illustrative  of  Midwifery,  Materia  Medica,  and  Healthy  and  Morbid  Anatomy. 

WALTER.  CHANNING, 
Boston,  July  5,  1837.  tXov,  1.  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine. 

MEDICAL   LECTURES   IN   THE   CINCINNATI   COLLEGE. 

The  session  commences  the  last  Monday  of  Octobsr,  and  ends  the  last  day  of  February. 
Special  and  Surgical  Anatomy,  by      ------        Dr.  M'Dowell. 

General  and  Pathological  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by        -        -    Dr.  Gross. 
Surgery,  by   -----------        l^r-  P^bker. 

Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  peculiar  to  Women  and  Children,  by  Dr.  Rives. 
Chemistry  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by   -        -        -        -        -    Dr.  Roglrs. 

Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  by Dr.  Harrison. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by    -.----    Dr.  Drake. 

Dissections  and  Practical  Anatomy,  by       -----        Dr.  Trimble. 

Clinical  Instruction  in  the  Cincinnati  Hospital,  by       -        -        -    Drs.  Drake,  Parked  and  Rives 

Professor  Parker,  now  in  Europe  for  the  puichase  of  additional  books  and  apparatus,  will  return  in 

Dr.  Trimble  will  open  the  rooms  for  Practical  Anatomy  on  the  1st  of  C  ^ber,  and  Prof.  M'Dowell 
will  at  the  same  time  commence  a  preliminary  course  of  Osteology. 

Expenses.— Tickets  for  the  Professors,  $15  each  :  .Matriculation,  $5;  L..  ticket  (optional)  $3  ; 

Hospital  trcket,  $5  ;  Anatomical  Rooms,  $10.     Total,  $125.    Respectable  boaruing  and  lodging  can 
be  had  at  S3  a  week. 

As  we  have  no  national  circulating  medium,  the  Faculty  consider  it  proper  to  give  notice,  that  they 
will  receive  from  students,  at  pur,  the  current  bank  bills  of  the  d.tTerent  States  in  which  they  respec- 
tively reside.  By  order  of  the  Faculty. 

Aug9— 3t  J.  B.  ROGERS,  Dean. 


MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  medical  instruction.  A  convenient  room 
has  been  provided  for  this  purpose,  which  will  be  open  to  the  students  at  all  hours.  'I  hey  will  have 
access  to  an  extensive  medical  library,  and  every  other  necessary  facility  for  the  acquirement  of  a 
thorough  medical  education. 

Opportunities  will  be  offered  for  the  observation  of  diseases  and  their  treatment  in  f7(!o  Dispensary 
districts,  embracing  Wards  1,  2  and  3,  and  in  cases  which,  wilt  be  treated  at  the  room  daily. 
Instruction  will  be  given  by  clinical  and  other  lectures,  and  by  examinations  at  least  twice  a  week. 
Sufficient  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  Anatomy. 

For  further  information,  application  maybe  made  at  the  room,  over  103  Hanover  street,  or  to 
the  subscribers.  EPHRALM  BUCK,  M.D. 

ASA  B.  SNOW,  M.D. 
E.  WALTER  LEACH,  M.D. 
Boston,  August  9,  1837.  HENRY  G.  CLARK,  MD 

'       "  '  JOSEPH  MORIARTY,  M.D. 


TO   MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

The  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  in  all  the  branches  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery.     A  suitable  room  will  be  provided,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  medical 
library,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  districts  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  Eye 
and  Ear  Infirmary,  and  of  attending  a  course  of  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye. 
A  regular  course  of  recitations  and  examinations  will  include  all  the  required  professional  works. 
Anatomical  instruction  and  private  dissection  will  form  a  prominent  part  in  the  study  of  the  pupils. 
For  further  information,  apply  to  eitherof  the  subscribers.  JOHN  J  EFFRIES,  M.D. 

R.  W.   HOOPER,  M.D. 
ii-ranWin  Street,  JVoH.  9,  183fi.  July  19-Gm  JOHN  H.   DIX,  M.D. 


THE  BOSTO.V  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CLAPP,  JR.  at  74  Washington  Street,  fourdoors  sinitli  of  City  Hall,  to  whom  all  communications 
must  be  addressed, pn.st-paiiZ.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  containing  the  weekly 
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GERHARD  ON  TYPHUS  FEVER. 

[The  last  number  of  the  American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences 
contains  a  very  interesting  and  valuable  article  on  the  typhus  fever 
which  occurred  in  Philadelphia  in  the  spring  and  summer  of  1836,  by 
W.  W, 'Gerhard,  M.D.,  one  of  the  Physicians  of  the  Blockley  Hospital. 
From  the  more  practical  part  of  Dr.  G.'s  paper,  we  make  a  few 
extracts.] 

Prognosis. — We  inferred  with  considerable  certainty  that  a  patient 
would  recover  who  was  admitted  at  the  early  stages  of  the  affection, 
and  whose  constitution  was  not  broken  down  by  previous  diseases  or 
excesses.  The  event  generally  justified  this  opinion,  as  the  results 
of  the  treatment  will  prove.  Typhus,  therefore,  is  not  a  very  mortal 
disorder,  although  always  dangerous.  It  is  scarcely  more  fatal  than 
dothinenteritis  or  pneumonia.  When  the  stupor  was  extreme,  so 
severe  as  almost  to  amount  to  coma,  the  prognosis  was  nearly  always 
fatal;  but  if  the  stupor  could  be  diminished,  although  only  for  a  short 
time,  by  rousing  the  patient  or  addressing  him  in  a  loud  tone  of  voice, 
the  fever  might  be  expected  to  terminate  favorably.  We  could  not 
trace  a  close  connection  between  the  degree  of  subsultus,  or  the  altera- 
tion of  the  senses  or  sensibility,  and  the  danger  of  the  disease.  The 
affection  of  the  lungs  was  generally  moderate,  and  was  therefore 
omitted  in  our  calculations;  still,  decided  pneumonia  became  a  grave 
complication,  and  evidently  proved  fatal  to  one  of  our  patients.  The 
prognosis  was  extremely  unfavorable  if  the  prostration,  which  is  so 
frequent  in  the  latter  stages  of  the  disease,  happened  to  occur  at  the 
beginning,  or  during  its  course,  before  the  complete  abatement  of  the 
fever. 

The  prognosis  was  different  at  various  periods  of  the  epidemic. 
The  same  rule  extended  to  typhus  as  to  cholera,  and  other  epidemics 
of  malignant  disease.  At  the  beginning  the  cerebral  symptoms  were 
more  violent  than  they  were  afterwards,  and  our  prognosis  was  grave, 
in  accordance  with  the  great  mortality  which  then  occurred.  But 
afterwards,  when  the  fever  was  less  extended,  it  also  became  a  less 
mortal  disease,  and  we  anticipated  the  Tecovery  of  the  patient  in 
nearly  every  case.  This  rule  of  prognosis  should  therefore  not  be 
overlooked  by  those  who  may  witness  similar  epidemics ;  if  they  are 
limited  and  short,  the  success  of  treatment  will  seem  very  great ;  but 
if  their  form  be  more  violent,  a  fatal  termination  may  be  expected  in 
a  considerable  proportion  of  patients. 
3 
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That  typhus  is  clearly  a  contagious  disease,  was  fully  proved  in  the 
epidemic  of  1836  at  Philadelpiiia.  Its  contagious  property  is  also  ad- 
mitted by  most  authors  who  have  accurately  observed  the  same  disease. 
We  must  therefore  immediately  take  precautions  for  the  complete  sepa- 
ration of  typhus  patients  from  those  affected  with  other  diseases.  If 
the  number  of  typhus  cases  be  small,  these  precautions  need  not  be  so 
strictly  enforced  ;  and  may  be  limited  to  the  free  ventilation  of  the 
ward  and  the  preservation  of  absolute  cleanliness.  The  contagious 
principle  does  not  extend  far  from  the  individual,  and  is  readily  dissipa- 
ted by  free  ventilation.  The  chlorides  of  lime  and  soda  were  used  free- 
ly about  the  bed  of  the  patient ;  and  although  they  certainly  did  not 
prove  substitutes  for  fresh  air,  they  were  useful,  and  the  chlorine  in  a 
great  degree  neutralized  the  offensive  exhalation  from  the  patients. 
We  need  not  add  that  the  friends  of  the  patient  should  be  excluded 
from  his  apartment,  except  as  many  as  may  be  required  for  the  neces- 
sary services  to  the  sick.  This  exclusion  is  necessary  to  prevent  the 
propagation  of  the   disease,  and  preserve  the  air  of  the  room  in  purity. 

In  practice  we  should  remember  these  precautions  ;  and  although  at 
the  time,  typhus  may  not  exist,  practitioners  throughout  the  country 
should  recollect  this  necessity.  For  partial  epidemics  of  petechial 
typhus  will  undoubtedly  again  occur;  and  if  they  are  not  managed  with 
the  necessary  care,  the  disease  may  extend  to  a  large  number  of  pa- 
tients who  would  otherwise  have  escaped,  We  are  the  more  earnest 
in  calling  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  this  subject,  as  the  disputes 
relative  to  the  contagion  of  yellow  fever  have  certainly  unsettled  the 
minds  of  many  physicians  on  the  subject  of  contagion  in  febrile  diseases. 
But  as  we  possess  clear  demonstrative  evidence  of  the  direct  contagion 
of  petechial  typhus,  it  would  be  both  absurd  and  criminal  to  neglect  the 
appropriate  hygienic  measures. 

The  treatment  which  was  usually  pursued  by  us,  may  be  learned 
from  a  study  of  the  remedies  already  indicated  ;  but  as  their  separate 
examination  tends  to  break  up  the  connection  of  this  description,  we 
will  state  in  a  few  words  what  treatment  we  thought  preferable  under 
ordinary  circumstances.  At  the  beginning  local  blood-letting  will  di- 
minish the  cephalalgia  or  other  local  uneasiness  which  may  chance  to 
exist ;  general  bleeding  is  to  be  used  only  as  an  occasional  treatment ; 
afterwards  the  patient  should  be  kept  upon  a  mild  farinaceous  diet,  with 
a  little  animal  broth.  The  heat  of  the  surface  is  to  be  moderated  by 
cool  or  tepid  sponging,  preferring  a  solution  of  chloride  of  soda  to 
simple  water.  The  effervescing  draught  and  other  mild  beverages  may 
be  taken  as  a  common  drink,  more  stimulating  diaphoretics  if  the 
strength  of  the  patient  should  fail  ;  wine  and  other  stimulants  should  be 
given  when  the  prostration  is  great ;  and  quinine,  with  a  concentrated 
diet,  should  be  added  when  the  fever  subsides,  and  the  skin  becomes 
cool.  Emetics,  purgatives  and  blisters  were  found  useful  occasional 
prescriptions,  adapted  to  the  removal  of  particular  states  of  the  system, 
but  did  not  answer  our  expectations  as   a  general  method  of  treatment. 

The  mortality  amongst  the  cases  which  were  treated  by  us  from  the 
begiiming  was  not  great ;  but   the  total  loss  of  patients  admitted  at  ad- 
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vaticed  periods  of  the  disease,  many  of  whom  were  moribund,  was  very- 
considerable,  about  one  in  three.  The  best  means  of  judging  is  to  ex- 
amine the  mortahty  amongst  tlie  officers  and  servants  of  the  house  who 
happened  to  be  taken  with  fever  while  in  a  good  or  tolerable  health. 
Of  these  patients  two  died,  making  about  one  in  seven.  Of  the  two 
who  died  one  was  paralytic,  enfeebled  and  advanced  in  years;  the  other 
vvas*^young  woman  in  good  health,  but  was  affected  at  the  beginning 
of  the  epidemic,  when  the  disease  was  very  severe,  and  our  notions  of 
the  treatment  were  not  so  definite  as  they  afterwards  became.  The 
mortality  is  not  then  great,  under  favorable  circumstances ;  but  is  very 
large  when  neglect,  bad  food,  crowded  apartments,  a  broken  constitution, 
and  above  all,  a  severe  form  of  the  epidemic,  are  combined. 

The  duration  of  this  disease,  after  it  was  fully  formed,  varied  from 
eleven  to  twenty-eight  days.  In  a  few  cases  it  was  protracted  for  a  still 
longer  time,  but  these  cases  were  complicated  with  an  accidental  lesion, 
developed  during  the  course  of  the  fever,  and  lasting  after  the  latter  had 
completely  disappeared.  The  average  duration,  exclusive  of  the  cases 
which  terminated  in  death  or  in  sloughing  of  the  depending  parts,  or 
disease  of  the  chest,  was  nineteen  and  a  half  days.  About  one  half 
the  cases  terminated  at  or  very  near  the  twentieth  day  (from  19th  to 
21st  inclusive).  In  the  cases  which  lasted  less  than  the  average  time, 
most  of  the  patients  were  below  the  age  of  twenty  years,  so  that  youth 
not  only  diminishes  the  danger  of  typhus  but  shortens  its  duration.  After 
twenty  the  duration  of  the  disease  did  not  seem  to  depend  upon  the  age 
of  the  patient. 

The  duration  of  the  cases  which  entered  at  an  early  period  of  the 
disease  was  less  than  that  of  those  ailmitrisd  after  the  first  week. 
Whether  the  longer  duration  of  the  latter  cases  depended  upon  the 
want  of  care  and  previous  bad  treatment,  or  whether  the  cases  admitted 
at  the  later  periods  of  the  fever  were  selected  in  consequence  of  their 
not  recovering  so  rapidly  as  other  patients,  cannot  be  rigorously  demon- 
strated. We  believe  much  of  the  difference  arose  from  the  absence  of 
medical  attention  and  the  necessary  comforts  of  life,  as  many  of  these 
protracted  cases  were  evidently  slight,  but  they  were  nevertheless  pro- 
longed beyond  the  average  duration. 

The  general  conclusions  with  respect  to  the  power  of  treatment, 
are,  that  though  it  cannot  cut  short  the  petechial  typhus  after  the  disease 
is  formed,  it  may  shorten  the  duration,  diminish  the  mortality,  and  miti- 
gate the  severity  of  the  symptoms. 


IDENTITY,    SLEEP  AND     DREAMING. 

(Concluded  from  page  17.) 

In  considering  the  bearing  which  the  late  case  of  somnambulism  has  on 
other  mental  affections,  it  is  necessary  to  recal  to  mind  the  following 
phenomena  which  the  patient  exhibited  while  in  the  paroxysm. 

1st.  Great  diminution  of  external  sensation. 

2d.  Great  activity  of  memory,  and  of  imagination. 
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3d.  Mistaking  the  suggestions  of  memory  and  imagination  for  re- 
alities. 

4th.  Excepting,  however,  those  facts,  which  memory  recalled  from 
former  paroxysms. 

That  these  phenomena  depended  on  the  condition  of  the  brain,  is 
evident  from  the  consideration,  that  had  they  depended  on  conscious- 
ness, no  reason  can  be  assigned  why  it  could  draw  facts  from  a  previous 
period,  without  drawing  the  conclusion  of  its  own  pre-existence  in  con- 
nection with  those  facts.  When  it  is  considered,  also,  that  this  mental 
affection  had  just  been  preceded  by  inordinate  locomotive  activity,  and 
a  still  more  wonderful  increase  of  external  sensibility,  known  functions 
of  the  nervous  system,  both  of  which  were  now  nearly  inactive,  there 
can  be  no  hesitation  in  referring  the  whole  to  that  part  of  the  brain  by 
which  the  internal  acts  of  consciousness  are  carried  on. 

The  wonderful  acuteness  of  memory,  of  wit,  judgment,  in  short  the 
increase  of  all  mental  actions,  unite,  with  analogical  inference  from  the 
previous  increased  power  of  the  perception  of  sensation  and  of  locomo- 
tion, in  showing  that  the  peculiar  condition  of  the  brain  present,  was  one 
of  exalted  irritability. 

But  though  the  condition  of  the  brain  was  one  of  exalted  irritability, 
its  mode  of  activity,  instead  of  being  altered  by  it,  was  merely  modified, 
some  parts  being  left  out,  in  consequence  of  this  increase  of  irritability. 
Reasoning,  memory,  impulsion,  took  place  according  to  the  laws  of 
suggestion  and  combination,  within  certain  limits,  as  regularly  as  in  the 
natural  state.  This  will  be  understood  by  taking  into  view  some  of  the 
facts  that  consciousness  reveals  to  us. 

When  a  new  idea  enters  the  mind,  whether  from  sensation,  from 
memory,  from  imagination,  or  judgment,  the  mind  is  exercised  in  one  of 
two  ways  ;  as  it  believes  it  true  and  in  reality  present,  or  as  it  doubts  of 
its  truth  and  present  reality.  In  the  first  case,  it  is  affected  by  it  in 
relation  to  its  consequences ;  in  the  second,  it  acts  to  learn  its  truth  or 
falsehood  as  a  preparatory  step  to  following  it  out  to  its  consequences. 
Now  it  was  this  prehminary  process  that  was  the  only  thing  wanting  in 
all  the  above  instances.  After  making  allowance  for  this,  everything 
went  on,  in  train,  as  harmoniously  as  in  the  waking  state. 

We  can  account  for  the  loss  of  this  process  in  no  other  way  than  by 
supposing,  either  that  the  brain  was  unable  to  pass  through  the  consecu- 
tive changes  necessary  for  the  train  of  ideas,  which  so  modify  the  first 
idea,  as  to  give  the  impression  of  its  truth  or  falsehood,  or  that  the  sug- 
gesting principle  was  itself  wanting,  to  excite  its  activity  in  that  mode. 
The  fact,  however,  that  the  brain  executed  the  first  process  in  remem- 
bering and  justly  estimating  in  subsequent  paroxystns  what  took  place  in 
previous  ones  (the  irritability  being  then  the  same  as  natural,  relative 
to  those  paroxysms,  and  less  compared  with  the  increase  from  that  of 
the  natural  state,  to  that  of  either  paroxysm),  is  a  sufllcient  proof  of 
its  ability  to  perform  the  process  when  the  conditions  were  favorable ; 
so  that  the  question  resolves  itself  into  the  incjuiry,  what  was  the  nature 
of  the  suggesting  principle  which  alone  was  wanting  to  excite  the  mind 
in  the  train  necessary  to  correct  its  ideas  ?  or,  rather,  what  was  the  state 
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of  the  brain    that    rendered  it   indisposed   to  pass    through  its  wonted 
phases  corresponding  to  that  train  of  ideas  ? 

There  is  abundant  reason  to  believe,  that  the  medium  by  which  the 
mind  judges  of  the  truth  and  reahty  of  an  idea,  is  the  degree  of  im- 
pression which  it  makes  on  the  brain.  We  are  all  conscious  that  we 
give  our  assent  at  once  to  the  ideas  excited  by  external  sensation,  as 
well  as  intuition.  Those  ideas  appear  vivid,  and  complete.  They 
arrest  the  attention,  and  fix  it  wholly  upon  themselves.  The  mind  rests 
upon  them,  as  it  were.  The  brain  momentarily  ceases  its  action.  But 
the  ideas  of  memory  or  imagination  are  indefinite  or  incomplete.  And 
it  is  this  sensation  of  indistinctness  which  distinguishes  them  as  ideas  of 
memory  or  fancy,  and  suggests  to  the  mind  the  propriety  of  inquiring 
into  their  truth  and  present  reality.  This  is  done  by  calling  up  other 
ideas  calculated  to  modify  the  original  one,  and  give  to  the  mind  the 
power  of  estimating  its  true  relation.  Yet,  by  an  efibrt  of  conscious- 
ness, we  can  so  fix  the  mind  upon  the  contemplation  of  that  single  idea, 
that  it  will  appear  as  a  reality.  Hence  the  conceptions  of  the  poet  and 
the  painter.  Their  greatness  depends  on  the  power  which  they  have  of 
creating  an  imaginary  world  from  the  reminiscences  of  the  past,  or  the 
visions  of  the  future,  and  setting  aside  all  suggestions  calculated  to 
weaken  confidence  in  its  reality  ;  of  dwelling  in  it,  as  it  were,  and  of 
employing  themselves  in  delineating  its  features,  or  tracing  the  effect  of 
its  varied  scenes  on  their  feelings  and  passions,  without  losing  the  thread 
which  binds  them  to  their  former  selves,  and  to  the  real  world  which 
they  inhabit  in  common  with  us.  The  frequent  instances  of  mental  de- 
rangement found  in  these  two  professions,  depend  on  this  form  of  men- 
tal occupation,  conducted  without  sufficient  care  to  preserve  their  actual 
relations  inviolate.  Habit  gives  to  the  imaginary  world  the  preponder- 
ance over  the  real  world ;  the  visions  of  memory  or  fancy  become  more 
vivid,  and  make  a  stronger  impression  on  the  mind,  than  those  of  sensa- 
tion and  intuition,  until  finally  they  are  mistaken  for  realities,  and  give 
rise  to  numberless  illusions. 

How  can  we  account  lor  this  effect,  but  by  supposing  the  brain  to 
have  acquired  a  morbid  irritability  of  acting  relatively  to  that  mode  of 
activity,  by  continued  repetition  of  passing  into  the  same  states  for  the 
impressions  of  memory  and  imagination,  which  belong  to  it  for  those  of 
sensation  and  intuition  alone  ? 

All  the  forms  of  monomania  are  but  one  continued  illustration  of  this 
principle.  And  if  I  do  not  follow  them  out  in  this  connection,  it  is  be- 
cause the  pages  of  a  Journal  whose  design  is  practical,  admits  of  little 
room  for  disquisitions  of  this  kind.  Spectral  illusions,  also,  contribute  to 
the  same  effect. 

If,  again,  we  suppose  the  brain  to  become  preternaturally  irritable  in 
all  its  modes  of  activity,  it  is  easy  to  explain  how  it  is,  that  in  sonie  in- 
sane persons,  exaggerations,  spectral  illusions,  deceptions,  mistaking  one 
person  or  thing  for  another,  occur  simultaneously.  The  slightest  resem- 
blance or  analogy  acting  through  the  nerves  of  sensation  or  reflection, 
and  bylaw  of  association,  suffices  to  throw  the  brain  into  the  same  state 
from  which  it  formerly  transmitted  to  consciousness  the  sanie  ideas  that 
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now  occupy  the  mind.  It  is  useless,  and  worse  than  useless,  to  attempt 
to  remove  these  false  impressions  by  argument,  for  the  niind  is  impressed 
with  the  idea  as  much  as  in  the  healthy  state  it  ever  can  be  with  a  visi- 
ble object.  To  ar<fue  with  such  a  person  is,  therefore,  like  undertaking 
to  persuade  a  sound  man  out  of  the  evidence  of  his  senses. 

In  like  manner,  in  the  case  before  us,  by  supposing  that  the  reflecting 
portion  of  the  nervous  apparatus  had  acquired  the  same  intense  degree 
of  irritability,  which  was  manifested  but  a  short  time  before  in  the  sen- 
sitive and  locomotive  portions  respectively,  we  have  a  single  cause  which 
at  once  explains  satisfactorily  all  the  phenomena  attending  the  state  of 
somnambulism.  The  faint  impressions  of  memory  and  imagination  acted 
on  a  surface  of  highly  increased  sensibility,  and  the  result  was  increased 
vividness,  completeness,  distinctness,  in  short,  a  state  of  the  brain  pre- 
cisely the  same  as  when  the  idea  recalled  was  first  presented  to  the 
mind,  or  the  idea  imagined  appeared  as  a  conclusion  of  reason,  and  left 
no  motive,  nor  occasion,  to  make  any  inquiries  in  relation   to    its  truth. 

We  are  also  led  to  infer  that  there  is  a  sort  of  circulation  of  an  influ- 
ence throughout  the  nervous  system,  subject  to  local  determinations, 
like  the  circulation  of  the  blood  in  the  vascular  system  ;  and  whether  it 
is  considered  of  the  nature  of  the  galvanic  fluid,  or  something  that  never 
exists  but  in  connection  with  life,  it  was  to  the  irregular  distribution  of  it 
that  all  the  phenomena  must  be  referred,  inasmuch  as  it  gave  to  the 
particular  portions  of  the  nervous  apparatus  that  increase  of  irritability 
which  the  increase  of  their  functions  manifested. 

It  may  not  be  gratuitous  to  observe,  further,  that  the  order- in  which 
these  different  portions  of  the  nervous  system  were  affected,  was  the 
same  in  which  they  are  accustomed  to  lose  their  irritability  in  the 
change  from  the  waking  to  the  sleeping  slate,  viz.  volition,  sensation 
and  reflection  ;  and,  to  hazard  a  speculation,  that  the  whole  series  of 
phenomena,  from  the  commencement  of  convulsions  to  the  close  of 
talking,  was  but  an  irregular  process  of  going  to  sleep — the  nervous 
influence,  instead  of  flowing  gradunUy  and  partially  from  the  circum- 
ference to  the  centre,  being  j)ropelled  suddenly  and  totally,  with  such 
momentum  as  to  occasion  a  reflux  back  again.  But  the  flow  and  reflow 
progressively  diminishing,  after  each  centripetal  direction,  from  being 
enabled  to  reach,  at  first,  the  nerves  of  volition,  in  the  second  place  the 
nerves  o{  sensation,  in  the  third  the  nerves  of  rej^ec^ion,  occasioning  in  an 
intense  degree  the  phenomena  of  each  of  these  systems,  it  finally  passed 
from  the  functions  of  animal  life  altogether,  terminating  in  profound 
sleep.  The  regularity  which  was  manifested  in  the  recurrence  of  these 
phenomena,  the  suddenness  of  the  transition  from  one  state  to  the 
other,  the  excessive  torpor  of  those  systems  not  immediately  exercised, 
could  not  but  suggest  this  hypothesis  to  an  impartial  observer ;  while  the 
phenomena  of  nervous,  intermittent  and  convulsive  diseases,  mania,  epi- 
lepsy, apoplexy,  hysteria,  &,c.,  more  or  less  concur  in  support  of  it. 

His  mistake  in  regard  to  the  a|)preciation  of  time,  is  accounted  for 
from  the  rapid  succession  of  ideas  in  his  mind — our  estimate  of  time 
being  founded  on  the  number  of  ideas  which  pass  through  the  mind  in  a 
given  period. 


Identity,  Sleep  and  Dreaming.  48 

I  shall  conclude  these  observations,  by  offering  the  following  conclu- 
sions to  which  they  lead,  as  answers  to  the  questions  first  proposed 

1.  Personal  identity  was  lost  from  the  sudden  suspension  of  con- 
sciousness, and  its  revival  occurring  in  a  state  when  the  suggestions  of 
memory  were  taken  for  realities,  no  clue  could  be  afforded  by  which  it 
could  be  recovered  in  the  usual  way  after  sleep. 

2.  All  the  phenomena  are  referable  to  an  increase  of  irritability,  in 
that  portion  of  the  nervous  structure  appropriated  to  the  performance  of 
the  intellectual  and  moral  acts. 

3.  It  differed  from  sleep,  in  one  part  of  the  functions  of  animal  life 
being  exercised  with  unusual  activity  and  power,  while  the  rest  were 
more  torpid  than  usual  in  sleep. 

4.  It  differed  from  dreaming,  in  nothing  except  occasionally  giving 
utterance  to  thoughts  passing  in  the  mind. 

5.  It  differed  from  all  the  forms  of  mania,  in  the  suspension  of  sensa- 
tion and  volition. 

6.  A  legitimate  inference,  unless  facts  can  be  urged  in  direct  contra- 
diction to  it,  from  comparing  all  the  circumstances,  is,  that  that  intense 
irritability,  which  gave  to  the  impressions  of  memory  and  imagination 
the  vividness  of  reality,  was  a  less  degree,  or  a  transfer  of  that,  which 
gave  to  the  faintest  impressions  of  light  the  power  of  exciting  distinct 
vision,  to  ordinary  impressions  a  dazzling  effect,  and  to  volition  a  wonder- 
ful energy,  activity  and  harmony  of  combination,  in  muscular  action  ; 
and  consequently  the  laws  which  regulate  the  operations  of  the  mind 
jnust  be  sought  for  in  conjunction  with  those  of  sensation  and  volition. 

B.  D.H. 
Since  the  above  was  sent  to  the  office  of  the  Journal,  the  writer  took 
up  the  No.  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review  for  April  last, 
in  which  is  a  letter  from  Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  setting  forth  his  claims  to 
the  discovery  of  what  he  calls  the  reflux  function  of  the  nerves.  This 
reOux  function  seems  to  be,  according  to  Dr.  Hall,  a  power  in  the 
nerves  when  irritated  to  excite  motions  in  the  muscular  system,  inde- 
pendent of  sensation  or  volition.  The  view  opposed  to  this,  drawn 
from  a  comparison  of  similar  facts  by  the  reviewer  of  his  work,  by  Cu- 
vier,  and  by  Professor  Dunglison,  is  expressed  by  the  latter  in  his  work 
on  physiology,  as  follows.  "  That  volition  "  (and  of  course  sensation) 
"  is  seated  chiefly  in  the  brain,  but  that  an  obscure  volition  may,  perhaps, 
extend  over  the  whole  spinal  axis."  Cannot  the  facts  be  better  ex- 
plained, and  the  opinions  reconciled,  by  considering  what  has  been 
termed  volition  as  a  sensation,  and  muscular  motion  independent  of 
both  ?  that  it  is  not  because  the  mind  feels  a  desire  or  will  to  move,  or  to 
call  up  a  certain  idea  from  memory  or  imagination,  that  motion  or  think- 
ing is  exercised,  but  because  the  state  of  the  brain  or  nervous  system 
in  which  that  sensation  is  felt  is  the  one  which  predisposes,  by  nature  or 
education,  to  the  subsequent  mental  or  muscular  effort? — the  sensation 
itself  being  superadded,  though  from  the  habit  of  always  observing  it  pre- 
cede the  act,  we  are  deceived  into  the  belief  that  it  is  the  cause.  Para- 
lysis, consequent  on  disease  of  the  brain,  may  arise  from  two  causes  ; 
1st,  from  the  brain  becoming  so  impaired  in  its  general  structure  as  to  be 
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incapable,  when  operated  upon  by  motives,  of  passing  through  the  suc- 
cessive changes  preliminary  to  the  state  expressed  by  volition  ;  2d,  from 
incapacity  to  transmit  its  stimulus  to  the  system  of  voluntary  nerves. 
The  general  paralysis  of  insane  people  is  an  example  of  the  first; 
hemiplegia,  of  the  last.  The  system  of  voluntary  motion  has  its  laws, 
independent  of  the  brain  and  of  other  agents ;  and  while  its  excitability 
remains,  it  acts  according  to  those  laws,  whether  stimulated  by  the  brain, 
by  galvanism,  or  any  irritant. 

The  argument  for  necessity  by  Collins,  Edwards,  and  Locke,  adapts 
itself  happily  to  this  view.  That  education  increases  the  size,  im- 
proves the  powers  and  functional  actions  of  the  brain,  few  will  deny. 
And  it  is  universally  admitted  that  the  brain  is  the  seat  of  the  disease  in 
mental  derangement.  The  constant  feature  present  in  this  disease,  and 
the  only  constant  one,  is  want  of  control.  The  meaning  of  which  is, 
that  there  is  a  loss  of  balance  between  the  effect  of  motives  that  excite 
to  a  given  action  and  of  ideas  that  suggest  their  consequences,  and  that 
joint  effect  of  other  motives  tending  to  restrain  the  action  of  the  first, 
and  other  ideas  tending  to  modify  the  second,  and  enable  us  to  judge  of 
their  truth  if  suggested  by  imagination,  and  of  their  present  reality  if 
suggested  by  memory.  In  all  cases  of  excitement  the  former  prepon- 
derate over  the  latter,  producing  exaggeration  and  perversion  ;  in  imbe- 
cility, the  latter,  producing  inconclusiveness,  doubt,  and  hesitation. 
This,  I  believe,  is  susceptible  of  proof;  and  the  only  rational  method  of 
applying  the  two  propositions  together,  viz.  the  organ  deranged,  and 
the  features  of  derangement,  and  deducing  a  legitimate  conclusion,  is,  to 
infer  that  these  last  arose  from  altered  sensibility  of  the  brain. 


LARGE  DOSES    OF  OPIUM   IN  RHEUMATISM. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Jledica!  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

I  STATED,  in  a  former  communication  to  the  Boston  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Journal,  that  when  a  proper  opportunity  presented  itself,  I  would 
give  an  account  of  two  more  cases  of  rheumatism,  in  which  large  doses 
of  opium  were  used.  These  were  the  first  cases  of  rheumatic  affection 
I  ever  saw.  One  patient,  Mr.  H.  L.,  resided  in  E. ;  the  other,  D.  S., 
Esq.,  in  C.  The  former  recovered,  but  the  latter  did  not.  H.  L.  was 
a  young  man,  perhaps  about  twenty-five,  of  not  a  very  robust  constitu- 
tion. He  had  been  affected  with  moveable  pains  and  swelled  joints  a 
week  when  I  saw.  Fever,  rather  of  the  typhoid  type,  had  been  seated 
upon  him  two  or  three  days  when  I  was  first  called.  Thinking  it  "  no- 
thing but  rheumatism,"  as  they  expressed  themselves,  they  did  not  send 
for  a  physician  as  soon  as  they  otherwise  would  have  done.  Thev 
would  not  have  sent  as  soon  as  they  did,  had  it  not  been  for  a  profuse 
hemorrhage  from  the  nose,  which  they  could  not  stop.  My  place  of 
residence  was  six  miles  from  his,  and  the  hanriorrhage  lasted  from  the 
time  it  commenced  till  after  my  arrival.  It  was  suppressed  by  styptic 
applications  externally  and  locally,  and  by  pills  of  acetate  of  lead,  opium 
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and  ipecacuanha  internally.  It  was  judged  by  those  who  were  present 
that  he  lost  four  quarts  of  blood  ;  but  as  blood  shows  nnore  than  it  really 
is,  this  was  probably  an  erroneous  judgment.  The  treatment  afterwards 
was  the  same  as  that  of  tl)e  other  cases  which  I  have  mentioned.  This 
produced  a  mitigation  of  the  pain  and  swelling,  a  gentle  but  continued 
diaphoresis,  and  the  same  sort  of  pleasurable  sensations  which  were  spo- 
ken of  in  my  other  communication.  As  the  disorder  had  become  so 
firmly  seated,  neither  the  pain,  the  swelling  nor  the  fever  could  be  en- 
tirely removed.  Sometimes  every  joint  was  swollen,  and  sometimes 
only  those  of  a  particular  limb.  After  commencing  with  the  course 
above  mentioned,  he  suffered  not  much  if  he  kept  still,  but  if  he  moved 
an  inch  without  the  greatest  caution,  the  pain  was  excruciating. 

Tn  addition  to  the  remedies  prescribed  for  the  rheumatic  affection,  the 
fever,  as  may  well  be  supposed,  had  to  be  looked  to.  This,  as  it  was 
treated  in  the  common  way,  need  not  be  commented  upon.  For 
about  a  week  lie  was  as  comfortable  as  could  be  expected,  the  effects  of 
the  treatment  being  pretty  much  what  they  were  in  the  cases  named  in 
my  other  communication.  The  fever,  however,  somewhat  increased, 
and  from  this  cause,  as  1  supposed,  he  was  seized  a  second  time  with 
haemorrhage  from  the  nose.  The  loss  of  blood  was  great — so  great,  that 
I  am  unwilling  to  state  what  the  opinion  was  in  regard  to  it.  Suffice  it 
to  say  that  it  was  suppressed  as  readily  as  in  the  former  instance,  and  by 
the  same  remedies,  i  continued  the  opium  course,  but  owing  to  the 
severe  rheumatic  affection,  the  fever  and  loss  of  blood,  such  a  degree  of 
subsultus  tendinum  presented  itself,  that  every  joint  and  every  muscle 
was  in  motion.  In  the  course  of  three  weeks  from  the  time  I  first  saw 
him,  the  fever  and  swelling  subsided,  and  the  subsultus  tendinum  disap- 
peared. Soon  he  began  to  talk  of  nourishment ;  and  gruel,  rice  water 
and  weak  broths  were  allowed  him.  There  had  been  a  want  of  color 
in  his  face,  but  now,  perhaps  from  the  food  that  had  been  given  him, 
there  was  a  flush  upon  it.  The  fever,  which  had  pretty  much  left  him, 
again  exhibited  itself.  His  pulse  were  full  and  hard,  and  rheumatic  af- 
fection was  again  exhibiting  itself  in  his  joints.  I  was  somewhat  at  a 
loss  what  to  do,  and  was  about  to  make  a  proposition  for  another  physi- 
cian to  be  called.  His  pulse  being  hard  and  full,  1  thought  it  would  do 
no  harm  to  bleed  ;  I  therefore  took  a  pint  from  his  arm,  and  from  this 
time  he  continued  to  recover.  His  recovery,  owing  to  his  debilitated 
state,  was  slow,  but  constant.  From  the  healthful  diaphoresis  and 
other  favorable  effects  of  the  medicine,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
opium  course  was  a  useful  one,  and  the  only  one  which,  aided  by  any 
other  remedies,  would  have  efl^ected  a  cure.  In  regard  to  the  hemor- 
rhage, it  was  the  opinion  of  Dr.  W.,  an  eminent  physician  in  the  district 
where  I  belonged,  that  he  would  not  have  recovered  had  it  not  been  for 
this.  *'  You  would  not  have  dared  to  bleed  him,"  said  he,  "  so  much 
as  his  case  required." 

The  case  of  D.  S.,  Esq.  was  not  deemed,  at  its  commencement, 
so  severe  as  the  preceding.  There  was  no  hjemorrhage,  and  the  fever 
was  not  so  much  of  the  typhoid  type.  The  pain,  swelling,  redness 
and  heat  were  equal  to  what  they  were  in  the  other.     I  bled  him  twice. 
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largely,  and  made  use  of  the  same  treatment  in  addition  to  this,  which 
has  been  mentioned  in  my  account  of  the  other  cases.  He  was  a  per- 
son of  a  more  robust  and  athletic  constitution  than  the  person  of  whom 
I  have  just  spoken.  Never,  in  any  case,  was  there  anything  done  that 
seemed  to  have  a  more  favorable  effect  than  this  treatment.  An  abate- 
ment of  the  fever,  subsidence  of  the  swelling,  pain  and  redness,  diapho- 
resis, the  softening  and  diminished  frequency  of  the  pulse,  all  promised 
very  decidedly  a  favorable  prognosis.  His  tongue  was  less  coated, 
mouth  moist,  intestinal  and  urinary  excretions  regular,  and  every  symp- 
tom favorable — much  more  so  than  in  the  case  I  have  just  treated  of  at 
the  same  period  of  the  disease.  He  was  weak  and  somewhat  debili- 
tated, to  be  sure,  and  on  this  account.  Dr.  R.,  of  P.,  a  physician  con- 
sidered by  many  to  be  very  skilful  in  raising  up,  or  "  patching  up,"  as 
he  himself  expressed  it,  weak  patients,  was  proposed  as  a  proper  person 
to  be  sent  for  as  a  consulting  physician.  He  had  the  reputation  of 
being  a  regular  physician,  because  he  belonged  to  the  Medical  Society, 
but  in  practice  he  was  more  than  half  quack.  One  half  of  the  people 
believed  in  his  superior  medical  attainments,  and  the  other  half  believed 
him  more  conceited  than  learned,  more  confided  in  by  people  of  an 
insufficiency  of  discernment,  than  worthy  of  confidence.  He  practised 
according  to  the  Brunonian  theory,  and  of  course,  as  he  patient  was  low 
and  considered  to  be  debilitated,  he  must  have  wine,  bitters,  and  bark. 
These  were  administered,  and  in  twenty-four  hours  the  skin  was  dry  and 
husky,  the  mouth  was  parched  and  furred,  and  the  pulse  were  hard  and 
wiry.  In  a  week  all  the  bad  symptoms  were  so  much  aggravated,  that 
it  was  deemed  improper,  even  by  Dr.  R.'s  admirers,  to  continue  his 
course  any  longer.  At  my  suggestion.  Dr.  W.,  the  physician  before 
referred  to,  was  sent  for.  He  had  attained  such  eminence  as  a  physi- 
cian, that  even  Dr.  R.  had  to  quail  under  him.  Rather  than  do  this  in 
the  present  instance,  he  declined  coming  any  more.  Dr.  W.  agreed 
with  Dr.  Armstrong  in  regard  to  depleting  remedies,  and  of  course 
thought  it  best  to  bleed.  Generally  his  practice  in  regard  to  this  was 
very  judicious  ;  but  in  the  present  case,  on  account  of  its  having  been 
resorted  to  at  so  late  a  period,  I  have  always  been  fearful  it  did  harm. 
This,  as  the  inflammatory  symptoms  when  he  first  saw  him  were  very 
high,  he  placed  much  dependence  upon,  and  resorted  to  very  exten- 
sively. He  deemed  it  judicious,  however,  to  keep  up  the  opium  course, 
and  from  this,  though  he  did  not  recover,  his  sufferings  were  so  alle- 
viated, that  he  would  never  say  that  he  experienced  any  pain.  For  the 
greatest  part  of  the  time  while  he  was  sick,  if  he  moved  carefully  he 
was  free  from  pain.  Not  only  was  he  free  from  bodily  suffering,  but 
from  mental  likewise.  He  enjoyed  iiimself,  according  to  appearances, 
as  well  as  though  he  had  been  in  perfect  health.  On  asking  him  how 
he  did,  he  always  said  he  was  better,  and  would,  in  a  good  naturcd  and 
pleasant  way,  say  something  to  make  you  laugh.  After  the  first  few 
days,  he  never  expressed  any  uneasiness  of  mind  but  once,  and  that 
was  occasioned  by  the  following  circumstance.  He  was  a  candidate  for 
office,  and  it  being  election  day,  thinking  he  might  experience  some 
solicitude  about  it,  in  allusion   to  it,  I  told  him  1  supposed  he  would 
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be  as  likely  to  obtain  the  election  as  though  he  was  well.  "  I  am 
sorry,"  said  he,  "  you  mentioned  this.  1  have  not  felt  so  bad  before 
since  I  was  sick."  He  had  now  got  to  be  pretty  weak,  and  as  I  saw 
him  afterwards  shed  tears  and  exhibit  other  symptoms  of  nervous  ex- 
citement, 1  considered  the  sensorium  somewhat  affected.  He  died  in 
four  days  afterwards,  but  never  apparently  suffered  much  either  from 
bodily  or  mental  pain,  except  in  the  instance  alluded  to.  The  advan- 
tages of  opium  can  be  perceived,  even  in  these  cases.  In  the  first,  I 
think  it  was  so  requisite  as  a  medicine,  that  without  it  the  patient  never 
would  have  recovered.  In  the  last,  though  it  effected  not  a  cure,  it 
rendered  the  bed  of  death  easy.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  unphilosophi- 
eal  and  unjustifiable  practice  of  Dr.  R.,  there  cannot  be  much  doubt 
that  he  would  have  got  well. 

It  was  mentioned  in  my  other  communication  that  one  thing  more 
would  be  mentioned  in  favor  of  this  practice.  Dr.  W.,  of  a  neighbor- 
ing town,  had  practised,  successfully,  as  he  said,  bathing  in  ice  water  for 
the  rheumatism.  1  asked  him  in  what  way  such  a  remedy  could  be 
successful.  "  By  producing  such  a  torpor  of  the  vessels  that  were  in- 
flamed, that  they  could  not  recover  themselves  sufficiently  to  resume 
the  inflanmiatory,  or  increased  action.  Bathing  for  a  short  time  only, 
will  not  effect  a  cure.  The  inflammation  would  be  rather  increased 
than  relieved.  By  continuing  it  for  a  sufficient  time,  the  heat  and  red- 
ness are  first  driven  away,  and  afterwards  the  swelling  and  pain,  and  in 
one  instance  out  of  twenty  they  would  scarcely  be  likely  to  recur." 
Though  I  considered  this  practice  dangerous,  I  thought  that  opium,  in 
connection  with  other  remedies,  might  be  used  to  such  an  extent,  and 
be  so  long  continued,  as  to  operate  in  this  way,  and  in  most  cases  effect 
a  cure  without  running  the  risk  of  doing  harm.  Samuel  Fish. 

Boston,  August  4,  1837. 
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DISEASES  OF    NEW    ORLEANS. 

From  Dr.  E.  H.  Barton's  interesting  address  on  acclimation,  which  has 
already  been  alluded  to  in  the  Journal,  we  take  the  following  remarks  on 
the  diseases  of  New  Orleans. 

"  Fortunately,  our  climate  is  subject  to  no  great  vari(»ty  of  diseases 
that  are  indigenous,  when  compared  with  other  portions  of  our  country, 
a  large  proportion  of  our  complaints  having  other  sources,  many  of  the 
afflicted  coming  here  for  the  benefit  of  climate.  And  if  our  acclimate- 
ment  is  sometimes  severe,  it  is  the  only  ordeal  we  have  to  pass  through 
— no  such  immunity  is  enjoyed  in  the  northern  portions  of  the  United 
States — no  period  of  acclimation  can  protect  the  pulmonary  organs  of 
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the  natives  or  emigrants  from  a  scourge  that  yearly  takes  off,  in  some  of 
their  healthiest  cities,  1  in  every  4.52  of  their  deaths. 

"  It  is  impossible  to  obtain  correct  data  in  order  to  give  precise  details 
upon  the  subject  of  our  own  diseases.  The  nearest  approach  to  it  is 
derived  from  the  imperfect  records  of  the  Charity  Ho&pital,  which  fur- 
nishes about  one  in  3.86  of  our  annual  mortality.  In  comparing  the 
detail  derived  from  that  source,  it  will  result  that  pulmonary  consumption, 
which  carries  off  in  the  northern  cities  1  in  every  5  or  6  of  their  deaths, 
is  here  fatal  to  about  1  in  50,  few  of  which  doubtless  originated  here. 
Pulmonary  diseases  in  general,  which  in  the  northern  cities  carry 
off  near  1  in  every  4  of  their  deaths,  is  here  fatal  to  about  one  in  30,  of 
which  about  one  third  were  acclimated,  furnishing,  in  fact,  a  ratio  of 
pulmonary  diseases  to  the  entire  mortality  of  that  house,  probably  unpre- 
cedented in  any  country,  and  in  private  practice  it  is  probably  less. 

"  Of  the  class  fevers,  the  great  mass  of  our  mortality  consists — these 
records  show  the  proportion  of  1  in  every  2.92  of  the  entire  mortality  of 
the  house,  and  the  estimates  are  taken  from  years  of  the  greatest  mor- 
tality that  ever  occurred  in  this  country.  But  it  must  not  be  forgotten 
that  a  large  proportion  of  this  consists  of  the  unacclimated — the  exposed 
and  besotted,  of  which  New  Orleans  has  a  larger  ratio,  probably,  than 
any  city  in  the  Union.  From  a  statement  from  the  books,  it  appears 
that  there  were  actually  of  unacclimated  individuals  nearly  four  fifths  of 
the  whole.  The  mortality  of  the  acclimated  population  in  the  house 
from  fevers,  to  the  entire  mortality,  is  1  in  29.02,  and  of  the  unacclimated 
there  appears  a  proportion  of  1  in  6,  and  the  cost  of  acclimation  through 
fever,  so  far  as  these  returns  furnish  an  estimate,  is  annually  about  131 
— and  if  the  relative  proportion  in  this  house  to  the  entire  city  mortality 
be  correct  in  this  respect  (in  fact  much  the  largest  portion  die  in  the 
Charity  Hospital),  the  annual  mortality  in  the  city  through  acclimation 
may  be  estimated  at  about  507  ;  and  be  it  recollected,  however,  that  the 
estimate  embraces  one  of  the  epidemic  years  (1832). 

"The  mortality  in  early  life  in  Philadelphia,  is  about  one  half  the  en- 
tire mortality,  and  so  unfriendly  is  the  climate  to  early  life,  that  one  half 
of  these  die  within  the  year.  We  have  no  data  of  our  own  with  which  to 
compare  it.  I  feel  very  confident,  however,  that  it  does  not  exceed  one 
fourth  of  these  proportions.  It  is  almost  useless  to  stop  to  lament  these 
deficiencies.  For  want  of  them  we  know  not  the  mean  duration  of  life 
— the  chances  of  living — when  we  are  traduced  by  all  the  world  for  the 
precariousness  of  existence  here,  when  but  a  little  trouble  would  give 
the  exact  truth  ;  nor  the  cost  of  acclimation,  circumstances  indispensa- 
ble to  insurance.  Indeed,  no  record  could  be  more  valuable  and  inter- 
esting to  the  country.  Oblivious  darkness  as  to  the  past  shrouds  and 
must  ever  shroud  it — no  laborious  research,  no  searching  scrutinies  can 
throw  much  light  upon  it.  We  are  all  so  absorbed  in  tlie  future,  that  lit- 
tle thought  is  given  to  the  past.  This,  to  be  sure,  is  not  true  wisdom  ;  we 
are  leaving  out  the  most  important  data  with  regard  to  our  progressive 
condition  and  blunder  on  in  ignorance  and  uncertainty.  Were  such  data 
present  to  prove  that  the  health  of  the  place  is  actually  and  materially 
amelioratint',  of  which  there  cannot  be  a  doubt,  but  there  is  wanting  the 
official  proof  to  convey  to  and  produce  conviction  on  others,  millions 
rnitrht  be  added  to  the  value  of  our  property,  and  the  city  would  become 
duly  appreciated. 

"  The  period  of  removal  to  any  climate  is  when  the  temperature  of  the 
country  you  move  from  is,  in  the  revolution  of  its  seasons,  the  nearest  to 
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that  you  are  moving  to.  And  the  reason  is  obvious,  because  the  calo- 
rific process  will  have  been  most  on  a  par  with  both,  will  have  equalized 
itself  with  the  temperatures  actually  existing,  and  there  will  be,  conse- 
quently, the  least  shock  to  the  system.  If  you  are  moving  to  the  north, 
you  should  seize  the  period  when  our  mild  winter  is  closing  its  march, 
and  a  few  weeks  of  travelling  would  hardly  leave  you  conscious  of  any 
change.  On  the  contrary,  if  it  is  your  intention  to  remove  south,  from 
the  northern  and  middle  States,  the  temperature  of  their  late  autumnal 
seasons  is  much  the  same  as  that  of  our  winters  ;  hence  that  is  the  safest 
period  for  removal  south,  as  the  system  will  have  already  measurably 
accommodated  itself  to  the  condition  existing  here,  and  the  reduction  in- 
cidental to  a  calorific  process  at  its  maximum,  would  be  but  partially 
required. 

"  The  inquiry  so  often  made — how  long  a  period  is  required  for  the 
acclimating  process,  and  what  assurance  have  we  that  it  is  past  ? — is 
not  so  easily  answered,  to  a  mathematical  certainty,  but  sufficiently  so 
for  all  practical  purposes.  There  are  various  compound  considerations 
to  influence  it — the  temperament  of  the  individual — his  habits  and  modes 
of  life — the  more  or  less  northern  his  place  of  departure,  &c.  Following 
the  directions  and  governed  by  the  principles  here  laid  down — three 
years,  at  the  farthest,  may  be  considered  a  fair  period  for  this  much 
valued  immunity.  But  it  may  be  acquired  in  less — a  severe  or  pro- 
tracted attack  of  febrile  disease  may  reduce  the  tone  of  the  system  to 
that  condition  to  which  a  long  residence  in  a  warm  climate  subjects 
us   all. 

"  It  has  been  most  erroneously  supposed  that  this  probationary  period 
must  be  accompanied  with  fever  to  procure  the  rewarded  acclimation, 
and  many  are  most  reckless  of  their  health,  regardless  of  all  prudential 
considerations,  presuming  there  is  no  other  road  of  safety  but  through 
this  much  dreaded  one.  It  is  often  a  fatal  error,  for  it  is  most  obvious 
that  however  that  condition  of  constitution  is  acquired  by  which  this 
much  dreaded  result  is  obtained — the  end  is  the  same,  immunity,  influ- 
enced very  much  by  his  conformity  or  departure  in  his  habits  and  modes 
of  life,  from  those  principles  already  laid  down.  There  is  no  secret  or 
system  about  it,  nor  is  there  any  specific  inoculation  necessary.  It  is 
most  true,  that  much  the  largest  portion  pass  through  this  ordeal,  and  the 
reason  is  as  obvious  as  the  prevalence — there  is  departure  from  those 
hygienic  rules  and  restrictions,  that  so  wonderfully,  yet  rationally  adapt 
the  yielding  system  of  man  to  the  requirements  of  a  difl^erent  order  of 
things,  and  he  pays  the  penalty  accordingly." 

The  average  winter  temperature  of  New  Orleans,  during  the  years 
1833,  '34,  '35,  and  '36,  as  shown  by  Dr.  Barton's  meteorological  tables 
— the  height  of  the  thermometer  being  taken  at  runrise,  mid  day,  sunset, 
and  ten  at  night — was  53.17.  The  spring  average,  66.06  ;  summer 
average,  79.76  ;  fall  average,  68.73.     Average  for  the  year,  66.93. 


Plague. — When  this  dreadful  scourge  was  introduced  into  Malta,  the 
last  time,  from  the  Sultan's  dominions,  the  crew  of  the  vessel  which  car- 
ried it  was  in  excellent  health,  and  the  cargo  in  good  condition.  The 
Board  of  health,  however,  ordered  the  ship  into  quarantine  for  observa- 
tion. A  botcher  of  old  shoes,  in  sailing  round  the  anchored  vessel  in  a 
small  boat,  discovered  a  piece  of  neat's  leather  round  the  cable,  placed 
there  to  keep  the  edge  of  the  hawser  hole  from  chafing   the  threads, 
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which  his  avarice,  one  evening,  prompted  him  to  steal.  By  handling  the 
leather,  the  cobbler  became  the  first  victim.  Soon  after  he  was  taken, 
the  plague  spread  with  alarming  rapidity,  and  for  nine  entire  months 
raged  with  unabated  fury,  till  there  was  nothing  left  on  which  it  could 
feed  ;  and  the  pestilence,  the  most  horrible  in  the  annals  of  the  Knights 
of  Malta,  then  subsided.  All  this  while,  not  a  person  sutTered  who 
arrived  in  the  unfortunate  ship.  It  was  the  decided  opinion  of  all  per- 
sons conversant  with  the  character  of  the  plague,  that  if  the  leather  had 
not  been  touched  until  after  a  few  days'  exposure  to  the  air  in  the  quar- 
antine roadstead,  the  something  which  propagated  the  scourge  would 
have  been  dissipated,  and  no  damage  resulted  from  discharging  the  cargo 
in  the  usual  time.  A  fact  of  this  kind  is  the  government's  apology,  in 
Sicily,  for  the  long  quarantine  imposed  upon  vessels  coming  from  coun- 
tries in  which  the  plague  is  developed. 

Dublin  Medical  Journal. — The  editor  of  (hat  excellent  publication  has 
learned,  with  considerable  surprise,  that  all  the  numbers  due  at  this  of- 
fice for  the  last  nine  or  ten  months,  were  carefully  packed  away  at 
Messrs.  Longman,  Rees  &  Co.'s,  at  London,  who,  with  the  almost  innu- 
merable ramifications  of  their  extensive  business,  could  not  find  a  con- 
veyance to  Boston!  The  letter  of  June  11th,  apprising  us  of  this 
stupid  mode  of  doing  business,  has  just  been  received.  Our  Dublin 
friends  will  much  oblige  us  by  forwarding  through  some  channel  a  little 
more  certain  than  the  London  house  referred  to.  If  gentlemen  of  other 
countries  with  whom  we  have  an  exchange  intercourse,  would  take  a 
little  trouble  to  inquire  whether  an  American  vessel  is  in  port  at  the  time 
their  packages  are  made  up,  we  should  sometimes  anticipate  the  foreign 
bookseller's  quarterly  budget,  by  one  or  two  months,  a  point  of  considera- 
ble importance  to  an  editor.  We  regret  to  say,  also,  that  not  a  single 
copy  of  the  India  Medical  Journal  has  been  received  here  for  the  last 
six  months. 


Professorship  of  Chemistry. — Within  a  few  days  it  has  been  rumored 
that  Dr.  Page,  of  Salem,  has  had  the  oflfer  of  a  chair  in  the  University 
of  a  neighboring  State.  His  services  would  be  an  acquisition  to  any 
college.  To  untiring  ardor  in  scientific  pursuits,  he  adds  a  tact  which 
but  few  have,  for  imparting  his  knowledge  to  others.  His  style  of  lec- 
turing is  particularly  happy,  and  always  appropriate.  We  should  not 
have  presumed  to  have  spoken  so  freely  and  decidedly  of  his  qualifica- 
tions for  public  teaching,  had  we  not  often  listened  with  unfeigned 
pleasure  to  his  discourses. 

Prize  Questions. — Dr.  Holmes  has  again  won  two  of  the  Boylston 
prize  medals.  It  is  almost  useless  to  contend  with  him  in  an  enterprise 
of  this  kind.  We  are  anxious  to  read  the  dissertations,  and  have  been 
waiting  in  full  expectation  of  hearing  something  further  from  the  manu- 
scripts ;  but  as  yet  the  printer  seems  not  to  have  had  them. 

Enlargemeiil  of  the  Thymus  Gland. — Dr.  Roberts;  of  ^e\v  York,  re- 
lates a  fatal  case  of  this  disease,  in  his  practice,  similar  to  the  one  re- 
corded in  a  late  No.  of  this  Journal.  The  gland  weighed,  after  removal, 
one  ounce  and  four  grains.  Its  greatest  length  and  breadth  were  three 
inches,  and  the  thickest  part  fully  half  an  inch.  The  case  is  detailed  in 
the  Philadelphia  Journal. 
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Singular  Case  of  Aneurism. — An  extraordinary  case  of  aneurism  has 
been  referred  to  in  the  papers  of  the  day,  which  is  represented  to  have 
occurred  at  JNew  Haven,  Ct.  The  particulars,  as  far  as  we  can  judge, 
would  be  interesting  to  the  profession,  and  we  were  in  hopes  of  re- 
ceiving them,  ere  this,  in  a  form  which  would  warrant  their  publication 
in  the  Journal. 

Sickness  among  Emigrants. — Smallpox,  ship  fever  (analogous  to  jail  fe- 
ver), together  with  scarlet  fever  and  erysipelas,  reign  triumphant  in  al- 
most every  vessel  which  arrives  with  emigrants  on  the  American  shores. 

Pulmonary  Consumption. — E.  C  Cooper,  M.D.,  of  New  York,  gives 
notice  in  the  newspapers  that  he  has  been  very  successful  in  the  treat- 
ment of  chronic  bronchitis  and  the  incipient  stages  of  consumption. 

"  The  treatment  is  the  administration  of  sulphate  of  copper  in  nauseat- 
ing doses,  combined  with  gum  ammoniac,  given  so  as  to  nauseate  but  not 
ordinarily  to  produce  full  vomiting  ;  the  usual  dose  for  this  purpose  is 
about  half  a  grain  and  five  grains  of  the  respective  ingredients,  in  a  tea- 
spoonful  of  water,  to  be  taken,  at  first  twice,  and  in  the  convalescent 
stages  once  a  day. 

"  In  cases  of  chronic  bronchitis  a  gargle  of  the  sulphate  of  copper 
alone  is  superadded.  In  this  latter  form  of  consumption,  this  treatment 
almost  invariably  suspends  the  hectic  symptoms  in  a  few  days,  and  the 
disease  rapidly  advances  to  its  final  cure. 

"  In  cases  of  the  more  proper  forms  of  consumption,  the  treatment 
must  be  intermitted  frequently  and  again  returned  to,  and  whenever  sore- 
ness of  the  chest,  or  other  symptoms  of  inflammatory  action  exist,  the 
treatment  should  be  suspended  ;  as  it  is  in  the  chronic  state  alone  that 
the  remedy  is  indicated  or  useful." 


Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Aug.  19,  58.     Males,  30 — Females,  28. 

Consumption,  1 — cholera  infantum,  10 — disease  of  the  heart,  1 — scrofula,  1 — feebleness  at  birth,  1 
— dysentery, 3 — dropsy,  1 — lung  fever,  1 — hysteria,  ]  — disease  of  the  brain,  1— delirium  tremens,  1 
— diarrlioea,  I — cancer,  2 — inflammation  of  the  bowels,  2 — apople:;y.  1  — chronic  diarrhoea,  1 — bron- 
chitis, 1 — inflammatory  fever,  1— hydrocephalus,  1— teething,  1— dropsy  in  the  head,  1 — typhus  fe- 
ver, 1 — enteritis,  1 — canker  in  the  bowels,  1 — hooping  cough,  1 — croup,  1 — sudden,  1 — scarlatina,  1. 


MEDICAL    SCHOOL   OF   HARVARD    UiMVERSITY. 

THE  Medical  Lectures  in  Harvard  University  will  begin  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  November,  in 
Mason  street,  Boston,  at  9   o'clock,  A.  RI.,  and  continue  thirteen  weeks.     For  the  following  four 
weeks,  the  Hospital  and  Dissecting  room  will  be  kept  open,  and  some  Lectures  will  be  given,  with- 
out ailiiitional  expense,  to  such  students  as  may  remain. 
The  following  Courses  of  Lectures  will  be  delivered  to  the  class  of  the  ensuing  season.        Fees. 
Anatomy,  and  the  Operations  of  Surgery,  by  John  C.  Warren,  M.D.  $15 

Chemistry,  by  John  W.  Webster,  M.D.  15 

Midwifery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  Walter  Channing,  M.D.  10 

Materia  Medica  and  Clinical  Medicine,  by  Jacob  Bigelow,  M.D.  10 

Priiiciples  of  .Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  by  Geo.  Hatward,  M.D.  10 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  John  W^are,  M.D.  15 

By  an  additional  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  the  opportunities  for  the  study  of  Prac- 
tical Anatomy  are  now  placed  upon  the  most  liberal  fooling,  and  an  ample  supply  of  subjects  for  the 
wants  of  science  will  he  legally  provided  at  a  small  expense. 

The  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  is  open  without  fee  to  students  attending  the  Lectures  of  the 
physicians  and  surgeons.  Clinical  Lectures  are  given  several  times  in  each  week,  and  surgical  opera- 
tions are  frequent. 

To  the  Medical  College  is  attached  a  Medical  Library,  a  costly  and  extensive  Chemical  Apparatus, 
and  Collections  illustrative  of  Midwifery,  Materia  Medica,  and  Healthy  and  Morbid  Anatomy. 

WALTER  CHAINING, 
Boston,  July  5,  1837.  tNov.  1.  Dean  of  tlie  Faculty  of  Medicine. 

COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS  AND  SURGEONS  of  the  Western  District-Fairfield,  Herkimer 
county,  N.  Y.— The  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  October, 
and  continue  sixteen  weeks.    The  lectures  will  be  delivered  as  follows. 

On  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by  ---...  James  Hadley,  M.D. 

On  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  -  _  .  .        .  James  McNaugh  row,  M.D. 

On  Materia  .Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  -  -  T.  Romevn  Beck,  M.D. 

On  the  Practice  of  Physic  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  by  John  Delamateb,  M.D. 
On  Surgery  and  Obstetrics,  by  -  -  .  .  .  Reuben  D.  Mussey,  M.D. 
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The  advanced  age  and  increasing  infirmities  of  Professor  VVilloughby,  President  of  the  College, 
will  hardly  allow  hira  to  lecture  during  the  ensuing  term,  and  the  course  formerly  given  by  him  w^ill 
therefore  be  given  by  Professor  Mussey. 

Price  of  tickets  for  the  whole  course,  §56.  The  professors  are  provided  with  ample  collections  to 
illustrate  their  lectures,  and  every  facility  is  afforded  for  the  practical  acquisition  of  the  profession. 

The  board  is  aslow,  if  not  lower,  than  in  any  other  village  in  the  State.     Additional   information, 
if  needed,  may  be  obtained  by  applying  to  any  of  the  professors.          JAMES  HADLEY,  Register. 
Aug.  16— 4t 

BOYLSTON   MEDICAL   PRIZE   QUESTIONS. 

The  Boylston  Medical  Committee,  appointed  by  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  University, 
consists  of  the  followir^g  physicians,  viz. : 

John  C.  VVibren,  M.D.  George  C.  Shattuck,  M.D.         George  Hatward,  M.D. 

RuFus  Wyman,  M.D.  Jacob  Bigelow,  M.D.  E.noch  Hale,  M.D. 

John  Randall,  M.D.  Walter  Channing,  M.D.  John  Ware,  M.D. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Wednesday,  August  2,  1837,  a  premium  of  fifty  dollars, 
or  a  gold  medal  of  that  value,  was  awarded  to  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  M.D.  of  Boston,  for  a  dis- 
sertation on  the  question,  "  What  is  the  nature  of  Neuralgia,  and  what  is  the  best  mode  of  treating 
it .'  "  A  similar  premium,  of  the  same  value,  was  at  the  same  time  awarded  to  Dr.  Holmes  for  a  dis- 
sertation on  the  question,  "  To  what  extent,  and  in  what  places,  has  intermittent  fever  been  indige- 
nous in  New  England  .•'  " 

The  following  Prize  Questions  for  the  year  1838  are  before  the  public,  viz. : 

1st.  "  What  are  the  anatomical  characters  of  Typhous  Fever,  and  what  is  the  best  mode  of  treating 
this  disease.' " 

•2d.  "  What  are  the  causes,  seat,  and  proper  treatment  of  Erysipelatous  Inflammation.'  (Erythema 
Erysipelatosum  of  Good.)" 

Diss^tations  on  these  subjects  must  be  transmitted,  post-paid,  to  John  C.  Warren,  M.D.  Boston,  on 
or  before  the  first  Wednesday  of  .\pril,  1838. 

The  following  questions  are  now  offered  for  the  year  1839,  viz. : 

1st.  "  The  pathology  and  treatment  of  Rheumatism.'' 

2d.  "  What  is  Scrofula.'  and  what  is  its  best  mode  of  treatment.'  " 

Dissertations  on  these  subjects  must  be  transmitted,  as  above,  on  or  before  the  first  Wednesday  of 
April,  1839. 

The  author  of  the  successful  dissertation  on  either  of  the  above  subjects,  will  be  entitled  to  fifty 
dollars,  or  a  gold  medal  of  that  value,  at  his  option. 

Eacli  dissertation  must  be  accompanied  by  a  sealed  packet,  on  which  shall  be  written  some  device 
or  sentence,  and  within  shall  be  enclosed  the  autaor's  name  and  place  of  residence.  The  same  device 
or  sentence  is  to  be  written  on  the  dissertation  to  which  the  packet  is  attached. 

All  unsuccessful  dissertations  are  deposited  with  the  Secretary,  from  whom  they  may  be  obtained, 
if  called  for  within  one  year  after  they  have  been  received. 

By  an  order  adopted  in  the  year  1826,  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  publish  annually  the  following 
votes,  viz.  : 

1st.  That  the  Board  do  not  consider  themselves  as  approving  the  doctrines  contained  in  any  of  the 
dissertations  to  which  the  premiums  may  be  adjudsed. 

2d.  That  in  case  of  the  publication  of  a  successful  dissertation,  the  author  be  considered  as  bound 
to  print  the  above  vote  in  connection  therewith. 

Boston,  August  3,  1837.  A9— 4t  ENOCH  HALE,  Secretary. 

Publishers  of  newspapers  and  medical  journals  throughout  the  United  States,  are  respectfully  re- 
quested to  give  the  above  an  insertion. 

BERKSHIRE-  MEDICAL   INSTITUTION. 

The  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  for  1837,  will  commence  the  last  Thursday  in  August  and  continue 
thirteen  weeks. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Obstetrics,  by        ....        H.  H.  Childs,  M.D. 

Pathological  Anatomy,  by----  ...  -  E.  Bartleit,  M.D. 

Materia -Medica  and  Pharmacy,  by  -  -  .        .         .         .  David  Palmer,  M.D. 

Botany,  Chemistry  and  Natural  i'hilosophy,  by  -        -  .  .  C.  Dewey,  .M.D. 

Surgery  and  Physiology,  by  -  -  .  .  .  -  W.  Parker,  M.D. 

General  and  Special  Anatomy,  by         -------R.  Watts,  Jr.,  M.D. 

Legal  .Medicine,  by--------  -  -         Hon.  Henbv  Hubbard. 

Fee  for  the  Tickets  of  all  the  Professors,  S50.  Those  who  have  attended  two  full  courses  at  an 
incorporated  medical  school,  iJIO.    Graduation,  $16.     Board  not  exceeding  §2  per  week. 

By  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  passed  April,  1837,  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institu- 
tion is  constituted  nn  Independent  Medical  College,  with  authority  to  confer  degrees,  and  the  graduates 
are  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  which  pertain  to  the  medical  graduates  of  Harvard 
University. 

By  a  vote  of  the  .Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  passed  the  31st  of  May  last,  the  graduates  of  the 
Berkshire  .Medical  Institution,  are  ex  ollicio  entitled  to  admission  as  Fellow.s  of  said  Society. 

C.  DEWEY, 
July  19— Ct  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 

{^^  The  Medical  Journal  office  is  removed  to  the  old  stand,  184  Washington 
Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street. — The  Title-page  and  Index  of  Vol.  XVI.  will 
be  .sent  to  subscribers  with  the  next  No. 


THE  BOSTON  .MKIHCAL  A.\D  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CLAl'P,  JR.  at  181  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  communications 
must  be  addressed, />o.««-p«i(/.  It  is  also  pHhIlshed  in  Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  containing  the  weekly 
numbers  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.— Price  ,«3,00  a 
year  in  advance,  <J3..50  after  three  months,  and  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.— .Agents  alloweJ 
every  seventh  copy  gratis. — Orders  from  a  dislancemust  be  accompanied  by  payment  iu  advance,  or 
saiisfactury  reference.— I'ostage  the  same  as  for  a  Kewspaper. 
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SEWALL'S   PHRENOLOGY. 

[Conimiinicatefi  for  the   Boston    jMedical  and   Surgical  Journal.] 

This  work   is  coiin)ose(l  of   two  lectures,  originally   delivered  to   the 
students  of  the  Columbian  College,  District  of  Columbia. 

Tlie  first  lecture  discusses  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  science  of 
phrenology.  It  dates  the  tendency  towards  the  doctrines  even  as  far 
back  as  the  time  of  Aristotle,  but  awards  to  Drs.  Gall  and  Spurzheim 
the  meed  of  having  reduced  it  to  a  science,  and  in  its  present  perfect 
state  of  having  presented  it  to  their  disciples.  The  general  principles 
of  the  doctrines,  and  the  claims  of  the  advocates,  are  very  briefly,  and, 
we  believe,  clearly  explained. 

Although  the  object  of  the  writer  is  not  to  inculcate  these  doctrines, 
still  we  believe,  that,  with  the  aid  of  the  first  plate  contained  in  the 
work,  there  are  few  introductions  to  the  science  which  give  so  clear  and 
distinct  an  idea  of  them.  Indeed,  if  a  portion  of  it  was  left  out,  it 
might  be  recommended  as  an  elementary  work  for  new  beginners  in  this 
science. 

The  second  lecture  embraces  an  examination  into  the  anatomical 
structure  and  arrangement  of  the  brain  and  other  parts  concerned  in 
phrenology,  to  ascertain  how  far  the  science  (so  called)  is  reconcilable 
with  anatomy,  the  only  proper  standard  by  which  to  ascertain  its  truth. 

The  writer  alludes,  in  the  following  manner,  to  the  various  ways 
adopted  for  evading  the  objections  to  the  doctrines,  upon  whatever 
grounds  they  may  be  based. 

"  if  an  individual  has  a  large  head  and  his  mental  manifestations  are 
unusually  powerful,  the  case  is  brought  forward  as  a  proof  of  the  truth 
of  phrenology  ;  but  if  the  manifestations  are  feeble,  it  is  said  that  the 
great  size  of  the  head  is  the  result  of  disease,  or  the  brain  is  not  well 
organized,  or  that  other  circumstances  have  exerted  an  influence  in 
diminishing  its  power.  If  a  small  head  is  connected  with  a  powerful 
intellect,  it  only  proves  that  the  brain,  though  small,  is  well  organized 
and  acts  with  uncommon  energy.  If  an  individual  has  a  particular 
propensity  strongly  marked  in  his  character, .and  there  is  no  correspond- 
ing development  of  the  brain,  it  is  said  that  the  organ  has  not  been 
thrown  out  by  indulging  its  desires  :  but  if  there  is  a  large  development 
of  an  organ,  and  no  corresponding  propensity,  then  it  is  contended  that  ' 
the  germ  of  the  propensity  is  there,  but  that  it  has  been  repressed  by 
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education  or  other  circumstances,  or  it  is  found  that  some  counteracting 
organ  is  fully  developed  which  neutralizes  the  first." 

In  the  structine  and  organization  of  the  brain,  it  is  affirmed  that 
there  is  nothing  which  will  go  to  the  support  of  the  doctrine;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  much  that  will  militate  against  it. 

The  convolutions,  as  none  correspond  to  or  represent  any  particular  or- 
gan ;  the  entire  absence  of  any  mark  of  distinction,  upon  dissection,  be- 
tween the  different  organs,  either  in  the  cortical  or  fibrous  portion  ;  the 
arrangement  of  the  lateral  ventricles,  the  corpus  callosum,  the  fornix 
and  other  parts,  direct  the  phrenologist  to  something  more  hypothetical 
than  dissection  for  support.  For  the  general  reader  the  work  is 
accompanied  with  two  or  three  lithographic  plates,  illustrating  the 
anatomy  of  the  parts  of  the  brain  above  alluded  to. 

In  examining  into  the  relation  existing  between  the  powers  of  the 
mind  and  the  volume  of  the  brain,  it  is  pretty  clearly  shown  that  the 
advantage  is  not  always  on  the  part  of  him  who  possesses  the  largest 
head,  either  absolutely  or  relatively  as  to  the  size  of  his  body.  Some 
animals  actually  possess  a  larger  amount  of  brain  than  man,  while  in 
others  the  relative  portion  of  the  brain  with  that  of  the  body  is  also 
greater ;  hence  the  doctrine  of  man's  superiority  over  animals,  arising 
from  his  excess  of  brain,  cannot  be  supported.  In  the  supposition  that 
there  does  exist  a  relation  between  the  powers  of  mind  and  the  size  of 
the  brain,  there  are  many  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  use  of  the 
instruments  invented  for  determining  its  size.  To  render  them  available, 
it  is  necessary  to  suppose  that  the  parts  exterior  to,  or  covering  the 
brain,  are  of  uniform  thickness.  So  far  from  this  being  the  case,  it  is 
■well  known  that  even  the  same  individual,  in  different  ages,  presents  a 
marked  difference,  while  persons  of  the  same  age,  sex  and  condition 
present  a  great  diversity  in  the  thickness  of  the  integuments  and  skull, 
of  which  we  cannot  judge  during  life.  The  plates,  with  the  text, 
afford  a  very  satisfactory  illustration  of  this  part  of  the  subject.  The 
difference  of  brain  contained  in  two  skulls  of  the  same  external  dimen- 
sions, as  ascertained  by  actual  experiment,  is  greater  than  would  be 
supposed  even  by  those  conversant  with  anatomy. 

For  practical  purposes  of  determining  the  character  of  the  intellect, 
the  external  prominences  and  depressions  of  the  head  are  of  the  first 
importance  to  the  phrenologist.  If  these  means  fail  of  enabling  him  to 
determine  the  degree  of  development  of  the  different  portions  of  the 
brain,  and  hence  to  ascertain  the  mental  character,  however  correct 
may  be  the  judgment,  it  is  formed  by  other  aid  than  that  of  craniology. 

The  first  great  obstacles  that  are  presented  in  the  way  of  ascertaining 
the  development  of  some  portions  of  the  brain,  are  the  frontal  sinuses 
and  the  spaces  that  often  occur  between  the  two  plates  of  the  skull  in 
different  portions  of  the  head.  The  protuberances  which  would  lead 
the  phrenologist  to  pronounce  a  man,  while  living,  extraordinary  for  his 
development  of  certain  portions  of  his  brain,  might  be  found,  as  in  the 
individuals  represented  by  the  plates,  more  than  commonly  deficient  in 
these  very  portions,  consequent  to  the  receding  of  the  internal  plate  of 
the  skull.     The   temporal    muscle,   as   it    varies   in   size  in   different 
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individuals,  and  frequently  undergoes  alterations  in  the  same  person, 
places  also  a  number  of  organs  beyond  the  reach  of  accurate  observation. 

The  author  contends,  that  for  auij;ht  we  know  the  brain  is  a  unit,  and 
the  whole  organ  is  concerned  in  each  and  every  operation  of  the  mind, 
and  that  persons  are  not  to  be  considered  powerful  in  intellect  by  the 
volume  of  the  brain,  but  by  its  organization  and  activity.  Persons  have 
been  known  to  lose  considerable  portions  of  the  brain,  even  to  the  im- 
provement of  their  minds.  And  during  certain  states  of  disease,  men 
of  ordinary  intellect  will  sometimes  present  extraordinary  manifestations ; 
yet  in  these  cases  there  is  no  augn)entation  in  the  size  of  the  head, 
there  is  no  addition  of  any  new  organ. 

If  the  brain  was  composed  of  the  different  organs,  as  mapped  out  by 
phrenologists,  the  annals  of  surgery  would  afford,  it  is  supposed,  some 
well-authenticated  cases,  in  the  various  mutilations  of  the  brain,  where 
the  function  of  some  one  organ  has  been  suspended,  and  the  faculty 
destroyed  corresponding  to  the  organ  which  received  the  injury,  while 
the  others  have  remained  unimpaired.  ■  W. 


ABSCESS  OF  THE   LIVER— OPERATION— RECOVERY. 

fCommunicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Mr.  H.,  aged  60,  of  intemperate  habits,  had  been  laboring  under 
chronic  hepatitis  some  years,  attended  with  occasional  attacks  of  dropsy. 
He  was  again  attacked  with  the  latter  disease  near  the  middle  of 
February,  1836.  The  dropsical  effusion  seemed  greatest  in  the  ab- 
dominal cavity,  which  was  enormously  distended.  Calomel  purgatives 
were  prescribed,  followed  by  the  infusion  of  digitalis  in  large  doses. 
The  latter  remedy  operated  efficiently  as  a  diuretic,  and  the  abdominal 
swelling  rapidly  diminished.  After  the  general  intumescence  had  subsided, 
the  right  hypochondrium  appeared  unusually  full  and  tender ;  tongue 
coatetl;  obstinate  constipation;  slight  rigors.  Ordered  a  blister  to  be 
applied  to  the  side,  and  calomel  in  alterative  doses. 

■Notwithstanding  these,  with  other  remedies,  were  used,  the  disease 
steadily  progressed — the  swelling  became  more  circumscribed,  pointed 
and  painful,  attended  with  an  obscure  feeling  of  fluctuation.  An  incision 
was  now  made  through  the  integuments  into  the  cavity  of  the  abscess. 
Nearly  a  gallon  of  sero-purulent  fluid  was  discharged  ;  that  last  discharged 
having  all  the  sensible  properties  of  bile.  A  severe  rigor  followed  the 
operation,  but  soon  passed  off  The  swelling  immediately  subsided.  A 
broad  band  was  carried  around  the  body  previous  to  the  operation  ;  this 
was  gradually  tightened,  as  the  swelling  diminished.  Tlie  discharge, 
from  the  opening,  continued  a  (ew  days,  and  then  ceased.  Considerable 
constitutional  irritation  existed  during  the  first  week  after  the  operation  ; 
this  yielded  to  wine  and  quinine  in  moderately  large  doses.  The  patient, 
on  his  recovery,  wholly  abandoned  the  use  of  stimulants,  and  is  now, 
Aug.  16th,  in  better  health  than  he  has  been  before  for  many  years. 

Taking  into  consideration   the  shock    the   system   sustained  by  the 
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evacuation  of  so  large  a  quantity  of  matter,  I  consider,  the  exhibition  of 
the  wine  and  quinine  duiini,'  the  period  of  constiuitional  derangement 
that  followed,  to  have  been  a  "  sine  qua  non  "  to  the  recovery  of  the 
patient.  Tiie  wine  was  given  freely  duiing  the  stage  of  depression,  and 
had  a  decidedly  beneficial  effect.  As  this  passed  otf,  the  amount  given 
was  gradually  diminished,  and  it  was  wholly  discontinued  upon  the 
closure  of  the  external  opening.  The  body  band  had  also  some 
influence  on  the  favorable  termination  of  the  case,  by  compressing  the 
parietes  of  the  abscess,  thus  diminishing  its  capacity. 
Hoykinton,  N.  H.,  Aug.  llth,  1837. 

Charles  A.  Savery,  M.D. 


EMBRYOTIC   INFLUENCES. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — With  my  annual  subscription  for  the  Journal,  I  send  you  a  few 
remarks  on  "  embryotic  influences  " — a  subject  that  has  found  its  way 
into  your  paper  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Fish,  followed  by  a  criticism  from 
Dr.  Goulding.  It  is  a  subject  of  no  great  practical  utility,  but  as  a 
matter  of  curiosity  is  not  void  of  interest  ;  and  perhaps  its  discussion 
may  elicit,  from  some  abler  pen  than  mine,  contributions  of  real  import- 
ance to  physiological  science. 

I  have  been  much  pleased  with  the  communications  from  the 
combatants  already  in  the  field,  on  this  subject,  but  should  have  been 
more  so,  had  they  manifested  a  temper  and  spirit  more  becoming 
sincere  inquirers  after  truth.  Irony  and  ridicule  are  powerful  weapons 
with  which  to  oppose  an  adversary,  but  very  seldom  elicit  truth  or 
promote  the  cause  of  science.  Dr.  G.  offers  one  argument,  and  one 
only,  against  any  baneful  maternal  influence  upon  the  foetus  "  in  utero," 
viz.  that  no  nervous  connection  exists  between  them,  and  consequently 
all  the  notions  in  our  world  in  relation  to  this  subject  are  better  adapted 
to  the  daik  ages,  being  founded  in  superstition  and  error.  This  mode 
of  reasoning  would  better  have  answered  the  purpose  of  the  writer, 
were  he  able  to  account  for  every  phenomenon  of  nature  on  philosophical 
principles.  But  while  common  candor  must  compel  him  to  admit  that 
very  many  facts  exist,  without  being  thus  explainable,  it  seems  rather 
ungenerous  to  tax  Dr.  Fish  so  heavily  on  the  score  of  his  credulity. 
Nature,  in  all  her  operations,  is  guided  by  systematic  and  uniform 
laws,  but  still  the  connection  between  cause  and  effect  is  not  always  per- 
ceptible ;  or  if  the  human  mind  is  capable  of  com|)rehending  and  explain- 
ing this  connection,  it  may  not  as  yet  be  understood.  Science  is  progres- 
sive, and  many  points  are  yet  in  darkness  which  we  hope  are  destined  to 
be  illuminated  by  a  meridian  sun.  And,  further,  there  are  "  lusus  na- 
turae," or  events  out  of  the  ordinary  course  of  nature,  which  are  never- 
theless dependent  upon  causes,  though  obscure  and  unintelligible. 

The  deleterious  effect  of  this  doctrine   upon   the   maternal  class  of 
society,  appears  to  me  exaggerated   by  Dr.  G.,  and  made  to  assume  a 
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greater  air  of  importance  tiiaii  is  in  reality  attachet]  to  it.  This 
pretmided  eiTt;ct  is  pio'oabiy  more  than  coimterbalanceci  by  the  increase 
ol'  kinchifss  and  unwonted  tenderness  on  tlie  part  of  the  husband,  which 
such  a  doctrine  is  calcuhited  to  produce. 

A  few  rases  have  occurred  within  tlie  hmited  sphere  of  my  observa- 
tion, which,  I  confess,  have  converted  me  from  my  former  infidelity  on 
ihis  subject,  and  made  me  a  believer  in  embryolic  influences.  JNIy 
medical  students,  while  engaged  in  the  study  of  comparative  anatomy, 
were  in  the  ))iactice  of  dissecting  the  eyes  of  the  calf.  One  of  the 
gentlemen  alluded  to  carried  an  eye  to  his  boarding  house,  and  familiarly 
lectured  to  the  family  on  its  structure,  physiology,  diseases  to  which  it  is 
subject,  &:c.  Among  the  admirers  of  its  organization,  was  his  sister,  a 
married  lady,  then  "  enceinte"  with  her  2d  child.  The  part  of  the 
eye  which  most  excited  her  admiration,  was  the  lens,  which  she  took 
upon  the  point  of  a  needle  and  examined  with  intense  interest.  ]\o 
more  was  thought  of  the  subject  till  after  her  confinement,  when  it  was 
discovered  that  her  inlant  had  a  cataract  of  both  eyes. 

Case  II. — I\Irs.  W.,  a  lady  of  delicate  structure  and  nervous 
temperament,  vvhile  in  a  state  of  utero-gestation,  attended  upon  a 
sick  brother,  and  was  present  during  his  dying  struggles,  which  were 
unusually  severe  and  protracted.  Her  sympathies  were  excited  exces- 
sively, and  she  evidently  endured  great  mental  agony  and  distress.  In 
due  time  she  was  delivered  of  a  full-grown  child,  which  lived  for  several 
months,  but  appeared  mentally  imbecile,  and  had  all  the  contortions  of 
countenance  and  limbs  which  characterized  his  dying  uncle  in  the 
hours  of  dissolution. 

Cask  III. — Mrs.  H.,  in  the  early  months  of  gestation,  was  frightened 
by  a  rattlesnake.  At  the  usual  period  she  was  delivered  of  a  son  with 
a  black  zig-zag  mark  upon  his  back — the  exact  portrait  of  a  snake,  with 
all  its  characteristic  features,  with  the  exception  of  animal  life. 

Case  IV. — A  full-grown  foetus  was  exhibited  to  the  Medical  Society 
in  this  county  as  a  specimen  of  lusus  naturae,  by  an  individual,  however, 
who  knew  little  or  nothing  of  its  uterine  history.  The  body  and  limbs 
were  plump  and  perfect,  and  the  only  deformity  appeared  in  the  head 
and  upper  portions  of  the  face,  which  \va3  a  perfect  resemblance  of  a 
cat  with  a  fractured  skull  and  contused  neck,  which  had  suffered 
martyrdom  for  no  other  crime  than  being  supernumerary.  Now  whether 
the  mother  had, or  had  not,  been  an  eye-witness  to  such  a  brutal  sacrifice, 
to  me  is  unknown,  but  I  confess  I  am  unable  to  assign  a  more  [)lausible 
cause.  And  that  there  was  any  real  connection  between  the  causes  sup- 
posed and  their  results  in  the  three  former  cases,  admits,  to  be  sure,  of 
no  positive  proof;  but  if  they  do  not  stand  in  the  relation  of  cause  and 
effect,  they  were  certainly  extraordinary  coincidences.  And  because 
we  are  unable  to  explain  the  modus  operandi,  are  we  to  discredit 
maternal  influence,  and  ascribe  all  to  chance  and  accident  ? 

When  Dr.  Goulding  produces  a  more  rational  theory,  I  shall  be 
pleased  to  adopt  it.  The  gentleman  may  find  some  difficulty  in  explain- 
ing the  process  of  impregnation  !  How  is  the  heart  of  the  embryo 
formed  ?     On  what  principle  does   it   act  before  the   formation  of  the 
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nervous  system  ?  From  whence  does  it  derive  its  first  blood  ?  And 
from  what  source  is  the  meconium  furnished  ?  These,  wiih  a  thousand 
other  phenomena  of  aniinal  hfe,  are  known  to  exist,  yet  are  difficuh  to 
explain  in  the  present  state  of  anatomical  science. 

Townshend,  Vt.,  Aug.  17,  1837.  W.  R.  Ranney,  M.D. 


MEDICAL  BOTANY. 

[Communicated   for    the   Boston     Medical  and    Surgical  Journal. J 
NO.    VIII.  —  APOCTNUM.        AMERICAN    IPECAC. 

Sex  Syst.  Class  pentandria  ;  order  digynia.  Generic  Characteristics. 
Calyx  very  small,  five-cleft,  persistent.  Cor.  campanulate,  with  five 
short,  revolute  lobes.  Aiith.  saggitate,  connivent,  cohering  to  the  stig- 
ma by  the  middle.  Glands  five,  acute,  dentiform,  alternating  with 
the  stamens. 

There  are  four  species  of  the  apocynum  found  abundant  in  the 
New  England  States. 

Specif.  Descrip. — Apocynum  cannahinum.  Stem  herbaceous,  erect, 
branching,  brownish,  two  or  three  feet  high  ;  leaves  lanceolate,  acute  at 
each  end,  smooth  ;  cymes  paniculate,  many  flowered  ;  corolla  small, 
greenish,  with  an  erect  border  and  a  tube  not  longer  than  the  calyx. 

It  is  found  along  fences  and  the  borders  of  woods  throughout  the 
country.  The  root  is  the  part  used.  It  is  perennial,  creeping  and 
brownish.  It  is  a  very  valuable  emetic  and  hydragogue  cathartic,  and, 
under  certain  circumstances,  diuretic,  diaphoretic,  expectorant,  emmena- 
gogue  and  tonic.  It  is  said  by  some  to  be  an  exceedingly  valuable 
remedy  in  dropsy  and  in  amenorrhoea.  Several  distinguished  practi- 
tioners have  given  their  testimony  in  its  favor  as  a  remedy  for  ascites 
and  other  forms  of  dropsy. —  Vid.  U.  S.  Disp. 

Dr.  Wood  says,  "  It  produces  nausea,  diminishes  the  frequency  of 
the  pulse,  and  appears  to  induce  drowsiness,  independently  of  the 
exhaustion  consequent  upon  vomiting."  I  am  led  to  believe  it  would 
be  a  useful  agent,  given  in  emetic  doses,  in  many  cases  of  hysteria 
attended  with  ascites.  It  probably  possesses  a  small  proportion  of  a 
narcotic  principle.  According  to  Dr.  Knapp,  who  has  analyzed  it, 
it  contains  a  bitter  principle,  extractive,  tannin,  gallic  acid,  resin,  wax, 
caoutchouc,  fecula,  lignin,  and  an  active  emetic  principle  which  he 
designates  by  the  name  of  apocynin.  The  root,  as  well  as  the  stem 
and  leaves,  contains  a  milky  juice  which  readily  concretes  into  a  tena- 
cious elastic  substance,  resembling  caoutchouc.  Dose  for  an  emetico- 
cathartic,  from  fifteen  to  thirty  grains  of  the  powdered  root.  The 
decoction  may  be  taken  in  two  or  three  ounce  doses,  three  times  a  day, 
as  a  diaphoretic  and  diuretic.  Some  practitioners  make  use  of  the 
species  androstrmifolium,  but  it  is  said  to  be  less  active  than  the 
cannabinum.  The  different  species  are  known  to  country  people  by 
the  names  of  ipecac,  bitter-root,  dog^s-bane,  Indian-hejnp,  ^c.  fyc. 
Some  of  them  have  been  used  by  the  Indians  in  the  treatment  of  lues 
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venerea,  but  wiih  wliat  success  1  am  unable  to  say.  There  can  be  no 
doubt,  however,  that  the  apocynum  is  an  article  of  great  value  as  a 
reineciy  in  many  cases  of  disease,  and  which  ought  to  be  brought  into 
{general  use.  One  species  of  it  may  be  found  at  Kidder's,  in  Court 
street,  Boston. 

It  is  a  fact  worthy  of  consideration,  that  many  inert  or  almost  worth- 
less substances  are  imported  into  this  country,  and  kept  at  all  the 
apothecary  shops,  while  some  of  the  most  valuable  indigenous  plants  of 
our  own  country  can  hardly  be  obtained,  except  in  their  native  field  or 
woods.  S.  A.  T. 

Note. — Since  writing  "  Medical  Botany,  No.  6,"  I  have  been 
informed  by  a  physician  from  the  country,  that  the  chelone  glabra  is 
a  very  useful  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  dysenteria.  May  not  this 
quality  depend  on  its  astringent  properties  ? 


FINAL  REPORT  ON   THE  RADICAL  CURE  OF  HERNIA, 

BY    THE  COMMITTEE    OF    THE   PHILADELPHIA   MEDICAL   SOCIETY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

So  great  an  interest  has  been  manifested  by  our  profession  of  late  on 
the  imj)ortant  subject  of  a  radical  cure  of  hernia,  that  I  consider  it  due 
to  the  medical  coumiunity  that  you  lend  your  pages  to  give  a  wide 
circulation  to  the  results  to  which  the  learned  committee,  above  alluded 
to,  have  arrived,  in  the  presentation  of  their  final  report.  The  report 
was  read  by  Dr.  R.  Coates,  who  has  devoted  his  active  mind  to  the 
investigation  of  this  subject,  for  a  period  hardly  less  than  three  years, 
and  whose  opinions  may  be  considered  as  justly  entitled  to  high  regard. 
The  report,  entire,  is  in  the  August  No.  of  the  American  Journal  of 
the  Medical  Sciences.  It  gives  a  decided  preference  to  the  instruments 
of  Dr.  Chase.     The  committee  report — 

That  since  the  dale  of  their  preliminary  report  (read  Dec.  5th  and 
12th,  1835),  they  have  devoted  much  time  and  thought  to  the  important 
investigation  submitted  to  their  charge ;  but  the  numerous  mooted 
questions  originally  involved  with  it,  have  been  gradually  narrowed 
down  in  number  and  compass,  in  three  different  ways  ;  firstly,  by 
the  decision  of  several  physiological  points  ;  secondly,  by  the  results 
of  the  analysis  of  the  mechanical  construction  of  instruments  ;  and 
thirdly,  by  the  introduction  of  improvements  in  the  formation  of  trusses, 
calculated  to  remove  the  objections  waged  against  some  portion  of  the 
apparatus  represented  as  imperfect  in  the  preliminary  report. 

In  the  eighth  section  of  the  preliminary  report  (Op.  cit.  p.  324)  the 
committee  ventured  upon  a  physiological  disquisition  on  the  modus 
operandi  of  trusses,  in  producing  the  apparently  radical  cure  oj 
hernia;  and  their  conclusion  on  this  subject  was  presented  in  the 
following  sentence. 

"  These  positions  will  explain  the  motive  of  the  committee  in  taking 
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the  ground  that  the  most  perfectly  retentive  apparatus  is  that  which 
offers  the  strongest  probability  of  radical  cure,  and  that  any  considerable 
irritation  produced  in  the  parts  by  the  pressure  of  a  block,  may  be 
considered,  in  the  present  state  of  the  investigation,  of  secondary 
importance." — p.  326. 

In  the  letter  of  the  chairman  to  Dr.  Heber  Chase,  the  question  of 
the  modus  operandi  has  been  argued  at  greater  length  than  would  have 
been  proper  in  a  report  designed  to  present  a  rigid  detail  of  facts  and 
established  deductions  ;  but  the  tenor  of  that  letter,  written  after  much 
more  extended  observation  than  had  been  offered  when  the  report  was 
read,  adds  collateral  support  to  the  present  opinions  of  the  committee, 
founded  upon  the  whole  of  the  evidence  before  them  ;  namely,  that  the 
radical  cure  of  hernia,  by  trusses,  depends  almost  exclusively,  if  not 
entirely,  upon  the  accuracy  and  permanency  of  the  retention  effected 
by  the  instrument.  That  considerable  or  long-continued  irritation  in  the 
parts,  so  far  from  being  an  advantage,  in  reality  opposes  the  successful 
treatment;  that  there  are  no  facts  in  their  possession  which  tend  to 
prove  indisputably  that  even  slight  irritations  of  the  superficial  tissues 
are  transmitted  to  the  tendons  of  the  abdominal  muscles  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  accelerate  the  cure  ;  and  that  radical  cures  are  sometimes 
effected  without  any  other  irritations  than  such  as  are  altogether  fugitive 
in  character. 

It  will  be  remembered  by  the  Society  that  the  committee,  in  the 
preliminary  report,  expressed  the  decided  opinion  that  "  retentive 
power  of  solid  blocks  exceeds,  cceteris  ■paribus,  by  considerable  differ- 
ence, that  of  pads  composed  of  softer  materials." 

The  whole  current  of  the  evidence  since  presented  to  them  most 
fully  substantiates  the  correctness  of  this  position,  as  the  number  of 
cases  has  been  large  in  which  the  various  instruments  with  soft  pads 
have  failed  in  effecting  accurate  and  permanent  retention,  and  in  which 
the  more  perfect  apparatus  with  blocks  of  proper  form  have  been 
substituted  with  complete  success. 

The  trusses  with  solid  blocks,  now  in  use  or  recommended  by  inven- 
tors, may  be  divided  into  two  classes.  1st.  Those  which  are  con- 
structed for  the  express  purpose  of  producing  irritation,  in  order  to 
effect  a  condensation  of  the  skin,  cellular  tissue,  and  the  fascia  superfi- 
cialis  or  the  abdominal  tendons  about  the  hernial  orifice,  into  one  com- 
mon mass  by  adhesion.  2d.  Those  which  are  designed  to  secure 
the  constant,  perfect  and  safe  retention  of  the  bowel,  without  the 
attempt  to  create  intentional  irritation  in  the  parts  pressed  by  the 
instrument. 

The  remarks  of  the  committee  on  the  first  of  these  classes,  naturally 
arrange  themselves  under  two  heads.  1st.  Comments  upon  the  sup- 
posed establishment  of  adhesive  inflammation  ;  and  2d.  An  estimate 
of  the  retentive  power  of  the  apparatus. 

First,  then,  on  the  establishment  of  adhesive  inflammation  by  trusses 
of  the  first  class.  Your  Committee  have  watched,  with  great  caution 
and  most  minutely,  the  changes  produced  by  the  pressure  of  the  truss- 
3blocks  in  a  number  of  cases ;  and  the  result  of  their  observation  may  be 
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summed  up  as  follows.  The  application  of  the  instnmient  soon  pro- 
duces an  erylliemaious  blush  of  the  integuments,  which,  when  the 
pressure  is  severe,  often  continues  for  weeks  or  months  ;  but,  when  mild 
from  the  first,  or  rendered  so  at  a  later  period  by  the  substitution  of  an 
instrument  with  a  weaker  spring,  the  redness  of  the  skin  changes  its 
character,  and  appears,  on  the  removal  of  tlie  instrument,  like  that 
simple  result  of  capillary  distention  which  is  witnessed  innnediately  on 
the  removal  of  a  tight  bandage,  wherever  it  may  have  been  applied  ;  a 
distention  obviously  produced  by  diminished  action  of  the  arcuated 
fibres  and  coats  of  the  vessels,  the  tonic  contraction  of  which  has  been 
rendered  unnecessary  for  a  time  by  the  substitution  of  a  mechanical 
support,  the  capillaries  being  thus  incapacitated  for  resisting  completely 
the  vis  a  tergo  of  the  arterial  circulation  and  the  hydrodinamic  pressure 
of  the  venous  column.  Tiiis  cause  being  more  permanent  during  the 
use  of  the  truss  than  during  that  of  almost  any  ordinary  bandage,  the 
consequences  are  also  more  durable  ;  and  this  second  kind  of  redness,  or^ 
purpleness,  is  sometimes  observable  for  many  days  after  the  removal  ol 
the  instrument. 

The  first  of  these  forms  of  redness  is  the  obvious  effect  of  the 
superficial  irritation  produced  by  the  pressure  of  the  block,  and  may 
be  called,  with  some  propriety,  the  primary  redness  ;  the  second  is  seen 
even  after  the  parts  have  become  accustomed  to  the  presence  of  the 
instrument,  and  we  shall  take  the  liberty  of  calling  it  the  secondary 
redness. 

The  form  of  hyperemia  observed  in  the  primary  redness  is  known  to 
be  favorable  to  adhesion,  if  the  irritation  be  not  sufficiently  intense  to 
produce  decided  inflammation ;  and  even  when  inflammation  does 
supervene,  if  the  constitution  of  the  patient  be  good,  the  inflamed 
part  will  be  surrounded  by  cellular  adhesions,  or  depositions  usually 
so  called,  designed  to  limit  its  progress,  according  to  a  well-known 
physiological  law\ 

The  primary  redness,  during  the  use  of  the  trusses  of  the  first  class, 
is" often  carried  to  such  an  excess  as  to  produce  decided  inflammation, 
and  sometimes  even  excoriation  of  the  skin.  (Case  X.)  It  becomes, 
then,  a  question  of  considerable  importance  to  decide  whether  the  irri- 
tation of  the  block,  or  that  produced  by  the  inflammation  which  it 
sometimes  causes,  ever  be  transmitted  to  deeper  seated  parts  so  as  to 
bring  about  adhesion  between  the  cutis  vera,  the  subcutaneous  cel- 
lular tissue,  and  the  fascia  superficialis.  The  conclusion  on  this  point 
will  be  stated  presently. 

The  form  of  hyperetnia  as  seen  in  the  secondary  redness,  marks  a 
condition  of  the  vessels,  which,  instead  of  promoting  adhesion,  is  well 
known  to  retard  the  formation  of  false  membranes,  while  it  promotes 
absorption  to  such  a  degree  as  frequently  to  detern)iiie  the  solution  of 
such  as  are  already  formed,  together  with  the  interstitial  deposits  of 
tissues  and  sometimes  even  the  tissues  themselves. 

If,  then,  these  adhesions  and  condensations  do  occur,  which  are 
represented  by  the  hypothesis  as  the  cause  of  cure  by  these  trusses,  the 
evidence  of  their  existence  should  be   found   during  the  continuance  of 
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tlie  primary  redness,  and  cannot  be  supposed  to  commence  at  a  later 
period,  when  the  parts  have  become  famiharlzed  to  the  pressure  of  the 
instruuient. 

Immediately  after  the  apphcation  of  a  truss  of  the  first  class,  the 
subcutaneous  fat  beneath  tlie  block  bej^ins  to  disappear  by  absorption, 
especially  at  the  part  corresponding  with  the  shoulder  or  most  promi- 
nent part  of  the  block.  After  the  disappearance  of  the  adeps,  the 
block  still  continues  to  sink  deeper  and  deeper,  until,  in  flesliy  persons, 
it  appears  to  be  almost  embedded  ;  and,  on  removing  the  instrument, 
the  integuments  present  a  mould  of  the  block,  nearly  or  quite  complete. 
This  condition  is  observed  before  the  subsidence  of  the  primary  redness 
in  some  cases  (Case  XII.),  and  in  others  the  parts  may  possibly  become 
accustomed  to  the  pressure  before  the  depression  of  the  integuuients  is 
so  strongly  marked  ;  but  in  fact  it  has  been  observed  in  practice  that 
active  irritation  of  the  skin  is  generally  reproduced  from  time  to  time, 
being  complicated  with  the  secondary  debility  of  the  vessels  already 
described  ;  or,  in  other  words,  the  skin  rarely  becomes  perfectly  accus- 
tomed to  the  pressure  of  blocks  of  this  class. 

The  tenor  of  the  specifications  of  the  patents  of  Dr.  Hood  and  Mr. 
Staojner  (the  only  authorities  on  the  subject  known  to  the  committee), 
induces  us  to  believe  that  the  authors  of  the  hypothesis  did  not  intend 
to  carry  the  supposed  condensation  of  the  skin,  cellular  tissue  and  fascia 
superficialis  beyond  the  point  at  which  the  above  detailed  appearances 
are  observed  ;  but  that  measures  were  then  designed  m  be  taken  in 
order  to  lessen  or  control  the  amount  of  irritation  produced  by  the 
instrument,  either  by  the  substitution  of  a  less  severe  block,  or  by 
placing  next  the  skin  some  layers  of  silk  or  other  tissue  to  prevent  the 
direct  action  of  the  wood.  Your  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion 
that  it  would  not  be  quite  consistent  with  impartial  justice  to  include 
the  ulterior  effects  of  the  continued  pressure  of  the  blocks  in  the  investi- 
gation of  the  truth  or  falsity  of  the  hypothesis.  These  ulterior  effects 
will  be  mentioned  hereafter ;  but  the  condition  of  the  parts  about  the 
hernial  orifice,  or  the  abdominal  canal,  at  the  spot  where  the  block 
presses,  at  the  time  when  it  is  most  deeply  embedded,  and  during  or 
after  the  highest  irritation,  is  as  follows  : 

The  cutis  vera,  presenting  one  or  the  other  form  of  redness  above 
described,  is  sometimes  thickened  a  little  around  the  edges  of  the  block, 
where  a  general  puffiness  of  the  integuments  is  occasionally  observed. 
In  some  instances  this  thickening  of  the  true  skin  is  perceptible  for  a 
short  distance  beneath  the  more  inclined,  or  inner  and  upper  edge  of 
Hood's  inguinal  block  ;  but  with  all  the  instruments  of  this  class  which 
have  been  seen  in  use,  the  parts  where  the  pressure  is  considerable,  or, 
in  other  words,  those  which  are  nearest  the  hernial  orifice  when  the 
instrument  is  rightly  applied,  are  marked  by  no  thickening  of  the  skin  ; 
and,  in  some  instances,  that  membrane  is  rendered  obviously  thinner  than 
when  in  its  normal  condition,  even  ichen  the  case  has  not  advanced 
beyond  the  primary  stage  of  irritation. 

The  subcutaneous  cellular  tissue  is  found  in  every  instance  reduced 
in  thickness  by  the  obvious  removal  of  the  adeps,  and  by  some  process 
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producing;  still  greater  compression.  The  committee  have  seen  no  evi- 
dence whatever  of  the  slii;htest  thickenini,',  eitiier  in  tlie  fascia  siiper- 
ficialis,  the  abdominal  tendons,  or  the  edges  of  the  external  abdominal 
ring  when  that  part  has  been  acted  on  ;  and  in  all  the  cases  the  skin, 
where  most  closely  approximated  to  the  fascia,  can  be  made  to  glide 
freely  over  it,  when  moved   by  the  finj^er. 

After  the  final  removal  of  the  truss,  the  parts  thus  flattened  or 
impressed  by  the  block,  rapidly  regain  the  general  level  of  the  abdo- 
men. The  cellular  tissue  receives  anew  its  characteristic  deposits,  both 
within  and  beneath  the  cutis  vera,  and  the  adeps  rea()pears.  A  few 
weeks  are  sufficient  to  effect  this  change  ;  it  is  sometimes  completed 
before  the  entire  subsidence  of  the  secondary  redness,  and  it  has  been 
known  to  conunence  even  under  the  pressure  of  the  blocks  of  Dr. 
Chase's  trusses. 

Your  committee  feel  compelled  to  regard  these  facts  as  conclusive 
against  the  truth  of  the  doctrine,  that  the  trusses  or  blocks  of  the  first 
class  produce  a  real  condensation  of,  or  adhesion  between  the  skin,  the 
subcutaneous  cellular  tissue,  and  the  fascia  superficialis  or  abdominal 
tendons. 

If  the  depression  were  the  result  of  a  true  condensation,  it  would 
be  utterly  impossible  that  the  skin  should  retain,  as  it  invariably  does, 
its  mobility  upon  the  parts  beneath.  If  adhesions  actually  took  placej 
and  the  hypothesis  which  considers  the  cellular  tissue  as  a  membrane 
containing  cells  be  true,  the  obliteration  of  those  cells  would  render 
impossible  the  rapid  reproduction  of  fat  and  the  disappearance  of  the 
depression  which  has  been  described.  If,  on  the  contrary,  that  hy- 
pothesis be  correct  which  represents  the  cellular  tissue  as  a  homoge- 
neous mass,  then  the  existence  of  adhesions  between  lj)e  cutis  and  the 
parts  beneath  could  not  permit  the  skin  to  rise  again  to  its  natural  level 
until  the  accidental  membranous  connections  were  gradually  elongated 
by  mechanical  or  other  forces  ;  but  the  parts  interested  in  the  present 
case  are  not  subject  to  any  mechanical  distending  forces,  in  proof  of 
which  the  committee  will  refer  to  the  letter  of  the  chairman  already 
quoted  ;  nor  can  it  be  supposed  that  interstitial  deposition  alone  could 
occasion  the  necessary  stretching  of  the  adhesions  within  the  time 
required  ;  for  this  process  is  always  slow  and  tedious,  even  under  the 
action  of  very  powerful  forces,  as  is  seen  in  the  adhesions  following 
inflammations  of  serous  cavities.  If  any  shoidd  believe  it  possible  that 
the  renewed  interstitial  deposits  might  elevate  the  skin  to  the  natural 
level,  the  committee  would  merely  suggest  that  these  depositions  could 
occur  only  in  the  intervals  of  the  factitious  membranes  formed  by  the 
adhesions,  and  hence,  that  the  skin  thus  elevated,  would  be  inevitably 
rugose — a  character  totally  inconsistent  with  the  facts  of  the  case. 
Moreover,  we  often  witness  similar  depressions  of  the  integuments 
among  the  effects  of  long-continued  pressure  by  bandages  and  splints 
in  surgical  cases — as,  for  instance,  over  the  tibia  in  ulcers  of  the  inferior 
extremities — yet,  in  no  case  do  we  see  the  skin  adherent  to  the  parts 
beneath,  unless  in  places  where  there  has  been  an  actual  loss  of  sub- 
stance or  the  establishment  of  the  suppurative  process. 
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Your  coiuniittee,  therefore,  entertain  decidedly  the  opinion  that  the 
hypothesis  of  condensation  and  adhesion  is  untenahle. 

The  doctrine  of  adhesion  and  condensation  being  overthrown,  there 
can  remain  but  one  mode  of  explaining  the  action  of  the  instruments 
and  their  alleged  claims  as  means  of  radical  cure  in  hernia,  viz.:  Their 
mechanical  influence  in  producing  perfect  retention  of  the  bowel  ;  for, 
whatever  changes  may  occur  in  the  hernial  orifice  while  the  instru- 
ments are  applied,  even  granting  that  these  changes  ultimately  render 
their  further  apjilicatlon  unnecessary,  can  only  be  due  to  the  exercise 
of  the  natural  functions  of  the  part  affected,  and  have  no  further  de- 
pendence on  the  instruments  than  such  as  results  from  their  mechanical 
action  in  permanently  removing  the  substances  which  were  previously 
present  lioin  time  to  lime  in  the  false  passages  which  constiuite  the 
disease. 

The  examination  of  the  different  instruments,  and  grounds  of  prefer- 
ence to  that  of  Dr.  Chase,  will  be  given  in  another  number. 
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This  is  precisely  the  kind  of  publication  that  has  been  needed  :  it  is 
somethintr  in  tangible  form,  having  lengtii,  breadth  and  thickne.ss  enough 
to  be  visible  in  a  book-case.  We  abhor  the  stitched-pamphlet  sys- 
tem of  reporting  progress  in  pui)lic  institutions,  so  common  in  this 
country.  However  valuable  such  annual  papers  may  be  to  the  com- 
munity, at  the  time  of  their  first  appearance,  they  generally  get  con- 
verted into  lamp-lighters  at  last.  An  air  of  bibliographical  respecta- 
bility is  quite  essential  to  the  preservation  of  printed  documents.  Books, 
like  fair,  well-dressed  ladies,  command  a  degree  of  attention,  from  the 
mass  of  mankind,  in  proportion  to  the  apparent  value  of  their  exterior, 
without  reference  to  their  intellectual  qualities.  There  are  many  phi- 
losophers in  rags,  and  many  learned  discourses  so  beggarly  in  appear- 
ance, that  they  never  reach  the  altitude  for  which  they  were  designed. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  be  very  definite  in  remarking  upon  the  char- 
acter of  this  series  of  reports,  the  spirit  of  which  has  already  been  given 
in  our  pages,  as  they  appeared  from  year  to  year  in  the  returns  made  to 
the  Legislature.  In  the  form  now  given  them — a  substantial,  finely 
executed  volume  of  two  hundred  pages,  octavo — Dr.  Woodsvard  is  ena- 
bled to  converse  with  kindred  establishments  in  Europe,  in  a  more  satis- 
factory manner  thati  by  a  labored  correspondence.  Every  line  has  an  offi- 
cial accuracy  about  it,  which  imparts  a  peculiar  interest,  and  enhances  the 

♦  Reporl^l  .111(1  nUipr  dociimenis  reUtine  to  the  Plate  Lunatic  Uospital,  at  Worcester,  Mass.  Printed 
by  order  of  the  Senate.    Bos;on  :    Dutton  &  Weutwotth. 
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value  of  the  whole  in  the  estimation  of  those  whose  prayers  are  for  the 
continual  success  ol  that  heaven-blessed  charity,  wi)icii  has  for  its  ob- 
ject the  comfort  and  lian|)iness  of  the  most  wretched  of  tiie  linman 
family.  Tlie  accompaniment  of  a  correct  lithographic  view  of  the  range 
of  edifices  constituting  the  hospital,  together  with  a  ground  plan,  ena- 
bles the  reader  to  understand  the  text,  which,  otherwise,  would  not  be  so 
clearly   coniprehcnded  in  speakmg  of  difierent  apartments. 

lender  the  vigilant  eye  of  Dr.  Woodward,  who  possesses  the  moral 
qualifications  for  raising  the  hospital  to  great  distinction,  to  say  nothing 
of  his  well-known  scientific  attainments,  every  improvement  is  intro- 
duced which  the  experience  of  cotemporaries  in  sin)ilar  establishments 
has  discovered  to  be  beneficial  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  reason- 
bereft  inmates.  It  has  been  a  happy  circumstance  that,  from  the  begin- 
ning, the  commissioners  have  been  men  of  enlightened  views,  who  never 
have  hesitated  to  act  with  energy  in  any  measure  proposed  by  tlie  super- 
intendent which  promised  any  advantages  to  the  insane  under  treatment. 
The  Legislature,  too,  in  no  instance  have  manifested  a  disposition  to  em- 
barrass the  operations  of  those  who  must  know,  from  daily  observation, 
what  is  most  necessary.  When  the  guardians  of  the  treasury  have 
been  a*-ked  for  assistance  from  the  right  source,  they  have  given  most 
cheerl'ully.  Some  of  the  acts  ol"  the  last  General  Court  in  granting 
money  for  the  purchase  of  land,  completing  the  wings  and  erecting  a 
chapel,  are  strong  evidences  of  their  confidence  in  the  ability  and  in- 
tegrity of  those  who  control  this  admirable  institution. 

Before  closing  these  remarks,  we  would  suggest  the  propriety,  if  not 
expediency,  of  supplying  every  physician  in  the  State  with  a  copy  of 
this  volume  of  reports.  If  the  measure  were  moved  at  the  next  session^ 
it  would  probably  meet  with  immediate  encouragement. 


Select  Medical  Library  and  Eclectic  Journal  of  Medicine. — Perhaps 
we  have  been  wanting  in  civility  in  not  having  recently  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  profession  to  the  sterling  merits  of  Dr.  Bell's  Journal. 
There  is  discoverable  in  it  an  uncommon  evidence  of  industry,  and  a 
devotion  to  (he  interests  of  medical  science,  which  demand  expressions 
of  warm  approbation.  It  is  as  difficult  to  select  well,  as  it  is  to  conduct 
"any  other  department  of  editorial  labor  ;  and  as  Dr.  Bell  has  evinced  a 
good  judgment  in  the  republication  of  articles  introduced  into  the  Li- 
brary, to  say  nothing  of  the  original  papers,  together  with  items  of  foreign 
and  domestic  intelligence,  his  claim  to  patronage  is  certainly  well 
established. 

Philadelphia  is  not  only  distinguished  for  the  excellence  of  its  schools, 
but  for  its  medical  periodicals.  Of  the  three  now  issued  there,  under 
the  control  of  Dr.  Hays,  Dr.  Dunglison  and  Dr.  Bell,  whose  rank  and 
influence  are  acknowledsed  wherever  their  writings  have  circulated, 
there  is  not  one  we  could  willingly  relinquish.  With  these  views  we 
recommend  the  Select  Library  to  all  who  are  desirous  of  keeping  pace 
with  the  medical  science  and  literature  of  the  age. 


Medical  Examinations. — Candidates  for  the  degree  of  doctor  in  medi- 
cine, to  be  conferred  this  day  at  Harvard  University,  sustained  a  n)ore 
than  usually  satisfactory  examination.     It  was  remarked  by  a  gentleman 
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who  is  conversant  with  these  trials,  for  such  they  are  invariably  regarded 
by  those  who  pass  the  ordeal,  tliat  the  public  have  an  interest  at  stake 
in  this  finishing  of  medical  students.  When  the  talent  and  industry 
manifested  before  the  board  of  examiners  is  such  as  to  meet  their  warm 
approbation,  as  was  the  case  the  other  day,  the  community  cannot  but 
be  the  gainers. 


Somnambulism.  —  If  some  medical  friend  in  the  City  of  Providence  will 
have  the  kindness  to  give  us,  in  a  condensed  form,  the  particulars  of  the 
extraordinary  cases  of  somnambulism  now  the  talk  and  wonder  of  the 
day  in  that  place,  he  will  confer  a  peculiar  favor  on  the  profession.  Ad- 
mitting that  one  twentieth  of  what  has  been  related  to  us  by  an  intelli- 
gent gentleman  who  was  in  Providence  the  last  week,  is  true,  Dr.  Poyen 
has  been  altogether  eclipsed.  Although  we  were  long  ago  completely 
weary  of  the  subject,  supposing  that  nothing  more  strange  and  unac- 
countable could  possibly  be  developed,  than  had  already  been  presented 
by  the  believers  in  animal  magnetism,  the  stories  which  are  currently  re- 
ported here  of  the  astonishing  exhibitions  now  being  made  in  Rhode 
Island,  demand  a  statement  of  all  the  facts. 


Trepanning  the  Vertebral  Column. — It  is  reported  that  Dr.  Walker,  of 
Charlestown,  whose  reputation  as  a  surgeon  is  deservedly  high,  in  an 
extraordinary  dislocation  of  the  neck,  week  before  last,  laid  bare  the 
cervical  vertebrte  at  the  point  of  injury,  and  after  sawing  away  some  of 
the  processes,  which  exposed  the  sheath  of  the  spinal  marrow,  restored 
the  bones  to  their  original  places.  The  operation  is  said  to  have  been  a 
remarkable  one.  Will  some  one  acquainted  with  all  the  circumstances, 
have  the  goodness  to  transmit  the  particulars  .'' 


Mammoth  Tumor. — Dr.  Hayward  operated  on  a  man,  last  week,  at 
the  General  Hospital,  who  had  a  prodigiously  large  medullary  tumor, 
exquisitely  sensible,  growing  from  the  fascia  of  the  recti  muscles  of  the 
abdomen.  Every  stage  of  the  dissection  was  attended  with  dread- 
ful pain,  even  to  the  very  last.  However,  notwithstanding  an  uncom- 
mon amount  of  sufleriiig  while  under  the  knife,  the  patient  has  remained 
completely  free  from  pain  ever  since,  and  is  now  rapidly  convalescing. 
This,  too,  was  a  kind  of  case  which  should  be  given  to  the  public. 


Reinsertion  of  Human  Teeth. — Dentists  have  been  warned,  of  late,  by 
the  pernicious  effects  produced  by  the  use  of  teeth  taken  from  the  dead, 
to  al)andon  a  practice  now  pretty  extensively  followed  in  the  large  cities. 
A  dreadful  and  fatal  case  of  venereal  disease,  in  one  instance,  was  in 
this  way  communicated  to  a  lady,  whose  jaws  and  face  presented  a 
horrible  spectacle  before  she  found  relief  in  death. 


Plague  Specific. — A  man  by  the  name  of  Crown,  formerly  of  Boston, 
notorious  for  several  qualities  beside  moral  honesty,  is  endeavoring  to 
find  favor  with  the  Turks — to  whom  he  represents  that  he  possesses  a 
positive  cure  of  the  plague,  which,  next  to  Mahomedanism  and  their  sys- 
tem of  government,  is  the  terror  and  curse   of  the  land.     The  Sultan 
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must  be  careful,  or  he  will  be  duped  by  a  vagrant  yankee,  whose  manage- 
ment of  other  people's  money  and  divers  acts  of  criminal  freedom  would 
send  him  to  the  State  Prison,  should  he  ever  presume  to  set  foot  again 
in  Massachusetts. 


Visiting  Cuba  for  Health. — Excellent  preparations  have  been  made 
near  JVlatanzas  for  the  accommodation  of  invalids  from  the  United  States. 
Formerly,  the  diflicuity  of  [)rocuring  suitable  lodgings  prevented  many 
from  passing  the  winter  in  that  beautiful  island,  who  felt  the  necessity  of 
fleeing  from  its  boisterous  approaches  in  New  England.  The  place  now 
organized  with  express  reference  to  the  convenience  of  this  class  of 
strangers,  is  located  at  San  Pedro  de  Hudson,  eighteen  miles  from  Ma- 
tanzas.  Board  ranges  at  about  fourteen  dollars  a  week.  The  keeping 
of  a  horse  is  ten  dollars  a  month — the  hire  of  one  is  thirty  dollars  per 
month.  Steam  boats  leave  Havana  and  JVlatanzas  every  other  day — the 
fare  being  six  dollars.  Board,  by  the  day,  at  either  place,  is  two  dollars 
and  fifty  cents.  A  horse  costs  from  sixty-eight  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars.  Those  who  can  afford  the  expense,  should  ship  their  own,  the 
native  breed  being  small  and  inferior.  Invalids,  to  derive  the  most  ad- 
vantage from  the  mild  air  of  Cuba,  should  leave  here  by  the  first  of  Oc- 
tober and  remain  till  May.  Physicians,  in  recommending  a  voyage  to 
their  consumptive  patients,  should  keep  this  circumstance  in  recollection. 


Transylvania  Medical  School. — The  chairs  in  this  school  vacated  by 
the  trustees  have  been  refilled.  Dr.  Dudley  has  been  reappointea  Pro- 
fessor of  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  and  Drs.  Short  and  Richardson  have 
also  been  reappointed  to  their  former  chairs  ;  the  former  to  the  chair  of 
Materia  Medica  and  Botany,  and  the  latter  to  that  of  Obstetrics  and  Dis- 
eases of  Women  and  Children.  Dr.  J.  C.  Cross  has  been  appointed  to 
the  chair  of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine  and  Clinical  Practice  ;  Dr.  J. 
Eberle  to  that  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  and  Dr.  T.  D. 
Mitchell  to  that  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy.  Dr.  James  M.  Bush  is 
adjunct  Professor  of  Anatomy. — Amer.  Jour,  of  Med.  Sciences. 

Died,— At  Milford,  N.  H.,  Hon.  John  Wallace,  M.D.,  56.— At  Waltham,  Mass. 
Dr.  Isaac  Mulliken,  85. — At  Vclasco,  Texas,  Dr.  Alexander  Lynch,  sursreon  in  the 
Texan  army,  late  of  Petersburg,  Va. — At  Pittsburg,  Penn.,  Dr.  Hichard  R.  Say- 
ward,  28. 


Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week   eiitlin<;  Aue.  26,  42.     Mnles,  21 — Females,  21. 

Consumption,  fi — palsy,  1 — scarlatina,  I— cholera  iiifaTitiim,  3 — dropsy  on  the  brain,!  —  nicer  in  the 
stomach,  I — aneurism,  1 — indammation  of  the  brain,  1 — brain  fever,  J — rupture  of  the  uterus,  1 — 
dysentery,  3— apoplexy,  I  — inflan)niation  of  the  uterus,  1— typhus  fever,  1 — old  age,  1— sudden,!  — 
scarlet  fever,  I — lung  fever,  I — teething,   1. 


MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  medical  instruction.  A  convenient  room 
has  been  provided  for  this  purpose,  whirli  will  be  open  to  tlie  students  at  all  hours.  'I  liey  will  have 
access  to  an  extensive  medical  library,  and  every  other  necessary  facility  for  the  acquirement  of  a 
thorough  medical  education. 

Opportunities  will  be  offered  for  the  observation  of  diseases  and  their  treatment  in  Tiro  Dispensary 
districts,  embracing  Wards  I,  2  and  3,  and  in  ca.ic.i  which  will  be  treated  at  the  room  daihi. 
Instruction  will  be  given  by  clinical  anil  other  lectures,  and  by  examinations  at  least  twice  a  weelt. 
Sufficient  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  Anatomy. 

For  further  information,  application  may  be  made  at   the  room,  over  103  Hanover  street,  or  to 
the  subscribers.  EIMIRAKM  lUM'K,  M.D. 

ASA  B.  S.\f)\V,  .M.D. 
E.  WALTER  Li:.\('n,  M.D. 
Boston,  jiugvH  9,  1837.  HENRY  C.  Cr.ARr<,  M.D 

JOSEPH  MORIARXy,  M.D. 
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MEDICAL  LECTURES   IN   THE   CINCINNATI    COLLEGE. 

The  session  coniineiices  the  last  Monday  of  October,  and  ends  the  lastday  of  February. 

Special  and  Surgical  Anatomy,  by      -----       -        Dr.  -M'Dowell. 

General  and  Pathological  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by        -        -    Dr.  Gboss. 

Surgery,  by-----------        Dr.  Parker. 

Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  peculiar  to  Women  and  Children,  by  Dr.  Rives. 

Chemistry  and  .Medical  Jurisprudence,  by   -        -        -        -        -    Dr.  Rogers. 

Materia  .Medica  and  Pliarmacy,  by      ------        Dr.  Harrison. 

Theory  and  Practice  of -Medicine,  by    -        .        -       -        -        -    Dr.  Drake. 

Dissections  and  Practical  Anatomy,  by       -        -        -        -        -        Dr.  Trimble. 

Clinical  Instruction  in  the  Cincinnati  Hospital,  by       -        -        -    Drs.  Drake,  Parker  and  Rites 

Pr^ifessor  Parker,  no\v  in  Europe  for  the  pui chase  of  additional  books  and  apparatus,  will  return  in 
October. 

Dr.  Trimble  will  open  the  rooms  for  Practical  Anatomy  on  the  1st  of  October,  and  Prof.  M'Dowell 
will  at  the  same  time  commence  a  preliminary  course  of  Osteology. 

Expenses.— Tickets  for  the  Professors,  $15  each  :  Matriculation,  $5;  Library  ticket  (optional)  $3  j 
Hospital  ticket,  SJ  ;  Anatomical  Rooms,  $10.  Total,  $125.  Respectable  boarding  and  lodging  can 
be  had  at  $3  a  week. 

As  we  have  no  national  circulating  medium,  the  Faculty  consider  it  proper  to  give  notice,  that  they 
will  receive  from  students,  at  par,  the  current  bank  bills  of  the  djtferent  States  in  which  they  respec- 
tively reside.  By  order  of  the  Faculty. 

Aag9— 3t  J.  B.  ROGERS,  Dean. 

TO   MEDICAL  STUDENTS.  "^ 

The  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  in  all  the  branches  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery.  A  suitable  room  will  be  provided,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  medical 
library,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  districts  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  Eye 
and  Ear  Intirmary,  and  of  attending  a  course  oliectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye. 

.\  regular  course  of  recitations  and  examinations  will  include  all  the  required  professional  works. 
Anatomical  instruction  and  private  dissection  will  form  a  prominent  part  in  the  study  of  the  pupils. 
For  further  information,  apply  to  eitherof  the  subscribers.  JOHN  JEFFRIES,  M.L). 

R.  W.  HOOPER,  M.D. 
Franklin  Street,  JVov.  9,  183G.  July  la— 6m  JOHN  H.  DIX,  M.D. 

MEDICAL    SCHOOL   OF   HARVARD    UNIVERSITY. 

THE  Medical  Lectures  in  Harvard  University  will  beiiin  on  the  first   Wednesday  in  November,  in 
Mason  street,  Boston,  at  9   o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  continue  thirteen   weeks.     For  the  following  four 
weeks,  the  Hospital  and  Dissecting  room  will  be  kept  open,  and  some  Lectures  will  be  given,  with- 
out additional  expense,  to  such  students  as  may  remain. 
The  following  Courses  of  Lectures  will  be  delivered  to  the  class  of  the  ensuing  season.        Fees. 
Anatomy,  and  the  Operations  of  Surgery,  by  John  C.  Wakren,  M.D.  $15 

Chemistry,  by  John  W.  Webster,  M.D.  15 

Midwifery  and  .Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  Walter  Channixg,  M.D.  10 

.Materia  Medica  and  Clinical  Medicine,  by  Jacob  Bigelow,  .M.D.  10 

Principles  of  Sursery  and  Clinical  .Surgery,  by  Geo.   Havward,  M.D.  10 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  Johx  \Vare,  M.D.  15 

By  an  additional  act  of  the  Legislature  of  .Massachusetts,  the  opportunities  for  the  study  of  Prac- 
tical .\natomy  are  now  placed  upon  the  most  liberal  footing,  and  an  ample  supply  of  subjects  for  the 
wants  of  science  will  be  legally  provide<I  at  a  small  expense. 

The  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  is  open  without  fee  to  students  attending  the  Lectures  of  the 
physicians  and  surgeons.  Clinical  Lectures  are  given  several  times  in  each  week,  and  surgical  opera- 
tions are  frequent. 

To  the  Medical  College  is  attached  a  Medical  Library,  a  costly  and  extensive  Chemical  Apparatus, 
and  Collections  illustrative  of  Midwifery,  Materia  Medica,  and  Healthv  and  Morbid  Anatomy. 

W.\LtER  CHANNING, 
Boston,  July  5,  1837.  tNov.  1.  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine. 

PROLAPSUS   UTERI   CURED    BY   EXTERNAL   APPLICATION. 

DR.  A.  G.  HULL'S  UTERO-ABOOMINAL  SUPi'ORTER  is  offered  to  those  afflicted  with  Prolapsus 
{/fsri,  and  otherdiseases  depending  upon  relaxation  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  as  an  instrument  in 
every  way  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  restoration  to  health.  When  this  instrninent  is  care- 
fully and  properly  fitted  to  the  form  ofthepatient,  it  invariably  affords  the  most  immediate  immunity, 
from  the  distressing  "  dragging  and  hearing  down  "  sensations  which  accompany  iiearlyall  visceral  dis- 
placements of  the  abdomen,  and  its  skilful  application  is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of 
radical  relief  from  the  patient  herself.  The  Supporter  is  of  simple  construction,  and  ran  he  applied  by 
the  patient  without  further  aid.  Within  the  last  two  years  700  of  the  Utero-.'\bdoininal  Supporters 
have  been  applied  with  the  most  happy  results.  .  , 

The  very  great  success  which  this  instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its  examination 
by  the  Physician  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  pessary  hitherto  in  use.  It  is  gratifying  to 
state,  that  it  has  met  the  decided  approbation  of  every  member  of  the  Jledical  Faculty  who  has  ap- 
plied it,  as  well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  it. 

The  Subscribers  having  been  appointed  agents  for  the  sale  of  the  above  instruments,  all  orders  ad- 
dressed to  them  will  be  promptly  attended  to.     Price,  $10. 

Lowe  &  Rked,  Boston  ;  David  ICimhall,  Poitsmoutli,  N.  H.  ,  Joshua  Doroin,  Portland,  Me., 
Joseph  Rauch,  Jn.  Providence,  R.  1.  ;  Elisha  Edwards,  Springfield,  Mass.  ;  N.  S.  Worden, 
Bridgeport,  Conn.  May  10— Cm 


I'llf:  B  ).-iro.V  Mt:i)ICAL  and  SUUGICAL  JOUR.VAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CLAPP,  JR.  at  181  Washincton  Street,  rorner  of  Fianklin  Street,  to  whom  all  comninnicalions 
must  he  addresseil,/)ii<r-;)rti,/.  It  is  also  pHblislicd  in  .\Ionlhly  Parts,  each  Part  conlaining  the  weekly 
numbers  of  the  preceding  month,  slitclieil  in  a  rover.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.— Price  !63,00  a 
vearin  advance,  i^il. 50  after  ilirce  months,  and  SI, 00  if  not  paid  within  ihe  year.— Agenls  allowed 
every  seventh  copy  gralin. — Orders  from  a  distance  inusi  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
«aliafactory  reference. — Postage  the  >aine  as  for  a  Newspaper. 
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MALIGNANT  DISEASES   OF    THE   SKIN   OF  THE   FACE. 

At  a  late  meeting  of  the  Royal  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society,  of 
London,  the  subject  of  cancerous  and  other  affections  of  the  face  was 
brought  belbre  the  members. 

Mr.  Caesar  Hawkins  presented  a  paper  on  this  subject,  which  was 
read.  The  object  of  the  author  in  the  communication  is,  to  describe  a 
peculiar  form  of  malignant  disease  of  the  face,  which  does  not  appear  to 
him  to  have  received  any  distinct  notice  from  surgical  writers,  although 
its  character  is  so  well  marked  as  to  require  a  separate  consideration. 
The  term  "  malignant  "  disease,  however,  having  been  employed  in  a 
very  vague  and  ill-defined  manner,  the  author  commences  by  stating, 
that  he  restricts  the  term  "malignant"  to  such  diseases  as  essentially 
possess  a  new  structure,  capable  of  exerting  a  poisonous  influence  in 
one  or  more  of  these  several  degrees  ;  Ist,  upon  the  neighboring  tex- 
tures, which  are  converted  into  a  substance  exactly  similar,  or,  at  least, 
analogous,  to  that  of  the  new  formation  ;  2dly,  upon  the  absoibent 
system,  so  that  the  neighboring  glands  become  enlarged  into  a  tumor, 
like  that  originally  deposited;  or,  3dly,  upon  the  whole  constitution,  so 
that  the  poisonous  secretions  of  the  newly-formed  part  gain  access  to 
the  circulating  fluids,  and  tubercles  of  various  forms,  but  of  the  same  or 
an  analogous  character,  become  developed  in  some  distant  organs,  or 
textures,  which  have  no  direct  communication,  except  through  the 
blood,  with  the  parts  in  which  the  new  structure  was  first  formed.  By 
this  restriction  of  the  term,  the  author  excludes  from  among  the  ma- 
lignant diseases  of  the  face — 1st,  The  irritable  and  intractable  ulcers 
described  by  Mr.  Earle,  in  the  twelfth  volume  of  the  "  Transactions  " 
of  the  Society  ;  2ndly,  The  various  forms  of  scrofulous  lupus,  which 
attack  the  nose,  eyelids  and  cheeks;  and  3dly,  The  several  varieties  of 
tubercular  sebaceous  disease,  tubercular  lupus,  noli-me-tangere,  &ic., 
which  occur  in  the  same  parts  ;  and,  4thly,  Hypertrophy  of  the  nose, 
described  by  Mr.  Hey,  Civadier,  and  others.  None  of  these  contain 
any  new  structures  to  entitle  them  to  be  included  in  his  definition. 

The  author  then  proceeds  to  describe  three  distinct  forms  of  malig- 
nant disease,  which  are  illustrated  by  several  drawings,  casts  and  pre- 
parations, presented  to  the  examination  of  the  members  of  the  Society. 
With  the  common  cancer  of  the  face,  as  it  shows  itself  in  the  lower  lips, 
most  surgeons  are  familiar.  When  removed  by  the  knife  in  its  early 
stage,  this  disease  does  not  return.  If  permitted,  however,  to  advance 
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until  the  contiguous  glands  become  affected,  the  patient  usually  falls  a 
victim  to  the  irritation  of  the  disease.  In  a  few  of  these  cases  the 
poison  is  absorbed,  contaminating  the  whole  system  ;  in  which  case 
tubercles  are  found  in  the  liver  and  other  viscera. 

The  second  form  of  disease,  to  which  the  author  applies  the  name  of 
"cancerous  ulcer,"  or  phagedenic  ulcer,  occurs  in  the  face  of  old  per- 
sons ;  is  usually  stationary  for  a  long  time,  until  excited  to  ulceration  by 
some  accidental  violence,  and  differs  from  the  ulcer  of  ordinary  cancer, 
by  the  skin  around  not  being  thickened  or  inflamed,  by  the  almost 
entire  absence  of  pain,  by  its  slow  progress,  and  by  other  characters. 
This  disease  the  author  considers  to  be  malignant  only  in  the  lowest 
degree,  and  advises  its  removal  by  the  knife,  or,  when  the  new  structure 
is  not  very  deep,  by  the  chloride  of  lime.  To  the  third  form  of 
disease,  the  author  applies  the  name  of  "  cancerous  tumor,"  or  "  fun- 
gous cancer  of  the  face,"  in  old  persons,  a  disease  which  he  believes  to 
be  hitherto  undescrlbed.  This  disease  presents  the  appearance  at  first 
of  a  small  round  tumor  in  the  skin,  generally  in  the  cheek,  over  the 
malar  bone,  or  on  the  ala  nasi.  It  is  a  little  whiter  than  the  surround- 
ing skin,  from  the  cutis  being  thinned  by  the  growth  of  the  tumor.  It 
is  easily  distinguished  from  ordinary  cancer  by  many  characters  of  pecu- 
liarity, and  is  usually  unattended  with  lancinating  pain  previously  to 
ulceration.  When  it  forms  upon  the  ala  nasi  it  is  readily  distinguished 
from  hypertrophy  of  that  part,  by  the  absence  of  surrounding  redness 
and  thickening,  by  its  defined  cyst-like  limits,  and  by  the  absence  of 
enlarged  sebaceous  follicles.  The  author  considers  the  disease  to  be 
intermediate  in  malignancy  between  the  cancerous  ulcer,  and  the  com- 
mon cancer,  and  that  If  sufficient  care  be  taken  to  excise  the  whole,  it 
may  be  removed  with  almost  a  certainty  of  success. 

In  answer  to  a  question,  Mr.  Hawkins  stated  that  he  had  not  been 
able  to  form  any  diagnostic  opinion,  from  the  manner  of  growth  of  the 
tumors. 

Mr.  Perry  inquired  whether  the  author,  in  cases  of  chimney-sweepers' 
cancer  proving  fatal,  had  ever  met  with  this  disease  in  the  liver,  or  any 
other  of  the  viscera  ;  and  whether,  in  cases  of  the  affection,  where 
there  was  swelling  of  the  inguinal  glands,  an  operation  was  positively 
counter-indicated  ?  He  was  induced  to  ask  the  latter  question,  from 
having  seen  cases  at  St.  Bartholomew's,  in  which  the  cancerous  tumors 
were  removed,  the  glands  of  the  groin  beins  enlarged.  In  those  in- 
stances the  patients  did  well,  and  the  swellings  in  the  groins  disappeared. 

Mr.  Hawkins  had  not  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  a  fatal  case  of 
chimney-sweepers'  cancer,  to  ascertain  whether  any  of  the  internal  vis- 
cera were  affected.  There  was  no  doubt,  however,  that  in  some  the 
viscera  were  implicated.  Mr.  Langstaff  had  recorded  an  instance  in 
the  Society's  "  Transactions."  The  occurrence  of  such  cases  was  not, 
however,  by  any  means  frequent.  Regarding  the  enlargement  of  the 
glands  of  the  groin,  that  synjptom,  he  considered,  was  not  a  decided 
bar  to  an  operation.  It  would  be  doubtful  whether  the  glands  had 
become  implicated  in  the  disease  or  not ;  and  if  they  had,  it  was  by  no 
means  probable  that  the  disease  would  return. 
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Mr.  Macilvvain  thought,  iliat  in  the  diagnosis  of  cancerous  sores,  as 
in  their  treattnent,  a  strict  attention  to  circumstances  of  a  constitutional 
nature  was  of  as  much  importance  as  diagnostic  n)arks  afforded  by  the 
local  appearances.  Had  Mr.  Hawkins  noticed  any  particular  constitu- 
tional symptom  in  cases  of  cancer  falling  under  his  notice? 

Mr.  Hawkins  said,  that  so  far  as  general  observation  went,  cancer 
occurred  in  persons  under  all  kinds  of  circumstances  of  constitution,  not 
only  in  the  broken  down  habit,  but  in  apparently  strong  and  healthy 
individuals.  It  was  likely,  liouever,  that  some  peculiarity  of  constitu- 
tion modified  the  disease  ;  or  there  might  be  some  difference  in  the 
origin  of  the  disease  itself.  The  former,  however,  was  the  most 
probable. 

Mr.  Macilvvain  said,  that  it  had  occurred  to  him  to  see  six  or  seven 
tumors,  which  it  was  impossible  to  distinguish  from  carcinoma.  In  all 
those  cases  the  subjects  seemed  to  be  favorable  for  operation.  In  putting 
the  patients,  however,  under  constitutional  treatment  previous  to  operating, 
changes  were  observed  to  take  place  in  the  local  affections.  The  opera- 
tions were,  consequently,  dispensed  with,  and  the  tumors  eventually 
disappeared.  These  tumors,  of  course,  were  not  carcinomatous.  He 
remembered  a  case  which  occurred  a  considerable  time  since  in  Bar- 
tholomew's Hospital,  of  cancer  in  the  lip,  very  much  resembling  a  case 
referred  to  by  Mr.  Hawkins  in  his  paper,  and  described  by  him  as 
"  common  cancer."  In  the  case  to  which  he  (Mr.  M.)  alluded,  an 
operation  was  determined  on,  but  was  delayed.  In  the  meantime,  the 
sore  healed  under  the  local  application  of  arsenic.  In  this  case,  the 
man's  father  had  died  of  a  similar  disease.  In  treating  these  affections, 
he  (Mr.  M.)  had  endeavored  to  separate  the  symptoms  which  were 
necessary  to,  and  those  which  appeared  only  super-imposed  on,  the 
disease,  in  the  particular  cases.  He  found  the  sore  much  more  relieved 
in  the  generality  of  cases  which  had  fallen  under  his  notice,  by  attend- 
ing to  the  super-imposed  symptoms,  than  to  those  which  appeared 
necessary  to  the  existence  of  the  local  affection.  He  had  not  been 
able,  in  any  instance,  to  connect  the  occurrence  of  carcinoma  with  a 
sound  state  of  health.  If  there  was  one  constitutional  symptom  more 
commonly  present  than  another,  he  should  say  that  it  was  excessive 
excitability  of  the  nervous  system,  not  as  co-existent  with  the  disease, 
but  of  a  prior  existence. 


CASE   OF    NYMPHOMANIA. 

[The  following  case  was  related  by  M.  Magendie,  in  one  of  his  recent 
lectures  at  the  College  of  France.] 

I  have  here  before  me,  on  the  table,  the  body  of  a  young  girl,  who 
died  in  my  wards  at  the  Hotel  Dieu,  while  laboring  under  nymphomania. 

This  is  an  extremely  curious  case — perhaps  unique  in  the  history  of 
medicine  ;  at  least  I  am  unacquainted  with  any  example  of  a  female 
having  been   affected  with  this  distressing  disease  before  the  period  of 
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puberty.  This  young  child,  scarcely  12  years  of  age,  abandoned  her- 
self to  the  practice  of  masturbation,  of  which  she  was  guilty  several 
I'lmes  in  the  course  of  the  day,  and  that  in  tlie  most  open  and  undis- 
guised manner.  This  child,  of  gentle  and  engaging  disposition,  and 
endowed  with  a  considerable  share  of  intelligence,  was  so  powerfully 
influenced  by  the  fatal  passion  which  dominated,  while  it  undermined, 
her  existence,  that  she  at  length  became  an  object  of  horror  to  her 
parents  and  friends,  to  whom  she  frequently  detailed  in  the  morning, 
and  with  the  utmost  frankness,  the  excesses  committed  (Juring  an  agi- 
tated and  imperfect  sleep.  The  child  was  brought  to  the  Hotel  Dieu, 
where  she  soon  died  with  all  the  symptoms  of  compression  of  the  brain. 
Immediately  on  her  arrival  I  ordered  her  to  take  some  cold  baths, 
hoping  to  calm  the  nervous  system,  and  diminish  the  irritation  of  the 
genital  organs.  One  or  two  baths  only  were  administered  when  the 
little  patient  was  seized  with  a  species  of  hallucination,  and  an  exalta- 
tion of  the  intellectual  faculties,  manifesting  itself  by  an  incessant  lo- 
quacity. At  the  following  visit  the  child  answered  rationally  enough  all 
the  questions  addressed  to  her,  and  I  was  unable  to  discover  any  of  the 
sycnptoms  which  ordinarily  accompany  acute  inflammation  of  the  brain 
or  of  its  membranes.  I  ordered  sinapisms  to  the  feet.  On  the  follow- 
ing day,  however,  I  found  the  child  laboring  under  the  symptoms  of 
compression  of  the  brain,  which  gradually  became  more  profound,  and 
finally  terminated  in  coma  and  death. 

The  autopsy  was  commenced  48  hours  after  death,  and  it  required 
but  a  very  superficial  examination  to  show  how  closely  connected  the 
nervous  system  was  with  the  disordered  phenomena,  in  the  midst  of 
which  the  patient's  life  terminated.  The  first  thing  done  was  to  ex- 
pose the  anterior  surface  of  the  spinal  marrow,  and  collect  with  care  the 
cerebro-spinal  fluid  ;  the  quantity  of  this  latter  obtained  amounted  to 
about  two  or  three  drachms,  which  you  see  here.  Instead  of  being 
clear  and  transparent,  as  it  should  be,  and  as  you  have  seen  it  when 
extracted  from  a  healthy  animal,  the  fluid  resembles  an  exhalation  of 
serum,  and  is  of  a  dull  yellowish  color.  You  know,  from  what  has 
been  already  said  at  an  early  part  of  the  course,  how  profoundly  the 
functions  are  deranged  by  any  remarkable  modification  of  the  cephalo- 
rachidian  fluid,  which  is  sometimes  found  not  only  altered  in  color,  but 
more  or  less  deviating  from  its  normal  degree  of  fluidity.  Here,  then, 
the  alteration  in  the  color  of  the  cerebro-spinal  fluid  puts  us  on  the  trace 
of  the  cause  of  this  child's  death,  which  evidently  must  be  the  same  that 
produced  the  alteration  of  the  fluid  ;  and  this  leads  us  to  examine  the 
state  of  the  cerebro-spinal  axis  itself,  and  of  the  membranes  enveloping 
it.  But  first  let  us  determine  the  condition  of  the  fluid  in  the  various 
parts  of  the  cranium  and  vertebral  canal. 

[Here  M.  Magendie  directed  the  attention  of  the  pupils  to  a  layer  of 
puriform  liquid,  mixed  with  albuminous  flocci,  which  extended  over  the 
whole  surdice  of  the  spinal  marrow,  and  was  contained  between  the 
arachnoid  and  pia  mater. J 

When  I  remove  (continued  the  professor)  the  fibrous  membrane,  you 
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may  observe  how  the  arachnoid  is  elevated  at  several  points  by  the  effu- 
sion of  fluid  beneath  it  ;  the  brilhancy  and  smoothness  of  the  surface 
sufficienlly  indicate  tliat  the  effused  matter  lies  beneath  the  arachnoid, 
and,  consequent!}',  occupies  the  seat  of  the  cerebro-spinal  fluid.  Most 
physicians  would  regard  the  pathological  changes  now  before  us  as 
simply  an  effect  of  arachnitis,  but  for  my  part  I  see  an  alteration,  a 
degeneration,  of  the  cerebro-spinal  fluid,  produced  by  some  special  lesion 
of  the  pia  mater ;  the  disease  probably  commenced  by  an  obstacle  to 
the  venous  circulation  in  that  membrane,  which  was  soon  followed  by 
alterations  of  its  normal  secretion,  and  consequent  derangement  of  the 
functions  of  the  whole  nervous  system. 

A  physician,  who  has  devoted  a  good  deal  of  attention  to  diseases  of 
the  brain  as  connected  with  mental  derangement,  lately  published  a 
memoir  on  the  false  membranes  which,  according  to  him,  are  formed 
between  the  two  free  surfaces  of  the  arachnoid,  or,  in  other  words, 
within  the  great  cavity  of  that  membrane.  This  is  in  opposition  to 
what" you  have  just  seen  in  the  case  before  us,  but  1  do  not  hesitate  to 
say  that  the  author  of  the  memoir  alluded  to  has  fallen  into  an  error; 
he  has  mistaken,  altogether,  the  seat  of  these  false  membranes,  which, 
like  purulent  effusion,  tiansudation  of  serum,  &,c.,  almost  invariably 
exist  in  the  subarachnoid  cavity,  i.  e.  between  the  arachnoid  and  pia 
mater.  Indeed,  many  writers,  and  especially  the  older  ones,  fall  into 
the  same  error,  which  depends  on  want  of  attention,  more  than  any- 
thing else,  on  the  part  of  those  who  make  autopsies ;  however,  it  must 
be  confessed  that  in  some  cases  it  is  difficult  to  determine  the  precise 
seat  of  the  lesion,  or  the  nature  of  the  change  which  the  fluid  has  un- 
dergone. 1  regard  these  false  membranes,  for  the  niost  part,  as  de- 
pending on  a  change  in  the  consistency  of  the  cerebro-spinal  fluid,  and 
so  far  we  advance  a  step  beyond  modern  pathologists :  inflammation  is 
their  source,  but  it  is  frequently  insufficient  to  explain  the  cause  of 
death  ;  while,  on  the  contrary,  1  have  demonstrated,  by  a  series  of  experi- 
ments which  you  have  all  witnessed,  that  any  notable  alteration  in  the 
physical  properties  of  the  cerebro-spinal  fluid  is  followed  by  a  profound 
disturbance  of  the  functions  of  the  nervous  system,  and  generally  ter- 
minates in  death. 

Look  now  at  the  state  of  the  jiia  mater,  and  observe  how  the  in- 
jected vessels  form  a  net-work  distinguishable  underneath  the  arachnoid, 
for  let  me  impress  you  with  the  idea  that  in  all  these  cases  the  alteration 
occupies  the  subarachnoid  cavity  and  not  the  free,  smooth  surface  of 
that  membrane.  I  have  now  exposed,  in  all  directions,  the  great  cavity 
of  the  arachnoid,  and  you  see  that  it  contains  a  quantity  of  purulent- 
looking  matter:  this,  however,  is  not  produced  by  the  serous  surface  of 
the  arachnoid  ;  the  latter  is  a  tissue  enjoying  a  very  high  degree  of 
permeability,  and  the  effused  fluid  you  see  here  has  made  its  way  by 
imbibition  from  the  cellular  membrane  lining  the  cerebral  anfractuosities. 
The  osseous  envelop  of  the  brain  does  not  present  any  particularity 
worthy  of  notice  ;  however,  the  cavity  on  the  left  side  seems  son)ewhat 
more  developed  than  that  of  the  right  side.  The  region  of  the  cere- 
bellum is  but  moderately  developed,  a  fact  which  is  in  contradiction  of  the 
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doctrine  of  Gall,  who  placed,  as  you  know,  the  seat  of  annativeness  in 
that  organ  ;  now,  the  present  subject,  affected  with  this  passion  or  in- 
stinct in  a  very  high  degree,  should  have  presented  a  coiresponding 
development  in  that  part  of  the  nervous  system  in  which  Gall  supposed 
the  instinct  to  reside.  The  only  remarkable  circumstance  connected 
with  this  portion  of  the  head  is  the  excessive  thickness  of  the  skull 
where  it  covers  the  cerebellum.  I  am  far  from  wishing  to  deny  the 
possibility  of  any  relation  existing  between  the  cerebellum  and  genera- 
tive system,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  I  cannot  prevent  myself  from 
thinking  that  such  relation  is  anything  but  constant  when  1  find  in  so 
many  cases  high  irritation  of  the  genital  apparatus  coinciding  with 
atrophy  or  more  or  less  destruction  of  the  cerebellum.  The  back  part 
of  the  brain,  then,  is,  as  I  said,  but  slightly  developed  in  the  present 
case  :  on  the  contrary,  the  whole  mass  of  the  cerebrum  presents  a 
greater  volume  than  we  usually  find  at  this  age.  The  same  purulent 
effusion,  already  noticed,  may  be  observed  on  the  superior  and  inferior 
surfaces  of  the  cerebellum  ;  the  cerebral  pulp  itself  is  of  good  consist- 
ency, and  much  injected  with  blood  ;  it  is  ))robable  that  we  shall  find 
more  or  less  effusion  of  serum  in  the  lateral  ventricles.  I  have  now 
exposed  the  central  parts  of  the  cerebrum  ;  the  ventricles  contain  some 
clear  fluid,  but  in  small  quantity. 

Let  us  now  direct  our  attention  to  the  state  of  the  genital  organs. 
The  external  parts  are  red  and  injected  :  on  separating  the  external 
labia  the  hymen  appears  in  a  state  of  perfect  integrity,  a  circumstance 
which  is  excessively  curious  when  we  remember  the  practices  to  which 
this  child  constantly  abandoned  herself.  The  clitoris  is  very  small, 
scarcely  developed  ;  it  does  not  present  anything  worthy  of  notice  ; 
the  vagina  appears  normal,  without  any  marks  of  irritation,  injection, 
Stc.  On  arriving  at  the  uterus  we  find  that  instead  of  being  developed, 
it  is  actually  smaller  in  dimensions  than  the  organ  usually  is  at  the  age 
of  15.  The  neck  of  the  uterus  does  not  present  the  least  prominence. 
The  only  parts  of  the  reproductive  system  which  exhibit  any  deviation 
from  the  normal  state,  are  the  ovaries.  These  bodies  are  much  more 
developed  than  they  should  be,  and,  what  is  very  remarkable,  some  of 
the  vessels  of  Graeff  can  be  distinguished  with  the  utmost  facility  ;  here 
is  one  that  is  highly  developed.  You  know  that  these  vesicles  are  con- 
sidered as  a  proof  that  puberty  has  arrived,  but  this  child  was  far  from 
affording  external  signs  of  puberty.  The  conformation  of  the  bladder 
and  rectum  presents  nothing  extraordinary. 

Here  we  may  stop  for  a  moment  to  ask  ourselves,  did  the  existence 
of  the  nymphomania  depend  on  the  development  of  the  ovaries,  or  the 
presence  of  the  vesicles  just  alluded  to?  This  terrible  disease  has 
occupied  the  attention  of  several  writers,  who  have  put  forward  a  va- 
riety of  theories,  and,  in  fact,  what  is  more  easily  made  than  a  theory, 
provided  you  are  not  asked  to  furnish  proof  of  what  is  advanced?  Thus 
some  authors  place  the  seat  of  nym|ihomania  in  the  uterus,  others  in 
the  clitoris,  others  again  in  the  ovaries  ;  finally,  others  place  it  in  the 
cerebellum.  For  my  own  part,  without  presuming  to  decide  a  question 
which  is  still  involved   in   obscurity,  1  am  inclined  to  connect  the  nym- 
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phomania  of  the  present  case  with  an  abnormal  development  of  the 
ovaries,  and  with  the  presence  of  vesicles  in  those  bodies.  However, 
notliing  certain  can  be  concluded  from  a  single  case  :  if  I  have  occu- 
pied so  much  of  your  time  with  its  details,  it  is  with  the  hope  that  at 
some  future  time  it  may  serve  to  throw  light  on  a  disputed  question  in 
physiology. — London  Lancet. 


TREATMENT  OF   DIVIDED   INTESTINE. 

M.  JoBERT,  Surgeon  to  the   Hospital  of  St,  Louis,  Paris,  has  recently- 
treated  a  case  of  divided  intestine  with  complete  success. 

In  182-2  M.  Jobert  commenced  a  series  of  experiments,  from  which 
he  obtained  the  following  principal  results  : — 

1.  When  M.  Travers's  experiment  is  repeated  on  a  healthy  intestine, 
we  produce  the  same  effect  as  when  a  ligature  is  thrown  round  an 
artery;  i.  e.  the  mucous  and  muscular  tunics  give  way,  the  serous 
alone  resists. 

2.  If  a  ligature  be  placed  on  an  intestine  while  the  serous  mem- 
brane is  in  a  state  of  inflammation,  the  latter  gives  way  at  once,  under 
a  very  feeble  constriction. 

3.  When  two  serous  surfaces  are  placed  and  maintained  in  contact, 
adhesion  takes  place  in  about  an  hour.  This  result,  which  would  other- 
wise appear  extraordinary,  can  be  conceived  wlien  we  reflect  on  the 
rapidity  with  which  false  membranes  and  adhesions  are  formed  in  inflam- 
mation of  the  serous  tissues  in  general. 

From  the  above  facts  JVI.  Jobert  deduced  a  method  of  treating 
wounds  of  the  intestine,  founded  essentially  on  pathological  anatomy. 
This  extremely  simple  process  consists  in  doubling  inwards  on  itself  the 
orifice  of  the  inferior  end  of  the  gut  ;  the  superior  end  is  then  passed 
into  the  inferior  one,  and  by  this  means  the  two  serous  surfaces  are 
brought  into  contact ;  they  are  maintained  together  by  two  ligatures, 
which  are  merely  twisted,  instead  of  being  tied,  and  which  are  brought 
out  through  the  external  wound,  that  they  may  be  withdrawn  after  the 
lapse  of  a  few  days.  When  the  intestine  is  only  divided  in  a  part  of 
its  calibre,  the  two  edges  of  the  wound  are  doubled  inwards,  and  sutures 
are  applied  in  nun)ber  proportioned  to  the  extent  of  the  wound. 

In  1825  M.  Lembert  proposed  i)assing  two  or  three  sutures  through 
the  upper  end  of  the  intestine  from  without  inwards,  and  as  many,  in 
the  same  direction,  through  the  inferior  end  ;  the  ligatures  are  then 
drawn  tightly  together,  and  this  forces  the  lower  edges  of  each  intestinal 
section  to  double  inwards  on  themselves,  and  present  their  serous  sur- 
faces to  each  other  ;  but  this  process  requires  a  considerable  force  of 
traction,  and  produces  a  kind  of  valve  in  the  interior  of  the  intestine, 
with  the  ends  which  are  thus  doubled  inwards. 

One  of  the  most  common  objections  which  have  been  offered  against 
M.  Jobert's  method  is  founded  on  the  fact  of  its  having  been  twice  per- 
formed on  the   living  body  without  success.     This,  however,  is  but  a 
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very  specious  objection.  The  author  of  the  memoir  now  before  us  gives 
in  detail  the  two  first  cases  operated  on  by  M.  Jobert,  and  it  is  easy  to 
see  that  the  fatal  result  depended  on  circumstances  totally  unconnected 
with  the  operation.  The  third  case,  on  the  contrary,  was  completely 
successful,  and  answers  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner  the  objections 
which  have  been  advanced  against  M.  Jobert's  method,  and  when  joined 
to  the  other  two  cases  warrants  the  following  conclusions  : 

1.  The  simple  torsion  of  the  threads  which  serve  to  unite  a  divided 
intestine,  is  enough  to  prevent  any  danger  of  consecutive  effusion,  and 
determines  the  union  of  the  serous  tunics  which  are  placed  in  contact. 

2.  Even  when  the  serous  membrane  is  violently  inflamed,  it  bears  the 
application  of  the  ligatures  fastened  by  torsion,  whereas  it  would  give 
way  under  a  knot. 

3.  The  method  proposed  by  M.  Jobert,  for  the  union  of  a  wounded 
intestine,  whether  the  calibre  be  completely  or  incompletcjly  divided,  is 
the  best  that  can  be  adopted. 


EXTRA-UTERINE    PREGNANCY,    OCCURRING  TWICE    IN    THE    SAME 

WOMAN. 

The  number  of  examples  of  extra-uterine  pregnancy  recorded  in  the 
medical  works  is  considerable.  The  phenomenon  in  itself  has  been 
studied  with  so  much  care,  that  perhaps  the  only  point  which  we  are 
unable  to  explain  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  is  its  mechanism.  We  are 
not  aware,  however,  that  a  case  similar  to  the  one  which  follows  has 
been  described  in  any  work,  or  monograph,  on  the  affections  of  fen)ales. 
It  is  recorded  by  Dr.  Galliay,  in  the  Jour,  des  Con.  Med.-Chirurg. 

Case. — A  young  woman,  of  sound  constitution,  enjoying  perfect 
health,  shortly  after  her  marriage  with  a  schoolniaster,  became  engaged 
in  a  quarrel  with  another  female,  who  threw  her  violently  on  the  ground, 
and  ill-treated  her  in  the  most  brutal  manner.  The  moral  and  physical 
suffering  of  the  patient  gave  rise  to  an  illness  of  several  days,  which, 
however,  subsided  without  any  grave  accident. 

Tlie  abdomen  now  gradually  enlarged,  and  the  young  woman  thought 
herself  pregnant ;  the  pregnancy  seemed  to  run  its  course  in  the  usual 
manner  ;  and  after  the  lapse  of  nine  months  several  of  the  phenomena 
of  labor  set  in,  but  without  any  result ;  the  pains  soon  disappeared,  but 
the  abdomen  remained  deveIo[)ed. 

Several  months  elapsed  without  any  change,  and  the  patient,  as  well 
as  her  friends,  commenced  to  doubt  the  reality  of  the  pregnancy.  At 
this  period  the  husband  was  removed  to  another  parish,  and  the  author 
of  the  case  lost  sight  of  his  patient.  After  some  time  the  woman  was 
suddenly  seized  with  violent  pains  in  the  abdomen,  of  a  peculiar  kind. 
A  physician  was  sent  for,  but  ignorant  of  the  cause  of  the  disease,  he 
ordered  some  general  remedies,  such  as  the  warm  bath,  he,  which 
produced  a  momentary  calm.  The  pains,  however,  soon  returned  at 
shorter  intervals,  and  with  greater  violence  at  each  access.  Several 
medical  men  were  called  in,  in  succession,  without  any  benefit  to  the 
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patient,  and  without  discovering  the  real  cause  of  her  sufferings.  The 
latter  at  length  became  so  insupportable,  that  a  consultation  of  seven 
njedical  men  (the  author  included),  was  held.  The  abdomen  was 
now  as  large  as  that  of  a  woman  in  her  ninth  month  :  it  was  tense,  and 
so  resisting  in  every  point,  that  it  was  im[)ossil)le  to  offer  any  conjecture 
on  what  the  cause  of  the  tumefaction  might  be.  The  whole  surface  of 
the  abdomen  was  painful  to  the  touch,  particularly  about  the  groins. 
The  sexual  organs,  examined  by  the  touch,  presented  nothing  abnormal. 
The  pulse  was  hard,  face  highly  colored,  and  the  pains  excessive- 
ly acute. 

In  this  state  of  things  a  general  antiphlofjistic  treatment  was  resolved 
upon,  leaving  to  nature  to  clear  up  the  diagnosis.  One  of  the  physi- 
cians present  spoke,  it  is  true,  of  an  extra-uterine  prej^nancy,  but  the 
state  of  the  abdomen  rendered  it  impossible  to  pronounce  in  anything 
like  a  positive  manner.  The  consultation,  therefore,  broke  up,  little 
satisfied  with  what  it  had  done,  but  full  of  hope.  After  the  lapse  of 
some  time,  the  pains  set  in  with  redoubled  violence,  and  the  patient  felt 
an  imperious  desire  to  go  to  stool,  which  she  was  unable  to  satisfy.  A 
surgeon,  sent  for,  found  a  foreign  body  engaged  in  the  sphincter  ani,  ex- 
tracted it,  and  discovered  one  of  the  bones  of  a  foetus  :  several  other 
bones  were  discharged  in  the  same  manner,  and  the  woman  experienced 
great  relief.  For  several  n)onths,  she  continued  to  discharge  fragments 
of  bone  per  anus  ;  and  at  length,  in  the  year  1829,  recovered  perfect 
health.  The  physicians  had  strongly  recommended  the  patient  to  ab- 
stain from  all  participation  in  the  pleasures  of  marriage ;  a  counsel 
which,  it  appears,  she  followed  up  to  1834,  when,  after  a  copious  loss 
of  blood  from  the  uterus,  the  catamenia  became  suspended,  and  ihe 
abdomen  swelled.  As  the  tumeAiction  increased  day  after  day,  the 
patient  got  alart^ied  ;  but  an  accoucheur,  who  carefully  examined  the 
vagina  and  uterus,  assured  her  she  was  not  pregnant.  At  about  the 
fifth  month,  the  movements  of  an  infant  were  clearly  perceptible,  and 
put  an  end  to  all  doubt;  but  the  internal  genital  organs,  again  explored, 
seemed  to  have  undergone  no  change.  The  movements  soon  ceased  ; 
and,  in  a  few  weeks  after,  fragments  of  a  foetus  were  discharged,  as  be- 
fore, through  the  anus  ;  but  on  this  occasion,  fortimately,  without  any 
pain.  Only  a  portion  of  the  foetus  was  thus  eliu)inated  ;  the  abdo- 
men, however,  gradually  subsided,  and  the  woman  now  enjoys  a  perfect 
state  of  health. 


SUCCESSFUL   USE   OF   THE  BANDAGE. 

BY    J.     M.    BUSH,    M.D.,     LEXINGTON,    KY. 

A  BOY  was  attending  his  horses,  about  the  large  wheel  of  a  horse-mill, 
and  accidentally  his  foot  became  engaged  in  some  of  the  machinery, 
and  before  it  could  be  released,  was  nearly  severed  at  the  junction  of  the 
tarsal  and  metatarsal  bones.  Of  course  there  resulted  extensive  lacera- 
tion of  all  the  soft  parts  ;  but  an  anticipation  being  entertained  that  the 
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integrity  of  some  of  the  bloodvessels  and  nerves,  especially  those  of  the 
plantar  surface,  still  reuiained,  together  with  the  utmost  confidence  in  the 
powers  of  the  bandage,  that  agent  was  addressed  to  this  unpromising  injury. 
At  the  next  dressing,  some  four  or  five  days  afterwards,  all  the  phalanges 
and  metatarsal  bones  came  away  with  the  bandages  ;  leaving  a  most  healthy 
and  progressing,  granulating  and  suppurating  stump.  While  the  vitality  in 
the  foot,  so  far  as  it  regarded  the  injured  parts,  w-as  insufficient  to  pre- 
serve the  toes  and  metatarsus,  the  mechanical  pressure,  in  this  lacerated 
wound,  of  tendon,  nerve,  and  bloodvessel,  completely  prevented  all 
disposition  to  tetanus,  which  might  have  occurred  under  other  treat- 
ment ;  at  the  same  time,  its  wonderful  influence  secured  a  natural  ampu- 
tation by  absorption,  and  promoted  two  most  desirable  objects — healthy 
granulation  and  suppuration  of  the  wound.  A  continuation  of  the 
roller  a  couple  of  weeks  longer  completed  the  cure.  This  singular  case 
is  most  eminently  calculated  to  illustrate  the  complete  power  which 
mechanical  pressure  is  capable  of  exerting  over  the  absorbent  system. 
Here,  its  charm  could  not  reach  the  bloodvessel  system,  in  consequence 
of  the  irreparable  violence  done  to  it  in  common  with  the  other  parts; 
therefore  adhesion  was  out  of  the  question.  Nor  was  there  even 
ground  enough  left  to  secure  a  union  by  the  second  intention,  by  granu- 
lation, &.C.  But  the  remedy  was  competent  to  engage  the  active 
agency  of  absorption,  in  preparing  the  parts  for  the  most  speedy  and 
safe  return  to  health.  This  was  done  by  separating  the  destroying 
parts,  and  retaining  the  wound  in  a  state  prepared  for  progressive  cica- 
trization. 

A  gentleman  was  thrown  from  his  horse,  and  sustained  an  extensive 
compound  fracture  of  his  ankle.  In  this  lacerated  injury  the  anterior 
tibial  artery  was  wounded,  and  presented  in  a  short  time,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  inA'asion  of  its  integrity,  an  aneurism  of  considerable 
magnitude.  A  thick  pledget  of  cotton  cloth  was  placed  directly  on  the 
pulsating  tumor,  and  extended  some  inch  or  two  above  and  below  it. 
A  bandage  was  then  begun  at  the  toes,  and  conducted  over  the  foot  and 
ankle,  extending  up  the  leg,  and  embracing,  very  firmly,  the  compress. 
The  remedy,  thus  applied  two  or  three  times  in  twenty  days,  was  en- 
tirely successful  in  effecting  a  complete  and  undoubted  cure  of  the 
diseased  bloodvessel.  Here,  while  the  compress,  secured  by  the  roller, 
arrested  the  circulation  through  the  artery,  and  effected  an  immediate 
stagnation  and  coagulation  of  the  blood  in  the  aneurismal  sac,  it  by  its 
mechanical  influence  prevented  all  swelling  of  tlie  foot,  ankle  and  leg. 
Nor  does  it  appear  at  all  paradoxical  to  assert,  that  it  excited  the  ab- 
sorbents to  destructive  action  in  the  discussion  of  the  tumor,  by  the 
removal  of  the  coagulated  blood  and  other  extraneous  parts. 

A  patient  presented  himself  to  Professor  Dudley  for  an  operation. 
His  malady  was  a  most  extensive  aneurism  by  anastomosis,  occupying 
almost  the  entire  lateral  half  of  the  head  and  firce.  The  occipital,  the 
teujporal,  transverse  fascial  and  supra-orbital  arteries  were  all  involved 
in  the  disease,  and  were  all  supplying  this  vascular  tumor,  which  ex- 
tended from  the  os  occipilis  behind,  to  the  malar  bone  in  front,  and  to 
the  inner  canthus  of  the  eye  ;  the  whole  presenting  a  surface  of  dis- 
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eased  bloodvessels  and  scalp,  equal  at  least  to  six  inches  square.  Did 
the  surgeon  take  tip  his  knife,  to  cure  the  malady  by  cutting,  the  opera- 
tion must  have  consisted  in  nothing  sliort  of  a  horrible  scalpinLS  for  the 
entire  teguments  of  that  side  of  the  Cranium  were  in  a  highly  palho- 
logical  condition.  But,  fortunately  for  the  patient,  it  was  not  necessary 
that  he  should  ascend  the  operating  table  ;  a  remedy  secure  and  cer- 
tain, and  (tir  less  painful  and  distressing,  was  selected  for  his  relief.  Me- 
chanical [)ressure,  in  the  beautiful  and  convenient  shape  of  compress 
and  bandage,  was  the  means  confided  in.  A  pledget  of  sufficient  size 
was  laid  over  each  of  the  arteries  feeding  the  diseased  mass,  and  held 
in  position  by  an  assistant,  while  the  surgeon  with  the  double-headed 
roller,  secured  each  successively  and  firmly,  by  appropriate  turns  ;  thus 
addressing  the  necessary  pressure  not  only  to  the  leading  arterial 
branches,  but  to  the  whole  head,  and  diseased  portion  of  face. 

This  extraordinary  case  was  cured,  most  successfully,  in  fifteen  days, 
upon  the  same  admirable  principle  which  we  have  illustrated  in  the  pre- 
ceding cases  ;  and  instead  of  losing  one  half  the  integuments  of  the 
head,  all  were  restored  to  their  healthy  and  natural  condition.  Were  it 
necessary,  and  would  our  limited  paper  permit,  we  could  go  on  and  give 
other  examples  illustrative  of  the  same  powers  of  the  remedy  over  the 
bloodvessels  in  the  other  forms  of  aneurism.  In  addition  to  the  above 
cases  of  the  true  aneurism,  and  aneurism  by  anastomosis,  we  could  select 
a  number,  treated  precisely  similarly,  of  the  false,  diffuse,  and  vari- 
cose orders. — Abridged  from  Transyl.  Jour,  of  Med. 
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ANATOMICAL  CONSTRUCTION    OF  THE    EYE. 

When  Dr.  Alexander's  extremely  novel  physiological  investigations  on 
the  anatomy  and  physiology  of  the  eye,  appeared  in  this  Journal,  we 
were  sure  that  an  impulse  would  be  given  to  an  inquiry  that  demands  a 
more  careful  examination  than  has  been  bestowed  upon  it.  Theories 
are  so  easy  to  construct,  and  they  can  be  manufactured,  too,  under  such 
circumstances  of  parlor  comfort,  that  it  is  a  rare  circumstance  in  this 
wise  age  to  find  an  experimental  philosopher.  When  one  does  venture, 
however,  to  promulgate  facts,  whether  of  consequence  or  not,  he  is  cer- 
tain of  being  pretty  thoroughly  dissected,  if  there  is  the  least  connection 
between  his  subject  and  any  imperfectly  explored  domain  of  physiology. 
Unkind  as  this  may  seem,  it  is  the  only  mode,  in  modern  times,  of  draw- 
ing forth  those  deductions  by  other  minds,  which  are  considered  neces- 
sary to  establish  the  truth  of  a  position  in  the  exact  sciences.  As  in  vulgar 
life,  so  it  is  in  the  pursuits  of  science — there  are  always  two  sides  to  a 
story.  It  is  from  a  conviction  of  the  correctness  of  this  homely  maxim,  that 
we  feel  it  a  duty  to  give  admission  to  the  following  communication  from  the 
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City  of  New  York.  Its  writer  is  an  autiioress.  There  is  something  curious 
in  the  circumstance,  that  a  lady  is  the  first  critic  who  has  appeared  in 
our  pages,  to  deride  upon  the  merits  and  demerits  of  Dr.  Alexander's  dis- 
coveries. Whether  Dr.  A.'s  theory  be  founded  in  truth  or  not,  he  will 
be  regarded  as  a  profound  man,  a  deep  thinker,  by  those  who  can  appre- 
ciate the  skilful  application  of  the  knowledge  displayed  in  that  single 
memoir.  The  constitution  of  his  mind — for  we  speak  from  a  personal 
acquaintance — convinces  us  that  the  profession  will  at  some  future  day 
become  very  familiar  with  his  name.  Still,  our  fair  correspondent,  at  the 
onset,  has  pierced  him  through  and  through  with  a  golden  bodkin.  Of 
course  we  do  not  publish  all  that  we  might,  to  satisfy  any  one  how  capa- 
ble the  writer  is  of  analyzing  what  are  called  discoveries  in  this  particu- 
lar department. 

Since  Dr.  Alexander  has  fairly  leaped  into  the  arena,  and  combatants 
are  beginning  to  exhibit  themselves,  he  will  doubtless  feel  himself  called 
upon  to  present  a  further  statement  of  his  views,  in  defence  of  his  inge- 
nious theory.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  communication 
alluded  to,  addressed  to  the  editor. 

"  But  Dr.  Alexander  has  mistaken  the  nature  of  the  phenomenon 
which  he  calls  capillaries.  They  are  to  be  seen  in  young  and  strong 
eyes,  as  well  as  in  those  that  are  old  and  weak,  and  are  nothing  more 
than  congeries  or  links  of  air  bubbles.  These  air  bubbles  always  attach 
themselves,  more  or  less,  to  extraneous  matter,  and  in  an  organ,  such 
as  the  eye,  the  secretions  are  not  generally  in  a  perfectly  limpid  state. 
In  the  aqueous  humor,  owing  to  some  derangement  of  the  absorbents, 
either  from  age  or  weakness  of  the  eye,  there  will  be  found  portions  of 
viscid  matter  that  float  loosely  through  the  fluid,  and  it  is  to  these  filmy 
sub.'itances  that  globules  of  air  attach  themselves. 

"  If  Dr.  Alexander  will  look  into  the  little  work  referred  to  by  Pro- 
fessor Dunglison  in  his  "  Medical  Library  and  Intelligencer,"  which 
work  is  called  '^  Discoveries  in  Light  and  Vision,"  he  will  see  the  sub- 
ject of  muscae  volitantes  (page  79)  discussed  at  length.  The  writer  of 
that  work  shows  us  how  we  can  see  almost  any  part  of  our  own  eye,  and 
no  one  can  have  tne  least  doubt  as  to  the  nature  of  the  floating  body 
which  Dr.  Alexander  descril)es,  after  reading  that  explanation.  It  is 
true  that  some  of  the  spots  are  permanently  fixed,  but  that  is  owing  to  their 
position  in  the  eye.  He  will  find  on  page  99,  JNo.  9,  that  the  phenome- 
non he  n)entions  has  been  well  described  also  ;  the  author  observes, 
'  that  the  fixed  spots  between  the  cornea  and  lens,  can  be  seen  in  con- 
junction with  those  that  are  floating  ;'  and  I  will  add,  the  tube  Dr. 
Alexander  describes  can  be  seen  in  almost  all  the  experiments  set  forth 
in  the  aforesaid  work.  Professor  Dunglison  observes  that  the  subject 
has  been  noticed  by  many  of  the  more  recent  writers  on  physiology  ;  but 
he  means  by  this,  that  other  writers  have  endeavored  to  account  for  this 
phenomenon  in  the  usual  way  of  ihcorif.  It  is  due  to  the  author  of  the 
'Discoveries'  to  state,  that  it  is  in  iier  work  alone  that  experiments 
are  oflered. 

"  The  fixed  tubes  and  spots,  certainly,  as  Dr.  Alexander  observes, 
have  the  appearance  of  being  in  motion,  a  motion  which  only  belongs  to 
the  eye  itself  On  a  careful  examination,  after  the  lapse  of  a  year,  he 
will  find  that  the  spots  and  irregular  lui)es,  which  he  imagines  are  the 
seriferous  capillaries,  will  appear  in  the  same  place,  and  present  the  same 
appearance.     They  are  nothing  more  than  flaws  and  cracks,  just  such 
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as  we  see  on  the  dried  lens  of  an  ox  when  we  look  at  it  through  a  mag- 
nifier. But  I  shall  say  nolhinfj  Uirther,  presuming  that  you  will  read  the 
work  to  which  I  allude,  and  judge  for  yourself.  Dr.  Ale.xaiider  will  be 
amused  when  he  makes  the  experiments;  he  need  not  be  mortified,  how- 
ever, at  his  mistakes,  for  his  theory  was  a  very  ingenious  one,  consider- 
ing that  he  did  not  know  of  the  simple  modes  by  which  he  could  see  these 
tubes  so  plainly." 


Medical  Appoinhnenls. — Prof.  Eberle,  of  Cincinnati,  has  been  elected 
to  the  chair  ol'  Theory  and  Practice  ;  and  Dr.  Thomas  D.  Mitchell,  of 
the  same  city,  appointed  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  in 
Transylvania  University.  Thus,  there  is  now  a  complete  reorganization 
of  the  medical  faculty  of  that  energetic  school.  It  is  also  announced 
that  W.  R.  Fisher,  Esq.,  of  Baltimore,  has  been  elected  to  the  profes- 
sorship in  the  University  of  Maryland,  vacated  by  Prof.  Ducatel.  Dr. 
Ellis  Hughes,  of  Annapolis,  was  at  the  same  time  chosen  Demonstrator 
of  Anatomy.  It  might  be  added,  in  connection  with  these  medical  move- 
ments, that  Dr.  Palmer,  of  the  Woodstock  School,  Vermont,  has  ac- 
cepted the  chair  of  Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy  in  the  Berkshire 
Institution.  Whether  this  is  a  temporary  or  permanent  arrangement,  has 
not  been  announced.  The  Board  of  Trustees  would  find  it  for  their  in- 
terest, decidedly,  to  attach  him  permanently  to  the  college.  Dr.  Mus- 
sey's  name  is  published,  as  will  be  perceived,  in  the  prospectus  of  the 
present  lecture  term  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  at  Fair- 
field, N.  Y.,  in  the  departments  of  Surgery  and  Obstetrics.  This  gen- 
tleman will  be  a  valuable  acquisition  to  the  talented  body  composing  the 
faculty. 


Quack  Journals. — Absurd  as  it  may  seem,  the  charlatans,  all  over  the 
country,  are  publishing  their  knowledge  to  the  world.  They  possess  so 
small  a  stock,  however,  that  the  prospect  of  reducing  the  civilized  parts 
of  it  to  the  ignorant  condition  of  their  readers,  must  be  rather  discourag- 
ing. The  burden  of  complaint  is  the  same  in  them  all,  viz.,  physicians 
who  are  better  educated  than  the  editors  of  these  stupid  productions, 
deserve  extermination.  And  we  verily  believe,  were  it  in  their  power, 
they  would  steam  and  pepper  the  whole  profession  to  death,  as  they  do 
those  who  are  so  unfortunate  as  to  become  their  patients.  It  is  truly 
surprising  that  fools  enough  exist  on  the  continent  to  maintain  one  single 
Thomsonian  periodical.  At  the  present  rate  of  midtiplication,  they  will 
soon  be  at  logerheads  amongst  themselves — for  there  will  be  no  friend- 
ship in  trade,  when  all  deal  in  lobelia.  iVotwithstanding  the  continual 
abuse  they  are  dealing  out  to  us,  personally  and  professionally,  "  please 
to  exchange  "  almost  invariably  comes  written  on  the  margin  of  their 
papers.  How  is  it  that  they  are  so  anxious  to  read  what  they  cannot 
understand — the  reports  of  the  most  experienced  physicians  in  New 
England.'  Persons  wishing  to  examine  specimens  of  Tlwinsonian  Jour- 
nals, which  are  positive  monstrosities,  may  have,  by  calling,  all  they 
can  find  in  the  office. 


Ulcer  Potdlice. — A  Connecticut   correspondent  gives  the  following  re- 
cipe for  a  poultice  of  wood   sorrel,  which  in   country  places  can  be  very 
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easily  obtained.  "To  excite  the  languid  vessels  of  ill-conditioned  ulcers, 
nothing  can  be  entitled  to  higher  claim,  in  my  estimation, than  the  oxalis 
acetosella.  Bruise  the  leaves  and  a|)[)ly  in  the  form  of  poultices  for  four 
days,  and  instead  of  sanies  and  ichor,  a  good  purulent  discharge  will  be 
the  result  ;  after  which  apply  such  means  as  will  conduce  to  the  growth 
of  healthy  granulations.  N.   S." 


Health  of  Boston. — There  has  rarely  been  a  season  of  more  general 
good  health,  than  the  present.  No  particular  disease  has  prevailed — and 
the  mortality,  in  proportion  to  the  population,  which  is  quite  dense  in  the 
old  parts  of  the  city,  is  considered  small — in  fact,  hardly  what  might  have 
been  expected.  AH  this,  in  a  measure,  is  the  good  effect  of  a  vigilant 
health  police  regulation,  which  forbids  the  accumulation  of  decaying 
vegetable  matter  in  the  streets,  or  yards  of  private  houses. 


Cholera  in  JVaples. — Ten  thousand  persons  are  supposed  to  have  died 
with  this  disease  since  the  13th  of  April.  An  eruption  of  Mount  Vesu- 
vius did  not  act  upon  the  atmosphere  to  reduce  the  mortality,  as  had  been 
anticipated.  The  malignancy  of  the  cholera  was  such  as  to  kill  patients 
in  twenty-four  hours. 


Jefferson  Medical  College. — A  prospectus  of  the  ensuing  lecture  term, 
commencing  the  first  Monday  in  iVovember,  together  with  a  catalogue  of 
the  late  graduates,  has  just  come  to  hand.  It  is  a  perfect  mystery  to  us, 
whither  and  how  such  a  phalanx  of  students  are  collected.  That  it  is  an 
energetic  institution,  no  one  will  pretend  to  question.  Each  ticket,  that 
is,  the  fee  to  each  professor,  is  fifteen  dollars.  All  the  hospitals  in  Phila- 
delphia are  open,  alike,  to  the  two  schools.  Kvery  preparation  seems  to 
have  been  made  to  give  an  elevated  course  of  lectures  the  coming  sea- 
son. Dr.  Pattison,  of  the  anatomical  chair,  is  now  in  Europe,  but  is 
expected  home  in  ample  season  to  give  his  personal  attendance  in  his 
particular  department. 


Dr.  JVhitridgt's  Address. — At  the  late  annual  commencement  of  the 
Medical  College  of  South  Carolina,  this  gentleman,  who  is  president  of 
the  Medical  Society,  delivered  an  address  before  the  candidates  tor  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  JMedicine,  replete  with  good  sense,  and  every  way 
worthy  of  the  author.  The  publication  purports  to  be  an  abridgement  of 
the  address  in  its  original  form — for  this,  we  are  really  sorry.  In  the 
multitude  of  miserable  pamphlets  showered  upon  the  community,  it  is 
delightful  to  discover  something  that,  like  this  address,  will  bear  reperu- 
sal,  and  we  regret  that  there  is  not  much  more  of  it.  If  possible,  a 
pretty  large  portion  of  it  will  be  introduced,  hereafter,  into  the  Journal. 
In  the  meantime,  the  gentleman  who  had  the  kindness  to  remember  us, 
is  entitled  to  special  thanks. 


Longeviiy  of  the  Turtle. — A  common  land  turtle  has  recently  been 
taken  in  Connecticut,  with  the  date  1799  on  its  under  shell,  and  evidence 
exists  that  there  is  no  mistake  or  deception  in  the  date. 
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Puerperal  Sore  Month. — Will  some  of  the  able  writers  for  the  Boston 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  give  us  something  on  the  pathology  and 
best  mode  of  treating  puerperal  sore  mouth.  I.   B. 


Degrees  of  M.D.  at  Yale  College,  1837.- Edwin  A.  Anderson,  John 
P.  Atwater,  Nathan  C.  Baldwin,  Artemas  Bell,  Joseph  W.  Clark, 
Samuel  F.  Clark,  Robert  C.  Cone,  Jacob  N.  Keeler,  John  Loundsbury, 
Joel  B.  JMerriam,  Daniel  Morgan,  Elisha  B.  Nye,  Charles  E.  Parker, 
Edward  Rowland,  Gurdon  W.^Russell,  John  L.  Sullivan,  Thomas  H. 
Totlen,  received  the  degree  of  M.D. ;  and  the  honorary  degree  of  M.D. 
was  conferred  on  Drs.  James  Rogers  and  Charles  Woodward. 

Scald  Head,  (S)C. — In  tinea  capitis  I  almost  consider  creosote  a  specific; 
but  although  1  cured  cancrum  oris  in  a  child,  aged  three  years,  by  its 
use,  other  means  might  have  succeeded  equally  well  ;  at  all  events  its 
indiscriminate  use  on  the  soft  tissues  of  children  is  injudicious,  as  its 
constitutional  action,  even  in  very  minute  doses,  is  extremely  active,  I 
am  inclined  to  expect  good  results  in  cutaneous  cancer  ;  and  from  its  in- 
fluence in  healing  solutions  of  continuity  in  the  skin  and  mucous  mem- 
branes, 1  hope  for  decisive  benefit  from  its  employment  in  breaches  in 
the  urethra.  It  may  also  prove  useful  in  chronic  ulcers  of  the  cornea. — 
Dublin  Journal. 


Statistics  of  Wounds  of  the  Heart. — In  54  cases  collected  by  M.  Olivier 
the  right  venticle  was  the  seat  of  the  wound  in  29,  the  left  venticlo  in  12 
both  ventricles  in  9,  the  right  auricle  in  3,  the  left  in  1.     Out  of  29  cases 
of  penetrating  wounds  of  the  cavities  of  the   heart,  only  two  proved  fatal 
within  48  hours  ;  in  the  others,  at  from  four  to  twenty-eight  days. — Ibid. 

Wide  Streets  not  a  Source  of  Safety  from  Infectious  Disea.ses. — Berlin 
is  twelve  miles  in  circumference,  though  it  contains  less  than  230,000  in- 
habitants. In  fact,  its  founder  wished  to  possess  a  capital  bearino-  the 
same  rank  amongst  capitals  which  he  himself  had  acquired  amongst 
kings.  When  the  city  was  nearly  built,  he  said  exultingly  to  the  French 
ambassador — "  Well,  we  are  getting  on  ;  Berlin  is  nearly  as  large  as 
Paris."  "Certainly,"  replied  the  ambassador,  "only  we  don't  grow 
corn  in  Paris."  The  river  is  a  dull,  heavy,  slow,  melancholy  stream, 
rather  impairing  the  salubrity  of  the  place.  "  Its  sluggish  course,"  says 
a  late  traveller,  "  is  so  tedious  in  conveying  away  the  pollutions  it  re- 
ceives, that  during  the  heat  of  summer  it  is  seriously  afl^ected  ;  and  it  is 
a  fact  that,  during  the  summer  of  1834,  the  deaths  exceeded  the  births 
by  44,  weekly.  It  should  be  remembered,  however,  that  in  that  summer 
Berlin  was  suffering  severely  from  the  cholera.— Quarterhj  Review,  .Bpril. 

05^  The  Report  on  Hernia,  with  the  representations  of  the  instruments,  will 
be  given  in  a  future  number. 

Died,— At  Natchez,  Mi.,  Dr.  J.  A.  Denny,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  success- 
ful practitioners  of  that  city. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Sept.  2,  45.     Males,  ]9— Females,  26. 

Consumption,  7— old  age,  2— cholera  infantum,  3— diarrha?a,  2— acute  diarrhrrn,  J— ovarian  tumor, 
1— dysentery,  2— cholera  morbus,  2— typhus  fever, .?— scarlet  fever,  4— intlaiiimntorv  fever,  ]  — clironic 
nietritia,  1— inflammation  of  the  lungs,  1— drowned,  I— teething,  ]— paraplegia,  1— measles,  1— hoop- 
ing cough,  1— organic  disease  of  the  heart,  1— stillborn,  2. 
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COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICTANS  AND  SURGEONS  of  the  Western  District— Fairfield,  Herkimer 
county,  N.  Y. — The  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  October, 
and  continue  sixteen  weeks.     'I'he  lectures  will  lie  delivered  as  follows. 

On  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by  -         .        -  -  -  -  James  IIadlev,M.D. 

On  Anatomy  and  I'hysiology,  by  ...  -        -  James  McNaughiom,  M.D. 

On  Materia  .Medica  and  .Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  -  -  T.  Romeyn  Beck,  M.D. 

On  the  Practice  of  Physic  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  by  John  Uelamateb,  ALU. 
On  Surgery  and  Obstetrics,  by  -  -  -  -  -  Reuben  U.  Mussey,  M.D. 

The  advanced  age  and  increasing  infirmities  of  Professor  Willoughby,  President  of  the  College, 
will  hardly  allow  him  to  lecture  during  the  ensuing  term,  and  the  course  formerly  given  by  him  will 
therefore  be  given  by  Professor  iiussey. 

Price  of  tickets  for  the  whole  coursej  §56.  The  professors  are  provided  with  ample  collections  to 
illustrate  their  lectures,  and  every  facility  is  aftbrdtd  for  the  practical  acquisition  of  the  profession. 

The  board  is  aslow,  if  not  lower,  :han  in  any  otlier  village  In  the  State.  Additional  information, 
if  needed,  may  be  obtained  by  applying  to  any  of  the  professors.  JAMES  f^IAULEY.  Register. 

Aug.  16— 4t 

BOYLSTON   MEDICAL   PRIZE   QUESTIONS. 

The  Boylston  Medical  Committee,  appointed  by  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  University, 
consists  of  the  following  physicians,  viz.  . 

John  C.  Warren,  .M.D.  George  C.  Shatiuck,  M.D.         George  Hatward,  M.D. 

KuFus  Wv.MAN,  Jl.U,  Jacob  Bigei.ow,  M.U.  Enoch  Hale,  M.D. 

John  Randall,  M.D.  Walter  Channing,  M.D.  John  Ware,  AI.D. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Wednesday,  August  2,  1837,  a  premium  of  fifty  dollars, 
or  a  gold  medal  of  that  value,  was  awarded  to  Oliver  Wexdelu  Holmes,  M.D.  of  Boston,  for  a  dis- 
sertation on  the  question,  "  What  is  the  nature  of  Neuralgia,  and  what  is  the  best  mode  of  treating 
it .'  "  A  similar  premium,  of  the  same  value,  was  at  the  same  time  awarded  to  Dr.  Holmes  for  a  dis- 
sertation on  the  question,  "  To  what  extent,  and  in  what  places,  has  intermittent  fever  been  indige- 
nous in  New  England  .'  " 

The  following  Prize  Questions  for  the  year  1S38  are  before  the  public,  viz. : 

1st.  "  What  are  the  anatomical  characters  of  Typhous  Fever,  and  what  is  the  best  mode  of  treating 
this  disease.'  " 

■2d.  "  What  are  the  causes,  seat,  and  priper  treatment  of  Erysipelatous  Inflammation.'  {Erythema 
Emsipelatosum  of  Good.)" 

Dissertations  on  these  subjects  must  be  transmitted,  post-paid,  to  John  C.  Warren,  M.D.  Boston,  on 
or  before  the  first  Wednesday  of  April,  1838. 

The  folUiwing  questions  are  now  offered  for  the  year  1839,  viz.  : 

1st.  "  The  pathology  and  treatment  of  Rheumatism." 

2d.  "  What  is  Scrofula?  and  what  is  its  best  mode  of  treatment .'  " 

Dissertations  on  these  subjects  mast  be  transmitted,  as  above,  on  or  before  the  first  Wednesday  of 
April,  1839. 

The  author  of  the  successful  dissertation  on  either  of  the  above  subjects,  will  be  entitled  to  fifty 
dollars,  or  a  gold  medal  of  that  value,  at  his  option. 

Each  dissertation  must  be  accompanied  by  a  sealed  packet,  on  which  shall  be  written  some  device 
or  sentence,  and  within  shall  be  enclosed  theautaor's  name  and  place  of  residence.  The  same  device 
or  sentence  is  to  be  written  on  the  dissertation  to  which  the  packet  is  attached. 

All  unsuccessful  dissertations  are  deposited  with  the  Secretary,  from  whom  they  may  be  obtained, 
if  called  for  within  one  year  after  they  have  been  received. 

By  an  order  adopted  in  the  year  18-26,  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  publish  annually  the  following 
votes,  viz.  : 

1st.  That  the  Board  do  not  consider  themselves  as  approving  the  doctrines  contained  in  any  of  the 
dissertations  to  which  the  premiums  may  be  adjudged. 

2d.  That  in  case  of  the  publication  ofa  successful  dissertation,  the  author  be  considered  as  bound 
to  print  the  above  vote  in  connection  therewith. 

Boston,  Augusts,  1837.  A9— 4t  ENOCH  HALE,  Secretary. 

Publishers  of  newspapers  and  medical  journals  throughout  the  United  States,  are  respectfully  re- 
quested to  give  the  above  an  insertion. 

MEDICAL   INSTIIUCTION. 

The  subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  medical  instruction.  A  convenient  room 
has  been  provided  for  this  purpose,  which  will  be  open  to  the  students  at  all  hours.  'Ihey  will  have 
access  loan  extensive  medical  library,  and  every  other  necessary  facility  for  the  acquirement  of  a 
thorough  medical  education. 

Opportunities  will  be  oftered  for  the  observation  of  diseasesand  their  treatment  in  two  Dispensary 
districts,  embracing  Wards  1,  2  and  3,  and  in  cn-sc*  irfiich  icill  be  treated  at  the  room  daily. 
Instruction  will  be  given  by  clinical  ami  other  lectures,  and  by  examinations  at  least  twice  a  week. 
Sulficieiit  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  .Vnatomy. 

For  further  information,  application  may  be  made  at  the  room,  over  103  Hanover  street,  or  to 
the  subscribers.  EPHRALM   BUCK,  M.D. 

ASA  B.  S.NOW,  M.D. 
E.  WALTER  LEACH,  M.D. 
Boston,  Au<rust  9,  1837.  HENRY  G.  CLARK,  M.D 

JOSEPH  MORIARTY,  M.D. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  .=:URGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  hy 
n  CLAPP,  JR-  at  181  Washincton  Street,  corner  of  Fianklin  Street,  to  whom  all  coniniunicalions 
must  be  addressed, poft-pnir/.  It  is  also  published  in  Monllily  Paris,  each  Part  containing  the  weekly 
numbers  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a  cov^r.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.— I'r  ice  $3,00  a 
year  in  advance,  «;3.. 50  after  three  months,  and  S4,00ifnot  paid  within  the  year.— .^gents  allowed 
every  seventh  copy  iTratis. — Orders  from  a  distance  must  he  accouipani«il  by  payment  iu  advance,  of 
satisfactory  reference.— Postage  the  same  as  for  a  Newspaper. 
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ON   THE    CURE    OF    VESICO-VAGIN'AL    FISTULA,     AND   LACERATION 
OF    THE    BLADDER    AND    VAGINA. 

BY    PROF.    DIEFFEtfBACH,    BERLIN. 

The  observations  whicli  I  have  already  made,  contain  my  physiological 
viev;s  on  this  accident.  1  shall  now  proceed  to  examine  a  few  of  the 
methods  of  treatment  hitherto  proposed  for  the  cure  of  vesico-vagi- 
nal  fistulas. 

Jobert,  in  a  memoir  communicated  to  the  "  Gaz.  Med."  of  Paris,  has 
vtritten  at  some  length  on  the  history  of  the  operation,  but  his  remarks 
ar^not  free  from  national  partiality  :  on  the  other  hand,  the  estimation 
made  by  Killian  of  the  different  processes,  is  much  more  complete  and 
impartial. 

1.  Cauterizing  and  burning  the  edges  of  the  fistula,  have  produced 
the  least  beneficial  results  amongst  the  various  methods  which  have 
been  employed.  In  general,  authors  say  it  is  not  applicable,  when  the 
loss  of  substaace  is  great,  and  should  be  reserved  for  cases  of  small  fis- 
tulous openings  ;  but,  even  for  the  latter,  it  does  not  appear  to  me  to  act  in 
a  very  favorable  manner.     According   to   my  experience,  I  would  only 

■  enjp'loy  the  cautery  in  cases  of  fistulae  lying  near  the  neck  of  the  uterus, 
and  hence  brought  to  view  with  the  speculum. 

2.  Sutures,  a.  The  suture  and  other  means  of  obtaining  union  with- 
out refreshing  the  edges  of  the  wound. 

When  the  surrounding  tissues  are  very  firm  :  when  the  fistula  is  not 
larger  in  diameter  than  one's  finger  ;  when  the  parietes  of  the  bladder 
cannot  be  separated  from  the  vagina,  without  considerably  dilating  the 
opening,  I  prefer  the  application  of  the  ligature  to  every  other  method. 

After  'having  drawn  forward  the  parts,  the  surgeon  should  pass  a 
curved  needle,  armed  with  a  thick  ligature,  through  the  cellular 
tissue  uniting  the  bladder  and  vagina,  so  as  to  embrace,  circularly,  the 
opening,  a  few  lines  from  the  edges.  If  one  ligature  be  insufficient  to 
bring  the  edges  of  the  fistula  in  contact,  two  or  three  more  stitches  rnay 
be  a|)plied.  I  obtained,  by  this  method,  tlie  most  happy  results  in  the 
case  of  a  Russian  officer,  who  had  lost  a  portion  of  the  urethra,  near  the 
middle  of  the  penis,  from  a  musket  shot. 

b.  The  suture,  after  previous  cauterization,  or  refreshing  the  edges. 

The  simple  suture  is  the  best  operation  in  all  cases  where  the  fistula 
is  sufficiently  low  down  to  be  got  at  with  facility.  .  When  additional 
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means  are  necessary,  it  is  not  easy  to  determine  whether  we  should  em- 
ploy cauterization  of  the  edges,  or  merely  refresh  thein  with  a  cutting 
instrument :  the  former,  however,  may  be  had  recourse  to,  in  cases  of 
vesico-vaginal  fistula,  with  more  advantage  lliat  in  cases  of  division  of 
the  palate,  when  staphyloraphy  is  performed.  The  greatest  difficulty 
in  the  use  of  the  simple  suture  is,  that,  after  refreshing  the  edges  of  the 
opening,  the  latter  is  apt  to  assume  a  rounded  appearance  ;  hence  it  is 
useful  to  touch  the  edges,  before  we  apply  the  suture,  with  a  hot  iron, 
or  a  substance  calculated  to  stimulate  them  powerfully. 

Several  surgeons  recommend  us  to  apply  as  few  sutures  as  possible, 
and  not  to  draw  the  threads  too  tight  :  I  follow  an  opposite  practice  ;  it 
is  necessary  to  excite  adhesive  inflammation  along  the  whole  edge  of 
the  wound,  and  that  as  quickly  as  possible,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
noxious  effects  which  would  be  produced  by  any  infiltration  of  the  urine. 

Professor  Lallemand  has  lately  directed  attention  to  an  instrument 
which  he  has  invented  for  the  cure  of  vesico-vaginal  fistulae  ;  this  con-  ' 
sists  in  an  elastic  silver  catheter,  furnished  at  one  end  with  a  hooked 
forceps,  and  which  is  intended  to  keep  the  edges  of  the  fistula  in  con- 
tact after  they  have  been  cauterized.  The  instrument  does  not  seem 
to  me  to  be  well  calculated  to  obtain  the  end  proposed  ;  a  solid  union 
cannot  be  obtained  by  bringing  the  posterior  edge  of  the  opening  in  con- 
tact with  the  anterior  one ;  the  passage  of  urine  is  not  sufficiently  pre- 
vented, and  the  constant  action  of  the  spiral  spring  which  keeps  the 
forceps  applied,  has  the  disadvantage  of  cutting  through  the  tissues  be- 
fore they  have  time  to  unite.  Roth  Killian  and  Velpeau  agree  with  me 
in  this  opinion. 

3.  Cure  by  the  Taliacotian  method. 

Jobert  succeeded  in  closing  a  large  communication  between  the  blad- 
der and  vagina,  by  transplanting  a  portion  of  tissue  from  the  neighbor- 
ing parts  and  applying  it  over  the  opening.  The  skin  of  one  of  the 
labia  majora,  having  been  closely  shaved,  was  dissected  off,  and  united 
by  sutures  over  the  opening  ;  the  operation  succeeded  in  the  happiest 
manner,  but  it  may  be  feared  that  the  reproduction  of  hair  within  the 
cavity  of  the  vagina,  may  produce  several  unpleasant  inconveniences. 
The  operation,  however,  may  be  varied  in  the  following  manner: 

1st.  By  closing  the  opening  with  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  blad- 
der. 2ndly.  By  implanting  a  layer  from  the  neighboring  membranes  of 
the  vagina. 

The  first  of  these  methods  is  only  applicable  when  the  fistula  is 
moderately  large  ;  when  a  small  portion  of  the  bladder  projects  through 
it,  and,  perhaps,  is  already  adherent  in  several  points.  Here,  by  fre- 
quently touching  the  edges  with  the  tinctura  canthar.  we  may  endeavor 
to  excite  adhesive  inflammation;  or,  if  it  be  necessary,  the  vesical  mu- 
cous membrane  may  be  drawn  with  a  hooked  forceps,  a  little  more 
through  the  fistula.  Should  adhesion  at  length  take  place  all  round,  the 
superfluous  part  is  to  be  destroyed  with  the  nitrate  of  silver. 

The  second  method  I  would  propose,  is  to  transplant  a  portion  of  the 
vaginal  membrane  over  the  opening ;  this  is  applicable  to  cases  in  which 
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the  fistulous  orifices  are  very  large,  where  it  would  be  alinost  impossible 
to  brin<j  their  edges  together  by  suture,  he. 

Whenever  the  parietes  of  the  vagina  are  destroyed  in  their  whole 
thickness,  the   operation  is  to  be  performed  in  the  lollowing  manner: — 

The  first  difficulty  which  the  surgeon  encounters,  is  produced  by  pro- 
lapsus of  the  bladder,  which  commonly  hangs  down  through  the  vagina  ; 
it  must  be  carefully  returned,  and  supported  by  a  piece  of  soft  sponge 
introduced  into  the  orifice  of  the  fistula.  This  done,  one  edge  of  the 
opening  is  to  be  seized  with  a  hooked  forceps  and  drawn  forwards  ;  the 
action  of  this  instrument  being  aided,  when  necessary,  by  several  others 
of  the  same  kind  ;  the  surgeon  next  perforates,  with  a  fine  scalpel,  the 
posterior  part  of  the  edge  of  the  fistula,  and  pushes  this  instrument, 
with  a  sawmg  motion,  through  its  anterior  external  edge  ;  an  assistant 
must  keep  the  strip  of  tissue,  thus   removed,  constantly   on   the  stretch. 

To  obtain  a  broad  surface  for  union,  the  vesical  layer  of  the  edge  of 
the  opening  must  be  dissected  away  for  a  few  lines  from  the  vaginal 
layer,  and  when  this  is  accomplished,  the  refreshing  of  the  edges  of  the 
wound  may  be  completed.  It  now  remains  to  bring  together  the  edges 
of  the  large  opening  which  presents  itself.  For  this  purpose,  I  pass  two 
strong  metallic  (lead)  ligatures,  by  means  of  my  instrument  for  split- 
palate,  through  the  vaginal  layer  of  the  fistulous  orifice,  opposite  its 
middle  part,  and  about  an  inch  distant  from  each  other.  The  ends  of 
the  ligatures,  which  hang  out  through  the  vagina,  are  then  twisted  to- 
gether, and  in  proportion  as  this  is  done,  the  edges  of  the  wound  are 
forced  to  approximate.  When  the  tension  of  the  vaginal  parietes  has 
been  carried  as  far  as  prudence  will  permit,  the  surgeon  proceeds  to 
form  the  two  lateral  flaps,  which  are  to  close  up  the  rest  of  the  opening. 
Having  previously  emptied  the  rectum,  and  having  introduced  his  left 
index  finger  into  that  intestine,  in  order  to  guard  it,  the  surgeon  makes 
an  incision,  commencing  at  the  inferior  and  posterior  part  of  the  lateral 
wall  of  the  vagina,  and  continues  his  incision  forwards  to  the  nympha  ; 
a  similar  incision  is  then  made  on  the  opposite  side.  The  breadth  of  the 
portion  of  the  vagina  thus  isolated,  should  not  exceed  one  third  of  the 
breadth  of  the  organ  itself:  when  the  incisions  have  been  continued 
sufficiently  deep  and  long,  the  ligature  may  be  again  twisted,  and  the 
surgeon  will  find  that  he  now  can  bring  the  edges  of  the  wound  still 
closer  to  each  other.  The  loss  of  substance  is,  however,  still  too  great 
to  allow  immediate  closure  of  the  fistula,  a  condition  necessary  for  cure  ; 
the  surgeon  must  therefore  proceed  to  "  dissect  off  the  lateral  flaps  from 
the  vagina,"  and,  having  done  this,  completes  his  operation  by  uniting 
the  edges  of  these  flaps  with  the  common  suture.  The  vagina  must 
now  be  washed  out  with  cold  water,  the  patient  placed  in  bed,  and  a 
larger  catheter  introduced  into  the  bladder. 

Even  should  no  union,  or  only  a  partial  one,  take  place  after  the  op- 
eration, we  obtain  benefit  so  far,  that  the  large  opening  between  the 
bladder  and  vagina  is  converted  into  a  small  slit. 

Jobert  says,  "  M.  Velpeau  advises  us  to  close  the  fistulous  orifice  by 
the  posterior  wall  of  the  vagina,  which  is   to  be   brought  forwards  ;  but 
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before  we  can  judge  of  this  method,  we  must  wait  until  its  autlior  has 
practised  the  operation." 

Vidal  de  Cassis  has  latterly  put  forward  a  very  peculiar  idea  on  the 
operation  for  the  vesico-vagina!  fistula;  he  proposes  closing  up  tiie  vagina 
altogether,  and  thus  converting  it  into  a  second  reservoir  for  the  urine. 
In  cases  where  the  whole  parietes  of  a  portion  of  the  vagina  iiave  been 
destroyed,  and  the  bladder  hangs  down  between  the  thighs,  we  certainly 
should  be  very  fortunate  if  we  could  retain  the  urine  by  closing  up  the 
vagina;  the  objection  made  against  it  of  the  danger  of  exciting  inflam- 
mation, &;c.  in  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  vagina,  is  of  no  value,  for 
experience  proves  that  the  latter  can  bear  the  contact  of  urine  without 
any  inconvenience.  The  method  is,  evidently,  only  applicable  to  very 
large  fistulae ;  but  the  idea  is  ingenious,  and  I  am  anxious  to  hear  more 
of  the  effects  of  an  operation  which  bears  some  analogy  to  that  of  Fricke 
for  prolapsus  uteri. 

I  cannot  close  these  observations  without  saying  a  few  more  words  on 
the  operation  which  I  have  found  most  practicable.  The  rectum  must 
previously  be  well  emptied.  The  patient  is  to  be  placed  in  the  position 
commonly  chosen  for  lithotomy,  and  five  or  six  assistants  are  indispensa- 
ble. A  lew  minutes  before  the  operation,  I  inject  some  cold  water  into 
the  bladder,  which,  passing  through  the  fistulous  opening,  has  the  effect 
of  cleaning  its  edges  from  blood,  while  the  latter  are  being  refreshed  with 
the  knife,  or  of  indicating  the  exact  situation  of  the  fistula  should  it  be 
small.  Having  introduced  the  valved  speculum,  the  surgeon  seizes  the 
vaginal  mucous  membrane,  near  the  fistulous  orifice,  with  a  hooked  for- 
ceps ;  then  removes  his  speculum,  draws  down  the  parietes  of  the  vagina, 
and  removes  a  strip  of  membrane  with  his  bistoury,  so  as  to  refresh  the 
edges  of  the  fistula. 

When  the  opening  is  large,  the  vaginal  edge  must  be  separated  to  the 
extent  of  a  few  lines  from  the  vesical  edge  of  the  fistulous  orifice,  in 
order  to  obtain  a  broad  surface  for  union  :  when  the  fistula  is  very  small, 
this  is  impossible  ;  in  such  cases  I  remove  a  funnel-shaped  portion  of 
tissue,  the  middle  of  which  corresponds  with  the  fistula,  while  the  apex 
terminates  in  the  bladder;  this  gives  a  surface  sufficiently  broad  for 
union.  The  wound  is  now  cauterized,  by  employing  the  cylindrical 
speculum  of  Dupuytren,  or  of  Kluge,  and  the  sutures  are  applied  on  the 
second  or  third  day,  when  the  edges  of  the  wound  present  a  red,  inflamed 
surface.  When  the  parietes  of  the  vagina  are  easily  drawn  down,  I  ap- 
ply the  interrupted  suture  with  the  fingers,  by  means  of  small,  very  long, 
and  curved  needles:  but  when  the  tissues  are  unyielding,  I  am  forced  to 
employ  needles,  like  those  1  use  for  the  operation  of  split-palate,  and  to 
introduce  them  with  a  handle.  The  ends  of  the  ligatures  are  easily 
tightened  with  the  fingers  ;  they  may  either  be  cut  short,  or  left  to  hang 
out  of  the  vagina.  As  soon  as  the  [)atient  has  been  placed  in  bed,  an 
elastic  catheter  must  be  introduced  into  the  bladder,  and  a  short  funnel- 
shaped  tube  into  tho  entrance  of  the  vagina;  every  half  hour  some  cold 
water  must  be  thrown  up  through  both  tubes,  more  with  the  intention  of 
diluting  the  urine,  and  preventing  its  action  on  the  edges  of  the  wound, 
than  as  an  antiphlogistic  means. 
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The  specukini  must  not  be  introduced  for  the  first  few  days:  on  the 
fourtli,  fifth,  or  sixtl)  day,  the  sutures  may  be  removed  by  introducing  a 
small  speculum,  and  cutting  them  throui;h  with  a  long  scissors. 

Should  any  of  the  sutures  have  cut  through  the  tissues  without  pro- 
ducing union,  or  if  the  operation  have  failed,  the  edges  of  the  wound 
must  be  fiequenily  touched  with  the  tinctiue  of  canlharides  ;  should  the 
latter  means  fail,  as,  indeed,  it  commonly  does,  the  operation  must  be 
repeated  again  and  again,  as  often  as  the  patience  and  condition  of  the 
unfortunate  woman  will  permit. 

When  the  patient  is  young  and  strong,  the  after-treatment  must  be 
strictly  antiphlogistic;  general  and  local  blood-letting  during  the  first  few 
days  ;  in  a  word,  I  treat  my  patients,  after  this  operation,  as  I  would 
treat  individuals  laboring  under  a  penetrating  wound  of  the  chest  or 
abdomen;  when  cystitis  sets  in,  I  apply  the  leeches  directly  to  the 
vagina. 

The  nourishment  should  simply  consist  of  some  mucilaginous  drink ; 
the  only  medicine  I  am  in  the  habit  of  giving  is  some  oleum  ricini,  with 
laurel  water.  If  the  patient  be  attacked  with  diarrhoea,  I  administer  the 
decoctum  althcca,  or  emulsio  amygdalina  with  the  above-mentioned 
laurel  water. 

It  would  lead  too  far  were  I  to  enter  into  further  considerations  on  this 
point:  it  is  enough  to  say  that  the  operation  is  always  a  dangerous  one, 
chiefly  on  account  of  the  injury  which  is  done  to  the  bladder;  the  suture 
always  producing  more  or  less  inflammation  of  the  edges  of  the  fistulous 
opening,  or  of  the  surrounding  parts. — Lancet. 
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[Although  a  variety  of  facts  have  been  given  to  the  medical  public 
within  the  last  year,  to  convince  the  profession  that  there  is  some  truth 
in  animal  magnetism,  we  have  been  unwilling  to  meddle  with  the  matter 
of  late,  for  fear  of  being  considered  either  a  dupe,  or  a  tool  in  the  hands 
of  designing  knaves.  As  a  very  great  effort  has  been  making  to  enlighten 
the  people  of  New  England  on  the  subject,  by  popular  lectures,  transla- 
tions from  the  French,  &,c.  we  had  concluded  to  let  those  who  took 
pleasure  in  exercising  their  organs  of  marvellousness,  proceed  in  peace, 
but  to  exclude  from  the  Journal  all  details  in  relation  to  somnambulism 
and  its  kindred  anomalies.  But  the  recent  developments  in  the  city  of 
Providence  are  so  well  authenticated  by  members  of  our  own  profession, 
that  we  cannot  withhold  some  notice  of  them  without  doing  a  manifest 
injustice  to  our  patrons,  who  have  a  right  to  expect  a  fair  chronology  of 
all  events  occurring  in  the  circle  of  professional  observation.  With  these 
explanatory  remarks,  we  shall  republish,  from  an  Appendix  to  Deleuze, 
just  published  at  Providence,  the  following  statements  of  Dr.  Webb,  Dr. 
Capron,  and  others,  whose  reputations  place  them  entirely  above  the 
suspicion  of  a  design  to  impose  upon  the  world.] 
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Providence,  Sept.  2,  1837. 

Sir — In  compliance  with  your  request,  expressed  in  a  note,  dated  the 
24th  ult.  I  herewith  furnish  you  a  statement  of  the  case  of  sonniainbuhsni 
whicli  I  liave  under  my  chari^e,  to  append  as  a  note  to  the  work  you 
have  in  progress. 

Miss  L.  Brackett,  the  subject  of  this  case,  is  a  respectable  and  intelli- 
gent young  lady  from  Dudley,  Mass.  Four  years  since,  when  about 
sixteen  years  of  age,  she  had  the  misfortune  to  have  an  iron  weight, 
weighing  two  or  three  pounds,  fall  from  a  heigiu  upon  the  top  of  her 
Iiead.  The  injury  which  she  sustained  was  so  considerable  as  lo  deprive 
her  of  her  reason  for  a  number  of  months,  during  which  time  she  was 
subject  to  the  most  violent  spasms,  and  other  serious  derangements  of 
her  nervous  system.  From  the  immediate  effects  of  this  injury  she 
gradually  recovered,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  her  general  health  was 
partially  restored.  JNot withstanding,  however,  the  improvement  in  her 
general  health,  an  affection  of  her  eyes,  which  commenced  innnediately 
after  the  receipt  of  the  injury,  and  which  threatened  total  blindness,  was 
daily  growing  worse.  The  disease  with  which  her  eyes  were  affected, 
is  called  amaurosis;  it  is  an  affection  of  the  optic  nerves,  often  of  a  para- 
lytic character.  As  is  usual  in  cases  of  amaurosis,  the  loss  of  sight  was 
very  gradual ;  and  it  was  not  till  the  end  of  two  and  a  half  years,  that  it 
was  entirely  destroyed.  Simultaneously  with  the  loss  of  sight,  she  sus- 
tained a  loss  of  voice,  which  was  so  complete,  that  for  fifteen  months  she 
was  unable  to  utter  a  single  guttural  sound,  and  could  only  whisper  in 
almost  inaudible  tones. 

This  was  her  state  in  respect  to  her  eyes  and  vocal  organs,  when  I 
first  saw  her  about  the  middle  of  May  last.  And  her  general  health, 
though  somewhat  improved,  was  still  far  from  being  good. 

Considering  her  case  as  a  hopeless  one,  arrangements  had  been  made 
by  her  friends  to  send  her  to  the  Asylum  for  the  Blind  in  Boston,  in 
hopes  of  her  being  able,  after  finishing  her  education,  to  obtain  a  liveli- 
hood as  a  teacher  in  that  or  some  other  similar  instruction.  When  on 
her  way  to  Boston,  she  stopped  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  visit  of  a 
few  days,  with  some  friends  which  she  had  residing  in  this  city.  Being 
in  attendance  at  the  time,  in  the  family  of  one  of  her  friends,  I  was  re- 
quested to  see  her  and  examine  her  case,  rather  as  a  matter  of  curiosity, 
than  from  a  hope  that  I  should  be  able  to  prescribe  a  remedy  for  her 
deplorable  malady.  In  the  course  of  conversation  with  her,  I  found  that 
all  the  usual  means  in  such  cases  had  been  perseveringly  employed  by 
the  most  skilful  physicians,  without  material  benefit. 

There  being  at  this  time  a  considerable  excitement  upon  the  subject 
of  animal  magnetism,  and  being  myself  engaged  in  investigating  it  with  a 
view  to  its  remedial  effects,  and  having  become  fully  convinced  of  its 
salutary  influence  upon  some  diseases,  especially  those  of  a  paralytic 
character,  it  occurred  to  me  that  it  might  be  beneficially  practised  in  this 
case,  upon  the  supposition  that  her  complaints  were  dependent  upon  a 
paralysis  of  the  nerves  supplying  the  affected  organs;  and  I  accordingly, 
as  a  dernier  resort,  proposed  a  trial  of  it.  The  following  day,  having 
consulted  her  friends  and  obtained  their  consent,  she  desired  me  to  make 
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an  experiment.  The  first  sitting  occupied  about  forty  minutes  before 
she  was  thrown  into  a  profound  magnetic  sleep.  On  this  occasion,  she 
manifested  many  of  the  usual  phenomena  of  that  state.  She  walked 
about  the  house,  drank  her  tea,  he.  with  as  much  ease  and  confidence 
as  she  could  have  done,  had  she  been  in  the  full  possession  of  her  sight, 
and  in  a  waking  state. 

From  the  time  of  the  first  experiment  to  the  present  date,  being  three 
and  a  half  iDonths,  she  has  been  magnetized  daily,  sometimes  twice  daily, 
with  the  exception  of  thirteen  days  at  one  time,  and  three  or  four  at 
another.  The  number  of  times  she  has  been  magnetized,  therefore,  con- 
siderably exceeds  one  hundred. 

The  magnetic  phenomena,  though  very  astonishing  at  first,  became 
more  and  more  so  from  day  to  day.  Whether  it  were  in  consequence  of 
the  magnetic  state  becoming  more  and  more  perfect  the  more  she  was 
magnetized,  or  whether  by  becoming  better  acquainted  with  the  subject, 
we  learn  to  elicit  those  phenomena  with  the  belter  success,  it  is  difficult 
to  determine  ;  but  it  is  probable  that  it  is  owing  to  a  combination  of  both 
these  causes. 

The  somnambulic,  or  perhaps  more  properly  the  magnetic  phenomena, 
have  been  of  several  different  kinds,  and  each  kind  manifested  in  several 
different  ways.  The  first  and  most  obvious  of  these  phenomena,  is  what 
the  French  term  clairvoyance ;  clear-sightedness,  tnental  vision,  or  vision 
without  the  use  of  the  visual  organs.  This  wonderful  power  is  manifest- 
ed, first,  in  her  being  able  to  see  any  object  that  is  presented  to  her, 
when  in  the  magnetic  sleep,  though  totally  blind  when  awake.  Experi- 
ments have  been  varied  and  multiplied  almost  indefinitely,  to  prove  the 
existence  of  this  power,  and  with  entire  success,  as  you  have  had  fre- 
quent opportunities  to  witness.  Objects  when  examined  by  her  are 
never  held  in  a  direction  to  be  seen  with  the  eyes,  but  are  laid  down 
upon  the  top  of  the  back  part  of  the  head,  or  are  held  a  little  upon  one 
side  of  the  back  of  the  head,  from  which  points  she  lias  generally  seen, 
though  the  seat  of  vision  has  varied  at  different  times.  She  has  been 
able,  though  with  more  exertion,  to  see  objects  that  were  enclosed  in 
boxes,  trunks,  and  watch  cases  ;  to  read  letters  that  were  folded,  &,c. 

Secondly,  this  power  is  manifested  in  the  ability  to  see  objects  not 
present — in  a  distant  city,  for  instance.  In  the  exercise  of  this  power, 
another  seenis  to  be  necessary  ;  that  of  locomotion,  as  it  has  been  called, 
or  of  transporting  herself  from  one  place  to  another.  This  she  says  she 
does  through  the  air. 

Another  description  of  phenomena,  which  may  be  called  those  of 
intelligence,  is  manifested  in  the  somnambulist's  understanding  the  will 
of  the  magnetizer,  or  of  the  person  with  whom  she  may  be  in  communi- 
cation. To  test  this  power,  I  have  made  a  great  number  of  experiments, 
which  have  been  almost  uniformly  successful.  She  can,  for  instance,  be 
willed  to  have  in  her  hand  various  kinds  of  fruits,  cakes,  wines,  animals, 
birds,  &tc. ;  or  any  other  things  may  be  changed  from  one  to  another  at 
the  will  of  the  magnetizer.  *  *  *  *  # 

In  conclusion,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  be  enabled  to  say,  from  my 
own  observations,  that  however  interesting  animal  magnetism  may  be 
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when  considered  in  relation  to  science,  however  interesting  as  matter  of 
curiosity  and  wonder,  or  however  interesting  it  may  be  as  a  means  of 
discovering  the  condition  of  our  absent  friends,  or  the  machinations  of 
our  enemies,  it  is  sliH  more  interesting  as  the  means  of  mitigating  the 
sufferings  incident  to  human  nature.  It  vviU  be  recollected  1  have  stated 
that  when  Miss  Brackett  came  to  this  city  about  the  middle  of  May  last, 
her  general  health  was  far  from  being  good  ;  she  was  totalltj  blind,  and 
unable  to  speak  excepting  in  the  lowest  whisper.  Her  condition  is  ma- 
terially different  at  this  time.  Her  health  is  good,  her  vision  is  partially 
restored,  and  she  speaks  in  her  natural  tone  of  voice. 

With  much  respect.  Yours,  &:c.  G.  Capron. 

Mr.  Thomas  C.  Hartshorn. 

Providence,  Sept.  1,  1837. 

Dear  Sir — My  time  has  been  so  much  occupied  of  late,  as  to  have 
rendered  it  impossible  for  me,  until  the  present  moment,  to  reply  to  your 
note  of  the  25th  ult.  and  even  now  1  am  so  circumstanced  as  to  be 
unable  to  do  more  than  write  a  very  brief  reply. 

In  conversation  w'ith  Mr.  Daniel  Greene,  of  Pawtucket,  who,  as  you 
probably  well  know,  is  the  most  powerful,  as  he  has  been  the  most  ex- 
tensive magnetizer  in  this  country,  1  inquired  if  he  were  able  to  magne- 
tize and  thereby  obtain  control  over  a  single  limh,  whilst  the  rest  oj  the 
body  remained  in  a  natural  state.  He  said  that  he  had  done  it,  in  the 
case  of  Miss  J.  with  whom  you  are  acquainted,  and  would  attempt  it  on 
another  patient  that  we  were  going  to  see  that  afternoon,  if  reminded  of  it. 

The  individual  alluded  to  had  never  been  magnetized  but  three  times, 
and  did  not  present  a  very  striking  exemplification  of  the  usual  magnetic 
phenomena.  After  trying  various  experiments  that  consumed  several 
liours,  we  left  the  house,  having  forgotten  the  subject  matter  of  my  inter- 
rogation. But  upon  recollecting  it,  we  returned,  and  the  patient  reseated 
herself  upon  being  requested  so  to  do,  without  any  reason  being  given 
her  for  making  the  request. 

Mr.  Greene  then  went  through  the  usual  manipulations  some  dozen  or 
twenty  times,  confining  them  to  the  space  reaching  from  the  top  of  the 
left  shoulder,  to  the  extremities  of  the  fingers,  on  the  same  side.  He 
afterwards  requested  her  to  raise  the  left  hand  to  the  head.  She  said  she 
could  not.  There  was  evidently  a  powerful  effort  made  to  do  this,  as 
was  shown  by  the  working  of  the  muscles  inserted  into  the  upper  portion 
of  the  shoulder ;  but  the  limb  remained  powerless  and  motionless,  not 
obeying  the  dictates  of  the  owner's  will.  She  was  asked  to  raise  her 
right  arm  to  the  head,  which  was  done  promptly  and  with  perfect  ease 
and  freedom.  Again  she  was  directed  to  stretch  out  the  left  hand,  but 
unavailingly.  It  was  completely  paralyzed  ;  devoid  of  motion  and  of 
sensation.  I  gave  it  a  severe  pinch,  nipping  with  the  thumb  and  finger, 
as  hard  as  1  deemed  it  prudent  to,  leaving  deep  impressions  with  my 
nails.  Upon  inquiring  if  it  did  not  hurt  her,  she,  with  an  incredulous 
smile,  observed  that  I  had  not  done  anything  to  her.  I  then,  without 
saying  anything,  pinched,  in  the  same  manner,  though  less  severely,  the 
other  hand,  when  she  drew  back  from  me  with  a  sudden  start  and  com- 
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plained  that  1  hurt  her.  The  arm,  to  one  lifting  it,  was  a  perfect  dead 
weight.  I  poised  it  on  my  fingers,  and  Mr.  G.  restored  it  ;  and  there 
was  a  very  marked  difference  in  it  and  about  it,  as  it  passed  from  the 
magnetic  to  the  natural  state. 

To  a  person  not  acquainted  with  the  magnetizer,  tnagnetizee,  and  the 
gentlemen  present,  there  will  of  course  appear  nothing  conclusive  upon 
the  subject  of  magnetism,  in  what  is  here  detailed  ;  but  to  those  of  us 
who  had  previously  examined  other  patients,  and  satisfied  ourselves  of 
the  existence  of  a  power  by  means  of  which,  to  a  certain  extent,  one 
individual  may  obtain  mental  mastery  over  another,  the  experiment  was 
satisfactory. 

Should  a  suitable  opportunity  hereafter  present,  I  may  furnish  you 
with  a  statement  of  some  singular  cases  which  I  have  witnessed.  In  the 
meantime  1  remain,  Yours,  &.c.  Thomas  H.  Webb, 

Mr.  Thomas  C.  Hartshorn. 


ANOMALOUS    CASE    OF    EMPYEMA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — If  the  following  is  worth  a  place  in  your  Journal,  it  is  at  your 
disposal, 

June  19th,  I  was  called  to  Mr.  C.  a  young  man  aged  22  years,  a  fish- 
erman, of  healthy  constitution  and  muscular  frame.  He  had  been  suf- 
fering severe  pain  for  three  days,  on  board  of  a  vessel,  when  I  first  saw 
him.  He  was  laboring  under  acute  inflanimation  of  the  pleura,  with 
the  absence  of  cough.  I  bled  him  from  both  arms  to  almost  entire  relief, 
and,  applying  a  large  blister  and  ordering  a  cathartic,  left  him. 

20th. — Is  entirely  free  from  pain  ;  blister  has  drawn  well,  and  the 
cathartic  has  operated  satisfactorily. 

21st. — Pulse  are  natural;  ordered  a  laxative.  24th.  dismissed  him 
cured. 

July  3d. — Was  called  to  see  him  again.  He  had  been  about  his 
business  since  I  saw  him  last.  To-day  has  but  little  appetite,  and  feels 
an  uneasiness  in  the  right  side. 

By  examination  1  find  there  is  considerable  fluid  in  the  chest,  and  di- 
minished action  of  the  right  lung.  By  quick  lateral  motion,  the  fluid 
can  be  heard  across  the  room.  There  is  no  one  within  a  great  distance 
with  whom  I  can  consult,  and  I  accordingly  use  the  most  efficient  means, 
as  recommended  by  able  writers.  He  continues  to  have  no  cough  or 
nausea,  but  the  pulse  ranges  from  120  to  150. 

8th. — Not  having  seen  him  since  the  6th,  I  find  the  increase  of  mat- 
ter great,  and  the  action  of  right  lung  has  ceased.  I  decide  at  once  upon 
the  operation  for  Empyema. 

The  patient  being  seated,  I  made  an  opening  between  the  4th  and  5th 
false  libs  of  the  right  side,  and  very  little  blood,  but  over  one  gallon  of 
fluid,  peculiar  in  appearance,  and  inodorous,  was  discharged.  Some  of 
it  resembled  sour  milk  mixed  with  water.     About  half  a  gallon  was  dis- 
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charged  each  day  for  the  four  succeeding  days,  and  the  quantity  then 
began  to  diminish.  After  the  operation,  1  found  the  right  lung  was 
either  destroyed  by  ulceration,  or  had  adhered  so  far  as  to  prevent  the 
ingress  of  air. 

15th. — Appetite  has  been  as  good  as  I  could  wish  from  the  5th,  and 
no  nausea  has  ever  been  present.  Yesterday,  he  having  eaten  some 
whortleberries,  the  discharge  from  the  side  this  morning  contained  some 
of  them.  I  could  hardly  believe  my  own  eyes,  until  careful  examina- 
tion removed  all  doubts ;  for  the  bowels  had  ever  been  in  such  a  state 
as  I  desired. 

16th. — Yesterday  some  of  his  friends  gave  an  orange  to  him  ;  and 
this  morning  some  of  the  seeds  were  discharged  through  his  side.  I  was 
now  satisfied  that  adhesions  of  the  diaphragm  and  stomach  had  taken 
place,  and  ulceration  of  both  had  followed. 

Twenty-three  days  from  the  operation  he  died,  and  I  was  denied  the 
privilege  of  a  post-mortem  examination.  It  is  astonishing  that  reasona- 
ble people  will  not  give  us  a  privilege  to  examine  all  cases  of  deep 
interest. 

This  case  presents  the  following  queries : — Why  was  not  the  matter 
discharged  by  the  bowels,  as  they  were  regular  from  first  to  last  ?  Did 
the  stomach  adhere  by  the  first  pleuritic  attack  ?  Why  was  there  no 
nausea  ?  Why  did  he  never  have  any  pain,  after  1  first  bled  him, 
through  the  whole  course  of  the  sickness  ?  for  he  always  declared  he 
felt  none.  N.  J.  Knight,  M.D. 

Truro,  Aug.  18th,  1837. 


OPIUM    IN   RHEUMATIS3I. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  have  noticed  several  communications  in  the  sixteenth  volume  of 
your  Journal,  and  one  in  the  present  volume,  upon  "  large  doses  of 
Opium"  in  Rheumatismus.  The  authors  of  those  communications  appear 
to  speak  in  a  manner,  or  rather  to  convey  the  idea,  that  the  practice  is 
original  with  them.  However  this  may  be,  this  much  I  know,  that  Dr. 
TuUy,  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  at  the  Verrtiont 
Academy  of  Medicine,  at  Castleton,  in  his  lectures  has  always  inculcated 
this  method  of  treatment.  Whoever  it  may  be  original  with,  is,  how- 
ever, of  very  little  consequence,  since  it  has  generally  been  the  course 
of  practice  adopted  by  the  physicians  in  this  region.  I  would  not  state 
that  all  j)ursue  this,  or  a  similar  course,  for  I  do  know  of  one,  certainly, 
and  perhaps  there  may  be  a  few  others,  that  reprobate  such  a  practice ; 
but  they  are  individuals  so  strongly  fettered  by  the  ancient  method  of 
treating  rheumatism,  that  they  pretend  to  know  of  none  better,  and  of 
course  will  not  adopt  any  other.  I  am  in  the  habit  of  givinsjj  doses  suf- 
ficient "  to  meet  the  disease,"  and  can  say,  from  my  own  experience, 
that  there  is  not  another  course  of  medication  better  adapted  to  this  dis- 
ease.    My  experience,  however,  is  not  great.     I  have  been  in  practice 
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about  five  years,  and  dining  this  time  have  met  with  several  cases  of 
both  acute  and  chronic  rheumatism,  and  have  always  been  successful — 
an  immediate  abatement  of  tl)e  symptoms  has  followed  in  every  case. 
I  sometimes  use  gum  guaiac.  in  combination  with  it,  sometimes  colchi- 
cuin  and  tinct.  act.  racemosa,  and  occasionally  j^ive  small  doses  of  calo- 
mel or  |)l.  hyd.,  but  not  often.  I  have  invariably  made  use  of  ext.  app. 
of  liniments,  as  lini.  volatile  et  tereb.,  or  lini.  volatile  et  ol.  origani,  or 
lin.  volatile  et  linct.  opii,  according  to  circumstances  ;  venesection,  rarely, 
if  ever.  Tinct.  actoB.i  I  find  to  be  a  valuable  remedy  in  the  chronic 
variety.  1  commence  with  about  30  drops  of  the  sat.  tinct.  and  increase 
the  quantity  at  each  dose  by  5  or  10  drops,  until  relief  is  obtained,  which 
is  pretty  generally  immediate. 

You  have  often  promised  us  information  from  Dr.  Tully,  and  some 
others,  but  as  yet  they  are  silent.  I  should  like  to  hear  from  Dr.  T. 
upon  the  subject  of  Arthritis  Rheumatismus.  Will  you  not  call  on  him 
for  information  upon  this  disease,  with  his  course  of  treatment  for  this 
variety?  Respectfully,  in  haste,  T.  Glysson,  M.D. 

Newport,  Vt.,  Aug.  31,  1837. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 
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LOUISVILLE    MEDICAL   INSTITUTE. 

From  the  Louisville  (Ky.)  Journal,  of  August  25th,  we  copy  the  follow- 
ing observations  upon  the  individual  qualifications  of  the  faculty  of  this 
new  medical  school. 

"  The  Managers  of  the  Louisville  Medical  Institute  have  at  length 
completed  the  organization  of  the  Faculty.  Very  wisely  resolving  to  fill 
the  several  chairs  with  the  best  tahmts  of  the  country,  the  Board  have 
taken  time  to  look  around,  and  are  now  able  to  present  to  the  public  a 
list  of  names  which  guarantee  the  most  eminent  success  of  the  school. 
The  following  gentlemen  compose  the  Faculty — Drs.  Caldwell,  Cooke, 
Cobb,  Flint,  Yandell,  Miller,  and  Locke. 

"Dr.  Caldwell  occupies  the  chair  of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine  and 
Clinical  Practice,  which  he  long  filled  with  such  distinguished  ability  in 
Transylvania.  Of  this  eminent  scholar,  writer,  and  teacher,  it  would  be 
a  work  of  supererogation  to  do  more  than  announce  his  name.  That  is  a 
tower  of  strength,  of  which  any  institution  might  be  proud.  He  brings  to 
the  enterprise  the  experience  of  more  than  thirty  years  devoted  to  medi- 
cal teaching,  and  the  unabated  ardor  and  energy  of  a  young  man. 

"  Dr.  Cooke,  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Phxjsic,  is  also 
too  well  known  to  require  a  lengthened  notice.  He  is  among  the  most 
gifted,  learned,  and  able  physicians  in  our  country.  He  early  distin- 
guished himself  as  a  writer,  and  a  bold,  successful  practitioner,  and  for 
many  years  past  has  been  regarded  as  one  of  the  main  pillars  in  the 
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Transylvania  School  of  iMedicine.  His  learning  and  ample  experience 
render  him  a  most  important  acquisition  to  the  Institute. 

"  Dr.  Cobb,  late  ol"  the  JMedical  College  of  Ohio,  in  which  he  has  been 
a  Professor  for  thirteen  years  of  its  eventful  history — alone  retained  in 
every  change  and  re-organization  through  which  its  Faculty  has  passed — 
respected  and  lieloved  by  all,  even  in  the  ranks  adverse  to  the  school — a 
Professor,  also,  in  at  least  one  Eastern  Medical  School,  and  confessedly 
one  of  the  most  popular  teachers  in  our  country — is  in  the  chair  of 
Anatomy.  Dr.  Cobb  possesses  every  quality  desirable  in  a  teacher — a 
minute  and  practical  knowledge  of  his  subject — skill  and  industry  in  his 
profession — a  dear,  impressive,  and  brilliant  style  of  delivery — and  an 
enthusiasm  for  his  favorite  science,  which  is  a  sure  earnest  of  his  attain- 
ing to  yet  greater  eminence  and  usefulness.  As  a  lecturer,  scientific 
men  travelling  in  Europe  pronounce  him  equal  to  Faraday,  one  of  the 
most  gifted  men  of  the  age. 

"  Dr.  Yandell,  the  late  distinguished  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the 
Transylvania  Medical  College,  has  been  transferred  to  the  chair  of  Ma- 
teria Mtdica  in  the  Louisville  Institute.  His  tame  as  a  popular  and  suc- 
cessful teacher  is  already  established  throughout  the  country  upon  a  basis 
too  firm  to  be  shaken.  A  few  years  since,  he  was  elevated  to  the 
Chemical  chair  of  the  JMedical  College  at  Le.xington,  and  from  a  very 
low  condition  raised  that  chair  to  its  proper  standard  in  the  estimation  of 
the  classes.  His  rooms  were  filled  with  students,  who,  imbibing  from 
the  Professor  a  portion  of  his  zeal  and  enthusiasm,  became  devoted  to 
the  science.  His  cultivation  of  mind,  devotion  to  medical  philosophy,  an 
ardent  and  zealous  desire  to  extend  the  benefits  of  science,  are  sure 
guarantees,  that,  in  the  new  field  presented  to  him,  he  will  prove  an  able 
and  successful  teacher.  What  his  abilities  have  already  enabled  him  to 
accomplish,  is  but  an  earnest  of  the  future. 

"  Dr.  Flint,  Professor  of  Surgery.,  brings  with  him  a  high  reputation 
from  Boston,  in  which  city  he  has  been  distinguished.  To  his  profes- 
sional skill,  he  adds  the  graces  of  a  finished  education,  the  ready  and 
elegant  use  of  his  pen,  and  a  polished  elocution — qualities  not  always 
found  in  the  practical  surgeon. 

"  Dr.  JMii.ler,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  Wome7i  and 
Children,  is  one  of  the  most  esteemed  and  popular  physicians  of  our  city. 
He  was  one  of  the  earliest  graduates  of  Transylvania,  and  while  a  pupil 
gave  promise  of  the  powers,  with  which  he  has  since  shown  himself  to  be 
liberally  endowed.  He  was  first  selected  from  among  all  the  gifted 
young  physicians  of  the  West  as  the  one  most  eminently  qualified  to  be- 
come Adjunct  Professor  of  Anatomy  in  the  Transylvania  school.  Dr. 
Miller  is  a  man  of  vigorous  mind,  extensive  professional  attainments,  a 
ready  and  forcible  writer,  and  no  doubt  will  soon  become  a  popular 
teacher. 

"Dr.  Locke,  Professor  of  Chemistry.,  is  also  of  the  Medical  College  of 
Ohio.  He  is  justly  ranked  among  the  first  of  American  Chemists,  as 
well  for  his  profound  knowledge  of  the  science,  as  his  dexterity  in  manipu- 
lation and  in  the  improvement  of  its  apparatus. 

"  Such  is  the  Faculty  to  which  the  Board  have  entrusted  the  manage- 
ment of  our  infant  Institution,  and  we  think  the  most  sceptical  must  now 
banish  all  misgivings  as  to  its  speedy  and  complete  success.  We  repeat, 
what  we  have  often  had  cause  to  assert,  that  Louisville  is  the  point 
towards  which  the  eyes  of  medical  men  throughout  the  Valley  of  the 
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Mississippi  are  turned,  as  the  site  for  the  Great  Medical  School  of 
THE  West.  It  is  the  point  which  concentrates  the  greatest  number  of 
advantages — the  most  accessible — growing  to  be  the  largest — abounding 
in  all  the  facilities  for  teaching  pradical  medicine  in  all  its  departments 
and  modes — with  means  of  subsistence  as  cheap  as  any  of  its  sister 
cities — and,  finally,  with  a  spirit  of  liberal  enterprise  in  which  the  Medi- 
cal School  has  been  more  munificently  endowed  than  any  similar  institu- 
tion throughout  our  history  as  a  nation." 


Fiske  Medical  Prize  Questions. — The  following  are  the  questions  pro- 
posed to  the  members  of  the  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society,  by  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  Fiske  Fund,  the  dissertations  to  be  forwarded  on  or  before 
the  first  of  May  next.  The  premium  is  ffty  dollars,  or  a  gold  medal  of 
that  value. 

Question  1st. — "  What  are  the  causes  and  nature  of  that  disorder,  inci- 
dent to  puerperal  women,  characterized  by  inflammation,  and  ulceration 
of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  mouth  and  fauces,  anorexia,  emaciation, 
and  diarrhoea,  and  which  frequently  terminates  fatally  ;  and  what  is  the 
best  mode  of  treatment  to  be  employed  therein  ?" 

Question  2nd. — "  What  are  the  causes,  nature  and  best  mode  of  treat- 
ment of  Scarlatina  Jlnginosa  ?" 

We  have  received  the  manuscript  of  Dr.  King's  essay  on  cholera 
infantum,  which  obtained  the  premium  for  the  present  year,  and  shall 
commence  its  publication  hi  the  Journal  very  shortly. 


Diseases  of  China. — The  latitude  of  China  being  without  the  tropics,  it  is 
fully  as  salubrious,  and  by  nq,  means  so  changeable,  says  a  resident  mis- 
sionary, as  England.  At  Canton,  the  summers  are  hot  and  oppressive, 
but  the  winters  are  cool  and  refreshing.  In  the  north  of  China,  even  in 
the  heat  of  summer,  no  inconvenience  is  experienced,  and  the  thermome- 
ter in  winter  is  frequently  below  zero.  No  particular  diseases  are  indi- 
genous to  the  Celestial  Empire,  and  a  resident  on  its  shores  has  nothing 
to  dread  beyond  the  common  ills  of  life,  while  many  repair  thither  for  the 
benefit  of  health.  The  JMalayan  Archipelago,  though  situated  between 
the  tropics  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  line,  is  yet,  on  account  of  its  insular 
situation  and  the  daily  land  and  sea  breezes,  comparatively  cool.  Even 
Batavia,  denominated  the  grave  of  Europeans,  is  decidedly  more  healthy 
than  any  of  the  Indian  Presidencies. 


Death  in  the  Candle  ! — Some  "  new  composition  candles,"  which  have 
lately  been  much  used  in  London,  have  been  found  to  contain  arsenic. 
In  consequence  of  a  garlic  odor  being  noticed  immediately  after  they 
were  extinguished,  several  were  procured  from  different  venders  by  Dr. 
Everitt,  and  the  condensed  smoke  given  out  during  their  burning  was 
collected  and  analyzed,  and  in  every  instance  this  metal  was  detected. 
The  quantity  contained  in  each  candle  was  estimated  to  be  four  grains. 
It  was  probably  used  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  candles  a  better  ap- 
pearance, and  preventing  the  melted  fat  I'rom  crystallizing  as  it  cools. 
The  effects,  in  a  crowded  room,  with  a  dozen  of  these  candles  burning, 
would  probably  be  serious,  and  similar  to  those  produced  by  arsenic  in 
the  stomach. 
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Secale  Cormdum  in  Hemorrhages. — Several  cases  are  related  in  a  late 
German  journal,  in  which  the  ergot  of  rye  was  eniployed  successfully  in 
arresting  hemorrhage  from  the  lungs,  the  stomach  and  uterus.  The 
author  states  that  two  thirds  of  the  patients  who  were  treated  with  it, 
were  quickly  restored  to  health.  If  given,  he  says,  below  five-grain 
doses,  the  ergot  produces  little  or  no  effect  ;  and  if  the  doses  are  carried 
above  eight  grains,  it  soon  gives  rise  to  more  or  less  narcotism.  He  also 
states,  in  contradiction  to  the  experience  of  a  writer  in  the  Boston  Medi- 
cal and  Surgical  Journal  a  tew  years  since,  that  the  powder,  which  he 
considers  more  efficacious  than  the  decoction,  loses  a  great  share  of  its 
efficacy  after  being  kept  more  than  twelve  months. 


Jlcarus  Scabiei. — Next  week  we  shall  insert  in  the  Journal  a  novel 
article  by  Dr.  Charles  Gordon,  of  this  city,  on  the  itch  insect,  which  he 
has  recently  examined,  and  which  he  can  very  satisfactorily  exhibit  to 
any  gentleman  who  wishes  to  gratify  his  curiosity  in  actually  seeing  the 
true  cause  of  the  disease,  vulgarly  denominated  itch,  and  who  will  call  at 
the  Skin  Infirmary,  No.  4  Winter  Street. 


Deleuze's  Practical  Instruction  in  Animal  Magnetism,  is  a  very  exciting 
little  work,  translated  by  Thomas  C.  Hartshorn,  of  Providence.  A  page 
will  hereafter  be  devoted  to  a  further  notice.  In  the  mean  time,  being 
on  sale,  we  recommend  it  to  the  candid  perusal  of  the  profession. 


Recovery  from  Hydrophobia. — On  Tuesday,  the  oth  curt.,  a  bheestee 
(water-carrier),  who  had  been  bitten  three  weeks  before  in  the  leg  by  a 
mad  dog,  was  carried  to  the  native  hospitf\i^  Ceylon,  about  three  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  with  the  symptoms  of  hyd/ophobia  strongly  upon  him. 
He  was  immediately  bled  to  the  extent  qf  forty  ounces.  The  symptoms 
of  the  disease  yielded  in  succession  as  the  blood  flowed  ;  and  before  the 
vein  was  closed  he  stretched  out  his  hand  for  a  cup  of  water,  and  calmly 
drank  it  off,  though  the  mere  approach  of  water  hut  a  few  minutes  before 
had  thrown  him  into  convulsions.  After  the  bleeding  he  lay  down  on  a 
cot,  fell  asleep,  and  continued  so  for  nearly  two  hours.  When  he  awoke 
the  symptoms  of  the  disease  were  threatening  to  return  ;  another  vein 
was  then  opened,  and  eight  ounces  more  of  blood  were  taken  away, 
which  so  completely  subdued  the  disease  that  he  has  not  had  a  symptom 
of  it  since. 


Iodine  in  Mercurial  Salivation. — Salivation  had  been  produced  in  two 
children,  during  their  convalescence,  by  mercury  wJiich  had  been  admin- 
istered on  account  of  inflammation  of  the  brain.  To  remedy  the  saliva- 
tion, iodine  was  employed  ;  and,  after  its  first  two  doses,  the  peculiar 
smell  of  the  mouth  disappeared,  the  flow  of  sailva  diminished,  the  pains 
became  alleviated,  and  the  aspect  of  the  ulcers  in  the  mouth  was  improved. 
The  children  were  five  and  seven  years  of  age.  The  iodine  was  discon- 
tinued before  any  of  its  peculiar  symptoms  were  produced.  INI.  Klose 
thinks  iodine  of  value  in  such  cases  ;  and,  as  the  remedies  with  which  we 
are  at  present  ac(]uaintcd  appear  to  possess  but  little  influence  over  mer- 
curial salivation,  when  it  is  once  established,  a  new  remedy  which  prom- 
ises fairly  is  worthy  of  all  acceptation. — Medicinische  Zeitiing. 


Medical  Miscellany .  99 

Miscellany. — At  a  meeting  of  the  faculty,  held  on  the  1st  inst.,  Dr. 
Dunbar  was  unanimously  elected  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  Washing- 
ton Medical  College,  of  Baltimore,  in  place  of  Dr.  J.  P.  IVIettauer,  who 
had  resigned. — In  the  University  ol"  V^irginia,  the  lectures  will  commence 
on  the  sixth  of  November.  The  faculty  remain  as  they  were  the  last 
season. — The  accounts  of  cholera  from  Sicily  and  Naples  are  frightful. 
Trade  and  commerce  were  prostrated,  though  our  advices  by  the  last  arri- 
val state  that  the  violence  of  the  disease  was  abating  a  little.  Five  hun- 
dred persons  had  died  in  a  day  at  Palermo.  It  is  believed  that  the  mor- 
tality in  that  city,  by  cholera,  had  been  19,000  from  the  15th  of  June  to 
the  15th  of  July. — John  F.  JMay,  M.D.,  has  been  appointed  to  the  pro- 
fessorship of  Surgery  in  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of 
Maryland. — Dr.  llale,  of  Washington,  operated,  a  few  days  since,  on 
the  knee  joint  of  a  young  lady  of  Alexandria — taking  oil'  an  enormous 
wen,  which  weighed  seven  pounds.  The  worst  of  the  whole  was,  the 
operation  lasted  two  hours. — Drs.  Harvey,  Cuyler,  and  Heiskell,  were  at 
Louisville  a  shoit  time  since,  "in  the  capacity  of  commissioners  for  select- 
ing and  locating  a  national  marine  hospital  on  the  western  waters. — Re- 
cent intelligence  from  New  Orleans,  represents  the  annual  scourge  of 
that  city,  yellow  fever,  to  be  not  only  very  rife,  but  uncommonly  fatal. 
Having  many  enterprising  personal  friends  residing  there,  we  never  re- 
ceive either  a  letter  or  paper  from  New  Orleans,  without  fear  and  trem- 
bling, lest  there  should  be  an  announcement  of  the  death  of  some  one  in 
whom  we  are  deeply  interested.  Fully  persuaded  as  we  were  of  the  cor- 
rectness of  Dr.  Barton's  declaration  in  relation  to  the  cause  of  the  devel- 
opment of  this  terrifying  disease  in  that  place,  we  begin  to  think  it  is 
safer  to  be  out  of  the  way  of  it,  than  to  attempt  a  residence  where  its 
activity  is  so  notorious. — On  the  passage  of  a  British  emigrant  ship,  lately 
bound  to  Australasia,  with  Ii^h  passengers,  tifty-six  died  on  the  voyage, 
of  ship  fever.  After  the  aryval'vof  the  vessel  in  port,  upwards  of  one 
hundred  persons,  including  t'h^  surgeon,  were  affected  with  the  same 
fever. — The  Committee  aa  Prize  Questions,  in  the  New  York  State 
Medical  Society,  have  awarded  the  prize  to  Benjamin  W.  3IcCready, 
M.D.,  ofNew  York. 

To  CoRRESPo.NDENTS. — A  Correspondent  has  favored  the  Journal  with  an  inge- 
nious paper,  in  which  he  believes  he  has  solved  the  problem,  how  those  under  the 
influence  of  animal  magnetism  are  enabled  to  perceive  objects  beyond  the  sphere 
of  ordinary  vision.  It  will  probably  be  inserted  next  week. — Several  other  papers 
are  on  file  for  insertion. — On  further  consideration,  we  think  it  inexpedient  to 
publish  the  communication  of"  Medicus,"  received  some  time  since,  and  to  which 
allusion  has  before  been  made,  even  with  the  writer's  name.  It  would  contribute, 
we  are  inclined  to  believe,  neither  to  his  own  credit  nor  that  of  the  Journal.  VV5 
should  be  glad  to  hear  from  the  writer  on  some  other  topic. — The  article  signed 
"Amicus''  would  not  probably  interest  many  of  our  readers,  though  a  part  of  it 
may  hereafter  be  inserted.     The  author  can  furnish  something  much  better. 

C^  Messrs.  Carey  &,  Hart,  booksellers,  Philadelphia,  are  authorized  to  receive 
money  due  for  the  Medical  Journal. 

Died, — At  Bonny,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  Dr.  T.  II.  Woodward,  Naval  Surgeon 
in  the  English  Ser\'ice,  late  of  Dublin,  aged  29.— At  Manchester,  Mi.  (murdered) 
Dr.  Ralney. 

iptiun,  5 — 
dysentery. 
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COLLEGE   OF   PHYSICIANS    AND   SURGEONS  of  the  Western  District— Fairfield,  Herkimer 
county,  N.  Y. — The  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Tuesday  in   October, 
and  continue  sixteen  weeks.     The  lectures  will  be  delivered  as  follows. 
On  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by  -----         -  James  Hadley,  M.D. 

On  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  .  -  -  .        .  James  McXAUGHrojj,  M.D. 

On  Materia  Aledica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  -  -  T.  Romevn  Beck,  M.D. 

On  the  Practice  of  Physic  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  by  John  Uelamateb,  M.D. 
On  Surgery  and  Obstetrics,  by  -  -  -  -  -  Reuben  D.  Mussey,  M.D. 

The  advanced  age  and  increasing  infirmities  of  Professor  Willbughby,  President  of  the  College, 
will  hardly  allow  him  to  lecture  during  the  ensuing  term,  and  the  course  formerly  given  by  him  will 
therefore  be  given  by  Professor  Mussey. 

Price  of  tickets  for  the  svhole  course,  $56.  The  professors  are  provided  with  ample  collections  to 
illustrate  their  lectures,  and  every  facility  is  aflbrded  for  the  practical  acquisition  of  the  profession. 

The  board  is  as  low,  if  not  lower,  :han  in  any  other  village  in  the  State.  Additional  information, 
if  needed,  may  be  obtained  by  applying  to  any  of  the  professors.  JAMES  HADLEY.  Register. 

Aug.  10—41 

MEDICAL    SCHOOL   OF   HARVARD    UNIVERSITY. 

THE  Medical  Lectures  in  Harvard  University  will  begin  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  November,  in 
JIason  street,  Boston,  at  9   o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  continue  thirteen  weeks.     For  the" following  four 
weeks,  the  Hospital  and  Dissecting  room  will  be  kept  open,  and  some  Lectures  will  be  given,  with- 
out additional  expense,  to  such  students  as  may  remain. 
The  following  Courses  of  Lectures  will  be  delivered  to  the  class  of  the  ensuing  season.        Fees. 
Anatomy,  and  the  Operations  of  Surgery,  by  John  G.  Warren,  M.D.  $15 

Chemistry,  by  John  W.  Webster,  M.D.  15 

Midwifery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  Walter  Channing,  M.D.  10 

Materia  Medica  and  Clinical  Medicine,  by  Jacob  Bigelow,  M.D.  ,  10 

Principles  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  by  Geo.  Hayward,  M.D.  10 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  John  VVare,  M.D.  15 

By  an  additional  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  the  ojiportunities  for  the  study  of  Prac- 
tical Anatomy  are  now  placed  upon  the  most  liberal  footing,  and  an  ample  supply  of  subjects  for  the 
wants  of  science  will  be  legally  provided  at  a  small  expense. 

The  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  is  open  without  fee  to  students  attending  the  Lectures  of  the 
physicians  and  surgeons.  Clinical  Lectures  are  given  several  times  in  each  week,  and  surgical  opera- 
tions are  frequent. 

To  the  Medical  College  is  attached  a  Medical  Library,  a  costly  5nd  extensive  Chemical  Apparatus, 
and  Collections  illustrative  of  Midwifery,  Materia  Medica,  and  Healthy  and  Morbid  Anatomy. 

WALTER  CHANNING, 
Boston,  July  5,  1837.  tNov.  1.  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine. 

TO   MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

The  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  in  all  the  branches  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery.  A  suitable  room  will  be  provided,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  medical 
library,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  thCjiiiitricl^s.  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  Eye 
and  Ear  Infirmary,  and  of  attending  a  course  of  lectuy^^n  tl^  diseases  of  the  eye. 

A  regular  course  of  recitations  and  exitininations  \v/m  intMule  :ill  the  required  professional  works. 
Anatonical  instruction  and  private  dissection  wi|f§;ujl^  prominent  part  in  the  study  of  the  pupils. 
For  further  information,  appiv  to  eitherof  the  subscribers.- ^  •  JOHN  JEFFRIES,  M.D. 

R.  W.  HOOPER,  M.D. 
Franklin  Street,  J^ov.  9,  183G.  July  19— 6m*  JOHN  H.  DIX,  M.D. 

MEDICAL   INSTITUTION   OF   YALE   COLLEGE. 

THE  course  of  Medical  Instruction  in  Yale  College  begins  on  Thursday,  Nov.  2d,  1837,  and  it  con- 
tinues seventeen  weeks.     The  several  branches  are  taught  as  follows,  viz  : 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by     -        -        -  Thomas  Hubbard,  M.D. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by  .        .        .      Eli  Ives,  M.D. 

Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by  -        -        .        -  Benjamin  Silliman,  M.D.  and  LL.  D. 

Materia  .Sledica  and  Therapeutics,  by         -        -        -     William  Tullv,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  ....  Jonathan  Knight,  M.D. 

Obstetrics,  by        ---.....      Timothy  P.  Beers,  M.D. 
The  matriculation  fee  and  contingent  bill  are  $7..50  ;  the  fees    for  Chemistry,  Anatomy,  Surgery, 
Materia  Medica,  and  Theory  and  Practice,  are  $12.50  each;  and  for  Obstetrics,  $6 — amounting  to 
$70  — the  whole  to  be  paid  in  advance.     The  graduation  fee  is  $15. 

Yale  College,  Sept.  1,  1837.  Sept.  13— 6t 

TO   MEDICAL   STUDENTS. 

11.  .\.  DEWAR,  M.I),  intends  forming  a  class  t'or  the  study  of  Dentistry,  in  every  branch.  The  num- 
ber will  be  limited,  and  each  student  will  have  an  opportunity  of  becoming  practically  acquainted 
with  all  the  operations  and  manipulntiniis  requisite.  Dr.  I),  has  provided  a  latjje  and  coniinodious 
work-room  for  their  exclusive  use.  Further  particulars  may  be  learned  by  calling  r  n  Dr.  Dewar,  No 
1  .Montgomerv  Place.  tf— Oct.  19 

Botl.in,  Or. I.  7,  ls;W. 
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LIGATURE   OF.  THE   ARTERIA    INNOMINATA. 

[The  London  Lancet,  lor  June  17  and  July  15,  contains  an  interesting 
account  of  a  case  of  aneurism  of  the  subclavian  artery  treated  by  ligature 
of  the  arteria  innominata.  This  dangerous  operation,  which  was  unsuc- 
cessful, was  performed  by  Mr.  Lizars,  at  the  Edinburgh  Royal  Infirmary. 
The  following  is  an  abridged  account  of  it,  with  the  post-mortem  appear- 
ances.] 

Alexander  Duncan,  aged  30,  a  carter,  admitted  May  2S,  1837.  Fif- 
teen months  ago  he  met  with  a  fall,  and  again  another  fall,  on  the  elbow, 
eleven  months  since,  which  led,  six  weeks  ago,  to  the  appearance  of  a 
small  pulsating  tumor,  above  the  clavicle,  indicating  aneurism  of  the 
subclavian  artery,  for  which  Mr.  Lizars  determined  on  tying  the  arteria 
innominata.  The  operator  having  arrived  at  the  innominata,  an  aneurism 
needle  was  carried  round  it,  from  the  right  side,  upwards,  towards  the 
trachea  ;  the  ligature  was  seized,  and  the  artery  tied.  The  haemorrhage 
during  the  proceeding  amounted  to  about  two  ounces. 

The  patient  was  examined  about  two  hours  after  the  operation,  and 
did  not  [)resent  any  unfavorable  symptoms,  excepting  some  pain  in  the 
course  of  the  carotid  and  brachial  arteries,  and  at  about  the  elbow  joint, 
which,  towards  evening,  were  attended  by  pain,  on  inspiration,  in  the 
right  side  of  the  chest.  The  pulse  was  full,  and  varied  from  74  to  78. 
The  pulsation  in  the  tumor  was  completely  suspended  by  the  ligature  of 
the  innominata. 

June  1.  On  the  day  after  the  operation  the  patient  felt  somewhat 
easy.  The  head  is  free,  and  a  sense  of  suffocation,  which  has  tormented 
him  during  the  night,  has  gone  off'.  He  slept  in  the  morning  for  a  couple 
of  hours,  and  passed  the  rest  of  the  day  without  accident.  The  wound 
looked  well. 

3.  The  pulsation  returned  in  the  tumor,  and  a  small  quantity  of  blood 
distilled  fro(n  the  wound.  The  face  seemed  flushed,  and  the  patient 
complained  of  the  heat  of  the  weather. 

4.  The  pulsation  in  the  tumor  (which  feels  quite  hard)  has  disap- 
peared. He  has  passed  three  copious  evacuations,  and  is  free  from  un- 
easiness.    Pulse  110,  soft. 

6.  Patient  progressing  favorably.     No  accident  has  occurred. 
June  8,  nine  days  from  the  operation.     Passed  a  good  night,  and  feels 
quite  easy  ;  bowels  regular ;  tongue  moist,  and  almost  clean  :  pulse  96, 
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and  soft;  skin  cool  and  moist;   passed  about  two.  pounds  of  urine  last 
night,  and  the  same  quantity  was  drawn  off  this  morning. 

9.  Slept  well  all  night,  and  has  no  particular  complaint.  The  wound 
looks  well,  and  has  nearly  healed  ;  it  is  discharging  thick,  healthy  pus. 
Tongue  still  furred,  but  [noist ;  pulse  96  ;  skin  cool  ;  appetite  good. 
Took  a  little  chicken  soup  with  relish.     Does  not  complain  of  thirst. 

10.  Slept  well,  and  feels  quite  easy  this  morning.  Still  requires  to 
have  his  urine  drawn  off  in  the  morning.  Pulse  92,  soft ;  tongue  very 
nearly  clean  ;  skin  cool,  appetite  good. 

11.  Passed  a  good  night,  and  is  in  all  respects  the  same  as  yesterday. 
Two  pounds  and  a  half  of  urine  drawn  off. 

12.  Did  not  sleep  so  well  as  usual;  perspiring  a  great  deal.  Com- 
plains of  slight  nausea.  Tongue  furred  ;  pulse  100.  Has  had  two  stools 
since  yesterday. 

13.  Passed  rather  a  restless  night.  Complains  much  of  thirst.  Pulse 
100;  tongue  furred,  and  rather  dry  ;  skin  cool  and  moist;  bowels  regu- 
lar; still  complains  of  nausea;  three  pounds  of  urine  were  drawn  off. 
Habeat  q.  pr.  calomel,  3  grains. 

Vespere. — The  calomel  has  operated  three  times.  Vomited  a  good 
deal  of  bilious-looking  stuff.  Nausea  gone;  pulse  110.  Feels  more 
comfortable  than  he  did  in  the  morning. 

14.  Passed  a  good  night,  and  has  no  particular  complaint.  Tongue 
much  cleaner;  skin  cool  and  moist;  very  little  thirst ;  bowels  regular ; 
appetite  good.     Passed  two  pounds  of  urine. 

15.  Passed  a  good  night.  Feels  better  than  he  has  done  for  the  last 
two  days.  Pulse  96,  and  soft ;  tongue  almost  clean.  Takes  beef-tea 
with  relish ;  has  had  some  weak  bitter  table-beer.  The  wound  has 
healed,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  sinus,  which  is  discharging  healthy 
pus  in  a  moderate  quantity,  and  which,  it  is  presumptive,  communicates 
with  the  ligature.     Bowels  regular ;  skin  cool  and  moist. 

16.  Urine  still  requires  to  be  drawn  off  every  morning.  Three  pounds 
of  urine  were  drawn  off  to-day.     In  all  respects  the  same  as  yesterday. 

Vespere,  7,  P.  M.  On  dressing  the  wound  the  knot  of  the  ligature 
was  found  amongst  the  pus.  (At  the  operation  both  ends  of  the  ligature 
were  cut  away.) 

June  17.  11,  A.  M.  Passed  rather  a  restless  night,  and  at  present 
complains  of  slight  pain  in  the  right  side,  and  difficulty  of  breathing, 
which  is  much  increased  on  taking  a  full  inspiration  ;  face  flushed  ;  pulse 
120,  full;  skin  hot  and  dry;  tongue  slightly  loaded  and  dry;  counte- 
nance anxious ;  great  thirst ;  during  the  morning  has  been  troubled  with 
nausea  and  diarrhoea;  urine  passed  naturally  this  morning.  Apply  fif- 
teen leeches  to  the  painful  part.  Three  grains  of  calomel,  one  grain 
tartr.  of  antimony  in  an  ounce  of  water.     A  table-spoonful  every  hour. 

1,  P.  M.  Leeches  bled  freely,  with  considerable  relief;  sinapism  to 
the  side. 

4,  P.  M.  Pain  of  side  and  difficulty  of  breathing  gone  ;  feels  much 
easier  in  every  respect ;  diarrhcea  nearly  ceased. 

10,  P.  M.    Feels  quite  easy  at  present;  pulse  120,  but  soft;  diarrhoea 
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wone  ;  skin  cooler,  and  more  moist ;  countenance  not  so  anxious ;  slill 
com|)lains  of  thirst. 

June  IS.  11,  A.  M.  Passed  a  quiet  night,  and  slept  well ;  feels  quite 
easy  about  the  chest  and  side  ;  Hice  less  flushed  :  pulse  1 16,  soft ;  skin 
moist  ;  a  good  deal  of  thirst  and  nausea  ;  diarrhoea  returned  ;  urine 
naturally  evacuated.  Toast  and  tea  for  breakfast,  with  relish.  Efferv. 
powder  every  hour. 

6,  P.  M.  Diarrhoea  still  troublesome;  nausea  subsided;  pulse  112, 
soft;  skin  cool  and  moist.  Anodyne  lavement  with  50  drops  of  lauda- 
num.    Omit  the  tartr.  of  antimony. 

9,  P.  M.  No  motion  since  last  report ;  feels  quite  easy  ;  skin  dry  ; 
pulse  1 IG.  Powder  of  ipecac,  with  opium,  12  grains  ;  extract  of  opium, 
1  grain. 

June  19.  7,  A.  M.  Has  slept  well  all  night;  no  return  of  diarrhoea; 
awoke  this  morning  at  seven  with  a  severe  fit  of  dry  coughing,  which 
caused  hasmorrhaiie  to  take  place  from  the  wound.  It  was  easily  com- 
manded with  the  finger,  until  a  narrow  strip  of  lint  was  stuffed  into  the 
wound,  and  a  compress  placed  above  it.  About  eight  ounces  of  blood 
were  lost.     Pulse  110,  fluttering;  countenance  anxious;  skin  dry. 

12  o'clock.  No  return  of  haemorrhage;  tongue  furred;  pulse  120, 
strong  and  irregular.  Bloodletting  to  20  ounces  at  once.  R.  Extract 
of  belladonna,  one-sixth  of  a  grain  ;  aromatic  powder,  q.  s. ;  one  pill 
every  two  hours. 

4,  P.  M.  No  more  haemorrhage  ;  pulse  reduced  in  strength,  but  not  in 
quickness;  blood  drawn,  much  cupped  and  buffed;  countenance  still 
anxious  ;  bowels  once  opened  ;  cough  harassing.  R.  Extract  ol  bella- 
donna, one-third  of  a  grain;  aromatic  powder,  q.  s. ;  a  pill  every  two 
hours.  R.  Tincture  of  digitalis,  10  drops;  tincture  of  hyoscyamus, 
20  drops;  to  be  taken  in  a  cup  of  water  every  second  hour. 

10,  P.  M.  Slight  oozing  of  blood,  which  was  easily  stopped  by  a 
little  pressure  for  a  few  minutes  ;  skin  hot  and  dry.  Dover's  powder,  10 
grains  ;  opium,  1  grain.     To  be  taken  at  once. 

June  20.  Noon.  Passed  a  restless  night ;  no  return  of  haemorrhage  ; 
passed  his  urine  voluntarily ;  bowels  open.  Took  tea  and  toast  for 
breakfast.  Pulse  120,  soft.  Continue  the  medicines.  Belladonna  plas- 
ter to  the  sternum. 

6,  P.  M.  Haemorrhage  commenced  at  5  o'clock,  P.  M.,  which  was 
easily  commanded  by  pressure  upon  the  wound,  and  entirely  stopped  by 
the  introduction  of  lint.  The  quantity  of  blood  lost  did  not  exceed  four 
ounces.  Pulse  96,  soft ;  skin  cool,  but  dry.  Dover's  powder,  12  grains  ; 
opium,  gr.  jss.  at  once. 

June  21.  2,  A.  M.  Has  taken  some  tea  and  toast;  slept  from  10, 
P.  M.,  until  half  past  12;  feels  perfectly  easy;  skin  cool  and  moist; 
pulse  106,  soft;  haemorrhage  again  took  place  at  a  quarter  past  one, 
A.  M. ;  the  external  bleeding  ceased  on  inserting  an  additional  piece  of 
lint.  The  quantity  of  blood  lost  at  this  time  would  be  between  two  and 
three  ounces,  but  it  was  evident  that  there  was  internal  fucinorrhage, 
from  the  tumefaction  of  the  neck,  and  occasional  spitting  of  mouthfuls  of 
blood,  accompanied   with   frequent   cough,  and   considerable   dyspnoea. 
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The  dyspnoea  gradually  increased  until  half  past  one,  A.  M.,  when  death 
closed  the  scene,  on  the  twenty-first  day  after  the  operation. 

Inspeciio  cadaveris.  This  had  to  be  done  privately  and  hurriedly, 
which  must  account  for  the  brevity  of  the  description.  The  wound  of 
the  neck  was  extended  in  every  direction,  and  the  thoracic  cavity  opened, 
when  there  appeared  about  twenty  ounces  of  coagulated  blood  at  the 
root  of  the  neck  and  upper  part  of  the  right  bag  of  the  pleura,  the  apex 
of  the  right  lung  being  pressed  down  in  its  cavity  by  the  blood,  for  there 
were  on  this  side  adhesions  throughout  the  pleura-pulmonalis  with  the 
pleura-costalis,  of  recent  formation.  The  lungs  of  this  side  were  apo- 
plectic and  softened.  There  were  old  adhesions  on  the  left  side,  but  the 
lungs  were  healthy. 

The  heart  and  arteries  were  healthy,  with  the  exception  of  the  tied 
point  of  the  arteria  innominata,  and  the  aneurismal  tumor  of  the  right 
subclavian.  The  point  of  deligation  shows  the  arteria  anonyma  separated 
a  little  in  consequence  of  the  bleeding,  and  there  is  some  coagulated 
blood  extending  a  very  short  way  into  the  aortic  portion  of  the  innomi- 
nata, and  upwards  into  the  right  carotid,  but  none  into  the  commence- 
ment of  the  subclavian.  The  vertebral  artery,  the  thyroid,  the  internal 
mammary,  and  the  transverse  cervical,  were  all  pervious  without  any 
coagula.  The  aneurismal  tumor  is  collapsed,  and  full  of  coagula,  as  also 
is  the  subclavian,  beyond  it. 

In  concluding  the  history  of  this  case  we  may  add,  that  Professor 
Lizars  is  now  inclined  to  believe,  that  a  plan  of  operation  more  likely  to 
succeed  in  a  similar  case  would  be  first  to  tie  the  subclavian  just  at  its 
origin  from  the  innominata,  and  then  to  tie  the  carotid  about  an  inch 
above  its  origin,  with  the  view  of  allowing  the  formation  of  an  internal 
coagulum. 


ANIMAL   MAGNETISM. 

[Communicated  for  the   Boston   jMedical  and   Surgical  Journal.] 

The  evidence  in  favor  of  Animal  Magnetism  accumulates  on  all  hands. 
Events,  which  have  lately  transpired  in  a  neighboring  city,  leave  to  Ridi- 
cule no  excuse  to  amuse  herself  with  facts,  which  reason  cannot  com- 
prehend. The  question  is  now,  not  how  to  change  the  laws  which  gov- 
ern human  belief,  but  to  show  how  these  surprising  phenomena  do  not 
contravene  anything  heretofore  known  of  the  functions  of  the  brain  and 
nervous  system  ; — a  necessity  the  more  imperious,  since,  if  the  obsolete 
notions  that  the  soul  leaves  the  body  and  wanders  through  the  earth,  as 
in  the  Stygian  shades,  be  revived,  as  there  is  reason  to  fear  from  the 
tenor  of  some  articles  in  the  periodical  press,  it  is  impossible  to  foresee 
what  may  be  the  consequences,  even  in  this  enlightened  age,  to  the  very 
constitution  of  civil  society. 

With  the  hope  of  removing  the  grounds  of  such  an  assumption,  and,  in 
some  degree,  of  obviating  other  dilliculiies  connected  with  this  subject, 
the  subjoined  observations  are  offered.  Whoever  is  disposed  to  examine 
them  attentively,  though  he  may  think  that  a  simpler  and  less  abstruse 
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method  might  be  taken  to  account  for  tlie  phenomena,  will  admit,  it  is 
believed,  both  that  the  conclusion  follows  directly  from  the  premises, 
while  the  premises  are  the  least  exceptionable  of  any  that  can  be 
adopted. 

Supposing  the  nervous  system  to  be  the  chief  medium  of  a  subtle  and 
elastic  Huid,  to  which  it  maintains  a  relation  analogous  to  that  which  ob- 
tains between  glass  or  any  transparent  medium  and  light,  regulating  its 
vibrations,  the  white  substance  serving  as  a  conductor,  and  the  grey  and 
white  together  serving  as  an  excitor,  when  stimulated  by  the  blood,  all 
the  phenomena  of  the  mind,  as  external  sensations,  internal  ideas,  and 
volitions,  may  be  as  readily  conceived  to  be  attended  with  an  undulatory 
motion  in  that  fluid,  as  any  other  state  of  the  brain.  This  ethereal  fluid 
would  then  constitute  the  mind  or  soul,  the  brain  being  in  all  animals  but 
the  material  condition  necessary  for  its  manifestation.  The  existence  of 
such  a  fluid  has  been  rendered  almost  certain  by  the  experiir.ents  of 
physiologists.  But  I  hope  it  will  not  be  considered  out  of  place  to  add 
here  a  few  considerations,  which  appear  to  me  new,  and  strongly  con- 
firmatory of  the  hypothesis. 

When  we  observe  the  iniage  formed  upon  the  retina  by  an  outward 
object,  we  are  led  to  infer  that  the  image,  thus  painted,  has  some  con- 
nection with  the  impression  produced  on  the  mind;  but  the  inversion  of 
the  image  overturns  the  hypothesis.  When  we  compare  the  eye  of  the 
eagle  with  the  eye  of  man,  in  order  to  discover  on  what  depends  the 
superiority  of  vision  of  the  first,  we  perceive  no  essential  difference,  ex- 
cept that  its  retina  consists  of  a  number  of  folds  or  lamella,  giving  it  a 
great  extent  of  surface,  compared  with  m.an's.  Nor  can  we  icnagine  a 
reason  for  this  structure,  on  the  supposition  of  the  image  impressed  on 
the  retina  being  the  cause  of  the  sensation  or  perception  of  the  outward 
object.  But  when  we  take  into  view  the  wonderful  efl'ects  produced  by 
the  galvanic  machine,  owing  simply  to  extent  of  surface  (supposed  to 
enable  it  to  accumulate  a  great  quantity  of  fluid),  by  supposing  a  sitnilar 
fluid  to  accumulate  on  the  retina,  the  harmony  between  the  structure  and 
function  of  the  part  is  evident.  One  class  of  philosophers  say  that  the 
mind  is  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  brain  ;  another,  that  it  is  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  and  depth  of  its  convolutions.  Both  assertions 
coincide  with  the  opinion  that  it  corresponds  with  the  extent  of  its 
superfices.* 

It  is  an  established  fact,  that  the  nervous  chords  of  sensation  and 
volition  increase  in  size  in  proportion  to  the  function  they  have  to  per- 
form in  different  animals,  and  in  different  parts  of  the  same  animal.  The 
brain,  the  organ  of  thought,  is  larger  in  man  in  proportion  to  the  nerves 
that  issue  from  it,  than  in  any  otlier  animal.  The  optic  nerve  is  the 
largest  in  the  human  body,  and  has  the  greatest  number  of  filamentous 
threads.  Man  is  the  most  thinking  animal,  and  vision  is  the  highest  and 
most  intellectual  of  the  senses.     VVhatever  sense  is  most  acute,  its  nerve 
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is  largest.  Where  muscular  action  is  strongest,  and  ofienest  called  into 
exercise,  tliere  the  muscular  nerves  are  largest.  JNovv  a  small  nerve  might 
transmit  an  idea,  sensation,  or  volition,  as  well  as  a  large  one,  for  any- 
thing that  we  can  see  to  the  contrary  ;  but  when  we  see  an  electro- 
magnet increase  in  power  according  to  the  number  of  wires  that  are 
wound  round  it  (fac  similes  of  nervous  filaments),  and  are  told  by  the 
natural  philosoplier  that  they  serve  to  accumulate  the  fluid,  the  adapta- 
tion for  a  similar  structure  in  the  nerves,  to  transmit  a  similar  fluid,  is 
obvious. 

Should  we  infer  that  this  was  the  true  function  of  the  nervous  tissue, 
our  inference  would  be  confirmed  by  the  fact  that  the  powers  of  the 
mind,  of  sensation,  and  muscular  action,  are  strengthened  by  being  tasked, 
as  the  strength  of  the  magnet  increases  by  having  weights  attached  to  it. 
This  fluid  may  also  vary  in  density,  as  well  as  quantity  ;  or  the  number 
of  particles  within  a  given  space  may  increase,  as  well  as  the  extent  of 
surface,  giving  rise  to  an  accumulation  of  the  fluid  of  the  same  density  ; 
and  if  so,  the  phenomena  would  correspond  with  the  effects  of  what  is 
called,  in  electricity  and  galvanism,  increased  intensity  and  increased 
quantity.  What  can  be  a  more  striking  evidence  of  the  circulation  of  a 
fluid. which,  if  its  existence  were  presumed,  would  be  invisible,  than  the 
state  of  Somnambulism  affords  ?  Here,  one  set  of  nerves  act  with  un- 
wonted energy,  while  another  are  almost  as  inert  as  dead  matter. 

Believing,  from  such  an  accumulation  of  evidence,  that  we  are  justi- 
fied in  assuming  this  hypothesis  as  a  ground  work  of  reasoning,  1  would 
now  proceed  to  show  how  far  it  is  necessary  to  presuppose  the  existence 
of  an  analogous  fluid  without,  and  will  first  refer  to  the  following  para- 
graphs from  Brewster's  work  on  Optics. 

"  In  the  undulatory  theory,  an  exceedingly  thin  and  elastic  medium, 
called  ether,  is  supposed  to  fill  all  space,  and  to  occupy  the  intervals  be- 
tween the  particles  of  all  material  bodies.  The  ether  must  be  so  ex- 
tremely rare  as  to  present  no  appreciable  resistance  to  the  planetary 
bodies  which  move  freely  through  it." 

"  The  particles  of  this  ether  are,  like  those  of  air,  capable  of  being  put 
into  vibrations  by  the  agitation  of  the  particles  of  matter,  so  that  waves 
or  vibrations  can  be  propagated  through  it  in  all  directions.  Within 
refracting  media  it  is  less  elastic  than  in  vacuo,  and  its  elasticity  is  less  in 
proportion  to  the  refractive  power  of  the  body." 

"  When  any  vibrations  or  undulations  are  propagated  through  this 
ether  and  reach  the  nerves  of  the  retina,  they  excite  the  sensation  of 
light,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  sensation  of  sound  is  excited  in  the 
nerves  of  the  ear  by  the  undulations  of  the  air." 

'•  Differences  of  color  are  supposed  to  arise  from  differences  in  the  fre- 
quency of  the  ethereal  vibrations."         *         *         *         * 

'•  The  theory  of  undulations  has  made  great  progress  in  modern  times, 
and  derives  such  powerful  support  from  an  extensive  class  of  phenomena, 
that  it  has  been  received  by  many  of  our  most  distinguished  philoso- 
phers." 

Every  step  made  in  the  progress  of  science  tends  farther  to  generalize 
the  laws  which  regulate  the  motions  and  affections  of  matter.     Gravita- 
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tion,  electricit}',  magnetism,  lii^lit,  heat,  chemical  attraction,  have  ap- 
proximated so  far  towards  unity,  that  it  is  easier  to  say  in  what  they 
resemble  each  other,  than  to  point  out  in  what  they  differ.  Laplace  de- 
mands but  a  plastic  etiier  to  mould  the  nebulous  matter,  floating  through 
space,  into  all  the  conditions  which  his  Celestial  Mechanics  require  for 
their  application  ;  while  lyamarck  and  Sir  Humphrey  Davy,  by  a  similar 
agency,  people  tlie  earth  with  all  the  forms  of  animate  and  inanimate 
matter. 

The  number  of  undulations  of  an  elastic  medium,  or  of  different  elastic 
media  impinging  on  each  other,  in  a  given  lime,  increases  in  propor- 
tion to  the  density  of  the  medium  ;  in  the  same  proportion,  the  extent  of 
each  undulation  diminishes.  If  the  undulations  of  a  fluid  in  immediate 
contact  with  the  retina,  of  which  37,610  occur  in  the  space  of  an  inch, 
and  453,000000,000000,  occur  in  a  second  of  time,*  create  the  sensa- 
tion of  redness,  the  density  of  the  undulating  fluid  without  the  eye  may 
diminish  indefinitely,  so  long  as  that  within  increases  in  the  same  ratio, 
and  tlie  same  number  of  undulations  be  made  by  the  one  medium  iin- 
pinging  on  the  other,  and  consequently  the  same  sensation  be  excited. 
What  is  true  of  one,  is  true  of  all  the  other  sensations. 

Now  if  we  suppose  that  ethereal  fluid,  which  Newton  thought  the 
cause  of  gravitation,  to  be  identical  with  that  which  Huygens  thought  the 
cause  of  light,  it  must  act  through  opaque  as  well  as  transparent  bodies; 
but  as  its  density  is  less  in  opaque  bodies,  or  its  undulatory  power  weak- 
ened, the  reason  why  it  exhibits  the  phenomena  of  light  in  one  case,  and 
the  phenomena  of  weight  in  another,  would  be,  because  the  number  of 
undulations  in  a  given  time  were  fewer  in  the  latter,  than  in  the  former 


*  The  following  Table,  given   by  Mr.  Herschel,  contains  the  principal   data  of  the 
undulatory  theory  : — 


Colors  of  the  Spectrum. 


Extreme  Red  - 

Red  -  -  - 
Intermcdiato    - 

Oranje  -  - 
Intermediate    - 

Yellow  -  - 
Intermediate    - 

Green  -  -  - 
Intermediate    - 

Blue  -  -  - 
Intermediate    - 

Indigo  -  -  - 
Intermediate    - 

Violet  -  -  - 
Extreme  Violet 


Lengths  of  an  Undu- 

Number of 

lation   in   parts    of 

Undulations 

an  Incli  in  Air. 

in  an  Incli. 
37040 

^  0.0()00'2t)G 

0.0000256 

39180 

0. 0000240 

40720 

0.0000240 

41(110 

0.0000235 

42510 

0.0000227 

44000 

0.0000210 

45000 

0.0(t002ll 

47460 

0.0000203 

49320 

O.OOOOl'JO 

51110 

0.0000 18!> 

52910 

0.0000185 

54070 

0.0000181 

5.5240 

0.0000174 

57490 

0  00001G7 

59750 

Number  of  Undulations  in 
a  Second.! 


458,000000,000000 
477,000000.000000 
495,000000,000000 
506,000000,000000 
517,01)0000,000000 
535,000000,000000 
555,0000' tO.OOOOOO 
577,fl0()()00,0()0000 
600,011(1(100.000000 
622.00(11)00,(1(10000 
64  4, 0( )(!()( 10, 000000 
658.000000.000000 
672^000000^000000 
699,000000,000000 
727,000000,000000 


*' From  this  Table,"  says  Mr.  Herschel,  "  wo  see  tiiat  the  sensibility  of  the  eye  is 
confined  within  much  narrower  limils  than  that  of  the  ear;  the  ratio  of  the  extreme  vi- 
brations being  nearly  1.58  :  1,  and  therefore  less  than  an  octave,  and  about  equal  to  a 
minor  sixth.  That  man  should  be  able  to  measure  with  certainty  such  minute  portions 
of  space  and  time,  is  not  a  little  wonderful  ;  for  it  may  be  ob.scrved,  whatever  theory  of 
light  we  adopt,  these  periods  and  tiiese  spaces  liave  a  real  existence,  being  in  fact  de- 
duced by  Newton  from  direct  measurements,  and  involving  nothing  hypothetical  but 
the  names  here  given  them."— Brewster's  Optics,  page  119. 

t  Taking  the  velocity  of  light  at  192,000  miles  per  second. 
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instance.  But  admitting  a  fluid  to  occupy  the  interstices  between  the 
particles  of  the  retina,  or  to  cover  its  surface,  on  which  the  ether  im- 
pinges in  its  vibrations,  giving,  rise  to  a  second  series  of  vibrations  on 
which  the  sensation  immediately  depends ;  ii  its  density  be  increased 
(as  we  beheve  takes  place  in  somnambulism),  the  number  ol  vibrations, 
as  we  have  seen,  will  be  inci eased  in  the  same  ratio,  and  there  is  no 
inconsistency  in  supposing  that  the  slow  undulatory  motion  of  gravitation 
without,  may  produce  that  precise  number  of  vibrations  within,  which 
excites  the  sensation  of  redness,  or  any  other  sensation.  Since,  then, 
gravitation  extends  from  Boston  to  Providence,  with  a  power  (like  the  law 
of  illumination)  inversely  as  the  square  of  40  miles,  when  it  is  asserted  that 
a  somnambulist  in  the  latter  place  has  the  panorama  of  our  city  before 
her,  and  can  direct  her  attention  to  any  part  she  chooses,  and  describe 
it  minutely,  the  fact  may  be  explained  by  combining  two  theories,  which, 
if  not  established,  are  at  least  regarded  as  the  most  plausible  in  physics 
and  physiology,  viz. :  that  which  assigns  light  and  gravitation  to  the 
undulations  of  a  fluid  pervading  all  space,  and  all  matter,  and  that  which 
supposes  a  similar  fluid  to  circulate  in  the  nervous  system  of  animals. 
For  by  the  nature  of  the  fluid  without,  its  undulatory  power  must  be 
diminished,  by  diminished  density,  or,  what  has  the  same  effect,  by  the 
irregular  collocation  of  the  particles  of  opaque  matter,  requiring,  to  pro- 
duce the  phenomena  of  light,  that  increased  density  and  consequent 
vibratory  power  of  the  fluid  within,  which  all  the  appearances  in  the 
state  of  somnambulism  compel  us  to  believe  actually  exist.  Tt  does  vio- 
lence to  no  established  law,  but  to  our  preconceived  notions.  And  it  is 
necessary  that  either  our  preconceived  notions  should  give  way,  or  a 
mass  of  evidence  be  rejected,  the  most  positive  and  authentic  in  kind, 
and  constantly  accumulating  in  degree. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  that  animal  magnetism  is  not  the  only 
subject  that  is  inexplicable  on  the  common  notions  of  the  animal  economv. 
An  extensive  variety  of  facts,  linked  together  under  the  terms  of  sympa- 
thy, of  fascination,  of  antipathy,  of  irritation  and  counter-irritation,  con- 
cerning wiiich  there  is  little  or  no  doubt  of  their  authenticity,  point  to 
the  nervous  system  as  the  source  of  some  unrevealed  mode  of  affection. 
Nor  should  hereditary  predisposition  be  ovei looked  in  this  connection  ; 
nor  even  the  question  of  embryotic  influences,  against  which  the  only 
substantial  argument  is  our  own  ideas  how  Nature  ought  to  demean  her- 
self in  our  presence,  rather  than  the  careful  and  humble  observation  of 
what  she  does.  These  words  are  but  general  terms,  and,  like  the  term 
inflammation,  are  expressive  of  something  that  lies  deeper.  As  they  are 
now  used,  they  convey  no  more  real  knowledge  than  do  the  names  of 
the  o^enera  of  plants,  of  their  projierties.  If  we  could  forget  these  ternis, 
when  reasoning  about  the  conditions  to  which  they  refer,  and  imagine 
the  nervous  chords  to  circulate  a  fluid,  for  which  their  structure  is  as 
strikingly  adapted  as  the  vascular  to  circulate  blood,  we  could  lose  nothing 
of  what  we  already  know,  and  m\s)n,  possib/i/,  learn  something  additional. 

Will  the  adoption  of  the  electro-galvanic  fluid  explain  these  mysteries? 
To  assert  that  it  will,  unerringly  and  iimncdiately,  would  perhaps  have 
no  other  effect  than  to  expose  one  to  ridicule.     The  reasoning  on  which 
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such  an  liypotliesis  must  rest,  is  very  complex  in  its  nature.  Facts  are 
abundant,  but  tlieir  relations  are  intricate.  Every  argument  must  be 
grounded,  not  on  certainty,  but  on  the  greater  probability.  And  at  first, 
it  will  be  next  to  impossible  to  make  due  allo\v;mce  for  disturbing  causes. 
Still,  an  approximation  may  be  made  towards  estiniating  its  bearing  on 
most,  if  not  all,  of  the  functions  of  the  animal  economy.  The  hetero- 
geneous mass  of  facts,  which  physiological  experiments,  as  well  as  pa- 
thology, have  of  late  years  brought  to  light,  can  be  simplified  and  reduced 
to  some  sort  of  order,  if  not  actually  reconciled,  by  this  view.  At  pre- 
sent, they  are  a  "  caput  mortuiim,^'  serving  no  other  purpose  than  to  per- 
plex and  disgust  the  student.  Wor  is  he  taught  to  regard  them  with  a 
clearer  or  more  favorable  eye,  by  the  disputes  and  not  unfrequent  recrimi- 
nations of  different  professors  of  the  healing  art,  even  in  the  same  college. 
What  can  afford  greater  evidence  of  the  want  of  a  more  comprehensive 
hypothesis  as  a  guide  to  their  researches? 

A  great  deal  of  ink  has  been  shed  to  prove  the  danger  of  theory  get- 
ting a-head  of  facts  ;  but  comparatively  little,  to  exhibit  the  evil  of  facts 
getting  a-head  of  theory.  And  if,  by  hasty  generalization.  Science  some- 
times gets  along  too  fast,  can  she  not,  from  want  of  it,  creep  at  too  slow 
a  rate?  Let  the  speculations  about  ghosts,  hobgoblins,  witchcraft,  dis- 
embodied spirits,  and  devils  at  sixes  and  sevens,  which  somnambulism  is 
calculated  to  revive,  if  its  phenomena  cannot  be  referred  to  natural  laws, 
answer  this  question. 

I  cannot  enlarge  on  these  points.  At  some  future  time  I  may  advance 
some  reasons,  why  what  is  called  the  manipulatory  process  of  magnetiza- 
tion is  neither  inconsistent  with  sound  philosophy,  nor  without  its  analogy 
in  other  sciences.  Before  closing  this  communication,  1  would,  however, 
add,  that  though  what  has  been  said  above  presupposes  the  fluid  to  exist 
in  the  nerves  only,  it  is  not  necessarily  confined  to  that  [lart  of  the  sys- 
tem. It  exists  in  all  the  solids  and  fluids  of  the  body,  the  nervous 
sustaining  to  the  other  tissues  some  such  relation  as  the  prime  conductor 
to  bodies  around  it,  or  as  transparent  to  opaque  bodies  in  optics, — a  me- 
dium for  greater  density  of  fluid,  and  greater  freedom  of  motion, — and 
the  fluid  itself  may,  like  the  cellular  tissue,  represent  the  image  of  the 
whole  body:  and  oscillating  from  within  outwards,  and  from  without 
inwards  (obeying,  in  these  motions,  the  laws  which  in  crystals  regulate 
reflection,  refraction,  he.  producing  so  many  interesting  phenomena), 
may  thus  be  the  secondary  agent,  in  the  hands  of  the  Creator,  of  the 
form  of  our  bodies  and  bodily  organs,  as  well  as  of  the  functions  of  the 
mind.  On  this  hypothesis  the  equilibrium  of  fluids  explains  those  ex- 
periments of  Magendie,  in  w  hich  the  crura  of  the  cerebrum  being  cut, 
the  animal  moves  forwards ;  the  crura  of  the  cerebellum,  backwards ; 
and  the  section  of  either  one  of  them  gives  a  tendency  to  a  lateral  mo- 
tion, it  may  serve  also  to  reconcile  the  views  of  Bell  and  Magendie  on 
the  one  hand,  and  Bellingeri  on  the  other,  in  regard  to  the  function  of 
the  anterior  and  posterior  columns  of  the  spinal  marrow.  It  accounts  for 
the  curvilinear  course  of  the  fibres  of  the  brain,  in  the  mutual  action  of 
counter-currents,  and  for  the  pons  varolii,  septum  lucidum,  fornix,  ma- 
millary eminences,  the  decussation  of  nerves ;  assigns  a  better  reason  for 
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the  ganglion,  or  the  posterior  chord  of  the  spinal  nerves,  than  any  hith- 
erto given  ;  and,  taking  the  beautiful  curves  exhibited  in  crystals  by 
polarized  light  as  the  analogical  starting  point,  it  tells  why  organized  be- 
ings are  rounded  in  form,  instead  of  angular.  In  tetanus,  palsy,  catalepsy, 
and  every  variety  of  nervous  disease,  it  will  be  found  to  go  far  towards 
explaining  wliat  heretofore  has  been  considered  inexplicable.  Any  one, 
at  his  leisure,  can  verify  these  statements.  It  is  sufficient  here  to  give 
thetn  without  tracing  each  individual  fact  to  its  relation  with  this  hypoilie- 
sis.  But  lest  it  might  seem,  at  first  view,  that  these  are  mere  assertions, 
made  without  due  examination,  I  will  dwell  for  a  moment  on  one,  which, 
both  on  account  of  its  intrinsic  beauty  and  because  it  occurred  to  the 
writer  as  an  after-thought,  may  be  considered  almost  as  a  crucial  experi- 
ment of  the  whole  theory. 

This  fluid,  it  is  supposed,  by  its  undulations  to  and  fro,  and  by  its  cur- 
rents and  counter-currents,  moving  through  the  particles  of  organized 
matter,  and  exerting  an  attraction  or  exciting  movement  among  them, 
disposes  them  in  the  forms  of  our  bodily  organs.  Now  let  us  imagine, 
after  the  optic  beds  and  corpora  striata  have  been  formed,  two  currents 
passing  horlzonlally  from  the  sides  of  the  brain  towards  the  centre,  on 
the  under  surface  of  the  corpus  callosum  ;  they  would  meet  at  the  cen- 
tre, and  be  deflected  perpendicularly  downward,  in  the  direction  of  the 
septum  lucidum.  Meeting  with  a  repulsive  surface  on  the  optic  beds, 
the  fluid  would  there  accumulate  for  a  moment,  form  the  fornix,  fringing 
its  edge  by  its  vacillations  against  a  counter  repelling  fluid,  with  the 
fimbriated  bodies,  and  be  impelled,  as  it  were,  most  easily  in  the  direction 
of  its  four  crura.  Passing  down  its  anterior  crura,  and  falling  perpen- 
dicularly upon  another  part  of  the  fluid  more  dense,  it  would,  by  undu- 
lating upwards  and  downwards,  make  a  cupjjed  depression,  which  would 
serve  as  a  mould  for  the  mamillary  etninences.  An  idea  of  this  mould, 
one  may  have  by  blowing  perpendicularly  upon  the  surface  of  a  fluid 
through  a  small  orifice.  In  like  manner  the  formation  of  the  pineal  gland, 
the  infundibulum,  the  pons  varolii,  and  the  convolutions  themselves,  may 
be  traced  with  almost  mathematical  certainty. 

It  is  usual  for  the  person  who  advances  an  hypothesis,  to  give  his 
name  in  connection  therewith.  But  as  the  publishing  of  my  name  would 
add  nothing  to  the  weight  of  the  arguments  which  have  been  presented, 
I  hope  the  withholding  of  it  will  not  prevent  their  obtaining  a  hearing. 
A  systematic  form  will  be  given  to  the  views,  which  are  here  but  indi- 
cated, as  soon  as  time  and  circumstances  permit.  In  the  mean  while,  at 
the  expense  of  being  regarded  as  a  visionary  and  enthusiast,  I  commit 
them  to  the  candid  consideration  of  the  medical  public,  with  a  firm  con- 
viction that  while  the  art  of  medicine  progresses  uniforudy,  but  slowly, 
by  a  rational  empiricism,  the  science  itself  will  be  revolutionized,  and  re- 
constructed on  the  basis  of  these  hitherto  disregarded  phenomena  :  nay, 
more,  that  they  will  furnish  a  key  to  imlock  the  inmost  recess  of  the 
labyrinth  of  nature,  and  unfold  the  richest  field  for  scientific  research  that 
the  mind  of  inan  has  ever  ventured  to  explore, — the  one  which  is  des- 
tined to  lead  him  to  a  just  estimate  of  his  rank  in  the  scale  of  being,  and  of 
his  relations  to  all  things  around  him,  and  which  will  enable  him  to  unloose 
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the  seals  of  the  last  Volume  of  the  series  of  Natural  Religion,  and  read 
therein  that  lliinself  and  the  Polypus,  the  Crystal  and  tlie  Lily,  the  Eaith 
and  Chaos, the  Stellar  Heavens  and  the  Nebulous  Mass,  are  but  links  in  one 
undivided  chain  of  formation  and  causation,  of  which  the  different  physical 
sciences  arc  but  the  names  of  its  integral  parts.  D.  H. 


ABDOMLNAL   TU.MORS,   CREOSOTE,   &.c. 

To  Ike  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — An  article  in  your  Journal  relative  to  an  operation  per- 
formed by  Dr.  Hayward,  in  the  instance  of  a  large  tumor  "growing 
from  the  fascia  of  the  recti  muscles  of  the  abdomen,"  reminded  me  of  a 
lady  under  my  notice,  who  has  suffered  much  h'om  a  large  tumor  of  the 
same  description,  or  of  the  same  locality,  but  which  has  at  present  disap- 
peared under  the  lancet.  As  the  case  of  this  lady  has  for  some  time 
been  doubtful,  and  as  she  is  not  yet  out  of  danirer,  it  has  given  rise  to 
much  reflection  and  inquiry.  She  has,  for  a  still  longer  period  of  time, 
experienced  much  inconvenience,  though  no  2;reat  pain,  from  a  tumor  of 
a  sarcornaf.ous  character,  located  on  her  neck,  under  the  right  division  of 
the  maxillary  bone.  The  tumors  were  for  a  while  thought  to  be  similar 
in  their  nature,  both  presenting  a  peculiar  hardness  to  the  touch,  but 
upon  the  disappearaive  of  the  one  under  the  lancet,  and  from  its  dis- 
charges, and  upon  the  continuance  of  the  other  unchanged,  though  under 
a  powerful  external  application,  it  would  seem  that  the  tumors  are  not  of 
the  same  nature.  The  one  that  has  disappeared,  owing  to  the  nature  of 
its  discharges,  would  with  difficulty  be  pronounced  a  proper  meliceris 
tumor.  There  has  been,  in  this  instance,  a  peculiar  discharge  ex  ore,  as 
well  as  from  the  tumor  externally.  A  conference  was  held  with  a  very 
eminent  surjieon  in  the  neighborhood,  who  decided  upon  operating  upon 
the  tumor  of  the  abdomen  (if  requested),  provided  it  did  not  point  within 
the  peritoneum.  An  inquiry  arises  whether  this  is  the  only  condition  to 
be  provided  for  in  order  to  enter  upon  a  safe  operation  for  the  removal 
of  a  tumor  of  this  sort.  The  books  inform  us  of  but  few  operations  in 
such  cases,  and  no  doubt  they  are  always  to  be  considered  difficult  and 
hazardous.  This  induces  me  to  urge,  or  repeat  the  request  made  in 
your  Journal,  that  some  one,  or  rather  Dr.  Hayward  himself,  would  favor 
the  profession  with  a  detail  of  the  operation  alluded  to  in  your  article. 
The  lady  above-mentioned  is  at  this  time  extremely  feeble  and  much 
emaciated,  and  fears  are  entertained  that  she  may  not  survive  so  great  a 
change  in  her  system. 

My  confidence,  dear  sir,  in  creosote,  is  still  unimpaired.  As  an  exter- 
nal wash  to  an  inflamed  leg,  it  has  of  late  superseded  every  other  appli- 
cation. A  worthy  practitioner  in  my  neighborhood,  having  been  con- 
fined and  prevented  from  practice,  was  induced  to  make  trial  of  it  in  the 
form  of  an  alcoholic  tincture,  and  by  keeping  the  bandage  upon  his  leg 
moist  with  it.  So  far  as  1  can  judge,  he  has  been  truly  elated  with  the 
effect,  although  he  relies  greatly  upon  the  use  of  the  bandage.     For  the 
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tooth  ache,  and  as  a  tooth  wash,  I  consider  creosote  a  most  invaluable 
article.  As  its  name  imports,  it  certainly  lias  a  tendency  to  destroy  the 
tartar  upon  teeth,  and  also  to  make  a  desirable  impression  upon  all  fun- 
gous and  unnatural  excrescences.  Whether  it  attacks  the  nerve  of  a 
tooth,  in  any  peculiar  way,  so  as  to  remove  pain,  is  a  point  of  inquiry. 
Some  might  allege  that  it  kills  the  nerve,  and  more  directly  than  any- 
thing else;  but  this  is  also  a  point  of  inquiry  or  experiment. 

At  my  first  settlement  in  this  county  (Stafford,  Va.),  I  made  up  my 
mind  to  investigate,  as  far  as  possible,  its  botanical  productions,  with 
reference  to  medical  science  (an  effort  which  I  should  be  happy  to  see 
made  in  every  county  of  the  State)  ;  but  my  engagements  have  been 
such,  that  I  have  only  been  able  to  put  down  some  general  notes  upon 
the  subject.  The  diseases,  also,  peculiar  to  the  county,  I  have  wished 
to  notice.  1  am  more  and  more  convinced  of  the  importance  of  attend- 
ing very  closely  to  latitude  and  longitude,  or  what  I  will  call  physico- 
medical  localities,  in  our  country.  Cases  of  neuralgia  and  hysteria  are 
constantly  occurring  among  us,  of  a  peculiar  stamp  and  character,  and 
which  evidently  demand  a  peculiar  treatment.  A  case  of  neuralgia  lately 
occurred,  which  seemed  to  baffle  the  most  judicious  treatment  which 
could  be  had.  This  was  in  the  instance  of  a  gentleman  of  wealth  and 
high  standing,  who  spared  no  expense,  and  who  was  for  a  while  under 
the  care  of  an  eminent  physician  in  Philadelphia,  but  all  to  little  purpose. 
Much  reliance  at  one  time  was  placed  upon  strychnine,  but  that  failed. 
Finally,  after  a  severe  attack  of  spasms,  or  cramps,  he  sunk  under  it. 
A  softening  or  ramolissement  of  the  brain  is  supposed  to  have  existed, 
and  the  question  arises,  is  there  any  remedy  in  such  a  case  ?  Cases  of 
hysteria  occur,  most  of  which,  it  is  believed,  will  yield  to  the  spinal  treat- 
ment. A  blister  over  the  cervical  vertebrae  has  been  of  essential  service 
in  removing  a  breast  complaint,  or  stricture  of  the  mammce.  Cutaneous 
diseases,  in  this  region,  are  peculiar,  and  require  appropriate  treatment. 

I  close,  at  this  time,  with  a  little  of  Botany.  Apocyjium,  or  American 
ipecac,  is  quite  common  in  this  county,  and  "is  found  along  fences  and 
the  borders  of  woods.  The  root  is  the  part  used.  It  is  perennial,  creep- 
ing, and  brownish.  It  is  a  valuable  emetic  and  hydragogue  cathartic." 
Sarsaparilla,  snake-root,  and  May-apple,  though  not  abundant,  may 
readily  be  obtained  in  this  county.  H.  F. 

Hartwood,  Va.,  Sept.  12,  1837. 

EFFERVESCENT   DRAUGHT. 

The  following  agreeable   form  of  administering  iron  in  an  effervescent 
draught,  is  given  by  the  "  Gazetta  Eclittica  di  Verona." — 
R,  Ferri  sulphaiis  crystil.  9ij. 
Sacchar.  alhi.  Biij. 
Ft,  pulvis,  et  div.  in  chart,  aequal,  No.  12. 
Soda,  hicarhonat.  9ij. 
Sacchar.  alhi.  Biij- 
Ft.  p. — divide  in  chart.    12. 
A  paper  of  each  substance  is  separately  dissolved  in  half  a  glass  of 
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water;  the  two  fluids  are  then  mixed,  and  the  whole  taken  at  the  mo- 
ment of  effervescence.  The  chemical  products  are  a  carbonate  of  tlie 
protoxide  of  iron,  sulphate  of  soda,  and  a  sn)all  quantity  of  carbonate 
of  soda. 
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NEW   THEORY. 

We  recommend  to  the  special  consideration  of  our  readers,  the  article 
occupying  a  large  part  of  this  day's  Journal.  Though  its  professed  ob- 
ject is  to  explain  the  phenomena  of  clairvoyance  in  somnambulism,  it  is 
evident  that  the  writer  of  it  makes  that  singular  affection  but  the  occa- 
sion for  the  announcement  of  a  theory,  which,  supposing  organized  beings 
to  be  situated  between  two  mediums  highly  dense  and  elastic,  and  at  the 
same  time  invisible,  accounts  for  all  the  diversity  of  form  as  well  as  func- 
tion they  exhibit.  The  principle  of  life  is,  as  he  conceives,  a  species 
of  polarity,  which  prevents  the  two  fluids  from  uniting  while  it  exists  ;  and 
all  the  internal  movements  of  the  body,  caused,  first,  by  the  disturbance 
of  the  equilibrium,  serve  to  increase  the  preponderance  of  that  within 
over  that  without,  while  its  employment  in  the  functional  acts  serves  to 
dissipate  it.  The  difTerent  periods  of  life  constitute  different  grades  of 
habitual  positive  excitement  through  the  system  at  large,  and  death  is  the 
mere  restoration  of  the  equilibrium. 

Whatever  may  be  the  fate  of  the  theory,  our  personal  knowledge  of 
the  writer  enables  us  to  predict  that  it  will  be  sustained  by  a  weight  of 
argument  and  force  of  illustration  which  are  seldom  met  with  in  the  sup- 
port of  groundless  hypotheses. 


PRACTICAL   INSTRUCTION   IN  ANIMAL   MAGNETISM* 

Aside  from  any  particular  feelings  of  dislike  or  partiality  for  the  sub- 
ject of  animal  magnetism,  candor  obliges  us  to  acknowledge  that  this 
compact  manual  is  a  very  captivating  production.  There  is  a  peculiar 
manifestation  of  honesty  in  the  author,  who  writes  what  he  considers  to 
be  substantially  true,  without  any  reference  to  the  opinions  of  the  world. 
Having  no  guile  himself,  he  seems  to  be  unwilling  to  believe  that  any 
one  else  can  be  influenced  by  bad  motives.  Fully  aware  of  the  ridicule 
to  which  the  devotees  of  Mesmerism  have  been  subjected,  he  shows  no 
disposition  to  shun  the  criticisms  of  those  who  have  endeavored,  from  the 
very  beginning,  to  overthrow  the  labors  of  those  who  are  toiling  in  this 
new  field  of  philosophy. 

What  are  we  to  know  of  animal  magnetism,  unless  some  exertion  \s 
made  to  become  acquainted  with  the  facts  which  are  continually  being 
presented  ?  To  be  so  thoroughly  obstinate  as  neither  to  hear,  see  or 
read,  is  virtually  closing  our  eyes  against  the  admission  of  those  iew  rays 


*  Practical  Instruction  in  Animal  M 


Magnetism.   By  J.  P.  F.  Deleuze,  with  notes  by  the  translator, 
B.  Cranston  &.  Co.,  1837.    pp.  36,  duodecimo.   Part  I. 


114  Practical  Instruction  in  Animal  Magnetism. 

of  light,  which  men  of  science  and  of  the  highest  respectability  are  con- 
centrating for  our  immediate  benefit.  The  mere  act  of  e.x[>ressing  a 
supremo  contempt  for  the  assertions  of  those  who  have  witnessed,  over 
and  over  again,  in  different  countries,  precisely  the  same  phenomena  in 
individuals  who  were  the  subjects  of  this  newly-discovered  power,  will 
not  overthrow  it,  till  collusion  and  deep  hypocrisy  can  be  found  to  have 
been  at  the  bottom  of  every  case,  both  in  the  operator  and  patient. 

The  translator  of  this  work  has  certainly  presented  the  profession  with 
an  uncommonly  well-digested  treatise,  enhanced  in  value  by  his  own 
notes  and  the  corroborative  testimony  of  eminent  physicians.  There  is 
an  orderly  arrangement  perceivable  in  it,  which  gives  character  at  once 
to  the  matter,  however  doubtful  we  may  be  in  relation  to  the  reality  of 
the  details. 

When  the  second  part  is  published,  which  cannot  be  deferred  very 
long,  we  have  it  in  view  to  enter  into  a  more  minute  consideration  of  the 
probable  value  of  animal  magnetism,  as  an  agent  in  the  cure  of  diseases. 
It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  JNlr.  Hartshorn's  biographical  sketch  of 
the  life  and  services  of  Deleuze,  is  worth  the  price  of  the  book. 


Western  Journal  of  the  Medical  and  Physical  Sciences. — How  it  happens 
that  No.  41,  due  in  July  last,  should  have  been  one  month  and  a  half  on 
the  way  from  Cincinnati,  is  more  than  we  can  divine.  But  better  late 
than  never.  Its  contents  speak  well  for  the  industry  of  the  three  editors, 
Drs.  Drake,  Harrison,  and  Gross.  Article  1st,  is  called  hospital  reports, 
which  are  practically  uselul  :  a  series  of  these  observations  would  be  read 
with  renewed  pleasure  and  advantage.  Dr.  Harrison's  clinical  introduc- 
tory is  another  equally  meritorious  production.  This  periodical  is  deserv- 
ing of  an  extensive  patronage,  which  we  trust  it  receives. 


French  Medical  Professors. — In  the  department  of  medicine  in  the  Royal 
College,  there  are  twenty-six  professors,  and  each  receives  from  govern- 
ment, tVom  two  to  eight  thousand  francs  a  year  :  the  students  are  at  no 
expense  whatever  for  lectures.  Usually  there  are  about  five  thousand 
medical  students  in  Paris.  To  be  graduated  in  medicine,  the  candidate 
must  have  received,  previously,  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  and  also 
have  studied  four  entire  years.  At  the  termination  of  each  year,  there  is 
a  public  examination.  Dr.  Parker,  now  in  France,  writes  home  to  his 
friends  in  Cincinnati,  that  the  professors  vary  considerably  in  their  lecture- 
room  attractions.  For  example,  says  Dr.  P.,  "the  amphitheatre  will 
hold  from  fifteen  to  eighteen  hundred.  I  have  seen  it,  at  the  lecture  of 
Dumeril  or  Broussais,  with  only  fifty  ;  while  at  Cruvelhier's,  Andral's, 
Orfila's,  or  IMargolin's,  you  will  find  the  amphitheatre  crowded  to  over- 
flowing." 


University  of  JYew  York. — A  writer  in  the  Cincinnati  Journal  is  down 
upon  the  regents  for  having  suffered  the  College  of  Surgeons  and 
Physicians  to  languish  so  long,  when  the  chairs  might  have  been 
well  sustained.  He  says  the  true  cause  of  its  decay — for  decayed 
it  has — is  owing  entirely  to  the  ip;norance  of  the  professors.  By  all  ap- 
pearances, the  New  York  Medical  School  is  in  a  fair  way  of  becoming 
utterly  extinct. 
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Medical  Graduates  in  Harvard  University. — The  following  are  the 
medical  graduates  in  Harvard  University  for  the  academic  year,  ending 
August,  1837. 

Kzra  Abbot,  Jun.,  Dissertation  on  Intermillent  Fever. 

George  Atwood,    On  Ike  SIdn. 

Charles  F.  J3arnard,  A.B.,  Jlpoplexy. 

Henry  Barnes,  Dyspepsia. 

Gideon  Forrester  Barstow,  A.B.,  Tubercular  Phthisis. 

Elijah  Whitney  Carpenter,  Measles. 

Benjamin  Eddy  Getting,  A.M.,  Delirium  Tremens. 

Joseph  Henry  Dorr,  Jun.,  A.JNI.,  Pleurisy. 

Hanover  Dickey,  Jun.,  Reproduction. 

Horace  Diipee,  .Jun.,  A.M.,  Cancer. 

Hervey  Wallace  Eaton,  A.B.,  Bloodletting. 

John  Warren  Gorhain,  A.M.,  Pericarditis. 

Stephen  JNIadison  Gale,  Acute  Inflammation. 

Clarendon  Gorham  Holbrook,  Treatment  of  Fever, 

Thomas  Phillips  Jackson,  Ascites. 

William  Lebanon,  Jinimal  Heat. 

Simeon  Palmer,  Jun.,  Asthma. 

William  P.  Richardson,  A.M.,  Insanity. 

Joseph  Sargent,  A.M.,  Cicatrization  of  Tuberculous  Cavities  in  the 

Alvan  Smith,  Scarlatina.  \_Lungs. 

Edward  Spalding,  A.B  ,  Diagnosis. 

Hiram  Bradbury  Tebbetts,  Hemoptysis. 

Charles  Thacher,  Diseases  of  Bones. 

Charles  Eliot  Ware,  A.M.,  Influence  of  Temperature  on  Mortality. 

Henry  Wheatland,  A.M.,  JYatural  History  of  Respiration. 

Charles  Henry  Wheelwright,  Unimpregnated  Uterus. 

Cnristopher  Minot  Weld,  A.M.,    On  the  Liver. 

Lemuel  Williams  Washburn,  A.M.,    Typhus. 

Jeffries  Wyman,  A.INL,   On  the  Eye. 

Morrill  Wyman,  A.M.,  Ventilation  of  Hospitals. 

Richard  Sharpe  Young,  A.M.,  Aneurism. 

W.   Channing,  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine. 

Medical  Degrees. — At  the  late  Commencement  at  Bowdoin  College,  the 
degree  of  M.D.  was  conferred  on  33  young  gentlemen.  The  honorary 
degree  was  conferred  on  Levi  J.  Ham,  of  Newfield,  Me. 

To  CoKRESPo.NDE.NTs,  &c. — The  communication  on  the  itch  insect,  promised 
for  the  present  No.  of  the  Journal,  was  not  received  in  season  to  be  inserted  this 
week. 

(j;^  Gentlemen  having  books  belonging  to  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Journal, 
are  earnestly  requested  to  return  them  forthwith  to  the  Journal  Office,  corner  of 
Washington  and  Franklin  Streets. 

We  shall  be  very  happy  to  accommodate  "H.  F.,"  with  regard  to  the  payment 
of  his  subscription,  in  the  manner  proposed  in  his  letter. 

Died, — Near  Rodney,  Mi.,  Dr.  Rush  Nutt,  aged  57. — At  South  Reading, 
Mass.,  Dr.  Nathan  Richardson,  aged  56, 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Sept.  Ifi,  .50.     Males,  25 — Females,  2.5. 

Cholera  infantum,  2— leethina,  1— accidental,  1— fits,  1— chronic  diarrhcea,  2— cholera  morbus,  3 — 
angina  pectoris,  1— disease  of  tin;  heart,  I— canker,  1— child  bed  fever,  2 — ijiflaniniation,  J— rupture 
of  the  liver,  1— spasms,  1— consumption,  4 — liooping  cough,  1— infantile,  2— dysentery,  1  — dropsy  on 
the  brain,  2— disease  of  the  head,  1— dropsy  in  the  head,  1— typhus  fever,  1— tuberculous  enteritis,  I. 
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BOYLSTON   MEDICAL   PRIZE   QUESTIONS. 

The  Boylston  Medical  Cotninittee,  appointed  by  the  President  and  Felluws  of  Harvard  University, 
consists  of  the  following  physicians,  viz.  : 

John  C.  VVirbe.n,  M.L).  George  C.  Shatiuck,  M.D.         George  Hayward,  M.D. 

RuFUs  \VvMA>-,  M.D.  Jacob  BiGEi.oW,  .V.U.  E.xoch  Hale,  M.D. 

John  Randall,  M.D.  Walter  Channi.ng,  M.D.  John  Ware,  M.D. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Wednesday,  August  2,  1837,  a  premium  of  fifty  dollars, 
or  a  gold  medal  of  that  value,  was  awarded  to  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  M.D.  of  Boston,  for  a  dis- 
sertation on  the  question,  "  What  is  the  nature  of  Neuralgia,  and  what  is  the  best  mode  of  treating 
it .'  "  A  similar  premium,  of  the  same  value,  was  at  the  same  time  awarded  to  Dr.  Holmes  for  a  dis- 
sertation on  the  queslioM,  "  To  what  extent,  and  in  what  places,  has  intermittent  fever  been  indige- 
nous in  Sew  £ngland  .'  " 

The  following  Prize  Q.uestions  for  the  year  1838  are  before  the  public,  viz. : 

1st.  "  What  are  the  anatomical  characters  of  Typhous  Fever,  and  what  is  the  best  mode  of  treating 
this  disease  ?  " 

2d.  "  What  are  the  causes,  seat,  and  proper  treatment  of  Erysipelatous  Inflammation.'  {Erythema 
Ery.Hpelatosum  of  Good.)" 

Dissertations  on  these  subjects  must  be  transmitted,  post-paid,  to  John  C.  Warren,  M.D.  Boston,  on 
or  before  the  first  Wednesday  of  April,  1838. 

The  following  questions  are  now  ofl^ered  for  the  year  1839,  viz. : 

1st.  "  The  pathology  and  treatment  of  Rheumatism." 

2d.  "  Wliat  is  Scrofula.'  and  wiiat  is  its  best  mode  of  treatment.'  " 

Dissertations  on  these  subjects  must  be  transmitted,  as  above,  on  or  before  the  first  Wednesday  of 
April,  1839. 

The  author  of  the  successful  dissertation  on  either  of  the  above  subjects,  will  be  entitled  to  fifty 
dollars,  or  a  gold  medal  ol  that  value,  at  his  option. 

Each  dissertation  must  he  accompanied  by  a  sealed  packet,  on  which  shall  be  written  some  device 
or  sentence,  and  within  shall  be  enclosed  the  author's  name  and  place  of  residence.  The  same  device 
or  sentence  is  to  be  written  on  the  dissertation  to  which  the  packet  is  attached. 

All  unsuccessful  dissertations  are  deposited  with  the  Secretary,  from  whom  they  may  be  obtained, 
if  called  for  within  one  year  after  they  have  been  received. 

By  an  order  adopted  in  the  year  1826,  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  publish  annually  the  following 
votes,  viz.  : 

1st.  That  the  Board  do  not  consider  themselves  as  approving  the  doctrines  contained  in  any  of  the 
dissertations  to  which  the  premiums  may  be  adjudged. 

2d.  'I'hat  in  case  of  the  publication  of  a  successful  dissertation,  the  author  be  considered  as  bound 
to  print  the  above  vote  in  connection  therewith. 

BosTo.N,  Augusts,  1837.  A9— 4t  ENOCH  HALE,  Secretary. 

Publishers  of  newspapers  and  medical  journals  throughout  the  United  States,  are  respectfully  re- 
quested to  give  the  above  an  insertion. 

MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  medical  instruction.  A  convenient  room 
has  been  provided  for  this  purpose,  which  will  be  open  to  the  students  at  all  hours.  They  will  have 
access  to  an  extensive  medical  library,  and  every  other  necessary  facility  for  the  acquirement  of  a 
thorough  medical  education. 

Opportunities  will  be  offered  for  the  observation  of  diseases  and  their  treatment  in  two  Dispensary 
districts,  embracing  \\  ards  1,  2  and  3,  and  in  cases  which  mil  be  treated  at  the  room  daily. 
Instruction  will  be  given  by  clinical  and  other  lectures,  and  by  examinations  at  least  twice  a  week. 
Sufficient  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  Anatomy. 

For  further  information,  application  maybe  made  at  the  room,  over  103  Hanover  street,  or  to 
the  subscribers.  EPHRAIM  BUCK,  M.D. 

ASA  B.  SNOW,  M.D. 
E.  WALTER  LEACH,  M.D. 
Boston,  ^u<Tust  9,  1837.  HEXRY  G.  CLARK,  M.D 

JOSEPH  MORIARTY,  M.D. 

MASSACHUSETTS  MEDICAL  SOCIETY— COUNSELLORS'  MEETING. 

A  STATED  Meeting  of  the  Counsellors  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  will  be  held  at  the 
Society's  Room,  Athenffiuin  Building,  Pearl  Street,  on  WEDNESDAY,  4lh  of  October  ne.\t,  at  11 
o'clock,  A.  M.  Sept.  20— tm.  JOH.V  HOMANS,  Rec.  Sec'ry. 

MEDICAL   INSTITUTION   OF   YALE   COLLEGE. 

THE  course  of  Medical  Instruction  in  Yale  College  begins  on  I'hursday,  Nov.  2d,  1837,  and  it  con- 
tinues seventeen  weeks.     The  several  branches  are  taught  as  follows,  viz  : 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by     -        -        -  Thomas  Hubbard,  M.D. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  .Medicine,  by  .        -        .      Eli  Ives,  M.D. 

Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by  ....  Benjamin  Silliman,  M.D.  and  LL.  D. 

Materia  .Medica  and  Therapeutics,  by         .        -        -      William  Tullv,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and   Physiology,  by  .        -        .        .  Jonathan  Knight,  ALD. 

Obstetrics,  bv        --------      TiMorHv  P.  Beers,  M.D. 

The  inatricul.it'ion  fee  and  contingent  bill  are  S7-.^0  ;  the  fees   for  i;heinistry.  Anatomy,  Surgery, 
Materia  .Medica,  and  Theory  and  Practice,  are  $12. .50  each;  and  for  Obstetrics,  $6— amounting  to 
§76— the  whole  to  be  paid  in  advance.    The  graduation  fee  is  $\5. 
Yale  College,  Sept.  1,  1837.  Sept.  13— 6t 
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FISKE    FUND   PRIZE    DISSERTATIONS   OF    THE   RHODE   ISLAND 
MEDICAL    SOCIETY. 

NO.    III.  —  BY    DAVID    KING,    JR.    M.D.,    NEWPORT. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Fiske  Fund  Trustees,  held  at  JVetvport,  R.  I.,  on  the  27th 
day  of  June,  A.  D.  1837,  it  was  decided  that  the  Dissertation  bearing  the  motto, 
"  Duo  in  morbis  pr(Bsta7ida  sunt ;  adjuvare,  aut  saltern  non  nocere"  and  which,  on 
breaking  the  seal  of  the  accompanying  letter,  was  found  to  be  written  by  David 
King,  Jr.  M.D.,  of  Newport,  was  entitled  to  the  premium  of  foiiy  dollars  offered 
for  the  best  Dissertation  on  the  question,  "  What  are  the  causes  and  nature  of 
Cholera  Infantum,  and  the  best  mode  of  treatment  to  be  employed  therein  ?"  In 
awarding  the  premium  to  this  Dissertation,  neither  the  Trustees  nor  the  Rhode 
Island  Medical  Society  hold  themselves  responsible  for  the  doctrines  herein  incul- 
cated, treatment  recommended,  or  opinions  advanced. 

C    Charles  E.  Eldridge, 
Signed,  <    Samuel  West, 

(    William  G.  Shaw. 

"  What  are  the  causes  and  nature  of  Cholera  Infantum,  and  the  best 
mode  of  treatment  to  be  employed  therein  ?" 

Cholera  Infantum  has  not  hitherto  received  that  attention  which  its 
prevalence  afid  fatahty  demand.  Its  literary  liistory  includes  only  the 
recorded  experience  of  a  few  medical  observers,  whose  researches  tend 
more  to  illustrate  the  symptoms  and  progress  of  the  disease,  than  to  un- 
fold its  pathological  states  and  relations.  Its  attacks  are  ahnost  entirely 
confined  to  teething  children,  especially  during  the  period  which  inter- 
venes between  their  fifth  and  twentieth  month.  It  prevails,  during  the 
warm  season,  in  the  large  towns  of  Europe  and  the  United  States,  and 
in  climates  within  the  tropics.  In  the  United  States,  its  prevalence  is 
mostly  confined  to  large  and  crowded  cities,  between  the  months  of  May 
and  October.  In  the  country  it  seldom  makes  its  appearance,  except 
occasionally  in  villages  where  the  houses  are  very  compact,  or  in  locali- 
ties rendered  unhealthy  by  their  moisture  and  low  situation.  It  com- 
mences in  the  southern  States,  the  Carolinas,  Alabama,  Louisiana  and 
Mississippi,  in  April  or  May ;  in  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
Kentucky  and  Ohio,  in  June;  in  New  England,  in  August,  where  the 
disease  is  most  frequent  in  September. 

Its  fatality  is  very  niarked  ;  it  being  about  one  fourth  of  all  the  deaths 
among  children  in  our  large  cities.  Its  ravages  seem  to  increase,  as  we 
approach  towards  the  equator.  In  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  average 
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number  of  deaths,  among  children  under  two  years  of  age,  is  two  hun- 
dred aniniallv.  In  18-23,  two  hundred  and  fifty  cl)ildren  died  of  cholera 
infantum  in  Baltimore.  In  Cincinnati,  its  fatality  is  very  great.  Dr. 
Cartwright  remarks,  that  the  traveller,  on  visiting  the  burial  places  of 
that  city,  is  astonished  at  the  immense  number  of  children's  graves. 

Cholera  infantum  most  commonly  commences  with  vomitings  and 
purgings,  which  are  associated  with  high  febrile  excitement.  Diarrhoea, 
in  some  instances,  precedes,  for  several  days,  the  occurrence  of  vomiting, 
but  most  frequently  they  occur  simultaneously,  or  alternate  with  each 
other.  Functional  disturbance  of  the  nervous  system,  and  slight  irrita- 
tion of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  alimentary  canal,  usually  precede 
the  vomitings  and  purgings.  The  matters  vomited  consist,  at  first,  of  a 
greenish  or  yellow  fluid,  and  afterwarris  of  a  frothy  mucus,  and  of  drinks 
tliat  may  be  given  to  the  patient.  The  alvine  discharges  occur  from 
three  to  twenty  times  in  the  course  of  twenty-four  hours.  The  dejections 
vary  in  appearance,  sometimes  consisting  of  an  abundant  secretion  of 
mucus,  slightly  tinged  with  bile,  and  mixed  with  pieces  of  curd,  if  the 
child  have  been  fed  on  milk  ;  sometimes  they  consist  of  a  copious  exhala- 
tion of  serum,  containing  small  portions  of  mucus  ;  sometimes  they  are 
slimy  and  bloody,  without  any  tinge  of  bile.  The  faecal  matter  is  mostly 
retained  in  the  intestines;  small  portions  of  it  occasionally  escape  with 
the  other  discharges.  The  discharges  want  the  true  faecal  smell ;  they 
are,  mostly,  sour  or  putrid,  like  water  in  which  putrid  meat  has  been 
washed.     As  the  disease  advances,  the  secretion  of  bile  is  suspended. 

This  irritability  of  the  alimentary  canal  is  accompanied  by  a  remittent 
fever,  whose  exacerbations  are  highest  in  the  evening.  The  patient  is 
restless  and  irritable.  The  pulse  is  small,  quick,  and  frequent,  sometimes 
corded.  The  thirst  is  intense,  in  all  stages  of  the  disease.  The  tongue 
is  covered  at  first  with  a  thin  white  fur,  but  gradually  acquires  a  dry.  red, 
and  polished  appearance,  particularly  when  the  disease  is  prolonged. 

The  patient  evidently  experiences  the  same  indescribable  distress 
about  the  epigastric  and  prsecordial  regions,  which  is  felt  in  the  cholera 
of  adults.  In  severe  cases,  spasms  occur  in  the  abdominal  muscles,  and 
in  the  muscles  of  the  extremities.  The  patient  draws  up  his  feet,  and  is 
uneasy  in  every  position. 

The  brain  is,  early,  sympathetically  affected,  as  indicated  by  a  ten- 
dency to  stupor  or  delirium.  The  eyes  are  either  fierce,  or  dull  and 
inanimate,  and  the  patient  sleeps  with  them  half  o|)en.  The  head  and 
abdomen  are  hot,  while  the  extremities  are  cold. 

In  the  most  violent  form  of  the  disease,  the  vital  powers  are  suddenly 
exhausted,  the  extremities  become  cold  and  damp,  the  surface  of  the 
body  collapsed,  and  death  ensues  within  a  single  day.  Fatal  exhaustion 
rarely  occurs,  however,  before  the  fifth  or  sixth  day. 

In  many  cases,  the  vomiting  and  severe  symptoms  gradually  diminish, 
a  general  tnoisture  of  the  skin  and  an  equal  distribution  of  temperature 
ensue,  and  convalescence  begins  in  five  or  six  days  from  the  commence- 
ment. If  convalescence  do  not  occur  in  a  few  days,  rapid  emaciation 
takes  place.  The  whole  adipose  substance  appears  to  be  absorbed.  The 
skin  is  dry  and  harsh ;  on  the  forehead  it  appears  tight,  as   if  bound  to 
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llie  bone  ;  on  the  inner  part  of  the  thighs,  and  over  the  abdomen,  it  has 
a  wilted  a|)|)earance.  The  countenance  is  contracted,  and  of  a  deadly 
paleness.  The  nose  is  sharp,  and  the  lips  thin  and  shrivelled,  as  in  old 
age.  The  extremities  are  cold  and  damp,  and  the  head  and  abdomen 
preternaturally  hot.  The  tliirst  is  excessive,  and  the  desire  of  cold 
drinks  constant.  The  irritability  of  the  stomach  is  so  great,  that  cold 
water,  the  only  drink  which  the  patient  does  not  refuse,  is  retained  but  a 
few  moments  after  being  taken.  The  disease  may  continue  thus  for 
many  weeks,  and  yet  recovery  may  occur  from  such  excessive  exliaus- 
tion  and  emaciation. 

Frequently,  a  fatal  termination  is  produced  by  the  affection  of  the 
brain,  which  assumes  the  form  of  acute  hydrocephalus.  Tiie  little  pa- 
tient rolls  his  head  about  when  awake  ;  when  asleep,  the  eyelids  are 
half  closed  and  the  eyes  turned  up.  He  gradually  sinks  into  a  state  of 
insensibility,  so  that,  as  noticed  by  Dr.  Rush,  flies  alight  on  the  eyes 
when  open,  without  exciting  a  movement  of  the  eyelids  for  their  removal. 
Death  generally  occurs  in  a  paroxysm  of  convulsions. 

Another  termination  results  in  the  more  protracted  forms  of  the  com- 
plaint. The  disease  seen)S  to  fix  with  a  firmer  grasp  upon  the  intestines. 
The  alvine  discharges  are  dark  and  offensive,  and  so  acrid  as  to  excoriate 
the  parts  about  the  anus.  The  function  of  digestion  is  suspended,  and 
the  ingesta  pass  through  the  intestines  in  an  unaltered  state.  The  thirst 
is  excessive.  Aphthag  appear  on  the  tongue  and  inside  of  the  cheeks, 
and  purple  spots  on  various  parts  of  the  skin.  The  face  and  feet  become 
osdematous ;  the  abdomen  tympanitic  ;  the  patient  dies  in  a  comatose 
state. 

Prognosis. — The  prognosis  is  very  uncertain  in  this  disease.  A  fa- 
vorable issue  may  be  expected  when  the  liver  resumes  its  functions,  and 
the  alvine  discharges  assume  a  natural  appearance.  The  renewed  secre- 
tion of  bile,  causing  dark  bilious  discharges  ;  a  uniform  moisture  of  the 
skin,  and  a  natural  temperature  equally  diffused  over  the  surface  of  the 
body  ;  the  cessation  of  the  irritability  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  of  the 
fever,  and  cerebral  disturbance,  are  among  the  favorable  prognostics.  An 
increase  of  the  cerebral  symptoms,  of  the  restlessness  and  spasms;  con- 
vulsions, extreme  nervous  sensibility,  or  coma;  a  Sfuall  thready  pulse; 
hurried  respiration  ;  constant  vomiting;  watery,  greasy,  reddish,  and  dark 
flocculose  discharges  ;  stools  of  pink-colored  margin  ;  cold  clammy  surface, 
and  haggard  countenance,  are  among  the  principal  unfavorable  signs. 
Dr.  Dewees  notices,  as  fatal  signs — the  appearance  upon  the  chest  of  a 
crystalline  eruption,  consisting  of  an  immense  number  of  watery  vesicles; 
live  worms  crawling  from  the  throat,  and  the  thrusting  of  the  hand  or 
fingers  into  the  back  part  of  the  mouth,  as  if  to  remove  something  from 
the  throat.  Dr.  Rush  says,  "  An  emaciation  of  the  body  to  such  a  de- 
gree as  that  the  bones  come  through  the  skin,  livid  spots,  a  singultus, 
convulsions,  a  strongly-marked  Hippocratic  countenance,  and  a  sore 
mouth,"  generally  |)recede  the  fatal  termination  of  this  disorder. 

Diagiiosis. — The  disease  can  rarely  be  mistaken  for  other  intestinal 
diseases  of  infancy.  Dr.  Jackson  says  that  the  disease  has  been  some- 
times confounded  with  an  affection   of  children    previous  to  the  age  of 
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dentition  ;  arising  from  some  error  in  diet,  or  from  general  debility  and 
indigestion,  in  the  nurse;  the  alvine  discharges  being  frequent,  and  con- 
sisting partly  of  fsecal  matter,  and  partly  of  mucus  colored  with  green 
bile,  of  curdled  milk,  and  a  watery  fluid.  This  disease  is  readily  distin- 
guished from  cholera  infantum,  by  the  want  of  that  consliiutional  disturb- 
ance wl)icli  interrupts  the  growth  and  vigor  of  the  body. 

Causes  of  Cholera  Infantum. — In  the  first  place,  this  disease  has  a 
specific  miasmatic  cause.  Most  endemic  maladies,  probably,  arise  from 
some  en)anation  from  the  soil,  owing  to  the  dissolution  of  animal  and 
vegetable  matter.  We  know  not  the  nature  of  these  miasms,  because 
they  are  beyond  the  reach  of  our  senses  and  the  analyzing  processes  of 
art.  It  is  probable,  however,  that,  at  fi-rst,  the  animal  and  vegetable 
matter  is  decomposed  into  atoms  of  effluvia;  and  that  these  atoms  of 
effluvia  enter,  afterwards,  into  those  peculiar  combinations  which  consti- 
tute specific  miasms.  Our  knowledge  of  the  origin  of  febrile  miasm  con- 
sists, chiefly,  in  the  established  fact,  that  for  its  production  are  required 
a  combination  of  four  elements — animal  or  vegetable  matter,  atmos- 
pherical air,  a  high  temperature,  and  water  in  a  moderate  quantity.  But 
the  circumstances  of  temperature  and  moisture,  elevation,  texture  and 
depth  of  soil,  which  determine  the  specific  form  of  the  febrile  miasm,  are 
beyond  the  reach  of  our  observation  and  experiment.  We  do  not  know 
all  the  combined  causes  required  to  produce  "hepatitis  on  the  coast  of 
Coromandel,  elephantiasis  in  Malabar,  beriberi  in  Ceylon,  Barbadoes  leg 
in  the  Antilles,  goitre  among  the  Alps,  the  plica  in  Poland,  cretinism  in 
the  Vallais,"  or  cholera  Infantum  in  the  large  cities  of  the  United  States. 
The  existence  of  the  febrile  miasm,  producing  cholera  infantum,  is  known 
by  its  effects.  It  is  confined  to  particular  localities,  supplied  with  mate- 
rials for  the  production  of  miasm.  Were  the  disease  attributable  to  com- 
mon causes,  as  heat,  moisture,  and  atmospherical  vicissitudes,  this  pestis 
infantum  would  be  a  pervading  disease,  through  the  whole  range  of  the 
United  States.  But  its  great  source  is  to  be  found,  only,  in  our  large 
cities,  where  heat,  moisture,  a  semi-stagnant  atmosphere,  and  filth,  or 
animal  and  vegetable  remains,  spread  over  a  large  surface,  readily  pro- 
duce the  malarious  emanation. 

Dr.  Eberle  has  offered  two  objections  to  the  malarious  origin  of  cholera 
infantum.  1st.  Its  occurrence  is  almost  exclusively  confined  to  the  pe- 
riod during  which  the  process  of  primary  dentition  is  going  on.  2d.  In 
the  eastern  cities  of  America,  particularly  in  Philaflelphia,  it  often  pre- 
vails extensively  during  the  months  of  June  and  July,  some  time  before 
the  ordinary  miasmatic  diseases  are  wont  to  make  their  appearance  in 
our  climate.  To  the  first  objection,  we  answer,  that  it  is  not  unphilo- 
sophical  to  suppose  that  a  febrile  miasm  may  be  injurious  during  the  first 
two  years  of  infancy,  and  that  the  increased  stability  and  firmness  of  the 
constitution  may,  afterwards,  resist  its  deleterious  effects.  The  second 
objection  involves  an  assumption  of  knowledge  to  which  medical  science 
has  not  yet  attaini'd.  We  do  not  know  the  exact  periods  of  time  re- 
quired for  the  production  of  different  febrile  miasms.  The  miasm  of 
yellow  fever  requires  the  continuance  of  tropical  heat,  at  least  for  a 
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month.*     The  miasm  of  cholera  infantum  may  require  a  less  degree  of 
heat,  for  a  comparatively  short  period. 

Among  the  (•onciirrent  causes  of  this  disease,  we  may  mention  the  age 
of  the  patient,  dentition,  high  atmospheric  temperature,  impure  air, 
atmospherical  vicissitudes,  and  errors  in  diet,  with  premature  weaning. 

1st.  The  Age  of  the  Patient. — The  animal  organism  is,  as  yet,  in 
the  progress  of  development.  The  nervous  system  is  in  a  state  of 
growth,  and  undergoing  those  secret  changes  of  nutrition,  by  which  its 
organization  is  to  he  completed.  The  process  of  nutrition  causes  to  be 
centred,  there,  a  full  supply  of  blood,  and  a  high  degree  of  vascular 
action.  The  mucous  membranes  are  undoubtedly  in  a  com|)aralively 
imperfect  state,  in  regard  to  their  organization.  Their  consistence  is  so 
soft  as  to  be  readily  scraped  off  after  death,  in  the  form  of  a  pulp. 
When  their  organization  is  completed,  they  probably  possess  sufficient 
tenacity  to  be  dissected  off  as  distinct  membranes.  The  functions  de- 
pending, for  the  regularity  of  their  performance,  on  the  condition  of  the 
several  structures,  are  liable,  at  this  period,  from  comparatively  slight 
causes,  to  be  exalted  frotn  a  physiological  to  a  pathological  slate.  The 
vis  conservatrix  naturae,  the  power,  which,  in  the  perfect  state  of  the 
animal  organism,  maintains  an  equilibrium  in  the  distribution  of  the 
vital  forces,  opposes,  in  the  irritable  state  of  infancy,  but  a  feeble  effort 
to  the  action  of  febrile  miasn). 

2d.  Dentition  is  so  marked  an  agent  in  the  production  of  this  disease, 
that  some  writers  have  thought  it  a  necessary  cause.  But  the  fact  that 
the  cholera  infantum  occurs,  occasionally,  after  the  period  of  primary 
dentition,  renders  it  unphilosophical  to  consider  it  in  any  other  view  than 
as  a  concurrent  cause.  Dentition,  in  some  rare  cases,  causes  no  general 
disturbance  of  the  system,  and  simply  excites  an  increased  secretion  of 
saliva,  and  perhaps  of  the  pancreatic  fluid.  In  most  cases,  it  causes  a 
morbid  irritability  through  the  whole  frame,  and  kindles  disease  in  those 
structures  which  are  in  a  state  of  growth,  especially  the  nervous  system 
and  the  mucous  membranes.  Its  chief  agency  is  exhibited  in  associating 
together  diseases  of  the  nervous  centres  with  diseases  of  the  alimentary 
canal.  Hence  in  cholera  infantum  it  acts  by  producing  a  primary  cere- 
bral irritation,  and  a  consequent  irritability  of  the  stomach  and  bowels. 
Constitutional  irritation  from  teething  occurs,  chiefly,  during  the  period 
between  the  fifth  and  twentieth  month.  Hence  the  prevalence  of  cholera 
infantum  during  this  period  of  infantile  life. 

3d.  High  Atmospherical  Temperature. — This  disease  occurs,  only, 
during  the  warm  season  in  tetiiperate  regions.  Its  prevalence  and  fatality 
are  very  marked  in  warm  climates.  Dr.  Dunglison,  in  his  work  on 
Hygiene,  explains  the  morbid  influence  of  an  elevated  temperature  on 
the  animal  economy,  in  the  following  manner:  "  The  constant  evapora- 
tion by  the  cutaneous  and  pulmonary  transpiration  maintains  the  absorb- 
ents of  the  intestines  in  a  state  of  irregular  erethism,  which  predisposes 
them  to  a  morbid  condition."  High  ranges  of  atmospheric  temperature, 
without  doubt,  have  a  tendency  to  maintain  the  functions  of  the  skin,  the 

*  Caldwell  on  Malaria. 
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liver,  and  the  absorbents  of  the  intestinal  canal,  particularly  the  upper 
part,  in  a  state  of  constant  excitement.  The  pulmonary  function,,  also, 
is  not  properly  performed  in  high  stales  of  tempeirfilure.  The  blood,  not 
undergoing  its  salutary  changes  in  the  lungs,  becomes  a  powerful  agent  of 
disease.  The  morbid  matters,  retained  in  the  blood  from  the  imperfect 
exercise  of  the  depurating  organs,  are  carried,  by  the  vascular  system,  to 
the  seats  of  irritation,  established  by  the  concurrent  causes  of  tlie  disease. 
4th.  Impure  Air. — The  impure  air  of  cities,  independent  of  the  spe- 
cific miasm,  predisposes  the  system  to  the  disease.  It  acts  through  the 
medium  of  respiration,  contaminating  the  blood,  and  lowering  the  general 
tone  of  the  system.  In  the  narrow  lanes  and  alleys,  and  in  the  filtliy  and 
crowded  habitations,  of  our  large  cities,  the  morbid  agency  of  impure  air 
is  seen  in  the  great  prevalence  of  this  disease.  Dr.  Parrish  has  well  de- 
scribed its  effects.  "  Let  any  one  take  a  walk,  in  a  summer  morning, 
through  the  thickly  built  lanes  and  alleys  of  Philadelphia,  and  he  will  be 
struck  with  the  appearance  of  the  children  reclining  their  heads,  as  if  ex- 
hausted, upon  the  breast  of  their  mothers,  with  a  pale  and  languid  coun- 
tenance, a  cool  and  clammy  skin,  a  shrunk  neck,  and  other  signs  of 
debility,  arising  from  their  confinement,  during  the  night,  to  close  and  hot 
apartments."  The  prevalence  of  an  epidemic  principle  seems  to  increase 
the  mortality  of  the  disease.  Thus,  during  the  prevalence  of  the  malig- 
nant cholera,  the  number  of  deaths  from  cholera  infantum,  in  Philadel- 
phia, was  as  follows,  according  to  the  tables  of  Dr.  Emerson. 


June. 

July. 

August. 

Total. 

1831. 

45 

J  32 

82 

259 

1832. 

25 

134 

157 

316 

5th.  Atmospherical  Vicissitudes. — The  infantile  system,  exhausted 
and  irritated  by  heat,  dentition,  and  impure  air,  is  extremely  susceptible 
to  the  influence  of  atmospherical  impressions.  The  cutaneous  exhalents, 
debilitated  by  over-excitement,  fall  readily  into  a  state  of  collapse,  on  the 
sudden  application  of  cold  or  moisture;  especially  at  night,  during  the 
inaction  of  sleep.  The  suppression  of  the  cutaneous  function  destroys 
the  balance  of  the  circulation,  and  determines  the  blood  to  the  internal 
organs. 

6th.  Errors  in  Diet. — The  digestive  mucous  membrane,  from  its  deli- 
cate, and  perhaps  imperfect  texture,  is  liable,  during  the  period  of  den- 
tition, to  morbid  action.  Nature  has  specially  protected  it  froni  irritation 
by  two  expedients  :  1st.  A  secretion  of  mucus,  which  lines  the  internal 
surface  of  the  alin)entary  canal.  2d.  The  milk  of  the  mother,  the  bland- 
est and  most  digestible  nourishment.  Premature  weaning,  by  substituting 
an  artificial  diet  for  that  which  Nature  has  appropriated  to  the  infant, 
produces  febrile  disturbance  and  irritation  of  the  digestive  mucous  surface. 
Hence  the  diarrhoea  of  teething  children  often  follows  weaning  at  an  im- 
proper age  or  season.  The  following  valuable  remarks,  by  Dr.  Jack- 
son, are  worthy  of  attention.  "Children  are  benefited  by  living  princi- 
pally on  the  breast  for  twelve  months;  their  vigor  is  evidently  impaired, 
in  almost  all  cases,  when  they  are  nursed  less  than  nine  months.     The 
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safest  period  of  the  year  for  weaning,  is  from  the  middle  of  October  to 
tl)e  middle  of  iMarch  ;  provided  they  be  not  weaned  under  ten  months, 
after  December;  under  eleven,  after  January;  nor  under  twelve,  after 
February.  Children  who  are  weaned  at  the  age  of  twelve  months  in 
March,  are  ordinarily  safe;  those  who  are  weaned  at  this  age  in  April 
are  less  so,  one  half  of  them  suffering  severely  in  the  subsequent  summer 
or  autun)n.  In  May  the  danger  increases;  and  in  the  four  subsequent 
months,  if  a  child  of  any  age  be  weaned,  it  will  in  most  cases  be  very 
sick  before  the  middle  of  the  October  ensuing."*  In  children,  who  have 
been  weaned  at  the  improper  age  and  season,  food  of  difficult  digestion, 
and  overfeeding,  frequently  cause  disordered  function  of  the  digestive 
organs. 

[To  be  continued.] 
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The  existence  of  an  insect,  in  the  disease  vulgarly  denoted  the  itch,  has 
been  a  subject  of  much  controversy.  The  earliest  medical  writers  allude 
to  it  only  as  a  popular  opinion,  not  entertained  by  the  learned.  Accord- 
ing to  Bateman,  the  earliest  record  of  this  insect  by  a  medical  author, 
was  made  in  the  12th  century,  by  Avanzoin,  an  Arabian.  Afterwards, 
it  was  described  in  the  17th  century  by  Mouffat,  an  English  writer.  Still 
later,  Redi  and  Bononio,  Italian  physicians,  published  very  minute  de- 
scriptions of  its  physical  character.  Linnaeus  gave  it  the  scientific  name 
of  Acanis  Scabiei ;  but  at  a  subsequent  period,  finding  a  very  strong  re- 
semblance between  this  insect  and  the  grub  of  cheese,  he  classed  them 
as  the  same  variety.  This  opinion  was  entertained  until  1812,  when 
Gales,  an  apothecary  at  the  St.  Louis  Hospital  at  Paris,  made  some  very 
interesting  researches,  and  clearly  pointed  out  the  differences  between 
these  insects.  His  researches  were  submitted  to  the  members  of  the 
Institute  and  of  the  School  of  Medicine,  who,  being  convinced  of  their 
correctness,  declared  that  the  existence  of  the  acarus  was  placed  beyond 
all  doubt.  Again,  in  1818,  it  became  a  matter  of  dispute  among  the 
most  skilful  observers,  whose  examinations  had  been  unsuccessful.  It 
eluded  the  search  of  Alibert,  Lugol,  and  Biett,  who  therefore  denied 
its  existence,  and,  reviving  the  opinion  of  Linnaeus,  declared  that  the  in- 
sect which  had  been  produced,  and  believed  by  the  members  of  the  Insti- 
tute to  have  been  found  in  this  disease,  was  the  grub  of  cheese.  So  con- 
fidently did  Lugol  receive  this  opinion,  that  he  offered  300  francs  to  any 
one  who  should  take  the  insect  from  a  patient  before  his  own  eyes.  Thus 
the  matter  rested  from  1828  to  1834,  when  M.  Renucci,  a  Corsican, 
who  was  familiar  with  the  situation  of  the  insect,  from  having  repeatedly 
extracted  it  in  his  own  country,  where  indeed  the  peasants  themselves 
removed  it  with  the  greatest  facility,  extracted  several  in  the  presence  of 
many  professors  and  students  at  St.  Louis.     He  received  the  reward  of 

♦  Remarks  on  ihe  morbid  effects  of  Dentition,  by  Or.  James  Jackson.    New  England  Journal  of 
Medicine  and  Surgery,  Vol.  I.  p.  18. 
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Lugol,  and  had  the  honor  of  having  established  the  existence  of  the  acarus 
in  the  itch  as  an  article  of  medical  faith  in  the  minds  of  the  sceptical 
professors  of  Paris. 

This  insect  is  exceedinoly  small.  "  In  actual  size,  it  is  about  that  of 
a  mark  left  on  paper  by  the  gentle  insertion  of  the  point  of  a  fine  needle." 
It  is  a  mere  while  speck,  the  form  of  which  even  cannot  be  made  out. 
Seen  through  a  microscope,  its  physical  characters  may  be  quite  distinctly 
traced.  For  want  of  an  instrument  of  sufficient  power,  1  am  unable  to 
verify  the  minute  descriptions  made  by  M.  Raspail  and  others.  Its  shape 
is  similar  to  that  of  a  turtle.  It  is  very  hard,  being  with  difficulty  pene- 
trated with  the  point  of  a  needle  ;  its  back  is  rough  and  uneven,  resem- 
bling considerably  the  surface  of  a  scale  of  a  fish.  It  has  a  head  and 
eight  feet, — four  anterior  and  four  posterior,  of  similar  organization. 
From  the  posterior  part  of  the  body  extend,  backwards,  eight  stiff  hairs, 
four  of  which  are  connected  with  the  hind  feet,  and  the  other  four  are 
attached  to  as  many  small  eminences  on  the  inferior  surface.  For  a 
scientific  and  more  minute  description,  the  reader  is  referred  to  a  Memoir 
of  M.  Raspail,  published  at  Paris,  in  1834  ;  a  part  of  which  may  be  found 
in  the  chapter  on  Parasitic  Animals,  in  the  3d  volume  of  the  work  of 
Rayer  on  Diseases  of  the  Skin. 

The  acarus  is  seldom  found  in  the  vesicles,  a  circumstance  which 
probably  accounts  for  the  failure  of  those  who  have  sought  for  it  in  vain, 
and  consequently  denied  its  existence.  Its  situation  is  a  little  distance 
from  the  vesicles,  at  the  termination  of  a  black  line  leading  from  them. 
This  line,  when  examined  with  a  lens,  appears  to  be  made  by  the  insect 
in  its  passage  from  the  vesicle,  by  dividing  the  epidermis,  or  by  destroy- 
ing it.  The  adhesion  of  the  dirt  to  this  line  gives  it  the  black  appear- 
ance, and  makes  it  distinct.  That  this  black  line  is  made  in  this  way, 
appears  reasonable  from  the  fact  that  it  is  very  seldom,  if  ever,  found 
on  the  arms  or  body,  which  are  covered  from  the  dirt.  It  has  been  re- 
marked that  the  number  of  insects  is  much  smaller  than  the  number  of 
vesicles.  On  the  hands  this  is  not  true  ;  on  the  arms  and  body  it  ap- 
pears to  be  so.  But  there  is  no  reason  w^hy  the  insect  should  not  exist 
on  any  part  where  the  vesicles  appear.  I  have,  how-ever,  never  been 
able  to  find  one  on  the  body,  a  circumstance  accounted  for  by  the  im- 
possibility of  discovering  its  course  and  situation.  By  carefully  picking 
at  the  termination  of  the  line  with  a  pin,  the  insect  may  be  readily  re- 
moved ;  it  clings  closely  to  the  pin,  and  may  be  safely  carried  a  consid- 
erable distance. 

The  relation  of  the  acarus  to  the  development  and  propagation  of  the 
itch,  is  an  important  practical  inquiry.  Dr.  Good  regarded  it  as  a  con- 
sequence and  not  a  cause  of  the  disease,  and  explains  its  production  by 
supposing  that  the  weakness  of  the  skin,  caused  by  the  disease,  renders  it 
a  '•  suitable  nidus  for  worms  and  insects  to  burrow  in."  This  opinion  is 
very  unsatisfitctory  ;  for  the  functions  of  the  skin  are  much  more  de- 
ranged and  weakened  by  other  eruptions  than  by  the  itch,  especially  by 
many  of  the  pustular  forms,  without  the  production  of  such  insects ;  and  the 
secretions  are  also  much  less  abundant  and  foul,  and  therefore  less  likely 
to  make  a  suitable  nidus  for  them.    In  1834,  a  student  of  St.  Louis  Hos- 
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pital  confined  several  of  the  insects  underneath  a  watch  crystal.  A  de- 
velopment of  characteristic  vesicles  was  produced  in  a  few  days,  attended 
with  intolerable  itching.  This  experiment  is  conclusive,  and  establishes 
beyond  doubt  the  power  of  the  insect  to  develope  the  disease.  The  itch 
has  been  always  considered  to  be  eminently  contagious  ;  owing,  of  course, 
to  the  contact  of  the  fluid  of  the  vesicle  with  the  body.  This  may  be 
one  way  of  communication,  when  the  fluid  is  applied  in  a  fresh  state; 
but  it  must  be  a  very  uncertain  one,  and  insufficient  to  account  for  the 
facility  with  which  it  sometimes  spreads — for  the  absorbent  power  of  the 
epidermis  is  very  slow  and  uncertain,  unaided  by  a  certain  degree  of 
heat  and  sufficient  moisture.  One  of  the  most  conimon  ways  of 
taking  the  disease  is  by  sleepins;  in  a  bed  which  had  been  occupied  by  a 
person  affected.  The  fluid  of  the  vesicles,  in  a  dry  state  on  the  bed- 
clothes, could  not  be  readily  absorbed,  notwithstanding  the  favorable  con- 
ditions of  the  warmth  of  the  bed  and  the  perspiration  of  the  body.  The 
matter  from,  a  chancre  or  a  bubo  very  frequently  gets  on  the  clothing  of 
a  patient,  but  the  development  of  a  chancre  in  this  way  has  never  been 
remarked.  The  escape  of  the  insect  in  the  bed  is  certainly  the  most 
rational  and  the  most  direct  way  of  accounting  for  the  communication  of 
the  disease.  At  the  St.  Louis  Hospital,  I  have  been  very  often  sur- 
rounded by  a  dozen  patients  with  the  itch,  and  while  searching  for  the 
insect  have  repeatedly  held  their  hands  in  my  own  a  long  time,  and 
touched  very  often  the  jiarts  affected,  without  ever  taking  it. 

From  these  facts,  I  have  been  led  to  doubt  that  the  itch  is  a  contagious 
disease,  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  term — that  it  is  con.municated  by  the 
mere  contact  of  the  fluid  of  the  vesicle  with  the  surface  of  the  body. 
Perhaps  it  may  be  inoculated,  in  the  manner  of  the  vaccine  virus,  by 
inserting  the  fluid  underneath  the  epidermis.  1  shall  improve  the  earliest 
opportunity  to  make  the  experiment  of  inoculation  upon  myself. 

The  propagation  of  the  itch  by  the  insect  is  unquestionable;  but 
whether  it  is  the  only  cause  of  .its  communication,  is  a  question  which  I 
shall  endeavor  to  settle,  by  positive  experiments,  at  a  future  time. 


MES.MERISM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — It  was  my  misfortune  to  be  educated  in  the  old  school  of  the- 
ology, politics,  and  medicine:  so  that  it  is  with  extreme  difficulty  that  1 
have  been  able  to  divest  myself  of  opinions,  which  I  imbibed  nearly  as 
early  as  my  mother's  milk.  But  it  is  impossible  to  resist  the  everwhehn- 
ing  evidence  of  facts.  Indeed,  as  new  converts  are  always  zealous,  it  is 
possible  that  I  may  have  vibrated  from  one  extreme  to  the  other.  I 
formerly  believed  in  the  imperfection  and  limited  powers  of  human  na- 
ture ;  but  now  I  have  full  faith  in  the  doctrine  of  the  perfectibility  of  man. 
I  was  always  sensible  that  the  compass,  gunpowder,  printing,  the  tele- 
scope, the  mathematics,  the  discovery  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood, 
with  the  addition  of  chemistry  and  several  other  arts  and  sciences,  had 
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elevated  the  moderns  far  above  the  ancients.  But  these  were  only  dis- 
tant approximations,  and  there  was  a  wide  space  between  our  acquire- 
ments and  absolute  perfoction.  In  our  day,  tlie  application  of  steam,  and 
the  discoveries  of  homoeopathy  and  phrenology,  rather  shook  my  faith. 
Hahnemann  revealed  that  the  duodecilionth  [)art  of  a  grain  or  drop  of 
medicine  is  more  efficacious  than  an  ordinary  full  dose;  and  phrenology 
taught  that  it  is  only  necessary  to  exaiDine  the  head  of  a  child,  to  enable 
us  to  give  him  an  education  exactly  suited  to  his  powers,  so  as  to  fit  him 
for  his  proper  employment. 

It  was  reserved  for  animal  magnetism  to  crown  the  climax,  and  demon- 
strate the  unlimited  capacity  of  man  for  improvement.  As  respects  its 
possessor,  it  gives  him  universal  knowledge,  with  little  short  of  ubiquity 
of  person.  As  knowledge  is  power,  the  energy  and  capacity  of  man  will 
be  hereafter  unlimited.  This  discovery,  alone,  far  exceeds  all  the  other 
iniprovements  and  advantages  which  the  moderns  possess  over  the  an- 
cients. Its  incomparable  benefits  are  so  numerous  and  so  extensive,  that 
I  am  able  to  glance  at  only  a  very  small  part  of  them,  in  one  short  essay. 

In  the  first  place,  as  respects  public  affairs,  it  will  be  an  omnipotent 
political  engine.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  have  only  to  pro- 
cure a  sufficient  number  of  magnetized  clerks,  and  while  they  sit  in  his 
office,  set  them  to  examine  all  the  vaults  and  iron  chests  in  the  Union, 
to  ascertain  every  dollar  of  specie  in  the  country.  There  can  nothing 
be  secreted  from  their  all-searching  mental  eyes.  The  assessors  of  taxes, 
by  the  same  means,  can  read  every  bond  and  mortgage,  and  estimate,  to 
a  cent,  how  much  a  miser  is  worth.  The  Secretary  of  War  may  direct 
his  clerks  to  point  out  every  swamp,  cave,  or  hollow  tree,  in  which  a 
single  Indian  is  concealed  ;  or,  if  he  pleases  to  be  himself  magnetized, 
he  may  oveiiook  every  battle,  and  see  who  does  his  duty.  Every  gun 
and  every  round  of  ammunition  might  be  counted,  and  an  adequate  force 
at  once  be  sent  to  overpower  the  enemy.  Upon  this  principle,  the 
Florida  war  might  have  terminated  in  three  months,  instead  of  three 
years.  The  Secretary  of  State  may  read  all  the  despatches  from  foreign 
countries,  before  they  are  committed  to  the  messengers,  or  are  even 
sealed.  He  may  be  personally  present  at  the  meeting  of  every  secret 
caucus  or  cabal,  and  no  plot,  to  which  he  might  turn  his  attention,  could 
escape  his  notice. 

Aniinal  magnetism  will  be  of  inestimable  benefit  to  morals.  The 
profligate  son  may  always  be  under  the  inspection  of  his  father,  into 
whatever  company  he  goes ;  and  the  jealous  wife  may  always  have 
an  eye  upon  her  unfaithful  husband. 

There  will  be  a  complete  revolution  in  every  science  and  art.  The 
mineralogist,  sitting  by  his  fireside,  can  explore  every  mine  in  the  coun- 
try ;  and  the  botanist,  at  home,  can  examine  the  flora  of  any  section  of 
the  globe.  J  am  not  quite  certain  whether  the  magnetic  influence  ex- 
tends to  other  planets,  so  as  to  enable  the  astronomer,  as  with  the  fabu- 
lous telescope  of  Sir  John  Herschel,  to  see  the  inhabitants  and  their 
occupations;  but  he  can  certainly  see  everything  passing  on  earth,  with- 
out a  telescope. 

But,  after  all,  the  greatest  improvement  will  probably  be  in  our  pro- 
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fession ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  will  hereafter  be  highly  crimi- 
nal for  any  one  to  pretend  to  practise  physic,  who  has  not  been  niagne- 
lized.  it  will  entirely  reverse  the  method  of  acquirins^  medical  knowl- 
edge. The  common  way  of  studying  anatomy  will  be  absolutely 
dispensed  with  ;  for,  as  the  student  can  look  through  all  the  internal 
parts  of  the  body  at  a  glance,  there  will  be  no  further  use  for  dissections 
and  anatomical  preparations.  The  French  surgeon  may  dispense  with 
his  speculum,  and  every  disgusting  manual  examination  will  be  avoided. 
In  a  word;  every  person  to  whom  the  physician  turns  his  eye,  is  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  dead  subject.  Further:  in  all  cases  that  do  not  require 
manual  application,  it  is  needless  to  visit  the  patient  at  all.  The  prac- 
titioner can  examine  him  anfl  make  the  prescription  in  his  office,  without 
exposing  hiinself  to  the  nviasui  of  the  sick  room,  or  going  abroad  in  all 
kinds  of  weather. 

The  first  thing,  therefore,  for  the  medical  student  to  do,  is  to  go  to 
Providence,  and  be  magnetized.  There  must  be  a  very  culpable  negli- 
gence somewhere,  or  this  miraculous  art,  which  has  been  discovered  and 
reduced  to  system  more  than  fifty  years,  would  never  have  advanced  so 
slowly.  By  this  time,  the  whole  world  ought  to  have  been  renovated. 
What  a  pity  it  is  that  our  Generals  had  not  been  magnetized,  before  the 
Florida  war. 

But  it  is  useless  to  lament  past  omissions.  We  have  now  only  to  ex- 
ert ourselves,  to  diffuse  far  and  wide  this  divine  art.  Let  the  magnetizers 
only  exhibit  half  the  spirit  of  the  phrenologists,  lecture  in  every  town, 
and  form  magnetic  associations  in  every  county,  and  a  universal  reform 
will  be  soon  effected.  All  wars  must  cease,  because  each  party  will  see 
and  know  every  preparation  and  movement  of  the  other.  The  latent 
causes  of  disease  will  be  exposed  and  avoided,  so  that  the  sick  will  soon 
disappear. 

The  first  measure  of  the  present  extra  Congress  ought  to  be,  to  put  in 
requisition  all  the  magnetizers  in  the  country,  and  set  them  to  look  up 
our  lost  money  and  credit.  There  should  be,  at  least,  one  magnetic 
professor  in  every  port,  with  an  honorable  salary,  to  inform  the  merchants 
what  is  wanting  in  foreign  countries,  and  where  to  make  profitable  ship- 
ments. By  the  same  means,  the  merchant  could  know  the  quantity  of 
foreign  commodities  that  are  still  on  hand  at  home,  and  regulate  his  im- 
ports accordingly.    All  complaints  of  over-trading  would  then  be  silenced. 

I  well  know  tliat  it  takes  some  time  to  remove  old  habits  and  preju- 
dices, and  to  introduce  a  new  system  of  improvement ;  but  animal  mag- 
netism is  all  important,  so  that  no  delay  is  justifiable.  It  is  inconceivable 
why  the  magnetizers  should  confine  their  operations  to  a  few  nervous 
women  ;  and  it  is  still  more  unaccountable  why  the  magnetized  should 
restrict  themselves  to  a  few  curious  experiments,  which  rather  excite  a 
curiosity  for  the  wonderful,  than  produce  any  practical  utility.  Why  is 
not  every  disease  within  their  reach  cured  ?  Why  is  not  every  shipper 
informed,  the  moment  when  his  vessel  is  wrecked  ?  Why  is  not  the 
anxiety  of  the  parent  relieved  for  his  son  who  is  travelling  abroad  ?  We 
have  an  ample  accumulation  of  the  most  positive  and  most  credible  tes- 
timony— that  such  cases  admit  of,  if  any  proof  is  sufficient  to  substantiate 
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such  facts — that  operations  of  this  kind  are  performed,  every  day,  at 
Providence.  Why,  then,  in  the  name  of  common  sense,  are  they  not 
more  frequently  converted  to  some  practical  and  permanent  benefit? 
1  may,  perhaps,  be  accused  of  being  enthusiastic  ;  but  I  am  confident 
that  a  tenth  of  the  statements  made  by  credible  witnesses,  would  more 
than  justify  all  the  expectations  expressed  in  this  letter,  of  the  incom- 
parable benefits  and  improvements  that  may  be  expected  from  animal 
magnetism.  Mesmeh. 

Sept.  16,  1837. 


WORCESTER   LUNATIC  HOSPITAL. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Whoever,  like  the  present  writer,  has  received  from  the  Superin- 
tendent and  Physician  of  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital,  at  Worcester,  the 
Reports  and  other  Documents  of  that  institution,  cannot  fail  of  having 
elevated  opinions  of  the  energy  of  benevolence,  the  dignified  display  of 
charity,  system  and  propriety,  with  which  that  hospital  is  managed.  We 
will,  if  you  please,  tender  the  homage  of  our  respects  to  the  physician  of 
that  establishment  for  the  consideration  with  which  we  were  honored,  by 
having  transmitted  to  us  his  Reports  and  Documents.  They  are  well 
written,  well  designed,  and  well  printed  ;  and  n)ay,  from  their  compre- 
hensiveness, be  well  termed  an  encyclopedia  of  that  institution. 

Still,  as  that  institution,  capacious  as  it  is,  is,  according  to  the  state- 
ments given,  obliged  to  reject  scores  of  applicants,  for  want  of  accommo- 
dations, we  extremely  regret  the  omission,  and  urgently  insist  upon  the 
public's  having  the  information,  of  the  medical  mode  of  treatment  therein 
adopted.  This  is  altogether  lacking  in  the  Report.  Dr,  Rush  observed, 
that  it  had  been  said  that  every  physician  wished  to  keep  his  art  a  secret. 
This  slander  upon  the  profession  was  repelled  by  that  able  professor, 
with  proper  dignity.  But  in  these  seven  years'  reports,  notwithstanding 
the  moral  and  domestic  method  is  sufficiently  detailed,  yet  the  medical 
mode  is  not  given.  The  former  is  fully  deserving  of  praise,  and  the 
latter  we  doubt  not  to  be  equally  so,  from  the  number  of  cures.  Yet, 
although  withheld,  it  seems  to  be  urgently  called  for,  from  the  frequent 
mention  of  "active  remedies,"  which  are  left  undefined,  and  which  must 
remain  unknown  to  the  world  unless  revealed  by  the  Superintendent,  as 
the  phrase  itself  is  evidently  at  variance  with  what  physicians  have 
usually  considered  active  remedies.  Thus,  for  example,  we  are  told  of 
the  female  patient,  No.  3  (p.  164),  that  "she  had  been  reduced  by  de- 
pletion and  starvation,  without  any  favorable  effect  upon  her  mind." 
And  what  are  we  told  in  the  very  next  sentence?  Why,  that  "she  was 
immediately  placed  under  the  influence  of  active  remedies.^'  So  here  we 
have  a  new  display  of  the  Materia  Medica.  Bloodletting,  cathartics  and 
emetics,  especially  when  aided  by  starvation,  have  hitherto  been  thought 
active  remedies.  But  at  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital,  it  would  appear 
that  a  different  view  is  entertained.  And  as  these  new  active  remedies 
had,  as  we  learn,  the  desired  effect,  should  they  remain  a  secret  from 
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the  profession?  We  humbly  submit  this  inquiry  to  the  Superintendent, 
of  whom,  from  personal  knowledge,  and  of  whose  official  acquirements 
and  management,  no  one  can  entertain  opinions  more  elevated  than  the 
present  writer. 

There  is  another  subject  connected  with  these  Reports,  which  has 
long  been  one  of  contemplation,  and  upon  which  we  had  intended  to 
animadvert  before  now.  The  Superintendent  assumes,  what  he  thinks 
that  no  one  will  hesitate  to  admit,  "that  insanity,  when  established, 
should  be  followed  by  immunity  from  punishment."  (p.  172.)  We  can- 
not coincide  in  tiiis  opinion,  especially  when  we  consider  that  it  is  a  pun- 
ishment to  every  insane  person  to  be  confined  in  a  hospital,  to  be  con- 
fined at  all,  and  in  most  instances  sorely  against  his  will  to  take  any 
kind  of  medicine  whatever.  But  there  is  another  view  still  move  sombre, 
serious  and  paramount. 

The  Superintendent  gives  the  case  of  Heller,  who  murdered  a  little 
innocent  girl  often  years  old,  by  cutting  off  her  head  ;  who  afterwards 
murdered  three  of  his  own  children,  who  were  borne  him  by  a  respecta- 
ble young  wife,  whom  he  also  murdered  with  an  axe,  whilst  she  was 
nursing  her  infant  at  her  breast,  whose  infant  head  he  likewise  cut  off! 
And  yet  no  insane  person  is  to  be  punished  !  If  we  appeal  to  ecclesiastical 
law,  which  enjoins  that  a  murderer  shall  not  be  suffered  to  live,  we  shall 
find  that  no  exception  is  made  in  behalf  of  insane  persons.  Still,  some 
commutation  of  punishment  may  often  seem  to  be  humane  and  expedient. 
The  four  last  murders  by  Heller  were  perpetrated  in  Indiana.  But 
before  they  were  committed,  it  was  shown  that  he  had  previously  mur- 
dered a  child,  "  under  the  most  appalling  circumstances,"  in  Dauphin 
county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  acquitted  upon  the  ground  of  m- 
sanity.  Now  to  the  respectable  Superintendent  we  know  that  no  repe- 
tition, amplification,  or  monotony,  is  necessary  in  order  for  him  to  feel 
the  weight  of  an  argument.  And  we  humbly  submit  the  case  to  him, 
whether  it  would  not  have  been  immensely  better  that  Heller  should 
have  been  punished  by  imprisonment  for  life,  or  otherwise,  than,  after 
his  first  appalling  murder,  to  have  been  set  at  liberty,  and  then  have 
committed  four  other  murders,  still  more  appalling?  Five  murders  in 
the  whole  !  More  deaths  by  the  hand  of  this  monster,  than  by  the  jaws 
.  of  any  mad  dog  whose  history  we  recollect ;  for  it  has  been  calculated, 
that  of  twenty  persons  bitten  by  the  same  mad  dog,  upon  an  average 
only  one  has  hydrophobia. 

Now  our  plan  is,  and  we  should  much  rather  that  it  would  have  ema- 
nated from  the  high  authority  of  the  Superintendent,  because  then  it 
would  have  had  some  influence  upon  the  public,  that  no  insane  -person, 
having  committed  murder,  should  be  suffered  to  be  at  large.  The  laws 
upon  this  point  need  amending,  and  the  sooner  the  better. 

One  further  consideration,  and  we  have  done.  It  is  well  known  to  all 
who  have  had  much  experience  with  the  raging  maniac,  that  fear  is  the 
only  remnant  of  reason  remaining.  He  has  lost  all  morality,  decency, 
filial  and  fraternal  affection,  self  respect,  respect  for  others,  and  honesty. 
Let,  then,  the  fear  of  punishment  be  withdrawn,  and  wo  to  the  lives  of 
the  friends  of  the  maniac,  and  to  those  of  the  feigned  maniac. 

Connecticut,  Sept.  1,  1837.  C. 
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YELLOW   FEVER. 

The  fearful  mortality  from  this  disease  at  the  present  time,  in  New  Or- 
leans, so  entirely  contrary  to  what  might  have  been  anticipated  by  any 
one  who  has  read  the  learned  discourse  of  Dr.  Barton  on  acclimation, 
renders  it  worth  the  while  to  recommence  a  series  of  investij^ations  in  re- 
lation to  the  excitiniT  causes  of  this  frightful  pestilence,  which  for  many 
years  has  received  little  or  no  attention  iVom  medical  writers.  There  was 
a  period  in  the  history  of  this  country  when  physicians  took  a  very  bold 
stand,  one  way  or  the  other,  in  speaking  of  its  character.  While  some 
were  fully  satisfied  of  its  infectious  nature,  others  were  equally  convinced 
that  its  origin  and  destructive  activity  depended  on  local  causes  which  it 
was  possible  to  control.  Indeed,  the  process,  by  which  its  periodical  de- 
velopment in  cities  where  it  had  been  rife,  might  be  overcome,  was 
confidently  spoken  of  Still,  with  all  the  wisdom  which  experience  is 
supposed  to  have  accumulated,  human  ingenuity  is  wholly  inadequate  to 
repress  its  reappearance,  or  ward  off  the  shafts  of  death  which  fly  from  its 
devastating  train. 

It  is  of  considerable  importance  to  ascertain  the  modern  treatment  of 
yellow  fever.  The  prescriptions  of  Dr.  Rush  were  simple  and  bold  ;  but 
whether  his  system  is  still  pursued,  or  whether  some  other  is  more  in 
vogue,  is  not  well  known  at  the  north.  When  a  hundred  men  are  dying 
daily,  and  that  for  weeks  in  succession,  in  a  city  which  may  justly  be 
proud  of  its  abundant  medical  talent,  by  a  fever  which  is  so  truly  common 
there  that  its  first  symptoms  are  recognized  by  every  person  of  intelli- 
gence, it  becomes  seriously  important  to  know  what  kind  of  medical  treat- 
ment is  meted  out  to  the  multitude  of  sick.  The  proportion  of  recoveries 
is  also  an  item  which  should  be  known.  There  is  no  expression  in  any 
of  the  New  Orleans  papers  which  leads  to  the  supposition  that  there  are 
any  saved.  Still,  it  cannot  be  possible  that  all  who  are  attacked  actually 
die.  The  physicians  of  New  Orleans,  therefore,  are  called  upon  for  a 
detailed  account. 


Anatomical  Lectureship. — Edward  Reynolds,  M.D.,  of  Boston,  has  been 
appointed  to  deliver  the  course  of  Anatomical  Lectures  at  the  Massachu- 
setts Medical  College,  Mason  Street,  the  ensuing  term, — the  Professor 
of  Anatomy  being  now  in  Europe.  This  is  a  very  satisfactory  selection, 
and  one  that  will  contribute,  we  trust,  to  the  mutual  prosperity  of  the 
institution  and  students. 


Counsellors'  Meeting. — Members  of  the  State  Medical  Council  will  ob- 
serve, on  the  advertising  page,  the  notice  of  the  Secretary,  Dr.  Homans, 
who  notifies  a  meeting  at  the  Athenaeum,  on  Wednesday,  October  4th. 
A  punctual  attendance  is  quite  desirable,  and  it  is  hoped,  therefore,  that 
gentlemen   residing  at  a  distance   from  the  city  will  make  seasonable 
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arrangements  for  attending.  It  has  so  happened,  for  many  years  in  suc- 
cession, that  only  a  ^gw,  if  any,  of  the  Counsellors  from  the  western  part 
of  the  State,  are  present  at  these  meetings,  which  are  of  importance  to 
the  prosperity  of  the  Society,  and  have  a  direct  hearing  upon  the  profes- 
sional character  and  prosperity  of  all  its  fellows.  Very  many  respectable 
practitioners  of  the  interior  have  neglected  to  avail  themselves  of  fnemher- 
ship,  which  is  greatly  to  be  regretted.  Every  reasonable  provision  has 
been  made  by  the  Society  to  receive  under  its  protection  all  who  have 
just  claims  upon  its  attention. 

Medical  Graduates. — An  anonymous  correspondent  must  have  discov- 
ered, by  looking  over  the  last  Journal,  that  the  neglect  of  which  he  com- 
plained was  altogether  imaginary,  as  the  catalogue  of  medical  graduates 
at  the  late  commencement  of  Harvard  University  was  published  the  very 
morning  on  which  his  letter  was  received.  The  Dean  of  the  Faculty  has 
never  been  wanting  in  promptness  in  anything  relative  to  his  official 
duties. 

Large  Adipose  Tumor. — We  are  informed  that  an  adipose  tumor,  weigh- 
ing 18  pounds,  and  measuring  27  inches  around  the  neck,  was  removed, 
last  week,  from  the  back  of  a  woman,  aged  about  60,  in  Kennebunk,  Me. 
The  operation  was  performed  by  Dr.  Burleigh  Smart,  of  that  place,  with 
the  assistance  of  Drs.  Emerson,  Dorrance,  Morse,  and  students  Tripp 
and  Sawyer.  The  tumor  was  removed  in  eight  minutes.  It  had  been 
growing  nearly  20  years.  Recently  it  had  ulcerated,  from  a  slight  injury, 
and  a  gangrenous  sloughing  had  commenced,  accompanied  with  con- 
siderable haemorrhage. 

The  wound  nearly  all  united  by  the  first  intention,  and  the  patient 
seems  nearly  well. 

Psijchodinamist, — which  means.  Bulletin  of  Animal  Magnetism  in  the 
United  States.  Such  is  the  title  of  a  proposed  Journal,  to  be  published 
semi-monthly,  16  pages  large  8vo.,  at  two  dollars  per  annum,  edited  by 
Charles  Poyen,  de  St.  Sauveur.  Whether  there  are  people  enough  in 
America  disposed  to  support  it,  is  a  matter  of  doubt  :  at  all  events,  the 
name  is,  unfortunately,  a  terrible  one  to  pronounce,  and  so  unlike  any- 
thing else,  that  we  were  afraid  of  being  magnetized  in  attempting  to 
speak  it. 

HulVs  liter 0- Jib dominal  Supporter. — A  gentleman  of  this  city,  who  has 
given  considerable  attention  to  this  instrument,  speaks  with  increasing 
confidence  of  its  intrinsic  value.  The  sale  has  been  steadily  increasing 
ever  since  it  was  offered  in  Boston,  which  is  one  of  the  most  positive  evi- 
dences of  the  interest  taken  in  it.  In  most  instances  the  supporter  has 
been  purchased  by  the  advice  of  physicians. 


To  Correspondents. — The  communication  on  the  fatal  effects  of  opium  in  a 
case  of  rheumatism  will  be  given  next  week.  The  writer  of  it  is  informed  that 
the  letter  to  which  he  refers  has  never  been  received  at  this  office.  Did  ho  direct 
it  to  one  of  the  agents,  or  to  the  publisher  of  the  Journal  ? — The  translation  from 
the  Italian  will  also  have  an  early  insertion. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Sept.  27,  38.     Males,  19— Females,  19. 

ConRuniption,  8 — teethinj;,  1 — cacliexy,  1 — palsy,  1  — apoplexy,  1 — cholera  infantum,  3— inflamma- 
tion of  the  bowels,  2— atrophy,  1— dropsy  in  the  head,  2— disease  of  the  heart,  1  — aneurism,  1 — gan- 
grene, 1 — old  age,  2 — concussion  of  the  brain,  1 — typhus  fever,  1— croup,  1 — stillborn,  3. 
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MEDICAL    SCHOOL   OF  HARVARD    UNIVERSITY. 

THE  Medical  Lectures  in  Harvard  University  will  begin  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  November,  in 
Mason  street,  Boston,  at  9   o'clock,  A.   M.,  and  continue  tliirteen   weeks.     For  the  following  four 
weeks,  the  Hospital  and  Dissecting  room  will  be  kept  open,  and  some  Lectures  will  be  given,  with- 
out additional  expen.se,  to  such  students  as  may  remain. 
The  following  Courses  of  Lectures  will  be  delivered  to  the  class  .of  the  ensuing  season.        Fees. 
Anatomy,  by  Edwakd  Rey.nolds,  M.D.*  $lo 

Chemistry,  by  .Ioh.v  W.  Webster,  M.D.  15 

Midwilery  and  .Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  Walter  Channing,  M.D.  10 

.Materia  .Vledica  and  Clinical  .Medicine,  by  Jacob  Bigelow,  M.D.  10 

Principles  and  Operations  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  by  Geo.  Havward,  M.D.       10 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  John  Ware,  M.D.  15 

By  an  additional  act  of  the  Legislature  of  .Massachusetts,  the  opportunities  for  the  study  of  Prac- 
tical .\natomy  are  now  placed  upon  the  most  liberal  footing,  and  an  ample  supply  of  subjects  for  the 
wants  of  science  will  be  legally  provided  at  a  small  expense. 

The  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  is  o|)en  without  fee  to  students  attending  the  Lectures  of  the 
physicians  and  surgeons.  Clinical  Lectures  are  given  several  times  iu  each  week,  and  surgical  opera- 
tions are  frequent. 

To  the  .Medical  College  is  attached  a  Medical  Library,  a  costfv'  and  extensive  Chemical  Apparatus, 
and  Collections  illustrative  of  .Midwifery,  Materia  Medica,  and  Healthy  and  .Morbid  Anatomy. 

W.VLTER  CHAN.XING, 
Boston,  July  5,  1837.  tNov.  1.  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine. 

*  Professor  John  C.  Warren  being  in  Europe,  and  having  announced  his  intention  not  to  return 
this  winter,  the  Corporation  of  Harvard  University  have  appointed  Edward  Reynolds,  M.D.,  Lecturer 
on  .\nalomy  the  ensuing  winter.  Professor  Hay  ward  has  also  been  appointed  to  deliver  the  Lectures 
on  Operative  Surgery.  Sept.  27.  W.  CHAA'XI^G,  Dean. 

[Printers  whose  papers  contain  the  advertisement  of  the  Lectures,  are  particularly  desired  to  insert 
the  above.] 

MEDICAL   LNSTITUTION   OF   YALE   COLLEGE. 

THE  course  of  Medical  Instruction  in  Yale  College  begins  on  Thursday,  Nov.  2d,  1837,  and  it  cou- 
tinues  seventeen  weeks.     The  several  branches  are  taught  as  follows,  viz  : 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by     -        -        -  Thomas  Hubbard,  M.D. 

Theory  and  Practice  of -Medicine,  by  .        .        .      Eli  Ives,  .M.D. 

Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by  .        .        .        .  Besjamin  Sillimax,  M.D.  and  LL.  D. 

Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,  by         -        -        -     William  Tullv,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  .        .        .        .  Joxathan  K.night,  .M.D. 

Obstetrics,  by--------      Timothy  P.  Beers,  M.D. 

The  matriculation  fee  and  contingent  bill  are  .^7..o0  ;  the  fees   for  Chemistry,  Anatomy,  Surgery, 
Materia  .Medica,  and  Theory  and  Practice,  are  ,$19.50  each;  and  for  Obstetrics,  ,§6 — amounting  to 
$76 — the  whole  to  be  paid  in  advance.     The  graduation  fee  is  §15. 
Yale  College,  Sept.  1,  1837.  Sept.  13— 6t 

MASSACHUSETTS  MEDICAL  SOCIETY— COUNSELLORS'  MEETING. 

A  ST.-VTED  .Meeting  of  the  Counsellors  of  the  .Massachusetts  .Medical  Society  will  be  held  at  the 
Society's  Room,  .\thenceum  Building,  Pearl  Street,  on  WEDJN'ESD.AY,  4th  of" October  next,  at  11 
o'clock,  A.  .M.  Sept.  9«— tm.  JOHN  HOM.\i\'S,  Rec.  Sec'ry. 

PROLAPSUS    UTERI    CURED    BY    EXTERNAL   APPLICATION. 

DR.  A.  G.  HULL'S  UTERO-ABDOMINAL  SUPPORTER  is  offered  to  those  afflicted  with  Prolapsvs 
Cierj,  and  oiherdiseises  depending  upon  relaxation  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  as  an  instrument  in 
every  way  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  restoration  to  health.  U'hen  this  instrument  is  care- 
fully and  properly  fitted  to  the  form  ofthepatient,  it  invariably  affords  the  most  immediate  immunity, 
from  the  distressing  "  dragging  and  bearing  down  "  sensations  which  accompany  nearlyall  visceral  dis- 
placements of  the  abdomen,  and  its  skilful  applicatinn  is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of 
radical  relief  from  the  patient  herself.  The  Supporter  is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by 
the  patient  without  further  aid.  Within  the  last  two  years  700  of  the  Utero-.^Bdominal  Supporters 
have  been  applied  with  the  most  happy  results. 

The  very  great  success  which  this  instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its  e.\aniination 
by  the  Physician  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  pessary  hitherto  in  use.  It  is  gratifying  to 
state,  that  it  has  met  the  decided  approbation  of  every  member  of  the  Medical  Faculty  who  lias  ap- 
plied it,  as  well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  it. 

The  ^Subscribers  hnving  been  appointed  agents  for  the  sale  of  the  above  instruments,  all  orders  ad- 
dressed to  them  will  bwproinptly  attended  to.     Price,  §10. 

liOWE  &  Reed,  Boston  ;  David  Ki.mwall,  Portsmouth,  X.  II.  ,  Joshua  Durgim,  Portland,  Me., 
Joseph  Balch,  Jr.  Providence,  R.  1. ;  Eusha  Edwards,  Springfield,  Mass.  ;  N.  S.  Worden, 
Bridgeport,  Conn.  May  10 — Bm 

TO   MEDICAL   STUDENTS. 

H.  \.  DE4VAR,  M.D.  intends  forming  a  class  for  the  study  of  Dentistry,  in  every  branch.  The  num- 
ber will  be  limited, and  each  student  will  have  an  opportunity  of  becoming  practically  acquainted 
with  all  the  operations  and  manipiilatious  requisite.  Dr.  P.  has  provided  a  large  and  commodious 
work-room  for  their  exclusive  use.  Further  particulars  may  be  learned  by  calling  on  Dr.  Dewar,  No. 
1  Montgomery  Place.  tf— Oct.  19 

Boston,  Oct.  7,  183G. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDKJAL  A.\D  SURGICAL  JOtTRNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CLAPP,  JR.  at  184  Washington  .'Afreet,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  '•ominnnic aiiiins 
must  be  addressed, posf-pai'/.  It  is  also  pHblished  in  Monlhly  Parts,  each  Part  conlaininc  the  weekly 
numbers  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  SMI'J'H,  M.D.  Editor.— I'rice  $3,00  a 
vear  in  advance.  <»;3..'i0  after  three  months,  and  $1,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year. — .Agents  allowed 
every  seventh  copy  sralis.—OxAern  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  ill  advance,  or 
satisfactory  reference.— Postage  the  same  as  for  a  Newspaper. 
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FISKE    FUND   PRIZE    DISSERTATIONS    OF    THE    RHODE   ISLAND 
MEDICAL    SOCIETY. 

NO.    III. BT    DAVID    KING,    JR.    M.D.,    NEWPORT. 

"  What  arc  the  causes  and  nature  of  Cholera  Infantum,  and  the  Vest 
mode  of  treatment  to  be  employed,  therein  V 

[Continued  from  page  1-23.] 

Pathology. — The  pathology  of  this  disease  will  be  inferred  from  a 
consideration  of  the  symptoms  during  life,  and  an  examination  of  the 
lesions  of  structure,  in  fatal  cases,  after  death.  The  following  appear- 
ances were  observed  by  Dr.  J.  Jackson  and  Dr.  J.  C.  Warren,  of  Bos- 
ton, from  examinations  made  during  a  period  of  several  years. 

"  The  body  is  emaciated  ;  often  very  much.  In  some  cases  the  abdo- 
men is  full  and  tense,  and  especially  about  the  region  of  the  liver.  The 
viscera  of  the  thorax  have  been  found  in  good  order.  In  the  abdomen, 
the  liver  has  sometimes  been  found  very  large,  so  as  to  occupy  two  fifths 
of  that  cavity  ;  but  this  viscus  has  not  presented  any  other  marks  of  dis- 
ease, unless,  indeed,  it  may,  in  one  or  two  cases,  have  been  rather  more 
firm  and  solid  than  natural."  The  gall-bladder,  spleen  and  pancreas,  have 
not  been  distinguished  by  any  peculiar  appearances.  "  The  peritoneal 
coat  of  the  intestines  has,  in  its  greater  part,  been  found  healthy  ;  in 
some  cases  altogether  so ;  but  in  most  cases  some  few  spots,  or  portions 
of  it,  have  been  discolored  in  consequence  of  a  distention  of  the  small 
vessels  going  to  supply  the  internal  membranes  or  coats.  Also  in  one  or 
two  cases,  an  inflamed  line  has  appeared  on  each  of  two  contiguous  folds 
of  intestine,  just  above  tlieir  line  of  contact.  In  every  case  marks  of 
disease  have  been  discovered  on  the  mucous  membrane.  In  the  stomach 
there  have  usually  been  observed  one  or  two  small  spots,  of  an  irregular 
shape,  in  which  the  mucous  membrane  was  red,  inclining  a  little  to  a 
purple.  The  membrane  in  these  places  has  not  been  much,  if  at  all, 
swollen.  The  stomach  is  commonly  lined  with  an  adhesive  mucus.  In 
the  duodenum  there  have  invariably  been  found  one  or  more  spots,  much 
larger  than  in  the  stomach,  in  which  the  mucous  membrane  has  been 
considerably  inflamed,  and  for  the  niost  part  swollen.  In  almost  every 
case,  such  an  inflamed  patch  has  been  found  at  the  very  commencement 
of  the  duodenum.  Other  inflamed  patches,  varying  in  size,  and  corres- 
ponding with  the  discolored  portions  of  the  peritoneal  coat,  have  been 
seen  in  the  small  intestines  in  every  case."* 

*  New  England  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  Vol.  I.  p.  25. 
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Dr.  Dewees  has  found,  in  the  small  intestines,  coagulable  lymph  spread 
over  the  smlace,  or  in  detacher!  pieces.  He  notices  an  alteration  of 
structure,  from  thickening  of  the  coats  of  the  intestine,  reducing  the 
calibre  of  the  alimentary  canal  in  the  parts  where  it  occurs. 

Dr.  Horner,*  from  some  careful  and  accurate  post-mortem  examina- 
tions, infers  that  cholera  infantum  is  a  follicular,  rather  than  an  erylhemoid 
inflammation — a  disease  of  the  innumerable  mucous  glands  or  follicles 
extended  from  one  end  to  the  other  of  the  alimentary  canal,  rather  than 
a  common  vascular  or  erythemoid  inflammation.  In  the  cases  examined 
bv  him,  the  stomach  was  of  a  sienna  color,  and  of  such  consistence  as  to 
be  readily  scraped  off  with  the  finger  nail  ;  the  small  and  large  intestines 
were  of  the  same  color,  and  presented  clusters  of  enlarged  and  tumid 
muciparous  glands  or  follicles.  The  follicles  were  of  the  size  of  millet 
seeds,  and  gave  to  the  mucous  membrane  the  appearance  of  having  been 
sprinkled  with  fine  white  sand.  By  macerating  the  intestines,  and  sus- 
pending them  in  spirits  of  wine,  so  as  to  remove  the  blood  and  mucus, 
the  anatomical  character  of  the  disease  was  clearly  demonstrated  to  be 
an  ulceration  and  tumefaction  of  the  follicular  system  of  the  intestines. 
In  one  case,  by  maceration  and  suspension  in  a  fluid,  he  discovered  seve- 
ral common  erythemoid  ulcerations  of  the  jejunum,  of  about  two  lines  in 
diameter,  which  were  imperceptible  during  the  dissection. 

Cruvelhier  has  described  a  disease,    resembling,  in  symptoms,  cholera 
infintum,  under  the  title  of  "  maladie  gastro-intestinale  des  enfans,  avec 
desorganizalion  gelatriaforme,"  characterized  by  excessive  thirst,  frequent 
vomiting  and  purgins:  of  mucous  and  bilious  matter,  rapid  emaciation,  and 
at  last  an  inclination  to  sleep,  from  which  the   patient  is  roused   by  ab- 
dominal   pains,   causing   plaintive  cries,  and   violent  contortions   of  the 
body.     Fatal  collapse  often  ensued,  in  the  course  of  twenty-four  or  forty- 
five  hours.     The  chief  morbid  appearance  was  a  gelatinous  softening  of 
the  stomach,  and  the  small  and  large  intestines.    He  attributes  the  patho- 
logical alteration    to   a  gastro-intestinal  irritation,   the  special  nature  of 
which  is  unknown.      He  thus  describes   the  alteration  of  structure : — 
"  Ce  ramollisement  procede  tonjours  de  I'interieur  vers  rexterieur.     11 
y  a  d'abord  simple  ecartement  des  fibres,  que  separe  un  mucus  gelatineux, 
et  par  consequent  les  parois  de  I'organe  sont  envahies,  disparaissent  enfin, 
de  telle  sorte  que  I'estomac  ou  I'intestin  ramallis  ressemblent  a  de  la 
gelatine  transparente,  arrondie  en   tube  ou   en  portion  de  tube.      Si  la 
transformation  est   complete,  les   parties   desorganisees   sont  entrarnees 
couche  par  couche,  et  ce  qui  reste  parait  aminci ;  le  peritoine  seul  rt'siste 
quelque  temps;  mais  enfin,  envahi  lui-meme,  il  s'use,  se  dechire,  et  la 
perforation  a  lieu.     Les  parties  ainsi  transformoes  sont  decolorees,  trans- 
parentes,   d'apparence   inorganique,  completcment  depourvues  de  vais- 
seaux,  exhalant  une   odeur  aigrelette   semblable   a  celle  du  lait  caille, 
sans  odeur  ni  de  putrefaction  ni  de  gangrene.     Un   fait  digne  d'interet, 
c'est  que  les  parties  ramoUies  se  decomposent  beaucoup  moins  prompte- 
ment  que  les  parties  non  alterees  dans  leur  organization.     L'ebullition 
qui  convertit  en  gelatine  Testomac,  et  les  intestins,  donne  une  idee  par- 
faite  de  ce  genre  d'alteration.     Je  dois  noter  ici  un  phenomene  bien  re- 
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marqiiable  ;  c'est  la  coloration  noire  des  vaisseaux  qui  avoisinent  I'altera- 
tion,  couieur  que  je  n'ai  jamais  rencontree  ni  dans  les  parlies  desorgani- 
Sees,  ni  dans  les  liquides  conlenus." 

The  peculiar  n)iasm,  which  produces  cholera  infantum,  acts  upon  the 
minute  raniilications  of  the  ganglionic  nerves,  in  tl)e  lungs,  and  by  means 
of  the  blood  throughout  the  vascular  and  capillary  systems.  This  primary 
influence  of  the  miasm  ou  the  organic  nerves  is  succeeded  by  excessive 
secretory  irritation  of  the  follicles  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  ali- 
mentary canal,  which  constitutes  the  disease.  The  minute  and  accurate 
researches  of  Dr.  Horner  evince  that  this  disease  extends  beyond  the 
limits  prescribed  to  it  by  Dr.  Jackson  and  Dr.  Devvees,  and  that  it  pre- 
vails through  the  whole  extent  of  the  i^astro-intestinal  mucous  membrane. 
The  constitutional  disturbance  produced  by  this  disease  is  readily  ex- 
plained by  the  extent,  the  relations,  and  the  important  functions  of  the  ali- 
mentary mucous  membrane.  The  morbid  excitement  prevailing  through 
this  extensive  exhaling  surface,  causes  active  determination  of  the  blood 
to,  and  profuse  secretion  of  mucus  and  serum  from,  the  exhalents  and 
follicles.  The  functions  of  digestion,  the  secretion  of  the  liver,  and  the 
processes  of  nutrition,  are  suspended.  The  evacuations  of  sero-mucoid 
fluid  by  vomiting  and  purging,  produce  rapid  emaciation,  drain  the  vas- 
cular system  of  the  serum  of  the  blood,  suspend  hasmatosis,  and  prostrate 
the  vital  forces  of  organic  life. 

The  process  of  dentition,  and  the  intense  irritation  of  the  gastro-intes- 
tinal  mucous  membrane,  produce  an  irritation  of  the  nervous  apparatus 
of  animal  life.  Hence  arise  the  spasms,  the  pains,  which  in  severe  cases 
are  ai;onizing,  and  the  convulsions,  which  precede  death  so  frequently  in 
this  disease.  Tlie  contrast  between  the  condition  of  the  system  of  organic 
life  and  that  of  animal  life,  is  beautifully  illustrated  by  Dr.  James  Jack- 
son, in  his  description  of  the  protracted  form  of  the  complaint.  "  When 
asleep,  the  patient  is  impressed  with  the  characters  of  death — his  counte- 
nance deathly,  his  pulses  quick  and  wiry,  his  respiration  scarcely  to  be 
heard  ;  but  when  he  awakes,  his  clear  eye  seems  to  view  the  objects 
around  him  with  a  peculiar  intelligence.  With  the  utmost  decision  he 
chooses  the  pleasant,  and  rejects  the  offensive  things,  which  are  offered 
him.  He  seems  almost  to  tell  you,  by  his  actions,  that  his  stoniach  is 
faint,  and  sinking,  and  distressed  ;  that  the  call  for  something  to  support 
it  is  most  painfully  imperious  ;  but  that  the  appetite  can  scarcely  find  an 
article  which  does  not  disgust  it.  The  child  is  not  disposed  to  make  ex- 
ertions ;  but  when  he  does,  there  is  often  displayed  a  momentary  energy 
of  will,  altogether  disproportioned  to  the  other  appearances  about  him. 
He  does  not  express  pleasure  ;  and  at  the  niost,  only  assents  to  what 
pleases  him  ;  but  he  frets  at  what  disappoints  him,  and  scolds  most 
sharply  at  what  offends  him." 

The  cerebral  irritation  is  very  likely  to  cause  congestion,  inflammation, 
and  serous  effusion.  Hence  at  last  the  animal  powers  fail — the  patient 
sinking  into  a  somnolent  state,  from  which  he  is  roused,  occasionally,  by 
excruciating  pains  in  the  bowels. 

In  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  disease,  we  believe  it  to  be  situated  in 
the  follicular  system  of  the  gastro-intestinal  mucous  membrane.     The 
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pathological  appearances  are  various,  and  the  evidence  accumulated  may 
not  seem  sufficient  lo  enable  us  to  separate,  with  exactness,  the  accidental 
from  the  constant  lesions  of  structure.  If  this  be  the  case,  post-mort  m 
examinations,  con(hicted  according  to  the  accurate  method  of  Dr.  Horner,* 
cannot  fail  to  establish  the  true  pathology.  The  following  considerations 
render  it  highly  probable  that  this  disease  is  seated  in  the  follicular  sys- 
tem. 1st.  Chililren  are  liable  to  have  the  follicles  of  the  gastro-intestinal 
mucous  membrane  highly  developed,  which  development  renders  them 
more  susceptible  to  disease. f  2d.  This  disease,  towards  its  close,  affects 
not  only  the  follicles  of  the  mouth  and  fauces,  but  of  the  cutaneous  sur- 
face. 3d.  A  disease  of  the  follicles  of  the  gastro-intestinal  mucous  mem- 
brane, readily  accounts  for  the  severity  of  the  constitutional  affection, 
from  their  immense  number. 

Treatment. — The  indications  of  cure  in  this  disease,  are  to  allay  the 
irritability  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  to  determine  to  the  surface,  to 
guard  against  local  inflammation,  to  support  the  strength,  and  restore  a 
healthy  tone  to  the  organism. 

1st.  The  leading  feature  of  this  disease  is  an  excessive  irritation  of 
the  follicles  of  the  ij,astro-intestinal  mucous  membrane.  This  irritation 
causes  a  determination  of  blood  to  the  digestive  mucous  membrane,  and 
an  exhausting  secretion  of  sero-mucoid  fluid.  To  allay  the  irritation  of 
the  mucous  membrane  is,  then,  an  object  of  the  first  importance.  A  few 
leeches  are  to  be  applied  to  the  epigastrium.  An  enema,  consisting  of  a 
solution  of  common  salt  in  warm  water,  is  to  be  administered,  and  re- 
peated pro  re  nata ;  for  a  child,  a  year  old,  a  gill  of  warm  water  to  a 
teaspoonful  of  salt  will  be  the  proper  proportion.  The  injection  removes 
whatever  faecal  matter  may  have  collected  in  the  large  intestines,  and 
exerts,  probably,  through  the  medium  of  the  ganglionic  nerves,  a  salutary 
effect  upon  the  hepatic  secretion,  and  thereby  allays  the  gastric  irrita- 
bility. Dr.  Dewees  has  seen  this  simple  remedy  frequently  relieve  the 
patient,  almost  entirely  without  the  aid  of  any  other  remedy.  The  ap- 
plication of  leeches  to  the  epigastrium  should  be  succeeded  by  the  re- 
peated application  of  warm  poultices  over  the  abdomen.  If  leeches 
cannot  be  obtained,  other  measures  of  revulsion  must  be  adopted.  The 
patient  may  be  put  into  a  warm  bath,  rendered  stimulating  by  adding 
salt;  the  surface  may  be  rubbed,  immediately  on  coming  out,  with  some 
stimulating  liniment. 

R.   Liquoris  Ammon.    3j.  R.   Tinct.  Cantharid.    3  iij. 

Olei  Olivae    S'j-  Olei  Terebinth.    3j. 

misce  bene  et  addo  Ammonife  Liq.    3iss. 

Spt.  Camphorae    3  ij-  Saponis  Duri    3j. 

Olei  Terebinth.    3  iij-  Olei  Limonis    3j. 

Saponis  Duri    3  v.  M.  ft.  Linimentum. 

misce  bene. 

Olei  Limonis   3ij.     M. 
The  warm  bath  and  the  stimulating  frictions  should  be  used  daily 
during  the  continuance  of  the  disease,  and  may  be  repeate  I  according  to 

*  We  refer  to  pathological  researches,  by  the  aid  of  minute  injections  of  the  diseased  membrane, 
t  Dr.  Hope. 
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the  severity  of  the  gastro-intestinal  irritation.  Blisters,  applied  over  the 
epigastrium,  are  a  valuable  means  o(  counler-irritalion.  From  their  occa- 
sional severe  local  ellccts  in  infants,  tliey  should  be  applied  for  two 
or  three  hours  only  at  a  time,  and  be  followed  by  the  repeated  applica- 
tion of  emollient  poultices. 

The  vomiting  is  so  severe,  in  this  disease,  as  often  to  require  the  ap- 
plication of  particular  remedies  to  allay  it.  Dr.  Dewees  recommends, 
for  this  purpose,  a  teaspoonful  of  strong,  coffee,  without  sugar  or  milk,  to 
be  given  every  fifteen  minutes.  Equal  proportions  of  milk  and  lime 
water,  toast  water,  and  small  "pieces  of  ice  (given  frequently  to  cliildren 
of  sufficient  age),  may  be  tried.  Hops,  ilie  green  leaves  of  the  garden- 
mint,  or  green  peach  tree  leaves,  steeped  in  hot  water  or  vinegar  and 
water,  and  applied  warm,  and  nearly  dry,  over  the  stomach  and  breast, 
will  be  useful.  These  remedies,  with  iced  and  demulcent  drinks,  and  a 
few  doses  of  hydrarg.  cum  creta,  with  magnesia  or  soda,  will  in  many 
cases  effectually  allay  the  gastro-intestinal  irritation.  If  the  severe  vom- 
iting and  purging  continue,  and  an  exhausting  secretion  from  the  gastro- 
intestinal mucous  membrane,  minute  doses  of  sub  rnur.  hydrarg.  and  ipe- 
cacuanha may  be  administered. 

R.   Sub  Mur.  Hyd.  grs.  iij. 
Pulv.  Ipecacuanha  grs.  iij. 
Sacch.  Alb.   grs.  xij. 
Ft.  Pulveres  xij. 

One  of  these  powders  may  be  given  every  half  hour  or  hour,  till  the 
stools  evince  a  decided  restoration  of  the  hepatic  secretion.  The  mode 
of  the  operation  of  calomel,  in  minute  doses,  is  not  to  be  illustrated  by 
the  principle  of  direct  revulsion  ;  for  it  not  onl}'^  changes  the  morbid  action 
of  the  follicles,  but  it  excites  to  a  healthy  action  the  hepatic  and  cutane- 
ous secretions. 

In  addition  to  this  plan,  it  is  important  to  administer  remedies  calcu- 
lated to  give  the  patient  rest  during  the  night,  otherwise  the  pain  and 
frequent  evacuations  may  produce  a  fatal  exhaustion  of  the  vital  forces. 
To  effect  this  purpose,  it  will  be  proper  to  place  the  patient,  for  eight  or 
ten  minutes,  in  a  bath  of  a  temperature  from  90  to  95  degrees  Fahren- 
heit ;  the  skin  should  then  be  wiped  dry,  and  friction  employed  to  excite 
the  surface.  A  little  paregoric  and  wine  of  ipecacuanha  may  some- 
times be  given  ])reviously  to  the  use  of  the  warm  bath.  The  effects  of 
opiates  should,  however,  be  carefully  watched,  especially  their  influence 
on  the  brain.  If  they  have  an  injurious  influence  it  will  be  readily  seen 
on  the  following  morning,  in  the  heavy  appearance  of  the  eyes  and 
countenance,  in  the  dryness  of  the  tongue,  and  the  enfeebled  state  of  the 
stomach. 

Another  indication  is  to  guard  against  the  occurrence  of  local  inflam- 
mation. 

Cerebral  inflammation  is  a  frequent  complication  of  this  disease.  To 
prevent  such  an  occurrence,  blisters  may  be  applied  to  the  mastoid 
apophyses.  Dr.  Eberle  always  applies  blisters  behind  the  ears,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  disease.  Dr.  Parrish  says,  "  in  severe  cases, 
much  good  may  be  expected  from  the  application  of  blisters  behind  the 


138  Fits — Vomiting — Non-secretion  of  Urine. 

ears.  I  was  led  to  this  practice,  by  observing  that  the  enipiion,  which, 
during  dentition,  is  apt  to  make  its  appearance  behind  the  ears,  often 
proves  a  most  salutary  effort  of  Nature  ;  and  that  while  it  continues,  the 
infant  generally  enjoys  an  exemption  from  those  dangerous  disorders  inci- 
dent to  this  critical  period  of  life.  To  imitate  nature  as  closely  as  pos- 
sible, the  discharge  from  the  blistered  surface  should  be  maintained  for 
some  time  by  stimulating  dressings.  I  have  witnessed  the  most  bene- 
ficial effects  frotn  this  practice,  and  can  strongly  recommend  it  to  the 
attention  of  the  j)rofession."  If  cerebral  irritation  be  increased  by  in- 
flamed or  swollen  gums,  they  should  be  freely  divided.  If  the  hepatic 
secretion  be  suspended,  minute  doses  of  calomel  and  ipecacuanha  should 
be  given.  If  the  intestinal  irritation  appear  to  aggravate  the  cerebral 
affection,  after  a  few  leeches  have  been  applied  to  the  temples,  small 
doses  of  Dover's  pulv.  hydrarg.  cum  creta,  and  pulv.  antimonialis,  may 
be  administered  in  mucilage  of  gum  arable. 

Acute  Enteritis  sometimes  supervenes  in  this  disease.  When  the 
discharges  become  bloody,  or  consist  of  a  iimco-sanguinolent  fluid,  and 
tenesmus  occurs,  with  other  dysenteric  symptoms,  mucilaginous  enemala, 
with  a  few  drops  of  laudanum,  may  be  administered.  If  the  tongue  be 
red,  dry,  and  parched,  and  tenderness  exist  on  pressure  on  the  abdomen, 
two  or  three  leeches  should  be  applied  along  the  course  of  the  colon, 
and  afterwards  a  large  emollient  poultice  over  the  abdomen.  Dover's 
pulv.  and  hyd.  cum  creta  may  then  be  given,  as — 
R.  Pulv.  Dover,  iij.  grs. 
Hyd.  c.  Cret.  Bj. 
Pulv.  Gum  Arab.  9ij. 
Ft.  X.  Pulv. 
One  powder  may  be  given  every  two  or  three  hours,  till  the  symp- 
toms abate.  Gum  arable  water  is  to  be  freely  given  in  the  mean  time. 
If  the  sanguineous  discharges  be  profuse,  a  continuation  of  opium,  ipe- 
cacuanha and  acet.  plumbi  will  be  useful.  When  the  disease  affects 
more  particularly  the  small  intestines,  as  indicated  by  vomiting,  thirst, 
a  red  tongue,  diarrhoea,  tympanitis  and  tenderness  on  pressure,  leeches, 
or  a  blister  to  the  epigastrium,  to  be  followed  by  the  application  of  a 
large  emollient  poultice,  Dover's  pulv.  and  hydrarg.  cum  creta,  and  iced 
demulcent  drinks,  will  be  our  chief  dependence.  Spirits  of  turpentine 
has  been  recommended  by  different  authors  as  a  specific  for  tympanitis; 
but  clinical  experiments  have  proved  this  article  to  be  injurious  in  tym- 
panitis occurring  in  the  early  stage  of  enteritis.  In  such  cases,  the  sub- 
sidence of  the  tympanitis  from  the  use  of  the  turpentine  is  only  tempo- 
rary.    It  returns,  afterwards,  in  a  more  aggravated  form. 

[To  be  continued.! 
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[Coininunicaled  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Miss  U.,  of  Clarendon,  in  this  State,  has  been  subject,  ever  since  her 
childhood,  to  what  have  been  termed  "  fits."  From  the  description  fur- 
nished by  the  family,  the  "  fits"  seem  to  have  consisted  in  a  temporary 
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suspension  of  voluntary  motion,  the  senses  usually  remaining  unimpaired. 
Sometimes  there  have  been  slight  convulsions.  Latterly  the  inability  to 
perform  voluntary  motion  has  frequently  been  confined  to  the  lower 
limbs — has  returned  daily,  and  lasted  from  one  to  three  hours.  For  the 
last  fourteen  years  she  has  rejected  her  food  by  vomiting.  She  eats, 
with  a  good  appetite,  the  usual  quantity  for  a  [)erson  in  health,  and  ap- 
parently rejects  the  whole  in  from  five  to  fifteen  minutes.  Diminishing 
the  quantity  or  altering  the  quality  of  her  food  has  no  effect  on  this 
symptom  of  vomiting.  Bowels  incline  to  costiveness.  Menstrual  func- 
tion not  materially  differing  from  the  healthy  state.  Sits  up  a  part  of 
every  day,  performs  some  labor,  and  occasionally  lides  out. 

The  symptom,  however,  which  makes  her  case  chiefly  worth  notice, 
is  a  total  susjycnsion  of  the  secretion  of  urine,  of  more  than  a  year's 
standing.  Her  character,  as  well  as  that  of  her  family,  is  such  as  to  pre- 
vent any  suspicion  of  an  attempt  at  deception.  She  has  not  voided  a 
drop  of  urine  for  the  last  twelve  or  thirteen  months,  nor  has  a  urinous 
smell  ever  been  perceived.  It  was  suggested  to  her  physician,  Dr. 
Bowen,  of  Clarendon,  that  the  use  of  the  catheter  might  be  necessary; 
but  on  examination  he  was  convinced  that  there  was  no  urine  in  the 
bladder. 

I  ought  to  have  mentioned  that  Miss  U.  is  now  about  30  years  old, 
and  that  she  has  never  been  thought  hysterical  by  her  physicians. 

1  leave  the  duty  of  commenting  on  the  above  case,  to  you  or  your 
correspondents.  David  Palmer. 

Woodstock,  Vt.,  Sept.  2,  1837. 
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May  7,  1837,  Mrs.  W.  R.  called  on  me  for  advice.  On  the  5th  she 
had  been  actively  engaged  in  her  domestic  duties,  and  was  exposed  for 
a  few  moments  to  a  sudden  shower  of  rain.  Soon  after,  she  began  to 
feel  a  soreness  in  the  feet,  with  extreme  tenderness  of  the  soles,  which 
extended  to,  and  soon  occupied,  the  whole  of  the  lower  extremities. 
The  parts  affected  were  so  extremely  sensitive  that  she  could  not  bear 
the  least  motion,  or  even  the  weight  of  her  clothes,  without  intolerable 
pain.  She  took  some  domestic  medicines,  such  as  hot  drinks,  put  her 
feet  into  a  hot  bath,  &,c.,  and  thus  passed  along  until  the  evening  of  the 
6th,  when  she  drank  freely  of  lanzy  tea.  She  remarked,  that,  notwith- 
standing her  efforts,  she  could  not  sweat  any.  The  tanzy,  however, 
brought  on  a  profuse  menorrhagia,  which  continued  when  1  saw  her. 

7ih.  7,  P.  M.  I  found  the  patient  unable  to  move  her  limbs  but  with 
great  difficulty;  the  pain  was  excruciating  from  the  hips  to  the  extremi- 
ties of  the  toes ;  there  was  but  little  swelling  or  redness,  and  that  con- 
fined to  the  articulations ;  pulse  90,  very  irritable;  skin  hot  and  dry; 
tongue  very  slightly  coated,  and  moist.  Slie  had  just  taken  cathartic 
medicine,  which  was  operating  freely.     Under  these  circumstances  I 
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concluded  to  coiniuence  the  opium  course,  and  directed  a  pill  of  opium, 
1  gr.,  conserve  ros.  q.  s.  to  be  taken  every  hour.  This  was  at  7,  P.  M. 
Slie  took  ten  pills  before  any  change  in  her  (own)  feelings  or  syniptonis 
occurred,  when  diaphoresis  commenced  above  a  line  drawn  across  the 
ant.  sup.  sp.  of  the  ileum,  which  soon  became  profuse;  all  below  this 
point  hot  and  dry. 

8th.  5,  A.  M.  She  complained  of  distention  in  the  pubic  region,  and 
on  inquiry  I  found  she  had  passed  no  urine  for  18  hours;  discharge  from 
the  uterus  diminished,  but  fnje.  Directed  a  continuance  of  the  opium 
pills,  with  spts.  nitri  dulc.  At  10,  A.  M.  again  saw  her;  she  had  mic- 
turated freely;  diaphoresis  as  before,  and  copious;  mind  calu)  and  tran- 
quil, was  not  sensible  of  any  effect  of  the  medicine  upon  the  brain.  She 
now  began  to  feel  a  pricking  sensation  in  the  first  toe  of  the  right  foot. 
which  was  very  soon  followed  by  perspiration  at  that  point,  while  the 
remaining  part  of  the  foot  and  limb  was,  as  before,  hot  and  dry  ;  tongue 
the  same  ;  pulse  soft,  85.  The  weather,  up  to  this  time,  was  clear  and 
pleasant.  8  o'clock,  P.  M.  Symptoms  improving.  The  whole  right 
foot  is  sensible,  and  in  free  perspiration  ;  the  limbs  continue  as  before  ; 
pulse  80,  soft ;  directed  pills  every  two  hours,  diluent  drinks,  and 
quiet. 

9th.  A.  M.  Found  some  nausea  and  headache  ;  diaphoresis  less 
free,  and  generally  the  effects  described  by  Cazenove  as  the  result  of  an 
under  dose.  The  right  limb  was  free  from  pain  and  soreness,  with  the 
exception  of  the  knee.  She  also  experienced  some  uneasiness  from  dis- 
tention of  the  bladder.  Directed  a  laxative,  and  the  application  of 
cloths  wet  with  hot  water  to  the  pubic  region  ;  gentle  diuretics ;  pills 
every  hour,  as  at  first.  12,  M.  Urine  has  passed  freely  ;  diaphoresis 
free  and  general,  with  exception  of  the  left  limb ;  bowels  have  not 
moved.  Repeat  cath.,  diminish  pills  one  fourth,  and  repeat  every  hour. 
10,  P.  M.  Bowels  soluble  ;  diaphoresis  profuse  ;  urinary  discharge 
natural  ;  mind  tranquil ;  natural  sensibility  rapidly  returning  in  the  left 
limb.  Treatment  continued,  with  direction,  to  an  excellent  nurse,  should 
any  of  the  former  unpleasant  symptoms  recur,  to  return  to  the  full 
dose. 

10th.  A.  M.  Diaphoresis  had  been  maintained  through  the  night; 
tenderness  nnich  diminished  ;  other  symptoms  same.  Treatment  con- 
tinued. 12,  M.  Same  symptoms.  10,  P.  M.  Diaphoresis  free  ;  disease 
rapidly  subsiding;  diminished  the  pills  one  third,  with  directions  to  re- 
turn to  the  full  dose  should  perspiration  subside.     Diluents  continued. 

11th.  A.  M.  Diaphoresis  free;  complains  of  a  little  nausea  and  sore- 
ness of  the  gums,  and  occasionally  double  vision  for  a  moment;  tongue 
moist,  clean,  red,  and  appeared,  together  with  the  gums,  somewhat 
spongy.  Directed  one  gr.  pill  for  three  hours,  then  return  to  former 
dose;  yeast  gargle.  12,  M.  Symptoms  improved;  no  nausea;  vision 
clear;  diaphoresis  and  diuresis  free.  Treainient  continued.  9,  P.  M. 
Pulse  80;  other  symptoms  as  before.     Same  treatment. 

12th.  8,  A.  M.  Pain  and  tenderness  nearly  subsided  ;  less  tenderness 
of  the  mouth  ;  complains  of  a  sore  spot  on  the  elbow%  and  thinks  it  is  in 
consequence  of  resting  upon  that  point ;  pills  diminished  one  half,  with 
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directions  lo  resume  as  before  ;  yeast  garble  ;  she  also  occasionally  swal- 
lows a  little.  The  weather,  up  to  this  inorninf;,  continued  uniform, 
clear  and  pleasant ;  it  now  rains,  with  a  chilly  northwest  wind.  1.  P.  IVl. 
Evidenily  a  metastasis  to  the  right  elbow  and  hand  ;  mouth  better;  dia- 
phoresis not  so  free  ;  pulse  86.  Directed  1  gr.  doses  until  diaphoresis 
became  free  ;  yeast  contintjed.  I  now  found  it  convenient  to  s;ive  wine 
whey  to  aid  in  sustaining  the  system  under  the  powerful  and  continued 
sweating  caused  by  the  opium.  10,  P.  M.  Diaphoresis  free;  pain  and 
tenderness  in  the  new  locality  diminishing  rapidly.  Directed  ^  gr.  pills, 
unless  diaphoresis  should  subside. 

13th,  8,  A.  M.  Disease  nearly  subsided  ;  mouth  and  tongue  quite 
tender  and  spon<fy.  Diminished  pills  to  ^  gr.  ;  yeast,  wine  whey,  and 
soda  powders.  2,  P.  M.  Slight  metastasis  to  left  shoulder  and  hand. 
Return  full  doses  for  three  hours,  then  continue  ^  gr.  pills  and  other 
treatment. 

14th.  8,  A.  M.  All  the  unpleasant  symptoms,  except  a  little  sore- 
ness in  the  thumb  of  the  left  hand,  have  disappeared  ;  for  the  last  eight 
hours  diuresis  has  been  copious,  with  a  red  sediment.  Complained  early 
in  the  morning  of  double  vision.  Treatment  continued.  1,P.  M.  The 
disease  seems  to  have  taken  leave  entirely — pain  and  tenderness  gone — 
she  feels  as  if  she  could,  if  she  dare,  go  about  her  house  without  diffi- 
culty. Treatment  continued.  4,  P.  M.  Sent  for  in  great  haste;  found 
the  patient  making  an  effort  to  get  out  of  bed  ;  face  flushed  ;  eyes  wild  ; 
skin  dry.  In  a  few  minutes  she  became  quiet,  settled  down  upon  the 
bed;  comatose;  pupils  contracted;  breathing  stertorous;  teeth  firmly  in 
contact.  She  was  bled  l^reely,  and  irritants  liberally  applied  ;  found  it 
impossible  to  give  medicines  by  the  mouth.  The  pulse  60,  and  full. 
At  7  o'clock,  the  pulse  became  rai)id  and  irregular,  and  at  half  past  7 
she  expired. 

I  would  add,  that  after  a  time  of  sunshine  the  weather  again  changed, 
and  it  began  to  rain  at  2  o'clock,  with  that  same  northwest  chilly  wind. 

As  much  has  been  written  of  late  in  favor  of  the  opium  practice  in 
rheumatism,  I  have  been  induced  to  re()ort  this  case  at  length,  that  those 
interested  in  the  investigation  might  be  in  possession  of  all  the  facts 
necessary  to  the  formation  of  a  correct  judgment  as  to  the  merits  of  the 
plan.  The  relief  afforded  by  the  tnedicine  in  the  earlier  stages  of  the 
complaint  was  extremely  gratifying,  and  induced  me  to  persevere  until 
triumph  seemed  complete,  when  the  fatal  event  thus  suddenly  super- 
vened. There  appeared  to  be  some  little  disposition  to  metastasis  coin- 
cidental with  changes  in  the  weather,  as  the  disease  seemed  to  be  yield- 
ing, and  that  which  proved  fatal  may  have  been  induced  by  the  change 
in  temperature  noticed  above.  1  think,  however,  it  might  not  have 
occurred  if  the  system  had  not  been  debilitated  or  rendered  preternaturally 
susceptible  by  the  sweating  process  as  produced  by  the  opium.  What- 
ever may  be  the  correct  explanation,  the  inquiry  naturally  arises,  and  we 
should  like  to  see  it  satisfactorily  settled,  whether  or  not  metastasis  is 
most  common  under  this  plan  of  treatment,  and  if  it  is,  on  the  whole, 
the  safest  course.  J. 
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INTRODUCTION   OF   AIR  INTO  THE   VEINS  — RECOVERY. 

At  a  late  meeting  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Meclicine,  at  Paris,  M. 
Amussat  coiniminicated  the  following  reniaikable  case  of  recovery,  after 
the  introduction  of  air  into  the  veins. 

On  Saturday,  July  1st,  M.  Amussat  removed  the  right  breast  of  a 
woman,  47  years  of  age ;  the  patient  was  originally  strono;,  and  enjoyed 
good  heahh,  until  two  years  previously,  when  a  small  scirrhous  tumor 
made  its  appearance  in  the  right  breast,  and  gradually  extended  to  the 
whole  of  the  mammary  gland,  as  well  as  to  the  subjacent  and  surround- 
ing tissues.  After  having  removed  tlie  mass  of  the  disease,  and  laid  bare 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  right  side  of  the  chest,  M.  Amussat  prepared 
himself  to  dissect  out  the  prolongation  of  the  cancerous  substance,  towards 
the  opposite  side  :  while  dividing,  for  this  purpose,  the  tissues  beneath 
tiie  left  clavicle,  he  suddenly  heard  a  distinct  and  intermitting  sound  of 
air  passing  into  a  cavity  through  a  narrow  orifice  ;  this  sound  was  also 
heard  by  three  of  the  medical  gentlemen  present.  The  patient,  who  had 
supported  the  operation,  up  to  this  period,  with  sreat  fortitude,  immedi- 
ately complained  of  uneasiness,  and  of  a  sense  of  suffocation,  crying  out 
that  she  was  going  to  die.  A  second  sound,  similar  to  the  former  one, 
was  now  heard,  and  left  no  doubt  on  the  operator's  mind  as  to  the  nature 
of  the  dreadful  and  almost  universally  fatal  accident,  which  had  taken 
place.  He  immediately  placed  his  finger  over  the  point  from  which  the 
sound  seemed  to  issue,  and  exercised  firm  pressure.  During  this  time 
the  woman's  face  became  covered  with  a  cold  sweat,  the  eyes  were 
turned  upwards,  and  she  exclaimed  once  or  twice,  "  I  am  dying."  The 
appearance  of  the  unfortunate  woman,  the  nature  of  the  sound  heard, 
and  the  general  symptoms,  indicated  that  air  had  passed  into  the  venous 
system;  M.  Amussat,  therefore,  lost  no  time  in  endeavoring  to  expel  it 
by  compressing  the  parietes  of  the  chest,  while  he  left  the  orifice  of  the 
wounded  vein  open.  Having  repeatedly  reduced,  by  compression,  the 
capacity  of  the  chest,  he  directed  one  of  the  assistants  to  press  with  his 
finger  over  the  venous  orifice.  After  the  lapse  of  a  few  minutes  the  pa- 
tient began  to  feel  somewhat  better,  the  sense  of  suffocation  diminished, 
and  M.  Amussat  terminated  the  operation  by  removing  several  diseased 
ganglia  near  the  brachial  plexus  and  axillary  vessels;  he  then  arrested 
the  hcemorrhage,  by  submitting  the  arteries  to  "  torsion,"  and,  by  way  of 
precaution,  passed  a  ligature  through  the  orifice  of  the  vein  into  which 
the  air  was  supposed  to  have  entered.  The  wound  was  dressed  in  the 
ordinary  manner. 

On  the  above  case  IVI.  Amussat  remarked,  that  although  several  other 
analogous  ones  had  been  observed,  yet  he  believed  this  was  the  only  one 
where  the  patient  survived.  The  fortunate  termination  in  the  present 
instance  was  owing  to  his  having  so  quickly  discovered  the  nature  of  the 
accident  which  had  taken  place;  and  this,  again,  depended  on  his  having 
been  familiar  with  the  peculiar  sound  which  is  produced  whenever  air 
passes  into  a  wounded  part,  an  accident  that  he  often  witnessed  and 
studied  while  operating  on  living  animals. 
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SELECTIONS   FROM   FOREIGN   JOURNALS. 

Typhus  Fever — Purgatives — Bleeding  in  Typhus  and  other  Dis- 
eases.— Tlie  result  of  Andral  and  Louis's  observtUions,  lately  comrnuni- 
caied  in  Paris,  are  as  follows : — 

1st.  Purgatives  are  not  as  dangerous  in  typhus  fever  as  they  are  repre- 
sented to  be.  That  in  no  case  in  which  they  were  given  at  the  com- 
mencement of  typhoid  fever  have  they  increased  the  disease. 

'2d.  That  in  serious  cases,  purgatives  have  produced  more  advanta- 
geous results  than  bleeding,  or  the  mixed  method. 

3d.  That  in  all  cases  indiscriminately  treated  by  aperients  only,  the 
mortality  has  been  less  than  by  bleeding. 

M.  Andral  said,  that  he  had  frequently  had  recourse  to  bleeding,  in 
his  own  practice,  for  patients  in  typhoid  fever,  and  that  the  patients  had 
died  rapidly,  in  a  species  of  sub-delirium.  When  the  illustrious  Brous- 
sais  was  the  leading  man  in  the  Paris  medical  schools,  M.  Andral  says, 
"  I  had  innumerable  opportunities  of  attending  students  attacked  with  the 
typhoid  fever.  Those  young  men,  acquainted  with  the  prevailing  doc- 
trines, had  insisted  on  being  bled  copiously,  before  I  saw  them.  1  bled 
them  again,  according  to  their  constitution.  Most  of  these  unhappy  pa- 
tients sank  and  died.  It  is  not,  therefore,  surprising  that  I  should  have 
conceived  so  great  an  aversion  for  bleeding  in  typhoid  fever.  1  consci- 
entiously assert,  indeed,  that  I  have  also  seen  the  most  distressing  results 
ensue  from  copious  bleeding  in  other  diseases.  In  erysipelas,  for  instance, 
under  the  influence  of  bleeding,  the  skin  has  become  white,  but  phlogosis 
has  still  existed  in  the  subcutaneous  cellular  tissue  ;  and  the  patients 
gradually  sank  and  died.  1  have  observed  the  same  phenomena  in  seve- 
ral cases  of  pneumonia,  though  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  bleeding  should 
be  totally  avoided  in  erysipelas  and  pneumonia,  but  the  modus  in  rebus 
should  be  observed." 


Salt  and  Water,  to  quench  Thirst  and  allay  Vomiting. — Mr.  Chap- 
man, in  the  treatment  of  cholera,  has  administered  common  salt  in  solu- 
tion in  several  cases,  apparently  with  considerable  advantage.  Mr.  Cor- 
byn  also  has  mentioned,  that  he  allowed  his  patients  to  drink  freely  of 
congee  water  abounding  with  salt,  observing,  that  it  tended  to  act  on  the 
bowels,  and  he  did.  not  find  that  it  aggravated  thirst,  an  effect  to  be 
apprehended  from  its  use.  Without  discussing  the  probable  action  of  the 
remedy,  1  shall  merely  state  a  fact  which  occurred  in  my  own  practice, 
neither  of  the  above  gentlemen,  so  far  as  I  have  seen,  having  distinctly 
described  what  the  advantages  of  the  salt  were.  In  May,  1835,  a  sepoy 
of  the  resident's  escort  was  attacked  with  spasmodic  cholera.  I  need 
not  describe  the  case  minutely  ;  excessive  thirst,  and  heat  at  the  pit  of 
the  stomach,  formed  part  of  the  symptoms,  and  his  calls  for  cold  water 
were  urgent  and  incessant.  He  vomited  everything  as  soon  as  swallowed. 
I  had  lately  been  reading,  that  English  medical  men  had  tried  common 
salt,  and  independently  of  its  praises  as  an  emetic,  I  saw  a  solution  of  it 
recommended  for  the  dreadful  thirst,  and  burning  at  the  prascordia.  De- 
termining to  try  it,  I  put  four  large  table-spoonfuls  of  salt  to  a  wine  hot- 
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tie  of  cold  water,  of  which  1  gave  a  table-spoonful  every  three  or  four 
minutes.  The  first  two  doses  were  rejected,  but  before  half  a  dozen 
doses  were  taken,  tl)e  patient  was  relieved.  I  then  repeated  the  scruple 
doses  of  calomel  and  opium,  which  I  had  at  first  £,iven  ;  these  were  no\v 
retained,  and  I  continued  the  sfdt  and  water,  at  the  man's  urgent  request. 
At  length  the  gastric  symptoms  subsided,  and  it  was  not  until  he  had 
taken  nearly  the  whole  of  the  salt  and  water  that  he  discovered  its  saline 
taste.  He  slept,  and  rapidly  recovered.  The  case  is  interesting,  and 
may  be  useful,  as  regards  the  effect  of  the  salt  and  water  in  relieving  the 
burning  thirst,  quieting  the  stomach,  and  enabling  it  to  retain  other 
remedies,  to  an  extent  which  was  surprising  to  myself  and  all  the  attend- 
ants. I  do  not  think  it  acted  on  the  bowels,  and  I  am  sure  it  did  not 
create  thirst,  either  at  the  time  or  afterwards. — Mr.  T.  G.  Bayfield, 
Ava,  in  the  India  Med.  Jour. 


Circumstances  favorable  and  unfavorable  to  hithotriiy. — These  (says 
M.  Civiale)  frequently  depend  on  the  severe  disorders  in  the  urinary 
organs,  or  t!)e  general  health  attendant  on  the  progress  of  stone  in  the 
bladder,  and  also  on  the  stones.    It  is,  therefore,  necessary  to  consider, — 

1st.  The  size,  strength,  and  situation  in  the  bladder  of  the  stone, 
whether  it  be  free  and  floating:,  or  adherent;  and  the  number  of  stones. 

2d.  The  state  of  the  bladder,  prostate,  urethra,  and  kidneys. 

3d.  The  general  state  of  the  patient. 

The  diseases  thus  classed,  may  again  be  divided  into  four  series: — 
The  first  comprises  the  most  favorable  cases, — only  one  stone,  of  mid- 
dling size,  friable,  even,  hard,  with  a  healthy  bladder,  the  urethra  free, 
and  a  good  constitution. 

The  second  series  offers  conditions  much  less  advantageous,  but  which 
principally  depend  on  the  size  and  number  of  the  stones.  The  treat- 
ment then  demands  greater  length  of  time,  and  more  precaution.  In 
this  series  the  stone  is  large  and  hard,  or  else  there  is  much  gravel, — the 
bladder  nearly  healthy. 

The  cases  comprised  in  the  third  series  are  unfavorable  ;  yet  do  not 
quite  repel  lithotrity,  which  succeeds  when  proper  atteniion  is  paid  to 
the  evil  disposition  of  the  organs.  It  will  then  be  well  to  make  one  or 
two  trials,  not  injurious  to  cystotomy,  if  at  last  that  be  necessary. 

In  a  fourth  series  we  must  place  the  cases  for  which  lithotrity  is  gene- 
rally contra-indicated  ;  a  single  stone,  but  voluminous  and  hard,  quantity 
of  gravel  of  middling  size,  encysted  stone,  horny  bladder,  bloody,  and 
very  painful  ;  prostate  hypertrophied,  painful,  strong  deviation  of  the 
urethra,  persisting  coarctation  of  long  standing  ;  urine  purulent,  ammo- 
niacal  ;  kidneys  diseased,  patient  irritable,  weak,  and  worn  out. 

Originally,  paralysis  and  chronic  catarrh  of  the  bladder  were  looked 
on  as  contra-indications  of  lithotrity.  Experience  has  proved  that  these 
are  not  of  great  consequence  in  lithotrity.  Most  calculous  patients  are 
affected  with  catarrh  of  the  bladder,  more  or  less  intense.  Instead  of 
this  complication  being  increased  by  lithotrity,  it  improves  during  the 
treatment,  and  generally  disappears  with  the  principal  disease. 
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THE  MEDICAL   STUDENT.* 

Dr.  Du.ngmso.v  has  here  presented  those  pursuing  the  study  of  medicine 
with  a  work  which  is  designed  e.xpressly  for  their  use.  It  makes  no  pre- 
tensions to  originality,  nor  does  it  contain  anything  not  to  be  found  in 
other  publications.  The  chief  merit  in  tlie  author  consists  in  concentrat- 
ing those  facts  which  are  always  interesting  to  a  person  who  is  commenc- 
ing a  course  of  medical  studies.  Those  whose  early  advantages  have 
been  limited,  will  he  especially  benefited  by  this  compilation.  To  such, 
the  glossary  of  technical  words  must  be  exceedingly  advantageous.  That 
portion  of  the  volume  which  contains  a  bibliographical  synopsis  of  the 
books  most  valued  by  the  profession,  is  the  lamest  of  the  whole.  There 
is  the  appearance  about  it  of  a  desire  to  swell  the  manuscript  into  what  a 
bookseller  would  call  respectable  dimensions.  Hereafter,  should  the 
Medical  Student  reach  a  second  edition,  we  trust  this  barren  biblio- 
graphic heath  will  be  covered  by  something  more  valuable  to  the  reader, 
and  more  in  keeping  with  the  usual  literary  exhibitions  of  the  writer. 

The  last  division  of  the  Medical  Student  is  a  detailed  catalogue  of 
the  schools  of  medicine  in  the  United  States,  collected  probably  from 
annual  catalogues,  and  consequently  very  convenient  to  consult,  from  the 
circumstance  of  the  bird's  eye  view  which  is  given  of  all  the  institutions 
in  the  country. 

When  we  had  completed  the  first  hasty  examination  of  this  truly  novel 
undertaking,  we  were  inclined  to  consider  it  a  total  failure,  and  unworthy 
of  bearing  the  name  of  one  who  has  toiled,  with  uncommon  success,  in 
various  departments  of  science.  But  a  clo.ser  examination,  and  further 
consideration  of  the  benevolent  motives  which  probably  influenced  Dr. 
Dunglison  in  this  effort  for  the  advancement  of  those  who  are  compelled 
to  surmount  many  difficulties,  under  very  complicated  disadvantages, 
have  changed  our  first  impressions — and  it  would  be  ungenerous  not  to 
acknowledge  our  present  conviction  that  the  book  will  prove  essentially 
serviceable.  It  is  a  sort  of  introductory  medical  encyclopoedia  of  many 
things  which  it  is  necessary  to  know,  in  order  to  understand  and  appre- 
ciate the  ideas  of  authors.  Although  conscious  that  it  is  easier  to  find 
fault  than  to  produce  a  faultless  volume,  we  confess  it  would  give  us 
pleasure  to  see  such  additions  and  amendments  in  future  editions  of  this 
work,  as  the  learned  gentleman  who  ushered  it  into  being  is  well  able  to 
make. 


Abyssinian  Patholopj. — When  Mr.  Gobat,  a  missionary,  now  resident 
in  that  distant  region,  was  confined  by  illness,  Deftera  Matteos  and  DeAera 
Gualo,  two  learned  men,  had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Isenberg  upon  the 
character  of  diseases  generally,  and  gave  it  as  the  prevailing  opinion  that 

*  The  Medical  Student,  or  Aids  to  the  Study  of  Medicine,  vvitli  a  Glossary,  &.c.,  by  Kobley  Dun- 
glison, M.D.    Philadelphia,  I6a7. 
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they  were  caused  by  genii.  The  Abyssinians  entertain  no  other  idea  of 
the  causes  of  sickness  and  death,  other  than  infernal  spirits  and  witch- 
craft, if  the  symptoms  do  not  yield  to  commonly  prescribed  remedies, 
which  contain  nothing  more  potent  than  short  prayers,  or  very  inefficient 
topical  applications.  As  in  all  countries  of  the  East,  a  foreign  physician 
is  sought  with  avidity.  It  matters  not  what  he  prescribes,  if  called  medi- 
cine it  is  taken  in  full  faith  that  it  will  etTect  a  cure.  Very  much  the 
same  kind  of  respect  is  manifested  by  the  Indians  of  America  ;  however 
low  in  the  scale  of  humanity,  a  medicine  man  is  regarded  with  peculiar 
reverence. 


Jl  Medical  Opinion. — The  writer  of  an  anonymous  note  enclosing  the 
original  of  what  he  calls  a  medical  opinion,  by  a  quack  of  this  city,  must 
excuse  us  for  not  giving  it  insertion.  It  is  altogether  too  barbarous, — 
being  no  recognized  language,  and  therefore  poorly  calculated  to  answer 
the  intention  for  which  it  was  designed.  Were  we  disposed  to  hold  up 
to  contempt  the  pretensions  of  half  a  score  of  charlatans  who  are  driving 
a  profitable  business  in  Boston  and  its  neighborhood,  there  would  be  but 
little  room  for  anything  else.  Besides,  the  very  idea  of  persecution,  which 
a  fair  exposition  of  these  adventurers  would  be  denominated,  would  con- 
tribute both  to  their  importance  and  emolument  among  the  class  of  igno- 
rant vulgarians,  who  wrong  their  children  out  of  bread  to  pay  for  moon- 
skine.  It  occurs  to  us  to  mention,  in  connection  with  the  foregoing 
remarks,  that  we  have  a  letter,  addressed  to  a  board  of  overseers  of  a 
public  institution  in  this  city,  by  a  physician  whose  name  became  quite 
familiar  to  the  ^ledical  Society  at  the  time  Dr.  Bartlett  was  on  the  tapis, 
beginning  thus — "  To  ihoes  iclioom  it  conserns,  this  seriifus,^^  Sec.  &.c. — 
signed  with  his  name  in  full,  with  the  atfixion  of  M.D. — which  is  enough 
to  sicken  one  of  honors,  intended  to  be  the  evidence  of  professional  ac- 
quirement, when  so  unworthily  bestowed  upon  a  stupid  ignoramus. 

^  new  Esculent  Sea-iceed  has  been  lately  brought  to  England  from 
Calcutta.  It  is  said  to  possess  nutritious  properties  to  a  much  greater 
extent  than  the  Iceland  moss,  without  the  bitter  principle  contained  in 
that  weed.  A  jelly  made  from  it  contains  wax,  gum,  sulphate  and  muriate 
of  soda,  with  54  parts  of  starch  in  the  100,  and  is  quite  equal  to  blanc 
mange.  Large  quantities  of  this  fucus  grow  in  the  neighborhood  of  Cey- 
lon, where  it  is  called  the  Ceylon  moss.  It  has  been  much  employed  by 
the  profession  in  Calcutta. 

Cholera  in  Central  America. — At  no  time  has  the  destruction  of  the 
human  race  been  greater  in  a  given  time,  by  cholera,  than  at  present,  in 
those  countries  through  which  this  modern  pestilence  is  travelling.  In 
Central  America,  the  destruction  of  life  has  been  melancholy  in  the  ex- 
treme— whole  districts  are  represented  to  have  been  depopulated.  With- 
out any  preparation  for  meeting  the  dreadful  foe,  the  people  have  been 
swept  away  with  an  awful  destruction.  An  impression  that  the  rivers 
were  poisoned  seems  to  be  universally  dilfused,  which  has  led  to  several 
barbarous  outbreakings  against  the  government,  hardly  less  fearful  than 
the  cholera  itself 


Poison  of  the  Snake  in  a  Goat'^s  Milk — At  a  late  meeting  of  the  Calcutta 
Medical  Society,  Mr.  Egerton  alluded  to  a  letter  which  he  had  received 
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from  the  upper  provinces  on  the  subject  of  a  snake  bite.  A  goat  had 
been  bitten,  and  the  inilU  of  the  animal  was  given  lo  the  family,  the  head 
of  wliich  was  atiected  witli  sickness;  he  shortly  alter  quitted  home,  to 
which,  however,  he  was  soon  recalled,  and  informed  that  the  children 
were  likewise  attacked  with  sickness,  as  well  as  his  wife.  Mr.  Egerton 
descanted  on  the  remarkable  circumstance  of  the  venom  of  the  serpent 
being  communicated  to  the  family  through  the  medium  of  the  goat's  milk. 


Medical  Miscellany. — A  Life  of  Hahnemann,  the  founder  of  the  homoeo- 
pathic .system  of  prescribing  billionth  doses  of  medicine,  is  about  being 
published,  with  plates,  written  by  himself  He  now  resides  at  Paris, 
where  he  contrives,  by  dint  of  German  perseverance,  to  keep  all  the 
world  talking  about  himself  and  his  system. — The  cholera  is  travelling, 
with  unabated  lury,  through  the  cities  of  Italy.  At  Marseilles  and  Trieste 
the  consternation  has  been  very  great. — A  French  baron  is  making  an 
unusual  excitement  in  London,  by  his  public  lectures  on  animal  magnet- 
ism.— The  term  Albino  is  said  to  be  of  East  Indian  origin — meaning  a 
light-shunning  beetle,  blatta  giganiea. — A  man  in  England,  being  sen- 
tenced to  three  years'  imprisonment,  swallowed  seven  half  crowns,  lest 
they  should  be  taken  from  him.  No  bad  effects  were  developed  till  the 
e.xpiration  of  twenty-seven  months,  when  complaining  of  a  slight  pain  and 
tenderness  of  the  abdomen,  a  dose  of  medicine  brought  away  the  whole 
number. — Dr.  Dunbar,  of  Baltimore,  has  been  appointed  Professor  of 
Surgery  in  the  JMedical  College  at  Washington. — Dr.  J.  Pancoast,  of 
Philadelphia,  will  commence  a  course  of  lectures  on  anatomy  and  opera- 
tive surgery,  probably  the  present  month.  His  winter  course  will  open 
the  first  of  November.  Gentlemen  belonging  to  the  North,  who  are  de- 
sirous of  improving  as  much  as  possible  while  they  remain  in  that  city, 
are  confidently  recommended  to  take  Dr.  Pancoast's  ticket. — A  physician 
in  a  neighboring  city  has  been  indicted  for  procuring  an  abortion,  under 
highly  criminal  circumstances,  the  particulars  of  which  may  be  given 
hereafter. — The  physician  of  the  N.  Orleans  Charity  Hospital,  Dr.  Stoan, 
has  furnished  a  very  satisfactory  notice  of  the  present  state  of  the  public 
health,  which  shows  that  the  number  of  yellow  fever  patients  admitted  to 
that  institution,  is  rapidly  diminishing.— Ten  cases  of  yellow  fever  were 
reported  at  Natchez  on  the  19th  ult. — Several  cases  are  given  in  the 
London  Lancet,  showing  the  beneficial  effects  of  the  e-xternal  application 
of  colchicum  in  gout. — Mr.  Wakley,  surgeon,  of  London,  and  editor  of 
the  Lancet,  has  been  again  elected  Member  of  the  British  Parliament  for 
Finsbury. — M.  D.  Ivoninck,  of  Belgium,  has  discovered  a  medicine 
which  he  calls  phlorizine,  which  is  an  extract  from  apple-tree  bark.  Inter- 
mittents,  which  could  not  be  cured  by  quinine,  are  represented  to  have 
yielded  under  the  potent  influence  of  this  article. 


Died, — In  Lcxinofton,  Mass.  Dr.  Joseph  Fiske,  aged  85. — In  Newport,  R.  I.> 
Dr.  John  P.  Mann,  S2;  Dr.  William  Turner,  a  highly  esteemed  piiysician,  aged 
64. — In  Framingham,  Mass.  Dr.  Jolin  T.  Kittrodge,  aged  26. — In  London,  Mr. 
Lynn,  aged  84,  a  distinguished  surgeon,  and  almost  the  last  survivor  of  the  per- 
sonal friends  of  John  Hunter. — At  Princeton,  Washington  Co.,  Mi.,  Dr.  Matthew- 
Irvine  Millikin,  aged  23,  late  of  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  cndini;  Sept.  30,  38.     Males,  2.'( — Femnles,  15. 

Consumption,  4 — inflammation  of  the  lungs,  1 — hoopingcounh,  1 — dysentery,.') — cholera  infantum, 
5 — by  falling  of  a  banit  of  earth,  I — croup,  1 — apoplexy,  1 — measles,  1 — scarlatina,  1 — typhus  fever, 
1— old  age,  1— canker  in  the  bowels,  I— dropsy,  1— diabetes,  1 — drowned,  1— diarrhcea,  1— stillborn,  1. 
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UNIVERSITY   OF   THE   STATE   OF  NEW  YORK. 

COLLKGE  OF  PHYSICIANS  AND  SURGEONS. 

THE  Lectures  commence  on  tlie  first  Monday  of  November  of  each  year,  and  continue  for  four 
months. 

J.  Augustine  Smith,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Physiology 

Alexander  H.  Stevens,  M.U.,  Professor  of  Clinical  Surpery,  (to  lecture  at  the  N.  Vork  Hospital.) 

Joseph  Mather  Smith,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Pliysic  and  Clinical  Medicine. 

Edward  Delafield,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

John  B.  Beck,  M.U.,  Professor  of  Materia  iMedica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

John  '1'orrey,  A1  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Botany. 

John  R.  Rhinelander,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy.     (Lectures  on  General,  Surgical  and  Patho- 
logical Anatomy.) 

Alban  G.  Smith,  M.U.,  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

Amariah  Brigham,  M.D.  Lecturer  on  Special  Anatomy. 

Demonstrators. — James  Quackenbish,  M.U.,    J.  B.  Swett,  M.D. 

The  expense  of  attendinsr  a  complete  course  of  Lectures  by  all  the  Professors,  is  ,^108.  The  matricu- 
lation fee,  wliicli  is  §5,  entitles  the  student  to  the  use  of  the  College  Library.    Graduation  fee,  S25. 

Oct.  4— 4c.  NlC;OLL  H.  UERING,  M.U.,  Registrar. 

MEDICAL    SCHOOL   OF   HARVARD    UNIVERSITY. 

THE  Medical  Lectures  in  Harvard  University  will  begin  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  November,  in 
Mason  street,  Boston,  at  9   o'clocit,  A.   M.,  and  continue  thirteen   weeks.     For  the  following  four 
weeks,  the  Hospital  and  Dissecting  room  will  be  kept  open,  and  some  Lectures  will  be  given,  with- 
out additional  expense,  to  such  students  as  may  remain. 
The  following  Courses  of  Lectures  will  be  delivered  to  the  class  of  the  ensuing  season.        Fees, 
Anatomy,  by  Edward  Reynolds,  ]\1.D.*  $15 

Chemistry,  by  John  W.  Webster,  M.D.  15 

Midwitery  and  .Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  Walter  Channing,  M.D.  10 

Materia  Medica  and  Clinical  Medicine,  by  Jacob  Bigelow,  M.D.  10 

Principles  and  Operations  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  by  Geo.  Havward,  M.D.       10 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  John  Ware,  .M.D.  15 

By  an  ailditiniial  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  the  opportunities  for  the  study  of  Prac- 
tical Anatomy  are  now  placed  upon  the  most  liberal  footing,  and  an  ample  supply  of  subjects  for  the 
wants  of  science  will  be  legally  provided  at  a  small  expense. 

Tiie  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  is  open  without  fee  to  students  attending  the  Lectures  of  the 
physicians  and  surgeons.  Clinical  Lectures  are  given  several  limes  in  each  week,  and  surgical  opera- 
tions are  frequent. 

To  the  Medical  College  is  attached  a  Medical  Library,  a  cosily  and  extensive  Chemical  Apparatus, 
and  Collections  illustrative  of  Midwifery,  Materia  Medica,  and  Healthy  and  Morbid  .iXnatoiny. 

WALTER  CHANNING, 
Boston,  July  5,  1837.  tNov.  L  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine. 


*  Professor  John  C.  Warren  being  in  Europe,  and  having  announced  his  intention  not  to  return 
this  winter,  the  Corporation  of  Harvard  University  have  appointed  Edward  Reynolds,  M.D.,  Lecturer 
on  .Vnatoiny  the  ensuing  winter.  Professor  Hay  ward  has  also  been  appointed  to  deliver  the  Lectures 
on  Operative  Surgery.  Sept.  27.  W.  CHANNING,  Dean. 

[Printers  whose  papers  contain  the  advertisement  of  the  Lectures,  are  particularly  desired  to  insert 
the  above.] 

MEDICAL    INSTITUTION   OF   YALE   COLLEGE. 

THE  course  of  Medical  Instruction   in  Yale  College  begins  on   Thursday,  Nov.  2d,  1837,  and  it  con- 
tinues seventeen  weeks.     The  several  branches  are  taught  as  follows,  viz  : 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by     -        -        .  Thomas  Hubbard,  M.D. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by  _        .        .      Eli  Ives,  M.D. 

Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by  ...        -  Benjamin  Silliman,  M.D.  and  LL.  D. 

Materia  .Medica  and  Therapeutics,  by         -        -        -      William  Tullv,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and   Physiology,  by  .        .        .        .  Jonathan  Knight,  M.D. 

Obstetrics,  by--------      Timothv  P.  Beers,  M.D. 

The  matriculation  fee  and  contingent  bill  are  $7..'50  ;  the  fees  for  Cheinisliy,  .'\natomy,  Surgery, 
Materia  .Medica,  and  Theory  and  Practice,  are  §12.50  each  ;  and  for  Obstetrics,  $(5 — amounting  to 
^yfi— the  whole  to  be  paid  in  advance.    The  graduation  fee  is  $15. 

Yale  College,  Sept.  1,  1837.  Sept.  13— Gt 


MASSACHUSETTS  MEDICAL  SOCIETY —COUNSELLORS'  MEETING. 

A  STATED  Meeting  of  the  Counsellors  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  will  be  held  at  the 
Society's  Room,  Athenaeum  Building,  Pearl  Street,  on  WEDNESDAY,  4lh  of  October  next,  at  II 
o'clock,  A.  M.  Sept.  20— Im.  JOHN   HO.MANS,  Rec.  Sec'ry. 

THEODORE  METCALF— APOTHECA RY, 

NO.  33  Tremnnt  street,  ten  doors  north  of  the  Treinonl  House,  devotes  his  chief  attention  to  com- 
pounding prescriptions ;  and  assures  physicians  that,  in  his  establishnient,  no  persons  will  he  en- 
trusted with  this  rfufi/,  except  those  of  skill  and  experience,  and  no  articles  itsed  but  those  of  the 
best  quality. 

T.  *I.  keiips  no  r/itack  mcdiciiifs,  but  chooses  to  rely  for  support  upon  regular  practitioners  and  their 
patients.     He  is  permitted   to  refer  to  Drs.  Jackson  and  Reynolds. 

May  24.  3in 


THE  BO.STON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
I).  CLAPP,  JR.  at  184  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  commnnicaliuna 
must  be  addressed, po.vt-/«nVZ.  It  is  also  pHblished  in  Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  contnining  the  weekly 
numbers  of  the  preceding  month,  slitcheil  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.— Price  $3,00  a 
vear  in  advance,  i%3.50  after  three  montlis,  and  .'$1,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year. — Agents  allowed 
every  seventh  copy  gratis. — Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
8aii3factury  reference. — Postage  the  same  as  for  a  Newspaper. 
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FISKE    FUND   PRIZE    DISSERTATIONS   OF   THE    RHODE   ISLAND 
MEDICAL    SOCIETY. 

NO.    III. —  BY    DAVID    KING,    JR.    M.D.,    NEWPORT. 

"  fVhat  ore  the  causes  and  nature  of  Cholera  Infantum,  and  the  best 
mode  of  treatment  to  be  employed,  therein  ?" 

[Concluded  from  page  138.] 

Cholera  Infantum  frequently  terminates  In  chronic  diarrhoea.  The 
stomach  is  very  much  enfeebled,  and  incapable  of  performing  its  func- 
tions. Its  irritability  increases  with  its  debility,  and  it  rejects,  almost 
immediately,  whatever  nourishment  may  be  taken.  The  skin  is  dry  and 
withered,  the  patient  restless  and  irritable.  The  stools  vary  in  appear- 
ance, according  to  the  existence  of  acidity,  the  state  of  the  hepatic  secre- 
tion, and  the  degree  of  inflammation.  If  the  evacuations  be  sour,  green- 
ish, watery  and  frothy,  alkaline  and  cretaceous  preparations  should  Be 
employed,  as — 

R.  Creta  ppt.  3iij.  or  Garb.  Sodae    3jss. 

Tinct.  Thebaic,  gtt.  xx. — xxx. 

01.  Cinnam.  gt.  j. 

Sacch.  Alb.    3ij. 

Aq.  Font.    3i'j. 
M.  ft.  Julap.    (Dewees.) 
S.  tea-spoonful  every  two,  three,  or  four  hours. 

Dr.  Kuhn,  of  Philadelphia,  was  in  the  habit  of  giving  a  tea-spoonful 
of  the  following  mixture  every  two  hours,  to  correct  acidity. 
R.   MagnesijE  caicin.    9iv. 
Pulv.  G.  Arab.    9j. 
Sacch.  Alb.    3ij. 
Aq.  Menth.    3  ss. 
Aq.  Fontanae    3  ijss. 
M.  adde  Aq.  Ammonise,  pur.  gtt.  xlviij.  to  clxiv.   according  to  the 
age  of  the  patient. 

Preparations  of  rhubarb  will  also  be  useful,  from  their  tonic  effect  on 
the  stomach  and  bowels.  A  tea-spoonful  of  spiced  or  simple  syrup  of 
rhubarb,  combined  with  a  small  quantity  of  laudanum,  may  be  given 
every  three  hours  till  it  checks  the  too  frequent  discharges.  To  correct 
the  functional  disorder  of  the  liver,  one  fourth  of  a  grain  of  calomel,  with 
one  half  of  a  grain  of  Dover's  powder,  or  one  twentieth  of  a  grain  of 
opium,  may  be  given  every  four  hours.  A  few  grains  of  prepared  chalk 
may  be  added  to  each  powder,  to  correct  the  acidity  of  the  primae  viae. 
10 
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To  prevent  tlie  too  suilden  suppression  of  the  cliscliari^es,  the  bowels 
must  be  regulated  by  an  occasional  dose  of  castor  oil,  with  a  few  drops 
of  hiudanum. 

When  the  tongue  is  dry  and  coated,  or  dry,sn)ootli  and  polished,*  the 
discharges  black,  [)itcliy,  and  exhausting,  and  the  skin  of  a  shrivelled  ap- 
pearance, Dr.  Cartwright  advises  a  little  of  the  ext.  of  white  walnut,  one 
fifth  of  a  grain  of  acet.  plunibi,  and  a  very  minute  portion  of  opium,  given 
every  three  or  four  hours.  He  also  uses  the  croton  oil,  for  the  exhaust- 
ing discharges  ;  one  third  of  a  drop,  in  syrup  of  roses,  may  be  given  to  a 
child  a  year  old,  when  the  abdomen  is  tense,  sore  and  swollen,  and  the 
pulsation  of  the  carotids  is  quick  and  weak. 

When  we  have  evidence  of  a  tendency  to  structural  changes  in  the 
mucous  membrane,  the  stools  being  slimy,  watery,  of  a  red  color,  and 
like  the  washings  of  Hesh,  the  abdomen  tender  on  pressure,  the  patient 
drawing  up  his  legs  when  lying  down,  the  pulse  rapid,  and  the  emacia- 
tion general,  two  or  three  leeches  or  a  blister  may  be  applied  to  the 
abdon)en.  These  measures  may  be  followed  by  the  renewed  ap[)!ica- 
tion  of  large  emollient  poultices,  and  the  frequent  use  of  small  doses  of 
calomel  and  opium,  or  of  hyd.  cum  creta,  and  sub  carbonate  of  soda, 
with  camphorated  tincture  of  opium,  in  nmcilage  of  gum  arabic. 

If  the  tongue  be  loaded  and  the  stools  slimy,  the  balsam  of  copaiva, 
in  doses  of  five  or  six  drops,  or  the  spirits  of  turpentine  in  doses  from 
five  to  twenty  drops,  with  a  drop  or  two  of  laudanum,  may  be  given, 
with  benefit,  three  or  four  times  a  day. 

When  the  signs  of  follicular  ulceration  are  decided,  and  the  stools  are 
mixed  with  purulent  matter,  small  doses  of  the  chlorate  of  lime,  or  of  the 
chloride  of  soda,  may  be  administered.  The  nitrate  of  silver,  dissolved 
in  gum  arabic  water,  in  doses  of  half  a  grain,  with  one  or  two  drops  of 
laudanum,  the  sulphate  of  iron,  and  the  sulphate  of  copper,  in  doses  of 
one  eighth  of  a  grain,  with  one  twentieth  of  a  grain  of  opium,  are  advised 
by  Dr.  Eberle,  three  or  four  times  in  a  day. 

The  oiher  indications  of  this  disease  are  to  support  the  strength,  and 
restore  the  healthy  tone  of  the  organism.  In  the  acute  stage  of  this  dis- 
ease, the  debility  of  all  the  important  functions,  especially  the  vital  func- 
tions of  the  respiratory  and  circulating  systems,  is  caused  by  an  excessive 
irritation  of  the  innumerable  follicles  of  the  intestinal  mucous  membrane. 
To  remove  this  prostration,  we  must  not  apply  to  the  irritated  membrane 
tonics,  stimulants,  and  astringents,  but  admit)isier  remedies  calculated  to 
soothe  irritation,  and  prevent  inflammatory  action.  By  applying  stimu- 
lants and  counter-irritants  to  the  skin,  we  shall  allay  the  secretory  irrita- 
tion, and  restore  the  exhausted  functions.  If  the  prostration  be  excessive, 
in  the  early  stages,  frictions,  with  stimulating  liniments,  as  equal  parts  of 
aq.  ammoniae  and  oil  of  an)ber,  or  fomentations  with  hot  brandy,  con- 
taining a  few  pods  of  red  pepper,  and  the  internal  administration  of  a  few 
drops  of  tincture  of  cinnamon  or  a  little  wine  whey,  may  be  resorted  to 
with  advantage. 

The  advanced  stages  of  the  complaint  are  more  adapted  to  the  use  of 

♦  Wlioii  the  ((jsrharces  arc  acrid,  datk  ccilcin-d  and  ofrciisive,  l)r.  Coiidic  ijives  from  five  to  ten 
grains  of  pulverized  charcoal,  four  grains  of  Khci,  and  one  grain  of  ipecac,  every  three  or  four  hours. 
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tonics,  stimulants,  and  astringents.  For  severe  colic  pains,  from  flatulent 
distention  of  the  stoniacli  and  bowels,  Dr.  Eberle  uses  from  ten  to  fifteen 
drops  of  the  following  solution,  three  or  four  times  daily. 

R.   01.  Juniper    ^ij. 

Sulph.  iEtlier    ^ss. 
Tinct.  Upii  {^tt.  Ix. 
M.  ft. 

Wjien  the  hepatic  secretion  has  become  healthy,  astringents  and  tonics 
will  be  of  service  to  restore  the  (one  of  the  intestinal  mucous  membrane. 
For  this  purpose  we  may  use  a  decoction  of  black  berry  root,  or  of  gera- 
nium maculatum,  in  milk,  or  of  pomegranate  bark  and  flowers  ;  or  an 
infusion  of  columbo  root,  or  of  logwood  ;  or  a  combination  of  chalk  mix- 
ture will)  tinct.  of  kino,  or  sulphate  of  quinine  in  syrup  of  roses.  Dr. 
Chapman  uses  the  supersaturated  suli)hate  of  iron. 
R.    Sal  JNIartis  gr.  ij. 

Acid  Sulph.  Dil.  gtt.  X. 
Sacch.  Alb.    3j. 
Aq.  Font.    3j. 
IM.    3j.   pro  dosi. 

Dr.  Eberle  has  found  a  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  lime  water  and  in- 
fusion of  Peruvian  bark  most  beneficial  m  restoring  the  tone  of  the  ali- 
mentary canal.  He  gives  a  dessert  sjjoonful  of  this  mixture,  will)  four  or 
five  drops  of  tinct.  of  kino^  in  a  solution  of  gum  arabic,  four  or  five  times 
daily.  During  convalescence,  the  abdomen  should  be  bound  in  a  flannel 
roller. 

The  diet  must  consist  almost  exclusively  of  breast  milk,  in  infants  un- 
der the  age  of  a  twelve  month,  or  who  have  been  recently  weaned. 
A  healthy  wet  nurse  siiould  always  be  procured  for  ciiildren  who  have 
been  weaned  at  an  improper  age  or  season.  Gum  arabic  water  may  be 
given,  occasionally,  where  the  child  is  affected  with  excessive  thirst.  In 
children  who  have  been  weaned,  or  who  will  not  nurse,  barley  or  rice 
water  and  milk,  toast  water,  gum  arabic  water,  soda  water,  marshmallow 
tea,  infusion  of  toasted  oatmeal,  and  liquid  farinaceous  preparations  of 
arrow-root,  tapioca,  sago,  rice  and  boiled  Hour,  will  constitute  proper  arti- 
cles of  nourishment.  In  the  protracted  form  of  the  disease,  beef  tea, 
chicken  tea,  and  animal  broths,  will  be  of  service.  Dr.  Rush  advises  a 
more  stimulating  diet,  as  salted  meats,  where  the  child  has  an  instinctive 
craving  for  them.  A  removal  from  the  city  to  the  country,  or  to  the 
sea  side,  exerts  a  most  salutary  effect  upon  this  disease.  A  change  of 
air  cannot  be  too  highly  appreciated  as  a  means  of  cure.  If  the  advan- 
tage of  a  removal  from  the  town  to  the  country  cannot  be  enjoyed,  the 
child's  residence  may  be  changed  from  a  low  and  moist  to  a  hit;h  and 
dry  situation,  and  he  may  be  daily  exjiosed  to  the  fresh  air,  either  by 
being  carried  out  by  means  of  aiteiulants,  or  by  fiequenl  rides  into  the 
country.  When  the  patient  has  been  restored  by  a  removal  to  the 
country,  he  should  not  be  returned  to  the  city  until  the  middle  of  Octo- 
ber, or  while  the  miasm  of  cholera  infantum  continues  to  prevail. 

Prophi/laris. — The  prophylactic  measures  consist  in  protecting  the 
infant  Ironi  the  action  of  the  specific  miasm,  and  in  guarding  it  against 
the  effects  of  the  concurrent  causes  of  the  disease. 
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First,  the  specific  miasm.  Dr.  Caldwell  has  suggested,  in  his  disser- 
tation on  malaria,*  the  following  preventive  measures. 

1.  The  best  and  only  certain  means  ol"  protecting  infants  from  cholera 
infantum,  is  to  allow  them  to  pass  I  heir  summer  in  the  country.  2.  The 
next  best  plan  of  security,  is  to  allow  the  patient  to  sleep  in  the  country 
every  night,  during  the  summer  months  ;  because  exposure  to  the  miasm, 
at  night,  during  the  inaction  of  sleep,  is  more  dangerous  than  exposure 
during  the  day.  3.  Where  these  measiues  are  not  convenient,  the  child 
should  pass  his  nights  and  days,  when  at  home,  in  the  upper  stories;  be- 
cause the  febrile  miasm  does  not  rise  to  the  highest  stories  of  lofty  city 
dwellings,  or,  at  least,  does  not  reach  them  in  a  state  of  full  concentra- 
tion and  strength.  4,  A  few  hours  exercise  daily,  in  the  open  air, 
especially  in  the  country,  without  the  limits  of  the  malaria,  will  contribute 
to  maintain  the  vigor  of  the  system,  and  to  protect  it  from  the  disease. 
The  coolness  of  evening,  and  the  extreme  heat  of  noon-time,  should, 
however,  be  avoided.  5.  An  artificial  eruption  on  the  skin,  by  main- 
taining a  centrifugal  action,  would  probably  protect  the  system  from  (he 
influence  of  the  miasm.  Children  affected  with  prickly  heat  escape 
cholera  infantum,  unless  from  sudden  change  of  the  atmospheie,  or  other 
cause,  the  eruption  disappears. 

Beside  these  n)eans,  the  child  should  be  clothed  in  flannel,  and  the 
lower  extremities  kept  warm  by  the  use  of  worsted  stockings.  The  fre- 
quent immersion  of  the  child  in  cool  water,  and  the  use  of  the  tepid 
bath,  will  promote  cleanliness,  invigorate  the  system,  and  render  it  less 
susceptible  to  the  action  of  the  miasm. 

It  is  important  that  the  child  be  cool  and  comfortable  during  sleep. 
The  child's  bed  should  consist  of  a  mattress,  or  of  folded  blankets  laid 
on  the  floor,  and  light  covering.  The  air  of  his  sleeping  apartment 
should  be  rendered  cool,  and  as  pure  as  possible;  the  door  of  the  roosn 
being  kept  open,  and  the  windows  with  the  shutters  closed,  if  he  sleep 
in  the  upper  stories. 

Dr.  Parrish  recommends  the  free  use  of  cool  and  fresh  water,  during 
the  heat  of  summer ;  and  in  infants  predisposed  to  the  disease,  moderate 
quantities  of  weak  infusions  of  ginger,  nutmeg  and  cinnamon.  The  tone 
of  the  stomach,  in  languid  infants,  is  raised  by  the  moderate  use  of  spices, 
pepper,  cloves,  and  the  sucking  of  small  pieces  of  salt  meat,  as  ham  or 
dried  beef. 

Dr.  Rush  advises  the  use  of  sound  old  wine  in  the  summer  months. 
"From  a  tea-spoonful  to  half  a  wine-glassful,  according  to  the  age  of  the 
child,  may  be  given  every  day.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  children  of 
persons  in  easy  circumstances,  who  sip  occasionally,  with  their  parents, 
the  remains  of  a  glass  of  wine  after  dinner,  are  much  less  subject  to  this 
disorder  than  the  children  of  poor  people,  who  are  without  the  benefit  of 
that  article  of  diet."  Dr.  Eherle  has  found  the  use  of  suiall  portions  of 
porter  and  water  beneficial  in  feeble  and  relaxed  infants,  as  a  preventive 
to  bowel  complaints.  Farinaceous  preparations  of  arrow-root,  sago  and 
tapioca,  and  weak  animal  broths,  form  the  best  nourishment  for  children 


*  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  No.  xvi.,  1831,  p.  330. 
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who  have  been  weancfl.  Tlie  occasional  use  nf  a  moderate  f|iianlity  of 
sailed  meat  is  advised  by  Dr.  Rush.  In  (diildicu  ulio  have  not  been 
weaned,  bcahiiy  breast  milk  n)ust  constitute  the  chief  nourishment. 

Other  iuiporiaiit  prophylactic  remedies  will  now  be  enumerated,  as 
necessary  to  i;uard  the  infant  against  the  ill  effects  of  dentition.  The 
preventive  nieasures  are: — Isi.  Exercise  in  the  open  air.  2d.  Daily 
cold  s|)onging,  followed  by  friction.  '.iA.  Particular  attention  to  produce 
coolness  of  the  head  ;  washing  the  head,  daily,  with  cold  water.  4th. 
Proper  regulation  of  tlie  diet.  Tiie  nurse  should  avoid  stimulants  in  her 
food  and  drinks.  The  child  should  take  the  breast  often,  but  not  long 
at  a  lime,  to  prevent  overfeeding.  5th.  Attention  to  the  state  of  the 
gums.  Painful  tension  should  be  relieved  by  a  free  incision  of  the  gum 
and  capsule  ;  and  if  the  advancing  tooth  be  double,  a  crucial  incision 
should  be  preferred.  6th.  Gentle  laxatives,  when  plethora  exists,  or 
where  the  customary  salivation  is  not  present.  7th.  Blisters,  or  the 
occasional  application  of  one  or  tw^o  leeches  behind  the  ears,  if  there  be 
determination  of  blood  to  the  head.  8th.  Avoid  premature  weaning,  as 
within  t!ie  year,  or  weaning  at  an  improper  season,  as  between  the 
months  of  May  and  October, 


ON    THE    INDISTINCTNESS   OF    IMAGES   FORMED    FROM    OBLIQUE 
RAYS   OF   LIGHT. 

[Coriimiiiiicnted  for  the  Rnstoii  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

It  is  well  known  that  only  those  rays  of  light  proceeding  from  objects  to 
which  our  attention  is  turned,  strike  the  cornea  in  directions  parallel,  or 
very  nearly  so,  to  the  axis  of  vision  ;  and  that  such  rays  are  consequently 
concentrated  upon  that  portion  of  the  retina  which  immediately  sur- 
rounds the  point  where  the  axis  passes  through  it.  Images  formed  by 
rays  thus  transmitted,  are  the  only  ones  which  can  be  called  truly 
distinct. 

It  must  have  fallen  under  the  observation  of  every  one,  that  to  what- 
ever object  the  eye  is  turned,  it  is  that  alone  of  which  we  have  a  distinct 
impression  ;  and  that  the  Images  of  those  objects  which  surround  it  are 
indistinct  in  proportion  to  their  distance  from  it.  For  example — let  the 
eye  be  directed  to  a  word  in  the  middle  of  a  line ;  of  that  we  liave  a  dis- 
tinct impression  ;  of  the  words  on  either  side,  the  images  will  not  be 
quite  so  well  defined  ;  but  of  those  at  either  end  of  the  line,  they  are  so 
confused  that  it  is  impossible  to  distinguish  even  the  different  letters. 

This  indistinctness  of  images  which  fall  on  portions  of  the  retina  not 
situated  in  the  axis  of  vision,  has  been  explained  in  various  ways.  Sonje 
physiologists*  suppose  that  point  of  the  retina  most  sensible  which  cor- 
responds to  the  axis  of  vision  ;  while  those  portions  which  are  at  a  greater 
or  less  distance  from  it,  have  their  sensibility  diminished  in  proportion  as 
their  distance  from  the  central  point  is  greater.  The  whole  may  be 
more  satisfactorily  explained  as  follows:  — 

*  Vide  Bostock'a  Piiyiiology.  Vol.  III.    Article,  Vision. 
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1.  Images  formed  from  rays  wliich  are  oblique  to  the  axis  of  vision, 
have  a  clei^ree  of  illumination  inferior  to  that  which  results  from  direct 
light.  If  ue  hold  a  card,  in  which  there  is  a  circular  aperture,  so  that 
the  light,  coming  from  a  candle,  shall  strike  it  at  right  angles,  the  image 
formed  on  the  wall  will  be  exactly  like  the  card  ;  but  if  the  card  be  turned 
obliquely  to  the  light,  the  image  becomes  altered  in  its  shape,  and  instead 
of  a  circular  spot  in  its  centre,  it  will  have  an  oval  one  ;  and  of  course 
less  light  will  be  transmitted  through  the  aperture  in  the  card,  since  in 
the  first  case  tlie  image  was  round,  whereas  in  the  last  it  was  oval,  con- 
sequently covering  less  space.  It  is  obvious  that  the  aperture  of  the  iris 
will  transmit  the  greatest  quantity  of  light,  when  the  rays  have  a  direc- 
tion perpendicular  to  its  plane,  and  that  the  quantity  will  be  less  in  pro- 
portion as  the  obliquity  of  that  plane  to  the  rays  is  greater.  So  that 
the  images  of  those  objects  to  which  the  eye  is  directed,  or,  in  other 
words,  whose  rays  are  perpendicular  to  the  plane  of  the  iris,  will  have 
the  greatest  degree  of  illumination  ;  while  those,  the  direction  of  whose 
light  is  more  or  less  oblique,  will  have  their  degree  of  illumination 
diminished  in  proportion  to  the  magnitude  of  that  obliquity. 

2.  Those  rays  which  are  situated  nearer  to  the  lens  than  the  focal 
distance,  have  a  corresponding  indistinctness.  If  in  a  darkened  room 
we  place  a  convex  lens  in  llie  hole  of  a  window  shutter,  and  receive  the 
images  of  external  objects,  as  of  a  landscape,  or  a  plane  surface,  or  a 
screen,  we  find  that  those  images  are  not  equally  defined  in  all  parts  ; 
that  while  the  centre  of  the  picture  is  well  defined,  the  circumference 
is  not  so  ;  but  by  varying  the  distance  a  little,  the  one  becomes  distinct 
and  the  other  in  its  turn  indistinct.  But  if  instead  of  a  plane  we  substi- 
tute a  screen  whose  surface  is  a  portion  of  a  sphere,  the  radius  of  which 
is  equal  to  the  focal  distance  of  the  lens,  and  place  the  last  in  a  position 
corresponding  to  the  centre  of  the  sphere,  then  we  shall  have  a  picture 
at  the  same  time  equally  distinct  throughout.  The  reason  of  this  is 
obvious  ;  the  same  lens  must  have  the  same  focal  distance  for  all  the 
rays  which  pass  through  it,  direct  as  well  as  oblique  ;  consequently,  in 
order  that  light  transmitted  should  form  distinct  images,  the  surface  on 
which  they  are  received  should  be  equally  distant,  in  all  its  parts,  from 
the  centre  of  the  lens.  Tliis  condition  evidently  cannot  exist  when  a 
plane  surface  is  used,  for  only  one  point  can  at  the  same  time  be  situated 
at  a  distance  equal  to  the  focal  distance  ;  but,  as  we  have  seen,  the 
concave  spherical  surface  gives  us  the  necessary  conditions. 

How  is  it  with  the  eye  ?  We  find  that  the  retina  or  screen  on 
which  the  in)ages  are  received  is  a  spherical  surface  ;  the  lens,  however, 
is  not  situated  in  its  centre.  We  know  that  its  situation  is  anterior  to 
the  vitreous  humor,  and  that  the  latter  occupies  about  two  thirds  of  the 
cavity  of  the  ball ;  consequently  tiie  lens  cannot  be  equally  distant  from 
all  parts  of  the  retina,  inasmuch  as  it  does  not  correspond  with  its  centre, 
which  is  situated  somewhere  in  the  vitreous  humor.  Now  that  point  of 
the  retina  which  corresponds  to  the  axis  of  vision  is  the  only  one  on 
wliich  distinct  images  are  formed,  and  this,  of  course,  corresponds  to  the 
focal  distance,  and  at  the  same  time  is  situated  at  the  greatest  distance 
from  the  lens.     As  all   other   parts   of  the  retina  must  be  at  a  less  dis- 
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tance  from  the  lens,  there  will  necessarily  exist  a  deficiency  in  the  con- 
vergence of  the  rays,  and  in  proportion  as  this  deficiency  is  greater,  or 
the  distance  of  ihe  ilhuninatcd  point  fioiii  the  lens  is  less,  the  picture 
formed  on  the  retina  will  he  less  distinctly  niaiked. 

From  ihese  results  it  appears  that  images  formed  hy  direct  light  are 
alone  truly  distinct,  for  they  are  the  only  ones  whose  distance  from  the 
centre  of  the  lens  is  equal  to  its  focal  distance  ;  their  de2;ree  of  illunji- 
nation  also  is  greater  than  that  of  images  resulting  from  oblique  rays, 
because,  as  we  have  seen,  more  light  is  transmitted  through  the  aperture 
of  the  iris,  when  it  is  at  right  angles  to  the  direction  of  rays,  than  when 
there  exists  any  variation  from  this  condition.  Moreover,  we  can  have 
a  distinct  impression  of  only  one  portion  of  a  picture  at  the  same  time, 
and  that  in  all  cases  is  the  one  to  wiiich  the  eye  is  directly  turned  ;  from 
this  results  that  consiarit  change  of  direction  in  the  eye,  that  "  constant 
searching,"  as  it  is  called,  when  we  look  at  a  picture,  landscape,  or  any 
number  of  objects,  or  parts  of  objects  ;  since  they  cannot  all  be  seen 
equally  distinct  at  the  same  time,  tlie  direction  of  the  organ  of  vision  is 
changed,  that  all  the  oblique  rays  may  in  turn  become  direct. 

A  curious  fact  has  been  observed  by  astronomers,  especially  by  Mr. 
Herschel  and  Sir  James  South,  which  would  seem  to  contradict  what 
has  been  advanced  above,  viz.,  that  in  looking  at  very  small  stars,  these 
were  only  visible  when  the  eye  was  turned  to  another  part  of  the  field 
of  the  telescope,  so  that  the  stars  were  seen  by  oblique  instead  of  direct 
rays  ;  their  images  falling  consequently  on  portions  of  the  retina  more 
or  less  distant  from  the  axis  of  vision.  This  seems  to  be  satisfactorily 
accounted  for  by  Dr.  Brewster  as  follows  ;  objects  seen  indirectly  are 
represented  by  images,  which  from  the  want  of  convergency  in  the 
rays  are  more  diffused,  and  consequently  occupy  a  larger  space  on  the 
retina.  Although  in  this  case  the  image  would  be  less  distinct,  yet  from 
experiments  recorded  on  page  249  of  Brewster's  treatise  on  optics, 
it  would  seem  that  the  retina  is  not  sensible  to  very  small  luminous 
points  ;  these  are  perfectly  distinct,  however,  when  the  position  of  the 
image  is  so  varied,  as  in  the  case  of  the  astronomers,  as  to  occupy  a 
larger  portion  of  the  retina — and  this  last  condition  is  attained  by  caus- 
ing the  image  to  fall  on  a  portion  of  the  retina  where  the  degree  of  con- 
vergence is  more  or  less  deficient.  J.  W. 

Boston,  Sept.  29th,  1837. 


AMATIVENESS    VS.   PHRENOLOGY. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  case  of  Nymphomania  in  a  late  No.  of  the  Journal,  must  be 
acknowledged  to  weigh  heavy  a2,ainst  such  evidence  as  is  produced  by 
Phrenologists  to  support  their  system.  It  comes  as  near  the  character 
of  a  positive  fact,  as  the  nature  of  pathological  investigations  allows  us 
to  hope  for.  When  to  this  is  added  the  case  of  a  young  idiotic  female 
addicted  to  masturbation,  published   by  Cruvelhier  some  years  since,  in 


156  Amativeness  vs.  Phrenology. 

whom  the  cerebellum  was  wantina;,  and  in  whom  he  inferred,  from 
the  appearances  present,  that  it  had  never  existed,  the  frailly  of  the 
whole  theory  is  obvious. 

The  sum  and  substance  of  the  evidence  in  favor  of  the  cerebellum 
being  the  organ  of  amativeness.  derived  from  affections  of  the  head,  is 
this  ; — that  excitement  of  the  genital  organs  sometimes  takes  place  when 
this  portion  of  the  encephalon  is  diseased  ;  and  that  the  fiequency  of 
erection  and  seminal  emission  during  sleep,  and  especially  while  lying 
on  the  back,  can  best  be  explained  on  the  supposition  of  congestion  of 
blood  there,  by  its  weight. 

With  respect  to  the  first  of  these  arguments,  it  is  incumbent  on 
phrenologists  to  prove,  not  only  that  it  is  a  constant  fact,  but  that  there 
is  no  accompanying  circumstance  which  might  give  rise  to  the  phe- 
nomena in  question,  and  which  is  intermediate  between  the  diseased 
action  itself,  and  the  consequence  attributed  to  it.  In  both  these  points  it 
fails.  But  a  fractional  part  of  those  cases,  in  which  the  cerebellum  is 
found  diseased  after  death,  exhibit  the  functional  disturbance  during  life; 
while  the  two  cases  above  show  functional  derangement,  where  neither 
the  irritation  nor  the  inflammation  necessary  to  produce  it  could  have 
existed.  Again,  whether  we  suppose  the  cerebellum  to  be  the  organ  of 
sensation,  or  that,  whose  office  is  to  secrete  the  stimulus  to  muscular 
contraction  subservient  to  the  will,  the  amatory  excitement  which  occa- 
sionally attends  its  disorders  might  be  explained  as  a  secondary  conse- 
quence, on  as  good  grounds  as  (waving  all  direct  evidence  against  it) 
are  now  urged  by  phrenologists  to  show  its  immecUatt  and  direct  depen- 
dence, as  of  a  function  upon  its  appropriate  organ. 

This  observation  will,  1  believe,  be  justified  by  some  considerations 
which  seem  to  indicate  a  connection  between  what  is  called  amativeness, 
and  the  general  distribution  of  nervous  excitement  through  the  system. 
Phrenologists  seem  to  have  left  unnoticed  the  consent  and  sympathy 
that  prevails  between  the  genito-urinary  organs  and  the  rectum,  and  the 
inference  that  may  be  derived  from  thence  that  they  are  often  affected 
by  one  common  cause. 

Lallemand,  in  his  late  work  on  seminal  emissions,  says  that  he  has 
been  consulted  on  150  cases  which  were  supposed  to  be  diseases  of  the 
brain,  but  which  he  found  to  depend  either  on  the  local  irritation  of 
gonorrhoea  or  masturbation,  or  sympathetic  irritation  from  retention  of 
urine,  hardened  faeces,  and  ascarides  in  the  rectuin,  and  a  large  propor- 
tion of  which  were  benefited  by  local  applications.  Cantharides  and 
strychnine  produce  priapism,  increase  the  desire,  and  have  been  known 
to  restore  virility  after  it  has  been  lost.  Such  is  the  consent  between 
the  action  of  the  sphincters  of  the  rectum  and  bladder,  and  priapism 
and  seminal  emission,  that  we  are  almost  justified  in  referring  the  latter 
to  a  modification  of  the  same  cause  with  the  former.  In  apoplexy,  epi- 
lepsy, and  asphyxia  from  strangulation,  especially  this  last,  the  urine, 
fffices  and  semen  often  pass  off  involuntarily.  In  sleep,  at  the  period 
of  infancy,  the  foeces,  in  childhood  the  urine,  and  after  the  age  of  pu- 
berty the  semen,  pass  away  in  the  same  manner.  In  the  waking  state 
the  will  controls,  to  a  certain  extent,  all  of  these.     In  sleep,  the  power 
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of  habit,  which  is  relatively  weaker  over  the  ejaculatory  duct  than  over 
the  other  sphincters,  controls  and  counteracts,  within  its  peculiar  limits, 
the  stinuiUis  of  distention.  The  physiological  explanation  of  these 
facts  consists  in  supposing  these  evacuations  to  be  restrained  by  the 
same  nervous  influence,  whose  tendency  is  to  be  distributed  or  with- 
held from  the  sphincter  muscles  consentaneously,  but  which  tendency  is 
modified  by  habit  and  volition.  That  this  nervous  influence  is  derived 
from  the  lower  part  of  the  s[)inal  marrow,  we  have  a  light  to  infer  from 
the  paralysis  of  these  muscles  in  conjunction  with  those  of  the  inferior 
extremities  in  concussion  of  the  spine,  and  from  their  constriction  ia 
spinal  irritation  and  telan-uis.  Some  experiments  performed  by  Brachet, 
of  Paris,  have  been  thous^ht  to  prove,  conclusively,  that  while  this 
nervous  influence  was  derived  from  the  spinal  marrow,  that  which  pro- 
pels the  contents  of  the  bladder  and  colon  onward  is  from  the  gan- 
glionic system. 

It  is  much  more  easy  to  conceive  of  the  emission  of  semen  in  this 
way.  than  to  account  for  the  priapism  itself,  which  is  the  first  step  of  the 
process.  This  difficulty  would  probably  vanish  if  we  were  acquainted 
with  the  intimate  structure  of  the  erectile  tissues.  Whatever  that  struc- 
ture may  be,  whether  cells,  venous  plexuses,  or  helicine  arteries,  this 
much  is  certain,  that  there  is  a  contractile  power  in  it,  subject  to  a  ner- 
vous influence  ;  for  a  moral  idea,  a  sytnpaihetic  irritation,  or  a  local  one, 
suffice  to  direct  the  blood  into  it  so  as  to  produce  erection,  ]\ow  this 
influence  must  either  be  of  a  nature  to  jiroduce  relaxation  of  the  cells 
or  their  openint^s,  stricture  of  their  outlets,  or  it  must  increase  the  vis  a 
tergo.  INo  one  will  maintain  that  its  primary  operation  is  to  increase 
the  action  of  the  heart  or  of  the  arteries  ;  and  since  the  efTect  of  agents 
which  produce  contraction,  as  cold  and  galvanism,  is  to  lessen  the  size 
of  the  organ,  we  have  the  most  reason  to  conclude  that  erection  takes 
place  in  consequence  of  relaxation  of  its  tissue,  and  is  not  unlike  the 
distention  and  fulness  of  the  capillaries  in  congestion  or  inflammation. 
The  opposing  force  to  the  contractility  of  the  erectile  tissue  being  the 
action  of  the  heart  and  the  arterial  system,  w-haiever  increases  the  latter 
without  increasing,  in  the  same  ratio,  the  former,  or  diminishes  the  first, 
without  diminishing,  in  the  same  ratio,  the  last,  is  liable  to  produce  erec- 
tion and  all  the  circumstances  attending  it.  It  is,  then,  easy  to  perceive 
why  this  erection  is  so  common  in  sleep,  and  why,  in  particular,  when 
lying  on  the  back. 

In  sleep  there  is  a  general  relaxation  of  the  muscles  which  receive 
their  nervous  influence  from  the  brain  and  spinal  marrow,  and,  what  is 
remarkable,  it  takes  place  in  tetanus,  where  the  violent  muscular  spasms 
arise  independent  of  the  will.  When  the  patient  falls  asleep  in  the  in- 
tervals between  the  paroxysms  of  this  disease,  the  rigidity  of  the  muscles 
at  those  tinies  present,  ^ives  way  to  a  state  of  complete  flexibility.  The 
nervous  influence  is  then  withdrawn  to  a  degree  beyond  what  might  be 
expected  from  the  consciousness  of  the  patient — to  a  degree  beyond  that 
in  which  he  is  sensible  of  a  contractile  eflbrt.  And  though  this  is  made 
known  to  us  by  a  morbid  condition  of  the  system,  why  may  not  the  fact 
be  applied  to  its  healthy  condition  ?     In  the  blush  of  shame,  and  pale- 
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ness  from  fear,  we  notice  the  influence  of  the  brain  on  the  contraction 
of  the  capillaries.  Relaxation  of  the  skin  is  often  manifested  in  sleep 
by  a  tendency  to  perspiration  and  night  sweats.  Physiological  experi- 
ments prove  that  the  capillaries  can  be  injected  with  much  {greater  ease 
when  the  nerves  of  a  part  have  been  cut  or  tied.  Is  it  not  reasonable 
to  supi)ose  that  alter  the  suspension  of  all  stimulus  to  volition,  sensation 
and  reflection,  there  may  be  a  further  withdrawal,  which  would  leave 
the  capillaries  and  the  erectile  tissue  (nearly  allied  in  nature)  more  dis- 
posed to  yield  to  the  distending  force  constantly  exerted  upon  them  ? 
Certainly  it  is  more  just  than  to  suppose  erection  to  be  connected  with 
congestion  of  blood  in  the  cerebellum,  from  the  recumbent  posture,  when 
it  can  be  proved  conclusively  that  the  cerebrum  must  share  in  greater 
proportion  with  it,  any  change  of  circulation  in  consequence  of  change 
of  position. 

We  can  see,  from  this  view,  why  erection  takes  place  so  much  more 
frequently  when  lying  on  the  back,  than  on  the  side.  L}ingonthe 
side  is  a  constrained  position.  Some  muscular  exertion  is  necessary  to 
maintain  it.  But  in  lying  on  the  back,  relaxation  is  complete  ;  there  is 
no  muscular  effort,  consequently  no  emanation  from  the  brain. 

But  it  may  be  objected,  that  erection  sometimes  occurs  in  tetanus, 
when  the  stimulating  influence  of  the  nerves  directed  to  the  capillaries 
and  erectile  tissue  is  greater  than  ordinary.  To  this  objection  we  may 
reply,  that  though  this  influence  may  be  somewhat  increased,  it  is  not 
increased  in  proportion  to  the  action  of  the  heart  and  large  arteries, 
which  is  evidenced  by  the  profuse  perspiration  in  the  fits,  and  by  the 
fact  that  amputation  has  been  performed  in  this  disease,  and  the  large 
arteries  contracted  so  as  to  |)revent  hjemorrhage,  without  the  application 
of  ligatures.  Besides,  it  has  been  rarely  observed  in  this  disease.  The 
existence  of  the  venereal  desire,  in  cases  where  erection  and  seminal 
emission  take  place,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  is  an  effect  rather 
than  a  cause,  and  is  referable  to  that  law  by  which  any  local  impression 
in  dreams  suggests  ideas,  bearing  relation  to  it,  and  calls  into  activity 
appetites,  passions,  and  whatever  has  morally  or  physically  been  asso- 
ciated with  it. 

The  condition  of  the  brain,  in  these  instances,  resembles  the  first 
stage  of  excitive  apoplexy  ;  and  when  we  consider  how  often  apoplexy 
is  a  result  of  the  venereal  orgasm,  and  that  universal  relaxation  attends 
both,  producing  all  the  evacuations  referred  to  above,  we  may  justly 
infer  that  they  are  more  related  to  each  other,  as  general  affections  of 
the  brain,  than  that  venereal  excitement  is  simply  a  morbid  manifes- 
tation of  the  function  of  the  cerebellum. 

The  turgescence  of  the  vessels  of  the  head  and  of  the  neck,  and  the 
convulsive  beating  of  the  heart,  it  should  be  remembered,  which  attend 
the  venereal  act,  differ  not  in  the  least  from  the  effects  consequent 
upon  any  violent  excitement  of  the  brain,  whether  moral  or  physical. 

Finally,  on  the  principles  adopted  by  phrenologists  themselves,  there 
is  as  much  reason  to  assign  the  "  function  "  to  the  spinal  marrow  as  to 
the  cerebellum  ;  for  if  the  blood  j^ravitatcs  in  the  cavity  of  the  brain 
and  spinal  marrow,  more  than  the  cerebral  substance  and  the  cephalo- 
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spinal  fluid,  tlio  spinal  marrow  being  lower  than  ihe  cerebellum,  must 
receive  the  uiosi  of  it.  Add  to  this  the  fact  that  lesions  of  the  spinal 
marrow  have  been  attended  with  priapism.  &ic.,  and  we  have  evidence 
of  the  same  specific  gravity,  in  favor  of  the  spinal  marrow  beins;  the 
organ  of  auKUiveness,  as  we  have  of  the  cerebellum.  13.   D. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON.,    OCTOBER    11,     1837 


MASSACHUSETTS    MEDICAL    SOCIETY. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Counsellors  of  this  Society,  at  the  Athenaeum,  on 
Wednesday  last,  Oct.  4th,  tnenty-tvvo  members  were  present — George 
C.  Shattuck,  M.D.,  the  President  of  the  Society,  in  the  chair.  After 
the  records  of  the  last  meetin<j;  had  been  read,  hy  Dr.  Hoinans,  the 
Council  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  ordinary  business  which 
usually  accumulates  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretaries.  A  letter  was  re- 
ceived from  Dr.  Ebenezer  Alden,  of  Randolph,  announcing  his  accept- 
ance of  the  appointriKut  to  deliver  the  next  annual  address.  This  was  a 
happy  selection,  and  the  Society  may  anticipate  something  worth  hearing. 

Dr.  Charles  Hastings,  of  VVorcester,  En.<j;land,  Secretary  of  tlie  Pro- 
vincial Medical  Society,  an  eminently  distinguished  gentleman  in  the 
profession,  was  elected  an  honorary  memlier.  Thomas  Miner,  M.D., 
of  Middletown,  late  President  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  Stale  of 
Connecticut,  was  also  elected  an  honorary  member,  together  with  Lsher 
Parsons,  M.D.,  of  the  City  of  Providt^nce,  President  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Medical  Society.  Luther  V.  Bell,  M.D.,  of  Charlestown,  late 
of  New  Hampshire,  was  admitted  to  a  fellowship.  The  Corresponding 
Secretary,  Dr.  Hale,  of  Boston,  then  read  the  names  of  twenty-nine 
gentlemen,  settled  in  various  parts  of  the  Commonwealth,  who  have  be- 
corne  fellows  by  signing  the  by-laws.  As  soon  as  we  can  procure  a  cor- 
.  rect  list,  it  is  our  intention  to  publish  both  their  names  and  residences. 
A  communication  from  the  Censors  of  the  Second  District,  who  hold 
their  meetings  at  Worcester,  was  disposed  of  as  they  probably  e,\pected. 

Another  Part  of  Copland's  Dictionary,  that  celebrated  invisible  u'ork  in 
this  latitude,  is  to  be  obtained,  if  possible,  for  distribution  on  the  next 
anniversary  ;  but  in  case  of  failure,  a  volume  of  the  lectures  of  IVIr. 
John  Hunter  may  be  expected. 

Some  minor  matters  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Council,  but  in  the 
foregoing  sketch  the  substance  of  their  doings  has  been  given.  Al- 
though the  day  was  cold,  a  cheerful  fire  contributed  to  make  the  room 
very  comfortable,  and  the  meeting,  taken  altogether,  was  less  stiff  and 
formal  than  in  times  past.  Dr.  Miller,  the  Vice  President,  arrived  too 
late  to  take  a  seat  before  the  adjournment. 


Pulmonary  Consumption  in  the  West  Indies. — From  the  New  York 
American,  a  correspondent  has  taken  the  following  article,  which  came 
to  our  address  in  a  letter,  with  a  request  that  it  might  appear  in  the  Jour- 
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nal.  It  is  accordingly  introduced,  with  the  hope  that  it  will  elicit  from 
gentlemen  who  are  conversant  with  the  West  Indies,  a  true  statement  of 
the  facts.  From  Dr.  Tuckerman,  we  should  be  pleased  to  receive  a 
statement  in  relation  to  the  actual  mortality  of  consumptives  in  those 
islands  where  he  has  resided. 

"  A  few  days  ago  I  noticed  in  the  American  a  very  seductive  article 
respecting  the  climate  of  St.  Croix,  and  sicnultaneously  with  it,  a|)peared 
another  from  the  Rev.  JMr.  Tuckerman,  in  the  Boston  JNIedical  and 
Surgical  Journal.  I  am  especially  inclined  to  send  you  this  communi- 
cation, by  the  circumstance  of  the  latter  having  appeared  under  the 
sanction  of  a  name  of  high  authority  in  medicine. 

"  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  this  subject.  I 
shall  content  myself  with  stating  the  results  which  have  been  obtained  by 
the  most  enlightened  medical  inquirers.  This  may  be  done  by  a  short 
extract  fVom  a  late  author  of  the  highest  celebrity,  Dr.  James  Clarke.* 

"  '  The  mortality  from  consumption,'  says  Dr.  Clarke,  '  is  greater  in 
the  West  Indies  than  any  other  station,  and  least  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  and  the  Kast  Indies.  The  great  prevalence  of  consumption  in  the 
West  Indies  I  consider  one  of  the  most  remarkable  results  of  my  re- 
searches. It  confirms,  in  a  striking  manner,  the  opinion  I  gave  in  an- 
other work  on  the  injurious  effects  of  that  climate  on  consumptive  pa- 
tients sent  there  from  this  country.!  ^  he  general  mortality  is  also 
greater  in  the  West  Indies  than  on  any  other  station,  with  the  exception 
of  the  west  coast  of  Africa.' 

"  I  may  also  say,  it  is  the  result  of  critical  inquiry  by  European  physi- 
cians, that  the  climate  of  Madeira  is  not  inferior  to  that  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  in  its  adaptation  to  phthisical  patients.  The  excessive  heat 
of  the  West  Indies  is  also  considered,  in  itself,   an  insuperable  objection. 

"  Very  few  Europeans  visit  the  West  Indies  for  the  improvement  of 
health.  The  migration  thither  is  almost  confined  to  Americans,  who  are 
too  little  inclined  to  profit  by  the  experience  of  others.  Medicus." 


Dr.  Joshua  B.  Flint. — This  gentleman  is  now  on  his  way  to  Louisville, 
to  enter  upon  the  course  of  surgical  instruction  assigned  him  by  the  trus- 
tees of  the  new  medical  school  in  that  city.  From  years  of  acquaintance, 
we  can  speak  with  confidence  of  his  ability.  For  several  seasons,  in 
succession,  we  were  associated  in  giving  a  series  of  anatomical  lectures, 
for  which  he  was  exceedingly  well  qualified.  In  the  department  of 
surgery  we  are  inclined  to  believe  he  will  manifest  the  whole  strength  of 
his  mind.  We  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  there  is  not  a  member  of 
the  medical  profession  in  Boston,  of  his  age,  who  is  better  qualified,  by 
systematic  study,  for  the  station  to  which  he  has  been  called,  than  Dr. 
Flint.  He  has  our  best  wishes  for  his  success  in  the  discharge  of  the 
complicated  and  arduous  duties  belonging  to  the  chair  which  he  is  about 
to  fill,  and  we  trust  his  new  connection  will  be  attended  with  honor  to 
himself  and  to  the  Louisville  Institute. 


Charitable  Eye  and  Ear  Injirmanj. — In  consequence  of  the  new  class 
of  duties  devolving  upon  Dr.  Reynolds,  the  ensuing  winter,  (he  whole 
care  of  the  infirmary  necessarily  falls  upon  Dr.  Jeffries.  A  lecture 
room  has  been   fitted  up  in  proper  order,  in  which  we   hope  Dr.  J.  will 

*  A  Treatise  on  Pulmonary  Consumption,  p.  156.    183.).  t  Influence  of  Climate,  p.  115,  ic. 
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open  a  course  of  instruction  on  diseases  of  the  eye,  simultaneously  with 
those  at  the  college,  which  should  be  attended  by  every  student  matricu- 
lated by  the  faculty.  Medical  strangers,  visiting  Boston,  should  visit  the 
infirmary,  without  failure,  as  it  is  decidedly  one  of  the  noblest  and  best 
conducted  charities  in  the  city,  although  in  comparative  infancy. 


e 


•Scarlalinn. — Our  old  friend  and  early  anatomical  instructor,  William 
Ingalls,  JM.D.,  formerly  engaged  in  extensive  practice  in  this  city,  from 
which  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  withdraw  himself  before  he  was  quite 
worn  out,  has  addressed  a  letter  to  his  son,  Dr.  William  Ingalls,  Jr.,  on 
the  subject  of  "  Scarlatina,  in  which  is  contained  cases  of  angina  sine 
efflorescentia  ;  scarlatina  anginosa;  benigna,  maligna  vel  angina  gangre- 
nosa ;  and  their  sequelae,  &.c.,''  which  has  been  recently  published,  and 
will  be  more  particularly  made  known  to  our  readers  forthwith.  We 
supposed  that  Dr.  Ingalls,  in  the  enjoyments  of  the  splendid  mountain 
scenery  by  which  his  residence  in  the  country  is  bounded,  would  never 
trouble  himsell"  again  with  professional  concerns.  In  this,  however,  we 
are  happy  to  find  ourselves  totally  mistaken.  His  active  mind  is  still 
exercised  upon  his  favorite  science. 


Special  Jinatomij. — An  inquirer  wishes  us  to  state  what  two  professors 
of  anatomy  have  to  do  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  at 
New  York.  Dr.  Rhinelander  is  e.xpressly  declared  to  be  Professor  of 
Anatomy — and  that  he  lectures,  also,  on  General,  Surgical  and  Patho- 
logical Anatomy.  One  would  suppose,  says  our  correspondent,  that  this 
gentleman  had  quite  labor  enough  imposed  upon  him  by  the  regents,  and 
that  he  must  necessarily  embrace  every  thread  and  fibre  belonging  to  the 
domain  of  human  anatomy.  But  a  lecturer  on  Special  Analomxj  is  added 
at  the  bottom  of  the  list  of  professors  ;  and  for  what  ?  Is  it  for  spong- 
ing an  extra  fee  .''  says  the  inquirer,  or  is  it  a  contrivance  to  discharge 
an  old  obligation,  to  a  favorite,  in  the  most  economical  way  ?  Perhaps 
Dr.  Rhinelander  could  explain  the  paradox,  which  would  have  more 
weight  in  convincing  the  querist,  that  declarations  from  any  other  source. 


Great  jYatural  Soda  Fountain. — The  Rev.  Mr.  Spaulding,  of  the  Mis- 
sionary service,  in  a  letter,  just  published,  dated  Sept.  'iO,  1836,  from 
Fort  Vancouver,  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  says  that  three  days  be- 
fore reaching  Fort  Hall,  he  passed  what  he  considered  one  of  the  great- 
est curiosities  in  the  world — a  natural  soda  fountain,  of  unknown  extent. 
It  has  several  openings,  one  of  them  about  fifteen  feet  in  diameter,  with 
no  discovered  bottom.  About  twelve  feet  below  the  surface,  are  two 
large  globes,  on  either  side  of  the  orifice,  from  which  the  efiervescence 
seems  to  rise.  A  few  minutes  after  dropping  in  a  stone,  the  fountain  is 
thrown  into  violent  agitation.  Another  of  the  openings,  only  about  four 
inches  in  diameter,  is  through  an  elevated  rock,  from  which  the  water 
spouts  at  intervals  of  about  forty  seconds. 

The  water,  in  all  its  properties,  is  equal  to  any  artificial  fountain,  and 
is  constantly  foaming  and  sparkling.  Those  who  visit  these  magnificent 
and  exhaustless  reservoirs,  drink  prodigious  quantities,  with  good  effect 
to  health.  Perhaps,  continues  Mr.  Spaulding,  in  the  days  when  a  rail- 
road connects  the  waters  of  the  Columbia  with  those  of  the  Missouri, 
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this  fountain  may  be  the  source  of  j^reat  gain  to  the  company  that  shall 
accomplish  such  a  noble  work,  if  they  are  beforehand  in  securing  it. 
He  is  confident  that  if  visiters  can  go  from  the  far  east  to  visit  the  mag- 
nificent falls  of  JNiagara,  they  would  not  value  a  few  more  days'  travel 
into  the  west,  to  contemplate  the  wonder  and  taste  of  the  invigorating 
water  of  the  great  natural  soda  fountain  of  the  Rocky  JMountains. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Hernia. — To  our  surprise,  the  report,  be- 
fore alluded  to,  on  the  subject  of  Dr.  Chase's  truss,  for  the  radical  cure 
of  hernia,  makes  a  volume  of  two  hundred  and  forty-three  octavo  pages, 
with  numerous  notes,  by  Heber  Chase,  M.D.  Were  it  extensively  cir- 
culated, it  would  have  the  two-fold  effect  of  pioneering  the  way  for  the 
instrument  and  giving  information  of  the  philosophy  of  its  action. 


Arrest  of  Uterine  Haemorrhage  by  Compression  of  the  Aorta. — M.  Bau- 
delocque,  of  Paris,  has,  for  some  years,  been  in  the  habit  of  using  ex- 
ternal compression  in  cases  of  uterine  haemorrhage.  The  pressure  is 
made  by  the  fingers  of  the  right  hand,  applied,  while  the  patient  is  on  her 
back,  about  an  inch  above  the  umbilicus.  The  intestines  gradually  yield, 
to  the  right  and  left,  and  the  vessel  will  be  felt,  pulsating,  a  little  on  the 
left  side  of  ttie  vertebral  column.  If  the  fingers  of  the  left  hand  be 
applied  to  the  femoral  arteries,  it  will  be  found  that  all  pulsation  has 
ceased.  The  remedy  has  also  been  applied  in  cases  of  haemorrhage 
arising  from  injury  of  the  arteries  of  the  leg  or  thigh. 


JVeit)  Theory  of  the  Circulation. — Mr.  J.  R.  Wood,  of  Manchester, 
Eng.,  has  published  what  he  considers  a  new  theory  of  the  circulation 
of  the  blood.  He  supposes  that  the  iron,  which  is  proved  to  exist  in  the 
blood  of  all  animals,  is,  by  some  modification  of  electricity,  an  agent  in 
this  process,  the  external  surface  being  in  one  electrical  condition  and 
the  internal  surface  of  the  lungs  in  an  opposite  condition.  The  venous 
blood,  he  supposes,  being  in  a  state  of  electricity  similar  to  that  of  the 
external  surface,  is  repelled  from  the  extremities,  and  attracted  inter- 
nally ;  while  the  arterial  blood,  being  in  a  state  similar  to  the  interior,  is 
repelled  thence,  and  attracted  to  the  extremities.  By  this  explanation 
we  are  not  compelled  to  assent  to  the  incredible  muscular  force  of  the 
heart  which  the  laws  of  hydraulics  would  require,  nor  to  admit  the  ex- 
pansibility and  contractility  of  the  bloodvessels,  which  we  do  not  per- 
ceive them  to  possess. 


Large  Bleedings  in  Purpura. — Mr.  Elliotson  has  lately  treated  a  case 
of  purpura,  successfully,  by  large  bleedings.  The  patient,  a  man  aged 
45,  of  spare  habit,  regular  life,  and  who  had  always  enjoyed  good  health 
with  the  exception  of  an  attack  of  rheumatism  and  the  influenza,  was 
bled  to  the  amount  of  150  ounces  from  the  'i5th  of  April  to  the  22d  of 
June,  and  yet  he  was  stronger  at  the  expiration  of  tiiat  period  than  at 
the  commencement.  He  was  discharged  on  the  25th  of^  June,  nearly 
cured. 


Treatment  of  Tinea. — Dr.  Schneider  recommends   strongly  the  follow- 
ing method  of  treatment  in  cases  of  tinea  : — 
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A  circumscribed  portion  of  the   eruption  is  covered  with  Jasser's  oint- 
ment, composed  of 

Sulphur,  pvrifcat.  ; 

Vdriol.  ulb.  ;  aa.  3  'j- 

Jiiung.  recent.   3  vj.     M.,  ft.  unguentum. 

In  a  ^cw  days  the  crusts  begin  to  split,  and  soon  fall  off;  the  secretions 
change  their  character,  and  a  cure  is  rapidly  obtained.  ^ 

A  mercurial  purge   is  given  every  eight  days,  and  the  child  takes  for     /• 
drink  a  decoction  of  the  woods. 

The  mean  duration  of  the  treatment  is  from  four  to  five  weeks. 


Use  of  the  Jiir  Pump  in  Stranp:uhtftd  Hernia.  —  In  five  cases  of  strangu- 
lated hernia,  lately  treated  by  Ur.  Reuter,  he  assures  us  that  he  suc- 
ceeded in  reducing  three  by  means  of  the  air-pump  {saug  pumpe),  al- 
though the  symptoms  of  strangulation  were  of  the  most  unequivocal 
nature.  In  the  fourth  case,  the  exhausting  pump  produced  little  or  no 
relief,  and  an  operation  became  necessary.  In  the  filth  case  (one  of 
crural  hernia),  it  also  became  necessary  to  operate.  This  case  termi- 
nated favorably,  although  the  intestine  was  extremely  discolored.  On 
opening  the  hernial  sac  a  great  quantity  of  serun)  was  discharged  from 
the  cavity  of  the  abdomen. — Berlin  Med.  Zeil.  Mai  17,  1837. 


Preservation  of  Animal  Substances. — M.  Gannal,  of  Paris,  has  discov- 
ered that  the  substance  most  efficacious  for  preserving  dead  bodies  is 
the  acetate  of  alumina,  with  which  a  dead  body  may  be  preserved  for  a 
long  time  as  effectually  as  if  embalmed,  and  at  a  very  trifling  expense. 
The  aluminous  fluid  may  be  introduced  by  the  carotid  artery,  and  any 
desiccation  produced  may  be  counteracted  by  a  layer  of  varnish.  The 
preservation  of  specimens  of  natural  history  lor  museums  may  be  hence- 
forth efl'ected  with  a  great  saving  of  labor  and  cost,  and  the  study  of 
anatomy  may  be  pursued  with  comfort  at  all  seasons  of  the  year. 

To  CoRRESPoxDE.NTs. — The  communications  of  Mesmer,  W.  A.  A.,  and  other 
papers,  are  on  file  for  insertion.     The  request  of  J.  W.  G.  will  be  complied  with. 

Died, — In  Richmond,  Va.,  Dr.  William  Reid  McGaw,  aged  43. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Oct.  7,  42.     Males,  22 — Females,  20. 

Consnniption,   4— intenipcance,    I  — brain    fever,    I— paresis,    1— old   age,  3— cholera   morbus,  I 

diarrhoea,  2— typhus  fever,  2— cholera  in  fantum,  2— inflaiiimaiioii  of  the  lungs,  I— croup,  2— inflam- 
mation of  the  epiglottis,  1— dropsy  or.  the  chest,  1— dysentery,  1— tliroat  distemper,  1  — measles,  1 

scarlatina,  ]— teething,  1— hooping  cough,  1— scrofula,  1— canker  in  the  bowels,  I— stillborn,  1. 


MEDICAL  INSTIIUCTION. 

The  subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  medical  instruction.  A  convenient  room 
has  been  provided  for  this  purpose,  which  will  be  open  to  the  students  at  all  hours.  'I  hey  will  have 
access  to  an  extensive  medical  library,  and  every  other  nece.ssary  I'acility  for  tlie  acquire'nient  of  a 
thorough  medical  education. 

Opportunities  will  be  offered  for  the  observation  of  diseasesand  their  treatment  in  ttro  Di.spensary 
districts,  embracing  Wards  1,2  and  :i,  and  in  cases  irhich  will  be  treated  at  the  room  daily. 
Instruction  will  be  given  by  clinical  and  other  lectures,  and  by  examinations  at  least  twice  a  week. 
Sufficient  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  Anatomy. 

For  further  information,  application  maybe  made  at  the  room,  over  103  Hanover  street,  or  to 
the  subscribers.  KPURAI.M   BICK,  .'H.U. 

A^^A  n.  .s.\()\V,  M.n. 
K.  \V\r/rEIJ   I,E.ACH,  M.D. 
Boston,  .August  9,  1837.  HEXKV  G.  fX-ARK,  M.D 

JOtfKl'lI  MORIAKTY,  M.D. 
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UNIVERSITY   OF   THE   STATE   OF  NEW   YORK. 

COLLEGE    OF    PHYSICIANS    AND    SURGEONS. 
THE  Lectures  commence  on  the  first  Monday  of  Xovember  of  each  year,  and  continue  for  four 
months. 

J.  Augustine  Smith,  Af.D.,  Professor  of  Physiolopy 

Alexander  H.  Stevens,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery,  (to  lecture  at  the  N.  York  Hospital.) 

Joseph  Mather  S.mith,  .M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  and  Glinical  Medicine. 

Edward  Delafield,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

John  B.  Beck,  .M.l).,  Professor  of  Materia  .Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

John  Torrey,  -M  D  ,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Botany. 

John  R.  Rhinelander,  M.U.,  Professor  of  Anatomy.     (Lectures  on  General,  Surgical  and  Patho- 
losical  Anatomy.) 

Alban  G.  Smith,  M.L).,  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

Amariah  Hrigham,  M.D.  Lecturer  on  Special  Anatomy. 

Deinunslrators. — James  GIuackenbush,  M.L).,    J.  B.  Swett,  M.D. 

The  expense  of  attendins  a  complete  course  of  Lectures  by  all  the  Professors,  is  $108.  The  matricu- 
lation fee,  which  is  §5,  entitles  the  student  to  the  use  of  the  Colleee  Library.     Graduation  fee,  $25. 

Oct.  4— 4c.  XICOLL  H.  DERING,  M.U.,  Registrar. 

MEDICAL    SCHOOL   OF   HARVARD    UNIVERSITY. 

THE  Medical  Lectures  in  Harvard  University  will  begin  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  November,  in 
Mason  street,  Boston,  at  9  o'clocic,  A.  .^L,  and  continue  thirteen  weeks.  For  the  following  four 
weeks,  the  Hospital  and  Dissecting  room  will  be  kept  open,  and  some  Lectures  will  be  given,  with- 
out aililitioiial  expense,  to  such  students  as  may  remain. 

The  following  Courses  of  Lectures  will  be  delivered  to  the  class  of  the  ensuing  season.         Fees. 
Anatomy,  by  Edward  Reynolds,  M.D.*  SI.t 

Chemistry,  by  John   W.  Webster,  M.D.  15 

Midwifery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  Walter  Channing,  M.D.  10 

Materia  Medica  and  Clinical  Medicine,  by  Jacob  Bigelow,  M.D.  10 

Principles  and  0|)erations  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  by  Geo.  Havward,  M.D.       10 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  John  Ware,  M.D.  15 

By  an  additional  act  of  the  Lejjislature  of  Massachusetts,  the  opportunities  for  the  study  of  Prac- 
tical Anatomy  are  now  placed  upon  the  most  liberal  footing,  and  an  ample  supply  of  subjects  for  the 
wants  of  science  will  be  legally  provided  at  a  small  expense. 

The  .Massachusetts  General  Hospital  is  open  without  fee  to  students  attending  the  Lectures  of  the 
physicians  and  surgeons.  Clinical  Lectures  are  given  several  times  in  each  week,  and  surgical  opera- 
tions are  frequent. 

To  the  Medical  College  is  attached  a  Medical  Library,  a  costly  and  extensive  Chemical  Apparatus, 
and  Collections  illustrative  of  Midwifery,  Materia  Medica,  and  Healthy  and  Morbid  .\iiatoniy. 

W.\LTER  CHaNMNG, 
Boston,  July  5,  1837.  tNov.  1.  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine. 

*  Professor  John  C.  Warren  being  in  Europe,  and  having  announced  his  intention  not  to  return 
this  winter,  the  Corporation  of  Harvard  University  have  appointed  Edward  Reynolds,  M.D.,  Lecturer 
on  Anatomy  the  ensuing  winter.  Professor  Hay  ward  has  also  been  appointed  to  deliver  the  Lectures 
on  Operative  Surgery.  Sept.  27.  W.  CHAX.VLN'G,  Dean. 

[Printers  whose  papers  contain  the  advertisement  of  the  Lectures,  are  particularly  desired  to  insert 
the  above.] 


MEDICAL   INSTITUTION   OF   YALE   COLLEGE. 

THE  course  of  Medical  Instruction   in   Vale  College  begins  on  Thursday,  Nov.  2d,  1837,  and  it  con- 
tinues seventeen  weeks.     The  several  branches  are  taught  as  follows,  viz  : 


Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by     - 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by 
Cheinislry  and  Pharmacy,  by 
Materia  .Medica  and  Therapeutics,  by 
.Viiatomy  and   Physiology,  by 
Obstetrics,  liv 


Thomas  Hubbard,  M.D. 

Eli    Ives,   .M.D. 

Benjamin  Silliman,  M.D.  and  LL.  1). 

William  Tully,  M.D. 

Jonathan  Knight,  .M.D. 

Timothy  P.   Bef.rs,  .M.D. 


The  in  itriculit'ion  fee  and  contingent  bill  are  S7..i0  ;  the  fees  for  C^hemistry,  .Anatomy,  Surgery, 
Materia  Medica,  and  Theory  and  Practice,  are  §12. .50  each;  and  for  Obstetrics,  .§6 — amounting  to 
§7()— the  whole  to  be  paid  in  advance.     Tile  graduation  fee  is  §15. 

Yale  College,  Sept.  1,  1837.  Sept.  13— 6t 


TO   MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

The  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  in  all  the  branches  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery.  .\  suitable  room  will  be  provided,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  medical 
library,  opp.)rtiiiiities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  di.-!tricls  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  Eye 
and  Eir  Intirmary,  and  of  attending  a  course  ollectiires  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye. 

.\  regular  course  of  recitations  and  examinations  will  include  all  the  required  professional  works. 
Anat'o  nical  instruction  and  private  dissection  will  form  a  prominent  part  in  the  study  ofihe  pupil?. 
For  i'lirther  information, apply  to  eitherof  the  subscribers.  JOHN  JEFFRIES,  IVI.I). 

U.  W.   HoonKK,  M.D. 
Pr^■|ldin  Street,  JVnn.  9,  1836.  July  19— Cm  JOHN    II.   DIX,  M.D. 


ri;-:  n  )SI'0\  Ml!:i)rOAL  A.VD  SIIRGU'AL  journal  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CLAPI',  JR.  at  181  Wasliinston  Street,  corner  of  Fianklin  .street,  lo  whom  nil  coniniiinit  aliiuis 
must  be  addressed, /)n<'-;i'iif/.  It  is  also  pHblished  in  Monthlv  Paris,  each  Part  ronlaininc  the  weekly 
numbers  of  the  preceding  inonili,  sl  itched  in  a  cover  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.— Prii-e  $3,00  n 
VKir  ill  a  Iv  iiMH.  i':l.'>!)aller  thrre  MH>riili<,and  $1,11(1  iliiot  paid  within  the  year.— A(!enls  allowed 
every  seventh  copv  grafi.".— Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
attiufactory  reference. — Postage  the  same  as  for  a  Newspaper 
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ON  THE   USE   OF   CONIUM   FOR  THE   PALLIATION   OF   CANCER. 

FROM    SIGMOND'S. LECTURES    ON    THE    MATERIA    MEDICA. 

The  power  of  coniurn,  as  a  narcotic  and  sedative,  approaches  much 
nearer  lo  opium  than  do  the  other-  medicines  of  the  chiss  which  has 
been  the  subject  of  luy  lectures,  and  it  is  upon  the  nervous  system  that 
its  agency  is  more  particularly  to  be  observed.  It  lulls  pain  with  con- 
siderable rapidity,  when  occurring  in  some  of  the  most  sensitive  parts  ;  it 
does  not  so  completely  induce  sopor  as  does  the  juice  of  the  poppy. 
The  state  in  which  an  individual  under  its  influence  appears,  approxi- 
mates more  nearly  to  stupefaction,  from  which  there  is  some  difficulty  of 
completely  arousing  him,  and  this  is  occasionally  attended  by  tremors. 
In  very  many  cases  of  acute  suffering  it  has  been  found  to  enjoy  the 
power  of  palliating  and  of  essentially  relieving,  and  it  can  be  given  with 
great  safety  in  many  of  those  diseases  in  which  opium,  belladonna,  and" 
hyoscyauius  are  acknowledged  to  be  useful.  It  may  be  used  in  cofnbi- 
nation  with  them,  or  it  may  be  substituted  for  them,  when  they  have  lost 
their,  influence.  As  a  specific  in  any  one  complaint,  I  do  not  believe 
that  it  is  to  be  trusted. 

Although  the  great  encomiums  which  it  has  received  in  cancer  are  not 
altogether  undeserved,  it  by  no  means  has  fulfilled  the  high  expectations 
which  the  recommendations  of  Baron  Stoerck  had  excited.  It  certainly 
is  true,  that  in  many  of  those  painful  sores  which  have  been  called  ma- 
lisiiaut,  and  which  approximate  to  cancerous  ulceration,  soon  after  its 
administration  the  acute  aj^ony  is  very  much  mitigated,  that  the  dis- 
charge assumes  a  less  virulent  appearance,  and  that  even  the  external 
character  of  the  ulcer  wears  a  somewhat  different  aspect,  and  that  it  is 
even  possible  to, maintain,  "  with  other  appliances  to  boot,"  this  amend- 
ment for  some  short  space  of  time  ;  even  delusive  hopes  of  ultimate 
recovery  have  been  inspired.  The  fallacy,  however,  of  sanguine  views  at 
last  becomes  exhibited,  for,  after  this  suspense  of  action,  the  disease 
again  advances,  and,  though  its  rapid  strides  may  be  prevented,  it  ulti- 
mately proves  the  inefficacy  6f  hemlock  3s  a  decided  curative  agent, 
though  it  may  be  acknowledged  to  be  a  palliative.  JVlost  of  the  sur- 
geons who  have  adorned  the  science  of  this  country,  have  devoted  con- 
siderable attention  to  carcinoma,  and  all  acknowledge  how  many  points 
of  difficult  explanation  invest  the  subject  ;  it  is  a  source  of  the  ruost 
anxious  investigation,  for  not  only  must  diseases  be  accurnlely  distin- 
guished one  from  the  other,  but  there  must  be  a  conscientious  feeling  of 
11 
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the  necessity  of  judging  when  the  knife  is  to  be  employed,  and  when 
the  fearful  and  painful  operation  is  to  be  avoided.  The  [)l)ysician  who 
knows  the  trutli  of  Hunter's  observation,  that  "the  necessity  for  opera- 
tion is,  in  truth,  the  defect  of  surgery,"  is  called  upon  to  discover  what 
are  the  means  by  which  excision  may  be  rendered  unriecessary,  pain 
alleviated,  life  rendered  less  burthensome,  and  its  days  protracted  to  the 
utmost  span. 

In  the  earlier  stages  of  cancer,  in  that  state  in  which  scirrhus  only 
exists,  the  pain  is  alleviated  by  hemlock  ;  it  is  at  first,  however,  so  tran- 
sient, as  scarcely  to  require  any  anodyne,  but  at  that  stage  in  which  a 
change  is  about  to  occur,  which  is  denoted  by  the  skin  wearing  a  dusky 
or  livid  red,  with  an  appearance  of  a  shining  tension,  the  suffering  be- 
comes more  decided  ;  instead  of  a  shooting  pain,  occasionally  felt,  it  be- 
comes distinct  and  frequent,  like  the  dartmg  of  a  sharp  instrument,  or, 
as  it  has  been  termed,  lancinating,  and  there  is  a  sense  of  heat  or  of 
burning.  In  this  state  great  relief  is  afforded  by  narcotics  generally,  and 
particularly  by  hemlock,  which  appears  to  reduce,  in  a  singular  manner, 
the  acute  sensibility  of  the  system  ;  it  likewise  seems  to  retard  the  mo- 
ment when  the  tissues  become  infiltrated  with  serous,  gelatinous,  bloody, 
or  purulent  fluids. 

In  the  various  indurations  of  the  mammary  glands  which  excite  sus- 
picion as  to  their  ultimate  tendency,  from  their  occurrence  at  a  particu- 
lar period  of  life,  it  is  in  your  power,  by  cautious  watchfulness,  by  en- 
forcing the  strictest  regularity  of  diet,  and  by  the  exhibition  of  appro- 
priate remedies,  to  ward  off,  for  a  great  number  of  years,  and,  indeed, 
sometimes  to  suspend,  during  life,  any  further  development  of  diseased 
action  ;  and  although  you  cannot  expect  in  every  instance  to  be  enabled 
to  carry  into  effect  this  most  desirable  object,  you  will,  in  a  great  number 
of  cases,  succeed  in  checking  the  advance  of  the  malady,  in  mitigating 
the  severity  of  the  pain,  and  in  palliating  the  worst  features  that  present 
themselves  to  you.  Age  has,  it  must  be  reniembered,  a  very  considera- 
ble influence  upon  the  development  of  carcinomatous  tumors,  and  they 
will  run  with  much  greater  quickness  through  their  sad  career,  in  a  fe- 
male at  the  age  of  forty-five,  than  they  will  when  they  attack  a  woman 
who  is  sixty  years  of  age ;  they  will  at  that,  or  at  a  later  period  of  life, 
remain  for  years  without  any  advance,  continuing  perfectly  stationary  to 
the  last  hour.  In  such  cases  exposure  of  the  part  to  atmospheric  influ- 
ence must  be  prevented  by  the  application  of  belladonna  plaster,  or  of 
hemlock,  and  these,  alternated,  sometimes  are  more  influential  than 
when  kept  constantly  employed,  or,  at  any  rate,  the  patient  believes  so. 

In  that  carcinoma  which,  in  the  female  breast,  begins  from  a  very 
small  spot,  and  radiates  from  thence  as  from  a  central  point,  in  different 
directions,  and  which,  as  the  progress  of  the  disease  advances,  exhibits 
itself  in  firm  white  bands,  like  thickened  and  compact  cellular  substance, 
which  may  be  easily  traced  through  the  fat,  you  may,  for  a  very  consid- 
erable length  of  time,  keep  the  disease  in  abeyance,  and  allay  the  gen- 
eral constitutional  irritation,  by  the  application,  externally,  of  conium, 
and  also  by  its  occasional   internal  administration  ;  and  to  this  has  been 
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ad{i(?(i  the  watery  diet,  as  a  further  propliylaclic  means,  advised  by  M. 
Fouteau,  and  carried  into  effect  by  Jolin  Pearson. 

Alilioui;!)  there  may  be  some  opinions  to  the  contrary,  and  though 
these  opinions  have  been  asserted  by  some  distinguished  physicians  and 
surgeons,  1  think  you  will  find  that  tlie  general  impression  is,  thai  cancer 
of  the  mamma  is  not  to  be  considered  as  a  local  alteration  of  structure, 
but  as  a  proof  of  a  general  diathesis,  and  that  by  the  removal  of  the 
local  lesion,  we  not  only  do  nothing  but  remove  merely  the  symptom  of 
the  general  disorder,  but  frequently  cause  greater  danger,  and  sometimes 
accelerate  a  fatal  termination  ;  even  those  who  believe  that  scirrhus  is  a 
local  disease,  acknowledge  that  there  is  a  point  at  which  it  contaminates 
the  system.  Thus,  Sir  Everard  Home  thinks  that  no  cancerous  disease 
wasever  so  in  its  origin,  hut  that  when  parts  have  been  long  in  a  diseased 
state,  there  is  no  security  against  their  not  ulliuiately  taking  on  a  can- 
cerous action.  Mr.  Travers  believes  that  the  system  is  not  contaminated 
till  the  scirrhous  tumor  begins  to  ulcerate  in  its  centre,  and  that  the  mat- 
ter of  the  poison  is  generated,  not  by  the  action  which  forms  the  tuber- 
cle, but  by  the  series  of  actions  instituted  to  destroy  and  remove  it. 
The  object  which  I  have  to  impress  upon  your  mind  is  the  duty  of 
examining  the  therapeutic  agents  which  we  |)ossess,  which  may  prevent 
the  necessity  of  the  performance  of  an  operation  which,  from  the  earliest 
annals  of  our  art  lo  the  present  moment,  has  been  pronounced  not  only 
to  be  dangerous,  but  to  hasten  the  termination  of  human  life.  The  lan- 
guage of  Hippocrates  on  this  subject  is  very  striking,  and  1  will  show 
you  that  after  a  lapse  of  two  thousand  years,  his  descendants  come  near- 
ly to  the  same  conclusion  as  he  had  formed,  and  had  expressed  to  his 
contem|)oraries.  He  says,  "  It  is  better  not  to  cure  all  latent  cancers, 
for  those  who  have  been  cured  die  quickly  ;  those  who  are  not  cured 
may  last  a  longer  time." 

But  the  chief  of  surgeons,  the  experienced  Celsus,  speaks  still  more 
explicitly,  when  he  tells  us  that  "some  employ  escharotics,  some  the 
actual  cautery  ;  others  remove  it  by  the  knife  ;  but  no  medicine  has 
proved  of  service  to  any.  When  cauterized,  the  cancerous  parts  are 
quickly  irritated,  and  increase  till  death  takes  place  ;  if  extirpated,  even 
after  the  wound  has  cicatrized  the  disease  returns."  Paul,  of  jEgina, 
maintains  nearly  the  same  opinion  ;  the  remedies  that  he  proposes  are 
the  narcotics,  more  particularly  the  solanum  nigrum,  externally  applied, 
in  the  juice  of  which  he  recomm.ends  folded  linen  to  be  immersed,  and 
then  spread  on  the  diseased  parts.  He  it  is  who  gives  us  the  deriva- 
tion of  the  word  cancer,  which  was  enjployed,  he  says,  in  consequence 
of  the  veins  swelling,  and  extending  like  the  claws  of  the  crab,  whilst 
others  derive  it  from  the  outstretched  claws  with  which  the  crab  seizes 
any  aquatic  animal. 

In  later  days  the  judgment  of  such  a  man  as  Dr.  Monro  inay  be 
quoted  in  confirmation  of  ancient  authority  ;  he  says  that  of  nearly  sixty 
cases  at  which  he  had  been  present  during  their  extirpation,  only  four 
patients  remained  free  from  the  disease  for  two  years.  He  doubts  the 
propriety  of  any  excision,  remarking  that  upon  a  relapse,  the  disease  in 
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those  he  saw  was  more  violent,  and  made  a  much  quicker  progress  than 
it  did  in  others  on  wlioni  no  operation  had  been  performed. 

In  a  number  of  '"  Rust's  Magazine,"  is  a  very  important  review  ol 
the  surgical  cfinique  at  the  University  of  Breslau,  which  contains  some 
observations  from  the  note-book  of  Professor  Benedict,  who  tells  us  that 
he  had  performed  ninety-eight  amputations  of  tlie  breast;  two  ended 
fatally,  from  exhaustion,  during  liealini;  of  the  wound,  and  in  all  the  rest, 
with  the  exception  of  thirteen,  the  disease  returned  after  the  wound  was 
healed,  and  terminated  in  death.  With  regard  to  the  remaining  tliirteen, 
the  author  is  morally  convinced  tiiat  in  several  cases  an  error  of  diagno- 
sis was  committed,  and  breasts  were  removed  that  were  merely  affected 
with  scrofulous  tumors,  sarcoma,  or  sofiie  other  innocent  change  of  struc- 
ture. If  all  medical  men  had  the  honesty  and  candor  to  proclaim  their 
want  of  success,  and  the  truths  that  have  burst  in  upon  them  after  long 
experience,  what  inestimable  advantage  to  the  suffering  sick  would  be 
the  result!  VVhat  a  treasure  to  the  n)edical  man  to  guide  him  on  his 
onward  path  ! 

I  hope  I  do  not  take  too  much  upon  myself  when  I  say,  that  the 
greater  the  experience  the  surgeon  has  acquired,  the  more  firmly  is  he 
rooted  in  the  opinion  that  the  operation  is  very  seldom  to  be  performed  ; 
and  though  such  an  authority  as  Scar[)a  may  be  quoted  against  my  as- 
sertion, that  even  in  the  earlier  stages,  before  the  enlargement  of  the 
absorbent  glands,  leading  from  the  original  seat  of  the  malady,  and  al- 
though Mr.  Nooth  may  have  believed  that  there  are  indications  in  the 
state  of  the  glands  which  can  guide  the  surgeon,  still,  only  the  mildest 
and  gentlest  treatment  is  to  be  adqpted.  I  will  here  quote  the  language 
of  one  who,  for  fifty-seven  years,  had  opportunities  of  which  he  fully 
availed  himself  to  obtain  the  most  valuable  practical  knowledge;  I  mean 
Sir  Everard  Home,  who,  in  1830,  took  leave  of  the  profession  in  a  man- 
ner which  was  honorable  to  himself  and  useful  to  the  community,  by 
the  publication  of  a  short  tract  on  the  formation  of  tumors,  and  the 
peculiarities  that  are  met  with  in  the  structure  of  those  that  have  become 
cancerous,  with  their  mode  of  treatment.  Having  in  this  invaluable 
legacy  stated  the  principal  causes  of  this  disease  that  came  under  his 
notice,  so  as  to  explain  its  nature  and  symptoms,  and  their  progress  in 
peculiar  instances,  lie  is  sorry  to  add  that  very  httle  progress  has  been 
made  either  towards  a  cure  or  prevention.  Many  tumors,  he  observes, 
that  were  formerly,  by  violent  applications,  rendered  true  cancers,  now 
never  take  on  the  disease  ;  he  then  states,  that  mild  means  have  been 
employed  with  great  advantage,  and  adds; — 

"  The  treatment  in  my  own  practice  that  calls  forth  this  commenda- 
tion, is  the  internal  and  external  use  of  hemlock,  and  in  proof  of  its  effi- 
cacy, in  some  cases  where  the  medicine  was  left  off,  the  symptoms  be- 
came more  violent,  and,  when  resumed,  abated.  Also,  when  the  pow- 
der of  the  leaves  was  prepared,  at  the  proper  season,  and  the  light  en- 
tirely excluded  while  the  drying  of  it  was  carried  on,  even  in  confirmed 
cancerous  ulcers,  benefit  was  derived  in  so  great  a  degree,  that  the  pa- 
tient could  ascertain,  from  increase  of  pain,  some  change  had  taken 
place  in  the  application,  when  powder  less  accurately  prepared  was  used 
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as  a  substitute  for  tlio  oilier.  1  liave  even  prevented  the  operation  when 
the  day  was  fixed,  and  the  patient  lived  for  months  under  this  [)aHiative 
mode  of  treatment,  without  any  progress  of  the  tumor,  and  was  carried 
off  by  epileptic  fits.  In  n)any  cases  the  swelling  diminished,  and  in 
others  remained  stationary  for  years,  and  never  afterwards  made  any 
advance,  so  that  1  am  convinced  that  I  had  been  before  too  much 
alarmed,  and  iVerjiienily  came  to  an  operation  before  it  was  required." 

Such  testimony  I  cannot  but  impress  upon  your  minrls,  as  the  most 
invaluable  admonition  from  a  surgeon  of  great  experience,  of  first  rate 
anatomical  knowledire,  and  from  one  who  had  studied  under  him  who  is 
recognized  as  the  founder  of  a  school,  John  Hunter. 

In  combination  with  iron,  hemlock  has  been  found  very  serviceable. 
It  was  first  suggested  by  Juslamond,  and  Mr.  Carmichael  of  Dublin, 
whose  essay  on  the  effects  of  carbonate  and  other  preparations  of  iron 
upon  cancer,  contains  some  very  valuable  knowledge  ;  he  tried  it,  and, 
in  some  cases,  the  union  was  attended  with  evident  benefit.  In  one 
case  the  iron  produced  no  amendment  until  it  was  united  with  the  ex- 
tract, and  then  the  relief  was  immediate  and  permanent. 

When  the  skin  covering  the  immediate  scirrlius  is  no  longer  move- 
able, in  consequence  of  the  adhesions  that  have  been  contracted — when 
it  becomes  altered  in  its  color,  is  reddish,  or  has  a  darkened  hue,  is  in 
an  irritable  slate,  softens,  and  ulcerates  in  one  or  more  points  which,  at 
a  subsequent  period,  unite  in  one  ulcer — when  the  mass  beneath  under- 
goes a  very  remarkable  change,  is  traversed  by  numerous  bloodvessels, 
loses  its  former  hardness,  becomes  infiltrated  with  secretions,  the  result 
of  morbid  action,  and  the  general  appearance  indicates  that  the  struc- 
ture of  the  parts  has  undergone  a  considerable  change — it  is  right,  at  this 
stage  of  the  disease,  at  first,  to  suspend,  for  a  time,  the  administration  of 
hemlock,  and  to  have  recourse  to  those  means  which  give  strength  to 
the  general  frame,  and  to  soothe  and  tranquillize  the  nervous  system, 
without,  if  possible,  the  use  of  narcotics,  for  the  constitution  is  other- 
wise so  habituated  to  them,  that,  in  the  last  stage,  in  which  they  ought 
to  prove  of  essential  value,  they  are  too  often  inert,  and  fail  to  give  that 
alleviation  of  pain,  without  which  the  last  hours  of  the  unfortunate  pa- 
tient are  rendered  most  miserable. 

At  this  particular  period  of  the  progress  of  the  disease,  it  is,  that  the 
preparations  of  iron  afford  so  much  aid,  and,  whilst  they  strengthen  the 
health,  appear  to  possess  some  power  over  the  incipient  ulceration,  giving 
it  a  more  healthy  aspect,  checking  its  progress,  and  even,  it  has  been 
asserted,  curing  the  disease. 

The  sole  benefit  which  could  be  derived  from  the  hemlock  is  from 
its  allaying  pain,  and  rendering  tlie  nervous  system  obtuse,  and  patients 
have  been  kept  almost  in  a  state  of  stupefaction,  which  at  last  has  ended 
in  the  loss  of  reason,  or  of  memory.  The  great  art,  at  this  stage  of  the 
complaint,  is  to  palliate  by  all  the  soothino-  applications,  and  by  avoiding 
every  injudicious  stin)ulus,  remembering  the  golden  maxim,  that  when 
you  can  do  no  good  you  must  do  no  harm.  It  is  true  that  what  were 
formerly  called  simples,  and  from  which  much  utility  was  derived,  from 
the   mildness  of  their  operations,  such  as  the  juices  and  barks  of  our  in- 
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digenous  plants,  have  been  long  since  banished  from  ihe  Pharmacopoeia, 
and  it  now  exhibits  only  a  foitnidable  array  of  poisons.  All  that  inge- 
nuity and  art  could  devise  to  extract  from  every  sul)';tance  its  concen- 
trated virulence,  has  been  collected  together  for  the  purpose  of  curing 
diseases,  and  the  most  energetic  and  destructive  drugs  are  allowed  to  be 
used  by  the  youngest  members  of  our  profession  in  cases  where  the 
greatest  nicety  and  most  discriminating  judgment  are  to  be  exercised  ; 
the  art  of  palliation  is  loo  often  abandoned  for  an  anxious,  and  for  that 
which  might  be,  under  proper  regulations,  a  praiseworthy  desire  to  try 
new  remedies  ;  the  stages  in  which  various  medicines  are  useful  are 
neglected  ;  hence  our  science  loses  its  character  ;  hence  the  o[)ponents 
of  the  most  regular  and  systematic  practice  of  pliysic,  that  has  gained 
honor  and  esteem  wherever  it  is  known,  are  enabled  to  brand  it,  as  the 
Homoso[)athists  have  done,  as  conjectural  and  uncertain. 

In  the  last  sad  stage  of  cancer,  hemlock,  if  it  has  not  been  so  injudi- 
ciously employed  as  to  have  no  longer  any  efficacy,  becomes  the  chief 
support  and  the  best  friend  of  the  sufferer;  it  is  preferable  to  opium:  it 
is  true  it  does  not  produce  any  of  the  agreeable  influence  of  the  latter 
drug,  but  it  is  fully  as  quick,  and  much  more  permanent,  in  its  sedative 
and  anodyne  virtue,  and  it  does  not  require  to  be  so  frequently  had 
recourse  to.  Heberden  first  told  us,  in  the  last  stage,  besides  the  usual 
distress  of  fever,  the  hectic  patient  is  often  harassed  with  pains  like  those 
of  the  rheumatism,  which  wander  throughout  the  whole  body,  or  remain 
constant  and  fixed  in  one  part,  and,  what  is  rather  strange,  often  at  a 
great  distance  from  the  primary  malady,  and,  in  appearance,  unconnected 
with  it  ;  he  observes,  that  these  pains  have  been  so  great  as  to  make  no 
small  part  of  the  patient's  sufferings,  and  not  to  be  tolerable  without  the 
assistance  of  opium.  These  pains,  at  a  very  distant  part  of  the  body 
from  the  seat  of  cancer,  are  found  principally  where  the  ulceration 
exists  in  parts  that  are  exposed  to  the  action  of  the  air,  and  are  fre- 
quently met  with  even  where  this  disease  is  developed  upon  the  lips,  or 
upon  the  glans  penis.  Hemlock,  in  such  states,  is  invaluable,  and.  in- 
deed, is  the  sheet-anchor  of  the  medical  man  in  the  last  moments. 

Amongst  those  distinguished  men  of  the  present  day  who  have  writ- 
ten on  the  varieties  of  diseases  which  are  comprehended  under  the 
name  of  "  Carcinoma  Mammae,"  is  Sir  Charles  Bell,  who,  as  Surgeon 
to  the  "  Middlesex  Hospital,"  had  such  opportunities  of  studying  the 
disease.  He  observes,  "  that  the  patient,  excessively  attenuated,  will  at 
last  sink  from  the  continuance  of  a  peculiar  hectic,  attended  with  pain 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  spine,  hips,  and  shoulders  ;"  it  is  at  this  moment 
that  hemlock  gives  relief,  and  that  1  should  strenuously  commend  its 
use,  and  1  now  conclude  this  lecture  with  Sir  Charles  Bell's  remarks  on 
the  patient  endurance  of  the  fen)ale  of  this  most  melancholy  disease  : 
"  though  conscious  that  she  is  dying,  suffering  the  most  acute  agony, 
she  allows  no  expression  of  complaint,  or  of  impatience,  to  escape  her; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  calm  and  placid,  giving  an  example  of  unostenta- 
tious resignation,  and  the  blessed  influence  of  religion,  by  witnessing 
which,  the  mind  naturally  reverts  to  the  boasted  instances  of  philosophy 
in  the  other  sex,  which  are  as  nothing  in  comparison." 


(171) 

EXTRACTING   SMOOTH    BODIKS  FROM   THE  NOSE. 

[Coininunicuted  fur  the  Boston  Aledicul  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Several  years  ago  I  was  requested  to  extract  a  tamarind  stone  from  thp 
nose  of  a  girl  aged  five,  which  was  far  back  and  barely  visible  on  exaini 
nation.     On  attempting  to  grasp  it  with  various  kinds  of  forceps,  I  en- 
tirely failed.     I  then   curved  the  eye  end  of  a  large  silver  seton  needle, 
passed  it  over  the  stone  in  the  nose,  and  extracted  it  without  difficulty. 

The  following  is  a  rough  sketch  of  the  instrument  I  would  propose 
for  the  above  purpose.  It  may  be  made  of  a  piece  of  wire  (either  sil- 
ver or  iron)  of  the  size  of  a  crow  quill,  six  inches  long,  one  inch  of  one 
end  flattened  to  three  sixteenths  of  an  inch  in  width.  A  slit  one  six- 
teenth of  an  inch  in  width,  and  one  half  inch  in  length,  may  be  made  in 
this,  one  eighth  of  an  inch  from  the  end.  At  the  other  end  a  handle  may 
be  attached  to  complete  the  instrument.  The  flattened  end  is  to  receive 
the  necessary  curve.  A. 

Meriden,  Ct. 


MESMERISM. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  SurgicalJournal. 

Sir, — There  are  two  o[)posite  extremes,  to  which  mankind  are  exceed- 
ingly apt  to  run.  In  cases  of  mere  vvhiin  and  caprice,  to  say  nothin''  of 
obvious  absurdities,  they  blindly  follow  fashion,  just  as  a  flock  of  sheep 
do  their  bellwether,  even  when  he  leaps  from  a  precipice  or  jumps  into 
a  well.  But  in  most  matters  of  high  importance,  they  are  led  with  the 
utmost  difficulty.  Every  useful  invention  or  discovery  is  generally  op- 
posed, and  has  prejudices  to  overcome,  in  proportion  to  its  importance  ; 
and  it  is  commonly  long  before  it  is  carried  into  full  operation.  It  required 
a  hundred  years  for  Sydenham's  cool  regimen  in  the  smallpox  to  become 
general.  Harvey  made  no  proselyte  who  was  more  than  forty  vears  of 
age.  Inoculation  and  vaccination  met  with  powerful  opposition.  In- 
stances of  the  kind  are  innumerable. 

It  has  been  just  the  same  with  homoeopathy,  phrenology  and  animal 
maurnetism.  Dr.  Grim,  Dr.  Vandercaslle,  Dr.  Channel,  and  Dr.  Gran, 
have  as  many  unimpeached  and  unimpeachable  witnesses  in  favor  of 
the  success  of  their  inhnitessimal  practice,  as  any  other  physicians  in 
the  commercial  emporium  ;  and  yet,  as  I  understand,  they  do  not  have 
a  very  large  proportion  of  the  medical  business.  There  is  even  an  im- 
provement on  hon)ceopathy.  We  are  told  by  the  highest  authority,  that 
as  many  patients  recover  from  typhus,  when  they  take  nothing  but  bread 
pills  for  medicine,  as  when  they  are  treated  in  the  usual  manner ;  with 
this  proviso,  that  the  sick  and  their  attendants  are  made  to  believe  that 
an  efficient  course  is  followed.  Hence  it  seems  that  medicine  operates 
on  the  body  only  through  the  mind,  and  that  the  whole  art  of  the  suc- 
cessful practitioner  consists  in  his  influence  over  the  mind.  This  is 
exactly  as  it  ought  to  be  ;  the  body  should  always  be  subject  to  the 
mind.     Strange  that  naen  will  suffer  their  stomachs  to  be  drenclied  with 


172  Mesmerism.      * 

such  quantities  of  nauseous  drugs,  when  infinitessirnal  medicine,  or  even 
no  medicine,  does  as  well  ! 

It  is  stranger  still,  that  mankind  should  continue  so  stupid  and  care- 
less, as  not  to  avail  themselves  ot"  the  benefits  and  blessings  of  |)hre- 
nology.  It  ought  to  be  a  part  of  the  constitution,  that  no  man  should 
be  allowed  to  be  a  candidate  for  any  office,  from  the  jiresident  of  the 
U.  S.  to  the  constable  of  a  town  or  the  hayward  of  a  district,  until  his 
head  had  been  plirenolo^ically  examined,  and  it  had  been  craniologically 
settled  that  he  was  qualified  for  the  post.  This  would  remove  ail  occa- 
sion for  grumbling  against  government,  since  it  would  be  ascertained  that 
every  station  was  filled  by  the  fittest  man,  and  no  chans^e  could  be  made 
for  the  better.  Every  candidate  for  marriage  should  have  his  or  her 
head  examined,  as  this  would  effectually  prevent  unhappy  matches,  and 
matrimonial  disappointments.  Every  agent,  clerk,  journeyman,  or  ap- 
prentice, ought  first  to  have  his  head  scrutinized,  so  that  his  honesty 
and  capacity  may  be  known  by  his  employer  at  the  beginning.  This 
would  have  prevented  all  embezzlement  of  banks  by  cashiers  and  tellers; 
and  if  the  directors  had  undergone  the  same  process,  our  nionied  insti- 
tutions could  hardly  have  fallen  into  their  present  embarrassment.  Did 
we  not  see  the  fact  constantly  before  us,  it  would  be  incredible  that  man- 
kind should  be  so  stupid  as  to  despise  this  infallible  means  of  obtaining 
all  necessary  knowledge  of  the  hutnan  character.  No  court  ought  ever 
to  pretend,  in  this  state  of  the  science,  to  convict  a  criminal,  unless  the 
phrenologist  can  discover,  from  his  head,  that  he  has  mischievous  pro- 
pensities. It  could  be  nothing  but  the  most  inveterate  prejudice  that  a 
few  years  since  induced  learned  judges  to  rule  out  the  most  satisfactory 
evidence  of  this  kind.  JMost  probably  Oliver  Watkins  would  neve 
have  been  hanged,  if  he  had  been  allowed  the  testimony  of  phrenolo- 
gists. They  coidd  not  have  confounded  the  protrusion  of  ainativeness 
with  that  of  destructiveness. 

The  utility  of  animal  magnetism  was  obvious  at  an  early  date  ;  at 
least,  it  was  of  solid  benefit  to  its  founder,  who  is  said  to  have  left  Paris 
with  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  his  pocket.  Why  has  its  utility, 
latterly,  been  less  apparent?  The  amputation  of  a  woman's  breast 
without  her  suffering  or  consciousness  while  the  operation  was  perform- 
ing, just  as  martyrs  are  said  sometimes  to  feel  no  pain  from  fire,  and  a 
few  other  feats  of  the  kind,  are  almost  the  only  instances  of  practical 
utility  which  we  have  adduced.  Even  but  few  of  these  are  so  myste- 
rious— were  we  only  so  skeptical  as  to  suspect  a  little  delusion  and  col- 
lusion, which,  however,  I  would  not  be  thought  to  be  so  unphilosophical 
as  to  insinuate,  in  defiance  of  such  overwhelming  testimony — as  many  of 
the  tricks  of  common  itinerant  jugs^lers  ;  and  I  must  confess,  that  unfor- 
tunately, in  many  instances,  they  have  loo  much  of  the  same  air  and 
appearance.  In  this  respect,  both  the  magnetizers  and  their  patients 
have  been  careless,  and  have  suffered  theu)selves  to  be  employed  in 
matters  of  curiosity  and  wonder,  rather  than  of  practical  utility.  In- 
stead of  amusing  people  by  describiuL^  streets,  houses,  and  furniture  of 
rooms  in  distant  cities,  very  much  after  the  manner  in  which  the  profes- 
sor of  an  occult  art  informs  the  applicant  of  the  past  events  of  his  life, 
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why  have  ihey  not  more  frequently  turned  their  attention  to  objects  of 
real  interest  and  advanta2;e  ?  By  the  last  intelligence,  some  of  our 
dearest  friends  were  sick  of  ihe  yellow  fever,  at  INevv  Orleans.  Do,  for 
mercy's  salve,  let  us  know  wheiher  they  are  dead  or  livinsi;.  Why  not,  at 
once,  furnisl)  High  Constable  Hays  with  a  niairnelized  girl  from  Provi- 
dence, that  he  may  iiiimediately  detect  every  haunt  of  vice  and  crime, 
in  the  city  of  New  York  ?  One  of  our  cities,  of  only  twelve  thousand 
inhabitants,  has  had  about  thirty  fires,  within  a  month  past.  Why  have 
not  the  police  had  the  assistance  of  animal  magnetism,  to  detect  the 
incendiaries  ? 

Avery  important  suit  for  malpractice,  in  an  injury  of  the  hip-joint, and 
the  consequent  variation  of  opinion  and  unpleasant  controversy,  between 
the  two  most  eminent  surgeons  of  New  England,  might  have  been  de- 
cided in  a  moment  by  animal  n)agnefism.  Could  the  late  very  respect- 
able Dr,  *****  have  had  the  assistance  of  this  art,  he  would  never  have 
committed  the  mistake,  or  have  been  subject  to  the  mortification,  of  tap- 
ping a  girl  for  dropsy,  when,  as  the  event  showed,  the  distention  was 
caused  by  something  more  substantial  than  water.  Happily,  the  case 
was  not  mortal,  notwithstanding  the  magnitude  of  the  disease,  and  the 
ludicrous  blunder  of  the  doctor. 

In  further  addition  to  my  remarks  in  a  late  communication,  I  will  only 
observe,  that  ()hilosophy  ought  never  to  be  trifled  wiih,  or  to  be  allowed 
to  assume  the  slightest  appearance  of  jugglery,  or  to  be  principally  em- 
ployed for  exciting  wonder,  or  gratifying  an  inquisitive  curiosity,  when  it 
is  capable  of  being  converted  to  such  extensive  utility,  as  is  the  case  in 
homoeopathy,  phrenology,  and  animal  magnetism,  where,  if  we  can  place 
any  reliance  upon  the  most  respectable  human  testimony,  it  only  need 
be  applied  to  almost  every  event  of  life,  to  produce  the  most  in)portant" 
advantages  to  mankind.  These  discoveries  and  improvements,  when 
put  into  a  proper  train,  cannot  fail  of  effecting  an  entire  revolution  in 
the  civilized  world.  Mesmer. 

Oct.  2,  1337. 


OPIUM  IN   RHEUMATISM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Though  it  is  now  eight  years  since  I  have  had  anything  to  do 
with  medicine  as  a  profession,  1  still  take  an  interest  in  the  progress  of 
your  science,  and  would  gladly  contribute  my  tnite  to  its  improvement. 
An  article  in  one  of  your  numbers,  headed  "Opium  in  Rheumatism," 
reminded  me  of  a  case  which  occurred  twelve  years  since,  under  rny 
own  observation,  and  which,  though  it  presents  nothing  new,  is  yet  a  fact, 
and  may  not  be  useless  to  your  readers. 

It  was  a  case  of  hereditary  sciatica,  excited  by  imprudent  exertion  at 
daily  labor,  and  aggravated  by  much  wrestling.  The  patient  was  about 
50  years  of  age,  and  corpulent.  The  pain  was  most  severe  on  first 
getting  warm  in  the  bed ;   and  was  so  intense  that  it  was  often  impossi- 
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ble  for  liim  to  remain  in  bed  or  shut  his  eyes  in  slee[)  for  several  liours. 
I  proposed  opium.  To  this  he  strongly  objected  ;  said  he  could  not 
bear  it ;  and  that,  taken  in  any  quantity  whatever,  it  always  kept  him 
awake,  and  otherwise  distressed  him.  At  length,  however,  I  prevailed 
upon  him  to  take,  half  an  hour  before  going  to  bed,  about  six  grains. 
He  immediately  fell  asleep,  and  rested  quietly  till  morning  ;  a  circum- 
stance which  had  not  before  occurred  for  weeks  together.  There  was 
some  nausea  on  rising,  the  next  morning,  but  it  was  not  considerable. 

The  pill  was  rejjeated — though  in  diminished  quantity,  say  five  grains 
— the  next  evening,  and  with  the  same  success,  but  with  more  nausea 
the  following  morning.  The  third  night  I  gave  four  grains.  The  results 
were  the  same,  except  that  he  vomited  the  next  morning  and  refused  to 
take  any  more  medicine.  The  pain,  however,  was  gone,  and  did  not 
reappear  for  several  weeks. 

It  is,  perhaps,  worthy  of  remark,  that,  in  the  case  of  this  person,  and 
one  or  two  other  individuals  I  have  met  with,  the  effects  of  opium,  on 
the  bowels,  in  considerable  quantities,  are  always  laxative.  I  may  also 
add,  that  I  have  found  some  obstinate  cases  of  rheumatism  in  laborers 
who  were  intemperate,  which  would  yield  to  nothing  but  opiates.  In 
one,  1  recollect  giving  laudanum  in  doses  of  half  an  ounce  or  more. 

Boston,  Oct.  5,1837.  Yours,  &c.          W.   A.  A. 


A    CASE   OF   CONGENITAL   OSCILLATION   OF   THE   EYE-BALLS. 

BY    EDWARD    J.  DAVENPORT,    M.D.,    BOSTON. 
[Communicated  for  tlie  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Oscillation  of  the  eye-ball,  or  a  perpetual  semi-rotatory  motion  round 
its  antero-posterior  axis,  invariably  attends  congenital  cataract,  especially 
if  of  some  years'  standins:.*  It  likewise  occurs  in  young  children  in 
other  diseases  of  the  eye,  in  which  vision  is  materially  and  permanently 
impaired.  "  It  seems  to  be  produced  by  the  antagonizing  action  of  the 
obliqui,  the  recti  having  lost,  in  a  great  measure,  their  control  over 
the  eye.  The  motion  varies  in  extent,  from  a  scarcely  perceptible  de- 
gree, to  as  much  as  a  fourth  of  the  circumference  of  the  eye-ball."  In 
the  case  detailed  below  (the  only  one  of  the  kind  that  has  come  under 
my  notice),  the  power  of  vision  is  good,  and  nothing  presents  itself  to 
explain  the  occurrence  of  these  diseased  motions,  except  a  slight  degree 
of  what  has  been  termed  morbid  sensibility  of  the  retina,  or  inability  in 
the  nervous  apparatus  of  the  organ  to  sustain  long-continued  application. 
The  stibject  of  this  case  is  B.  Smith,  an  intelligent  lad  of  13  years  of 
age,  of  good  general  health  and  active  habits.  Complicated  with  the 
tremulous  oscillating  motion,  there  is  a  frequent  convulsive  motion  of  the 
eye-ball  from  side  to  side — nystagmus  of  some  authors — and  also  a  con- 
stant "  morbid  nictitation,"  or  spasmodic  action  of  the  orbicularis  palpe- 

*  Vi.  Mackenzie  on  the  Eye. 
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branim.  He  is  not  conscious  of  either  motion,  nor  can  lie  restrain  them 
or  (ix  his  eyes  steadily  on  any  ohject.  Yet  such  is  the  force  of  habit 
or  education,  that  he  |)ossesses  [jcrfect  coiiuiiand  over  the  muscles  of 
the  body,  as  in  walkinii,  runnins;,  &:c.  The  convulsive  motions  of  the 
eye-ball  are  evidently  aggravated  by  agitation  of  mind,  when  they  suc- 
ceed one  another  with  astonishing  ra|)idity.  The  eye-balls  are  well 
formed,  and  perfectly  free  from  inHamniation.  Cornea;  clear  and  trans- 
parent ;  anterior  chamber  and  deep-seated  humors  in  a  healthy  state  ; 
the  irides  are  of  a  light  blue  color,  with  the  smaller  or  internal  rings,  of 
an  orange  ;  their  motions  lively,  the  pupils  dilatmg  and  contracting,  as 
the  quantity  of  light  is  diminished  or  increased,  with  great  quickness 
and  to  a  remarkable  extent.  At  the  same  time,  when  exposed  for  a 
while  to  a  moderate  degree  of  light,  the  pupils  seemed  rather  more 
dilated  than  usual  in  a  sound  eye.  The  power  of  vision  is  quite  suffi- 
cient for  a  moderate  application  of  the  eyes,  but  any  long-continued 
application  upon  small  objects,  as  in  reading,  occasions  a  sensation,  as 
expressed  by  the  patient,  "as  if  the  objects  were  moved  from  the  eyes 
to  a  great  distance  ;"  or,  in  otlier  words,  vision  becomes  indistinct. 

This  patient  is  not  affected  with  muscae  volitantes,  ocular  spectra,  or 
double  vision,  nor  any  of  those  states  of  defective  vision  usually  pre- 
ceding amaurosis.  Upon  inquiry,  says  he  thinks  himself  somewhat 
nearsighted.  Has  brothers  and  sisters,  whose  eyes  are  perfect  in  all 
respects.  Says  his  parents  believe  that  the  convulsive  motions  are 
gradually  diminishing,  though  very  slowly. 

No  treatment  was  recorimiended,  except  rest  for  the  eyes,  the  appli- 
cation of  leeches,  if  jiain  should  occur,  and  active  exercise  in  the  open 
air,  with  attention  to  the  state  of  the  general  health. 

No.  4  Winter  Street,  Oct.,  1837. 
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FESSENDEN'S   STOVES. 

This  is  not  the  first  time  we  have  urged  upon  our  professional  brethren 
the  health  and  economy  of  this  excellent  contrivance,  which  is  intended 
for  warming  apartments  principally  by  hot  water,  and  may  by  seen  at  the 
Agricultural  Warehouse,  North  Market  Street.  Wards  of  hospitals 
might  be  made  comfortable  by  these  stoves,  and  we  hope  to  see  them 
introduced  into  such  establishments.  In  libraries,  also,  those  snug  quar- 
ters where  literary  men  pass  so  many  hours  of  the  twenty-(bur,  the  in- 
mates would  have  a  better  colored  skin  and  a  much  freer  pair  of  lungs,  if 
they  would  inhale  an  atnmsphere  delightfully  moistened  and  tempered  by 
the  evaporations  of  one  of  these  admirable  inventions.  The  consump- 
tion of  fuel  is  small — bearing  no  ordinary  proportion  to  the  dimensions 
of  a  room.  Water — hot,  boiling  hot — is  necessarily  always  at  hand, 
which  in  a  family  or  a  public  institution,  cannot  fail   of  being  continually 
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wanted,  and  therefore,  actually,  of  itself,  gives  a  double  value  to  the  ap- 
paratus. Pliysiciaris  must  make  themselves  familiar  with  its  construc- 
tion, and  we  are  quite  sure  it  will  then  be  recommended,  above  all  other 
schemes,  for  warming  the  sitting  rooms,  &c.,  of  invalids.  Consumptives, 
in  many  cases,  might  prolong  their  lives,  and  find  the  cough,  which  is 
the  worst  feature  of  their  sufferings,  essentially  relieved  by  breathing 
the  warm  vapor.  Mr.  Fessenden  is  no  adventurer — no  quack  in  philoso- 
phy. His  invention  is  the  result  of  many  long-tried  experiments,  and 
we  trust  will  eventually  become  as  popular  on  account  of  its  intrinsic 
value,  as  "  Terrible  Tractoration,'^  that  offspring  of  his  wit,  was  irresisti- 
ble in  the  age  of  Perkinism. 


Bowdoin  Colles'e. — Joseph  Roby,  M.D.,  of  Boston,  has  accepted  the 
appointment  of  Lecturer  on  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  the  ensuing  term,  in 
the  medical  department  of  Bowdoin  College,  at  Brunswick,  IVIe.  This 
will  probably  terminate  in  a  permanent  connection  with  the  school.  At 
all  events,  if  the  trustees  consult  the  true  interests  of  the  institution, 
they  will  never  suffer  this  gentleman  to  leave  them  for  want  of  suitable 
encouragement.  Dr.  Roby  belongs  to  the  class  of  workers,  and  is  com- 
petent to  any  undertaking  in  the  e.xact  sciences.  There  are  still  several 
medical  gentlemen  in  this  city,  who,  were  they  transplanted  three  months 
in  the  year  into  the  deserted  lecture  rooms  of  waning  colleges,  hither 
and  thither,  which  might  be  named  without  slander,  would  rouse  them 
from  the  Rip  Van  Winkle  slumbers  into  which  they  have  unhappily  fallen, 
in  consequence  of  trying  to  force  professors  upon  the  public  in  the  char- 
acter of  great  men,  when  the  fact  is  notorious  that  some  of  them  would 
a[)pear  to  better  advantage  in  less  elevated  stations. 

Washingion  Medical  College. — A  pamphlet  circular  of  this  institution, 
located  at  Baltimore,  accompanied  by  a  very  pretty  lithographic  view  of 
the  college  edifice,  is  circulating  about  Boston.  We  do  not  precisely 
understand  the  medical  arrangements  of  the  monumental  city.  There 
appears  to  be  two  medical  schools,  and  two  distinct  faculties,  both  claim- 
ing, or  their  friends  do  for  them,  to  be  the  true,  legitimate  Simon  Pures. 
Notwithstanding  this  apparent  uncertainty  in  relation  to  the  validity  of 
the  course  of  instruction,  on  a  careful  examination  of  the  act  of  incorpo- 
ration of  the  Washington  Medical  College,  by  the  authority  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  Maryland,  we  believe  it  is  clothed  with  full  and  ample 
power — and  if  its  internal  administration  corresponds  with  the  building 
in  which  the  lectures  are  to  be  given,  good  success  will  follow. 

The  lectures  commence  on  the  last  Monday  of  October  and  continue 
to  March  1st.  Each  ticket,  $15.  JNIatricuIation,  ^5.  Dissecting  (op- 
tional), $10.     Diploma,  S'iO. 

In  the  other  school,  the  professors  are  men  of  profound  acquirements, 
with  whose  professional  character,  the  community,  far  and  wide,  have 
been  long  familiar.  When  they  have  filled  the  vacant  chair  of  chemis- 
try by  the  a|)pointment  of  Dr.  Charles  Page,  of  Salem,  Mass.,  they  may 
proudly  defy  any  college  in  the  Union  to  exhibit  more  originality,  science 
and"  tact,  in  that  laborious  department. 


TVestern  Academy  of  JSTalural  Sciencen,  at  St.  Louis. — A  prospectus, 
the  act  of  incorporation,  together  with  the  by-laws,  of  this  highly  praise- 
worthy effort  of  the  learned  men  of  the  far  west,  to  concentrate  their 
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literary  labors  and  discoveries,  is  before  us,  for  which  we  tender  our 
thanks  to  the  (j;entUNiian  who  kindly  lorwnrd«;d  it.  St.  Louis  is  destined 
to  liecocne  a  great  city,  a  central  [xiint  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  therefore  a  hajipy  selection  lor  the  mnseutn  which  will  hert^after 
show  the  extent,  activity,  and  value  of  the  acadeniy.  We  like  the  subdi- 
visions of  study  into  an  orderly  series.  The  plan,  too,  for  observing  and 
preserving,  is  adniirahle.  The  more  corresponding  members  the  acade- 
my constitutes  among  the  indnstriou.s,  indei'atigable  savans  of  New  Kng- 
land,  the  better  it  will  be  for  the  health  and  vigor  of  their  well-conceived 
institution. 


Phijsioluo;ical  Lectures. — A  Society  has  been  formed  in  Boston,  under 
the  name  of  the  American  Physiological  Society,  whose  course  of  lec- 
ture.s  have  already  conmienced.  Tiie  introductory  discourse,  by  Dr.  B. 
Haskell,  of  South  Boston,  is  spoken  of  as  a  thorough  intellectual  per- 
formance.     He  has  no  superior  in  deep  physiological  investigations. 


Universal  Liicenm. — A  report  of  this  noble  scientific  association,  con- 
sisting of  twenty-tour  closely  printed  pages,  begins  to  attract  attention. 
Lord  Brougham  is  the  President,  and  a  large  nun;ber  of  the  Vice  Presi- 
dents and  Secretaries  reside  in  this  country.  jNext  to  a  National  JNJedi- 
cal  Convention,  which  we  have  urged  upon  our  professional  brethren  tilt 
quite  discouraged,  we  should  be  glad  to  have  the  Universal  Lyceum 
flourish  in  perpetual  vigor. 


Progress  of  Animal  Magnetism. — A  new  work,  on  the  utility  of  this 
science  as  a  medical  agent,  by  M.  Poyen,  will  ap[)ear  in  the  course  of  a 
few  weeks.  Being  at  Salem,  the  other  evening,  we  had  an  opportunity 
of  hearing  a  part  of  one  of  this  gentleman's  lectures,  at  the  Mansion 
House.  Several  of  the  physicians  of  the  city  were  present,  ready  to 
believe  all  facts  ;  but  owing  to  some  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  JMiss 
Gleason,  the  ambulating  magnetizee  (whose  reputation  is  likely  to  be  inti- 
mately associated  with  the  history  of  the  revivification  of  Mesmerism  in 
America),  who  was  oppressed  by  fatigue  and  headache,  having  but  just 
arrived,  no  manipulations  were  exhibited  upon  her.  One  witch,  only, 
has  been  found,  in  that  ancient  theatre  of  niarvellousness,  since  the 
eventful  days  of  Cotton  Mather,  and  she  was  selected  for  that  evening  by 
our  friend  Poyen  ;  but  we  grieve  to  add,  that  Dr.  Choate's  critical  ana- 
lysis of  the  character  of  the  experiments  strangely  operated  against  their 
success.  She  did'nt  sleep  worth  a  fig  in  the  presence  of  the  Salem 
physicians. 

JVaval  Surgical  Appointments. — S.  Wilson  Kellogg,  of  New  York  ; 
Joseph  Beale,  of  Pennsylvania  ;  ^Villiam  E.  Coale,  of  IVIaryland  ;  Ed- 
ward J.  Rulter,  of  Maryland  ;  Richard  J.  Harrison,  of  Virginia  ;  John 
T.  Mason,  of  Virginia  ;  Janies  M.  Smith,  of  Penn.  ;  Charles  W.  Tail, 
of  Alabama  ;  and  Charles  D.  Maxwell,  of  Penn.,  have  all  received 
commissions  of  Assistant  Surgeons  in  the  U.  S.  Navy,  which  are  dated 
September  6th. 

Scrotal  Tumor. — One  of  the  most  formidable  operations  known  to 
modern   surgery,  was   successfully  performed  at  Dr.   McFar lane's  in- 
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firmary,  New  Orleans,  a  few  weeks  ago,  by  Dr.  J.  M.  W.  Picton,  in 
the  presence  of  Drs.  McFarlane,  Davidson,  Labatiit,  Hunt,  Muex, 
Thomas,  Landreux,  Stone,  Kennedy,  Thompson,  and  several  other  phy- 
sicians, and  a  num!)er  of  respectable  citizens,  in  the  removal  of  a  scrotal 
hypertrophy,  weighinij  the  enormous  and  almost  incredible  amount  of 
fifty-three  pounds.      The  patient   is  doing  well. 

Dr.  Picton  was  assisted  in  the  operation  by  Drs.  Stone,  Landreux, 
Puisson,  Hunt,  and  Labatut. 

It  is  in  the  hands  of  such  skilful  and  distinguished  surgeons  as  Dr. 
Picton  and  his  compeers,  that  the  profession  of  surgery  is  de.stined  to 
assume  that  lofty  position  to  which  it  is  entitled,  and  which  is  eventally  to 
place  the  scientific  professional  character  of  jNew  Orleans  in  the  front 
rank  amons  her  sister  cities  of  the  Union. 


Aneurism  Treated  by  Ligature. — Mr.  Liston,  of  Edinburgh,  has  lately 
been  successful  in  removing  a  tumor  of  the  size  of  the  two  fists  from  the 
hip  of  a  man  aged  64.  It  was  considered  a  good  specimen  of  "  aneu- 
rism by  anastomosis."  The  tumor  was  operated  upon  by  incision  and 
ligature,  in  the  mode  in  which  Mr.  L.  practises  in  certain  cases  of  naevi. 
This  was  done  on  the  26th  of  June.  The  heat  of  the  tumor  soon  di- 
minished, and  it  gradually  became  quite  cold  ;  on  the  28ih  it  was  entire- 
ly removed,  and  a  yeast  poultice  applied  to  its  base.  The  wound  was 
cicatrizing  on  the  7th  of  August,  and  the  patient's  health  was  good. 


Hysteria  from  excessive  Depletion. — A  patient  suffering  under  hysteria 
was  recently  admitted  to  the  Westminster  Hospital.  She  had  been  bled 
some  time  previous,  tor  an  attack  of  pneurnor-iia,  to  an  enormous  extent, 
together  with  the  use  of  leeches  and  blisters.  At  one  venesection  40 
ounces  of  blood  were  abstracted.  The  inflammation  was  subdued  by 
these  outrageously  antiphlogistic  measures,  but  the  ensuing  prostration 
confined  her  to  her  bed  for  the  next  two  months.  A  severe  pain  along 
the  whole  spinal  column  ensued,  which  was  relieved  only  by  hot  fomen- 
tations, and  the  relief  by  these  was  but  temporary.  Menstruation  was 
imperfect  and  irregular.  A  scru[)le  of  scammony  powder  was  ordered 
every  other  night,  and  a  saline  draught  the  next  morning,  with  the  moxa 
daily  to  the  affected  vertebrae.  This  was  continued  three  months  without 
the  slightest  benefit.  She  then  went  into  the  country,  where  regular 
exercise,  good  diet,  and  wholesome  mental  occupation,  without  any  medi- 
cal treatment,  soon  restored  her  to  health. 


Brandreth''s  Pills. — Our  correspondent,  "  A." — whom,  by  the  way,  we 
should  be  glad  to  hear  from  often — sends  us  the  following  recipe,  which, 
he  says,  was  obtained  from  an  individual  in  New  York,  who  has  the 
means  of  knowing  that  it  is  the  prescription  made  use  of  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  this  celebrated  nostrum.  —  R.  colycinth  3  iv.  ;  aloes  Ibii.  ;  gam- 
boge Ibi.  ;  soap  Ibss.  ;  ol.  peppermint  f  3  ii.  ;  ol.  cinnamon  f  3  i.  Pulv, 
mix,  and  make  into  pills. 

Turkish  Quarantine. — An  account  is  given,  in  a  recent  publication,  of 
the   deliberations   of  the    Divan    at   Constantinople,   in    relation  to  the 
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ravages  of  the  plague.  The  Sultan  proposed  the  following  queslion  — 
why  does  the  plague  rage  continually  ainong  Mussultneri,  and  not  an)ong 
the  Europeans  ?  The  Council  agreed  thai  the  reason  was  obvious  ;  viz. 
the  latter  observed  a  rigid  quarantine.  The  result  of  the  meeting  was 
this,  that  precautionary  measures  were  positively  necessary.  Some  con- 
sidered the  pestilence  an  evidence  of  the  anger  of  God,  as  the  people 
were  very  sinful,  praying  but  litlle,  and  were  too  licentious,  being  given 
to  the  drinking  of  spirituous  liquors.  Although  the  surest  *method  of 
arresting  the  awful  calamity  then  threatening  the  subjects  of  the  Sublime 
Porte,  depended  upon  fervent  prayer  and  repentance,  a  quarantine  was 
clearly  necessary.  Since  the  decision  of  the  divan  has  been  promul- 
gated, it  is  as  common  to  be  fumigated  on  entering  the  house  of  a  Turk, 
as  on  entering  one  inhabited  by  a  Frank.  Soine  individuals  among  the 
common  people  are  greatly  opposed  to  this  course,  which  has  been 
thought  an  excellent  measure,  during  the  period  of  fasting  ;  because  it 
is  unlawful  for  smoke  to  enter  the  mouth  during  those  solemn  festivals. 
Plague  hospitals,  to  which  persons  were  immediately  conveyed  on  mani- 
festing symptoms  of  the  disease,  are  an  extraordinary  feature  in  the  police 
regulations  of  Constantinople  and  Smyrna.  To  see  vessels  moored  at  a 
distance  from  the  port,  to  be  inspected,  that  no  cases  of  sickness,  of  a 
contagious,  or  infectious  character,  may  be  introduced  into  those  cities, 
is  a  striking  change  in  the  administration  of  their  municipal  regulations, 
the  good  effects  of  which  are  readily  perceived  and  candidly  acknowl- 
edged by  all  intelligent  Turks. 


Operation  of  Empyema. — M.  Recamier  considering  hectic  fever  after 
empyema,  as  the  result  of  alteration  in  the  pus,  by  its  mixture  with  ex- 
ternal air,  advises,  immediately  after  the  evacuation  of  the  liquid,  to  in- 
ject into  the  chest  water  (temperature  28  degrees,  R.),  sufficient  to  occupy 
the  place  that  the  external  air  would  fill.  JVI.  Recamier  did  not  find  this 
water  in  the  pleura  greatly  afl^ect  a  patient  in  whom  he  has  employed  it  ; 
but  the  plan  is  based  on  an  improved  supposition,  and  is  of  doubtful  pro- 
priety.— London  Lancet. 


Died,— In  New  Orleans,  Dr.  William  H.  Boyd,  of  New  York. 


Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  eiidinc  Oct.  14,  21.     M;iles,  9— retii.-iies,  12. 

.Consumption,  3— cholera  niorlius,  1— Inflammation  of  the  bowels,  1— lung  fever,  2— dropsy  or.  the 
brain,  1— enlarpement  of  the  heart,  I — disease  ol  the  spine,  1— scarlet  ft-ver,  ]  — tvplins  (ever  9— 
paralysis,  1  — child-bed,  1— old  age,  1— dysentery,  1—tliroat  distemper,  l—inflainmaiioii  ot  the  bram 
1— stillborn,  3.  ' 


MEDICAL    INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms  :  ' 

The  pupils  will  he  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.     Instruction,  by  lectures   or  e.Yaniinations   will  be  ' 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day.  ' 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry,     by      Dr.  Channinc. 
On  P.'iysiology,  Pathology,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica,  -  -      "       Dr.  Ware. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,         -            .         -        -        .        .  u       Dr.  Otis 

On  Anatomy, -        .  .  .<       i)^[  Lewi's. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  without  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  Ihe  country. 

The  fees  are  .$100— to  be  paid  in  advance.  No  credit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  si.x  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  the  Treniont  House 
B""""-  WALTER  CHANKING,        ' 

JOHN  WARE, 
Cct.  18— tf  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

WINSLOW   LEWIS,  JR. 
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MEDICAL    SCHOOL   OF   HARVARD    UNIVERSITY. 

THE  Medical  Lectures  in  Harvard  University  will  begin  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  November,  in 
Masun  street,  Boston,  at  9   o'clock,   A.   M.,  and  continue  thirteen   xveeks.     For  the  following  fonr 
weeks,  the  Hospital  and  Dissecting  room  will  be  kept  open,  and  some  Lectures  will  be  given,  with- 
out additional  expense,  to  such  students  as  may  remain. 
The  followins;  Courses  of  Lectures  will  be  delivered  to  the  class  of  the  ensuing  season.        Fees. 
Anatomy,  by  Edward  REyNOLDs,  Al.JJ.*  $15 

Chemistry,  by  J  OH. V  VV.   Webster,  M.D.  15 

Midwilery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  Walter  Chasniso,  M.D.  10 

Materia  .\ledica  and  Clinical  .Medicine,  by  Jacob  Bigelow,  .M.D.  10 

Priiiciples  and  Operations  of  ;>urgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  by  Geo.  Hatwabd,  M.D.       10 
Theory  ^d  Practice  of  I'liysic,  by  John   Ware,  M.D.  15 

By  an  additional  act  of  the  Le.;islature  of  .Massacliiiset'.s,  the  opportunities  for  the  study  of  Prac- 
tical Anatomy  are  now  placed  upon  the  most  liberal  footini',  and  an  ample  supply  of  subjects  for  the 
wants  of  science  will  be  legally  provided  at  a  small  e.vpense. 

Tne  .Massachusetts  General  Hospital  is  open  without  fee  to  students  attending  the  Lectures  of  the 
physicians  and  surgeons.  Clinical  Lectures  are  given  several  times  in  eacli  week,  and  surgical  opera- 
tions are  frequent. 

To  the  .Medical  College  is  attached  a  Medical  Library,  a  costly  and  extensive  Chemical  Apparatus, 
and  Collections  illustrative  of  Midwifery,  .Materia  -Medica,  and  Healthy  and  .Morbid  .-\natoiuy. 

W.\LtEll  CHaNXLNG, 
Boston,  July  5,  1837.  tXov.  1.  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine. 

*  Professor  John  C.  Warren  being  in  Europe,  and  having*  announced  his  intention  not  to  return 
this  winter,  the  Corporation  of  Harvard  University  have  appcdnted  Edward  Reynolds,  .M.D.,  Lecturer 
on  Anatomy  the  ensuing  winter.  Professor  Hayward  has  also  been  appointed  to  deliver theLcctures 
on  Operative  Surgery.  Sept.  27.  W.  CII.AXXING,  Dean. 

[Printers  whose  papers  contain  the  advertisement  of  the  Lectures,  are  particularly  desired  to  insert 
the  above.] 

~  UNIVERSITY  OF   THE   STATE   OF   NEW  YORK. 

COLLEGE    OF    PHYSICIANS    AND     SURGEONS. 

THE  Lectures  commence  on  tlie  tirst  Monday  of  Aovember  of  each  year,  and  continue  for  four 
months. 

J.  AuGusTiN-E  Smith,  .M.D.,  Professor  of  Physiology 

Alexander  H.  Stevens,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery,  (to  lecture  at  the  X.  York  Hospital.) 

Joseph  .Mather  Smith,  .M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  and  Clinical  Medicine. 

Edward  Delafield,  M.D.,  <'iofessor  of  Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  V\  omen  and  Children. 

Joh.n  B.  Beck,  .M.D.,  Professor  of  .Materia  .Medica  and  .Medical  Jurisprudence. 

John  Torrev,  -M  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Botany. 

John  R.  Rhinelander,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy.     (Lectures  on  General,  Surgical  and  Patho-* 
logical  .\natomy.) 

Alb  AN  G.  Smith,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

Amariah  Bbigham,  .M.D.  Lecturer  on  Special  Anatomy. 

DcmonMrators. — James  CiUACKENsrsH,  M.D.,    J.  B.  Swett.  M.D. 

The  expense  of  attendina  a  complete  course  of  Lectures  by  all  ihe  Professors,  is  ,^108.  The  matricu- 
lation fee,  which  is  §5,  entitles  the  student  to  the  use  of  the  Collese  Librarv.     Graduation  fee,  $2o. 

Oct.  4— 4t.  NICOLLII.  DERIXG,  M.D. ,  iJfo-iitrar. 

MEDICAL   INSTITUTION   OF  YALE   COLLEGE. 

THE  course  of  Medical  Instruction  in  Vale  College  begins  on  Phursday,  Xov.  2d,  1837,  and  it  con- 
tinues seventeen  weeks.     'I'he  seveial  branches  are  taught  as  follows,  viz  : 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Siirsery,  by     -        -        -  Tho.mas  Hubbard,  M.D. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  .Medicine,  by  -        -        .       Eli   Ives,  -M.I). 

Chemistry  anil  Pharmacy,  by  .        _        .        -  Benjamin  Silliman,  M.D.  andLL.  D. 

Materia  .Medica  and  Tliera[)eutics,  by         .        .        -      William  Tullv,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  .        -        .        -  Jon\than  Knight,  .M.D. 

Obstetrics,  by .        -      Timothy  P.   Beers,  M.D. 

The  m  uricniition  fee  and  contingent  hill  are  $7..50  ;  the  fees  for  Chemistry,  .Anatomy,  Surgery, 
Materia  Medica,  and  Theory  and  Practice,  are  i319..')n  each;  and  for  Obstetrics,  $6 — amounting  to 
870— the  whcde  to  be  paid  in  advance.     The  graduation  fee  is  .§15. 

Yale  College,  Sept.  1,  1837.  Sept.  13— Ct 

TO   MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

The  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  in  all  the  branches  of  Medicine  nnd 
Surgery.  A  suitable  room  will  be  provided,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  medical 
lihr  irv,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  distriils  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  tlie  Ej  e 
and  Enr  Inlirmary,  and  of  attending  a  course  o(  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye. 

A  regular  course  of  recitations  and  examinations  will  include  all  the  re(|uired  professional  works. 
Anato  iiical  instrnclion  and  private  dissection  will  form  a  prominent  part  in  the  study  ofthe  pupils. 
For  further  information,  apply  to  eitherof  the  subscribers.  JOHX  JEFFKlES,  M.D. 

R.  W.   HOOPER,  M.D. 
Fci'i'./ui  Strrcr,  .V"".  9,  183G.  July  IP— fiin  JOHX   H.   DIX,  .M.D. 
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PROPOSITIOiNS  ON   THE    NERVOUS    SYSTEM,   AND    ON   THE   FORMA- 
TION  OF   ANIMALS. 

To  Ihe  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  am  iricliicefl  to  send  you  the  annexed  propositions  in  physiology, 
fioin  having  observed  the  following  question  in  a  southern  paper,  copied 
from  the  New  York  Star,  which  I  shall  quote  entire.  The  question  has 
been  already  answered  in  your  Journal  of  the  20th  of  September,  in  an 
article  under  the  head  of  Animal  Magnetism.  Proceeding  on  the  sup- 
position that  there  was  an  elastic  fluid  pervading  all  space,  on  the  mo- 
tions and  undulations  of  which,  among  the  particles  of  matter,  depend 
all  material  phenomena,  vital  as  well  as  chemical  and  mechanical,  that 
article  reconciles  the  facts  of  animal  magnetism  with  the  operations  of 
natural  laws.  Allusion  was  also  made  in  it  to  sympathy,  fascination, 
irritation  and  embryotic  influences,  and  the  forms  of  organized  bodies,  as 
susceptible  of  a  better  explanation  by  this  than  any  other  hypothesis. 
These  propositions  may  be  regarded  as  a  continuation  and  more  definite 
exposition  of  the  same  views.  The  facts  which  I  am  able  to  bring  for- 
ward in  support  of  them  warrant  my  urging  them  upon  the  attention  of 
physicians  and  other  scientific  men,  as  containing  the  germ  of  a  discov- 
ery of  greater  importance  to  the  interests  of  mankind  than  any  which 
has  been  made  since  that  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood. 

Boston,  Oct.  ]6th,  1837.  Benjamin  Haskell,  M.D. 

"  Philosophical  Problem. — Why  has  Nature  not  produced  any  square 
forms  ? 

"  Nature  has  produced  circular,  curvilinear  and  polyangular  forms,  in 
endless  variety,  but  not  one  square  forin. 

"  The  public  prints  throughout  the  United  States  and  in  Europe,  are 
respectfully  requested  to  publish  the  above  question,  a  correct  answer  to 
which  will  embrace  the  discovery  of  an  universal  law  of  nature,  which 
has  been  lost  to  philosophy  for  several  thousand  years." 

1.  The  true  method  of  arriving  at  the  knowledge  of  the  nature  and 
use  of  the  nervous  system,  is  to  presuppose  a  fluid  to  exist  in  organized 
matter,  which,  undulating  and  moving  in  currents,  dispo'^es  the  nervous 
mojecules  in  tlie  manner  in  which  the  nervous  tissue  exhibits  them. 

2.  The  currents  of  this  fluid  commence  on  the  superfices  of  bodies, 
and  take  a  centripetal  direction.     They  are  ':^st  set  in  motion  by  the 
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impression  of  agents  without,  on  the  sensitive  surfaces;  and  the  develop- 
ment of  animals,  from  the  circumference  to  the  centre,  according'  to  the 
law  of  Serres,  well  known  by  tlie  term  Lex  Serrenia,  is  a  complete 
illustration  of  this  position. 

3.  The  ganglions  on  the  posterior  nervous  chords  of  the  spinal  mar- 
row were  originally  the  points  of  stasis  or  dispersion  of  the  fluid  mov- 
ing towards  the  centre,  their  centripetal  force  being  there  counteracted 
by  the  opposing  force  of  fluid  at  rest  or  moving  in  contrary  directions. 
By  supposing  a  fluid  to  move  in  this  way  through  the  nervous  corpus- 
cles of  the  polypus,  its  first  effect  would  be  to  form  the  single  isolated 
nerve  and  ganglion  of  the  molluscous  aniinal. 

4.  The  nervous  chords  intervening  between  the  ganglions  and  spinal 
marrow,  may  be  regarded  as  the  appendices  of  the  spinal  marrow. 
They  were  formed  by  the  projection  of  a  fluid  from  the  ganglion  towards 
the  spinal  column,  in  consequence  of  the  attraction  produced  by  a  cur- 
rent passing  longitudinally  upward,  or  downward,  or  both,  along  the 
spinal  canal,  the  union  of  these  several  currents  forming  the  spinal  mar- 
row itself;  one  tendency  to  the  formation  of  these  longitudinal  currents 
arising  from  the  meeting  of  the  fluid  of  the  opposite  ganglions  in  the 
centre. 

5.  The  anterior  chord  had  its  origin  in  the  reverse  or  after-currenty 
that  passing  from  the  spinal  marrow  towards  the  surface  transmitting  the 
stimulus  of  volition,  and  may  also  be  considered  as  an  appanage  of  the 
spinal  marrow.  This  current  must  join  the  nerve  anterior  to  the  gan- 
glion, to  corvespond  with  the  law  of  Ampere,  that  two  currents  movir»g 
in  the  same  direction  attract  each  other ;  the  other  current  moving  from 
the  ganglion  towards  the  circumference. 

6.  There  exist  two  circles  tiirough  which  the  nervous  influence  passes, 
viz.  one,  where  sensation  and  volition  are  unnoticed  ;  the  other,  where 
thev  both  take  place.  The  former,  con^.mencing  at  the  external  surface, 
is  reflected  back  at  the  ganglion  ;  the  latter,  cotnmencing  at  the  same 
place,  is  reflected  back  from  the  cerebro-spinal  apparatus. 

7.  The  cerebruin  and  cerebellum  are  but  the  greater  development  of 
the  circles  of  which  a  single  nerve  affords  the  type.  The  corpora  stri- 
ata and  optic  beds,  containing  grey  matter,  and  the  corpus  dentatum, 
were,  like  the  ganglions,  the  points  of  stasis  and  accumulation  of  the 
fluid  passing  up  the  crebro-splnal  cavity,  from  whence,  as  its  intensity 
increased,  simultaneously  with  the  elevation  of  tlie  animal  in  the  scale 
of  intellectual  life,  it  proceeded  forward  and  formed  the  convolutions,  the 
grey  matter  of  which  corresponds  to  the  grey  matter  of  the  spinal  mar- 
row, and  the  diverging  and  converging  fibres  of  Spurzheim  and  Gall 
correspond  to  the  anterior  and  posterior  chords. 

8.  The  cause  of  variety  in  the  manifestation  of  function  in  the  several 
nerves  depends  on  a  principle  closely  analogous  Jo  that  by  which  difl^er- 
ent  crystals  exhibit  difl'erent  forms  and  colors  when  subjected  to  the  in- 
fluence of  polarized  light,  and  may  lead,  at  some  future  day,  to  the  dis- 
covery of  the  intricate  structure  of  the  nervous  expansions,  as  the  phe- 
nomena of  polarization  has  led  to  the  discovery  of  the  composition  of 
crystals  in  the  disposition  of  the  atoms  which  form  them ;  the  luotions 
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of  llie   fluid    among   the   nervous   corpuscles   both   affecting,  and  being 
affected  by,  the  ihsposition  of  the  corpuscles. 

9.  The  analogy  to  this  mode  of  formation  of  tiie  nervous  system  is 
found  in  the  gradual  formation  of  brooks,  creeks,  and  rivers,  by  water 
on  tlie  surface  of  the  earth.  The  water  penetrates  the  soil  everywhere, 
and  everywhere  is  seen  to  form  grooves,  which  afterwards  help  to  con- 
fine it  in  its  course,  and  impress  upon  its  currents  modifications,  which, 
witliin  certain  limits,  are  (\\ei\  and  constant.  So  the  nervous  fluid  pene- 
trates the  whole  body,  and  is  everywhere  active,  like  the  blood.  But 
by  the  various  tendencies  to  move  in  different  directions  which  it  receives 
from  the  motions  of  the  elastic  fluid  without,  or  "  stimuli,"  combined 
with  that  play  of  its  njotions  within  which  constitutes  life,  it  must  form 
to  itself  channels,  which  enable  it  to  concentrate  itself  and  pass  with 
celerity  from  one  part  of  the  body  to  another.  These  channels  are  the 
nervous  chords. 

10.  The  reason  that  animals  and  vegetables  have  rounded  forms,  and 
minerals  angular,  is  this  : — in  the  former  exists  a  motion  compounded  of 
the  principle  of  life  and  of  that  which  accomplishes  crystallization.  To 
effect  crystallization,  perfect  rest  of  the  fluid  medium  in  which  it  takes 
place,  is  necessary.  In  anin)ation  a  moving  force  commences  at  the 
punctini)  saliens,  or  in  consequence  of  an  external  impression,  and  is  al- 
ways interfering  with  the  crystallizing  force,  in  the  manner  that  rays  of 
light  interfere,  producing  curvilinears,  and  are  explained  by  IM.  Fresnel 
on  the  theory  of  light  depending  on  the  undulations  of  ether.  It  is 
owing  to  the  same  cause  that  drops  of  water  have  a  circular  lorm,  and 
the  waves  of  the  sea  are  rounded  by  the  imdulations  of  the  atmosphere. 

11.  The  simplest  mode  of  undulation  is  exhibited  in  the  formation  of 
the  circular  and  radiated  animals.  Their  form  is  described  by  the  cir- 
cular wave  made  by  dropping  a  pebble  perpendicularly  on  the  surface  of 
a  fluid,  and  by  the  radiation  of  light. 

12.  The  second  simplest  mode  is  exhibited  by  the  spiral  animals,  or 
sea  snails.  In  these  a  perpendicular  motion  occurs  along  with  the  hori- 
zontal. Its  analogy  is  found  in  electro-magnetism,  in  that  appear- 
ance of  polarized  light  made  to  pass  through  quartz,  which  Mr.  Herschel 
has  compared  to  a  corkscrew,  and  still  more  plainly  by  the  little  whirl- 
pools so  often  seen  in  the  eddies  of  a  running  streau).  It  seems  impos- 
sible for  a  theory  to  be  false,  and  explain  the  formation  of  these  simple 
animals  as  this  does.     The  |)robabilities  in  its  favor  are  infinite. 

13.  The  fluid  accumulates  internally,  and  by  its  attractive  force,  as  it 
expands  and  endeavors  to  fly  off  in  all  directions,  exerts  a  pressure  on 
the  body  from  within,  outwards,  and  occasions  it  to  grow  to  a  certain 
point.  This  point  is  attained  when  it  has  acquired  such  an  extent  of 
surface,  that  an  equilibrium  is  established  between  its  intensity  and  the 
inertia  of  matter  ;  as  when  the  atmosphere  reaches  the  height  of  45 
miles,  the  elasticity  of  air  is  counterbalanced  by  the  weight  of  the  par- 
ticles of  air.  The  analogy  for  the  accumulation  of  the  fluid  by  the 
motions  of  the  particles  among  each  other,  is  found  in  the  excitement  of 
electricity  by  friction  ;  and  that  for  the  diminution  of  its  intensity  by  the 
increase  of  surface,  is  found  in  the  inverse  proportion  of  the  intensity  of 
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electricity  and  the  extent  of  surface  of  the  prime  conductor.  Hair, 
bristles,  spines,  scales,  Sic,  are  formed  by  the  Huid  passing  off  from  the 
superfices  of  bodies,  and  hence  the  reason  why  ihey  are  found  most 
abundantly  over  those  parts  of  the  body  where  the  fluid  is  directed  in 
the  greatest  quantities,  as  over  the  brain  in  man,  and  diffused  over  the 
body  in  animals.  The  black  color  of  the  ne^ro  is  the  slightest  degree 
of  the  same  effect.  The  blowing  of  a  soap-bubble,  which  expands  be- 
tween two  pressures  of  the  same  medium,  the  ordinary  pressure  of  the 
atn)osphere  without,  and  the  constantly  accumulating  pressure  within,  is 
a  simple  and  almost  perfect  illustration  of  the  expansion  and  rounded 
form  of  all  organized  beings. 

14.  The  reason  why  the  foetus  is  expelled  from  the  uterus  at  nine 
months,  is,  that  all  its  organs  being  then  developed,  it  cannot  receive 
from  the  mother  the  same  amount  of  fluid  it  has  been  in  the  habit  of 
receiving,  and  which  the  system  of  the  mother  has  been  habituated  to 
yield  to  it.  The  fluid  then  accumulating  in  the  mother  will  be  most 
naturally  directed  towards  the  nearest  focus  of  irritation,  which  is  the 
uterus,  and  will  produce  muscular  contractions  of  that  organ.  The  next 
transition  will  be  to  the  breasts,  when  the  uterus,  being  disgorged  of  its 
contents,  can  receive  no  more  of  it. 

15.  We  can  also  form  a  conception  of  the  preservation  of  the  type 
of  every  species  of  animals,  from  generation  to  generation.  For  we 
suppose  this  fluid  to  be  the  cause  of  light,  as  well  as  electricity,  he.  ; 
and  on  the  same  principle  that  it  forms  images  by  its  vibrations  in  re- 
flection and  refraction  (which  images  are  the  exact  portraits  of  the 
originals,  both  in  form  and  color),  those  same  vibrations  acting  on  matter 
so  mobile  as  that  which  constitutes  the  embryo  in  its  earliest  stages,  and 
the  image  of  both  parents  being  the  ones  most  constantly  impressed  upon 
it  in  consequenc<}  of  its  long  continuance  within  the  body  of  each,  the 
type  of  the  race,  and,  to  some  extent,  of  the  individual,  will  be  repro- 
duced forever.     Hence,  too,  the  form  of  each  of  the  bodily  organs. 

16.  The  explanation  of  the  physiological  experiments  of  Magendie, 
in  which  forward  motion  is  produced  by  destroying  the  crura  of  the 
cerebrum,  backward  by  destroying  the  crura  of  the  cerebellum,  rotatory 
by  destroying  the  crura  of  either  side,  he,  depending  on  the  law  of 
equilibrium  of  fluids,  will  account,  also,  for  the  erect  attitude  of  man. 

17.  The  ciliary  motions  lately  discovered  in  animals,  by  Purkinje, 
Mayer,  and  others,  and  the  undulatory  movements  lately  noticed  by  the 
celebrated  botanist  Brown,  of  organized  molecules  in  fluid  matter,  de- 
pend on  the  vibration  of  this  fluirl,  as  do  light,  heat,  electricity,  magnet- 
ism, and  gravitation. 

18.  It  is  well  known  that  the  vibrations  of  a  musical  instrument  will, 
if  continued  a  length  of  time,  throw  another,  at  a  distance  from  it,  into 
the  same  series  of  vibrations,  and  elicit  the  same  sounds,  provided  it 
harmonizes  with  it.  Assuming  that  these  vibrations  depend  on  the 
ether  present  in  the  atmosphere  and  in  all  bodies,  which  gives  them 
elasticity,  this  plienomeiion  must  be  owing  to  the  tendency  that  this 
fluid  has,  when  undulating,  to  provoke  the  same  undulations  through  all 
its  extent.     Now  supposing  this  fluid  to  exist  among  organic  molecules. 
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free  and  mobile  as  tliey  are  foiinrl  in  tlie  |)oly|)us,  it  cannot  undulate  in 
a  given  way  amon^  these  molecules  without  disposing  them  in  a  certain 
manner,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  disposes  them  will  be  that  which 
renders  them  least  liable  to  interfere  with  that  particular  mode  of  un- 
dulation. It  is  on  this  principle  that  the  ear  is  formed,  with  a  spiral 
cochlea,  semicircular  canals,  &.c.  In  like  manner  that  varieiy  of  undu- 
lation which  causes  light,  is  sufficient  to  form  the  eye  out  of  polypous 
matter.  The  cause  of  the  eye  existing  in  one  spot,  instead  of  being 
spread  over  the  whole  body,  as  well  as  its  being  rounded,  instead  of 
angular  like  a  crystal,  is  the  interference  of  other  vibratory  motions,  as 
that  whi(di  constitutes  life,  together  with  those  made  by  other  external 
impressions,  which  modify  it  at  the  edges  where  they  meet  that  particu- 
lar class  of  vibrations  engaged  in  forming  it.  What  is  true  of  the  for- 
mation of  one  organ,  is  true  of  that  of  all  the  rest.  The  support  which 
this  proposition  derives  from  the  slow  and  gradual  evolution  and  perfec- 
tion of  these  organs,  from  the  inferior  animals  up  to  man,  is  in  the  high- 
est decree  astonishing. 


MESMERISM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — It  is  needless  to  add  anything  to  my  former  remarks,  to  demon- 
strate my  high  estimation  of  animal  magnetism,  and  my  confidence  in 
the  immense  benefits  of  its  general  diffusion.  In  the  present  letter,  it  is 
my  object  to  notice  some  of  the  obstacles,  which  have  hitherto  injured 
its  reputation,  and  prevented  its  progress.  In  the  first  place,  both  the 
magnetize?-5  and  the  magnetizees  seem  to  be  still  under  the  influence  of 
many  old  imperfections  and  prejudices,  and  to  have  operated  more  for 
exciting  wonder  and  curiosity,  than  for  real  utility.  Most  of  their  finest 
exhibitions  have  been  intermingled  with  feats  very  similar  to  those  which 
are  performed  by  any  common  juggler  ;  and  in  many  of  their  perform- 
ances, there  are  obvious  omissions  and  defects,  which  give  occasion  to 
the  cavils  of  the  skeptic.  If  one  woman's  breast  has  been  removed 
without  her  being  awoke  from  her  magnetic  sleep,  why  is  not  every  pa- 
tient made  insensible  of  pain,  during  all  common  surgical  operations  ? 
There  have,  certainly,  not  only  been  careless,  but  inhuman,  oversights 
in  this  respect.  It  is  no  excuse  to  say  that  the  patient  was  not  in  such 
feeble  health,  as  to  be  susceptible  of  the  magnetic  influence.  By  de- 
pletion, evacuation,  total  abstinence,  and  starvation,  the  nervous  system 
of  the  stoutest  man  might  speedily  be  reduced  to  the  magnetic  level. 
Nor  is  the  common  excuse,  that  he  had  not  been  sufficiently  magnetized 
to  be  brought  under  the  full  efTect,  satisfactory.  Why  not  n)agnetize 
him  to  the  hundredth  time,  rather  than  let  him  endure  the  pains  of  litho- 
tomy ?  Why  did  not  the  philosophical  Colonel,  during  his  aerial  voy- 
age, and  in  the  subsequent  walks,  let  his  companion  tell  her  own  story, 
rather  than  constantly  direct  her  by,  what  the  lawyers  call,  leading  ques- 
tions 1     Why  not  settle  the  whole  matter  at  once,  beyond  the  reach  of 
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any  quibbling  caviller,  by  having  her  read  every  sign,  and  tiie  name  on 
every  door,  in  their  imaginary  promenade  in  Broadway  ?  Why  did  nol 
the  Right  Reverend  Prelate,  instead  of  employing  her  in  describing  the 
furniture  and  pictures,  and  the  portrait  of  the  man  in  his  shirt  sleeves,  in 
his  friend's  house — very  probably  by  the  same  course  of  leading  (jues- 
tions,  as  were  employed  by  the  Colonel — set  her  at  once  to  read  the 
lettering  on  the  backs  of  the  books,  lying  on  the  centre  table?  By  a 
few  thorough  processes  like  these,  the  most  captious  skepticism  might  be 
convinced  and  silenced  in  ten  minutes,  and  there  could  be  no  loop  hole 
for  a  single  cavil  to  escape.  Why  did  the  Colonel  allow  her  to  make 
the  blunder  of  going  into  the  wrong  kitchen  ?  Why  could  she  not  read 
one  word  within  the  sealed  envelope,  as  well  as  another?  Is  a  mill- 
stone any  more  transparent  from  its  being  an  inch  thinner  in  one  place, 
than  in  another  ?  Is  it  not  an  opaque  mill-stone  still  ?  The  great  diffi- 
culty seems  to  arise,  from  the  magnetizers  and  the  magnetizees  not  be- 
ing sufficiently  familiar  with  their  own  art,  and  from  their  not  being 
aware  of  but  a  small  part  of  the  advantages  which  are  the  necessary 
result.  They  seem  to  suppose,  that  one  unaccountable  fact  is  sufficient 
to  establish  its  reality,  and  are  not  aware  of  the  great  handle  that  will 
ever  be  made  by  a  single  failure.  The  skeptics  adopt  the  maxim  of 
the  late  eccentric  John  Randolph,  that  when  a  single  addle  egg  is  suf- 
fered to  find  its  way  into  a  pudding,  the  addition  of  a  hundred  new-laid 
eggs  will  not  make  the  pudding  sweet.  Nothing,  done  by  the  halves,  is 
ever  well  done.  The  magnetizer  must  commit  himself  horribly,  if  he 
ever  attempts  to  magnetize  a  person  whose  nervous  system,  he  is  not 
sure,  is  first  reduced  to  such  a  state  of  atony  and  susceptibility,  as  to  be 
excitable  by  the  slightest  impression,  made  either  on  the  mind  or  body, 
either  by  contact,  sympathy,  or  imagination.  Then  there  will  never 
be  needed  the  excuse,  that  the  patient  had  not  taken  a  sufficient  dose 
of  magnetic  influence. 

It  should  be  especially  recollected,  that  every  new  and  beneficial  pro- 
ject, to  become  popular,  must  be  advocated — so  prone  are  mankind  to 
follow  res[)ectable  leaders — by  distinguished  public  characters.  H'  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  been  magnetized,  he  would  never  have 
fallen  into  the  mistake  of  employing,  as  deposite  banks,  those  which  were 
unable  to  redeem  their  notes  in  specie.  Or  at  any  rate,  he  ought  to 
have  had  the  heads  of  their  directors  examined  by  the  phrenologists,  to 
determine  whether  they  were  worthy  of  the  confidence  of  the  govern- 
ment. By  some  such  means,  he  might  have  easily  saved  the  govern- 
ment the  embarrassment  of  refusing  what  were  apparently  its  own  bills. 
Let  the  magnetizers  first  strike  at  the  head,  and  immediately  put  our 
politicians  and  great  men  under  magnetic  influence,  that  some  efficient 
measures  may  be  instantly  adopted,  upon  safe  and  sound  principles,  so 
as  immediately  to  put  an  end  to  popular  clamor  and  discontent.  Let 
the  phrenologists  also  be  active,  and  exhibit,  before  every  election,  the 
characteristics  of  the  head  of  every  candidate  for  the  suffrages  of  his 
fellow  citizens.  Let  the  homoeopaths  join  them,  and  cure  every  disease 
of  body  or  mind  by  the  sure,  safe  and  pleasant  course  of  infinitessimal 
medicine.     Let  the  irresistible  argument   of  never-failing  success  be   at 


Final  Report  on  the  Radical  Cure  of  Hernia.  187 

once  brouglit  before  the  public,  in  all  its  force.  A  universal  revolution 
and  reformation  will  be  the  speedy  consequence.  Enough  of  over- 
whelming evidence  now  exists,  if  the  homoeopaths,  the  phrenologists, 
and  the  magnetizers  could  only  have  decision  and  magnanimity  sufficient 
to  divest  it  of  all  embarrassing  circumstances.  In  fact,  the  mistakes 
and  false  pretences,  which  are  the  sources  of  the  skeptical  cavils,  when 
rightly  viewed,  are  the  strongest  argmnents  in  favor  of  these  all-impor- 
tani  discoveries  and  ifnprovements.  Talk  not  of  the  addle  egg,  or  the 
alloy  from  blunders  and  mistakes.  The  very  idea  of  a  counterfeit,  sup- 
poses that  there  is  such  a  thing  as  sterling,  standard  coin.  There  could 
be  no  motive  for  any  magnetizee  to  pretend  to  more  than  can  be  actual- 
ly done,  to  see  tiiore  than-  can  be  seen,  if  the  magnetic  influence  did 
not  actually  enable  the  possessor  to  distinguish  more  than  can  be 
done  by  other  eyes.  Though  Arm  More  deceived,  by  pretending  that 
she  lived  without  eating  at  all,  she  actually  [)03sessed  the  faculty  of  dis- 
pensing with  food,  nearly  as  much  as  a  hybernating  animal,  during 
winter.  There  was  an  uncommon  fact  at  the  bottom.  Perhaps  nothing 
has  ever  suffered  more  by  the  hasty  tampering  of  the  inexperienced  and 
unskilful,  than  homoeopathy,  phrenology  and  animal  magnetism.  There 
has  been  a  swarm  of  mere  pretenders,  and  the  public  have  not  always 
been  able  readily  to  distinguish  the  counterfeit  from  the  true  coin.  Judg- 
ing from  the  many  failures,  and  often  ridiculous  blunders,  I  should  imag- 
ine that  most  of  those,  who  were  actually  the  richest  in  these  valuable 
commodities,  are  often  troubled  with  many  pieces  of  base  metal,  which 
have  accidentally  found  way  into  their  pockets.  Unless  there  is  some 
remedy  for  such  evils,  the  progress  of  these  all-important  arts  will  be 
infallibly  retarded.  The  wheat  must  be  winnowed  from  the  chaff.  An 
art  that  fails  one  time  in  four,  and  is  liable  to  mistakes  even  in  its  most 
favorable  exhibition,  for  all  practical  purposes  is  no  art  at  all. 

I  would  not,  however,  look  upon  such  all-important  subjects  as  ho- 
mceopalhy,  phrenology  and  animal  magnetism,  with  such  desponding 
views.  As  far  as  any  reliance,  in  such  matters,  is  to  be  placed  upon 
the  most  credible  hunian  testimony,  these  arts  are  founded  upon  a  firm 
and  unshaken  basis.  The  fault  lies  not  in  the  art,  but  in  the  unworthy, 
superficial  professors.  It  does  not  need  leading  questions ;  and  trifling 
tricks,  resembling  legerdemain,  are  beneath  its  dignity.  It  is  the  nristake 
of  the  conductor  alone  when  he  leads  the  magnetizee  into  the  wrong 
cellar  kitchen  ;  and  when,  in  his  narration,  he  assumes  an  air  of  credulity, 
and  exhibits  the  excitement  of  a  fanatic,  he  only  injures  the  cause 
which  he  injudiciously  attempts  to  support.  In  such  cases  the  advice 
of  old  Hecuba  holds  good^  non  talibus  aujciliis.  Mesmer. 

Oct.  9,  1837. 
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[Continued  from  page  ti4.] 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — The  remarks  in  your  Journal  of  the    11th  inst.  on  the  importance 
of  the  "  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Hernia,"  has  induced  me  to  enlist 
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your  pages  to  distribute  it   more   generally  among  the  members  of  our 
profession.  Respectfully,  &;c. 

Boston,  Oct.,  1837.  E.  W.  Leach. 

Anatomical  View  of  the  Anatomy  of  Hernia. 

Fig.  ]. — Tlie  skin  and supeifi* 
cial  friscia  removed  from  the 
left  side  of  tlie  abdomen,  and 
the  left  groin,  so  as  to  display 
tlie  surface  of  the  tendons,  the 
position  of  the  aLidoniinal  rings, 
and  canal,  &c. 

a  The  internal  abdominal 
ring,  marked  in  dots,  as  seen 
through  the  tendon  of  the  ex- 
ternal oblique  muscle. 

b  The  external  ring,  formed 
by  a  natural  separation  of  the 
fibres  of  the  same  tendon  ;  the 
spermatic  cord  seen  passing 
through  it  to  the  scrotum,  and 
the  dotted  line  between  the 
two  rings  marking  its  course 
upwards,  under  the  tendon, 
through  the  abdominal  canal. 

c  The  spot  wliere  the  tumor 
in  femoral  hernia  is  generally 
seen  when  it  rises  from  beneath 
the  fascia  lata  of  the  thigh,  the 
femoral  canal  not  being  visible 
in  this  view,  because  it  is  hid- 
den by  Poupart's  ligament. 

d  The  umbilicus. 

e  The    middle    of  Poupart's  ligament. 
/  The  anterior  superior  spinous  process  of  the  os  ilium. 

g  The  body  of  the  os  pubis,  forming  the  lower  boundary  of  the  external  ring. 
h  The  saphena  vein  passing  through  the  fascia  to  join  the  great  femoral  vein. 

The  inventions  and  improvements  of  Dr.  Chase,  many  of  which  have 
been  adopted  since  the  presentation  of  the  Preliminary  Report,  extend 
to  all  parts  of  the  truss  and  its  appendages,  and  his  attention  to  minute 
but  highly  important  details  has  been  carried  to  an  extent  never  equalled 
by  any  of  his  predecessors  in  this  branch  of  surgery.  The  complete 
instruments  employed  by  him  are — 1st.  The  Inguinal  or  Common 
Truss.  2d.  The  Ventro-Inguinal  Truss.  3d.  The  femoral  Truss. 
4th.  The  Umbilical  Truss.  5th.  The  Umbilical  Belt.  6th.  The 
Double  Truss.  Each  of  these  demands  separate  notice,  and  in  most  of 
them  the  following  parts  require  distinct  examination,  (a)  The  Block  ; 
(b)  the  Block-attachment ;  (c)  the  Spring  and  Strap-attachment  ;  (d) 
the  Appendages. 

(a)  Of  the  Block. — The  block  of  this  truss  was  warmly  approved 
in  the  Preliminary  Report  (Op.  cit.  p.  323),  and  it  has  amply  main- 
tained its  character  throughout  the  more  recent  investigations;  it  is  so 
perfectly  adapted  to  the  form  of  the  parts  interested  in  common  ingui- 
nal hernia,  that  the  Committee  are  unable  to  perceive  in  what  manner 
it  could  be  improved  ;  nor  has  it  ever  failed,  under  their  observation,  in 
retaining  the  bowel  both  permanently  and  completely  during  the  lime  of 
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its  employment,  after  the  first  few  days  required  for  the  accurate  adjust- 
iiiciit  of  the  instrument.  Nothing  failher  ajipears  necessary  to  prove 
the  decided  superiority  of  this  block  over  all  others  known  to  the  pro- 
lession,  in  the  particular  form  of  hernia  for  which  it  is  designed. 

Chasers  Common  Inguinal  Block,  with  Attachment. 

Fig.   2.— a    Tlie    extremity    of 
tlie  rn.iin-spiing  of  the  truss. 
2       b  Tlie  block. 

c    Tlie    brass    block-rider,    the 
screws    by    vvhich   it   is   atiRched 
being  covered  by  the  block-slide. 
d  The  block-slide, 
c  The   window    in    the    block- 
slide. 

//  The  two  broad-headed  screws 
of  the  block-adjiistnieni,  securing 
the  rider  to  the  slide,  and  when 
loosened,  sliding  freely  in  the 
window. 

ir  The  soft  iron  flexible  neck, 
4  attaching   the   block-slide   to   the 
main-spring. 

h    The    button    for    the   pelvic 
strap,  which  is  generally  used  for  the  perineal  strap  also. 

The  proper  perineal  strap-button  on  the  end  of  the  block-slide  is  omitted  in  this  and 
some  succeeding  figures,  to  prevent  confusion. 
Fig.  3  — Longitudinal  section  of  the  block. 
Fig.  4. — Transverse  section  of  the  same. 

(^h)  Of  the  Block-attachment. — Two  very  important  improvements 
upon  the  old  modes  of  attaching  the  pad  to  the  spring  of  the  truss  are 
observable  in  the  block-attachment  of  the  inguinal  truss.  The  block  is 
surmounted  by  a  thin  oval  plate  of  brass,  termed  by  the  inventor  a 
block-rider ;  and  this  is  adapted  to  the  under  surface  of  an  iron  plate  of 
nearly  similar  form,  called  the  block-slide,  to  which  it  is  attached  by 
means  of  two  round-headed  screws,  playing  freely,  when  loosened  a  lit- 
tle, in  a  longitudinal  fenestrum  in  the  block-slide,  so  as  to  admit  of  any 
required  change  of  the  position  of  the  block  in  this  direction,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  about  an  inch  in  the  trusses  designed  for  adults.  The  block- 
slide  is  connected  to  the  spring  by  means  of  a  round  neck  of  soft  Iron, 
about  three  quarters  of  an  inch  in  length,  sufficiently  stiff  to  resist  any 
change  of  shape  during  the  most  active  movements  of  the  patient,  and 
sufficiently  pliable  to  act  like  a  universal  joint  under  the  hands  of  the 
surgeon.  The  combined  action  of  the  slide  and  the  neck  enables  us  to 
adjust  the  block  with  the  utmost  precision  to  the  edge  of  Pou part's  liga- 
ment, the  rout  of  the  abdominal  canal,  and  the  internal  ring,  whatever 
may  be  the  peculiar  form  of  the  abdomen  of  the  patient,  while  the 
block  remains  invariably  in  the  exact  position  chosen  by  the  surgeon  ; 
advantages  possessed  by  none  of  the  trusses  previously  in  use,  so  far  as 
they  are  known  to  the  Committee.  These  improvements  are,  in  them- 
selves, sufficient  to  add  very  greatly  to  the  value  of  the  instrument. 

(0  Of  the  Spring  and  Strap-attachment. — The  endless  varieties  of 
form  which  have  been  given  to  the  springs  of  trusses,  render  it  appa- 
rently impossible  that  anything  intrinsically  novel,  in   this  part  of  the 
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hernial  apparatus,  should  be  presented  to  the  public  hereafter  ;  but  it  is 
of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  profession  should  determine  what 
class  of  springs  are  calculated  to  give  the  greatest  degiee  of  security 
and  permanency  to  the  action  of  trusses. 

Tliis  subject  has  been  amply  dist-ussed  in  the  work  of  Dr.  Chase, 
already  repeatedly  cited  ;  and  the  Committee  are  prepared,  after  due 
reflection,  to  coincide  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  that  gentleman,  that 
the  semicircular  steel  springs  of  Salmon  and  Ody  are  objectionable,  be- 
cause they  are  brought  into  accurate  relation  with  the  body  only  at  the 
spots  corresponding  with  the  spine  and  the  hernial  orifice  ;  the  whole 
arch  of  the  spring  resting  loosely  over  the  side  of  the  pelvis  without  a 
fixed  location,  and  remaining  liable  to  continual  change  of  place  from 
the  movements  of  the  glutei  cnuscles  and  the  reaction  of  the  dress  of  the 
patient.  The  changes  just  mentioned  niust  inevitably  lead  to  the  dan- 
ger of  corresponding  changes  in  the  position  of  the  pads  or  blocks,  and 
consequent  insecurity  of  retention.  The  motives  for  the  invention  of 
this  class  of  springs  were  the  three  following,  and  they  are  obviously 
fallacious.  1st.  It  was  su[)posed  that  the  pressure  of  the  spiral  elastic 
springs,  being  exerted  throughout  their  whole  length,  renders  them  liable 
to  derangement  by  the  motions  of  the  parts  on  which  they  press;  but, 
excepting  on  the  front  of  the  hypogastric  region  of  the  abdomen,  those 
parts  have  so  slight  a  degree  of  mobility — based  as  they  are  upon  the 
solid  structtu'e  of  the  pelvis,  and  almost  uninfluenced  by  nmscular  con- 
tractions— that  their  alterations  of  figure  are  of  no  real  importance. 
The  changes  in  the  figure  of  the  hypogastric  region  are  fully  compen- 
sated by  the  elasticity  of  the  spiral  springs,  and  those  of  the  parts  over 
the  ring  of  the  ihum  are  successfully  counteracted  by  perineal  straps,  so 
that  the  accuracy  and  permanence  of  retention  are  not  contravened 
when  spiral  springs  are  employed.  2d.  It  was  su|)posed  that  the  changes 
of  shape  in  tlie  hypogastric  region  required  some  mode  of  adjustn)ent 
more  complete  than  that  effected  by  the  elasticity  of  the  main  spring, 
to  enable  the  pad  or  block  to  accommodate  itself  at  all  times  to  the 
form  of  tJie  parts  ;  and  hence  the  ball-and-socket  pad  attachment,  to 
w^hich  the  semicircular  spring  was  deemed  peculiarly  adapted.  But.  if 
desirable,  this  mode  of  attachment  may  be  as  readily  employed  in  con- 
riection  with  the  spiral  spring.  Your  Committee  do  not  deem  it  desira- 
ble ;  because  the  ball-and-socket  attachment  renders  secure  but  one 
point  on  the  back  of  the  pad  or  block,  while  the  circumference  may  be 
tilted  in  any  direction  by  the  pressure  of  an  intestine  from  within,  almost 
as  readily  as  by  the  movenjents  of  the  abdon)en,  to  which  the  pad  is 
designed  to  yield  ;  for  the  soft  and  compressible  surface  of  the  hypogas- 
tric region  cannot  securely  prevent  this  lilting  when  the  adjustment  of 
the  pad  is  not  remarkably  accurate,  or  when  the  propulsive  force  of  the 
intestine  in  hernia  is  considerable.  A  third  argument  urged  in  favor  of 
the  introduction  of  semicircular  springs  was  drawn  from  the  tendency  of 
the  strap  attached  to  the  spiral  spring  trusses  to  draw  upwards,  and  thus 
displace  the  pad  ;  but  this  difficulty  is  completely  removable  by  giving 
to  the  spiral  spring  and  the  accessory  parts  of  the  truss  a  proper  form 
and  disposition,  as  will  be  explained  hereafter. 
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Your  Committee  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  Dr.  Chase  has  done 
wisely  in  adopting  the  spiral  spiint^,  and  retaining  the  strap  so  as  to  en- 
circle the  whole  pelvis  hy  the  truss,  in  preference  to  the  semicircular 
spring  and  universal  joint  of  Salmon  and  Ody's  instrument,  and  the 
modifications  of  the  same  by  the  late  Dr.  Hull,  of  JNew  York,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Reed,  of  Georgia,  &.c.  &ic. 

Althous;!)  there  is  nothing  j)ositively  novel  in  this  part  of  the  inguinal 
truss  of  Chase,  the  inventor  has  established  definite  rules  for  the  degree 
of  temper  and  the  extent  of  the  various  curvatures  of  the  spring,  and 
also  lor  the  position  of  the  strap-butlon,  which  render  it  easy  to  adjust 
the  instrument  more  securely  and  permanently  in  all  cases  than  can  be 
done  when  these  points  are  left  to  the  discretion  of  instrument-makers. 
Experience  has  decided  that  there  is  an  advantage  in  giving  an  elastic 
temper  to  all  that  portion  of  the  s[)ring  which  intervenes  between  the 
pad-attachment  in  front  and  the  opposite  sacio-iliac  symphysis  in  the 
rear,  but  that  the  portion  extending  from  the  latter  point  to  the  opposite 
side  of  the  pelvis  should  be  so  far  softened  as  to  admit  of  adjustment 
by  being  permanently  bent.  Three  inches  of  the  hinder  extremity  are 
left  ductile  in  all  the  trusses  of  the  full  size  ;  and  thus  the  necessity  of 
making  an  instrunient  expressly  for  each  individual  case  (the  great  fliffi- 
culty  in  the  employment  of  s[)iral  springs  entirely  of  tem|)ered  steel)  is 
completely  obviated,  without  sacrificing  the  accuracy  of  the  adjustment 
on  the  one  hand,  or  its  permanency  on  the  other. 

It  has  been  customary  to  curve  downward  the  anterior  end  of  the 
spiral  spring,  so  that  when  the  part  which  lies  across  the  back  is  hori- 
zontal, the  front  extremity  may  approach  more  nearly  toward  the  ab- 
dominal canal.  In  Chase's  inguinal  truss  this  curvature  does  not  exceed 
three-fourths  of  an  inch,  and  its  commencement  is  found  far  back  upon 
the  costa  ilii  when  the  instrument  is  applied  ;  so  that  tlie  spring,  in  pass- 
ing forward  from  that  point,  winds  downward  below  the  anterior  superior 
spinous  process  without  encroaching  too  much  upon  the  bellies  of  the 
glutei  muscles  or  disturbing  the  proper  position  of  the  spring  and  strap 
on  the  back  part  of  the  pelvis.  Any  further  increase  .of  this  curvature 
is  attended  with  inconvenience,  by  giving  the  direction  of  the  strap  too 
much  obliquity,  and  disposing  the  instrument  to  tilt  upward  in  front; 
and  such  increase  is  rendeied  altogether  unnecessary  by  the  soft  iron 
neck  of  the  pad-attachment.  In  the  last  three  inches  ol  the  anterior 
end  of  the  spring  there  is  another  curvature,  resulting  from  a  slight  tor- 
sion of  the  axis  of  the  generating  curve  of  the  spring,  which  brings  the 
flat  side  of  this  part  of  the  spring  into  more  complete  correspondence 
with  the  surface  of  the  hypogastric  region — a  iiiatter  of  much  import- 
ance to  the  comfort  of  the  patient,  and  one  giving  additional  security  to 
the  position  of  the  instrument. 

It  has  been  customary,  almost  invariably,  with  truss-makers  to  place 
the  strap-button  upon  the  plate  or  expansion  which  supports  the  pad, 
but  Dr.  Chase  has  very  wisely  affixed  it  to  the  anterior  end  of  the 
spring,  by  which  means  the  obliquity  of  the  strap  is  much  diminished, 
and  the  pelvis  is  enclosed  by  the  instrument  in  a  direction  approaching 
very  nearly  to  the  circle,  the  strap  lying  altogether  above  the   level  of 
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the  block-slide,  and  the  disposition  of  the  instriunent  to  lilt  or   ride  up- 
wards being  reduced  alniosl  to  nothing. 

The  Connnitlee  consider  tlie  estabhshnient  of  a  fixed  model  for  the 
triple  curvature  of  the  spiral  spring,  and  the  position  of  the  strap-button, 
as  a  higldy  important  recommendation  to  the  instrument  under  notice. 

[To  be  continued.] 


POTHOS   FCETIDA. 

[CoMiinunicated  for  llie  Boston  Medical  and  Suisical  Journnl.] 

I  HAVE  been  in  the  habit  of  examining  indigenous  plants.  I  send 
you  the  result  of  my  observations  on  Pothos  FffiTioA,  Mich.  ;  Sym- 
p\oc3i{  pas  foetid  as,  Nut  t.  ;  Ictodes  foetiflus,  i^io".  The  seeds  and  root 
are  the  parts  used  ;  the  seeds  are  by  far  the  strongest,  and  retain  their 
properties  for  years.  The  root  loses  many  of  its  properties  by  drying. 
The  whole  plant  has  a  fcEtid  odor,  which  is  owing  to  a  volatile  essential 
oil,  which  I  have  never  collected.  Its  taste  is  pungent  and  acrid,  but 
less  disagreeable  than  capsicum  or  arum.  Medicinally  it  is  an  acrid 
tonic  and  nervine;  when  given  in  suitable  doses,  and  repeated  at  proper 
intervals,  it  imparts  warmth  to  the  body,  increases  the  force  and  fullness 
of  the  pulse,  allays  morbid  mental  iriitability,  relieves  depression,  ele- 
vates the  mind,  and  produces  a  highly  pleasurable  state  of  feeling. 
When  given  in  over  doses,  it  produres  burning  and  irritability  of  the 
stomach,  headache,  somnolency  and  vomiting. 

1  have  found  it  highly  serviceable  in  several  species  of  limosis,  ca- 
tarrhal phthisis,  dyspnoea  exacerbans,  flatulent  colic  and  chronic  rheu- 
matism. My  mode  of  using  it  has  been  to  reduce  the  seeds  and  root 
to  a  fine  powder,  mix  this  with  such  other  articles  as  I  wished  n)y  pa- 
tient to  take,  and  give  it  in  some  convenient  fluid,  in  as  large  doses  as 
the  stomach  would  bear,  repeating  it  once  in  two,  four,  or  six  hours,  ac- 
cording to  the  urgency  of  the  symptoms.  I  have  usually  found  ten 
grains  of  the  seeds  a  full  dose. 

1  consider  it  adapted  to  that  condition  of  the  system  in  which  there  is 
diminished  nervous  or  muscular  ener^^y,  torpor  of  the  stomach  or  system 
generally,  deficient  or  morbid  secretions  of  the  alimentary  canal,  unat- 
tended with  irritability,  and  es|)ecially  when  these  occur  in  habits  im- 
paired by  the  excessive  use  of  alcohol.  R.  Pothos  foeiida,  gum  guaia- 
cum,  aa,  pulverized  and  mixed,  is  a  favorite  form  where  there  is  con- 
stipation attending  the  disease — given  in  quantities  to  regulate  the 
bowels.  Should  acidity  attend,  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  adding 
mai^nesia,  chalk,  or  carbonate  of  soda,  according  to  circumstances. 
Should  there  be  nothini;  to  indicate  either  guaiacum  or  an  alkali,  they 
may  be  left  out.  In  diarrhcen,  pulverized  nut-galls,  or  geranium  macu- 
lalurn,  or  any  suitable  astringent,  niay  be  united  with  it.  Should  a  bit- 
ter be  indicated,  it  may  be  united  with  pulverized  cinchona. 

I  liave  used  it  for  eight  years  past,  and,  as  1  think,  with  great  benefit. 
In  many  cases  I  prefer  it  to  any  other  acrid,  being  not  disagreeable  and 
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more  efficacious.  Both  the  root  and  seed  contain  a  large  proportion  of 
fecula,  and  are  easily  reduced  to  a  powder  by  grinding  in  a  coffee  mill. 
About  the  first  of  September  is  tiie  best  time  for  collecting  them.  For 
keeping,  the  seed  should  be  cleaned,  dried  and  kept  close  in  a  glass 
bottle.  The  root  should  be  cleaned,  sliced,  dried,  ground,  packed  and 
corked  tightly  in  a  glass  bottle.  A. 

Meriden,  Ct.,  Oct.  1837. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,     OCTOBER    25,     J8  3  7 


INFIRMARY   TOR   DISEASES   OF   THE   LUNGS. 

From  a  small,  unostentatious  beginning,  there  has  been  a  very  valuable 
institution  fonning  in  this  city,  which  is  perfectly  charitable  in  its  char- 
acter, and  therefore  claims  the  attention  and  fostering  influences  of  all 
benevolent  people.  It  is  an  infirmary  exclusively  devoted  to  the  service 
of  the  poor  who  are  suffering  from  diseases  of  the  lungs. 

By  consulting  the  bills  of  mortality,  it  is  apparent  that  pulmonary  con- 
sumption has  swept  multitudes  to  the  grave.  The  causes  producing  this 
melancholy  fatality  are  still  operating,  as  they  always  will  in  this  varia- 
ble climate.  As  the  population  increases,  the  mortality  arising  from  va- 
rious affections  of  the  respiratory  organs,  increases  in  a  corresponding 
ratio,  till  the  aggregate,  in  any  given  year,  in  the  large  towns  and  cities 
in  New  England,  and  particularly  in  Boston,  preponderates  over  all 
others  in  the  nomenclature.  Believing  that  it  was  possible  to  ofl'er 
some  temporary,  if  not  permanent  relief  to  those  whose  circumstances 
forbid  them  from  procuring,  in  all  instances,  that  advice  which  their  con- 
dition obviously  requires,  an  association  was  formed  expressly  to  meet 
this  demand.  To  this  infirmary  every  one  is  welcome.  The  exact  con- 
dition of  the  lungs  is  ascertained,  so  far  as  it  has  been  found  practica- 
ble by  modern  improvements  and  discoveries.  Medicines  are  dispensed 
gratuitously,  and,  in  a  word,  nothing  is  omitted  which  can  be  of  utility 
to  the  patient.  A  charity  based  on  this  broad  foundation,  we  trust,  will 
find  favor  with  an  intelligent  community.  Gentlemen  of  the  city,  the 
clergy,  physicians — indeed,  all  who  sympathize  with  this  class  of  suffer- 
ers— are  invited  to  direct  them  to  the  infirmary,  with  full  confidence  in 
the  skill  and  assiduity  of  the  medical  gentlemen  who  make  a  voluntary 
service  of  their  labors. 

For  the  present,  the  patients  are  examined  and  prescribed  for  in  the 
east  wing  of  the  old  stone  Court  House,  on  the  first  floor,  entrance  from 
School  street,  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays,  from  12  to  1 
o'clock.  A  suitable  edifice  will  be  selected,  we  trust,  within  a  reason- 
able time,  in  which  the  infirmary  will  be  permanently  located.  It  would 
be  an  act  of  injustice  to  the  citizens  of  Boston  to  doubt  their  willingness 
to  provide  some  quiet,  commodious  building,  as  soon  as  the  business  of 
this  charity  demands  it,  which  cannot  he  long,  meeting,  as  it  does,  the 
entire  approbation  of  every  friend  of  suff^ering  humanity. 

Hereafter,  we  shall  speak  more  particularly  of  the   medical  regula- 
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tions  of  the  infirmary,  publish  statistics,  and  report  cases — hoping,  in  the 
mean  tinu;,  that  editors  ot  the  pubHc  papers  will  have  the  kindness  to 
notice  the  organization  of  the  infirmary,  for  the  sake  of  those  for  whom 
it  was  instituted. 


Boston  Medical  Dispensainj. — At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  subscribers 
to  this  charity,  the  following  gentlemen  received  appointments  : — Co7i- 
sulting  Plujsicians,  John  Randall,  M.D.,  Winter  street  ;  and  Solomon 
D.  Townsend,  IM.D.,  Somerset  street.  Visiting  Physicians,  Henry  G. 
Clark,  M.D.,  Wards  1  and  S;  Joseph  Moriarty,  M.D  ,  Ward  2;  Francis 
H.  Gray,  M.D.,  Ward  4  ;  John  H.  Dix,  M.D.,  Wards  5,  6,  and  7  ; 
Warren  I.  Whitney,  M.D.,  Broad  street  ;  H.  B.  Inches,  JNI.D.,  Fort 
hill;  Abner  B.  Wheeler,  M.D.,  Ward  10;  H.  I.  Bowditch,  M.D.,  Ward 
11;  John  Odin,  M.D.,  ward  12;  Marceilus  Bowen,  JNI.D.,  South 
Boston. 


Travelling  Pestilence. — At  Marseilles,  the  cholera  was  abating,  when 
the  last  despatches  were  sent.  Only  24  deaths  were  caused  by  it  on 
the  6th  of  Sept.  At  Berlin,  on  the  same  day,  there  were  41  deaths  by 
cholera.  It  had  also  broken  out  at  Magdebourg,  and  some  other  places 
in  that  neighborhood.  In  Rome,  more  than  two  hundred  persons  were 
dying  daily.  Oti  the  29th  of  August  there  were  .'366  new  rases,  and  217 
deaths  ;  on  the  .30th,  .357  new  cases,  and  211  deaths.  There  were  on 
the  same  day,  1415  sick,  under  medical  treatment.  In  Italy,  generally, 
the  cholera  was  abating.  Very  suddenly,  it  had  began  to  show  itself  at 
Prague.  From  the  29th  to  the  30th,  there  were  100  new  cases  of  cholera 
and  55  deaths  at  Berlin,  and  from  the  30th  of  Sept.  to  the  31st,  102  cases 
and  64  deaths.  The  king  dispensed  with  the  usual  exercises  of  the 
guard,  and  decided  that  as  soon  as  there  shall  have  been  20  Qases  of 
cholera  in  the  camp,  the  soldiers  shall  be  dispersed.  At  Breslau,  from 
the  12th  to  the  29th,  there  were  orjly  12  new  cases.  At  Dantzic,  the 
weather  being  cold  and  damp,  the  disease  had  nearly  disappeared  on  the 
I2th.     Naples  was  almost  entirely  tree  from  the  scourge  at  the  last  dates. 


Plague  in  Germamj. — At  Sophia,  which  has  a  population  of  50,000, 
there  have  been  200  deaths  a  day.  It  is  now  spreading  along  the  right 
bank  of  the  Danul)e,  and  may,  if  it  journeys  more  northward,  associate 
its  terrors  with  its  sister  pestilence,  the  cholera.  This  horrible  pesti- 
lence, plague,  is  gradually,  but  positively  creeping  into  Europe,  and  un- 
less some  uncomrnon  sanative  exertions  are  immediately  enforced  to 
hetn  it  in,  and  have  its  power  exhausted  where  it  now  is,  a  desolation, 
unexampled  in  the  history  of  disease,  will  assuredly  mark  its  fearful  pro- 
gress. The  continent  seems  destined  to  be  overrun  by  this  all-devour- 
in2  minister  of  death. 


1 


Physician  of  the  Massachusetts  Gmeral  Hospital.— A  meeting  of  the 
trustees  was  held  on  Friday,  Oct.  13lh.— Dr.  James  Jackson  resigned 
his  place,  having  been  the  physician  ever  since  the  establishment  of  the 
institution,  and  Dr.  Enoch  Hale,  Jr.,  of  Boston,  was  appointed  to  the 
office  so  long  and  honorably  filled  by  Dr.  Jackson. 
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Medical  Miscellany. — It  is  very  sickly  at  Port  Gibson. — M.  Henry,  of 
IVIontreal,  is  said  to  have  discovered  a  remedy  for  hydrophobia. — Messrs. 
Fowler  and  Brevoorl  are  lecturing  on  phrenology  at  Detroit. — D.  J. 
Browne,  the  naturalist,  has  located  himself  at  Tonawanda,  n(;ar  the  Falls 
of  jNiugara. — Thirty  thousand  dollars  have  been  appropriated  by  the 
Common  Council  of  Boston,  lor  the  erection  of  a  hospital  for  the  insane 
and  idiotic,  at  South  Boston. — Dr.  B.  Ticknor  is  fleet  surgeon  of  the 
exploring  expedition,  and  attached  to  the  frigate  Macedonian.  The  as- 
sistant surgeons  of  the  same  vessel,  are  Drs.  John  L.  Fox  and  J.  J. 
Abcrnelhy.  Passed  assistant  surgeon  of  the  store  ship  Relief,  Dr.  Ed- 
ward Gilchrist.  In  the  brig  Consort,  assistant  surgeon  Dr.  Charles 
Guillon  goes  out  medical  officer. — Dr.  Sweetser  proposes  to  deliver  a 
popular  course  of  twelve  lectures  on  the  principles  of  health,  at  the  Ma- 
sonic Temple,  commencing  on  Thursday  evening,  Oct.  19th.  He  is  a  fine 
writer  and  a  worthy  man. — Two  albinos  are  exhibited  at  Philadelphia. — 
Seventeen  cases  of  smallpox  have  recently  occurred  at  Lowell. — Sick- 
ness has  abated  at  ^e\v  Orleans,  and  also  at  Natchez. — The  plague  has 
entirely  subsided  at  Smyrna. — The  yellow  fever  has  been  felt  severely  at 
JMobile,  although  the  public  authorities  attempted  to  conceal  its  exist- 
ence. From  June  to  Oct.  1st,  there  were  275  deaths,  of  which  95  were 
in  September. — The  deaths  in  Central  America,  by  cholera,  amount  to 
one  fifteenth  of  the  population. — Mr.  Diirant's  exposure  of  the  arts  and 
iujposilions,  as  they  are  called,  of  animal  magnetists,  sells  rapidly. — 
Richard  K.  Frost,  a  Thomsonian  infirmary  keeper,  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  has  been  arrested  and  held  to  bail  in  ^5000,  charged  with  having 
caused  the  death  of  T.  G.  French,  by  the  administration  of  improper 
drugs.  Dr.  Ephriam  Buck,  of  Boston,  has  given  publicity  to  a  similar 
case,  at  Maiden — the  patient  being  a  victim  to  outrageous  quackery. 

To  CoRKESPo.NDE.vTS- — Pfofessor  Mettauer's  paper  on  Amputation  of  the  Penis, 
with  the  respective  communications  of  Dr.  Hopton,  Dr.  Davenport,  Dr.  Jones,  Dr. 
Knight,  and  X.  Y.  Z.,  and  several  translations  from  the  Italian  of  Dr.  Portal,  are  on 
file  for  publication. — Dr.  Sweetser's  work  on  Digestion  was  received  too  late  for 
any  further  notice  in  this  number. 

Died, — In  Alton,  111.,  Dr.  William  S.  Emerson,  son  of  Dr.  Samuel  Emerson,  of 
Kennebunk. — In  New  Orleans,  of  yellow  fever,  Dr.  Wellington  Peabody,  son  of 
Dr.  Nathaniel  Peabody,  of  Salem,  and  Resident  Physician  of  the  New  Orleans 
Infirmary,  aged  21. — At  Scituate,  Mass.,  Dr.  Gushing  Otis. — At  West  Suffield, 
Ct.,  David  Phelps,  M.D.,  aged  30. — By  the  upsetting  of  a  stage,  near  Bainbridtre, 
Florida,  Dr.  L.  Osborn,  of  the  U.  S.  Navy. 

Whole  number  of  denth.s  in  Bo.«ton,  for  the  week  eiidinc  Oct.  21,  23.     Males,  9 — Fetruiles,  14. 

Consiiniption,  3— marasmus.  2— rheumatism,  1 — croup,  I — typhus  fever,  3— fits,  I  — cholera  lnfaf>- 
tum,  I — teelhingj  I — intemperance,  I — convulsions,  1 — htemorrhage  of  the  lungs,  2 — Intiummation 
of  the  lungs,  1— spasms,  1— stillborn,  3. 


MEDICAL   INSTPvUCTION. 

The  subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  civing  medical  instruction.  A  convenient  room 
has  been  provided  for  this  purpose,  which  will  be  open  to  the  students  at  all  hours.  'I  hey  will  have 
access  to  an  extensive  medical  library,  and  every  other  necessary  facility  for  the  acquirement  of  a 
thorough  medical  education. 

Opportunities  will  be  offered  for  the  observation  of  diseasesand  their  treatment  in  two  Dispensary 
districts,  embracing  Wards  1,  2  and  3.  and  in  cases  which  will  be  treated  at  the  room  daily. 
InstriKtion  will  be  given  by  clinical  and  other  lectures,  and  by  examinations  at  least  twice  a  week. 
Suflirienl  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  Anatomy. 

For  further  information,  application  maybe  made  at   the  room,  over  103  Hanover  street,  or  to 
the  subscribers.  EPHRAI.M   BUCK,  M.U. 

ASA  B.  S.NOVV,  M.n. 
E .   VV  A  f /r  E  R  I.  F-  .\  C  H ,  Ar .  D. 
Boston,  .august  9,  1837.  HENRY  G.  CLARK,  M.D. 

JOSEPH  MORIAfiTY,  M.D. 
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VACCINE   VIRUS. 

PHTsicrAns  in  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  prociiie  ten  quills  charged  with  Pure  VjccifCB 
Virus  by  return  inaii,  on  addressing  the  editor  of  the  Boston  jMedical  and  t^urgical  Journal,  enclos- 
ing one  dcA\di,  past  paid,  wiilii.ut  which,  no  letter  will  he  taken  from  tlie  post  oflice.  Oct.  25. 

UNIVERSITY   OF   THK    STATE    OF   NEW   YORK. 

COLLEGE    OF    PHYSICIANS    AND    SURGEONS. 
THE  Lectures  commence  oa  the  tirst  Monday  of  November  of  each  year,  and  continue  for  four 
months. 

J.  Augustine  Smith,  .M.D.,  Professor  of  Physioloey. 

Alexander  II.  Stevens,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery,  (to  lecture  at  the  .V.  York  Hospital.) 

Joseph  .Mather  Smith,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  and  Clinical  Medicine. 

Edward  Delafield,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  W  omen  and  Children. 

John  B.  Beck,  .\l.U.,  Professor  of  .Materia  .Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

John  '1'orrey,  M.U.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Botany. 

Joh.v  R.  Rhinelander,  .\I.U.,  Professor  of  .A.nato:iiy.     (Lectures  on  General,  Surgical  and  Patho- 
locicai  .\natoiiiy.) 

Alban  G.  Smith,  .\I.L).,  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

Amariah  Brigham,  .M.D.  Lecturer  on  Special  Anatomy. 

Demonstrators. — James  CIuacke.nbush,  iLD.,    J.  B.  Swett,  M.D. 

The  expense  of  attending  a  complete  course  of  Lectures  by  all  the  I'rofessors,  is  $108.  The  matricu- 
lation fee,  which  is  §5,  entitles  the  student  to  the  use  of  the  College  Library.     Graduation  fee,  S25. 

Oct.  4— 4t.  NICOLL  H.  DER'ING,  M.U.,  Registrar. 

MEDICAL    SCHOOL   OF   HARVARD    UNIVERSITY.  ~ 

THE  Medical  Lectures  in  Harvard  University  will  begin  on  the  first   Wednesday  in  November,  in 
Mason  street,  Boston,  at  9   o'clocl<,   A.   M.,  and  continue  thirteen   weeks.     Fur  the  following  four 
week*,  the  Hospital  and  Dissecting  room  will  be  kept  open,  and  some  Lectures  will  be  given,  with- 
out ailditional  expense,  to  such  students  as  may  remain. 
The  following  Courses  of  Lectures  will  be  delivered  to  the  class  of  the  ensuing  season.        Fees. 
Anatomy,  by  Edward  Retnolds,  M.D.*  §15 

Chemistry,  by  John   W.   Webster,  M.D.  15 

Midwilery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  Walter  Changing,  M.D.  10 

Materia  .Medica  and  Clinical  Medicine,  by  Jacob  Bigelow,  M.D.  10 

,  Principles  and  Operations  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  by  Geo.  Hatward,  M.D.       10 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  John   Ware,  .M.D.  15 

By  an  additional  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  the  opportunities  for  the  study  of  Prac- 
tical Anatomy  are  now  placed  upon  the  mnst  liberal  footing,  and  an  ample  supply  of  subjects  for  the 
wants  of  science  will  be  legally  provided  at  a  small  expense. 

Tiie  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  is  open  without  fee  to  students  attending  the  Lectures  of  the 
physicians  and  surgeons.  Clinical  Lectures  are  given  several  times  in  each  week,  and  surgical  opera- 
tions are  frequent. 

To  tlie  Medical  College  is  attached  a  Medical  Library,  a  costly  and  extensive  Chemical  Apparatus, 
and  Collections  illustrative  of  Midsvifery,  Materia  .Medica,  and  Healiliv  and  Morbid  Anatomy. 

WALTER  CH  ANNING, 
Boston,  July  5,  1837.  tXov.  1.  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine. 

*  Professor  John  C.  Warren  being  in  Europe,  and  having  announced  his  intention  not  to  return 
this  winter,  the  Corporation  of  Harvard  University  have  appointed  Edward  Reynolds,  M.D.,  Lecturer 
on  Anatomy  tlie  ensuing  winter.  Professor  Hay  ward  has  also  been  appointed  to  deliver  the  Lectures 
on  Operative  Surgery.  Sept.  27.  W.  CH.AXXING,  Dean. 

[Printers  whose  papers  contain  the  advertisement  of  the  Lectures,  are  particularly  desired  to  insert 
the  above.] 

MEDICAL    INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  w  ill  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms  : 

'I'he  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  ofthe  Massachusetts  General  Hospital, and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.  Ins:ruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  ofthe  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  V\'nnien  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry,  by  Dr.  CHAnniifG. 
On  Physiology,  Pa;hology,  'I'herapeuiics,  and  Materia  Medica,  -  -      "      Dr.  Ware. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  -  .....  "       Db.  Oris. 

On  .\natomy,         ..--  ......  .  >'       Un.  Lewis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  withiiit  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fee-i  are  $100 — to  he  paid  in  advance.  Nocredit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Roslim,  nor  for  a  longer  fieriod  than  six  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  the  Treniont  House, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHANNING, 

JOHN   WARE, 
Cct.  18— tf  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

WINSLOW   LErt'IS,  JR 


T:{E  B'l.STON  .MEDICAL  .WD  SURGICAL  JOIJR.V^I'  is  published  every  Wednesday,  hy 
n.  CLAPP,  JR.  at  11*4  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Fiankliii  Street,  to  w  lioni  all  coniniiinicaiion's 
ni'Ht  be  ad:lressed,po.<t-/»ii'/.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  conlaiiiinc  the  weekly 
nuui'iers  ofthe  preceding  innnth,  stitched  in  a  cover  J.  V.  C.  S.MITII,  .M.D.  Editor.— I'r  ice  s:!,()0  'a 
veir  in  advance.  ■^:l. 50  after  three  months,  and  $-1,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year. —  Agents  allowed 
every  seventh  copy  gratis — Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
gaiisfactory  reference.— Postage  the  same  as  for  a  Newspaper. 
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AMPUTATION   OF   THE  PENIS. 

BY     JOHN    P.    METTAUEK,    M.D.    OF     VIRGINIA. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  diseases  which  render  a  resort  to  this  horrid  mutilation  necessary,  are 
generally  of  such  a  nature  as  to  leave  their  unfortunate  subjects  to  choose 
between  their  death-like  tendencies,  and  the  appallins:  operation  which 
forms  the  subject  of  this  article.  Notwithstanding  the  many  painful 
considerations  which  unite  to  render  such  a  dismembering  one  of  the 
most  important  steps  in  operative  surgery,  there  are  others  not  less  so, 
connected  with  the  operation  itself,  because  ihey  occasionally  involve 
the  safely  of  the  individual,  and  even  life  itself  is  placed  in  imminent 
jeopardy  by  them  in  some  instances. 

All  surgeons  must  have  experienced  some  difficulty  from  the  traumatic 
accidents,  which,  according  to  the  present  modes  of  operating,  occasion- 
ally follow  amputation  of  the  penis.  Hemorrhage,  in  an  especial 
manner,  sometimes  presents  itself  as  a  most  perplexing  and  troublesome 
occurrence;  indeed,  it  is  to  be  regarded  in  every  case  of  such  amputa- 
tion, as  a  necessary  and  unavoidable  concomitant  upon  the  present 
modes  of  operating.  The  shrinking  away  and  deforming  retractions  of 
the  member,  also  essentially  embarrass  the  after-treatment,  and  add  to 
the  perplexities  of  the  surgeon.  By  the  present  mode  of  operating  it  is 
impossible  to  prevent  the  sudden  effusion  of  blood  from  the  cavernous 
and  spongy  textures,  as  soon  as  they  are  divided  ;  and  this  occurrence 
greatly  adds  to  the  difficulty  of  restraining  the  arterial  hemorrhage  by 
suddeidy  converting  the  penis  into  a  flabby  and  soft  membranous  state 
of  the  orsan,  which  renders  the  mouths  of  the  bleeding  arteries  ex- 
tremely difficult  of  access.  In  despite  of  the  various  expedients  hither- 
to employed,  much  blood  is  invariably  lost  during  the  operation,  and 
sometimes  the  hemorrhage  has  actually  proved  fatal. 

The  older  surgeons,  to  enable  them  to  s;uard  against  hemorrhage  in 
such  cases,  sometimes  removed  the  diseased  portion  of  the  penis  by  liga- 
ture around  the  organ,  and  applied  so  firndy  as  to  intercept  the  farther 
supply  of  blood  to  the  extremity  beyond  it,  with  a  view  of  causing  its 
death  and  separation,  by  the  sloughing  process.  In  this  manner  the 
removal  of  a  diseased  penis  was  once  effected  by  the  celebrated  Ruyscli ; 
but  the  process  being  exceedingly  tedious  and  painful,  it  has  not  gained 
lavor  with  surgeons,  notwithstanding  it  received  the  sanction  of  Hunter's 
high  authority. 

la 
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Several  other  methods  of  ainputatini^  the  penis  have  been  adopted 
and  proposed  by  surgeons  ;  but  none  of  them  have  furnished  the  pro- 
per guards  against  tlie  accidents  which  have  been  pointed  out.  The 
phin  recommended  by  Calliseu,  an  eminent  Danish  surgeon,  unites  some 
valuable  agencies,  but  is  nevertheless  defective,  inasmuch  as  it  does  not 
secure  to  the  surgeon  the  means  for  guarding  against  hemorrhage,  and 
the  inconvenient  shrinking  and  retraction  of  the  penis,  as  soon  as  the 
cells  of  it  are  cut  across.  Tlie  cautions  against  drawing  the  skin  back 
with  some  force,  and  the  directions  to  employ  a  catheter  in  the  urethra, 
are  the  only  steps  in  his  morle  of  operating  v\orthy  of  imitation  ;  and  as 
far  as  our  experience  extends,  we  decidedly  approve  of,  and  have  adopt- 
ed, them  in  our  operations,  with  very  inconsiderable  modifications  of  our 
own.  According  to  Callisen's  method,  as  soon  as  the  circular  incision 
divides  the  integuments,  the  corpora  cavernosa,  cor|)us  spongiosum, 
and  urethra,  are  to  be  cut  through  on  a  plane  with  the  incision  of  the 
skin,  by  a  single  stroke  of  the  knife.  Some  operators  advise  the  draw- 
ing (in  the  direction  of  the  glans),  of  the  integuments,  before  they  are 
divided,  with  the  design  of  removing  as  much  of  them  as  possible,  un- 
der the  impression  that  there  will  be  a  superabundance  unless  this  is 
done,  after  the  division  of  the  cells  of  the  cavernous  and  spongy  textures. 
Sabatier  adopted  this  practice.  His  mode  of  operating  is  also  exceed- 
ingly simple  :  it  is  effected  by  a  single  stroke  of  the  knife,  which  di- 
vides the  skin,  corpora  cavernosa,  corpus  spongiosum,  and  urethra,  upon 
the  same  plane.  After  these  sections  are  formed,  the  arteries  are  to  be 
secured  by  separate  ligatures,  and  the  oozing  of  blood  from  the  cells  of 
the  spongy  textures  to  be  restrained  by  the  application  of  sponge  to  the 
surface  of  the  stump,  or  fine  lint,  or  agaric  and  styptics.  It  has  also 
been  advised,  as  a  means  of  restraining  the  oozing,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  favor  the  healing  of  the  stump,  to  introduce  into  the  urethra  a  canula 
or  catheter,  to  cover  the  surface  of  the  stump  with  the  integuments,  and 
to  confine  thetn  with  adhesive  plasters,  until  adhesion  takes  place. 

These  plans  are  defective  ;  and  a  mode  of  operating  which  will  sup- 
ply the  desiderated  aid,  cannot  fail  to  rob  amputation  of  the  penis  of 
much  of  its  danger,  and  to  give  to  the  surgeon  the  proper  control  over 
an  operation  intrinsically  simple  and  easy  of  execution. 

The  sudden  collapse  of  the  penis,  as  soon  as  its  cavernous  cells  are 
emptied  by  the  division  of  the  elastic  ligament,  and  the  constant  ten- 
dency of  it  to  retract  still  farther,  as  long  as  the  cells  effuse  blood,  w'ill 
always  render  the  application  of  the  means  in  the  traumatic  stage — par- 
ticularly such  as  are  designed  to  arrest  hemorrhage,  and  to  supply  dress- 
intrs — exceedingly  troublesome.  In  our  practice  we  have  found  them 
so  ;  and  the  first  intimations  which  directed  to  the  plan  of  operating  we 
have  since  adopted,  and  propose  to  describe  in  the  sequel  of  this  paper, 
were  presented  by  a  case  we  treated,  and  much  to  our  satisfaction,  as 
well  as  to  that  of  the  patient. 

Our  operation  consists  of  several  stages: — 1st.  The  introduction  of 
a  canula  into  the  urethra,  of  a  size  sufficient  to  place  the  canal  some- 
what upon  the  stretch,  and  to  extend  some  distance  beyond  the  point 
at  which  the  section  is  to  bo  performed.    This  canula  may  consist  either 
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of  silver,  box,  or  any  other  liiird  substance  ;  the  elastic  gum  would 
answer  very  well,  possibly  better  than  any  other  material,  but  it  would 
not  resist  the  edge  of  a  sliaip  knife  with  sufficient  certainty  to  entitle  it 
to  a  preference  in  such  an  operation.  In  the  next  place  we  advise  the 
skin  to  be  rendered  smooth  l)y  a  very  gentle  retraction  of  it,  and  a  circu- 
lar section  of  it  about  three  or  four  lines  from  the  diseased  margin  of 
the  glans.  By  a  still  further  retraction  of  it,  the  elastic  ligament  is  brought 
into  view,  when  the  third  step  of  the  operation  is  to  be  accomplished 
by  inserting  a  strong  hgaiure,  well  waxed,  at  points  between  the  corpus 
spongiosum  and  corpora  cavernosa  on  opposite  sides,  and  on  the  dorsum 
of  the  penis,  a  little  exterior  to  the  groove,  on  its  most  superior  aspect  ; 
thus  inserted,  the  ligature  resembles  the  basting-thread  of  an  unfinished 
garment,  with  the  extreu)ilies  on  the  median  line  of  the  dorsutu.  At 
this  point  a  noose  nuist  be  foiined,  by  passing  the  ends  of  the  thread 
through  it  often  enough  to  form,  when  they  are  drawn,  the  surgeon's  knot. 
This  done,  the  fourth  step  of  the  operation  is  to  be  effected,  by  sud- 
denly and  forcibly  tightening  the  noose  around  the  penis,  until  the  arte- 
ries and  cells  are  firmly  and  completely  compressed  between  its  grasp 
and  the  convex  surface  of  the  canula  in  the  urethra.  In  the  execution 
of  this  step  the  ligature  must  be  instantly  tightened,  or  the  pain  may 
become  insupportable.  The  force  of  the  compressing  noose  may  now 
be  fixed  by  the  addition  of  a  second  knot.  Taking  care  now  to  exam- 
ine the  situation  of  the  canula,  and  to  know  that  the  extremity  within 
the  urethra  is  considerably  beyond  the  point  at  which  amputation  is  to  be 
effected,  the  fifth  step  of  the  operation  is  to  be  accon)plislied  by  a  sweep 
of  the  knife,  similar  to  the  moveiuent  perforiued  in  the  amputation  of 
the  limbs,  by  which  the  compressed  textures  are  to  be  divided  about 
two  lines  anterior  to  the  ligature,  and  the  knife  made  to  cut  fairly  down 
to  the  canula.  The  excised  parts  are  now  to  be  removed,  and  may 
generally  be  drawn  over  the  projecting  portion  of  the  canula.  After 
washing  the  parts,  the  canula  should  be  adjusted,  and  then  the  super- 
fluous parts  of  the  ligature  are  to  be  cut  off  within  three  lines  of  the 
knot.  Thus  arranged,  it  cannot  possibly  be  displaced.  In  the  per- 
formance of  the  section  no  pain  is  experienced,  nor  will  there  be  a  drop 
of  blood  effiised,  if  the  ligature  has  been  properly  tightened.  The  re- 
traction of  the  penis  which  attends  upon  this  operation,  does  not  proceed 
from  loss  of  blood,  as  it  takes  place  with  the  commencement  of  the 
incision  of  the  skin  ;  it  doubtless  proceeds  from  pain  of  the  parts  during 
the  operation,  and  the  mental  state  necessarily  connected  with  such  an 
operation.  Reaction  very  soon  restores  the  parts  to  a  state  of  corn- 
parative  tension  and  fulness.  The  skin  may  now  be  drawn  over  the 
face  of  the  stump  quite  down  to  the  canula,  so  as  to  leave  the  cut  mar- 
gin in  contact  with  it,  in  which  position  it  is  to  be  confined  by  adhesive 
strips,  and  a  soft,  narrow  bandage.  After  the  bandage  is  well  secured 
around  the  stump,  the  extremity  of  the  canula  nmst  be  included  in  the 
noose  of  a  strong  liciature,  well  waxed,  to  prevent  its  sli[)|)ing  oft",  and 
this  should  be  attached  to  the  dressing  of  the  stump,  to  prevent  the 
dislodging  of  the  canula  from  the  urethra.  It  will  not  be  necessary  to 
remove  the  dressing  for  four  days.     Should  the  tube  become  obstructed, 
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it  may  be  openeil  with  a  probe.  When  tlie  dressing  is  removed,  if  the 
ligature  is  Ibiind  to  be  loose,  it  may  be  cut  away  ;  if  not,  it  sliould 
remain  longer.  As  soon  as  the  ligature  is  removed,  the  canula  may  be 
withdrawn  for  the  first  time,  but  must  be  replaced,  and  kept  in  the  canal 
for  some  weeks,  or  the  orifice  may  close  up,  and  produce  suj)pression  of 
the  urinary  flow. 

In  eight  or  ten  days,  by  this  simple  mode  of  operating,  a  perfect  cure 
may  generally  be  effected  ;  and  if  the  disease  requiring  the  amputation 
shall  not  render  the  removal  of  a  large  portion  of  the  member  neces- 
sary, it  leaves  a  stump  of  great  neatness  to  console  the  unfortunate  indi- 
vidual, and  will  serve  all  the  common  purposes  of  life — even  the  pro- 
creative  in  some  instances. 

Our  experience  in  amputation  of  the  penis  enables  us  to  state,  that 
extensive  cancerous  conditions  of  the  glans  and  prepuce,  and  of  long 
standing,  should  not  discourage  the  operation,  even  when  the  inguinal 
glands  are  enlare^ed  to  some  extent.  These  glands  may  be  affected  by 
the  irritation  of  the  diseased  prepuce  or  glans  penis,  and  take  on  the 
inflaminatory  action,  which  results  in  their  enlargement  merely  as  a  sym- 
pathetic disturbance  ;  or  they  may  become  enlarged  in  consequence  of 
irritation  in  other  and  remote  parts,  accidentally  associated  with  the  can- 
cerous affection,  and  in  both  cases  free  from  the  cancerous  irritation.  Un- 
der such  circumstances,  amputation  might  be  performed  with  the  certain 
prospect  of  successfully  arresting  and  eradicating  the  disease.  It  is 
often  the  case  that  cancer  of  the  penis  occurs  witli  individuals  laboiing 
at  the  same  time  under  a  varicose  state  of  the  branches  of  the  saphena. 
and  varicose  ulcers  on  different  parts  of  the  corresponding  extremity. 
In  such  cases,  the  varicose  affections  generally  precede  the  cancerous  ; 
and  they  uniformly  produce,  soon  after  their  occurrence,  more  or  less 
sympathetic  enlargement  of  the  inguinal  glands,  and  before  the  cancer 
begins. 

Oct.  12,  1837. 
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[CommiinicaieU  rorthe  Boston  .Medical  and  SuraicalJnurna!.] 

The  want  of  success  which  attends  the  arduous  labors  of  many  of  the 
medical  profession  in  their  practical  career,  aiises,  in  many  cases,  from  a 
very  obvious  cause,  which  they  have  never  been  led  sufficiently  to  in- 
vestigate— that  is,  by  a  rigid  adherence  to  formality.  We  are  all  aware 
of  the  unsuccessful  results  which  oftentimes  occur  in  the  daily  routine 
of  practice — results,  thwarting  at  once  our  best  directed  essays  for  the 
removal  of  some  inveterate  disease.  None  of  our  medicines  appear  to 
have  the  desired  effect ;  in  vain  we  resort  to  the  materia  medica,  till  we 
nearly  exhaust  every  article  which  seems  likely  to  benefit  or  relieve. 
At  last  some  unforeseen  event  takes  place,  which  puts  the  patient  in  an 
unmediate  state  of  convalescence.  The  result  of  such  a  favorable  oc- 
currence, iinpels  us  to  ascribe  the  cure  to  the  medicine  last  given,  be  it 
what  it  may.     This  accounts  for  the  popularity  of  the  celebrated  nos- 
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trums  and  quack  rocipes  which  fill  (he  public  journals  of  ihe  day. 
Ti)ese  spoiiliineoiis  icsulls  inspire  many  practitioners  with  a  blind  sort  of 
confidence  in  the  worst  of  cases.  Tliey  see  (headful  forms  of  disease 
somelimes  get  well,  while  their  patients  are  taking,  some  particular  arti- 
cle ;  but,  I  fear,  they  lose  sight  of  the  vis  medicatrix  naturae,  whose 
efTicacy  often  confers  an  undeserved  reputation  on  almost  every  article 
of  the  materia  medica.  However  nature  overcomes  the  disease,  it  only 
serves  to  confirm  their  prejudice.  A  preposterous  belief  in  the  possi- 
bility of  discovering  some  peculiar  ren)edy,  calculated  for  every  sort  of 
disease  (mirabile  dictu),  for  every  stage  and  state  of  it,  has  been  one  of 
the  urealest  absurdities  which  has  disgraced  the  practice  of  medicine. 
From  idiosyncrasy,  one  would  naturally  suppose  it  would  require  but 
little  intelligence  to  discern,  that  from  the  same  genera,  many  distinct 
species  arise,  varying  according  to  the  age, constitution,  and  habits  of  the 
diseased.  Therefore  it  is  evident  that  no  single  plan  of  treatment  can 
be  invariably  right,  and  ])roductive  of  happy  consequences.  Too  often 
the  salutary  ojH'ration  of  the  vis  medicatrix  naturs  has  been  mistaken 
for  a  sort  of  proof  of  the  good  effect  of  several  inert  and  pernicious 
remedies.  And  it  has  not  been  properly  remembered  how  many  dis- 
eases would  get  well  of  themselves,  nay,  how  many  do  actually  undergo 
a  cure,  notwithstanding  all  the  difficulties  created  by  bad  and  unskilful 
practice. 

A  variety  of  management  is  necessarv,  as  exemplified  in  the  different 
stages  of  inflannnaiion,  ulceration,  mortification,  &c.  If  we  follow  the 
advice  of  some  writers,  we  are  to  dress  all  wounds  the  first  day  with  a 
certain  application,  the  second  day  with  another,  and  other  alterations 
follow  every  rising  of  the  sun.  But  this  mechanical  and  unscientific 
way  of  legislating  in  surgery  by  the  clock  or  sun  dial,  is  totally  inconsis- 
tent with  every  notion  1  can  form  of  right  practice.  Whatever  degree 
of  credit  practitioners  may  take  upon  themselves,  from  such  spontaneous 
results,  the  majority  of  such  cases,  I  think,  ought  to  be  ascribed  to 
nature.  The  candid  and  judicious  practitioner  should  not  always  think 
a  plan  of  treatment  right,  because  his  patient  gets  well  ;  for  there  is  an 
essential  difference  between  a  cure  promoted  by  really  useful  means, 
and  an  escape,  notwithstanding  the  employment  of  unskilful  ones. 
These  are  important  fiicts  to  be  remembered,  in  judging  of  the  true 
merit  of  any  preventive  methods  of  treatment.  These  mistakes  have 
had  as  much  influence,  as  credulity,  in  conferring  a  temporary  reputation 
upon  quackery.  Let  it,  therefore,  ever  be  borne  in  mind  that  one  plan 
of  treatment  will  never  answer  in  every  case  of  tlie  same  disease,  for 
diseases  are  greatly  modified  by  circumstances.  The  judgment  is  an  im- 
portant faculty  to  be  exercised  in  discriminating  when  to  vary  the  modus 
operandi  according  to  the  exigences  of  the  case.  All  these  are  impor- 
tant facts,  and  worthy  of  consideration.  The  ph}sician  can  never  be 
guided  in  all  circumstances  by  any  fixed,  invariable  rides.  He  cannot 
practise  one  continued  round  of  application,  but  must  conform  himself 
to  existing  indications.  When  he  does  this,  he  wmII  not  so  often  have 
cause  to  regret  his  ill  success,  nor  be  subject  to  the  mortification  con- 
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sequent  upon  the  ag2;ravation  of  the  disease,  ab  origin,  by  his  reinechal 
means. 

I  iniglit  enlarge  upon  this  interesting  then)e,  but  I  forbear.  A  word 
to  the  wise  is  sufficient.  X.   Y.  Z. 

South  Venice,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  ISth,  1837. 


OPIUM   IN    RHEUMATISM— ADDITIONAL   OBSERVATIONS. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  JNledical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

In  the  Journal  I  observe  much  is  said  on  the  subject  of  opium  in  the 
treatment  of  rheumatism.  Allow  me  to  ask  one  question.  Will  opium 
cure  a  case  of  rheumatism  of  fifteen  years  standing?  1  have  a  case  of 
this  duration  on  hand,  which  I  am  very  anxious  to  cure. 

Opium,  as  a  remedy  in  rheumatism,  has  been  long  known  to  me,  and 
is  a  preferi'ed  therapeutical  agent  under  ceitain  circumstances.  1  have 
employed  it  about  twenty  years — first  in  die  form  of  Dover's  powders, 
which  in  those  days  was  a  fashionable  prescription  ;  afterwards,  in  pills 
or  tinctures  :  and  finally,  morphia,  &;c.  &.c.  But  I  do  not  know  that  I 
have  ever,  in  a  single  instance,  cured  a  case  of  rheumatism  by  opium. 
I  admit  that  opiutn  will  allay  pain  and  irritation,  and  that  excruciating 
pang  pecuhar  to  this  disease,  and  no  doubt  it  is  the  best  remedy  for  this 
particular  purpose  ;  but  whether  opium  radically  removes  the  disease,  is 
another  question.  In  my  hands  I  apprehend  it  never  has.  The  subject 
above  alhided  to  can  always  have  his  pains  relieved  by  opium,  morphia 
or  colchicum  ;  or  even  emetic  tartar,  he.  And  this  is  all  opium  can  do 
for  him  ;  for  he  is  at  this  hour,  as  he  was  fifteen  years  ago,  unable  to 
move.  No  treatment  or  remedy,  that  I  am  acquainted  with,  has  been 
left  untried.  He  has  consulted  physicians  far  and  near — resorted  to 
quackery  and  quack  retnedies,  steam  doctors,  catholicons,  steam  antl  va- 
por baths,  springs,  electricity,  he.  he.,  but  all  to  no  purpose.     A.  H. 

Cheraw,  S.  C,  Oct.  1th,  1837. 

P.  S. — I  have  several  other  cases  of  both  acute  and  chronic  rheuma- 
tism on  hand,  which  I  have  put  upon  a  course  of  opium,  in  order  to  test 
it  thoroughly. 


INDIAN   ARROW-WOOD. 

To  Ike  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  noticed  in  the  eighth  No.  of  Vol.  XV.  of  your  Journal,  a  note 
giving  the  botanical  nanie  of  the  "  Wahoo,"  or  "  Indian  arrow-wood," 
referred  to  by  Dr.  Fullerton,  of  Indiana.  I  thought,  at  the  time,  your 
correspondent,  J.  C.  A.,  labored  under  a  mistake  in  regard  to  lhe[_arti- 
cle,  but  was  not  at  that  time  sufficiently  positive  to  warrant  a  cor- 
rection of  it.  I  should  not,  perhaps,  have  thought  of  it  again,  but 
in  my  botanical  excursions  this  suimner  and  fall,  I  found  the  article, 
called  by  th,e  above  common  names  in  this  country,  and  upon   a  careful 
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exaniination  I  found  my  first  impression  was  correct.  It  is  not  a  vibur- 
num, nor  in  fact  of  the  same  natural  family.  It  is  the  Euonymus  atro- 
purpureus,  the  natural  order  Celastrinea  of  Linnaeus  and  other  authors. 
I  am,  however,  of  llie  opinion  that  it  is  classed  wrong.  All  the  speci- 
mens I  liave  found,  and  they  are  not  a  few,  have  only  four  stamens,  a 
perfectly  crucial  corol,  and  a  very  peculiar  quadrangular  four-celled 
capsule.  It  is  put  in  the  ni'lh  class,  and  first  order,  in  the  books.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  it  may  occasionally  be  found  to  vary  from  my  speci- 
mens ;  identity,  however,  is  all  that  is  necessary.  It  is  a  small  shrub, 
from  four  to  eight  feet  high,  bearinij;  very  small,  dark-pur[)le  flowers,  on 
rather  long,  slender  axillary  foot  stalks,  irregularly  interspersed  on  the 
main  stalk  and  larger  branches,  within  a  foot  or  two  of  the  tops  ;  rarely, 
if  ever,  found  on  the  extremities  of  either. 

The  stem  has  smooth,  opposite,  square  branches  ;  leaves  petiolate, 
oblong  lanceolate,  accuminate,  serrate,  pubescent  beneath  ;  peduncles 
divaricate,  iiiany  flowered.      Fruit  smooth,  bright  red. 

The  bark  of  the  root  is  thick,  and  of  a  light  yellow  or  whitish  color, 
and  very  bitter, 

I  wish  to  add  my  testimony  to  the  statement  of  Dr.  Fullerton,  in  re- 
gard to  its  hydragogue  cathartic  properties;  and,  still  farther,  Ironi  con- 
siderable experience,  I  can  speak  with  confidence  of  it  as  a  most  valu- 
able remedy  in  chronic  asthma.  I  have  used  it,  in  a  strong  infusion,  in 
some  long-standing  and  exceedingly  obstinate  cases,  with  entire  success. 
Its  efFects  are  slow,  but  permanent,  and  it  probably  acts,  in  this  disease, 
by  giving  tone  to  the  digestive  organs  and  the  whole  system,  and  keep- 
ing up  a  regular  action  of  the  bowels.  It  must  have  been  observed  by 
all  who  have  had  nmch  experience  in  this  disease,  that  it  is  almost  inva- 
riably accompanied  with  a  furred  tongue,  and  symptoms  of  general  de- 
rangement of  the  digestive  organs  in  particular.  And  it  is  from  its 
peculiarly  salutary  effects  in  regulating  the  bowels  and  giving  tone  to  the 
digestive  apparatus,  that  I  suppose  it  acts  beneficially  in  this  disease  ; 
though  it  may  have  a  more  extended  action  on  the  system  than  I  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  assigning  it.  At  all  events,  I  thir)k  it  well  worthy 
a  place  in  our  materia  medica,  and  deserving  more  extensive  experi- 
ments than  have  heretofore  been  made  with  it.  I.  G.  Jones. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  Sejjt.  I9th,  1837. 
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To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 

Sir, — Creosote  appears  to  me  to  be  preferable  to  any  other  medicine 
now  in  use  in  this  most  frightful  complaint,  where  it  takes  place  from  a 
relaxed  state  of  the  vessels  after  parturition,  or  at  any  other  time  when 
the  system  is  in  a  similar  state.  I  have  given  it  in  a  few  cases,  and- it 
operated  like  a  charm.  1  administer  it  as  follows.  R.  Alcohol  dil.  3i. 
creosote  git.  60.  M.  take  7>\-  every  third  hour  in  a  little  sweetened 
water.  As  soon  as  the  haemorrhage  is  arrested,  diminish  the  quantity 
taken  at  a  time,  and  give  at  longer  intervals. 
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This  medicine  allays  nausea,  and  operates  favorably  by  not  retarding 
the  action  of  the  bowels.  1  have  given  the  same  piepaialion  in  one 
case  of  haemoptysis,  and  the  resnlt  was  truly  flalterinL;. 

I  make  this  conmnmication,  that  others,  more  favorably  situated,  may 
test  the  efficacy  of  creosote  in  these  complaints,  and  be  led  to  give  us 
the  result  of  their  practice.  I  am  not  now  aware  that  any  one  has  ad- 
ministered creosote  in  like  circumstances.  Yours  truly, 

Truro,  Oct.  I8th,  1837.  N.  J.  Knight,  M.D. 


PHYSIOLOGICAL   AND    THERAPEUTICAL    PROPERTIES    OF    PURE 

TANNIN. 

The  process  discovered  by  M.  Pelouze,  for  the  extraction  of  tannin  in 
a  pure  state,  from  the  substances  containing  it,  is  now  familiar  to  every 
chemist,  and  has  thus  given  the  physician  an  opportunity  of  experiment- 
ing with  this  substance,  free  from  all  extraneous  combinations.  This 
has  been  lately  done  by  M.  Cavarra,  the  result  of  whose  experiments 
we  now  lay  before  our  readers. 

The  author  commenced  by  administering  this  substance  to  animals. 
Several  large  strong  dogs  were  2;iven  from  two  to  twelve  grains,  without 
any  accidents  being  produced,  or  any  other  symptoms  occurring,  than  a 
most  obstinate  constipation.  Having  established,  in  this  manner,  that 
pure  tannin  possesses  no  poisonous  qualities,  M.  Cavarra  took  three  pills, 
each  containing  two  and  a  half  grains,  for  three  successive  days.  The 
result  was  an  obstinate  attack  of  constipation,  which  lasted  for  eight 
days,  and  was  only  dissipated  on  the  ninth  by  two  drops  of  croton  oil. 
An  exactly  similar  effect  was  produced  on  two  other  healthy  individuals, 
who  took  the  tannin  in  the  same  dose. 

It  now  remained  to  determine,  if  possible,  in  what  way  tannin  produces 
so  powerful  an  effect  on  the  nmcous  membrane  of  the  intestinal  canal. 
A  dog,  in  which  the  maximum  of  constipation  had  been  attained  by 
giving  large  doses  of  tannin,  was  killed.  The  intestinal  mucous  mem- 
brane was  found  to  be  dry.  The  fascal  matter  was  extremely  hard,  and, 
as  it  were,  parted  against  the  sides  of  the  colon.  On  examining  the  sur- 
face of  the  mucous  membrane  with  a  strong  magnifier,  the  villosities  and 
their  pores  were  found  considerably  contracted.  From  these  and  several 
other  experiments,  the  author  concludes,  that  tannin  acts  chemically  on 
the  intestinal  mucous  surface,  in  the  same  way  that  it  acts  on  the  skin  of 
an  animal,  and  produces  constipation  by  the  restriction  which  it  causes 
in  the  secreting  parts  or  tissues. 

The  superiority  of  pure  tannin  over  such  substances  as  contain  it  in 
greater  or  less  quantity  (nux.  gal.,  Sfc),  is  incontestible.  Its  relative 
power  is  much  superior,  but  experience  alone  could  decide  whether 
pure  tannin  possessed  any  medicinal  properties  or  not.  The  first  experi- 
ment which  the  author  uiade,  was  on  a  lady  who  was  affected  with 
diarrhoea,  of  an  obstinate  nature,  for  sixteen  months.  Every  kind  of 
treatment,  including  a«;tringent3,  had  been  tried  without  success.  After 
the  administration  of  five  pills,  each  containing  a  quarter  of  a  grain,  the 
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diarrhcea  completely  disa|)peareci,  and,  in  addition,  the  lady  found  her- 
Sfcir  cured  of  a  leucorilicEa,  uilli  which  she  had  been  affected  (or  the 
last  eighteen  years.  It  is  now  a  year  since  this  lady  has  been  cured, 
and  she  continues  to  enjoy  perfect  health. 

This  first  experiment  proves  that  tannin  acts  not  only  on  the  mucous 
membrane  witii  which  it  is  in  contact,  but  also  exercises  a  marked  influ- 
ence on  all  the  mucous  tnendjranes  of  the  body.  Other  cases  soon 
confirmed  this  conclusion.  Thus,  a  young  woman,  who  was  affected 
with  chronic  [)ulmonary  catarrh,  was  cured  with  six  grains,  administered 
in  the  dose  of  a  quarter  of  a  grain  per  day.  It  would  be  impossible  to 
give  an  account  here  of  all  the  cases  of  diarrhcea,  catarrh,  &ic.,  which 
have  been  cured  under  the  hands  of  the  author  by  the  use  of  tannin. 
We  shall,  therefore,  content  ourselves  by  simply  transcribing  the  con- 
clusions to  which  the  experiments  of  M.  Cavarra,  with  this  new  medici- 
nal agent,  have  conducted  him. 

1st.  That  pure  tannin,  by  producing  a  degree  of  impermeability  of 
the  mucous  membrane,  and  also  by  its  action  on  the  nervous  system, 
cures  diarrhoea,  leucorrhoea,  and  chronic  catarrh. 

2d.  That  its  efficacy  in  haemoptysis,  uterine  hemorrhage,  and  gonor- 
rhoea, is  also  well  demonstrated.  The  author  reports  having  cured  two 
old  claps,  one  dating  fifteen,  the  other  twenty  years. 

Tannin  may  be  given  in  the  form  of  pill,  or  lavement,  or  as  a  draught, 
and  in  the  dose  of  from  a  quarter  to  two  grains,  without  producing  any 
unpleasant  constipation,  but  its  effects  must  be  observed  with  a  little 
care.— Bui.  Titer ap.,  March,  1837. 


TREATMENT   OF   EXTENSIVE   BURNS   AND   SCALDS. 

[At  the  close  of  a  report,  in  the  Western  Medical  Journal,  of  several 
cases  of  scalding  by  steam,  treated  in  the  Cincinnati  Hospital,  which 
were  occasioned  by  an  accident  on  board  the  steamboat  Flora,  near 
Cincinnati,  the  following  clinical  remarks,  by  Professor  Parker,  are 
given.] 

In  his  practical  remarks  on  the  applications  appropriate  to  injuries 
from  caloric,  the  professor  drew  a  distinction  between  burns  and  scalds. 
A  very  limited  scald  and  a  superficial  burn,  may  be  treated  in  the  same 
manner.  A  simple  emollient  or  a  refiigerant — a  bread  and  water,  or  an 
elm  bark,  or  a  carrot  poultice — or  a  compress  dipped  in  lead  water,  will 
be  sufficient,  and  equally  adapted  to  both  cases.  It  is  when  the  injury  is 
severe,  that  a  necessity  for  some  variety  in  the  topical  applications 
arises.  The  reduction  of  the  vital  powers  of  the  part,  in  deep  burns,  is 
very  great,  and  the  dressinjis  from  the  beginning  should  be  stimulating. 
It  was  in  cases  of  this  kind,  occurring  in  the  mining  districts  of  England, 
that  Mr.  Kentish  first  used  his  turpentine  liniment.  Tar  is  an  excellent 
application  to  such  bums.  An  emollient  poultice  should  be  applied 
over  these  stimulant  dressings.  Early  suppuration  is  the  desideratmn. 
If  the  state  of  excitement  which  attends  purulent  secretion  should  not 
arise  in  time,  the   part  will  lose  its   vitality.     Scalds  are   dangerous  in 
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proportion  to  their  extent.  Tlie  disease  is  confined  to  the  skin,  which 
is  ex(iui>itelv  sensil)le,  and  hring^s  into  sympathy  a  gieat  number  of  the 
vital  origans.  Bid  scahls,  tlierelbre,  do  not  require  applications  so  stimu- 
lating as  those  adapted  to  bad  burns.  Of  every  kind  of  dressings,  Pro- 
fessor Parker  prefers  the  hiiiment  of  flax  seed  oil  and  lime  water.  It  is 
slightly  stimulatinir,  emollient,  and  calculated  to  exclude  the  atmosphere, 
the  action  of  which  on  the  skin  denuded  of  its  cuticle,  is  always  inju- 
rious. It  is  only  when  the  surface  chanj^es  from  a  bright  to  a  dark  red, 
indicating  passive  congestion,  with  but  liit'e  tendency  to  puriforn)  secre- 
tion, that  the  Kentish  liniment,  and  other  exciting  applications,  are  re- 
quired, or  even  proper.  To  this  remark,  however,  exceedingly  superfi- 
cial scalds,  not  amounting  to  vesication,  are  an  exception  ;  as  such  are 
often  successfully  treated  with  whiskey  and  other  alcoholic  lotions,  which 
seem  to  introduce  a  new  ai-tion  into  the  jjart.  The  Professor  doubts 
the  propriety  of  applying  liniments  of  while  lead  extensively  to  parts 
denuded  of  their  cuticle.  They  may  act  on  the  nervous  system  as 
poisons.  In  the  granulating  stages  of  scalds,  he  has  a  very  favorable 
opinion  of  lint  dipped  in  cold  water;  provided  it  is  covered  with  oiled 
or  varnished  silk,  to  prevent  evaporation  and  exclude  the  air.  It  is  ac- 
ceptable to  the  feelings  of  the  patient,  and  favorable  to  early  and  health- 
ful cicatrization. 

Further  Remarks  by  Professor  Drake. — At  the  close  of  the  treat- 
ment of  these  cases,  the  Professor  took  occasion  to  point  out  to  the  pupils 
some  of  the  difficulties  attendant  on  the  constitutional  treatment  of  ex- 
tensive scalds.  The  nervous  function  is  prostrated  ;  not,  however,  by 
a  narcotic,  but  an  agent  whose  ultimate  or  secondary  action  is,  to  produce 
inflammation  and  a  [dilogistic  diathesis.  Therefore,  while  the  vital 
powers  are  t^reatly  reduced,  there  is  a  tendency  in  the  central  organs 
to  inflaunnalion.  Tliis  tendency  is  greatest  in  the  brain.  Hence  the 
symptoms  of  phrenitis,  in  the  patients  wliose  cases  have  been  narrated; 
and  the  actual  existence,  on  dissection,  of  the  products  of  inflammation 
in  the  case  of  S.  D.  The  professor  observed,  that  from  the  very 
nature  of  the  injury,  such  cases  would  always  be  liable  to  a  sinister  ter- 
mination. If  j)atients  were  over  stimulated,  they  would  certainly  die  of 
acute  inflammation — if  depleted,  they  would  sink.  Depletion  could 
not  reach  the  inflammation,  while  the  prostration  of  the  nervous  power 
continued  ;  and  blood-letting  was  apt  to  increase  and  prolong  the  con- 
stitutional irritation,  even  when  it  did  not  occasion  death.  In  this  com- 
bination of  irritation  and  inflammation,  he  supposed  the  best  remedy 
was  the  compound  of  opium  and  tartarized  antimony,  in  a  solid  form — 
tlie  latter  being  used  in  large  doses,  after  the  manner  of  the  Italian  physi- 
cians.    Sometimes  full  vomiting,  followed  by    an  anodyne,  is  beneficial. 


SELECTIONS    FROM    FOREIGN    JOURNALS. 

Deformity  succeeding  Burns  of  the  Arm. — Performing  the  operation 
for  their  removal  by  a  sinij^le  incision  cannot  remedy  this  deformity  to 
any  great  extent,  as  it  will  be  almost  impossible   to  prevent  the  cicatrix 
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from  asairi  contractini,^  as  the  wound  heals.  The  operation  I  now  detail 
will  answer  heller  than  either  of  those  proposed  by  Uupnytien  and  Mr. 
Roberts,  of  Bangor.  Make  tivo  incisions,  so  close  to  the  arm  and  fore- 
arm as  lo  include  a  portion  of  the  norn)al  integuments  of  both.  An  in- 
cision of  this  description  giving  to  the  excised  part  a  triangnlar  form,  a 
good  deal  of  blood  necessarily  (lows,  but  it  is  easily  restrained  by  pres- 
sure. By  this  mode  the  arm  is  brought  immediately  to  nearly  its 
natural  form,  and  the  wound,  while  healinfj,  is  much  less  disposed  to 
contract.  Lint,  smeared  with  a  little  simple  ointment,  to  the  raw  sur- 
faces, is  to  be  used,  and  two  fracture  splints,  on  the  arm  and  fore-arm, 
are  to  be  applied,  with  moderate  pressure.  That  portion  of  the  treat- 
ment on  which  depenrls  the  success  of  the  operation,  consists  in  keep- 
in<i  up  a  proper'  extension  by  suspending  from  the  urist  a  weight,  of  at 
fiist  one  and  a  half  pounds,  and  increasing  the  weight  as  the  cure  pro- 
ceeds ;  at  the  same  time  binding  at  the  wrist  and  top  of  the  shoulder  an 
elastic  piece  of  bamboo  band,  drawing  with  a  bandage  the  centre  of  it 
towards  the  bend  of  the  arm  ;  this  is  of  much  consequence,  as  it  forms 
an  antagonist  power  to  the  flexors,  which  the  patient,  to  receive  tempora- 
ry relief  from  the  suspended  weight,  constantly  throws  into  action.  Two 
cases  which  I  treated  in  this  manner  have  succeeded  quite  to  my  satis- 
faction ;  one  of  them,  a  robust  jail  prisoner,  wlio  received  the  injury 
eight  years  since — the  other,  a  delicate  boy,  aged  14  years,  whose  de- 
formity was  of  four  years'  standing. — Dr.  Chapman,  in  the  India  Medi- 
cal Journal. 

Caution  respecting  the  Numerical  Method. — In  1774  Stoll  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  hospital  of  the  Santa  Trinite,  and  found  the  regisier  kept 
by  bis  predecessor  during  fourteen  years.  This  rejiister  indicated  each 
year  the  general  mortality,  and  the  mortality  of  malignant  fever  during 
twelve  years.  In  1769  the  hospital  lost  in  malignant  fever,  I  in  3  1-2. 
In  1772,  1  in  11,  the  medium  being  1  in  7.  Referring  to  such  facts  as 
these,  at  a  late  meeting  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine  in  Paris,  M. 
Bousquet  concluded  that  too  much  importance  should  not  be  given  to 
the  minute  calculations  of  medical  statistics,  lest  they  should  prevent 
the  practitioner  from  studying  the  particular  case  which  he  is  treating. — 
London  Lancet. 

Dr.  Mondiere  on  Incontinence  of  Urine. — It  has  been  said  that  this 
infirmity  generally  ceases  at  puberty,  which  is  by  no  means  the  case, 
though  it  occasionally  disappears  in  girls  when  the  catamenia  comes  on. 
Moral  means  to  cure  this  complaint  are  only  salutary  with  idle  children  ; 
they  are  totally  useless  in  weakness  of  the  sphincter  of  the  bladder. 
This  complaint  cannot  always  be  attributed  to  general  debility,  but 
rather  to  partial  atony  of  the  organs.  Tonics  cannot,  therefore,  have 
much  influence  on  the  disease,  and  we  have  seldom  found  a  cure  from 
their  sole  employment.  A  young  lady,  with  whom  it  ceased  on  the 
day  on  which  the  catanienia  appeared,  had  for  several  years  taken  wine, 
meat,  and  tonic  medicaments.  However,  some  tonics  and  stimulants 
have  proved  efficacious.  Canlharides  may  be  safely  recommended. 
Dr.  Roth  has  cured  it  by  rhatany  ;  sub-carbonate  of  iron  may  also  be 
employed.     The  patients  should  drink  good  wine,  mixed  with  ferruginous 
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water,  and  take  exercise.  Dupuytren  was  a  great  advocate  for  cold 
baths.  Aroiiialic-plant  batlin,  employed  by  Lallemand,  are  prefeiable 
to  cold  balds;  at  least  ten  are  requisite.  We  doubt  the  use  of  elec- 
tricity, thoui^h  it  is  tnuch  lauded.  Cuppins,  blisters,  and  nioxas,  on  the 
perineum  have  been  successful  ;  but  more  advantage  is  derived  from 
cailieterism,  which  is  strongly  recommended  by  Baudelocque.  M. 
Mondiere  chiefly  advises  nux  voniica,  8  grains  of  the  extract,  with  a 
drachm  of  oxide  of  iron,  in  24  pills,  3  to  be  taken  daily. —  Con.  and 
Brit.  31.  Rcvieiv. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,     NOVEMBER    1  ,     J837. 


A   TREATISE   OF   DIGESTION.* 

Dr.  Sweetser,  of  whom  mention  has  heretofore  been  made  in  terms  of 
commendation,  has  laid  the  community  under  renewed  ohligations  :  he 
writes  on  subjects  of  the  hit^hest  importance  to  all  classes  of  people,  and 
in  a  manner  to  be  [jerfectly  understood.  It  has  been  the  complaint,  since 
medicine  was  taught  as  a  science,  that  physicians  have  only  written  for 
each  other;  and  to  render  it  morally  impossible  for  those  not  initiated  into 
the  my.-iteries  of  the  craft,  to  derive  wisdom  from  their  literary  labors,  all 
the  dead  languages,  it  is  said,  since  the  confusion  of  Babel,  have  been  put 
in  requisition,  to  barricade  their  arts.  When  treatises  lilie  the  one  now 
under  consideration,  or  that  on  Pulmonary  Consumption,  by  the  same 
author,  are  presented  in  the  plainest  dress,  in  the  vernacular  language 
of  the  country,  and  purposely  fitted  to  the  meridian  of  all  intelligent  per- 
sons, it  must  be  acknowledged  that,  if  the  coinplaint  was  just,  a  happy 
revolution  has  been  effected  in  this  respect.  But  it  is  no  part  of  our  de- 
sign, in  this  bibliographic  notice,  to  discourse  on  the  faults  of  past  ages, 
or  to  hold  up  to  special  admiration  the  improved  condition  of  our  own. 
That  much  might  be  said  of  both,  cannot  be  questioned  ;  but  the  next 
epoch  in  medicine  will  produce  a  revulsion.  The  fashion  of  this  day 
will  be  severely  reprobat(>d,  because  a  disposition  is  manifested  to  study 
a  little  of  everything,  without  becoming  thoroughly  instructed  in  anything. 
There  is  nothing  to  fear,  however,  from  a  Iree  dissemination  of  the 
laws  of  life  :  the  more  men  know  of  their  own  organization  and  the  ten- 
ure of  existence,  the  less  dis|)osed  they  will  be  to  hazard  the  loss  of  that 
which  is  infinitely  precious.  An  elementary  knowledge  of  anatomy, 
physiology,  and  [)athology,  is  a  death-blow  to  quackery.  Nothing  would 
so  suddenly  and  cflx'ctijally  exterminate  the  entire  army  of  American 
quacks,  as  a  series  of  volumes,  in  the  manner  of  Dr.  Sweetser's,  widely 
circulated  over  our  vast  republic.  Those  pests  of  society — who  like 
leeches  draw  directly  upon  the  fountain  of  vitality — flee  before  the  potent 
energies  of  a  well-taught  mind. 

•  A  Treatise  on  DigeslK'n,  ;iii<l  Uie  rtisniders  inciilent  to  it,  which  are  cninprehonded  under  the 
term  OvipEPiiA  ;  .iil.ipli^il  to  iiciK^rtil  re.nders.  Ry  W'illiiin  Sweetser,  M.D.,  autlior  of  a  Treatise  on 
Coaaumptioo,  &c.     Boalon  :  T.  M.  Carter,  ]837.    8vo.  p.  3o9. 
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That  Dr.  Svveetser  does  not  look  to  the  profession  for  readers,  is  evi- 
dent from  tlie  consti  uction  of  the  work,  though,  we  can  assure  him,  they 
will  be  amongst  the  foremost  in  both  |)atrnnizing  and  sustaining  him. 
And  we  feel  sale  in  preilicting  its  popularity  in  any  country  where  the 
English  language  is  spoken.  The  style  is  clear  and  concise — the  deduc- 
tions philosophical,  and  in  strict  conformity  to  the  teachings  of  those  who 
are  revered  in  the  schools.  VVMiile  we  earnestly  recommend  its  purchase 
to  our  brethren,  we  would  with  more  earnestness  urge  it  upon  the  multi- 
tude. Its  influence  would  be  of  the  best  kind — as  it  speaks  plain,  com- 
mon-sense truth  in  relation  to  the  important  subject  of  health. 

In  twenty-one  cha|)ters,  the  author  treats  of  nutrition  and  digestion  ; 
mastication  and  digestion  ;  deglutition  ;  function  of  the  stomach  ;  chyli- 
fication  ;  passage  of  the  chyle  ;  hunger  and  thirst  ;  the  food  of  animals 
and  man  ;  also  the  disorders  of  digestion.  As  a  whole,  though  we  can- 
not say  that  it  is  strikingly  new,  yet  it  is  a  capitally  well-executed 
treatise. 


Practical  Instntclion  in  .Animal  Magnetism. — Part  second  of  the  trans- 
lation of  J.  P.  F.  Deleuze,  now  in  progress  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  by  T. 
C.  Hartshorn,  Esq.,  has  reached  the  bookstores.  When  the  whole  un- 
dertaking has  been  completed,  we  shall  fulfil  our  design  of  exaniining 
this  inexplicable  matter  in  detail,  as  a  medical  agent. 

Curiosity  prompted  us  to  visit  Providence,  the  last  week,  expressly  to 
have  an  interview  with  Miss  Brackett,  the  blind  clairvoyant,  who  sees 
best,  as  the  Irishman  said  at  the  depot,  when  she  caimot  see  at  all  !  To 
Mr.  Hartshorn,  Dr.  Capron,  Dr.  INIiller,  beside  n)any  other  gentlemen 
of  that  city,  we  take  this  opportunity  to  express  our  obligation  for  their 
polite  attentions  in  facilitating  the  object  of  inquiry.  When  we  re- 
turn from  a  second  examination,  which  it  is  proposed  to  make  some 
ten  or  twelve  days  hence,  our  medical  readers  will  be  furnished  with  the 
result. 


American  Medical  Lihrarij  and  Intelligencer. — The  editor,  in  the  16th 
of  October  Number,  reminds  us  of  a  mistake  occurring  in  this  Journal, 
some  weeks  since,  in  relation  to  the  lectures  in  the  University  of  Vir- 
ginia, which  were  stated  to  begin  in  JVovember.,  and  that  the  [)rofessors 
Were  the  same  as  last  year,  "  the  truth  being  that  the  lectures  are  adver- 
tised to  commence  on  the  first  of  September  ;  and  that  of  the  three  pro- 
fessors of  the  last  session,  one  has  resigned  and  another  died."  We 
take  no  offence  in  being  set  right  in  this  matter.  How  the  mistake  was 
made,  with  the  prospectus  in  hand,  quite  puzzles  us: — but  so  it  is,  and  it 
gives  us  pleasure  to  correct  it.  Once  more,  we  are  told  that  in  speaking 
of  strychnine,  we  alluded  to  doses  of  one  sixteenth  of  a  grain,  as  too  injini- 
iessimul.  On  reflection,  this  strikes  us  as  being  of  more  importance  than 
we  at  first  conceived  it  to  be,  and  it  therefore  requires  a  reconsideration. 


Bill  of  Mortality. — The  superintendent  of  burial  grounds  has  frequent- 
ly shown  us  the  returns  made  by  some  physicians,  to  his  office,  which 
are  outrageously  at  variance  with  the  nomenclature  of  diseases  which 
was  agreed  upon  by  the  jNIedical  Association.  It  will  be  as  difticult  to 
make  up  the  bill  of  mortality  for  the  year,  in   December,  as   it  ever  has 
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been,  unless  those  on  whom  it  obviously  devolves  to  correct  the  evil,  are 
under  all  circumslances  determined  to  conform  to  their  own  proposal  to 
the  citv  government.  Mr.  Hewes  is  certainly  disposed  to  co-operate 
with  the  profession  in  presenting  a  scientific  arrangement,  hot  he  will 
have  his  ntatc-h,  on  the  very  lirst  trial.  As  tie  has  carefully  filed  the 
returns,  it  would  be  worth  the  while,  for  those  who  are  curious  in  these 
matters,  to  call  in  and  examine  some  of  the  chaotic  materials,  from  which 
the  ne.\t  \n\\  of  mortality  of  the  city  of  Boston  is  to  be  constructed. 


JVe?o  York  Lifm^-in  Asylum. — A  call  upon  the  benevolent  people  of 
the  city  to  contril)ute  to  that  institution,  to  sustain  it,  shows  very  clearly 
that  no  permanent  funds  were  originally  provided  for  its  existence.  The 
Lying-in  Hospital  of  Boston,  long  before  patients  were  received,  was 
well  located  and  amply  endowed — and  as  no  representation  has  ever 
been  made  to  show  that  it  was  wanting  in  anything  necessary  to  carry 
into  successful  operation  the  charitable  intention  of  the  founders,  it  is  to 
be  [)resumed  that  no  call  like  that  now  made  on  the  citizens  of  new  York. 
is  likely  to  be  made  here. 


United  States  Army  Surgeo7is. — W.  L.  Wharton  has  received  the  com- 
mission of  Surgeon,  from  July,  vice  Dr.  Minis,  resigned.  \V.  S.  King, 
of  Penn.,  and  F.  L.  Sewall,  of  Alabama,  have  been  created  Assistant 
Surgeons  in  the  Army,  from  Oct.  13th. 


Lectures  on  Life. — Mr.  Graham  is  delivering  a  course  of  lectures  on 
his  favorite  subjects,  life,  health,  and  longevity,  at  Clinton  Hall,  New 
York,  which  do  not  appear  to  be  so  well  attended  as  the  same  kind  were 
in  this  neighborhood.  The  comp'aint  that  the  discourses  are  individually 
interminable,  is  no  new  excuse  for  not  going  to  hear  them.  JMankind 
are  not  willing  to  be  dragooned  into  long  life. 


Exploring  Expedition. — Ample  hospital  stores  have  been  provided  for 
this  interesting  voyage  to  the  South  Pole.  Various  kinds  of  clothing, 
to  meet  all  sorts  of  climates,  are  provided  at  the  expense  of  government, 
which  are  among  the  most  necessary  appendages  of  the  medical  depart- 
ment. Various  antiscorbutics  cnnstuute  another  important  item.  Dr. 
Ticknor  has  had  so  much  experience  on  the  ocean,  tiiat,  together  with 
the  means  at  his  disposal,  no  fleet  has  ever  been  better  prepared,  medi- 
cally, for  a  voyage  of  discovery. 


JVaral  Surgeons. — A  board  of  naval  surgeons,  for  the  examination  of 
assistant  surgtions  for  pro(noti(>n,  and  candidates  for  admission  into  the 
navy  as  assistant  surgeons,  will  be  convened  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
on  the  first  Monday  in  December  next.  The  board  will  consist  of  Sur- 
geon \V.  P.  C.  Barton,  President.  Surgeons  Thotuas  Harris,  Mordecai 
Morgan,  Thomas  J.  Boyd,  and  Thomas  Dillard,  Members. 


Health  of  Mobile. — The  Board  of  Health  of  Mobile  officiallv  announced 
on  the  loth  inst.   that   there  were  at  that  time  in   the  city  ten  or  twelve 
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cases  of  niJilijinant  disease,  some  of  Avhicli  were  evidently  yellow  fever. 
The  nnnouncemcnt  was  make  to  correct  exaj/ijeratcd  reports,  and  to 
warn  strangers  atraiiist  coiniiijij  to  tlie  city  to  remain  any  lcii<fth  of  (iine, 
until  cold  weallier  sets  in  pertnancMilly,  as  most  of  the  cases  have  origi- 
nated with  those  who  have  been  ahsc.it  during  the  sunimer. 


Statistics  of  Health. — It  a[)pears  that  in  manhood  when  one  person  in 
one  hundred  dies  annually,  two  are  constantly  sick.  Calculating  from 
this  datum  and  the  yearly  mortality  of  Enfjland  and  Wales,  the  total 
numher  constantly  disable  d  l)y  sicknei^s  will  be  at  least  600,000  persrms; 
and  if  the  same  proportions  be  extended  to  Scotland  and  Ireland,!  ,130,000. 
Some  tables  prepared  from  the  facts  of  the  Portsmouih  dock  yard,  give 
these  resvilts  : — In  the  year,  one  man  in  six  is  seriously  hurt — two  in  five 
fall  ill.  Each  man  on  an  average  has  an  attack  of  illness,  either  spon- 
taneous, or  caused  by  external  injury,  once  in  every  two  years  ;  and  at 
an  average  each  disease  lasts  fourteen  days.  And  from  returns  from 
other  yards,  it  would  seem  that  the  sick  time  of  the  dock-yard  laborers  is 
seven  to  eight  per  cent,  o^  their  life  time.  The  elaborate  returns  of  the 
East  India   Company's  laborers  give  a  lower  proportion. 


JVeJt)  Medical  fVorJcs. — The  First  Part  of  a  Treatise  "  On  the  Nature 
and  Treatment  ol  Diseases  of  the  Heart,  with  some  new  views  of  the 
Physiology  of  the  Circulation,"  by  Mr.  Wardrop,  has  just  been  publish- 
ed, in  8vo.,  with  plates,  by  Mr.  Churchill,  London. — Dr.  Spillan  has  just 
issued  "  A  Manual  ol'  Percussion  and  Auscultation,  as  em[)loyed  iti  the 
Diagnosis  of  Diseases  of  the  Chest  and  Abdomen,"  pocket  size,  pub- 
lished by  T.  Jones,  Aldersgate  street,  London. 


Medical  Miscellany. — His  grace,  the  earl  marshal  of  all  quacks,  and 
inventor  of  the  matchless  sanative,  Louis  Oflen  Goelicke,  talks,  it  is  said, 
of  coming  to  America  ! — Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Mobile  during  the 
week,  ending  Oct.  7th,  35. — Williams,  notorious  in  the  annals  of  charla- 
tanism, after  having  traversed  the  Unicm  in  one  triumphant  march  of  im- 
position, notwithstanding  the  warning  voice  of  all  editors  in  the  country, 
has  finally  returned  to  New  York,  to  his  "  own  house." — Mr.  Andros  is 
giving  exhibitions  of  animal  magnetism  in  Liberty  street.  New  York, 
twice  a  day,  for  a  moderate  fee. — The  British  Association  was  recently  in 
session  at  Liverpool,  at  which,  an  interesting  paper  was  read  by  Dr. 
Warren,  of  this  city,  on  the  resemblance  between  the  mound  crania  of 
our  Western  country  and  the  Peruvian  crania. —  Dr.  Patterson  has  re- 
turned from  Europe,  and  will,  therefore,  be  in  readiness  to  commence  his 
lectures  at  the  Jefferson  INIedical  College,  when  the  term  opens. — Ani- 
mal Magnetism  is  receiving  much  attention  in  London  at  the  present 
time.  The  Baron  Dupotet  de  Sennevoye  has  been  performing  experi- 
ments at  the  University  College  Hospital,  where  he  has  one  patient  with 
whom  he  has  been  more  particularly  successful,  and  who  is  st)led,/)0)' 
excellence,  the  prima  donna  of  the  magnetic  stage.  Dr..  Elliotson  has 
given  a  lecture  at  the  same  hospital  on  the  subject,  part  of  which  we 
may  hereafter  insert  in  the  Journal. — The  "  Library  of  Useless  Knowl- 
edge "  has  just  been  published  in  London,  which  annihilates,  it  is  said, 
Hahnemann  and  Homoeopathy.  —  Dr.  Mott,  of  New  York,  now  residing 
near  Paris,  is  preparing  a  work  on  surgery. 
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PROLAPSUS  UTERI  CURED  BY  EXTERNAL  APPLICATION. 

Da.  A.  G.  HULL'S  a  rERO-AUDOMIN  AL  SUPl'ORTER  is  otreiedto  those  afflicted  with  Prolapsus 
£7jeri,  and  i)lli:;r(lise  ises  dcpeiiilins;  upon  relaxation  of  tlie  abdominal  muscles,  as  an  instrument  in 
every  IV  ly  c  ilciilateJ  Cor  relief  and  permanent  restoration  to  health.  U'hen  this  instrument  is  care- 
fully and  properly  tilted  to  the  form  of thepatient,  it  invariably  affords  the  most  immediate  iminniiity, 
from  the  distress in<j  "  drausiii;;  and  bearincdown  "  sensations  which  accompany  nearljall  visceral  dis- 
placements of  the  abdomen,  and  its  skilful  applicati:in  is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of 
radical  relief  from  the  patient  herself.  The  Supporter  is  of  simple  constructicjii,  and  can  be  applied  by 
the  patient  without  further  aid.  vVithin  the  last  two  years  700  of  the  Utero-Abdoiuinal  Supporters 
have  been  applied  with  the  most  happy  results. 

The  very  '^reit  success  which  this  instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its  examination 
by  the  "iiysician  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  pessary  liitherto  in  use.  It  isgratifying  to 
state,  that  ii  a  n  an  the  dticiJaJ  approb  ilion  of  every  member  of  the  Medical  Faculty  who  has  ap- 
plied it,  as  well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  it. 

T.n  -5  iiis;ri:)ers  h  ivin^  bean  aii.ioinleil  a<;eiils  for  the  sale  of  the  above  instruments,  all  orders  ad- 
dressed to  thsm  will  be  promptly  attended  to.     Price,  !510. 

iijWE  i  iljsD,  IJ.tstjn  ;  .3i'vid  ICim^all,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  ,  Joshua  Dl'Rgik,  Portland,  Me., 
J>5^PH  IvLCH.  Ir.  Providence,  R.  1.  ;  Elisha  Edwards,  Springfield,  Mass.  ;  N.  S.  Wouden, 
Bridgeport,  Conn.  -May  10— tini 

VACCINE   VIRUS. 

Physicians  in  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  pniciiie  ten  qnills  charged  with  Pure  Vaccike 
ViRL's  by  return  mail,  on  addressing  llie  editor  of  the  Boston  .Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  enclos- 
ing one  dzW^r,  pu.il  paid,  wihinit  which,  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  office.  Oct.  25. 

TO   MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

The  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  in  all  the  branches  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery.  A  suitable  room  will  be  provided,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  medical 
library,  opportunities  for  seeing  the-  practice  of  one  of  the  districts  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  Eye 
and  Ear  inliruiary,  and  of  attending  a  course  ot  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye. 

A  regular  course  of  recitations  and  examinations  will  include  all  the  required  professional  works. 
Anato  nical  instruction  and  private  dissection  will  form  a  prominent  part  in  the  study  of  the  pupils. 
For  further  information,  apply  to  either  of  the  subscribers.  JOHN  JEFFR1F>S,  M.D. 

R.  W.  HOOPER,  M.D. 
Franklin,  Street,  A'OB.  9,  \83G.  July  19— 6m  JOHN  H.  DIX,  M.D. 

MEDICAL    SCHOOL    OF   HARVARD    UNIVERSITY. 

THE  Medical  Lectures  in  Harvard  University  will  begin  on  the  first   Wednesday  in  November,  in 
Mason  street,  Boston,  at  9   o'clocii,   A.   M.,  and  continue  thirteen   weeks.     For  the  following   four 
weeks,  tile  H.)spiial  and  Uissectijia  room  will  he  kept  open,  and  some  Lectures  will   be  given,  with- 
out additional  expense,  to  such  students  as  may  remain. 
The  following  Courses  of  Lectures  will  be  delivered  to  the  class  of  the  ensuing  season.        Fees. 
Anatomy,  by  Edward  Reynolds,  M.D.*  $15 

Chemistry,  by  John  \V.  Webster,  .M.D.  15 

Midwifery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  Walter  Chakning,  M.D.  10 

.Materia  Medica  and  Clinical  .Medicine,  by  Jacob  Bigelow,  .M.D.  10 

Principles  and  Operations  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  by  Geo.  HavwarDjM.D.        10 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  John  Ware,  .M.D.  15 

By  an  additional  act  of  the  Lezislature  of  .Massachusetts,  the  opportunities  for  the  study  of  Prac- 
tical Anatomy  are  now  placed  upon  the  most  liberal  fi)otiug,  and  an  ample  supply  of  subjects  for  the 
wants  of  science  will  be  legally  provided  at  a  small  expense. 

Tne  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  is  ojien  without  fee  to  students  attending  the  Lectures  of  the 
physicians  and  surgeons.  Clinical  Lectures  are  given  several  times  in  each  week,  and  surgical  opera- 
tions are  frequent. 

To  the  Medical  College  is  attached  a  Medical  Library,  a  costly  and  extensive  Chemical  .Apparatus, 
and  Collections  illustrative  of  Midwifery,  Materia  Medica,  and  Healihv  and  .Morbid  .\natoiny. 

WALTER  CliANXI.NG, 
Boston,  July  5,  1837.  tNov.  1.  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine. 

*  Professor  John  C.  Warren  being  in  Europe,  and  having  announced  his  intention  not  to  return 
this  winter,  the  Corporatiim  of  Harvard  University  have  appointed  Edward  Reynolds,  .M.D.,  Lecturer 
on  Anatomy  the  ensuing  winter.  Professor  Hay  ward  has  also  been  appointed  to  deliver  the  Lectures 
on  Operative  Surgery.  Sept.  27.  W.  CHA.\.\L\G,  Dean. 

[Printers  whose  papers  contain  the  advertisement  of  the  Lectures,  are  particularly  desired  to  insert 
the  above.] 

*  .^ 

THE  BOSTON  .MEDICAL  A.N'D  SURGICAL  JOIIR.NAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
1).  CLAPP,  JR.  at  18-4  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  coniniiinications 
must  he  addressed, />o.ff-/)ai(/.  It  is  also  published  in  .Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  containinc  Ihe  weekly 
numbers  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a  cover  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  iM.D.  Editor. —  Price  S.'i,00  a 
year  in  advance.  ^:l..50  after  three  months,  anil  >;4,00ifnot  paid  within  the  year. — Agents  allowed 
every  seventh  copy  aralis. — Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
satisfactory  reference. — Postage  the  same  as  for  a  Newspaper. 
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ON    THE    USE   OF    DIGITALIS    IN   DROPSY. 

FROM     SIGMOND's     LECTURES      ON     THE      MATERIA      MEDICA. 

You  must  be  made  aware  that  dropsy  is  to  be  considered  as  the  promi- 
nent symptom  of  some  morbid  condition  of  the  body.  It  is  not  an  idio- 
pathic disease,  but  it  is  the  result  of  some  unwonted  action,  into  the 
nature  of  which,  before  you  search  for  your  remedy,  you  must  carefully 
inquire.  To  obtain  a  relief  from  the  discharge  of  the  fluid  is  of  course 
an  olTJect  of  anxious  consideration,  but  beyond  this  you  must  ascertain 
what  has  been  the  predisposing,  what  the  exciting  cause,  whether  any 
other  remedy  may  not  be  more  effectual,  whether  the  constitution  of  the 
individual  is  such  that  you  may  prescribe  an  agent  which,  when  it  does 
not  produce  good  effects,  may  become  the  source  of  mischief,  and,  in- 
deed, be  more  detrimental  than  tlie  disease  which  you  undertake  to 
cure  by  it.  ' 

Nosologists  have  applied  the  name  dropsy  too  indiscriminately  ;  they 
have  merely  taken  the  striking  symptom,  and  the  locality  in  which  the 
hydropic  effusion  has  occurred,  as  the  sole  objects  of  their  attention. 
The  disease  is,  however,  anything  but  uniform  in  its  character,  in  the 
causes  from  which  it  arises,  or  in  the  effects  which  are  consequent  upon 
it.  The  states  of  the  system  in  which  it  makes  its  inroads,  the  various 
diseased  organs  which  produce  it,  the  morbid  conditions  of  which  it  is  a 
sequela,  the  variations  apparent  in  the  urinary  secretion,  the  diversities  of 
tissues  liable  to  its  influence — all  demand  the.most  earnest  attention,  and 
must,  in  every  individual  case  brought  before  you,  be  the  subject  of  your 
inquiry  before  you  can  employ  to  advantage  the  remedies  wiiich  have 
been  [ilaced  in  your  hands. 

Since  the  days  of  Aretasus,  we  have  gained  great  experience  ;  and 
we  cannot,  at  the  present  hour,  coincide  altogether  with  the  remark 
with  which  he  commences  his  chapter  on  diiopsy.  that  "  very  few  re- 
cover from  this  disease,  and  those  rather  by  good  fortune,  and  the  kind- 
ness of  the  gods,  than  by  our  science,  for  the  gods  alone  watch  over 
great  events."  We  must  attribute  all  we  know  to  a  supreme  power  ; 
and  it  is  by  examining  and  availing  ourselves  of  all  by  which  we  are 
surrounded,  that  we  best  show  our  gratitude,  and  we  have  been  taught 
that  there  are  conditions  in  which  relief  can  be  decidedly  afforded  by 
the  art  that  we  have  studied. 

To  remove  simple  effusion,  where  no  diseased  viscus  is  present,  is  by 
.14 
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no  means  a  difficult  task  ;  but  we  have  other  objects  in  view.  Some- 
times we  are  called  upon  to  alleviate  the  most  acute  suffcrini^,  which 
arises  from  water  in  the  chest  and  in  the  abdocnen,  where  we  know  that 
no  effectual  cure  can  be  contemplated,  and  therefore  we  require  to  have 
in  our  possession  varied  means  of  action,  to  know  when  each  is  to  be 
employed  and  when  it  is  to  be  avoided.  In  some  instances,  a  combi- 
nation of  medicines  will  materially  assist  us,  and,  as  Dr.  Ferriar  has 
shown,  a  mixture  of  many  liquid  diuretics  will  be  found  eminently  useful, 
and  where  dii^italis  is  properly  united,  it  is  invaluable.  It  is  one  of 
those  medicines  which  prove  tlie  fallacy  of  the  homoeopathic  doctrine, 
for,  prescribed  with  other  drugs,  its  beneficial  consequences  are  often- 
times more  striking  than  when  alone.  Dr.  Ferriar  has  upon  this  point 
somewhat  a  fanciful  idea,  but  there  appears,  in  the  j^eneral  principle, 
much  soundness  of  judgment.  He  says,  that  he  has  been  led  by  obser- 
vation to  suspect  that  tliere  e.xists,  in  the  relative  effects  of  medicines, 
something  similar  to  the  harmony  of  colors  and  sounds,  and  that  the  im- 
pulse requisite  to  the  living  powers  of  the  body,  which  cannot  be  pro- 
duced by  a  single  impression,  may  be  effected  by  a  concurrence  or  suc- 
cession of  impressions,  in  some  measure  dependent  on  each  other.  His 
"  Observations  on  the  Treatment  of  Dropsy,"  and  his  comparison  of 
"  The  Remedies  of  Dropsy,"  two  admirable  papers,  which  are  to  be 
found  in  the  tliree  volumes  which  contain  his  uiedical  reflections  and 
histories,  fully  bear  him  out  in  his  practice,  if  they  do  not  in  his  theory. 
His  |)rescriptions  are  well  combined,  and  discriminately  applied.  They 
are  not,  as  Crashaw  has  very  fairly  termed  some  of  those  "  farragos" 
which  are  occasionally  seen  in  chemists'  shops,  "  certain  hard  words 
made  into  pills,"  but  they  are  compositions  which  deserve  attention  and 
imitation. 

With  regard  to  the  peculiar  state  of  an  individual  who  is  laboring  un- 
der effusion,  you  will  find  that  digitalis  will  not  only,  generally  speaking, 
be  useless,  but  occasionally  injurious,  when  there  is  great  natural  strength 
and  vigor,  which  have  been  unimpaired  by  the  ravages  of  disease,  where 
the  muscular  fibre  is  tense,  the  skin  hard  and  dry,  if  the  individual  be 
inclined  to  corpulence,  if  the  countenance  be  at  all  indicative  of  deter- 
mination to  the  head,  or  ve^nous  retardation,  or  if  the  habit  of  the  bowels 
be  slow  and  difficult  to  be  called  into  action. 

Dr.  Withering  first  drew  the  distinction  of  the  cases  of  hydropic  effu- 
sion in  which  digitalis  would  be  found  unsuccessful,  and,  1  believe,  the 
great  majority  of  medical  men  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  employing 
it,  coincide  with  his  view,  and  the  experience  of  the  most  acute  and  in- 
telligent practitioners  has,  on  the  other  hand,  satisfactorily  demonstrated 
that  there  are  states  in  which  it  is  pre-en)inently  efficacious.  In  weak, 
delicate,  irritable  constitutions,  where  there  may  be  present  jjiuch  laxity 
of  fibre,  a  thin,  soft,  smooth,  pale  skin,  which  in  the  anasarcous  limb 
seems  to  be  transparent,  when  upon  pressure  by  the  finger  on  tlie  sur- 
face there  appears  to  be  no  elasticity  whatever,  but  the  impression  sinks 
in  deep,  and  there  is  no  evident  power  of  resistance  ;  when  the  eniacia- 
tion  of  the  other  j)arts  of  the  body  is  very  striking,  where  the  counte- 
nance is   pale,  where   there    is   feeble   or   intermitting   pulse,  when  the 
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constitution  lias  been  much  broken  down,  more  particularly  if  it  were 
originally  strong,  sound,  and  robust,  where  any  indulgence  in  spirituous 
li(jii()rs,  bad  habits  of  life,  the  action  of  mercury,  or  any  debilitating 
cause,  has  produced  the  mischief — in  such  states  digitalis  will  be  indicated 
in  preference  to  most  of  the  diuretics,  of  which  I  shall  hereafter  have 
to  speak.  You  must  remember,  however,  that  it  is  merely  the  evacua- 
tion of  the  hydropic  fluid  that  you  will  effect ;  but  you  have  not  ad- 
vanced more  than  a  sle|)  in  the  cure  of  disease,  more  particularly  if  that 
disease  be  connected  with  disordered  slate  of  the  viscera,  or  if  it  be  at- 
tended with  [)aralysis.  It,  however,  will  do  that  which  sometimes  is  of 
as  much  importance  as  any  object  you  can  have  in  view  ;  it  will  alleviate 
the  most  distressing  symptoms,  and  you  will  gain  lime,  during  which  the 
system  may  be  enabled  to  rally,  and  then  sustain  the  impression  of  well- 
directed  energetic  remedies.  Many  have  been  the  contradictory  state- 
ments m;ide  of  the  diuretic  effects  of  digitalis,  in  consequence  of  the 
want  of  attention  to  these  principles,  which  you  will  6nd  to  be  of  vital 
importance  to  you,  and  you  will  not  fail  in  giving  relief  where  you  ju- 
diciously employ  digitalis.  You  will  hequently  be  astonished  at  the 
quickness  with  which  the  fluid  is  evacuated  ;  but  you  must  not  be  sur- 
prised at  the  rapid  accumulation  which  may  again  take  place,  when  you 
remember  what  I  have  told  you,  that  you  do  not  influence  the  disease 
which  caused  it. 

The  man  whose  name  I  scarcely  ever  venture  to  pronounce  without 
expressing  my  admiration — Sydenham — gives,  with  that  sincerity  and  love 
of  truth  which  distinguished  every  word  that  fell  from  him,  a  very  happy 
illustration  of  prescribing  for  the  name  of  a  disease  without  inquiring  into 
its  causes.  He  was  called  on  to  attend  Mrs.  Saltmash,  of  Westniinster, 
who  had  the  dropsy  in  the  greatest  decree  he  had  ever  seen,  her  belly 
being  swelled  to  an  incredible  size.  He  gave  her  an  ounce  of  syrup  of 
buckthorn  before  dinner,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  time,  and  it 
brought  away  an  almost  inconceivable  quantity  of  water,  without  causing 
any  disturbance  or  faintness.  Encouraged  by  this,  he  gave  her,  every  day, 
interposing  a  day  or  two  occasionally,  a  smaller  dose  until  she  recovered. 
He  says,  this  was  twenty-seven  years  before  he  wrote  his  treatise,  and 
the  lady  was  his  first  dropsical  patient.  Beina:  young  and  inexperienced, 
he  could  not  hel|)  thinking  that  he  was  possessed  of  an  infallible  medi- 
cine for  the  cure  of  any  kind  of  dropsy  ;  but  in  a  few  weeks  he  dis- 
covered his  error,  for,  being  soon  alter  called  on  to  attend  another  wo- 
man afflicted  with  the  dropsy,  which  succeeded  an  inveterate  quartan 
fever,  he  gave  the  syrup,  and  repeated  it  frequently,  increasing  the  dose 
by  degrees  ;  but  having  ineffectually  attempted  to  evacuate  the  water, 
inasmuch  as  the  medicine  did  not  operate,  and  the  swelling  of  the  belly 
increased,  she  dismissed  him  ;  and  he  adds,  "  If  my  memory  do  not  fail 
me  she  recovered,  by  the  assistance  of  another  physician,  who  adminis- 
tered more  powerful  remedies." 

It  is  upon  the  heart  and  arterial  system  that  digitalis  acts  ;  it  decreases 
the  irritability  of  the  constitution,  it  diminishes  the  frequency  of  action 
of  the  heart,  and  hence  the  circulation  through  the  system  is  so  slow, 
that  the   kidneys  have   more   time  to  take   from   the  blood  the  watery 
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portion  which  they  excrete,  for  we  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  those 
organs  are  stimulated  to  any  increased  action  by  the  herb.  The  physio- 
logical reasoning  upon  llie  action  of  digitalis  has  been  considered  to  be 
obscure,  from  its  having  been  supposed  that  it  diminished  action  in  one 
instance,  and  excited  it  in  anotl)er ;  but  I  should  attribute  the  api)arenlly 
newly-acquired  energy  of  the  kidneys,  not  to  any  stimulus  imparted  to 
them,  but  to  their  having  a  longer  period  to  act  upon  the  fluid  which  is 
detained  in  the  renal  vessels.  Some  authors  have  contended  that  digi- 
talis is  a  powerful  stimulant,  that  it  produces  flushed  face,  hot  skin,  rest- 
lessness, and  all  the  symptoms  of  febrile  action  ;  and  this  you  will  find 
to  be  the  case  where,  from  a  diseased  state  of  the  kidneys,  the  due  sepa- 
ration of  the  fluid  from  the  blood  does  not  occur,  or  where,  from  pul- 
monary disease,  the  due  transpiration  does  not  take  place  ;  for  the  sys- 
tem of  circulation  is  slowly  cariied  on  at  first,  but  if  no  elimination  from 
the  blood  occurs,  the  whole  frame  is  thrown  into  disorder,  and  a  febrile 
state  is  produced. 

Some  believe  that  digitalis  only  acts  as  an  indirect  sedative,  and  only 
when  it  accumulates  in  the  system,  and  the  experiments  of  Jorge,  at  Leip- 
sic,  are  referred  to  ;  the  herb  was  given  to  individuals  in  a  state  of  health, 
in  doses  of  a  quarter  of  a  grain  of  powder  increased  to  three  grains.  It 
produced  upon  the  alinientary  canal  marked  efl^ects,  and  this  also  oc- 
curred to  Sandrart  in  his  trials,  when  the  digitalis  was  administered  in 
powder  ;  but  I  have  before  observed  to  you,  that,  in  this  form,  it  is  liable 
to  produce  considerable  irritation  of  the  stomach  :  it  likewise  influenced 
the  brain,  a  state  resembling  intoxication  coming  on.  Upon  the  genera- 
tive system  its  power  was  strongly  marked,  even  to  the  excitement  of 
seminal  excretion  in  the  male,  and  symptoms  similar  to  the  premonitory 
sensations  which  females  experience  at  particular  periods. 

All  these  phenomena  may  depend  upon  the  retardation,  in  the  capil- 
lary vessels,  of  the  blood  ;  Dr.  Mossman,  in  the  year  1806,  was  the 
first  who  drew  the  conclusion,  from  its  influence  on  the  niinute  arteries, 
and  the  diminution  of  vascular  action,  that  it  was  strictly  a  sedative  ;  he 
went  so  far  as  to  state  that  he  could  obviate  pneuiuonic  inflammation 
with  as  much  certainty  by  it  as  he  could  arrest  the  progress  of  an  inter- 
mittent fever  by  means  of  the  bark  of  cinchona.  To  his  other  observa- 
tions I  may,  in  my  next  lecture,  draw  your  attention  when  we  tome  to 
notice  the  effects  of  digitalis  in  inflammation  and  in  phthisis. 

I  cannot,  either  with  justice  to  myself  or  to  this  very  important  dis- 
ease, detain  you  much  longer  upon  the  influence  of  this  herb  on  drop- 
sies, more  especially  as  I  shall  hereafter  have  fuller  opportunities  of  ex- 
plaining to  you  the  effects  of  diuretics,  but  I  must  observe  that,  in  hy- 
drothorax  arising  from  any  obstacle  to  the  circulation,  such  as  hypertro- 
phy of  the  heart,  when  it  is  the  termination  of  long  protracted  diseases 
of  the  thorax,  if  they  be  not  accompanied  by  disordered  conditions  of 
the  valves  of  the  heart,  digitalis  may  be  emplo\'ed.  In  ascites,  in  ana- 
sarca, dependent  upon  disordered  states  of  the  exhalent  vessels,  which 
throw  out  a  larger  quantity  of  fluid  than  can  be  absorbed,  you  produce 
good  effect  by  diminishing  the  impulse  with  which  the  blood  is  directed 
to  the  capillaries,  and  you  present  that  fluid  to  the  kidneys  for  a  greater 
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length  of  time,  in  consequence  of  which  they  can  take  up  more  to  ex- 
crete than  would  otherwise  be  the  case.  In  ovarian  dropsy  it  seldom  is 
foimd  that  digitalis  succeeds  ;  in  hydrocephalus,  in  infancy,  it  is  highly 
noxious.  Few  states  of  the  system  have  had  more  diligent  inquirers. 
Amongst  them.  Wells,  Blackall,  Parry,  Abercroinbie,  Ayre,  Yeats, 
Bostock,  Bright,  Golis,  Cheyne,  have  most  indefati<;ably  labored,  and 
the  analysis  of  the  urinary  fluid  has  been  of  late  years  looked  to  with 
the  hope  of  obtaining  a  fresh  source  of  information.  JMany  prefer  ample 
depletion  before  the  exhibition  of  this  remedy,  but  I  think  you  will  gen- 
erally find  that  when  you  must  lower  the  system  previously,  other  diu- 
retics will  be  more  serviceable,  and  I  would  strongly  urge  upon  your 
minds,  as  I  think  it  a  matter  of  deep  importance,  to  avoid,  if  possible, 
the  junction  of  these  two  means  of  cure.  It  is  true  that  after  venesec- 
tion digitalis  is  more  diuretic,  but  the  most  fatal  effects  have  occurred 
from  giving  the  heib,  where  blood-letting  has  taken  place.  To  use  an 
expression  which  I  have  somewhere  seen — "  It  kills  the  heart." 

During  the  action  of  digitalis  for  the  cure  of  dropsy,  the  recumbent 
position  is  preferable,  for,  from  the  experiments  of  Dr.  Baildon,  detailed 
in  the  "  Edinburgh  Medical  Journal,"  for  the  year  1807,  we  learn  that 
it  decreases  the  action  of  the  heart  most  when  an  individual  is  lying 
down.  He  observed  in  his  own  case,  and  he  repeated  the  experiment 
several  times,  that  after  digitalis  had  taken  its  effect,  as  long  as  he  stood 
erect,  his  pulse,  which  was  upwards  of  100,  had  not  lessened  in  fre- 
quency ;  when  he  sat  down  it  became  about  75  ;  but  when  he  lay  upon 
his  back,  it  fell  very  considerably,  and  became  as  low  even  as  40.  Dr. 
Baildon  found  that  the  saine  effect  was  produced  upon  all  those  patients 
to  whom  he  had  thought  it  proper  to  administer  the  herb.  This  efl^ect 
is  one  of  the  most  astonishing  facts  in  our  history  of  this  sedative  ;  it  is 
very  singular  that  it  has  not  excited  more  attention,  and  led  to  some  de- 
cisive experiments.  Although  Dr.  Baildon's  trials  of  this  interesting 
substance  have  been  detailed  by  a  vast  number  of  authors,  there  does 
not  seem  to  have  been  drawn  from  them  that  restdt  which  minute  inves- 
tigations would  most  probably  afford  to  us  in  our  practice. 

There  is  almost  always  some  degree  of  nausea,  of  hunger,  of  un- 
easiness, of  general  irritability  present,  whenever  digitalis  is  given  ;  in- 
deed it  would  almost  appear  to  be  necessary  for  its  salutary  influence  to 
be  produced,  and  Dr.  Paris  has  a  very  judicious  and  a  very  practical 
remark  upon  this  point,  which  I  think  will  be  fully  borne  out  by  all  those 
who  use  it,  that  every  attempt  to  prevent  these  impleasant  effects,  or  to 
correct  the  operation  of  digitalis,  by  combining  it  with  aromatic  or  stimu- 
lant medicines,  seems  to  be  fatal  to  the  diuretic  powers  of  the  remedy  : 
he  has  likewise  quoted  Dr.  Blackall,  who  objects,  in  some  cases,  to  the 
union  of  mercury,  digitalis,  and  squill  ;  to  the  combination  of  the  two 
latter,  however.  I  do  not  think  the  same  objections  arise  as  to  the  first. 

In  some  individuals  the  miserable  train  of  sensations  that  follow  upon 
the  employiTient  of  this  remedy,  precludes  the  possibility  of  persevering 
in  it  even  when  we  perceive  that  it  has  been  successful ;  nausea,  vomit- 
ing, excessive  depression  of  spirits,  and  fainting,  often  prevent  us  from 
proceeding  further  with  it,  and  as  any  attempt  then  to  combine  it  with 
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any  drug  that  might  be  supposed  to  obviate  its  bad  influence  destroys  its 
efficacy,  we  are  obliged  to  abandon  it  altogether. 

There  is  a  point  at  wiiich  we  can  no  Ioniser  administer  digitalis;  this 
is  generally  ascribed  to  its  accumulation  in  the  stomach,  but  it  seems  to 
be  rather  dependent  upon  the  very  low  tone  to  which  the  vascular  and 
muscular  systems  have  been  lowered,  for  neither  by  vomiting  nor  by 
purging  has  any  portion  of  the  digitalis  been  thrown  off',  and  the  same 
effects  are  visible  if  the  endermic  mode  of  acting  upon  the  system 
have  been  pursued.  It  is  generally  at  about  the  eighth  dose  that  the 
baneful  influence  of  the  herb  is  visible,  and  this  often  happens  whether 
the  dose  have  been  large  or  small,  whether  it  have  been  diminished  or 
increased,  whether  it  have  been  given  twice  or  three  times  in  the  course 
of  the  day  ;  some  curious  examples  have  been  quoted  by  Sandrart  in 
two  papers  which  appeared  in  the  "  Bulletin  General  de  Therapeu- 
tique,"  in  the  year  183-J.  They  present  some  very  extraordinary  results 
from  its  continued  use  ;  his  cases  were  principally  diseases  of  the  heart; 
out  of  57,  31  had  maladies  of  that  organ,  13  being  hypertrophy  without 
dilatation,  <;ight  hypertrophy  with  dilatation,  and  eight  dilatation  without 
hypertrophy  ;  they  fully  bear  out  the  great  necessity  of  caution  which 
the  wisest  and  most  experienced  men  of  our  own  country  have  so  strong- 
ly inculcated  ;  he  seems,  with  Dr.  Halloran,  Dr.  Hamilton,  and  others, 
to  consider  it  as  a  narcotic,  first  stimulating,  and  afterwards  acting  as  a 
sedative.  When  the  poisonous  effects  are  produced  after  the  symptoms 
of  disturbance  of  the  alimentary  canal  (indicated  by  the  vomiting  and 
purging,  then  vertigo,  drowsiness,  and  frequent  faintings)  come  on,  the 
skin  is  bedewed  with  a  cold  sweat,  the  tongue  and  lips  swell,  profuse 
salivation  occurs,  sometimes  the  action  of  the  kidneys  is  totally  suspend- 
ed, at  others  it  is  increased,  with  frequent  desire  to  expel  the  urine,  or  at 
others  inability  to  retain  it  is  felt ;  the  pulse  intermits  and  is  slow,  and 
delirium,  hiccoughs,  cold  sweats,  confused  vision  and  frequent  faintings 
follow,  till  death  closes  the  scene. 

Dr.  Henry  gives  us  an  instructive  example,  in  the  eighth  volume  of 
the  "  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  :" — A  female,  laboring 
under  dropsy,  took  an  over  dose  of  a  decoction  which  had  been  made 
by  boiling  two  handfuls  of  the  leaves  in  a  quart  of  water,  then  pressing 
the  mass  so  as  to  express  the  whole  of  the  liquor.  At  seven  in  the 
morning  she  drank  two  tea-cupfuls,  amounting  to  not  less  than  ten  ounces 
by  measure.  In  an  hour's  time  she  began  to  be  sick,  and  vomited  part 
of  the  contents  of  her  stomach.  Enough,  however,  was  retained  to 
excite  vomiting  and  retching  throughout  that  and  the  whole  of  the  fol- 
lowing day,  during  which  everything  that  was  taken  was  rejected.  In 
the  intervals  of  sickness  she  was  exceedingly  faint,  and  her  skin  was 
covered  with  a  cold  sweat,  the  tongue  and  lips  swelled,  and  there  was  a 
constant  flow  of  viscid  saliva  from  the  mouth  ;  very  little  urine  was 
voided  on  the  day  she  took  the  digitalis,  and  on  the  following  days  the 
action  of  the  kidneys  was  entirely  suspended  ;  when  Dr.  Henry  saw  her, 
which  was  48  hours  after  she  had  taken  the  poison,  the  tongue  was 
white,  the  ptyalisni  continued,  though  in  a  less  degree,  and  the  breath 
was  foetid  ;  tlie   pulse  was  low,  irregular,  not   exceeding  40,  and   after 
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every  third  or  fourlli  pulsation  an  intermission  occurred  for  some  seconds  ; 
she  con)|)Iained  also  of"  ti;eneial  pains  in  the  limbs,  and  cramps  in  the 
legs.  By  the  use  of  effervescing  draughts,  and  ether  with  ammonia,  she 
gradually  recovered  from  her  imperfect  health.  Dr.  Henry  states  that 
she  had  taken  no  mercury,  and  that  the  i)tyalism  was  the  effect  of  the 
dii^italis. 

Professor  Brande,  in  his  "  Elements  of  Pharmacy,"  gives  an  instance 
of  that  carelessness  which  is  sometimes  met  with  in  our  public  institu- 
tions, where  those  who  order  an  important  drug,  forget  to  give  the 
necessary  caution,  and  the  patient  continues  to  take  daily,  without  hav- 
ing any  one  to  watch  its  effects,  an  energetic  poison  as  a  remedy.  He 
says  that  he  knew  an  instance  of  a  person  who  suffered  under  anasarca 
of  the  legs,  and  who  applied  for  relief  to  a  dispensary,  where  he  re- 
ceived a  box  of  pills,  one  of  which  he  was  directed  to  take  three  times 
a  day  ;  on  the  evening  of  the  third  day,  he  complained  of  great  de- 
bility and  faintness,  and  in  the  course  of  the  night  vomiting  and  fainting 
came  on  ;  in  the  morning  he  died  upon  altem[)ting  to  get  out  of  bed. 
This  sudden  death,  from  the  influence  of  digitalis,  is  by  no  means  an 
unusual  event  ;  and  hence  it  is  advisable,  that  when  it  has  been  ad- 
ministered for  a  short  time,  exertion  should  be  avoided,  and  the  patient 
kept  in  a  recumbent  position  ;  the  slightest  movement  may  prove  fatal, 
for  the  pulse  instantaneously  quickens,  the  heart  throljs  and  labors  ex- 
cessively, and  fainting  occurs  from  which  there  is  no  recovery  ;  not  only 
have  there  been  such  instances  of  sudden  death  during  the  administra- 
tion of  the  medicine,  but  even  two  or  three  days  after  it  had  been  dis- 
continued. It  has  been  very  properly  described  by  my  late  valued 
friend.  Professor  Burnett,  in  one  of  the  best  works  on  botany  that  we 
possess,  his  "  Outlines  of  Botany," — "  as  one  of  our  most  beautiful 
native  plants,  and  one  of  our  most  active  indigenous  medicines  and  in- 
sidious poisons.  Its  influence  over  the  action  of  the  heart,  and  its 
power  of  reducing  the  rate  of  the  sanguineous  circulation,  would  alone 
render  it  an  important  remedial  agent,  but  when  to  the  above  are  added 
the  collateral  effects  on  the  kidneys  and  salivary  glands,  and  its  peculiar 
characteristic  of  lying,  as  it  were,  for  a  time,  latent,  and  accumulating 
the  power  of  repeated  doses,  so  that  by  one  fell  swoop  the  heart  is  in  a 
moment  palsied,  and  life  at  once  extinct,  it  must  be  acknowledged  that 
it  is  a  most  fearful  as  well  as  useful  drug." 

Few  medicines  have  been  nmre  fairly  tried  as  an  iatraleptic  or  cu- 
taneous medicament  in  France,  than  this  has  been  in  the  cure  of  dropsy, 
and  it  has  answered  the  most  sanguine  expectations  that  had  been  formed 
of  its  efficacy.  Dr.  Chrestien,  to  whom  we  are  much  indebted  for  his 
experiments,  has  given  us  a  fair  narration  of  the  cases  in  which  he  was 
siicces.=ful,  and  those  in  which  he  Hiiled.  He  is  borne  out  in  his  prac- 
tice by  M.  Cros  Rogery,  of  St  Geniez  ;  by  Bernard,  of  Bezieres  ;  by 
Blavet,  of  Monthozin  ;  by  Roucher,  of  Montpelier  ;  and  by  Archibold 
As|)oId.  Under  M.  Rogery's  treatment  by  the  friction  with  digitalis,  a 
case  of  dropsy  of  the  abdomen,  which  followed  upon  a  repelled  erup- 
tion, was  cured.  Under  Dr.  Chrestien,  dropsy,  the  sequela  of  scarlet 
fever,  disappeared  ;  and  dropsies  consequent  on  vascular  inflammation, 
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and  on  splenitis,  after  intermittent  fever,  have  yielded  to  friction  upon 
the  hypogastrium,  with  tincture  of  digitahs,  three  times  in  the  course  ol 
the  day.  Tlie  tincture  is  made  by  macerating,  for  a  quarter  ol  an  hour, 
an  ounce  of  the  leaves  in  three  ounces  of  alcoliol.  The  method  em- 
ployed by  Brera,  which  was  the  first  introduced,  and  therefore  some- 
what rude,  consisted  in  macerating  the  digitalis  in  saliva,  and  then  ap- 
plying it  by  friction  on  the  abdomen.  I  drew  the  attention  of  the  profes- 
sion to  what  had  been  done  in  this  way,  in  France,  three  years  ago.  I 
have  tried  the  system,  but  do  not  find  it  as  successful  as  the  internal 
administration. 


REPORT  ON   THE   RADICAL   CURE   OF   HERNIA. 

[Continued  from  page    191.] 

(  d)  Of  the  Appendages. — The  perineal  strap  is  never  wanting  in 
the  inguinal  truss  of  Dr.  Chase.  It  is  attached  behind  by  means  of  a 
sliding  loop,  through  which  pass  the  spring  and  cover.  Before,  it  is 
commonlv  secured  to  the  strap-button,  but  each  instrument  is  also  pro- 
vided with  another  button  made  expressly  for  the  perineal  strap.  This 
is  seated  on  the  lower  extremity  of  the  block-slide,  and  may  be  used  to 
give  additional  security  and  force  to  the  action  of  the  block  when  the 
lower  part  of  the  abdomen  is  very  prominent  and  loaded  with  fat.  The 
back-pad  is  a  very  important  appendage  to  the  truss,  giving  great  cer- 
tainty to  the  position  of  the  instrument,  by  protecting  from  irritation  the 
spinous  processes  of  the  sacrum,  and  filling  the  interval  between  the 
spring  and  the  integuments  along  the  median  line  on  the  back  of  the 
pelvis.  Some  very  important  improvements  have  been  made  in  the 
construction  and  mode  of  attachment  of  this  pad.  It  is  formed  of  a 
simple  circular  disk  of  tin,  about  four  inches  in  diameter,  covered  with 
soft  buckskin,  and  lightly  wadded.  A  broad  sliding  loop  of  leather  sus- 
pends it  on  the  spring  and  cover,  so  that  its  position  may  be  adapted 
exactly  to  the  size  of  the  patient  and  other  accidental  circumstances. 
This  perfectly  free  mobility  of  the  back-pad  is  believed  to  be  a  novel 
arrangement  and  one  of  high  practical  importance  ;  for  it  is  found  that 
the  parts  about  the  back  of  the  pelvis  are  so  intolerant  of  even  slight 
pressure,  when  very  long  continued,  that  the  subcutaneous  fat  becomes 
absorbed  and  the  skin  irritated  by  the  mildest  back-pad,  if  it  be  worn  in 
one  invariable  position  for  many  months  consecutively.  This  difficulty 
is  entirely  obviated  by  an  occasional  change  of  position  produced  by 
sliding  the  pad  a  little  toward  one  or  the  other  side — a  chanj^e  that  is 
not  attended  with  any  loss  in  the  security  of  retention,  and  which  is  ac- 
complished more  readily  by  the  arrangement  just  described  than  by  any 
other  known  to  the  Committee. 

Having  thus  analyzed  the  several  parts  of  the  inguinal  truss  of  Dr. 
Chase,  the  Committee  feel  bound  honestly  to  state  their  conviction  that 
this  instrument  surpasses  all  others  known  to  them  in  the  accuracy  and 
permanence  of  its  retentive  power  in  common  ini;uinal  hernia  ;  a  convic- 
tion fully  sustained  by  all  their   practical  observations  of  the  action  of 
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trusses  The  instrument  is  worn  with  so  much  comfort,  that  patient«^ 
pnerall)'  rehnquish  it  unwillingi)',  and  son.etimes  absolutely  reLed  so 
to  do,  even  when  pronounced  well  by  the  suraeon. 

Chase's  Common  Inguinal  Truss  for  the  Right  Side. 


Fig.  5— a  The  block  and 
block-fifiMfliiiiPiif. 

h  The  part  of  the  spring 
which  benrs  the  greatest  stress 
and  requires  the  highest  temper. 

c  The  termination  of  the 
spring,  made  more  flexii)le,  and 
extending  to  the  edge  of  the  os 
ilium  between  the  two  spinous 
processes  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  body. 

d  The  back-pad  seen  in  situ. 

e  The  perineal  strap  with  its 
end  thrown  round  the  extremity 
of  the  spring-cover. 


Chase's  Fentro-lnguinal  Block  and  Attachment. 


Fig.  6 — Tiie  attachment  beino 
in  all  respects  similar  to  that  in  fig'' 
2,  noTeferencos  are  required. 


Fig.   7.— Longitudinal  section  of 
the  block. 


Fig.  8— Tr,i 


ransverse  section. 


It  will  be  recolfected  that  at  the  time  of  the  Preliminary  Report  Dr 
Chase  employed  in  ventro-inguinal  hernia,  either  his  own  common  \n- 
gumal  block,  or  a  modification  of  Hood's  block  with  a  pnrabolic  projec- 
tion. The  former  did  not  furnish  sufficient  security  against  protrusion 
and  we  have  already  mentioned  that  the  latter,  though  approved  by  the 
Committee  as  the  best  solid  block  then  in  use  for  in^iunal  hernia  is  liable 
to  some  decided  objections,  not  altogether  unattended  with  dan<-er  The 
Committee,  therefore,  stated  that  they  considered  "  a  more  perfect  instru- 
ment to  fulfil  the  same  purposes,  both  possible  and  desirable  "  (Pre 
Rep^3230  Their  views  on  this  subject  having  been  freely  communi^ 
cated  to  Dr.  Chase,  who  was  already  conscious  of  the  necessity  of  im- 
provement m  this  instrument,  he  devoted  his  mechanical  talent  to  the 
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removal  of  the  dlfficuliy.  The  result  was  the  construction  of  the  ven- 
tro-inH,u"mal  block,  described  by  the  Chairu)an  under  the  head  of  Ameri- 
can Inlelliiience,  in  the  same  number  of  the  American  Journal  which 
contains  the  report  (p.  543).  At  the  time  that  the  note  was  written, 
the  Committee  had  not  enjoyed  an  opportunity  of  testing  the  practical 
application  of  this  block.  They  have  since  witnessed  its  operation  in 
many  cases,  some  of  which  were  of  a  very  unfavorable  character.  It  is 
extremely  dinkult  perfectly  to  retain  a  ventro-inguinal  or  direct  hernia 
by  any  of  the  forms  of  soft  pads,  as  it  is  indispensably  necessary  that 
those  pads  should  press  extensively  upon  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  in  order 
that  they  may  completely  guard  an  orifice  bounded  on  one  side  by  the 
pubic  bone.  This  pressure  not  only  increases  tlie  number  and  severity 
of  the  cases  of  varicocele,  a  disease  of  frequent  occurrence,  under  the 
use  of  all  trusses,  though  seldom  of  much  moment,  but  it  also  gives 
rise  occasionally  to  troublesome  hydrocele,  and  sometimes  to  wasting  of 
the  testicle.  The  form  of  Chase's  ventro-inguinai  block  is  so  accurate- 
ly adapted  to  that  of  the  os  pubis,  that  it  has  secured  the  bowel  perfectly 
in  every  instance  of  ventro-in^uinal  hernia  in  which  it  has  been  seen 
applied  by  the  Committee.  Tlie  primary  adjustment  of  the  truss  is 
considerably  more  difficult,  and  requires  more  time  and  skill  in  the  worst 
cases  of  this  accident  than  in  the  inguinal  variety,  but  the  ultimate  suc- 
cess of  retention  does  not  appear  to  be  less  perfect  when  once  accom- 
plished. The  pressure  of  this  block  upon  the  os  pubis  has  been  made  a 
subject  of  complaint  in  only  one  instance,  and  the  inconvenis^nce  then 
resulted  from  a  slight  mal-adjustment  in  the  first  application,  which  being 
corrected,  the  difficulty  never  recurred. 

[To  be  continued.] 


CONTROLLIiNG  POWER    OF   VACCINATION. 

BY  THOS.    PRITCHARD,    OF    HEREFORD,    ENG. 

[The  following  communication  was  made  to  the  London  Lancet  in  con- 
firmation of  the  ojjinion  recently  advanced  by  Mr.  Bree,  in  the  same 
Journal,  that  vaccination  has  no  power  of  preventing,  or  even  modifying, 
the  smallpox,  if  performed  after  exposure  to  the  influence  of  the 
contagion.] 

August  4.  I  vaccinated  a  very  healthy  child  in  Lugwardine,  near  this 
city  ;  the  vaccine  pustule  formed,  and  went  through  its  usual  stages. 

10.  I  took  lymph  from  the  arm  for  the  purpose  of  further  vaccination. 

16.  I  was  called  to  the  same  child,  and  found  it  laboring  under  the 
premonitory  symptoms  of  smallpox,  and  in  due  course  it  had  that  dis- 
ease in  a  confluent  form.     Fearing  that  the  nurse  might  also  become  in- 
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fectefl,!  immediately  vaccinated  her,  hui  in  ten  days  after  (altlionii,h  vac- 
cination salisractoiily  matine<l),  she,  as  well  as  the  inother  of  the  child, 
sickened,  and  hud  conlhieiit  smallpox.  Three  other  servants  in  the 
same  house  are  now  under  my  care  with  the  same  disease,  all  having 
marks  o(  early  vaccination  in  their  arms.  I  hej^  you  to  observe  that  the 
nurse,  who  was  vaccinaied,  had  a  heavier  load  than  those  who  were  not, 
and  this  I  think  clears  up  the  point,  that 

Vaccination  has  no  power  of  preventing  or  even  modifying  variola, 
if  not  had  recourse  to  before  the  system  has  become  contaminated. 


SUCCESS    OF    VARIOUS    REMEDIES    IN    THE    GRAND    HOSPITAL   OF 

PALERMO. 

[Communicated  for  Uie  Busloii  Medical  and  Siuiiical  Journal.] 

The  subjoined  table,  translated  from  Portal's  "  Trattato  di  Clinica  Chi- 
rurgica,"  is  of  some  practical  interest,  though,  of  course,  partial  and  de- 
fective in  its  character.  lis  object  is  to  give,  summarily,  the  success  of 
the  curative  means  employed  in  the  Grand  Hospital  of  Palermo,  and 
elsewhere,  during  ten  years,  from  1825  to  1835.  It  is  to  be  noticed 
that  opium,  camphor,  and  red  precipitate  are,  from  the  manner  in  which 
they  were  employed,  necessarily  excluded  from  the  table. 


Remedies. 


„  J  Aiicietil  (r;ictiire  .---..- 

^  °^      ....      ^  Lvmpliatic  abscess  of  tlic  lunmina    -         -         -         - 

Selon  in  nape  of  tlic  ^  .Mnrila  ........ 

neck  )  Chrotiic  ophilialmia,  with  opacity  of  tlie  cornea 

Clngiiinal  hernia     ------- 

I  Crural           ''               .---..- 
I  Hernia  of  the  iris           -.-... 
Iklladonna      •     -      {  Ophihaiinia 

I  Spasm  of  tlie   muscles  of  the  face  and  the  sterno-mas- 
toideiis        ------- 

[^  Umbilical  hernia 

Belladonna,  with        ^  Articular  dropsy  of  the  knee         -         -         -         . 

mercurial  ointment  j  Swelling  of  the  testicle 

Tinct.  of  Strychnia        Paraplegia 

.  .       r  »i        u-      (  Palriebral  scab 

Acetate  of  Morphia,  >p,^;^,l,.„j,]i^,.,,.,^„^f.,.^,^^p_.,,pp^,r^  -         -         - 

with  Janin  s  pomade  ^  ^^j^^ijij  granulations  of  the  Meibomian  glands - 

CE|iilepsy 

I  Opacity  of  the  cornea 

Nitrate  of  Silver         J  IJhers  upon  the  cornea 

I  Hernia  of  the  iris 

(  Fistula  laclirymalis 

,,  •  1    /-v-   .         .  fCnnfirmed  lues 

Mercurial   Ointment     (^^^^^^,^-^  ophthalmia 

""'l"sP^<=P'i^^-^  Chronic  swellings 

"""^  [  Venereal  ulcers 

Sarsaparilla   -     -     -      Confirmed  lues 

,,.      ,  <  I)rv  gangrene 

Cinchona     -     -     -     J  h,;„:1,|  do. 

Calomel       -     -     -  Ophthalmia,  internally  and  externally 

Acetate  of  Lead     -  In  collyrium  for  ophthalmia     ----- 
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Remedies  by  Surgical  Operation. 


Operations. 


Nature. 


Amputation 


Disarticulation 

Sctni-castration     - 
Hydrocele     -     -     - 

do.         ... 
Cutting  for  Fistula 


Extirpation 


Of  the  thigh  (circular) 

"      arm  " 

"       fdrenrm     " 
Of  the  inetacarpa!  of  thutnt 

"       liJiiid  (circular) 

"      phalanges  (do.)  - 

(Incision) 

(Injection)  - 

^Oftumors  .         .         . 

excrescences    - 
fungi    .         .         -         - 
polypi 
inarnina         .         .         . 


Herniotomy     - 

Extensive  cutaneous 

incisions 
Circumcision 
Resection  of  Bones 
Tapping      -     -     - 
Urethrotomy      -     - 
Rccision     -     -     - 


C  Inguinal 
■/  Crur  il 
(  Umbilical 


Of  the  knee  joint 


Of  tonsils       ... 
fin  swellmg  of  the  tonsils   ■ 
ranula        .         .  - 

hemorrhage  from  piles  ■ 
malignant  pustule 
Actual  Cautery     -      {        parulis  -         .         -         • 
epulis         .  .  - 

chronic  venereal  bubo  ■ 
parotitis    -         -         - 
caries  of  lower  jaw  and 
'Of  the  humerus 
"       femur 
"       wrist 
"       tarsus 
"       lower  jaw  - 
"       patella    - 

Of  the  radial 
"       brachial 
"       femoral 
"       temporal 
*'       crural 


Reduction  of  Luxa- 
tions. 


Ligature  of  Arteries  < 


tibia 


Removal  of  Pterygium 

For  Empyema 

Resection  of  Uvula 

Lithotomy     -     -     -       Lateral  operation 

Artificial  Pupil     - 

Fistula  lachrymalis 

Acupuncture      -     - 

Recision  of  Conjunctiva 

(  For  apoplexy 
Arteriotomy     -     -     ^         opiithalmo-blenorrhoea 
Incision       -     -     -         For  imperforation  - 
Catlii'tcrism  -     -     - 
For  Cataract    -     - 

<  Of  bladder 
Paracentesis    -    -     <       abdomen  -        - 
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Operations. 


-3 

•c 

ai 

1) 

V 

s 

z 

— 

i^ 

^ 

For  Hart'lip 
Recisiun  - 


Reduction    of  Frac- 
lures 


Amputation  of  Penis 
Extirp.  of  Ganglions 


Of  lower  lip 
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In  this  prospectus  to  his  clinical  observations  and  cases,  Signer  Portal 
presents  an  exhibition  of  success,  so  remarkable,  as  almost  to  alarm  us 
for  his  veracity.  But  it  would  be  unfair  not  to  allow  him  the  confidence 
due  to  an  ardent  lover  of  science,  at  least  after  deducting  a  reasonable 
percentage  as  a  commission  to  the  love  of  one's  own  reputation  ;  espe- 
cially when  we  can  place  by  the  side  of  what  he  claims  in  the  use  of 
belladonna,  and  the  nitrate  of  silver,  his  humiliating  admissions  in  re- 
gard to  amputating  the  breast.  He  remarks  in  a  note  concerning  the 
extract  of  belladonna  combined  with  acetate  of  lead,  that  he  has  used  it 
happily  for  acute  ophthalmia  of  severe  character,  in  cases  too  numerous 
to  calcidate.  Tlie  fatal  cases  of  amputated  breast  were  all  decided  by 
a  reproduction  of  the  cancerous  disease.  The  five  fatal  cases  following 
the  cutaneous  incisions,  were  from  extended  gangrene.  The  fatal  result 
following  the  resection  of  a  bone,  arose  from  a  fierce  menins;itis  occur- 
ring after  the  operation.  The  two  deaths  following  the  operation  of 
lithotomy,  and  the  two  from  paracentesis  of  the  bladder,  were  occasioned 
by  cysto-peritonitis.  The  single  fatal  case  of  hacimed  cervix  femoris, 
depended  on  an  attack  of  apoplexy  ;  and  that  of  fractured  femur,  on 
tetanus. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,     NOVEMBER    8,     J8  3  7. 


DR.    WARREN'S   RHINOPLASTIC   OPERATION. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  a  detailed  report  of  Dr.  Warren's  operation 
for  a  new  nose,  accompanied  by  three  lithographic  heads,  illustrative  of 
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the  appearance  of  the  parts  before  and  after  the  operation,  appeared  in 
this  Journal  several  months  ago.  The  ex[)ression  was  at  the  time — that 
it  was  one  of  the  triumphs  of  modern  surgery — the  construction  of  a  per- 
fect nasal  organ  from  the  teguments  of  the  furehfad.  As  it  has  been 
circulated  of  late  that  the  case  Wtis  not  as  successful  in  the  end,  as  was 
anticipated,  we  have  taken  pains  to  investigate  the  matter  in  person.  On 
Sunday  evening  an  interview  was  held  with  the  patient.  He  is  not  only 
in  most  perfect  health,  but  he  has  a  good  and  wholesome  facial  expres- 
sion. ]No  person,  unacquainted  with  the  tacts,  would  ever  suspect  that 
his  strongly  marked  aquiline  nose  was  wholly  taken  from  the  forehead, 
above  the  orbits.  It  might,  perhaps,  occur  to  the  spectator,  as  a  casual 
thought,  that  the  individual  had  received  a  sabre  wound  on  the  left  side  of 
the  nose,  down  to  the  corner  of  the  mouth.  He  is  a  painter,  by  profes- 
sion, and  labors  constantly — almost  forgetting  the  sufferings  through 
which  he  has  passed.  The  nostrils  are  well  turned — and  the  new  nasal 
apparatus  is  used  for  all  the  common  purposes.  If  compressed  or  closed, 
the  character  of  the  voice  is  changed — even  colds  produce  the  same 
phenomena  as  in  the  original  one. 

As  a  general  rule,  the  delects  of  the  rhinoplastic  operation  are  shown 
In  the  diminutive  size  of  the  new  nose — the  bridge  of  which  falls  down, 
ultimately,  to  a  level  with  the  face,  presenting  a  shocking  deformity,  of 
which  the  patient  cannot  divest  his  mind.  He  therefore  shuns  society, 
and  is  an  outcast,  partly  as  a  matter  of  necessity,  and  partly  from  choice. 
But  in  Dr.  Warren's  case,  the  usual  errors  of  other  surgeons,  in  this  re- 
spect, were  avoided — more  material  being  secured,  which  is  always 
safest,  as,  if  any  absorption  takes  phice,  enough  will  remain  to  maintain 
the  desired  prominence,  the  chief  character  of  the  external  organ.  A 
kind  of  muscular  motion  at  the  wings  and  at  the  root,  on  the  left  side, 
near  the  inner  canthus  of  the  eye,  is  quite  perceptible.  This  is  undoubt- 
edly effected  bv  the  fibres  of  the  levators  of  the  lip,  corrugators  and  occi- 
pito-frontalis.  JNo  diminution  in  the  size  will  probably  hereafter  take 
place.  The  operation  occurred  on  the  19th  of  September,  1836 — and  as 
no  change,  either  in  appearance  or  function,  has  since  been  manifested, 
it  is  fair  to  conclude  that  it  will  remain  permanently  as  it  is — as  perfect 
as  it  is  possible  for  an  artificial  nose  to  be.  The  sensation  is  precisely  as 
in  the  old  nose.  At  first,  the  tip,  when  touched,  appeared  to  be  on  the 
upper  part  of  the  forehead  ;  but  the  sensation  is  now  referred  to  the  point 
where  impressions  are  actually  made.  On  the  whole,  our  admiration  has 
been  greatly  increased  by  this  opportunity  of  reinspecting  the  perfect 
success  of  this  remarkable  operation. 


Smallpox. — Several  cases  occurred,  as  heretofore  stated,  a  week  or 
two  since,  in  the  city  of  Lowell.  Only  one  new  one  has  since  appeared, 
which  demonstrates  the  value  of  vaccination.  At  Nashua,  N.  H.,  one 
person  has  the  disease — a  small  child  has  died  with  it,  and  there  is  also  a 
case  at  Merrimack.  At  the  south  and  west,  where  there  was  a  preva- 
lence of  the  malady  a  few  months  since,  it  seems  to  have  been  circum- 
scribed. Vaccination  is  the  only  course  to  be  pursued  with  any  prospect 
of  limiting  the  wide-spreading  devastation  of  smallpox,  where  it  once 
makes  its  ap[)carance. 


Ainpulations. — A  good,  judicious  work  on  this  simplest  branch  of  sur- 
gery, is  as  much  wanted  in  this  country  as  any   scientific   treatise  that 
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could  be  indicated.  Every  manual,  from  the  cost  of  an  English  shilling 
to  the  dearest  books  on  o|)crative  surgery,  are  elal)orate  enough  on  am- 
putations, and  yet  scarcely  any  two  agree  in  deciding  what  tn<thod  is  best. 
It  is  precisely  so  with  the  operators  throughout  the  entire  country  :  one 
pursues  one  particular  plan,  and  a  second  adopts  another.  No  more 
conij>ilations  should  l)e  t<derated; — if  practicable,  let  us  have  an  Ameri- 
can book.  Amputations  at  the  articulations,  and  amputations  generally, 
should  be  treated  of",  and  nothing  extraneous  ought  to  be  introduced. 


Foreign  Correspondence. — An  interesting  letter  from  a  Boston  physi- 
cian, dated  at  Edinburgh,  was  received  too  late  for  this  numl)er,  but  it 
shall  have  insertion  next  week. — Dr.  Warren's  paper  read  at  Liverpool, 
before  the  British  Ass(Jciation,  on  American  Crania,  has  also  been  re- 
ceived by  the  last  packet.  Tiiis,  too,  we  propose  to  present  our  readers 
as  soon  as  other  matters  can  be  disposed  of. 


Medical  Inlroductory  Lectures. — Though  disap[)ointed  in  not  finding  it 
convenient  to  be  present  when  the  several  professors,  at  the  IVIedical 
College  in  this  city,  gave  their  introductories,  last  week,  we  have  been 
assured  they  were  highly  satisfactory.  Dr.  Lewis,  who  should  never  be 
permitted  to  leave  the  school  so  long  as  the  corporation  can  devise  ways 
and  means  for  paying  him  for  his  services,  will  render  important  assist- 
ance to  the  students  of  the  anatomical  department  the  present  term. 
Last  season,  there  was  a  general  regret  that  he  had  neither  part  nor  lot 
in  the  matter. 


Davtmoidh  College. — Ninety-two  students  compose  the  present  class. 
Of  this  number,  one  is  an  Indian  and  another  a  negro. — No  returns  have 
been  made  of  the  classes  at  Berkshire,  Fairfield,  New  Haven,  or  Cas- 
tleton.  Probably  the  publication  of  the  catalogues  has  been  postponed 
to  the  close  of  the  term. 


Borjlston  Medical  Societij. — On  Tuesday  evening,  Nov.  14th,  an  address 
will  be  delivered  before  this  energetic  association,  at  the  ]\Iedical  Col- 
lege, which  we  recommend  the  medical  gentlemen  of  the  city,  and  par- 
ticularly all  honorary  members,  to  attend. 


Blind  Institution. — Dr.  Howe,  the  director  of  this  institution,  and  a 
member  of  the  medical  profession,  who  eminently  distinguished  himself 
as  a  surgeon  in  Greece,  in  the  memorable  struggle  of  that  oppressed 
country  against  the  Turks,  will  transmit  his  name  to  posterity  in  the  char- 
acter of  one  of  the  benefactors  of  the  age  in  which  he  lives.  Llis  im- 
provements in  embossed  printing,  the  singular  advantages  of  his  al[)liabet, 
beside  various  other  devices  by  which  the  blind  are  able  to  enlarge  their 
sphere  of  knowledge  through  the  sense  of  touch,  are  meritorious  in  the 
highest  degree. 

To  CoRREspoNDRNTS. — Dr.  Carpenter's  sin^'ular  cases  of  disease  of  tlie  ute- 
rus, Dr.  Sewell  on  Double  Amputation,  with  the  interesting  letter  referred  to 
above,  are  reserved  for  next  week. 


Died, — In  Natchez,  Mi.,  of  the  yellow  fever.  Dr.  Thomas  Davis. 
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Whole  numlier  of  deaths  in  Brnton,  for  the  week  ending  Nov.  4,  21.     Males,  12 — Females,  9. 

Consumption,  9— burn.  1 — drowned,  1  —  inflammation  of  the  bowels,  1 — old  age,  1  —  measles,  1  — 
dropsy  in  the  head,  1  — inflammation  of  tlie  Inngs,  1 — inflammaliou  of  the  stomach,! — croup,  2 — 
disease  of  the  heart,   1 — paralysis,  1— stillborn,  3. 


LECTURES   ON   THE   DISEASES   OF   THE  EYE. 

Dr.  Johx  Jeffries  will  deliver  a  course  of  Lectures  on  the  .'\natoniy  and  Diseases  of  the  Eye,  at 
the  Massachusetts  Eye  and  Ear  fntirinary.  corner  of  Pitts  and  Green  stieets,  to  commence  on  the 
eighth  day  of  .N'oveuiber.  Apply  to  DR.  JEFFRIES,  No.  9  Franklin  street,  or  at  the  Infirmary,  any 
day,  at  11  o'clock,  A..M.  Nov.  1— ep3t 

MEDICAL    SCHOOL    OF    MAINE. 

The  Medical  Lectures  at  Bowdoin  College  will  coininence  on  .Monday,  the  19th  of  February,  1838. 
Anatomy   and  Surgery,   by  Joseph  Roby,  M.D.,   late    Demonstrator   of  Anatomy   iu   the   Medical 

School  of  Harvard  University. 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  ijhstetrics  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  James  M'Keen,  M.D.  . 
Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica,  by  Parker  Cleavela.nd,  M.D. 

The  .\natomical  Cabinet  and  the  Library  are  annually  increasing. 

Every  |)erson,  becoming  a  member  of  this  institution,  is  required  previously  to  present  satisfactory 
evidence  of  possessing  a  good  moral  character. 

The  amount  of  fern  for  the  lectures  is  .S5J.     The  lectures  continue  three  months. 

Degrees  are  conferred  at  the  close  of  the  lecture  term  in  May,  and  at  the  following  Commence- 
ment of  the  College  in  Se|itember. 

Professor  .M'Keen,  who  has  been  absent  duringthe  last  year,  visiting  the  hospitals  of  Great  Britain 
and  France,  will  return  to  this  country  before  the  commencement  of  tlie  lectures. 

P.  CLE.\.VELAND,  Secretary. 
BriLnswick,Oct.  1837.  Nov.  8 — eop6t 

MEDICAL   INSTIIUCTION. 

The  subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  medical  instruction.  A  convenient  room 
has  been  provided  for  this  purpose,  which  will  be  open  to  the  students  at  all  hours.  I  hey  will  have 
access  to  an  extensive  medical  library,  and  every  other  necessary  facility  for  the  acquirement  of  a 
thorough  medical  education. 

Opportunities  will  be  olTered  for  the  observation  of  diseasesand  their  iK-ntment  in  fico  Dispensary 
districts,  embracing  Wards  1,  2  and  3,  and  in  cn-ies  which  will  be  treated  ut  ihc  room  daily. 
Instru'',tioTi  will  be  given  by  clinical  and  other  lectures,  and  by  examinations  at  least  twice  a  week. 
Siirficienl  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  .\naloiiiy. 

For  further  information,  application  may  be  made  at  the  room,  over  in3  Hanover  street,  or  to 
the  subscribers.  EPHRAIM   BUCK,  M.D. 

ASA   B.  SNOW,  M.D. 
E.  WALTER  LEACH,  M.D. 
Boston,  .^uiTustO,  1837.  HENRY  G.  CLARK,  .M.D. 

JOSEPH  MORIARTY,  M.D, 

MEDICAL    INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms  : 

The  pupils  will  he  admitted  to  the  practice  ofthe  .Massachusetts  General  Hospital, and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.     Insirurtion,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  oft  he  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  .Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry,     by      Dr.  Chan>m."«g. 
Oil  Physiology,  Pathology,  'J'herapeulics,  and  Materia  Medica,  -  -      "       Dr.  Ware. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,         -  -----  "       Dr.  Oris. 

On  Anatomy,        -.--  ......  .  '<       Ur.  Lewis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  with  lut  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fees  are  $10) — to  be  paid  in  advance.  Nocredit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  looser  period  Ih.-.n  six  months. 

.Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  the  Tremont  House, 
Boston.  WALTEK  CHANNING, 

JOHN   WARE, 
Cct.  18— tf  GEORGE  W.  OTI.«S,  JR. 

WINSLOU'   LEWIS,  JR 

VACCINE   VIRUS. 

Physicians  in  any  section  of  the  United  Stales  can  procuie  ten  quills  charged  with  Pure  Vaccine 
Virus  by  return  mail,  on  addressing  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  f^urgical  Journal,  enclos- 
ing one  dollar,  post  paid,  without  which,  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  office.  Oct.  25. 


THE  BOSTO.V  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CLAPI',  J  R.  at  181  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Fianklin  Street,  to  whom  all  comniiinifations 
must  be  addressed,/(».v«-/>«i(/.  Ills  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  enrh  Part  containing  the  weekly 
num'iers  ofthe  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  SM  IT  1 1,  M.D.  Editor.— Price  $3,00  a 
year  in  advance. ^3..>0  after  three  months, and  $l,(K)ifnol  paid  within  the  year. — Agentsallowed 
every  seventh  copy  nratis. — Orders  from  a  distance  must  he  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
satisfactory  reference.— Postage  the  same  as  for  a  Newspaper. 
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MEDICAL    MEMORANDA. 

'  BY    A    BOSTON    PHYSICIAN    NOW    IN    EUROPE. 

[Communicated   for  the   Boston  Medical  and   Surgical  Journal.] 

Dear  Sir, — I  wish  it  were  in  my  |)o\ver  to  give  my  friends  at  home 
some  notion  of  tlie  advances  our  science  has  made  in  this  country.  But 
they  run  into  every  department  of  the  profession,  and  are,  of  course,  so 
numerous  that  I  cannot  descrihe  them.  To  understand,  you  must  see 
them.  It  is  no  discredit  to  our  country  that  we  do  not  keep  pace  with 
Europe  in  the  improvement  of  physical  science.  The  division  of  labor, 
the  high  rewards  of  successful  industry,  but,  above  all,  the  collision  and 
conifiarison  of  opinions  between  the  master  spirits  of  the  day,  give  to  Eu- 
rope advantages  which  America  cannot  e.xpect  to  attain  at  present.  We 
are,  however,  advancing  so  rapidly  that  we  shall  not  be  far  behind  them. 

Among  the  most  active  and  successful  cultivators  of  science,  is  Dr. 
Arnoit,  the  inventor  of  the  water  bed.  He  is  a  physician  of  an  amia- 
ble and  philanthropic  disposition,  of  very  active  habits  and  agreeable 
manners.  He  has  contrived  a  water  chair  for  invalids,  on  the  principle 
of  his  water  bed.  The  sofa,  on  which  we  sat  at  his  house,  was  of  the 
same  description  ;  and  I  would  state,  for  the  information  of  any  one  who 
may  have  occasion  to  use  the  water  beds,  that  the  water  in  this  sofa  had 
not  been  changed  for  a  number  of  years,  and  was  perfectly  sweet  at  the 
time  I  saw  it.  Dr.  Arnott  has  contrived  a  stove,  on  philosophical  prin- 
ciples, which  gives  out  nearly  all  the  heat  generated  by  combustion,  and 
of  course  must  be  a  great  advance  on  other  inventions.  The  most  es- 
sential and  peculiar  part  of  it  consists  in  making  it  a  regulator  of  the 
quantity  of  air  admitted  for  coinbustion.  This  stove  he  will  perhaps 
exhibit  at  the  meeting  of  the  British  Association  in  Liverpool,  next 
month. 

Sir  Astley  Cooper  continues  to  be  one  of  the  most  zealous  and 
successful  cultivators  of  anatomical  and  pathological  science.  Having 
acquired  an  ample  fortune,  he  has  no  occasion  to  submit  to  the  laborious 
and  responsible  duties  of  the  profession  ;  but  he  is  ready,  at  stated 
hours,  to  give  advice  to  those  who  apply,  both  at  his  own  house,  and  in 
the  town.  He  rises  early,  and  employs  two  or  three  hours  in  anatomi- 
cal and  surgical  investi'iations  before  breakfast.  Afterward^  he  receives 
patients  at  his  house  till  two;  then  visits  till  six  or  seven,  the  common 
hour  of  dinner ',  and  when  he  entertains,  which  he  frequently  does,  tbd 
15 
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evening  is  devoted  to  his  friends  ;  and  when  not,  he  commits  to  writing 
what  he  has  seen  in  the  day.  He  does  not  regularly  attend  any  hos- 
pital, though,  as  consulting  surgeon  of  Guy's,  he  is  ready  to  visit 
when  he  can  be  useful,  and  liis  attendance  is  liailed  with  pleasure  by 
the  surgeons,  as  a  gratifying  occurrence.  You  may  ask,  perhaps,  what 
subjects  he  investigates.  He  told  me  l)e  was  em|jloyed  in  studying  the 
anatomy  of  the  female  breast,  as  a  preparation  to  his  work  on  the  malig- 
nant diseases  of  that  organ.  When  he  intends  to  publish,  he  did  not  say. 
Probably  it  may  be  some  time  first.  The  researches  necessary  to  eluci- 
date this  subject,  require  frequent  injections  and  dissections.  His  injec- 
tions are  among  the  most  beautiful  and  fortunate  which  now  exist. 
Those  of  the  thymus  gland  finely  illustrate  the  anatomy  of  this  organ, 
and  go  far  to  establish  its  physiology.  As  an  example  of  his  great  in- 
dustry and  insuperable  perseverance,.!  will  state  a  fact.  He  accident- 
ally came  in  possession  of  the  whole  viscera  of  the  thorax  and  abdomen, 
exhibiting  phenomena  which  are  rare,  and  of  which  there  is  no  existing 
preparation.  Sir  Astley  determined  to  inject  and  preserve  this  as  a 
dried  preparation.  The  labor  in  securing  the  thousand  small  wounded 
vessels  did  not  deter  him.  He  succeeded  in  injecting  and  preserving  all 
the  organs,  even  the  liver,  in  a  dried  state,  and  produced  an  invaluable 
preparation  which  may  last  for  centuries.  This  distinguished  person  is 
now  in  Edinburgh,  the  first  time  for  fifty  years,  and  has  been  received 
with  great  cordiality  by  the  profession,  and  a  public  dinner  is  to  be  given 
to  him  by  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons. 

The  number  of  distinguished  men  in  London  is  so  great  that  I  am 
doubtful  of  the  propriety  of  speaking  of  any  individual,  aware  as  1  am 
of  the  impossibility  of  doing  justice  to  the  characters  of  such  men  in  a 
few  words.  The  editor  of  the  works  and  author  of  the  biography  of 
Dr.  Arn)strong,  is  almost  as  well  known  in  our  country  as  in  England. 
In  this,  he  holds  a  high  reputation,  both  as  an  author  and  a  man  of 
science  ;  and  to  show  the  standing  that  he  occupies  here,  it  is  sufficient 
to  mention  that  he  has  lately  been  selected  as  one  of  the  governors  of 
the  new  university. 

The  friend  of  Dr.  Boott,  Dr.  James  Clark,  is  also  well  known  in  our 
country.  Dr.  Clark  is  the  author  of  the  best  treatise  on  consumption 
which  we  have  in  the  language — a  work  which  places  the  prevention 
and  treatment  of  this  great  enemy  of  our  race  in  a  more  distinct  light, 
and  on  a  more  rational  plan,  than  any  other.  Every  physician  and 
every  student  should  read  it,  and  they  will  there  find  all  they  require  to 
conduct  them  in  those  practical  pursuits  for  which  no  readin  gcan  be  a 
substitute.  Dr.  Clark  is  a  person  whose  character  and  manners  excite 
extraordinary  interest  in  those  who  meet  him  ;  quiet  and  retiring  in  man- 
ner, yet  whatever  he  says  shows  thought  and  good  judgment.  He  is  now 
physician  to  the  queen,  and  has  reposed  in  him  a  high  degree  of  confi- 
dence by  distinguished  persons. 

Having  mentioned  Dr.  Arnott,  I  will  state  that  he  is  about  publishing 
another  edition  of  his  excellent  work  on  natural  and  experimental  phi- 
losophy. This  will  contain  many  improvements  on  the  fornjer  editions. 
Sir  Charles  Bell  is  about  to  publish,  in  two  volumes,  a  work  on  the  Prin- 
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ciples  and  Practice  of  Surgery.  Sir  Charles  has  been  appointed  Profes- 
sor of  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  to  which  city  lie  has 
removed  fVoni  London.  Sir  B.  C.  Brodie  is  preparing  another  edition 
of  his  work  on  Joints.  He  told  me  that  his  views  of  practice  in  their 
diseases  were  much  changed.  Mr.  Liston  has  a  new  surgical  work  in 
hand,  with  numerous  wood  cuts.  This  will  be  a  valuable  and  useful 
work.  Among  the  works  recently  published  is  Dr.  Alison's  Outlines 
of  Physiology  and  Pathology.  This  gives  a  correct  view  of  the  present 
improved  state  of  these  sciences  in  Europe.  JVlr.  Sytne  has  printed  a 
second  edition  of  his  Principles  of  Surgery — a  work  well  known  for  its 
comprehensive  and  exact  statements.  Dr.  Abercrombie  has  not  pub- 
lished anything  new  in  medicine  of  late.  He  is,  however,  always  occu- 
pied in  some  useful  work,  and  has  lately  printed  a  small  book  addressed 
to  (he  working  classes,  which  will  be  of  great  use,  and  shows  the  extent 
of  his  philanthropy  and  power  of  observation. 

1  began  to  write  with  the  intention  of  giving  some  little  information  of 
new  publications  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  thinking  it  might  be  useful 
and  interesting ;  but  have  extended  my  thoughts  to  subjects  of  a  differ- 
ent nature,  and  which,  perhaps,  had  better  have  been  omitted  or  referred 
to  a  future  period.  As,  however,  I  am  unwilling  to  lose  the  time  em- 
ployed in  writing  them,  I  send  them  for  your  amusement,  wishing  them 
to  be  considered  as  hasty  and  inadequate  sketches  of  the  distinguished 
persons  whose  name<*  are  mentioned.  I  remain  yours,  Stc. 

Edinburgh,  August  29,  1837.  W. 


CASES   OF    DOUBLE    AMPUTATION. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  send  you  annexed  two  cases  of  double  amputation,  as  they  oc- 
curred in  the  Hotel  Dieu  Hospital,  of  this  city.  As  far  as  1  have  been 
able  to  ascertain,  the  plan  followed  is  new,  and  as  the  results  in  both 
cases  have  been  highly  satisfactory,  I  shall  feel  obliged  (should  they  be 
deemed  of  sufficient  interest)  if  you  will  give  them  a  place  in  your 
valuable  Journal.  I  have  contented  myself  with  merely  detailing  the 
facts  of  the  two  cases,  as  drawn  in  the  first,  from  notes  furnished  to  me 
by  Dr.  Morrin  ;  and  in  the  second,  from  memory,  it  having  so  recently 
come  under  my  own  observation,  and  reserve  to  another  time,  if  neces- 
sary, some  arguments  in  favor  of  the  mode  pursued,  premising  here, 
however,  that  [  am  by  no  means  prepared  to  recommend  it  in  ordinary 
cases  of  sudden  and  severe  accidents,  as,  for  instance,  compound  frac- 
tures, &cc.,  where  the  immediate  xemavaX  of  both  limbs  may  be  required. 
(Quebec,  Oct.  20,  1837.  1  reniain,  sir,  your  obt.  servt. 

Jas.  a.  Seweli.,  M.D. 

James  Brown,  set  27,  was  admitted  into  the  Hotel  Dieu  early  in  May, 
1833,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Morrin.  His  history  was,  that  he  was  a 
sailor,  and  had  been  shipwrecked  the  Aill  previous  in  the  Gulph  of  St. 
Lawrence — that  he  had  been  exposed  for  a  considerable  time  to  intense 
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cold,  by  which  both  legs  were  frozen — that  he  got  with  difficulty  to  the 
nearest  habitation,  where  he  remained  all  winter,  without  medical  assist- 
ance, endurins;   a   series  of  privations  and  suffering.      On  admission  into 
the  hospital,  both  limbs  were  found  to  be  in  a  complete  slate  of  sphace- 
lation, the  lower  ends   of  the  tibiae  and  fibulae,  together  with  the  bones 
and  ligaments  of  the  ankle  joints,  being  entirely  exposed,  and  his  whole 
general  appearance  indicating  great  constitutional   disturbance.      It  was 
at  once  apparent  that  amputation    alone  could  save  life.     The  question, 
however,  whether  one  limb  should  be  removed,  and  some  time  allowed 
for  the   system   to   rally  before   the  second   operation  should  be  under- 
taken, or,  on  the  other  hand,  whether  the  double  amputation  should  be 
simultaneously  performed,  could   not  so  readily  be  decided.     Alter  due 
deliberation,  it  was  determined  that   the   latter  plan  should   be   adopted, 
and  the  operations   were   accordingly  performed    at  one  and  the  same 
moment  by  Dr.  Morrin  and  the  late  Dr.  Hall.     The  operation  occupied 
about  the  usual  time,  the  man   was  removed   to  his  ward,  and  recovered 
without    one    untoward   symptom,    with    the    exception    of  an    abscess 
which  formed  in  the  pectoral  muscle   of  the   right  side,  in  no  way  con- 
nected with  the  operation,  but  caused,  I  believe,  entirely  by  his  having 
been  exposed  to  much  hardship  during   his  passage  up  to   Quebec,  on 
board  a  small  schooner,  where  his  only  bed  for  several  days  and    nights 
consisted  of  a  coil  of  coarse  cable,  the  pressure  from  which  (considering 
the  poor  fellow's  helpless   condition),  may   be   easily   conceived.     The 
abscess  healed  kindly,  and  he  was  discharged  perfectly  cured  within  the 
month. 

The  second  case  was  that  of  a  young  Canadian,  who  came  under  my 
care  in  March  last,  in  the  Hotel  Dieu.  He  was  of  very  intemperate 
habits,  and  had,  one  night  in  January  (when  in  a  state  of  intoxication), 
lost  his  way  on  the  ice  between  Quebec  and  the  island  of  Orleans.  He 
was  found  on  the  following  morning  with  both  feet  completely  frozen. 
When  1  first  saw  him  mortification  had  extended  about  midway  up  each 
leg,  the  bones  of  which  were,  to  a  considerable  extent,  perfectly  denud- 
ed, the  feet  remaining  attached  by  the  lateral  ligaments  alone.  He  was 
at  this  time  losing  ground  rapidly — appetite  entirely  gone,  with  profuse 
night  sweats  and  colliquative  diarrhoea,  and  expressed  an  earnest  desire 
for  the  immediate  removal  of  the  legs.  Double  amputation  below  the 
knees,  as  in  the  foregoing  case,  was  accordingly  performed  by  Dr.  Pa- 
raut  and  myself.  The  first  dressings  were  removed  on  the  fifth  day, 
when  both  stumps  were  found  almost  completely  united  by  the  first  in- 
tention. The  man  recovered  rapidly  and  perfectly,  and  was  discharged 
in  about  five  weeks  from  the  day  of  the  operation. 

1  wish  it  to  be  fully  understood,  that  in  both  cases  the  incisions  on 
each  leg  were  made  at  one  and  the  same  instant  by  the  two  operating 
surfjeons.  1  mention  this,  because  a  case  of  double  amputation  was 
published  in  your  Journal  a  short  time  since,  in  which  it  does  not  exactly 
appear  whether  both  limbs  were  removed  as  has  been  described,  or 
whether  they  were  removed  in  succession  by  the  same  operator. 


(  233  ) 

SINGULAR   CASES    OF    UTERINE    INFLAMMATION. 

To  the  ElUor  of  Ihe  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

SiH, — The  following  cases  are  reported,  not  so  tmicli  because  lliey  are 
consi(lere(i  anomalous  by  the  writer,  as  for  the  purpose  of  elicitinj^  infor- 
mation from  the  older  meu)l)ers  of  the  profession. 

Sept.  25th.  Was  called  to  see  M.  H.,  a<^ed  15  months.  Found  her 
discharjring  motJerate  quantities  of  fresh  venous  blood  from  the  bowels. 
On  inquiry  found  she  had  been  ill  three  days  ;  bad  discharged  blood  ihe 
day  before  I  saw  her.  Pulse  natural  ;  no  constitutional  disturbance. 
Supposed  it  a  severe  case  of  dysentery.  R.  Oleum  ricini,  ii.  f3.  to  be 
followed  by  enema  xii.  gtt.  tinct.  opii  in  mucilage  of  gum  arabic  ii.  f  3  . 

26.  Cathartic  operated  kindly.  Enema  quieted  the  bowels.  No 
bloody  stools.  Pulse  natural.  R.  Pidv.  Dov.  i.  gr.  with  1-2  gr.  super 
acet.  |)lunjbi,  every  4  hours  ;  sp.  nit.  dulc.  x.  gtt.  every  6  hours. 

27.  Had  a  bad  night,  with  frequent  bloody  discharges  per  anunri. 
Pulse  natural.  No  pain,  except  with  the  discharges.  R.,  S.  M.  H.  vi. 
gr.,  to  be  repeated  every  three  hours  till  catharsis,  followed  by  enema 
tinct.  opii  xii.  gtt.  in  ii.  f^  n)ucilage  of  gum  arabic.  In  the  mean  time 
the  patient  was  taking  gum  arabic,  slippery  elm,  and  bread  water  for 
nourishment. 

23.  S.  M.  H.  operated  with  its  characteristic  appearances.  Enema 
quieted  the  bowels.  No  liemorrhage.  Pulse  natural.  R.  Tinct.  opii 
gtt.  v.,  tinct.  kino  gtt.  xii.,  pulv.  Dov.  gr.  i.  every  8  hours,  alternating. 

29.  Found  the  patient  in  severe  paroxysms  of  pain,  discharging 
blood  copiously  from  rectum  and  vagina.  On  examination,  found  the 
hymen  rupiured.  the  perineum  lacerated  two  thirds  across,  and  distended 
during  the  tenesmus,  like  that  of  a  won)an  in  labor.  Pulse  natural,  ex- 
cept during  tenesiiius.  Constitutional  disturbance  not  severe.  It  was 
impossible  to  say  whether  the  blood  had  its  origin  in  the  vagina  or  rec- 
tum. R.  Enema  tinct.  opii  xii.  gtt.  followed  by  super  acet.  plumbi  gr. 
i.,  opii  1-6  gr.  every  4  hours.  Vesication  on  lower  region  of  the  abdo- 
men.     Diet  as  before. 

30.  No  dejection.  Good  night  and  day.  Could  not  bear  vesication. 
Pulse  natural.     Continue  treatment. 

Oct.  1.  Good  night  and  day.  Two  dejections.  No  hemorrhage. 
No  appetite.     Continue  treatment. 

2d.  Bad  night.  Hemorrhage  from  vagina  severe.  Countenance  pal- 
lid and  sunken.  Pulse  100,  small  and  quick.  R.,  S.  M.  H.  gr.  viii. 
followed  by  enema  of  super  acet.  plumbi  gr.  iv.,  tinct.  opii  xii.  gtt.  in 
ii.  fj  mucilage  of  gum  arabic.     Pulv.  Dov.  gr.  i.  every  4  hours. 

3.  Did  not  retain  enema  ;  gave  vi.  gtt.  tinct.  opii  in  its  place.  Other 
medicine  as  directed.  S.  M.  H.  operated  without  pain.  Is  quiet,  but 
failing.     Continue  treatment  of  September  30Lh. 

4.  Bad  night  and  day.  Frequent  discharges  of  grumous  blood,  with 
shreds  of  a  fibrous  substance.  Pulse  as  on  2d,  but  more  feeble.  Con- 
tinue treatment. 

5.  Patient  has  had  frequent  discharges  of  pus,  mingled  with  grumous 
blood,  per  vagina,  with  severe  tenesmus  and  bearing-down  pains,  as  if 
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the  fundus  of  the  uterus  was  pressing  upon  the  perineum.  Perineum 
lacerated  quite  across.  At  this  time  the  stools  were  passed  by  both 
passages.  It  was  evident  there  was  adhesion  and  ulceiation  from  the 
rectum  into  the  uterus  or  vagina.  Pulse  flagging.  R.  Brandy  and  loaf 
sugar  ;  the  mucilages  as  before.  Tinct.  opii  vi.  gtl.  every  8  hours. 
This  treatment  was  continued  till  the  8th,  when  tlie  patient  expired. 
She  continued  to  discharge  pus,  mingled  with  grumous  blood,  until  her 
death.      Body  not  examined. 

Sept.  6th.  H.  i\I.,  a  twin  sister  of  the  former  patient,  was  seized  dis- 
charging fresh  blood  from  the  rectum,  precisely  as  in  the  former  case. 
Being  convinced  that  the  structural  disease  in  the  former  case  was  located 
entirely  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  rectum  and  the  uterus  or  vagina,  it 
was  determined  to  combat  the  local  disease  as  much  as  possible.  This  case 
ran  precisely  the  same  course  as  the  other,  and  terminated  in  the  same 
way  on  the  2 1st.  Tiie  treatment,  up  to  the  16th,  was  oleum  ricini  and 
S.  M.  H.  for  cathartics  ;  vesication,  upon  the  lower  region  of  the  abdo- 
men, astringent  and  anodyne  injections,  with  leeches  to  the  anus  and 
vulva.  Having  in  view  the  good  effects  of  the  terebinthinate  prepara- 
tions upon  the  mucous  surfaces,  it  was  determined  to  try  the  oleum  tere- 
binth., but  it  was  done  without  success.  There  having  been  no  good 
effects  from  the  lead  in  the  former  case,  it  was  omitted  in  this,  but  the 
opium  was  given  nearly  as  before. 

16.  On  consultation  it  was  thought  best  to  try  carbon.  R.  Pulv. 
charcoal  ii.  tablespoons,  with  mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  every  24  hours. 
This  was  pursued  36  hours,  with  no  good  effect.  On  the  contrary  the 
irritation  which  it  produced  on  the  bowels  increased  the  tenesmus  and 
bearing-down  efforts  of  the  uterus,  and,  consequently,  the  suffering. 
From  the  17th,  calomel  and  opium  were  freely  given  until  death,  with 
no  good  effects.  In  neither  case  was  there  any  strangury  or  other 
trouble  in  the  urine.  Large  coagula  formed  in  the  neck  of  the  uterus, 
which  obstructed  the  hemorrhage  per  vagina  24,  and  at  times  48  hours, 
but  when  passed,  was  followed  with  fresh  blood,  mingled  with  portions 
of  a  fibrous  substance.  Perineum  lacerated  nearly  across  on  the  fourth 
day  of  the  disease. 

Post-Mortem  Examination,  sixteen  hours  after  death. — As  there  was 
no  indication  of  disease  in  the  brain,  that  organ  was  not  examined.  The 
thoracic  viscera  perfectly  healthy,  except  being  uncommonly  pallid,  pro- 
bably the  result  of  the  loss  of  blood  during  disease.  The  liver  in  the 
same  situation.  Gall-bladder  natural  ;  stomach  healthy  ;  slight  traces 
of  inflannnation  on  the  peritoneal  coat  of  the  ilium.  The  mucous 
and  villous  coals  of  the  lower  part  of  the  rectum  considerably  inflamed, 
yet  not  apparently  enough  to  cause  death.  The  urinary  bladder  per- 
fectly healthy. 

The  uterus  and  vagina  highly  inflamed  and  sphacelated.  The  fun- 
dus of  the  uterus  entirely  sloughed  off,  leaving  an  open  communication 
from  this  organ  into  the  abdomen.  At  least  1-3  of  this  organ  had 
sloughed  off,  and  had  probably  been  carried  away  with  the  hemorrhage, 
giving  it  the  fibrous  appearance  of  which  we  have  spoken.  Adhesion 
and  ulceration  from  the  rectum  into  the  vagina.    This  last  lesion  account- 
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ed  for  the  passage  of  ilie  stools  per  vagina.  The  whole  of  these  organs 
were  in  a  complete  state  of  sphacelation,  and  were  probably  fast  verging 
to  that  point  wiien  the  perineum  was  lacerated. 

The  above  cases  ran  parallel  with  each  other,  and  terminated  alike 
fatally.  Had  the  first  been  examined  after  death,  there  is  no  doubt  but 
it  would  have  been  found  precisely  like  the  last.  The  hemorrhage 
commenced  from  the  bowels  in  both  cases,  yet  the  uterus  seems  to  have 
been  the  organ  [)rimarily  diseased.  The  rerjiedies  mi8;ht  have  mitigated 
tile  disease  in  the  bowels.  The  j)atients,  as  already  mentioned,  were 
twin  daughters,  about  15  months  old  ;  were  of  rather  delicate  constitu- 
tions, and  were  recovering  from  severe  hooping  cough,  at  the  time  of 
the  attack.  Both  had  the  same  symptoms,  and  lived  about  the  same 
length  of  time  from  the  first  attack. 

Qucrij. — Would  astringent  or  anodyne  injections,  per  vagina,  have 
been  useful  ?  Had  the  hooping  cough  any  agency  in  producing  this 
disease?     Is  uterine  inflammation  frequent  in  such  young  children  ? 

Will  some  of  the  elder  meiiibers  of  the  profession  answer  these  que- 
ries through  the  medium  of  your  Journal  ?  Yours,  respectfully, 

Seekonk,  Mass.  Nov.  2,  1837.  B.  Carpenter,  M.D. 


POLYPI    IN  THE   MEATUS   AUDITORIUS  EXTERNUS. 

BY    EDWARD    J.  DAVENPORT,    M.D.,    BOSTON. 
[Communicated  for  the  Roston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  lining  membrane  of  the  meatus,  like  the  mucous  surfaces  of  other 
cavities,  is  not  unfrequently  the  seat  of  polypous  excrescences.  Profess- 
ed works  on  the  diseases  of  the  ear  afford,  however,  very  meagre  and 
unsatisfactory  accounts  of  their  origin,  and  the  mode  of  treatment  to  be 
pursued  for  their  removal.  Polypi  are  referred,  by  the  best  authorities, 
to  the  occurrence  of  irritation  or  inflammation  in  the  auditory  passage  or 
in  the  chamber  of  the  tympanum,  and  are  often  found  among  the  seque- 
lae of  scarlet  fever,  measles,  &.c.  They  consist  chiefly  of  congeries  of 
bloodvessels,  loosely  connected  by  cellular  membrane,  and  possess  a 
very  low  degree  of  vitality.  Patients  of  a  strumous  habit,  and  those 
who  have  been  exposed  to  a  cold,  n)oist  atmosphere,  are  believed  to  be 
more  particularly  liable  to  these  excrescences,  as  well  as  to  other  dis- 
eases of  the  ear.  Recent  polypi  are  of  a  soft  and  spongy  consistence, 
of  a  reddish  color,  and  bleed  easily  when  injured.  When  first  present- 
ed for  examination,  they  are  always  found  surrounded  and  partly  con- 
cealed from  view  by  a  thin,  purulent  fluid,  secreted  by  the  diseased  ceru- 
minous  glands,  and  probably  by  the  surface  of  the  excrescence.  The 
above-named  glands  take  on  a  morbid  condition  from  the  constant  irrita- 
tion of  the  polypus,  which  acts  as  a  foreign  substance,  and  the  increased 
and  vitiated  secretion  is  both  a  proof  and  effect  of  their  presence.  The 
discharge  is  not  always  thin,  but  varies  in  consistence,  being  sometimes 
thicker  and   more  like   pus,  particularly  when   the  disease  is  of  long 
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standing.  It  may,  likewise,  be  foetid  and  acrimonious.*  After  a  time, 
the  tumor  will  be  found  denuded  of  its  cuticle  or  excoriated,  and  some- 
times ulcerated.  In  those  cases  in  which  a  poriion  of  it  protrudes  be- 
yond the  limits  of  the  meatus,  and  is  exposed  to  the  influence  of  the 
atmosphere,  the  extremity,  being,  unprotected  by  the  discharge,  becomes 
somewhat  hardened  and  of  a  whitish  color,  similar  to  the  cuticle  of  ex- 
ternal parts. 

Polypi  of  the  ear  have,  in  general,  a  narrow  neck  or  peduncle,  while 
the  body  of  the  tumor  may  nearly  fill  up  the  auditory  passage,  and 
diminish  to  a  point  externally,  sometimes  projecting  4  or  5  lines  beyond 
the  orifice  of  the  meatus.  In  many  cases,  however,  the  origin  of  the 
tumor  is  equal  in  size  or  larger  than  the  body,  and  then  the  latter  as- 
sumes a  conical  form  ;f  in  others,  there  is  more  than  one  tumor  spring- 
ing apparently  from  the  same  base.  Polypous  excrescences  may  grow 
from  the  parietes  of  the  auditory  passage,  or  from  the  surface  or  the 
edge  of  the  membrane  of  the  tympanum,  but  perhaps  their  most  fre- 
quent origin  is  from  the  lining  membrane  of  the  chamber  of  the  tym- 
panum,J  this  cavity  being  frequently  the  seat  of  abscesses  and  purulent 
collections,  after  an  attack  of  scarlet  fever.  In  the  latter  case,  the 
membrana  tympani  is  uniformly  more  or  less  destroyed  or  perforated, 
and  fluids  injected  into  the  ear  will  often  pass  into  tlie  throat,  much  to 
the  annoyance  of  the  patient. 

As  to  the  progress  of  polypi,  under  ordinary  cifcumstances  they  are 
of  slow  growth,  and  they  may  exist  for  many  years  without  impairing 
the  general  health.  But  not  so  with  respect  to  the  sense  of  hearing, 
which  is  always  more  or  less  impaired  by  the  mechanical  obstruction  of 
the  tumor,  and  most  commonly  is  irretrievably  lost  by  the  ulceration  of 
the  surrounding  parts  and  the  destruction  of  the  membrana  tympani, 
and  the  consequent  loss  of  the  ossicula  auditus.  Cases,  however,  have 
been  reported  of  the  recovery  of  hearing,  upon  the  removal  of  polypi  of 
many  years'  standing. <§>  In  these  instances  no  doubt  the  tumors  grew 
from  the  parietes  ol  the  meatus,  and  merely  presented  mechanical  ob- 
stacles to  the  passage  of  vibrations  of  the  air  to  the  membrana  tym- 
pani, without  destroying  the  internal  mechanism  of  the  organ. 

Among  other  causes  of  polypi,  may  be  mentioned  blows  and  falls  up- 
on the  head,  a  spiculum  of  bone  forming  a  nucleus,  the  fiequent  use  of 
an  ear-pick,  causing  irritation,  &:c. 

In  the  treatment  of  this  disease,  as  might  have  been  expected,  injec- 
tions into  the  ear  have  been  much  resorted  to.  These  have  consisted 
of  solutions  of  stimulating  and  escharotic  substances,  infusion  of  tobacco, 
&c.  Their  removal  has  also  been  attempted  by  repeated  applications 
of  caustic  in  a  solid  form,  by  the  knife,  by  ligature,  and,  finally,  by  ex- 
traction or  laceration.  In  children,  and  where  the  polypus  is  of  small 
size  and  recent,  a  cure  may  usually  be  effected  by  the  frequent  applica- 
tion of  a  strong  solution  of  sulphate  of  zinc — 9ii.  to  3i-  to  one  ounce 
of  distilled  water;  or  it  may  be  slightly  touched  with  a  camel's  hair  pen- 

•  Vide  Buchanan's  Illustrations  of  Acoustic  Surgery. 

JSoiaetluies  they  have  lMe/«r;;i,  color,  ami  consistence  of  a  strawberry.— Vide  Saissy  on  the  Ear. 
Vide  Stevenson  on  tlio  Ear.  $  In  one  insXanco  fourteen,  and  in  anotlier  seven  years. 
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cil  dipped  in  the  tincture  of  the  nmriate  of  iron,  once  each  day,  until 
its  removal  is  effected,  after  vvliich  the  parts  may  be  dressed  witl)  weak 
citrine  ointn)ent  on  soft  hnt.  Extraction  of  tlie  tumor  has  the  merit  of 
bein^  at  once  effectual  and  perfectly  safe.  It  is  most  easily  accom- 
plished with  a  pair  of  artery  forceps.  Tlie  patient  heina,  placed  so  that 
the  rays  of  the  sun  will  fall  in  a  line  with  the  direction  of  the  meatus, 
and  tlie  external  ear  bein^  slightly  elevated  and  drawn  backwards,  so  as 
to  reduce  the  curvature  of  the  passage,  the  forceps  are  to  be  firmly  ap- 
plied, as  near  as  possible  to  the  origm  of  the  polypus  ;  then  giving  the 
iuslrument  a  half  turn  and  withdrawing  it  at  the  same  time,  the  tumor 
is  dis[)laced  and  removed.  The  hemorrhage  that  follows  the  operation 
is  not  of  serious  consequence,  and  generally  censes  spontaneously.  In 
one  case,  it  is  stated  that  nearly  five  ounces  of  blood  was  lost,  and  the 
patient  was  benefited  thereby.  Usually  the  quantity  is  very  much  less 
than  this.  Should  any  portion  of  the  excrescence  remain,  or  a  fungous 
growth  take  place,  ()owdered  alum  may  be  applied  daily  ;  or  a  mixture 
of  creosote  with  almond  oil,  in  the  proportion  of  one  drop  of  the  former 
to  six  of  the  latter,  may  be  dropped  into  the  meatus  once  or  twice  each 
day.  This  latter  remedy  has  the  farther  advantage  of  restraining 
any  purulent  discharge  that  may  continue  from  the  diseased  state  of 
the  tube. 

1  subjoin  an  account  of  two  cases  in  which  polypi  were  removed  by 
ligature.  The  first  occurred  in  a  young  woman  18  years  of  age,  of 
delicate  health  and  pale  complexion.  Of  her  case  1  have  the  following 
notes.  Six  years  previous  to  her  a|)plication,  she  was  attacked  with 
sliiiht  otorrhoea  in  the  risht  ear,  for  which  she  could  assign  no  cause. 
During  iliis  period,  the  discharge  had  never  ceased  eniirelv,  but  a  few 
months  since,  previous  to  the  formation  ol  an  abscess  in  the  fiieatus,  it 
diminished  greatly  for  a  short  time.  It  has  varied  from  time  to  lime  in 
amount,  quality,  and  consistence,  being  sometimes  sanious  and  bloody, 
and  at  others  more  like  true  pus.  The  ear  has  not  been  generally  pain- 
ful, except  during  the  formation  of  the  abscess  mentioned  above.  Hear- 
ing, in  this  ear,  is  nearly  or  quite  extinct,  but  in  the  left  ear  it  continues 
perfect,  except  vvlien  suffering  from  catarrh,  to  which  she  is  subject. 
Upon  examination  there  was  found,  filling  up  the  meatus,  a  polypous 
excrescence  of  a  pale  red  color,  having  its  surface  granulated  somewhat 
like  a  mulberry,  and  its  body  divided  into  two  portions,  uniting  at  the 
base  of  the  tumor  in  the  chamber  of  the  tympanum.  The  origin  of  the 
tumor  was  ascertained  by  means  of  a  small,  blunt  probe.  It  possessed 
but  little  sensibility,  but  bled  upon  the  slightest  touch,  even  upon  inject- 
ing the  passage  with  simple  water  for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  co- 
pious secretion  of  purulent  matter,  with  which  it  was  enveloped.  The 
lining  membrane  of  the  meatus  was  in  a  state  of  high  inflanimation,  with 
increased  sensibility  and  tenderness.  The  mother  of  this  patient  has 
been  affected  with  otorrhoea,  more  or  less,  since  childhood,  and  her  hear- 
ing is  impaired.  The  tumor  was  removed  two  years  ago,  with  a  flexible 
silver  wire  ligature  introduced  by  a  small  eye  probe,  as  near  the  base  as 
possible.  A  slight  hemorrhage  followed  the  operation,  but  ceased  spon- 
taneously.    Otorrhoea  continued  for  a  time,  though  much  less  than  be- 


233  Pohjpi  in  the  Meatus  Auditonus  Externus. 

fore.  Hearing  was  not  improved.  At  the  end  of  five  or  six  months, 
she  returned  with  otorrhosa  somewhat  troublesome,  and  with  occasional 
pain  referred  to  the  meatus.  A  fungus,  of  a  granulated  appearance  and 
florid  color,  was  now  perceptible  near  the  edge  of  the  niembrana  tyni- 
pani.  Upon  touching  it  with  a  pencil  dipped  in  a  saturated  solution  of 
nitrate  of  silver,  it  bled  freely.  Upon  the  use  of  creosote  injections  and 
the  occasional  application  of  a  blister,  all  the  unpleasant  symptoms 
subsided. 

Two  months  since,  this  patient  had  a  slight  return  of  otorrhoea  from 
cold,  which  induced  her  to  apply,  from  the  apprehension  of  a  recurrence 
of  the  polypus.  Not  the  slightest  trace,  however,  of  this  could  be  seen, 
and  the  otorrhcea  was  soon  checked  by  the  usual  remedies. 

The  second  case  occurred  in  the  person  of  C.  M.,  a  native  of  Ger- 
many, 2S  years  of  age.  In  this  patient  there  was  a  large,  firm  polypus 
in  tht;  left  ear,  with  destruction  of  the  membrana  tympani  and  entire 
loss  of  hearing  ;  and  in  the  right  ear,  a  troublesome  otorrhoea  with  per- 
foration of  the  tympanum,  and  the  sense  of  hearing  very  much  impaired. 
He  had  otorrhoea  in  left  ear  since  he  was  a  child,  and  in  consequence  of 
cold  and  wet,  while  on  his  passage  to  this  country  two  years  ago,  he 
experienced  a  severe  attack  of  pain  in  head  and  ear,  attended  with  in- 
creased discharge  of  purulent  matter  from  the  meatus.  Soon  after  he 
perceived  a  polypous  excrescence  in  the  auditory  tube,  which  remained 
about  the  same  in  size  up  to  the  time  when  he  applied  for  advice. 
There  has  been  a  constant  foetid  discharge  from  this  ear,  occasional 
hemorrhage,  more  or  less  pain,  and  a  buzzins:  {bourdonnement )  or  roar- 
ino-  noi^e,  which  equally  affects  both  ears.  The  disease  in  the  other  ear 
he  attributes  to  a  violent  blow  on  the  right  side  of  the  head  from  a  stick 
of  wood,  when  about  16  years  of  age.  This  was  followed  by  a  dis- 
charge of  blood  mixed  with  pus,  and  at  the  same  tiine  a  diminution  of 
the  power  of  hearing.  The  dei,nee  of  hearing  varies,  however,  at  dif- 
ferent times  ;  thus  when  affected  with  catarrh,  hearing  is  more  imperfect ; 
likewise  when,  from  any  cause,  the  discharge  from  the  ear  is  materially 
diminished  in  amount,  he  does  not  hear  so  well  as  usual.  This  circum- 
stance has  been  noticed  in  other  cases  where  the  membrane  of  the  tym- 
panum and  the  chain  of  little  bones  have  been  destroyed,  and  it  is  ex- 
plained by  the  supposition  that  the  matter  acts  in  some  measure  as  a 
substitute  for  these  parts  in  conveying  the  vibrations  of  the  atmosphere 
to  the  labyrinth,  the  immediate  seat  of  the  sense  of  hearing.  In  this  ear 
the  parietes  of  the  meatus  and  the  edges  of  the  membrana  tympani  were 
much  inflamed  and  thickened — not  an  uncommon  state  in  chronic  af- 
fections of  the  ear  attended  with  purulent  discharges.  Injections  passed 
from  the  ear  into  the  throat,  and  air  could  be  forced  ihrouj:;!)  the  meatus. 
The  polypus,  which  was  somewhat  firmer  than  usual,  was  removed  by 
ligature.  No  bad  consequences  followed  the  operation  ;  but  the  hearing 
was  not  at  all  benefited,  when  the  patient  changed  his  place  of  resi- 
dence and  was  not  again  seen. 

In  the  case  of  a  child,  6  or  8  months  after  an  attack  of  scarlet  fever, 
a  polypus  of  the  meatus  w'as  removed  entire,  which  presented  a  narrovir 
peduncle,  with  a  broad  root  or  base,  by  which  it  was  attached  within  the 
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chamber  of  the  tympanum.  In  another  case,  of  a  you.ig  girl  from,  the 
country,  a  polypus  existed  at  the  same  time  in  each  ear,  the  result  of 
measles  or  scarlet  fever.  This  patient  retained  a  slight  degree  of  hear- 
ing. Other  cases  have  fallen  under  my  observation,  the  particulars  of 
which  I  cannot  now  recall  to  mind. 
No.  4  Winter  Street,  JS'ov.  1837. 


EXTRACT   FROM   DR.   INGALLSS    LETTER   ON  SCARLATINA. 

Observations  on  various  Remedies  in  Scarlatina. —  Venesection. — In 
the  treatn)ent  of  scarlatina,  1  am  decidedly  opposed  to  the  detraction  of 
blood  by  the  lancet  or  leeches.  In  severe  cases  it  is  a  very  hazardous 
practice.  In  tiie  inflammatory  stage  of  the  disease,  the  concomitant  fe- 
ver must  be  of  a  very  high  grade  to  render  it  necessary  to  employ  these 
modes  of  depletion,  and  then  it  should  be  resorted  to  with  great  reserve 
and  at  the  very  onset  of  the  distemper,  or  not  at  all.  In  the  whole  course 
of  my  practice  in  scarlatina,  I  have  never  employed  blood-letting,  either 
general  or  local;  and  I  do  notjecollect  a  single  instance  in  which  I  have 
had  reason  to  regret  the  omission.  It  may  be  proper  to  slate  n)y  prac- 
tice has  been  chiefly  within  the  city  of  Boston.  As  the  situation  of  a 
place,  and  of  course,  its  climate  and  soil,  the  customs  and  manners  of 
the  inhabitants,  may  have  great  influence  in  varying  the  type  of  acute 
diseases,  a  difl'erence  in  the  mode  of  treatment  may  not  only  be  proper, 
but  required. 

These  remarks  appertain  to  cases  of  great  hazard.  In  those  of  a 
milder  nature,  inappropriate  remedies  often  acquire  a  su])posititiou5  repu- 
tation, because  the  constitution  is  able  to  support  their  operation,  and 
the  deteriorating  effects  of  the  disease. 

Tartras  Aniimonii. — Soon  after  I  engaged  in  practice,  scarlatina  be- 
came epidemic.  At  this  period  I  adopted  the  antiphlogistic  plan  of 
treatment,  commencing  with  a  watery  solution  of  tartrate  of  antimony, 
by  which  the  stomach  and  intestines  were  evacuated  thoroughly  ;  but 
its  tendency  to  produce  hypercatharsis,  and  thereby  exhaust  the  vital 
powers,  has  induced  me  to  abandon  its  use  as  an  evacuant  ;  but  when- 
ever its  operation  happened  to  be  gentle,  its  effect  was  productive  of 
much  advantage  by  promoting  the  secretions.  An  emetic  of  ipecacuan- 
ha is  to  be  preferred. 

Sub  Miirias  Hydrargyri. — I  have  employed  this  article  not  so  much 
with  the  expectation  of  deriving  advantage  from  its  specific  action,  as  its 
being  serviceable  as  a  laxative,  alterant  and  promoter  of  the  secretions. 
But  it  was  soon  found,  when  the  sub  muriate  of  quicksilver  was  given  in 
a  glutinous  vehicle,  it  adhered  to  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  fauces 
for  some  time  ;  and  in  this  way  had  considerable  efficacy  as  a  topical 
remedy,  in  reducing  inflammation  of  the  throat;  this  advantage,  how- 
ever, was  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  irritation  it  induced. 

Emetico-Cathartica. — Doses  of  tartrate  of  antimony  and  sub  muriate 
of  quicksilver  in  various  proportions  have  been  administered  in  this  dis- 
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ease,  and  it  has  been  thought  by  some  with  advantaj^e.  The  symptoms 
of  acute  diseases  are  aiigravated  by  the  reiention  of  the  con  ents  of  the 
digestive  tube,  wliicli  are  halile  to  become  acrid,  and  consequently  a 
source  of  irritaiiou  ;  under  sucli  circumstances  laxatives  are  indispensa- 
ble ;  but  drastic  cathartics  are  to  be  avoided,  as  they  irritate  the  inner 
membrane  of  the  alimentary  canal,  depress  the  vital  powers,  and  disturb 
the  regular  course  of  the  exanlhem. 

Laxativa. — Infusion  of  serma  sweetened  with  manna,  castor  oil,  rhu- 
barb and  calcined  niai^niesia  in  sufficient  doses  to  operate,  are  all  the 
medicines  of  this  description  required  ;  and  will  answer  the  purpose  of 
keeping  the  bowels  soluble  m  more  severe  cases. 

Cinchona.  Acidum  SuJphuricnm  Dilutum. — During  the  two  first  epi- 
demics that  prevailed  after  I  began  to  practice,  many  of  the  older  prac- 
titioners relied  on  the  tonic  power  of  these  retnedies,  probably  with  the 
view  of  counteracting  the  sup|)osed  tendency  of  this  distemper  to  putre- 
faction. But  at  present,  so  far  as  the  practice  of  physicians  of  this  city 
has  come  under  my  cognizance,  these  medicines  are  disused. 

Anthemis  Nobilis.  Aristolochia  Serpenfaria.  Crocus  Sativus. — A 
warm  infusion  of  these  articles  was  formerly  much  in  use  ;  their  virtues, 
however,  in  scarlatina  are  not  to  be  de|)ended  upon.  I  mention  these 
articles  because  at  the  present  time  they  may  be  considered  as  domestic 
medicines.  Tlie  people  generally  believe  a  w^arm  infusion,  particularly 
of  the  two  latter,  is  essential  in  the  cure  of  eruptive  diseases. 

Sub  Tonica. — When  strengthening  medicine  is  indicated,  1  rely  on 
the  subtonic  power  of  chalk  mixture. 

S)Iutio  Supercarbonatis  Sorlce.  The  formula  is  as  follows.  R.  Su- 
percarbonatis  sodae  3  ii-)  aquas  3  viii.     M. 

To  a  teaspoonful  of  this  solution  add  a  wine  glass  of  warm  water;  of 
this  take  a  wineglassful  every  three  hours;  it  is  not  to  be  drank  at  once, 
but  by  the  teaspoonful  at  a  time  every  few  minutes,  and  swallowed 
slowly  till  the  whole  be  consumed.  At  the  expiration  of  every  three 
hours  the  process  is  to  be  repeated. 

Supcrcarbonas  Potassre. — A  half  drachm  of  this  article  dissolved  in  a 
pint  of  balm  tea,  for  common  drink,  is  a  very  good  substitute  for  the 
dilute  solution  of  the  supercarbonate  of  soda.  Mucilaginous  and  farina- 
ceous drinks  are  of  great  advantage  in  soothing  the  irritation  in  the  fau- 
ces, as  well  as  affording  a  suitable  diet. 

Gars;arisma. — There  is  a  variety  of  gargles  recommended  which  ap- 
pear to  be  more  the  result  of  caprice  than  judgment. 

Those  who  prefer  acids  may  use  the  dilute  sulphuric  acid  in  sage  tea, 
in  the  proportion  of  five  drops  of  the  acid  to  a  wineglass  of  the  tea,  lo 
be  given  according  to  circumstances. 

Capsicum  Annuum  "  is  a  warm,  powerful  stimulant,  promoting  diges- 
tion, and  obviating  flatulency.  Its  abuse,  however,  produces  visceral 
obstructions  and  an  inflammatory  disposition  in  the  system."  "  In  the 
West  Indies  it  has  been  employed  both  externally  and  internally  in  the 
sore  throat."     I  have  never  employed  it  in  scarlatina. 
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INTERMITTENT  NEURALGIA. 

Dr.  McPhaii.,  of  the  army,  has  communicatpd  to  the  American  Medi- 
cal Library  and  Intelligencer,  five  papers  on  the  diseases  that  prevail  in 
the  south  western  parts  of  the  United  States,  under  the  title  of  Medical 
Topography,  which  show  him  to  be  a  man  of  critical  observation,  a  care- 
ful practitioner,  and  a  desirable  correspondent.  Dr.  McPhail's  obser- 
vations on  the  parliciilar  subject  of  intermittent  neurai^iae,  constituting 
the  fifth  article  of  the  series,  is  that  which  has  most  interested  us.  and 
this  circumstance  has  led  to  the  publication  of  tite  spirit  of  it  in  this 
place.  He  represents  that  periodical  ajfections,  not  slridly  ftbrile,  are 
common  in  Arkansas.  We  should  judge  that  they  were  painfully  so 
from  the  remark  that  follows. — "  I  have  treated  cases  of  intermittent 
frontal,  facial,  digital  and  articular  neuralgia,  cephalalgia,  odontalgia, 
otalgia,  gastralgia,  hepatalgia  and  pneumonalgia.  This  last  form  of  af- 
fection has,  I  believe,  not  yet  been  noticed  by  medical  writers."  Dr. 
McPhail  descril)es  this  as  so  much  resembling  inflammation  of  the 
lungs,  as  to  have  deceived  the  [)hysician,  wb.o,  by  adopting  a  treatment 
indicated  by  what  was  supposed  to  be  the  condition  of  those  organs,  well 
nigh  brought  on  fatal  results.  He  goes  on  to  say,  that  neuralgia,  de- 
pending upon  the  influence  of  malaria,  may  be  easily  distinguished  from 
that  havmg  its  origin  in  morbid  alteration  of  the  brain  or  nervous  cen- 
tres, the  generation  of  tumors.  Sic.  In  cases  of  tic  douloureux,  depend- 
ing upon  malaria,  the  paro.xysms  are  generally  periodical — passing  off 
speedily.  Those,  however,  depending  on  organic  changes,  are  charac- 
terized by  an  almost  constant  pain — remitting,  or  in  fits  of  long  duration. 
In  those  instances  where  the  brain,  nervous  trunks  or  slender  filaments, 
like  the  frontal  or  facial  twigs  of  the  fifth  pair,  or  the  digital  branches  of 
the  median  or  ulnar  nerves,  have  been  the  seat  of  the  disease,  the  pain 
has  ordinarily  been  quick,  sharp  and  shooting.  When  the  liver,  spleen, 
or  stomach  were  attacked,  then  the  pain  has  been  dull,  gnawing,  or 
having  the  sensation  of  burning.  These  are  nice  distinctions,  not  to  be 
lost  sight  of  by  the  practitioner,  let  his  residence  be  where  it  may. 
Again,  when  the  organs  of  reproduction  are  the  seat,  then  the  pains  are 
lancinating.  In  the  supra-orbital  nerve,  the  true  character  of  the  afl^ec- 
tion  may  be  recognized  by  a  contraction  of  the  pupil,  in  some  individuals, 
and  in  some  which  came  under  this  gentleman's  eye,  a  sanguineous  suffu- 
sion of  the  conjunctiva,  with  intolerance  of  light,  and  profuse  lachryma- 
tion,  were  the  accompaniments.  If  the  infra-orbital  nerve  gives  evi- 
dence of  being  affected,  it  is  manifested  by  muscular  twitchings  ;  the 
same  may  be  said  of  the  sign  of  neuralgia  in  the  facial  threads  of  the  in- 
ferior maxillary. 

There  is  a  necessity  for  passing  over  many  paragraphs  quite  as  inter- 
esting, evincing  the  writer's  powers  of  investigation.  The  treatment  is 
an  essential  appendage  to  the  t'bregoing  epitome  of  Dr.  McPhail's 
valuable  communication.     In  those  attacks  of  the  small  nerves  of  the 
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head,  face,  and  jaws,  adverted  to,  if  there  is  no  appreciable  disturbance 
of  the  general  economy,  in  the  interim  between  tlie  attacks,  to  use  his 
own  expression,  he  gives  "  two  grains  of  the  sulphate,  or  a  quarter  of  a 
grain  of  the  arseniate  of  quinine,  in  pills,  every  two  hours — with  from 
six  to  twelve  grains  of  the  sulphate  or  one  grain  of  the  arseniate  at  the 
period  of  time  next  that  of  the  expected  paroxysm — always  with  the 
effect  to  prevent  a  recurrence."  By  pursuing  this  course  till  the  terms 
of  two  or  three  paroxysms  pass  by,  a  pill  of  two  grains  of  sulphate  or 
phosphate  of  quinine  or  arseniate  of  quinine  and  piperine,  or  six  or  eight 
drops  of  Fowler's  solution,  twice  or  thrice  a  day,  finishes  the  treatment. 

In  two  cases  of  hysteralgia  treated  at  Fort  Jackson,  below  New  Or- 
leans, on  the  .Mississippi  river,  Dr.  McPhail  speaks  of  hysterical 
mania  in  its  most  frightful  form,  complicated,  in  one  instance,  with 
dysmenorrhoea. 

The  scheme  so  fully  and  perfectly  carried  out  in  writing  the  medical 
topography  of  the  region  in  which  he  is  temporarily  located,  is  very 
honorable  to  the  author,  and  it  moreover  redounds  to  the  character  of  the 
medical  department  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  that  talent  and 
learning,  of  so  high  an  order,  are  to  be  found  in  the  staff.  The  appeals 
which  have  been  unremittingly  made  to  the  profession  to  study  the  char- 
acter of  diseases  where  they  reside,  the  causes  which  produce  them,  the 
modes  of  treatrnent,  and  the  result  on  the  public  health,  seem  to  have 
been  absolutely  forgotten.  However,  we  feel  no  less  solicitous  on  this 
account,  discouraging  as  it  may  seem,  to  persevere,  and  we  shall  con- 
tinue, therefore,  to  urge  upon  the  consideration  of  our  readers,  the 
claims  of  the  people  upon  them  to  be  active  in  the  inquiry.  How  is  it 
possible  to  obtain  pathological  facts  of  topographical  value  to  a  succeed- 
ing generation  of  physicians,  if  the  present  occupants  of  the  soil  con- 
tribute nothing  towards  the  object  ? 


Mortality  of  Medical  Men  in  India. — From  1795  to  1810,  the  number 
of  medical  men  at  Fort  William,  was  366.  Of  this  number,  33  retired 
and  71  died.  Now  before  one  of  the  medical  staff  can  obtain  a  chief 
surgeoncy  in  the  Company's  service,  the  probability  is  that  he  will  have 
arrived  at  the  age  of  50.  As  only  a  (ew  can  hope  to  reach  that  period, 
in  a  variable  climate,  the  chance  of  realizing  a  comfortable  income,  even 
enough  to  meet  absolutely  necessary  expenses,  is  small  indeed  :  as  a 
general  observation,  not  a  single  medical  officer  is  compensated  for 
his  labors. 


Formidable  Tumor  (f  the  JVeck. — Dr.  Mackinnon,  of  Tirhoot,  India, 
dissected  a  tumor  from  the  neck  of  a  native,  which,  when  detached  from 
the  cheek,  jaw  and  neck,  weighed  six  pounds.  Usually  the  patient  had 
supported  it  with  one  hand.  It  had  deep  attachments,  lying  close  to  the 
parotid  gland  and  the  external  carotid.  Wry  little  blood  seems  to  have 
been  lost.  Dr.  Mackinnon 's  assistant  proved  too  chicken-hearted,  so  that 
formidable  as  the  o|)eration  proved  to  be,  it  was  accomplished  almost 
alone.     On  examination,  he  called  it  an  adipose  sarcoma. 


Pepperell   Insane   Astjlam. — Dr.    Cutter's   private   asylum   for   the  re- 
ception of  lunatics,  at  Pepperell,  Ms.  which  from  having  been  a  long  time 
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in  successful  operation,  has  become  extensively  known,  is  well  sustained. 
Perhaps  there  are  now  a  greater  number  of  patients  under  Dr.  Cutter's 
charge,  than  have  been  brouijht  together  there  for  many  years.  His 
thorough  acquaintance  with  that  particular  class  of  unfortunate  beings, 
and  the  rural  beauties  of  the  place,  give  it  many  advantages  over  similar 
private  establishments  at  the  north.  In  making  reference  to  this,  how- 
ever. Dr.  Gordon's  retreat  for  the  insane,  in  the  delightful  town  of  Hing- 
ham,  should  by  no  means  be  overlooked. 


Sc7-otal  HypertropIiTj. — When  notice  was  taken  of  Dr.  Picton's  removal 
of  a  tumor  weighing  j^/j/-/uo  pounds,  at  ]\ew  Orleans,  no  one  bad  much 
confidence  in  the  recovery  of  the  patient.  It  seems,  however,  by  a  com- 
munication from  that  city,  that  he  is  actually  convalescing — and  the  phv- 
sicians  entertain  an  expectation  of  a  speedy  restoration  to  healih.  Dr. 
McFarlan's  infirmary  has  become  quite  distinguished  by  having  this  ex- 
traordinary operation  performed  in  it.  Dr.  Picton,  who  is  appreciated  in 
this  city,  possesses  precisely  the  requisites  to  constitute  an  eminent  sur- 
geon—a well  cultivated  mind,  a  steady  hand,  and  moral  excellence  of 
character. 


Medical  Miscellany. — A  catalogue  of  the  Castleton  Vermont  Academy 
of  Medicine  has  been  received.  The  school  seems  to  be  in  as  flourishing 
condition  as  ever.  Professor  Armsby  being  awhile  indisposed  during  the 
late  lecture  term,  the  chair  of  anatomy  was  acceptably  filled  by  Dr. 
March,  of  Albany,  an  excellent  demonstrator, — Suicides  have  been  un- 
commonly rife  of  late  in  France.  The  number  of  females  who  have  de- 
stroyed themselves,  is  truly  shocking. — Two  hundred  dollars  have  been 
presented  the  Boston  Dispensary,  by  a  charitable  society. — The  entire 
population  of  several  towns  on  the  Danube,  near  Belgrade,  has  been 
swept  away  by  the  plague. — After  much  delay,  our  regular  files  of  the 
India  Journal  of  Medical  and  Physical  Science,  have  arrived.  A  copy 
of  the  India  Review  is  in  the  editor's  care,  in  exchange  for  Professor 
Silliman's  Journal,  which  will  be  sent  to  the  nearest  agent.  Two  pack- 
ages, of  two  volumes  each,  of  surgical  works,  are  also  in  the  editor's 
keeping,  from  a  foreign  country,  addressed  to  the  Medical  Societies  of 
Philadelphia  and  New  York.  If  any  gentleman  connected  with  these 
institutions  will  inform  us  to  whom  the  books  are  to  be  addressed,  to 
reach  their  respective  libraries,  they  will  confer  a  favor. — 1  he  epidemic 
which  has  been  raging  at  the  river  Gambia,  Africa,  .still  continues  with 
unabated  force  :  nearly  all  European  settlers  have  died. — In  the  month 
of  September  last,  the  number  of  suicides  in  Paris,  was  sixty-six.  For- 
ty-four of  these  killed  themselves  in  their  own  houses,  and  twenty-two 
being  found  in  the  river  Seine,  were  supposed  to  have  drowned  them- 
selves.— The  health  of  New  Orleans  was  manifestly  improving  at  the 
last  dates. — Dr.  Beaumont,  now  of  St.  Louis,  who  has  distinguished 
himself  by  a  work  on  Digestion,  founded  on  experiments  with  St. 
Martin  (the  man  with  an  external  orifice  from  the  stomach),  is  making 
arrangements  to  renew  and  enlarge  these  experiments  on  the  same  indi- 
vidual.— Cholera  has  finally  shown  itself  at  Rieti,  Narni,  Terni,  and 
Villerbo,  near  Rome.  At  Catania,  near  Messina,  up  to  Sept.  12th,  the 
number  of  deaths  ranged  from  200  to  250  a  day.  The  dead  were  actu- 
ally lying  by  the  sides  of  the  streets.  A  few  cases  only  were  developed 
at  Pisa.  At  Leghorn,  it  seems  to  have  exhausted  itself.  In  the  south 
of  France  it  is  spreading. 
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CANCER  OF  THE   PENIS. 

FROM    THE    "  CLINICA  "    OF    PLACIDO    PORTAL. 
[Translated  for  the   Boston   Medical  and   Surgical  Journal. J 

Although  cancer  may  arise  spontaneously  in  the  penis,  from  a  can- 
cerous diathesis,  as  happens  in  other  organs,  yet  it  is  frequently  the 
result  of  some  other  affection,  counterfeited  and  degenerated  through 
the  ne^jligence  of  the  patient,  the  abuse  of  coition,  or  by  improper 
treatment.  It  requires,  therefore,  the  closest  attention  of  the  skilful 
surgeon  to  distinguish  this  fiom  the  other  diseases  which  imitate  it, 
especially  the  syphilitic.  It  being  necessary,  however,  to  proceed 
promptly  to  the  extirpation  of  the  cancerous  tissue,  before  the  absorp- 
tion of  the  sanies  produces  a  general  infection,  we  must  carefully  com- 
pare the  peculiarities  of  other  ulcers  infecting  these  parts,  with  those  of 
cancer,  which,  indeed,  does  not  present  forms  so  ambiguous  but  that  it 
may  be  diagnosed  with  certainty.  As  long  as  the  disease,  either  under 
the  form  of  a  hard,  fissured  swelling,  or  of  an  indurated  fungous  ulcer, 
remains  local,  and  is  limited  to  the  subjacent  cellular  textures,  the  ex- 
tirpation of  merely  the  part  affected  is  always  successful ;  and  to  pro- 
ceed imprudently  to  tiie  complete  amputation  of  the  penis,  can  avail  no 
more  than  the  partial  operation,  namely,  a  radical  cure.  But  if  the 
cancer  has  attacked  the  fibrous  envelope  of  the  corpus  cavernosum, 
even  though  the  substance  be  clear,  the  amputaiion  of  the  entire  mem- 
ber becomes  indispensable.  The  malady  is  sometimes  reproduced  after 
this  operation.  This,  however,  only  happens  when  it  is  diffused  through 
the  whole  system,  and  has  taken  the  character  of  a  general  affection. 
Such  a  diffusion,  taking  place  through  a  cancerous  swelling  of  the  ingui- 
nal or  anal  glands,  or  by  the  extension  of  the  mischief  to  the  base  of 
the  penis,  is  always  a  powerful  reason  with  the  surgeon  against  any 
operation  whatever. 

In  general,  the  cancerous  ulcer  of  these  parts  attacks  the  old  rather 
than  the  young.  In  the  former,  the  diminished  volume  of  the  organ 
allows  the  prepuce  to  become  lengthened,  and  this  part  usually  wanting 
cleanliness,  readily  becomes  cedematous  and  ecchymosed  :  these  ecchy- 
nioses,  the  dripping  of  the  urine  slowly  discharged,  and  its  acrimonious 
nature,  tend  continually  to  increase,  the  frenum  swelling,  and  complete 
phymosis  being  produced.  Tbe  urine  and  the  want  of  cleanliness  then 
acting  with  a  constantly  increasing  effect  upon  the  glans,  or  upon  the  in- 
16 
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flamed  prepuce,  give  rise  to  an  incurable  malady,  in  the  form  of  cancer, 
called,  properly,  carcinomatous  ulcer  of  the  penis,  and  which  is  curabfe 
only  by  a  surgical  operation.  This  rrecjuently  happens,  also,  in  those 
who  bear  a  con^^enital  phyniosis  ;  and  in  some,  besides  the  above-men- 
tioned causes  and  venereal  mischiefs,  the  greater  sensibility  of  the  glans, 
or  of  the  internal  face  of  the  prepuce,  more  readily  gives  occasion  to 
cancer. 

Case  1st.  Amputation  of  the  Penis. — Antonio  Arena,  having  ar- 
rived at  the  age  of  puberty,  and  being  naturally  inclined  and  excessively 
addicted  to  venery,  contracted  primary  syphilis.  Instead,  however,  of 
attempting  to  rid  himself  of  the  disease,  he  nourished  it  by  coition,  and 
had  intercourse  with  infected  persons  until  some  ulcers  of  a  phagadenic 
character  made  their  ajipearance  upon  the  ^lans.  Tliese  resisted  every 
curative  means,  and  the  tissues  of  the  penis  constantly  wasting,  it  be- 
came necessary,  as  a  last  resource,  to  make  a  partial  removal  of  the 
glans.  Being  thus  cured  of  this  serious  difficulty.  Arena  recommenced 
the  abuse  of  coition  with  more  ardor  than  before,  wholly  rei^ardless  of 
consequences.  By  this  fourse  he  contracted  new  disease,  which  taking 
the  same  form  as  before,  soon  assumed  all  the  characters  of  a  carcino- 
matous affection.  Indeed,  when  I  first  saw  the  patient,  the  ulcers  upon 
the  remaining  portion  of  the  glans  were  so  deepened  and  degenerated, 
as  to  offer  altogether  this  character.  The  man,  although  by  his  natural 
conformation  of  a  strong  fibre,  yet  found  himself  emaciated  and  weak  ; 
and  a  slight  fever  constantly  attacked  him  towards  nightfall,  with  wan- 
dering pains  over  his  whole  body.  These  were  signs  of  a  general  infec- 
tion, and  I  hesitated,  therefore,  at  first,  as  to  an  operation  ;  but  I  con- 
fided in  the  idea  that,  though  these  ulcers  had,  by  the  influence  of  such 
causes,  degenerated  and  become  carcinomatous,  yet  it  might  happen 
well  to  change  the  nature  of  the  locality,  while  the  simple  venereal 
taint  predominated  in  the  whole  system.  I  was  the  more  encouraged, 
as  neither  the  glands  of  the  groin  nor  of  the  anus  were  at  all  involved. 
For  these  reasons  I  advised  the  amputation  of  a  large  part  of  the  penis, 
which  was  executed  as  follows. 

Having  arranged  the  apparatus,  and  having  placed  the  patient  hori- 
zontally upon  a  bed,  I  committed  to  an  assistant  the  root  of  the  mem- 
ber, with  a  suitable  portion  of  skin,  and,  using  a  knife  with  a  straight 
and  long  blade,  I  cut  with  one  stroke  perpendicularly  through  the  organ 
three  lines  below  the  base  of  the  glans.  Having  tied  the  two  dorsal  ar- 
teries, and  the  two  cavernosae,  I  introduced  a  catheter  of  gum  elastic  in- 
to the  bladder,  and  carried  down  the  ends  of  the  ligatures,  and  covering 
the  wound  with  lint,  I  secured  the  whole  by  a  suitable  bandaging.  The 
patient,  after  this  operation,  was  submitted  to  an  external  niercurial  treat- 
ment, by  which  he  sensil)ly  improved,  became  better  nourished,  the 
wound  healed,  and  the  general  morbid  phenomena  of  confirmed  lues 
entirely  disappeared. 

This  individual,  however,  being  possessed,  as  I  have  said,  by  an  irre- 
pressible desire  for  venery,  new  and  inevitable  misfortunes  awaited  him. 
Caring  nothing  for  the  disgrace  he  incurred,  he  again  gave  himself  up  to 
the  most   abandoned  debauchery.     He   soon,  therefore,  contaminated 
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himself  with  new  and  serious  nnaladies,  which  after  a  time  dragged  him 
n)iserably  to  the  grave.  Before  this  took  place,  however,  a  partial  re- 
moval of  the  penis  was  practised  upon  him  lor  the  third  time. 

Case  2d.  A  monk,  Peter,  had  a  congenital  phymosis  which  in  adult 
age  was  little  or  no  hindrance  to  coition.  At  the  age  of  55  lie  began  to 
suffer  frojn  a  pruriginous  herpes  upon  the  glans  and  prepuce,  which  at 
times  was  so  troublesome,  by  its  intense  itching,  as  to  prevent  sleep. 
Having  for  this  difficulty  employed  much  counsel,  and  many  remedies 
internally  and  locally,  he  went  at  last  to  a  surgeon,  who  made  an  incision 
along  the  prepuce,  in  order  to  dilate  the  aperture.  This  operation  was 
followed  after  a  time  by  a  strong  irritation  in  the  part,  and  this  disap- 
pearing, there  was  discovered  a  small  excrescence  upon  the  right  lateral 
and  lower  portion  of  the  gbans.  To  gel  access  to  this  it  was  necessary 
to  continue  farther  the  first  incision,  and  thus  being  exposed,  it  was  easily 
and  entirely  removed.  The  woimd  which  resulted  from  this  operation, 
resisted  curative  means,  began  to  degenerate,  and  a  year  afterwards  put 
on  the  aspect  of  a  cancerous  ulcer.  The  most  diligent  treatment  was 
employed  internally,  and  escharotics  and  tonics  locally,  but  all  produced 
no  effect ;  or  rather  the  latter  greatly  increasing  the  inflammatory  nature 
of  the  malady,  rendered  it  more  malignant  and  extended.  At  this  stage 
I  visited  the  patient.  The  cancerous  ulcer  extended  over  all  the  upper 
surface  of  the  glans  and  prepuce.  Its  margin  was  irregular  and  indu- 
rated, much  elevated,  and  from  its  pallid  and  irregular  centre  a  sanious 
and  offensive  matter  constantly  drained.  In  the  right  groin  there  was  a 
gland  enlarged  to  the  size  of  an  almond.  The  patient  was  somewhat 
fat,  but  of  a  feeble  and  lax  fibre.  A  continual  fever,  with  a  red  tongue 
and  burning  thirst,  complicated  the  local  malady.  A  strict  antiphlogis- 
tic treatment,  internal  and  external,  quickly  calmed  this  local  and  general 
phlogosis,  so  that  after  a  (ew  days  he  was  in  a  state  to  admit  of  the 
performance  of  amputation  of  the  organ.  This  was  executed,  in  my 
presence,  by  the  attending  surgeon. 

Excepting  an  obstinate  haemorrhage,  occasioned  by  the  excessive  di- 
latation of  the  bloodvessels  distributed  in  the  fibrous  tissue  of  the  cor- 
pora cavernosa,  which  was  soon  arrested  with  the  actual  cautery  and 
moderate  pressure,  the  operation  was  complicated  with  no  inconvenience, 
and  the  patient  gradually  improving,  in  less  than  a  month  the  wound 
was  entirely  healed. 

Twelve  days  after  the  cicatrization  of  the  wound,  a  slight  inflamma- 
tion manifested  itself  in  a  gland  of  the  groin,  the  skin  covering  it  became 
of  a  pale  rose  color,  and  some  twinges  of  pain  were  experienced.  In 
vain  the  patient  employed  local  antiphlogistics,  the  gland  increased  in 
volume,  and  finally  opened  at  the  lower  part,  discharging  a  small  quanti- 
ty of  sanious  and  foul  matter.  After  some  days  the  aperture  enlarged, 
and  became  an  ulcer  of  a  cancerous  nature.  In  this  state  the  actual 
cautery  being  freely  applied  to  the  affected  part,  failed  to  produce  those 
favorable  results  which  sotne  have  recently  proclaimed  for  it.  At  the 
separation  of  the  eschar,  the  lesions  caused  by  the  burning  iron  reduced 
themselves  into  ulcers,  and  a  severe  inflammation  invested  the  whole 
groin.     The  wound  became,  by  the  suppuration  which  ensued,  larger 
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and  deeper,  was  covered  by  a  morbid  vegetation,  and  intersected  by 
large  fissures,  was  very  sensitive  to  the  contact  of  the  lint,  and  wept  a 
very  foetid  sanies.  A  continual  and  intense  fever  exhausteti  the  strength 
of  the  patient  daily,  and,  tormented  by  day  with  constant  thirst,  and  by 
night  with  wandering  pains,  he  found  no  repose.  At  this  critical  time, 
a  severe  local  and  general  antiphlogistic  treatment  rendered  his  situation 
less  painful,  and  gave  hopes  for  the  future.  Straitened  circumstances 
now  compelled  the  sufferer  to  seek  an  asylum  in  the  hospital,  where  the 
disease  being  treated  rather  in  an  exciting  than  soothing  manner,  dis- 
played its  malignant  and  fatal  character.  The  extending  ulcer  pene- 
trated, by  a  gangrenous  process,  the  abdominal  cavity  ;  and  the  patient, 
consumed  by  fever  and  pain,  and  suffering  lesions  in  organs  so  important, 
was  forced  to  succumb. 


MUSIC   IN  SCHOOLS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — As  a  Bostonian,  I  have  been  much  interested  in  the  proposed 
experiment  of  introducing  musical  instruction  into  the  public  schools,  as 
a  liberal  measure,  promising  good  results  in  several  ways.  But  as  a 
member  of  the  profession,  I  regard  it  with  interest  in  its  hygienic  rela- 
tions to  a  numerous  class  of  the  conmiunily,  and  eventually  to  all. 

The  circumstances  under  which  children  attending  school  are,  by  the 
necessary  regulations,  unavoidably  placed  during  school  hours,  are  very 
remarkable;  and  though  they  have  often  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
physiologist,  are  still  too  much  neglected.  Here  we  have  children  kept 
for  a  fourth  or  fifth  part  of  the  twenty-four  hours  as  nearly  motionless, 
so  far  as  their  bodies  are  concerned,  as  the  efforts  of  the  instructers, 
striving  against  the  impatience  of  nature  and  of  their  inclinations,  can 
make  them.  There  are  intermissions  of  this  constraint,  indeed,  which 
are  arranged  as  judiciously,  without  doubt,  as  the  present  system  will 
admit.  But  these  occasional  outlets  for  the  accumulated  energies  of  the 
body,  though  invaluable,  are  not  what  we  should  desire.  They  are  al- 
together too  short  to  answer  the  desired  end  ;  and,  again,  the  impetuous 
and  unnatural  activity  with  which  the  interval  is  filled  up,  is  as  inconsis- 
tent with  the  perfection  of  the  vital  processes,  as  the  opposite  extreme. 
The  grand  desideratum,  therefore,  if  it  be  necessary  to  continue  the 
time  of  confinement  at  school  the  same  as  now,  must  be  something  to 
relieve  the  dulness  and  oppressive  inactivity  of  school  hours  on  the  one 
hand,  and  thereby  moderate  on  the  other  hand  the  violence  of  excite- 
ment and  exertion  during  play  hours.  This  desideratum  the  introduc- 
tion of  sinking  promises,  at  least  in  some  small  measure,  to  supply.  And 
the  advantages  of  even  a  small  ac(]uisition  in  this  way,  if  it  become 
general  (and  for  this  I  have  no  fear),  will  he  incalculable.  iXor  will  the 
gain  of  healthy  exercise  and  relaxation  be  so  sn)all  as  we  should  at  first 
view  suppose.  Under  the  circumstances  of  the  schoolroom,  the  mere 
change  of  situation  and  object  of  attention  is  something  ;  but  that  the  ,J^ 
absolute  exercise — the  consumption  of  nervous  and  muscular  energy  in 


American  Crania.  249 

even  half  an  hour  of  disciplinary  practice  in  singing,  is  very  considera- 
ble, no  one  will  deny  who  is  acquainled  with  llie  modern  thorough 
mode  of  teaching.  Few  kinds  of  exertion  call  into  action  so  much  mus- 
cle at  once  as  singing  ;  wliicli  brings  into  moderate  action  (these  muscles 
being  designed  never  to  he  exhausted,  cannot  he  urged  to  violent  effort) 
all  the  principal  and  auxiliary  muscles  of  respiration.  At  the  same 
time  the  viscera  both  of  the  thoiax  and  abdomen,  are  all  subjected  to  a 
vigorous  action  in  the  highest  degree  salutary  and  natural.  This  must 
be  a  great  relief  and  aid  to  the  vital  functions  when  embarrassed  by  the 
constrained  positions  of  the  schoolroom.  Again,  there  seems  nothing 
irrational  in  the  [)osition  assumed  by  llie  advocates  of  singing,  that  it  for- 
tifies the  lungs,  when  not  alieady  morbidly  disposed,  against  disease  ;  on 
the  contrary,  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  noted  increase  in  their  capaci- 
ty, and  the  temporary  vigor  conferred  by  it,  may  he  connected  with  a 
permanently  improved  developuient,  by  which  fatal  diseases  shall  be 
resi-^ted. 

We  must  add  to  these  advantages  of  singing  in  schools,  the  peculiar 
manner  in  which  it  exercises  and  awakens  the  attention,  and  the  pleas- 
ant, yet  harndoss  exhilaration  which  it  must  afford,  thus  acting  like  a 
safety  valve  upon  the  animal  spirits,  otherwise  waiting  to  explode  in  up- 
roar and  mischief.  The  moral  effects  which  must  follow  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  proposed  plan,  from  the  union  of  voices  in  harmony  as  op- 
posed to  discord,  well  deserves  attention  :  but  they  cannot  probably  be 
fully  appreciated  till  seen  and  felt.  The  subject  at  present  might  seem 
to  be  one  of  local  interest  only,  but  1  conceive  it  to  be  far  otherwise.  I 
confidently  look  u|)on  the  experin)ent  here  as  a  starting  point,  from 
which  will  proceed  results  that  will  rapidly  become  as  universal  as  they 
will  be  important  in  their  bearings.  And  I  earnestly  hope  that  the  at- 
tention of  the  profession  generally  will  be  directed  to  it  as  the  germ  of 
a  more  complete  system  of  general  education,  in  the  future  develop- 
ment of  which  they  will  be  peculiarly  called  upon  to  give  their  aid. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Boston,  Nov.  10,  1837.  L.  C. 


AMERICAN    CRANIA. 

[At  the  late  meeting  of  the  medical  section  of  the  British  Association,  in 
Liverpool,  Dr.  Warren,  of  this  city,  made  the  following  remarks,  as 
published  from  the  notes  of  a  stenographer  ;  but  they  are  not,  we  are 
informed,  exactly  reported.  Probably  a  more  precise  account  will  be 
published  hereafter.] 

Dr.  Warren,  of  Boston,  U.  S.,  was  called  on  for  his  paper  on  "  Some 
remarks  on  the  crania  of  the  Mound  Indians  of  the  interior  of  North 
America,  as  compared  with  the  crania  of  the  South  American  Indians 
of  Peru."  As  a  stranger,  though  not  exactly  a  foreigner,  he  felt  it  his 
duty,  for  the  very  valuable  information  he  had  received  at  the  meetings 
of  that  section  of  the  association,  to  make  some  contribution  towards 
the  facts  which  the  British  Association  had  so  sedulously  collected.  There 
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were  some  facts  peculiar  to  that  part  of  the  world  in  uhicli  he  resided 
which,  of  course,  could  not  come  within   the  cognizance  of  the  menj- 
bers  of  the  association,  and   he  would  endeavor  to  state  them  ;  whether 
they  would  be  considered  important  or  not,  would  be  for  their  considera- 
tion.    A  considerable  number  of  years   ago,  he  accidentally  came  into 
possession  of  a  cranium  which  struck  him   as   an  extraordinary  one,  and 
on  examination  he  found  that  it  differed  from  the  crania  of  all  the  well- 
known  races,  and  the  individual   nations  composing  those  races.     He 
was  led  by  this  to  make  some  inquiry  into  its  history,  and  he  ascertained 
that  it  came  from  the   banks  of  the  Ohio  river,  far  back  in  America,  in 
what  was  called  tlie  Western  Country,  and  that  it  was   discovered  in  a 
cavern  on  the  top  of  a  high  and  almost  inaccessible  rock,  at  the  distance 
of  about  forty  or  fifty  feet  from  the  banks  of  the  Oliio,  by  some  hunters 
pursuing  an  animal,  which  took  refuge  in  the  cave.     They  there  found 
the  scull  and  the  other  bones  of  the  body,  in  a  fine  state  of  preservation. 
The  bones  were  so  situated  that  they  might  have  been  there  for  several 
ages  without  decomposition,  the  calcareous  rock  which  formed  the  bot- 
tom of  the  cavern,  absorbing  all  moisture.     From  the   inaccessibility  of 
the  place  in  which  they  were  found,  it  was   probable  that  they  had  re- 
mained there  for  centuries.     It  was  natural   to  suppose  that  this  head 
must  have  been  one  of  the  aboriginal  Indians  of  North  America  ;  but, 
on  examination,  he   ascertained   that  such  was   not  the   fact,  its  whole 
structure  being  different  from  the  Indian  crania.     He  suspected   that  it 
misht  have  connection   with  those  races  which  had  been  discovered  to 
be'deposited  in  the  ancient  works  or  mounds  of  North  America,  and  he 
soon  obtained  heads  from  that  part  of  the  country,  and   satisfied  himself 
of  the  fact.     He  would   presently  state  the   partictdars  in  which   they 
differed  from  other  heads.     They  had  frequently  heard  of  the  mounds 
in  the  interior  of  North  America.     They  were  exceedingly  curious,  and 
many  of  them  were  found  in  wilds  which  had  scarcely  been  trod  by  the 
foot  of  civilized  man,  and    were  covered   with   immen«e  forests.     They 
found  elevations  of  earth  which  were  quite  extraordinary,  and  would  be 
so  even   in   any  country.     These   mounds   were  covered   by   immense 
trees,  and  the  observer  was  struck  at  once  with  the  great  antiquity  which 
must  belong  to  them.     There  were  difl^erent  kinds  of  mounds.     There 
were   some  which  had  a  great   resemblance   to  fortifications,  regularly 
made  and  of  considerable  extent.     There  was  one  at  Circleville  which 
was  more  than  a  mile  in  circumference,  and  which  was  surrounded  by  a 
wall  or  fortification,  about  thirty  feet  in  heiglit,  with  regular  openings  in 
different  parts  of  it,  and  these  openings  guarded  by  interior  works,  simi- 
lar to  those  in  fortifications  in  the   present  day.     These  mounds  were 
o-enerally  situated  near  the   confluence  of  important   rivers;  there   was 
one  at  the  conflux  of  the  Ohio  and   IMuskingum    rivers  ;  they  were  so 
situated  as  to  connnand   the  passage   of  the  rivers.     The   mounds  were 
perfectly  regular,  flat   on    the  sunnnit,  and   frequently  a  sort  of  excava- 
tion on  the  top  of  the  sunmiit.     They  were  partly  intended  for  the  pur- 
poses of  interment,  and   partly  for  places  of  worship  ;  and  probably  the 
excavation   found   on  the  summit  was  a  place  where  human   sacrifices 
were  made.     Some  of  these  works  were  very  similar  to  the  great  tern- 
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pie  at  Cholula,  in   South   America.     These  works  were  of  very  great 
extent,  extc-ndini;  a  leniiih  of  1000  miles,  from   tlie   banks  of  the  great 
lakes  in  Canorla  to  tiie^Giilf  of  IVlexico,  ami  (illed   all  the  most  fruitful 
parts  of  North  America.     Tl)e  heads   he    had  sjwken   of  as  having  ob- 
tained were  taken   from   one   of  these   circular   mounds.     The  head  in 
question,  in  common  with  all  the  heads   taken   from   these  mounds,  dif- 
fered from  thii  Indian  and   European  formation.     There  was  less  exten- 
sion of  forehead   than    in  the   European  head,  but   it   resembled  it ;  the 
elevation  of  forehead  being  equal   to   the  Caucasian  race.     The  vertex 
also  was  unconnnonly    elevated.     The  seat   of  the  or>,ran  of  veneration 
seemed  to  be  very  much  developed,  and   it  was  evident  that  they  were 
a  very  religious  nation,  for  there  was   evidence  that   they  made   many 
human  sacrifices.     Tlie  formation  of  the  scull  approached  to  the  Peru- 
vian.    But  the  most   remarkable  fact  was  the  Haitening  of  the  occiput, 
which  gave  the  cranium  a  peculiarly  rounded  form,  and  some  even  were 
quite  circular.     Tiie  occiput  also   was   almost  always  more  flattened  on 
the  right  side  than  on   the  left.      Another  peculiarity  in  these  heads  was 
that  the  palatine  fossa  was  of  a  rounded  form.     The  lower  we  descended 
in  the  scale  of  races,  the   nearer   we  approached   the  animal  formation. 
They  knew  that  in  the  animal  formation  the  jaws  were  very  elongated, 
which  gave  animals  greater  perfection  in  taste  and  smell.     There  was  an 
approximation  to  the?  African  race  in  a  small  degree  in  the  North  Ameri- 
can Indian  ;  but  as  we  rose  to  the  Caucasian  race  the  palate  was  shorter 
and  smaller ;  so  that  taste  and  smell  were  inferior  in  the  Caucasian  races. 
Animals   probably   had  a   power  in  discriminating   noxious    smells  and 
herbs,  which  we  had  not. 

After  he  had  been  in  possession  of  these  heads  for  a  number  of  years, 
he  was  anxious  to  generalize  his  remarks.  When  he  was  expecting  con- 
tributions imm  the^interior  part  of  the  country— for  the  mounds  were 
situated  very  far  from  the  part  where  he  lived— say  a  thousand  miles — 
it  was  difficult  also  to  obtain  these  bones,  as  many  of  them  were  found 
in  a  state  of  decomposition— he  found,  one  morning,  three  heads  lying 
on  his  table.  He  immediately  examined  them,  and  supposed  them  to 
be  sculls  of  the  Mound  Indians.  But  a  few  days  after,  the  gentlemen 
who  had  furnished  them  came  to  Boston,  and  said  to  him  that  these  were 
the  heads  of  Peruvians,  and  that  they  were  taken  from  an  island  near 
the  city  of  Lima,  a  place  renowned  amongst  Peruvians,  where  Mango 
Copac  was  said  to  have  descended  from  Ihe  Sun  in  order  to  enlighten 
the  Peruvian  race.  He  afterwards  showed  the  sculls  to  Dr.  Spurzheim, 
and  he  said  they  were  all  precisely  of  the  same  race.  He  perceived 
that  the  organ  of  constructiveness  was  peculiarly  developed  in  all  these 
heads.  Inquiring  further  into  the  history  of  the  Peruvian  heads,  he 
found  three  descnptions;  one  similar  to  the  one  he  had  been  describing, 
having  a  flattened  occiput,  temples  wide,  and  forehead  particularly  ele- 
vated. But  there  was  an6ther  description  much  more  common,  which 
was  of  an  oblong  form,  and  very  much  resembled  an  egg  in  shape.  In 
this,  the  occiput,  instead  of  being  compressed  and  flattened,  was  very 
prominent  indeed.  Then,  there  was  a  third  kind  of  Peruvian  head, 
which  did  not  exhibit  any  marks  of  compression.     The  first  kind  were 
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all  remarkably  irregular,  and  wanting  in  symmetry.  These  heads  had 
evidently  been  artificially  flattened  on  the  occipital  and  frontal  part,  and 
were  well  known  to  belong  to  the  Inca  race  of  Peruvians,  as  they  were 
taken  from  the  place  where  they  were  buried  ;  and  they  also  had  some 
specimens  of  tl:e  people  amongst  them.  [The  lecturer  here  described 
that  a  whole  family  of  the  noble  race  of  Inca  had  been  buried  with  their 
clothes,  and  every  part  of  them  in  a  surprising  state  of  preservation, 
just  as  they  lived  before  the  Spanish  conquest.  The  tomb  in  which 
they  were  found,  was  circular,  like  a  well,  lined  with  bricks,  and  near 
the  bottom  a  flat  stone  was  put  down,  supported  at  the  sides  like  a  floor, 
leaving  a  large  cavity  underneath.  The  bodies  were  then  put  into  the 
tomb  upon  this  stone,  and  loose  earth  thrown  over  them.  The  cavity 
underneath  the  tomb  drained  off  the  water  and  damp,  and  thus  the 
bodies  were  preserved.]  Having  traced  the  exact  similarity  between 
the  Mound  sculls  and  the  Peruvian  sculls  of  the  Inca  race,  the  conclu- 
sion was  irresistible,  that  these  two  people  had  a  similar  origin.  JNow 
they  were  situated  at  a  distance  of  1000  or  1500  miles  from  each  other, 
and  the  heads  of  the  intervening  nations  were  entirely  different  from 
the  one  or  the  other.  At  first  this  appeared  to  him  very  extraordinary. 
And  here  he  might  remark  on  the  great  iniportance  of  investigations  by 
anatomists  to  point  out  the  history  of  those  nations  which  tradition  did 
not  hand  down.  There  was  a  race  between  these  two  races,  and  they 
had  heads  almost  as  flat  as  a  pancake.  [A  Peruvian  head  was  here  ex- 
hibited, which  had  been  subjected  to  artificial  compression,  and  which 
was  nearly  square,  being  perfectly  flat  behind,  and  nearly  so  on  the  fore- 
head.] He  must  say,  for  the  benefit  of  phrenology,  that  so  far  from 
the  intellects  of  these  flat-headed  persons  being  inferior,  the  Indians  who 
possessed  them  were  quite  equal  in  intelligence  to  others  of  the  same 
nation.  He  had  the  head  of  a  celebrated  chief,  who  had  a  most  extra- 
ordinarily flattened  forehead,  and  he  was  known  to  have  remarkable  tal- 
ent. In  fact,  no  person  was  thought  of  any  consequence  in  that  country, 
unless  he  possessed  a  flat  head. — [A  laugh.]  They  then  legitimately 
inferred,  that  these  two  nations  were  closely  allied  to  each  other — that 
was,  the  nations  who  had  inhabited  the  mounds,  and  the  Peruvians,  be- 
cause there  was  no  resemblance  between  the  heads  of  these  nations,  and 
any  other  heads  that  were  known.  He  might  conclude,  with  just  inti- 
mating that  there  had  been  observed  to  be  a  resemblance  between  these 
two  sets  of  heads,  and  the  heads  of  the  Hindoo  race  ;  the  same  rounded 
form,  and  similar  smoothness  in  the  bones  of  the  head  and  face.  The 
conclusion  drawn  was  that  the  race  of  the  Mound  Indians  was  entirely 
dissimilar  to  the  North  American  Indians  ;  and  second,  that  they  were 
entirely  similar  to  the  Peruvian  race,  which  would  lead  to  the  inference 
that  these  two  were  one  race.  The  American  Indians,  he  thought,  had 
emanated  from  two  different  sources,  one  from  the  south  part  of  Ameri- 
ca, and  the  other  from  the  North  West  Coast. 

Dr.  Warren  sat  down  amidst  very  loud  and  continued  applause. 

Dr.  Roget  here  vacated  the  chair  to  Dr.  Carson. 

Dr.  Logan  would  ask  Dr.  Warren  if  he  considered  the  Peruvian  and 
Mound  sculls  belonged  to  the  same  period  of  time  ? 
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Dr.  Warren  had  no  doubt  that  the  sculls  taken  from  the  Mounds  had 
much  greater  antiquity. 

Dr.  Logan. — Tliey  possess  nnuch  more  elevated  frontal  bones  than 
the  Peruvians,  and  he  should  therefore  infer  that  they  had  a  later  source. 

Dr.  Warren  said,  the  sculls  were  precisely  alike  in  form. 

Dr.  Holland  wished  to  ask  whether  the  pressure  made  on  the  heads  of 
the  flat-headed  Indians  was  entirely  lateral? 

Dr.  Warren  said,  the  pressure  on  the  frontal  bone  was  horizontal. 

Dr.  Logan  would  conceive  that  the  forehead  would  be  flattened  by 
the  same  process  as  the  occiput.  If  two  pieces  of  wood  were  tied  before 
and  behind,  the  same  pressure  must  flatten  both. 

Dr.  Warren  said  that  was  a  fair  inference,  but  such  was  not  the  fact. 
He  did  not  know  how  they  managed  the  pressure. 

JNIr.  Cull  asked  if  there  was  any  proof  of  pressure  ? 

Dr.  Warren  said  they  had  no  facts  oi'  traditions  from  the  Mound  In- 
dians, but  it  must  be  evident  to  any  anatomist,  that  these  heads  must  be 
artificially  compressed,  as  there  was  nothing  in  nature  like  these  irregu- 
lar compressed  hearls.  He  had  seen  heads  of  South  Sea  Islanders,  which 
exhibited  a  gieat  degree  of  compression,  but  not  of  flattening. 

Mr.  Cull  said  it  was  stated,  that  the  Caribs  had  their  heads  flattened 
by  boards  ;  but  these  had  never  been  seen  worn. 

Professor  Evanson  begged  pardon  ;  such  had  been  seen  by  travellers. 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  M'Intosh,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  then  unani- 
mously passed,  amidst  loud  applause,  to  Dr.  Warren,  for  his  very  valu- 
able communication. 


A   CASE   OF  STRABISMUS,  WITH   DOUBLE   VISION   AND   AMAUROSIS. 

BT    EDWARD    J.    DAVENPORT,    W.D.,    BOSTO>'. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Cases  of  Strabismus,  from  their  frequency  and  the  deformity  they  occa- 
sion, are  often  presented  for  medical  advice  and  treatment.  In  nearly 
every  instance,  a  careful  examination  will  show  in  the  slrabismatic  eye, 
a  deficiency  in  the  power  of  vision,  more  or  less  complete.  In  all  cases 
the  practitioner  should  ascertain,  if  possible,  the  cause  and  origin  of  the 
strabismus,  and  regulate  the  treatment  accordingly.  In  the  following 
case,  the  disease  was  recent  and  readily  yielded  to  treatment. 

Samuel  Gass,  house  servant,  thirty  years  of  age,  after  a  day  of  more 
than  usual  fatigue,  was  exposed,  while  sleeping,  to  a  current  of  cold  air 
upon  the  head  and  face.  Upon  rising  in  the  morning,  he  noticed  that 
the  sight  of  the  right  eye  was  impaired,  and  that  the  dimness  of  sight 
was  accompanied  with  double  vision. 

June  24th.  All  objects  viewed  with  the  right  eye,  appear  to  the  pa- 
tient as  if  seen  through  a  mist  or  smoke,  and  upon  turning  his  eyes  either 
to  the  right  or  left,  he  has  double  vision,  but  when  looking  straight  for- 
ward with  both  eyes,  or  with  either  separately,  objects  appear  single. 
Vision  of  the  left  eye  is  unimpaired.     Upon  examination,  it  was  appa- 
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rent  that  the  antero-posterior  axis  of  each  eye  was  parallel  when  looking 
forward,  but  upon  turninir  the  eyes  strongly  to  tlie  right,  the  rigiit  eye 
was  unable  to  concur  in  the  motions  of  the  other ;  for  while  the  left  eye 
turner]  towards  the  inner  canthus  of  that  side,  the  right  eye  was  directed 
nearly  forward — hence  double  vision,  from  want  of  correspondence  in 
the  action  of  the  muscles  ol  the  eye-ball.  To  the  same  cause  should 
be  attributed  the  strabismus,  which  it  may  be  observed  was  partial  in  de- 
gree, and  was  merely  one  of  a  train  of  morbid  actions,  symptomatic  of 
disease  of  the  eye-ball  or  appenrlages. 

Upon  inquiry,  the  patient  denied  having  received  any  blow  or  other 
mechanical  injury  that  could  have  produced  any  disease  of  the  eye. 
General  healih,  good.  He  was  directed  to  take  an  active  cathartic,  and 
to  have  five  or  six  leeches  applied  to  tlie  right  temple  daily.  Entire 
rest  for  the  eyes. 

June  28th.  Complains  of  considerable  pain  in  the  eye,  chiefly  in  the 
morning  and  towards  evening  ;  the  right  eye-ball  feels  full  and  somewhat 
firmer  than  the  left  ;  there  is  likewise  tenderness  on  pressure.  The 
strabismus  remains  the  same  ;  the  iris  is  moderately  active,  and  the  pu- 
pil natural  in  form  and  size.  Apply  leeches  more  freely,  and  take  four 
grains  of  blue  pill  every  night. 

July  1.  Eye  feels  less  painful,  and  the  strabismus  has  diminished  ; 
vision  remains  dim.  Continue  the  blue  pill,  and  liave  leeches  applied 
pro  re  nata. 

10.  Since  free  bleeding  by  leeches,  he  has  had  no  pain,  and  the  eye 
seems  to  be  gradually  regaining  its  natural  motions.  Leeches  to  be  ap- 
plied if  pain  returns.      Omit  the  blue  pill. 

20.  Vision  of  the  affected  eye  has  become  much  clearer.  Has  ap- 
plied leeches  once  or  twice. 

August  I.  Vision  is  perfectly  restored  ;  a  slight  difficulty  in  turning 
the  eye  towards  the  inner  canthus  remains,  but  will  undoubtedly  wear 
off,  as  the  muscles  of  the  eye  recover  their  full  power. 

No.  4  Winter  Street,  Nov.  1837. 


AMPUTATIONS— NO    SYSTEM    IN   AMERICA. 

~'To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  noticed  in  a  late  number  of  your  Journal  some  well-timed  sug- 
gestions u[)on  the  subject  of  amputation,  urging  the  necessity  of  settling 
the  question  with  regard  to  the  best  method  of  performing  that  opera- 
tion. Those  suggestions  would  apply,  with  nearly  equal  force,  to  the 
operations  for  the  radical  cure  of  hydrocele. 

The  methods  of  performing  the  operation  of  amputation  are  almost 
as  numerous  as  the  operators  themselves.  The  well-known  fact  that 
the  operation  will  generally  succeed  when  performed  in  any  one  of  a 
great  variety  of  ways,  has  induced  surgeons  to  vary,  from  time  to  time, 
their  mode  of  operating,  and  even  to  exercise  their  ingenuity  in  making 
improvements  of  their  own.     The  preference  is  too  apt  to  be  given  to 
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that  method  which  leaves  the  parts  in  a  state  to  heal  in  the  shortest 
time,  without  duly  appreciating  the  difference  between  a  stump  well 
cushioned  with  nuiscular  substance,  and  one  where  the  end  of  the  bone 
is  merely  covered  with  skin.  With  the  present  facilities  for  acquiring  a 
surgical  education,  a  young  man,  when  he  enters  tlie  profession,  feels 
himself  com|)etent  to  perform  so  plain  an  operation  as  amputation.  An 
opportunity  will  at  Ien!,'th  present  itself;  lie  then  begins  to  review  his 
authorities  :  there  he  finds,  in  his  best  books,  such  a  strange  diversity  of 
opinions  on  the  subject,  that  he  is  constrained,  after  all,  to  make  his  own 
selection  with  regard  to  the  method  of  operating.  This  is  not  only  a 
source  of  embarrassment  to  him,  but  he  is  liable  to  combine  in  his  opera- 
tion the  objectionable  parts  of  two  or  more  different  systenis.  That 
some  one  method,  otiier  things  being  equal,  is  preferable  to  any  other, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  ;  and  as  surgeons  are  rapidly  multiplying,  it  be- 
comes the  more  necessary  that  this  question  should  be  permanently  set- 
tled. An  expert  operator  may  occasionally  deviate  from  established 
rules ;  he  may  bestride  his  hobby  and  amble  away,  as  fancy  may  dictate, 
and  this,  too,  with  comparative  safety,  for,  bolt  or  i)lunge,  the  rider  gen- 
erally comes  upon  his  feet.  But  let  the  new  beginner  jjresume  to 
mount  the  same  hobby,  he  will  be  liable  to  turn  a  sununerset  when  he 
least  expects  it.  It  is  important  for  him,  not  only  that  every  step  of 
his  operation  should  be  clearly  defined,  but  that  a  uniform  method  should 
be  established  on  such  high  authority,  as  to  leave  as  few  things  as  possi- 
ble to  the  discretion  of  the  operator. 

In  the  remarks  referred  to  in  the  Journal,  allusion  is  made  to  ampu- 
tation at  the  joints.  This  circumstance  brought  to  my  recollection  a 
case  in  which  1  was  concerned  several  years  aao.  1  was  called  to  am- 
putate both  the  great  toes  of  a  young  lady  in  Pembroke,  JNew  Hamp- 
shire. The  operation  had  been  determined  upon  before  I  saw  her,  by 
men  competent  to  decide  the  question.  It  was  desirable,  on  account  of 
distance,  to  remove  both  toes  at  the  same  time;  but  being  aware  that 
the  operation  would  be  attended  with  pretty  severe  pain,  and  not  having 
entire  confidence  in  the  fortitude  of  the  patient,  I  made  the  first  incision 
on  one  toe,  and  left  the  operation  unfinished  till  after  the  other  toe  had 
been  removed.  This  was  done  that  both  operations  might  be  com- 
pleted at  one  sitting.  This  case  presented  a  fair  opportunity  of  testing 
the  comparative  advantages  of  operating  at  the  articulation,  or  dividing 
the  bone  with  the  saw.  I  accordingly  separated  one  toe  at  the  joint 
above  the  nail  ;  the  other,  at  the  centre  of  the  phalanx  above.  I  was 
unable  to  cover  the  ends  of  the  bones  as  perfectly  as  I  could  have  wish- 
ed, but  in  this  respect  the  two  were  very  much  alike.  I  then  left  the 
patient,  and  never  saw  her  afterwards  ;  but  requested  the  attending  phy- 
sician, who  was  a  very  intelligent  practitioner,  to  carefully  note  the  pro- 
gress of  the  two  cases,  and  give  me  the  result,  which  l)c  afterwards  did 
in  writing.  He  informed  me  that  the  one  separated  at  the  joint  healed 
sooner  than  the  other ;  that  it  was  attended  with  much  less  pain  ;  that 
healthy  granulations  soon  covered  the  surface  of  the  cartilage,  and  that 
the  cure  progressed  without  interruption  or  trouble. 

I  have  been  thus  minute  in  giving  the  details  of  this  case,  not  that  it 
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was  in  itself  of  much  importance,  but  because  it  afforded  an  opportunity, 
which  could  very  rarely  occur,  of  trying  both  methods  of  operating  on 
the  same  subject,  on  corresponding  parts,  and  at  the  same  lime  ;  and 
subsequent  experience  has  induced  me  to  prefer  se])arating  the  su)all 
bones  of  the  feet  and  hands  at  the  articulation,  rather  than  by  the  ap- 
plication of  the  saw,  whenever  circumstances  would  allow  me  to  make 
my  selection.  X.  X. 

Bilkrica,  Nov.,  1837. 
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MARINE   HOSPITAL,   CHELSEA. 

Last  week  there  were  seventy  patients  in  ward,  among  which  were 
four  cases  of  scurvy,  well  marked  ;  three  of  enlargement  of  the  spleen  ; 
and  one  of  perceptible  abscess  of  the  liver.  These  are  all  comparative- 
ly rare  diseases  at  the  north,  and  we  hope,  therefore,  that  the  physicians 
of  the  city  found  time  to  visit  the  institution.  Every  student  at  the  col- 
lege should  avad  himself  of  the  opportunity  of  examining  the  Chelsea 
Hospital,  in  which  there  is  always  a  rare  exhibition  of  the  maladies  of 
all  countries  with  which  the  port  of  Boston  holds  a  maritime  intercourse. 
Dr.  Stedman,  the  surgeon,  has  invariably  expressed  a  perfect  willingness 
to  oblige  those  who  manifest  a  desire  to  profit  by  what  he  has  it  in  his 
power  to  show  them. 


Electro-Magnellc  Poiccr. — Mr.  Davenport,  now,  we  believe,  in  New 
York,  and  Dr.  Page,  of  Salem,  have  both  been  anticipated  in  what  are 
here  considered  discoveries,  viz.,  the  propulsion  of  machinery  by  elec- 
tro-magnetic influences.  Dr.  O'Shaughnessy,  of  Calcutta,  exhibited  at 
a  scientific  meeting,  on  the  3d  of  January  last,  a  working  model  of  his 
machine,  which  appears  to  have  been  altogether  superior  to  the  models 
shown  by  the  above-named  gentlemen,  at  the  late  fair  in  Boston.  A 
plan,  together  with  engravings,  illustrating  the  construction  of  Dr.  O' 
Shaughnessy's  surprising  invention,  may  be  seen  in  the  tenth  number  of 
the  India  Review,  conducted  by  Dr.  Corbyn,  page  460. 

Dr.  Rankin,  Officiating  Secretary  of  the  Medical  Board  of  Calcutta, 
has  also  made  what  is  considered  an  important  discovery — a  method  by 
which  steamboats  may  give  notice,  ihcmselvcs,  when  shoals  or  any  other 
obstructions  are  in  the  way  of  the  boat.  An  account  of  this  may  be 
found  in  the  same  work. 


Boston  Eye  Infirmary. — We  notice  a  sign  in  Winter  street,  pointing  to 
this  new  establishment.  It  is  not  intended,  we  understand,  to  be  a  rival 
to  the  Massachusetts  Charitable  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  but  is  intended 
for  a  private  institution — there  being  business  for  both,  without  at  all  in- 
terfering with  each  other.     It  was  projected  by  Dr.  Edward  J.  Daven- 
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port,  formerly  attached  to  the  other,  but  now  in  private  practice.  lie  is 
a  worthy  man,  and  a  jiidioiuus  medical  adviser.  Desirinji,  above  all 
things,  a  multiplication  of  the  means  of  contributin<r  to  the  relief  of  the 
blind,  no  one  at  all  interested  in  the  progress  of  medical  philanthropy 
could  object  to  the  creation  of  as  many  eye  infirmaries  as  the  community 
demand. 


Preservation  of  Animal  Bodies. — About  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  Lieut. 
Col.  Bagnold  presented,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Asiatic  Society,  a  piece  of 
beef  and  a  human  hand,  preserved  in  vegetable  tar,  brought  from  the 
vicinity  of  INIocha,  on  the  borders  of  the  Red  Sea.  The  article  is  manu- 
factured in  most  parts  of  Syria  and  Aral)ia  Felix,  by  subjecting  a  small 
tree,  growing  there,  to  a  considerable  degree  of  heat.  Ihe  Arabs  call 
it  kairaan.  In  conversation  with  some  J^edouin  Arabs,  Col.  Bagnold 
was  led  to  suspect  that  this  was  the  identical  substance  used  in  Egypt 
for  embalming,  having,  perhaps,  camphor,  &.c.  combined  with  it.  ^Vhen 
the  thermometer  ranged  at  94  degrees,  in  the  month  of  July,  he  made 
experiments  with  fowls  and  legs  of  mutton,  which  were  highly  satis- 
factory, and  all  tended  to  convince  him  of  the  antiseptic  properties  of 
the  tar. 

On  a  careful  inspection  of  several  Peruvian  bodies  recently  brought 
to  this  city,  by  Mr.  Blake,  who  opened  an  ancient  stone  vault,  from 
which  they  were  taken,  all  being  in  a  sitting  posture,  we  are  satisfied 
that  they  are  actually  munmiies.  The  odor  of  tar  is  strikingly  percepti- 
ble, and  the  bones  seem  to  be  saturated  with  a  black,  adhesive  fluid. 
With  these  facts  before  us,  of  the  property  of  tar  in  Syria,  and  its  pre- 
sumable use  in  embalming  in  South  America,  perhaps  a  thousand  years 
before  the  Indians  or  Tartars  reached  this  part  of  the  continent  from  the 
north,  we  ask  our  professional  brethren  to  commence  a  series  of  experi- 
ments with  the  common  tar  of  the  country,  with  a  view  to  ascertaining 
its  antiseptic  and  preservative  powers. 


Mortalilij  of  Military  Mtn  in  ihe  Bengal  Army. — In  the  last  twenty 
years,  there  have  died  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  officers 
of  the  Bengal  Arn)y,  or  59.2  per  annum,  out  of  an  average  number  of 
1897  persons,  or  about  31.2  per  cent.  The  mean  ages  of  the  deceased 
were  as  follows — viz.,  81  colonels,  whose  mean  age  was  61  years;  97 
lieut.  colonels,  at  51  ;  78  majors,  at  40  ;  277  captains,  at  36  ;  and  651 
subalterns — the  mean  age  not  ascertained,  but  ranged  from  18  to  33. 
The  extreme  age  of  the  oldest  pilot  acting  under  orders  of  the  JNIarine 
Board,  has  been  only  47  years,  the  mean  age  of  all  who  have  died  in 
the  government  service,  being  44.  The  oldest  pilot  on  the  list  served 
only  30  years. 

Effects  of  Ardent  Spirits  on  Infusorice. — At  one  of  the  scientific  parties 
given  at  Lord  Auckland's,  at  the  government  house,  Calcutta,  which  are 
exceedingly  popular,  in  January  last,  Mr.  Prinsep  and  Dr.  Weiler  ex- 
hibited the  astonishing  powers  of  the  ox-hydrogen  microscope.  Amongst 
other  exhibitions  with  that  instrument,  living  infusoriye  were  seen  in  com- 
mon drinking  water,  contending  with,  and  destroying  each  other  with 
marvellous  activity.  A  little  brandy  was  introduced,  upon  which  they 
immediately  fell  to  the  bottom,  unable  to  resist  its  potency. 


258  Medical  Intelligence. 

Medical  Prize  Fund  171  India. — A  native  gentleman,  apparently  a  man 
of  great  wealth,  judi^ing  from  his  various  aots  of  liberality,  whose  name 
is  Dwarkanauth  'i'ajare,  presented  in  March,  1836,  to  the  Medical  Col- 
lege established  at  Calcutta,  the  annual  sum  of  2000  rupees,  for  three 
successive  years,  to  be  distributed  in  the  form  of  prizes  to  native  stu- 
dents of  medicine.  Another  native  has  otTered  the  prize  of  1000  rupees 
to  any  medical  gentleman  who  shall  succeed  in  extracting  stone  from  the 
bladder  without  pain  and  cutting.  The  editor  of  the  India  Medical 
Journal  remarks  that  tliis  is  encouragement  to  the  profession  to  improve 
in  the  present  mode  of  lithotomy,  and  to  study  animal  magnetism. 


A  Case  of  Suicide  is  related  by  Dr.  Isaac  Parri.«h,  in  the  November 
number  of  the  American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences,  which  is  re- 
markable as  having  been  committed  by  a  girl  in  her  fifteenth  year,  ap- 
parently from  no  other  cause  than  having  recently  read  of  several  instan- 
ces of  suicide,  and  having  been  in  the  same  house  where  the  crime  was 
committed  a  few  months  previous.  It  was  proved  that  the  patient  bought 
half  an  ounce  of  arsenic  at  an  apothecary's  shop  in  the  neighborhood, 
two  days  previous  to  her  death,  and  nearly  that  amount  of  it  was  found 
in  the  stomach  at\er  death.  It  was  also  proved  that  she  mentioned,  in  the 
morning,  having  read  an  account  of  suicide  by  the  same  means.  This 
case  tends  to  confirm  what  has  long  been  thought  true — that  the  great 
publicity  which  isgiven,  through  the  medium  of  the  newspapers,  to  nearly 
every  case  of  suicide  that  occurs,  is  productive  of  incalculable  mischief, 
and  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  continued. 


Treatment  of  Parahjsis. — INI.  Jobert,  of  the  Hopital  St.  Louis,  Paris, 
has  lately  revived  the  treatment  of  paralysis  by  the  actual  cautery.  Sev- 
eral striking  cases  are  publislied,  showing  his  success  with  this  mode  of 
treatment.  In  a  case  of  complete  paralysis  of  the  arm,  the  red  hot  iron 
was  gently  drawn  from  the  superior  boundary  of  the  disease,  down  along 
the  inner  side  of  the  deltoid  muscle  as  far  as  its  insertion,  and  then  along 
the  external  n)argin  of  the  same  muscle,  uniting  the  two  lines  by  two  or 
three  transverse  sections.  The  surface  was  afterwards  dressed  with 
linen  steeped  in  oil,  as  a  protection  from  friction  of  the  clothes.  The 
cautery  was  not  allowed  to  penetrate  deeper  than  the  surface,  the  object 
being  merely  to  produce  a  shock  on  the  nerves  of  the  extremity.  In 
this  case  the  remedy  was  applied  five  several  times,  and  the  patient  was 
discharged,  cured,  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  after  admission. 

A  new  mode  of  vesication,  as  a  remedy  in  the  same  complaint,  has 
been  practised  in  the  French  provincial  hospitals.  The  blister  is  raised, 
on  the  extremity  affected,  in  the  following  manner.  A  piece  of  brown 
paper,  of  the  size  and  shape  of  the  desired  blister,  is  moistened  with  wa- 
ter and  placed  on  the  affected  limb.  A  common  smoothing  iron,  pre- 
viously well  heated,  is  then  applied  over  the  moistened  paper,  which  pro- 
duces a  vesicated  surface  almost  instantaneously,  by  means  of  the  steam 
generated  by  the  contact  of  the  hot  iron  and  wet  paper.  This  method  is 
said  to  be  less  painful,  and  is  certainly  more  expeditious,  than  that  com- 
monly adopted. 

Aconite  in  Headache. — Mr.  Radley,  of  Dover,  in  England,  has  been 
very  successful   in   the   use  of  the  monks-hood  (aconitum  napellus)  in 


Medical  Miscellany.  259 

cephalalgia.  The  form  in  which  he  has  used  it  is  the  simple  extract  made 
from  the  inspissated  juice  expressed  Irotn  the  bruised  leaves  of  fresh 
gathered  plants,  in  the  latter  end  of  May,  just  bel'ore  the  time  of  flower- 
ing, poured  into  shallow  vessels  of  earthen  ware,  and  allowed  to  evapo- 
rate slowly  in  the  shade  in  warm  weather.  The  following  was  his  pre- 
scription in  one  case.  R.  E.xt.  aeon.  9ij.  ;  powdered  liquorice  sufficient 
to  make  20  pills.  One  or  two  to  be  taken  at  night.  The  cases  of  head- 
ache in  which  he  mostly  uses  it  are  those  of  idiopathic  cephalalgia,  true 
nervous  headache,  not  dependent  on  other  causes.  Mr.  R.  justly  urges 
upon  medical  men  greater  attention  to  the  indigtni  of  their  neighborhood 
and  country — a  long-neglected  department  of  the  healing  art,  which 
ought  to  resume  its  natural  and  important  place  in  the  pursuits  of  medi- 
cal men.  "  When  the  qualities  of  vegetable  substances  are  known,  true 
it  is  that  chemistry  modifies  them,  and,  in  some  cases,  arms  them  with 
increased  powers  of  assuaging  suffering  ;  but  still,  to  obtain  the  basis  of 
our  knowledge,  we  must  rely  on  botanical  research." 


Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  D.  C.  Perry  has  opened  rooms  at  Wood- 
stock, Vt.,  lor  the  study  of  surgical,  pathological  and  recent  anatomy. — 
The  Western  Medical  Reformer  would  have  more  success  in  the  great 
work  it  proposes  in  medical  reformation,  if  its  pages  were  enlivened  by 
more  practical  matter,  and  of  a  better  quality,  than  usually  appears  there  ; 
and  besides,  the  articles  are  insufferably  long.  All  this  is  said  in  kind- 
ness, though  we  feel  no  sort  of  interest  in  the  extension  of  the  doctrines  it 
inculcates. —  Dr.  Charles  G.  Putnam  has  been  appointed  Attending  Phy- 
sician of  the  Lying-in  Hospital. — Dr.  Francis  Moran,  of  Newton,  N.  J., 
recently  extracted  a  cent  from  the  throat  of  a  man,  after  it  had  been 
transfixed  six  days  in  the  lower  part  of  the  pharynx. — Washing  the 
hands  in  a  solution  of  alum  prevents  any  bad  effect  upon  the  health  of 
dissectors,  it  seeming  to  neutralize  the  poison  of  anaton)ical  subjects, 
which  is  sometimes  fatal,  when  a  small  quantity  of  matter  is  absorbed  by 
the  wound  of  a  cut  finger.  This  discovery  goes  to  the  credit  of  Dr.  Ma- 
cartney.— There  are  just  one  hundred  and  twelve  practitioners  of  medi- 
cine in  Boston,  belonging  to  the  Medical  Association  ;  besides  which, 
the  irregular  pretenders  to  physic  and  surgery  border  upon  a  legion. — A 
public  advertisement,  dated  at  the  beautiful  town  of  Brighton,  a  few 
miles  from  Boston,  says — "  Physician  wanted,  who  will  devote  his  time 
to.  the  duties  of  his  calling,  instead  of  employing  it  in  officious  interfer- 
ence with  the  avocations  of  the  citizens." — Seventy-five  students  are  in 
attendance  at  the  Berkshire  Medical  College. — The  India  Journal  of 
Modical  and  Physical  Science,  published  in  Calcutta,  and  edited  by  F. 
Corbyn,  Esq.,  contains  many  articles  from  our  Journal  of  la.st  year. 
Among  them  we  notice  Dr.  L.  V.  BelTs  Cases  in  Pathological  Anatomy, 
Dr.  Gillespie's  Case  of  Fracture  of  the  Maxillary  Bone,  the  Review  of 
Louis  on  Bloodletting,  Dr.  Hall's  Treatment  of  Inflammation  of  the 
Lungs,  Dr.  West's  Case  of  Animal  Magnetism  (under  the  head  of  im- 
portant discovery),  beside  editorial  remarks. — The  Thomsonians  are 
holding  a  convention  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  consisting  of  delegates  from 
most  of  the  New  England  States  and  New  York.  Thomson,  the  founder 
of  the  system,  is  also  present. 


Died,— At  Monroe,  La.,  Dr.  James  W.  Mason,  formerly  of  Cambridge. — In 
London,  Dr.  Uwins,  an  aged  and  respectable  practitioner,  though  for  the  last 
few  years  of  hia  life  he  has  been  a  disciple  of  Hahnemann. 
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Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Nov.  18,  40.    Males,  16 — Females,  24. 

Oivi-ii  niti  111,  7 — i.iteinperance,  1 — drowm-d,  1 — iiirlaiiimatiun  of  the  brain,  ] — palsy,— apoplexy, 
1 — croup,  "2 — marasmus,  1 — inllaininalum  of  the  ii.tesiine,  I  — old  age,  3 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  1 — 
typh-is  fever,  3— convulsions,  d—cacliexia,  1 — clioleia  inrantum,  1 — dropsy,  4 — inflainiualion  of  the 
bowels,  1 — measles,  1 — scarlatina,  1 — ha:inorrhage,  uterine.  1 — sudden,  1 — stillborn,  4. 


MEDICAL    SCHOOL    OF   MAINE. 

The  Medical  Lectures  at  Bowdoin  College  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  19th    of  February,  1638. 

Anatomy   and  Surgery,   by  Joseph  Robv,  M.D.,   late   Demonstrator   of  Anatomy   in   the   Medical 

l^chool  of  Harvard  University. 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  Obstetrics  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  James  M'Keen,  M.D. 
Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica,  by  Parker  Cleaveland,  M.U. 
The  Anatomical  Cabinet  and  the  Library  are  a?inually  increasing. 

Every  person,  becnoiing  a  member  of  this  institution,  is  required  previously  to  present  satisfactory 
evidence  of  possessing  a  good  moral  character, 
'i'he  amiuint  of  fees  fur  the  leclu/es  is  Sot).     The  lectures  continue  three  months. 
Degrees  are  conferred  at  the  close  of  the  lecture  term   in  May,  and  at  the  following  Commence- 
ment of  the  College  in  ijeptember. 

Professor  M'Keen,  who  has  been  absent  during  the  last  year,  visiting  the  hospitals  of  Great  Britain 
and  France,  will  return  to  this  country  before  the  commencement  of  the  lectures. 

P.  CLEAVELAND,  Secretary. 
Brunswick, Oct.  1837.  Nov.  8 — eop6t 

MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  medical  instruction.  A  convenient  room 
has  been  provided  for  this  purpose,  whirli  will  be  open  to  llie  sindents  at  all  hours.  'I  hey  will  have 
access  to  an  extensive  medical  library,  and  every  other  necessary  facility  for  the  acquirement  of  a 
thorough  medical  ediicaticm. 

Opportunities  will  be  otfered  far  the  observation  of  diseases  and  their  treatment  in  firo  Dispensary 
districts,  embracing  Wards  ],  2  and  3,  and  in  ca.'ies  which  will  he  treated  at  the  room  daily. 
Instruction  will  be  given  by  clinical  and  other  lectures,  and  by  examinations  at  least  twice  a  week. 
Sufficient  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  .Anatomy. 

For  further  information,  application  may  be  made  at   the  room,  over  103  Hanover  street,  or  to 
the  subscribers.  EPIIRAIAI  BUCK,  M.D. 

AriA  B.  s.\C)\V,  M.D. 
E.   WALTEll  LEACH,  M.D. 
Boston,  Aiitrust  9,  1837.  HENRV  G.  CLARK,  M.D. 

JOSEPH  MORIARTY,  M.D. 

LECTURES   ON   THE   DISEASES   OF   THE  EYE. 

Dr.  John  Jeffries  will  deliver  a  course  of  Lectures  on  the  Anatomy  and  Diseases  of  the  Eye,  at 
the  Massachusetts  Eye  and  Ear  Intirinary.  corner  of  Pitts  and  Green  stieels,  to  commence  on  the 
eighth  d;iy  of  Xoveuilier.  Apply  to  DR.  JEFFillES,  No.  9  Franklin  street,  or  at  the  Infirmary,  any 
day,  at  11  o'clock,  A..M.  Nov.  1 — ep3t 


MEDICAL    INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  (he  Ibllowing  terms  : 

The  i)upils  will  he  admitted  to  the  practice  ofthe  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.     Ins:rurtion,  by  lectures  or  e.xaminalions,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Cliildren,  and  on  Chemistry',     by      Dr.  Channing. 
On  Physiology,  Paiholiigy,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica,  -  -     '"'      Dr.  Ware. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,         -  -----  "       Dr.  Oris. 

On  .Anatomy,        ----  -.-.-.  -  "       Dk.  Lewis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Liglits  and  fuel  with  iiit  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fee-*  are  $103 — to  be  paid  in  advance.  Nocredit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  lontier  period  than  six  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  the  Tremont  House, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHANNING, 

JOHN   WARE, 
Oct.  18— tf  GEORGE   W.   OTI.'S,  JR. 

WINSLOW   LEVAIS,  JR. 

VACCINE   VIRUS. 

Physicians  in  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  Pure  Vaccine 
Virus  by  return  mail,  on  addressing  the  editor  i«f  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  enclos- 
ing one  dsllar,  postpaid,  wilhoiit  which,  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  otrue.  Oct.  25. 


THR  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wedne.sday,  by 
D.  CLAPP,  JR.  at  184  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Fianklin  Street,  to  whom  all  commnnirniion's 
must  be  ad'lresseil,/7»<(-/)0H/.  It  is  also  published  in  .M(>iithly  I'arts,  each  Part  ronini  nine  the  weekly 
numbers  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  ."^.M  I  Til,  M.D.  Editor. —  Price  $.'1,01 1  a 
year  in  advance.  ii|3.50  after  three  months,  and  St.iKlifnnt  paid  within  the  year. — Agents  allowed 
every  seventh  copy  gratis. — Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
satisfactory  reference. — Postage  the  same  as  for  a  Newspaper. 


THE 

BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 
JOURNAL. 


VOL.  XVII.]  Wednesday,  November  29,  1837.  [NO.  17. 


FUNCTIONS  OF  THE   BRAIN. 

Professor    Evanson  being  called  upon,   at  the   late   meeting  of  the 
British  Association   in   Liverpool,  for   his   paper  on    "  A  critical  analysis 
of  the  different  niethods  adopted    for  determining  the  functions  of  the 
brain,"  said  he  meant  to  confine   himself  very  strictly  to  what  the  title 
of  his  paper  announced.     He  felt  the  necessity  of  being  as  brief  as  pos- 
sible at  that  late  period  of  the  section.     The  subject  he  had  undertaken 
was  one  of  considerable   extent,  and  he  should  endeavor  to  curtail  that 
extent  by  confining  himself  to  particulars.     He  should  avail  himself  of 
extemporary  speaking,  in  order  to  increased  facility  and  rapidity  in  com- 
municating his  views.     He   need   say  nothing  upon  the  difficulty  of  the 
subject  ;  its  mere  announcement  would  speak  for  that — to  pass  in  critical 
review  each  of  the   methods  which  had  been  at  different  times  adopted 
by  physiologists  in  endeavoring  to  solve  the  problem,  "  What  is  the  use 
of  the  brain  ?"  and   to  compare  each  of  these  methods,  as  he  proposed 
to  do,  according  to   two  standards — first  its   applicability  to   the  object 
proposed,  and  next  the  final   test  of  whether  it  was  partially  or  equally 
successful  ;  so  that  he  need  not  say  that  he  had  a  task  of  some  difficulty 
and  importance,  and  that  the  subject  required  to  be  a  little  dilated  upon. 
The  brain  was  a   very  large   and   a   very  important  organ  of  the  body. 
The  question   was,  did   they  really  at  this  time  of  day  know  its  func- 
tions ?     He  believed,  at  least,  that  it   would  be  agreed  upon  that  they 
did  not  agree   on  its  functions.     He  could  hardly  have  brought  forward 
a  more  important  proposition  for  the  consideration  of  tlie  section  than  an 
analysis  of  the  functions  of  this  organ  and  the  methods  by  which  it  had 
been  attempted   to  ascertain  its  functions.     The  particular  object,  then, 
that  he  wished  to  bring  before  the  section,  was  the  analysis  of  a  (ew  of 
these  methods;  and  he  need  not  say  anything  to  impress  on  all  present 
the  importance   of  the   inquiry  in  order  that   they  should   get  into  the 
right  road.     For  Lord   Bacon   had   said  that  a  cripple  in  the  right  road 
would    beat   a  racer  in    the    wrong.     (Hear.)     The    proposition    was, 
"What  are  the   uses  of  the  brain?"     There  was  this  important  viscus 
in  t'  '  body — what  were  its  uses,  or  was  it  of  no  use  whatever  ?     This 
quesi'.on  had  naturally  attracted  the  attention   of  the  most  distinguished 
physiologists.     One   of  the   first   methods  was   to  anatomise  the  brain. 
They  said,  "  We  will  dissect  it,  and   find   out  its  uses  thereby."     But 
this  was  soon  found  to   be  ineffectual.     Mere  anatomy  would  not  reveal 
its  use,  or  that  of  any  organ.     The  mere  examination  of  a  structure  will 
17 
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not  show  the  functions  of  which  tliat  striictiu-e  is  capahle.  (Hear.)  If 
they  wanted  any  proof  of  tliis  they  might  instance  the  brain.  It  was 
dissected  and  deinonstiated  every  day,  and  many  hard  names  which 
served  to  puzzle  the  student  were  learned,  but  all  this  showed  little  light 
as  to  its  functions.  Tlie  mere  anatomy  of  the  brain  was  insufficient. 
"  Oh  but,"  said  some  pysiologists,  '=  we  have  found  out  a  method  by 
which  the  question  can  be  determined  ;  we  will  not  rest  satisfied  by 
dissecting  it  in  the  dead  subject,  but  we  will  dissect  it  in  the  living." 
This  was  one  step  in  the  advance  of  inquiry.  They  certainly,  when 
they  proposed  to  cut  up  a  section  of  the  brain  and  compare  its  results 
with  otiiers,  had  made  an  advance  ;  they  came  to  an  attempt  to  ascer- 
tain how  far  the  exercise  of  function  was  connected  with  the  integrity 
of  particular  parts.  But  they  came  now  to  inquire,  was  this  measure 
adequate  to  tlie  object  proposed,  and  had  it  been  attended  with  success? 
That  method  was  unable  to  solve  the  proposition  it  pretended  to.  To 
cut  out  the  parts  of  the  brain  and  then  determine  its  functions,  implied 
that  they  knew  what  part  to  cut  out.  It  implied  also  tliat  they  knew 
how  to  take  neither  more  nor  less  than  the  function,  lest  they  should 
couimit  an  injury  on  surrounding  parts.  They  were  as  badly  off  as 
Shylock,  when  he  had  to  take  a  pound  of  flesh,  hut  to  lake  neither 
more  nor  less.  Had  it  been  satisfactory  ?  Certainly  not.  The  same 
investigators  had  differed  from  themselves  at  different  times  as  to  the  re- 
sults. The  principal  result  had  been  a  conviction  that  certain  emotions 
appertain  to  certain  parts  of  the  brain;  it  appearing  to  be  ascertained 
on  investigation  that  an  abstraction  of  particular  parts  of  the  brain — of 
the  cerebellum,  was  attended  with  disturbance  of  peculiar  emotions. 
Injury  to  the  crura  cerebelli  was  said  to  be  attended  with  certain  rota- 
tory motions.  It  appeared  strange  enough,  that  making  wounds  in  the 
ears  of  birds  was  attended  with  disturbed  rotatory  motions.  It  was 
therefore  as  legitimate  a  conclusion,  that  a  particular  part  of  the  brain 
had  the  function  of  motion,  as  that  the  canal  of  the  ears  of  birds  had  a 
similar  function.  This  was  an  argumentum  absurdum  sufficient,  without 
going  any  farther.  But  so  far  as  this  had  gone  in  the  hands  of  another 
investigator,  Boileau,  he  seemed  to  have  established  this  fact,  that  the 
removal  of  the  anterior  lobes  of  the  brain  was  always  followed  by  a  loss 
of  perception.  This  seemed  to  be  so  universal  as  to  give  a  general  assent. 
And  so  far  as  this  rude  examination  went,  this  method  had  proved  the 
use  of  the  anterior  lobes.  There  were  some  facts  stated  with  respect 
to  injury  of  the  human  brain,  which  were  very  puzzling,  but  they  were 
puzzling  to  all  classes  of  philosophers.  It  would  appear  from  some  of 
them  that  man  was  different  from  animals  ;  that  he  could  afford  to  lose  a 
part  of  his  brain  and  not  miss  it — that  brain  was  of  more  necessity  to  a 
rabbit  than  to  a  man.  (A  laugh.)  This  might  be  a  consolation.  An- 
other class  of  inquirers  then  came  forward  and  said,  "  we  have  now  the 
best  method;  we  will  not  depend  on  merely  dissecting  the  brain  in  the 
dead,  nor  in  cutting  it  up  in  livini:  subjects;  we  see  the  disadvantage  in  that, 
as  the  investigation  could  never  be  applied  to  man."  "  We,"  said  the 
pathologists,  "  will  wait  till  nature,  or  rather  disease,  does  for  us  what 
the   dissecting  anatomist  does   for   himself;  we  will  wait  till  particular 
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parts  of  liie  brain  are  afTected  ;  ue  will  see  the  cause  of  disturbance, 
and  infer  tlieiefroni."  No  one  could  feel  more  than  he  did  the  ^reat 
assistance  that  had  been  derived  from  pathological  observations  ol'  the 
brain  ;  but  he  was  not  one  of  those  who  thought  pathology  was  a  sort  of 
Alexandrian  sword,  with  which  they  were  to  cut  every  gordian  knot. 
He  woidd  read  to  them  some  of  the  results  which  had  followed  these 
observaiions.  Looking  at  the  effect  of  diseases  of  the  brain,  they 
would  lind  that  investigation  had  proceeded  a  very  small  way  indeed. 
So  far  as  these  investigations  had  gone,  it  had  been  agreed  on  by  investi- 
gators that  the  loss  of  the  power  of  utterance  seemed  to  depend  on  the 
loss  of  the  anterior  lobes  of  the  cerebrum.  Little  light  has  been  thrown  on 
the  subject.  He  would  siiggest  to  different  investigators,  that  they  qualify 
themselves  to  do  more  than  they  had  done.  (Hear.)  A  great  number  of 
pathological  cases  were  brouglil  forward  to  prove  by  individual  cases  the 
power  of  connecting  signs  with  sense,  when  disease  existed  in  that  part 
of  the  brain  which  was  demonstrated  the  organ  of  language.  He  would 
take  the  liberty  to  inculcate  on  the  junior  part  of  his  audience,  the  ne- 
cessity of  their  making  inquiry  for  themselves.  A  gentleman  became 
possessed  of  a  case,  and  he  wrote  an  account  of  it,  either  for  or  against 
phrenology,  without  having  a  full  knowledge  of  the  subject.  The  pa- 
thological method  for  determining  the  functions  of  the  brain,  was  really 
not  fully  sufficient,  and  he  passed  from  it.  A  wholly  different  investi- 
gation was  now  taken  up.  It  was  said,  "  we  will  take  the  brain  as  it  is, 
in  its  natural  living  state,  and  institute  an  investigation,  and  compare  it, 
and  make  out  why  it  was  that  a  man  was  the  most  intelligent  animal  in 
the  world."  Oh,  it  was  because  he  has  the  largest  brain  in  the  world  ; 
no  animal  has  so  large  a  brain."  Now,  there  were  larger  brains  in  the 
world  ;  therefore  that  theory  was  overturned.  Then  it  was,  "  he  has 
not  the  largest  brain,  but  he  has  the  largest  brain  compared  with  the 
size  of  his  body."  That  was  not  the  fact.  The  wren  and  the  sparrow 
had  larger  brains  compared  to  the  size  of  their  bodies.  Then  it  was, 
"  he  has  a  larger  brain  in  comparison  with  his  spinal  marrow  than  any- 
animal."  He  had  not  the  largest  brain  in  comparison  to  his  spinal  mar- 
row, so  there  was  an  end  of  that  statement.  It  was  remarkable  that 
great  names  were  attached  to  each  of  these  theories,  whilst  the  state- 
ments of  others,  deserving  respect,  had  not  been  so  well  and  properly 
treated.  One  said,  "  I  will  compare  the  brain  to  the  face,  and  then  I 
will  make  it  out.  The  reason  that  man  is  the  head  of  the  creation  in 
his  intellectual  powers,  is,  that  man  has  the  greatest  brain  in  comparison 
to  his  faoe."  This  was  not  correct.  Campier's  facial  line  was  next  in- 
troduced. Accordingly,  as  the  angle,  showing  the  comparative  promi- 
nence ofj  the  forehead  with  the  jaws,  used  in  his  plan,  was  greater  or 
less,  the' Intellect  was  to  be  greater  or  less.  This  appeared  quite  suc- 
cessful at  first.  Now,  it  appeared  so  from  an  accidental  circumstance. 
It  was  accidentally  right,  as  it  happened  to  take  in  the  anterior  part  of 
the  brain,  which  was  the  part  of  intellect.  But  when  investigated  it 
was  not  true  in  principle  nor  in  fact ;  for  in  the  young  child  you  have  a 
larger  anterior  brain  than  in  man.  And  again,  according  to  their 
method,  the  most  intelligent  negro  must  be  more  deficient  than  the  most 
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stii{)irl  European,  the  angle  being  altered  as  the  jaws  or  l"ace  protrurled. 
All  liiese  methods  failed    in  being  reasonable  methods  of  inquiry  ;  and 
he  had  shown  that  they  failed,  in    being   irreconcileable    with  matters  of 
fact.    They  look  the  whole  brain  to  be  a  single  organ,  which  it  was  not; 
and  the  measure  of  the  brain  to  be  the  measure  of  the  intellect,  which 
it  was  not.     A  man's  brain  was   fixed.     What  mattered  it   whether  an- 
other part  of  his  body  grew  small  or  great  ;  that  would  not  alter  his  in- 
tellect.     If  they  changed  the  shape  of  the  bones  of  his  face,  that  would 
not  alter  his  intellect.      Yet,  according  to  these   methods,  the  alteration 
of  any  one  of  them  would  alter  tlie  man's  intellectual  powers.     These 
methods  would  seem  not  to  be  adequate  in  this  investigation  :  they  have 
been  tried  and  found    wanting.      Another  investigator  now  appeared  in 
the  field  ;  a   man   possessed  of  the   power   of  original   thought — of  the 
power  of  observing   nature  with  the  greatest  accuracy — and  he  particu- 
larly mentioned  this,  because  he  was  represented   in   an  opposite  light — 
as  a  physiologist  coming  out   with  so  perfect  a  theory  that  its  very  per- 
fection was  an  argument  against  it — Dr.  Gall  (loud  applause),  proceeded 
to  investigate  the  brain  and  put  his  facts  together  ;  and  he  put  down  no- 
thing but  what  he  believed  to  be  a  fact  ;  and  to  this  day  Dr.  Gall's  own 
system  was  infinitely  behind  hand  with  all   others   as  to  fact.     He  had 
given  in  his  adhesion  to  the  power  of  the  organs  being  determined,  more 
than  any  other  person,  sliowini:  the   slowness   with  wliich  he  gave  in  his 
verdict  to  what  was  not  fully  settled.     He  looked  on  the  brain  as  a  plu- 
rality of  organs  ;  and  his  method  was  not   to  compare  it  with  anything 
else,  or  any  other   brain,  but   to  compare   one    part  of  it  with  another. 
This  had  been  ridiculed  ;  but   what   there  was   ridiculous  in  it,  he  could 
not    discover.     The    result  of   his  observations  was,  to   come    to    the 
conclusion    that,  where  the   anterior  part  of   the   brain    predominated, 
the   intellect   held   sway  ;  where   the    superior    part   predominated,  the 
moral   powers  were  more  exalted  ;   and  where  the  posterior  and  inferior, 
the  animal  propensities.     If  they  came  to  look  into  this  rationally,  what 
more  rational   than   this,  that  the  brain,  the  organ  of  the  mind,  and  the 
organ  of  the  feelmgs,  as  one  part  of  it  predominated,  so  in  that  the  func- 
tion   predominated.      If  the  anterior  lobes  preponderated  and  it  be  sup- 
posed to  be  the  part  of  intellect,  so  would  the  intellectual  part  prepon- 
derate.    They  might  be  here  met  by  an  opinion  which  was  very  gener- 
ally adopted,  that  the  feelings  and  sentiments  did  not  belong  to  the  brain. 
They  all  knew   that   the   sympathetic   affections  between  the  brain  and 
other  parts  of  the  body  were  very  remarkable  ;  and  that  certain  feelings 
or  passions  were  accompanied    with   sensations  in  different  parts  of  the 
body,  from    which    it    had    been    inferred    that   the   passion   lived  in   the 
place  where  it  was  felt — as,  for  instance,  some  of  the  finer  feelings  in  the 
heart,  and    some  of  the   less  amiable   iri  the  liver.      The  same  reason,  if 
this  were  well  founded,  should  make  tliem   place  grief  in  the  Uxchnjmnl 
glnnrJs,  because   they  shed   tears.     Or,  if  the   feeling  of  fear  produced 
the  result  which   a  friend  of  his,  who  had  been  in  the  army,  said   it  did 
— that  he  could   gf?nerally  tell    from    his   nose  where  the  young  recruits 
lay  in  the  line  of  baltle  in   the  morning — they  should  place  it  in  the  ex- 
crement.    (Loud   laughter.)     Such  an    idea  was  an   absurd   one.     The 
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system  tliat  Gall  hnrl  piirsiierl  in  liis  inve=iiio;ations,  lio  had  eiirleavored 
to  show  was  a  talioiial  system.  He  did  not  (all  iiilo  llie  erior  of  railing 
the  hrain  a  sint^le  nii;aii,  or  comparing  it  with  other  hiains  with  which  it 
had  nothing  to  do  ;  hiil  he  c()m|)aied  one  pait  of  the  same  hrain  with 
other  parts,  and  hy  oljserving  the  difference  in  the  sha|)es  of  heads  and 
the  difFerence  in  individuals,  he  was  ahle  to  come  to  a  conclusion.  Ma- 
ny objected  that  size  was  a  measure  of  power.  Pluenologists  did  not 
sav  that  mere  size  was  a  criterion  of  power.  If  they  came  to  compare 
the  heads  of  dillerent  individuals,  tiiey  would  find  that  such  was  not  the 
case.  His  system  was  equally  tested  by  comparison  with  the  same 
head,  and  with  the  same  part  of  another.  Now  the  only  question  re- 
specting; this  science  was,  was  it  true,  or  was  it  not  ?  As  to  the  question 
that  injmious  result  arose  from  such  opinions,  he  thought  it  was  not 
worthy  of  physiological  investigation,  k  was  a  great  oversight  not  to 
recollect  that  the  works  of  nature  were  the  works  of  the  Creator;  and 
that  every  fact  ascertained  in  nature  was  really  but  a  line  written  by 
the  Lord  in  his  own  book.  (Hear.)  To  determine,  then,  whether 
these  facts  be  true  or  not.  there  were  two  orders  of  testimony — the  tes- 
timony of  others  and  of  ourselves.  The  testimony  of  others,  of  scien- 
tific authors,  was  long  against  this  science  ;  but  so  far  frou)  that  being  the 
case  now,  it  was  extraordinary  the  number  of  scientific  men  that  had 
given  in  to  these  opinions — of  men  who  had  attained  a  certain  age,  and 
yet  received  a  new  science.  He  would  say,  if  one  distinguished  man, 
and  that  man  before  an  opponent,  came  round  to  an  adhesion  to  the 
theory,  it  overcame  the  opposition  of  one  hundred  other  men  who  had 
not  investigated  it,  and  knew  nothing  almut  it,  and  would  know  nothing 
about  it.  He  would  appeal  to  the  junior  part  of  the  audience,  to  think 
and  exatnine  for  themselves.  When  ihey  came  to  think  of  and  exam- 
ine into  this  science,  he  would  venture  to  say,  they  woidd  find  in  it 
some  of  the  most  physiological  truths  of  any  which  had  yet  been  pre- 
sented to  their  notice.  But  they  must  go  to  the  trouble  of  studying 
and  inquiring  into  the  subject.  He  should  conclude,  by  a  reference 
simply  to  the  character  of  the  opposition  which  had  been  offered  to 
phrenology,  and  the  character  of  the  actual  evidence  in  its  favoi'.  A 
man  undertook  to  speak  or  write  against  phrenology  ;  put  a  scull  into 
that  man's  hand,  and  ask  him  to  point  out  the  phrenological  charnciers 
and  name  them  ;  ask  an  opponent  to  do  this,  and  they  would  not  find  a 
single  opponent  who  could  point  out  six  organs  in  the  head.  He  un- 
dertook to  decide  that  a  thing  was  wrong,  without  knowing  what  it  was 
that  was  wrong.  (Hear.)  When  a  gentleman  gave  him  proof  that  he 
really  knew  the  subject,  he  should  listen  to  him  with  great  deference, 
but  not  otherwise.  Again,  on  the  nature  of  the  evidence,  and  he  would 
conclude.  Cases  were  recorded  against  this  science  of  individual  fail- 
ure by  persons  of  incompetent  skill  to  decide.  He  contended  that  the 
affirmative  evidence  outweighed,  one  thousand  times,  the  evidence  of 
their  opponents. 

Dr.  Simms  considered  that  pathology  had  thrown  considerable  light  on 
this  subject.  It  had  been  found  that  the  brain  decreased  in  weight  after 
forty  or  fifty  years  of  age,  when  man  was  in  his  best  estate. 
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Dr.  M'Intosh  said  that  Professor  Evanson  had  not  alluded  to  insanity, 
which  was  the  stron2;hold  of  phrenology.  JMany  phrenologists  pretended 
to  determine  character  who  were  not  qualified  to  do  so.  He  related 
several  instances  where  the  phrenological  knowledge  of  Mr.  Combe, 
of  Edinburgh,  had  been  most  satisfactorily  put  to  the  test. 

Mr.  Milnes,  a  non-medical  member,  said,  if  there  was  any  objection 
against  phrenology  more  striking  than  another,  it  was  the  very  little  pro- 
gress that  had  been  made  in  it  since  the  time  of  Dr.  Gall. 

Dr.  M'Intosh  said  that  was  not  correct. 

A  member,  whose  name  we  did  not  learn,  said  he  had  had  a  cast  of 
his  head  taken,  and  had  submitted  it  to  Mr.  Combe,  but  he  had  de- 
clined to  give  an  opinion  upon  it.  He  had  it  afterwards  subniitted  to 
two  other  eminent  phrenologists,  and  they  differed  very  considerably 
about  it,  and  also  from  the  truth,  so  far  as  he  knew  himself  and  the  ac- 
tions of  his  life. 

Dr.  Cull  said,  a  good  phrenologist  could  ascertain  character  from  the 
brain  as  well  as  from  the  scull,  and  produced  a  cast  of  the  brain  of 
Greenacre,  the  murderer,  whose  character  had  been  shown  from  it. 

Dr.  Macartney  said  lie  had  been  a  phrenologist,  and  a  pupil  of  Spurz- 
heim,  and  took  his  education  from  the  fountain  head  ;  but  experience 
had  led  him  to  change  his  opinions.  Therefore  the  argument  that  peo- 
ple came  round  to  phrenology  was  met  by  people  going  away  froni  it. 
That  part  of  the  brain  most  intimate  in  its  structure  was  entirely  over- 
looked by  phrenologists.  They  could  never  find  that  out.  Phrenolo- 
gists overlooked  entirely  what  was  the  real  structure  of  an  organ — the 
internal  structure  of  the  brain.  They  might  as  well  examine  an  orange 
and  say,  from  its  appearance,  without  cutting  into  it,  whether  it  was  a 
fruit  fit  to  eat.  He  had  known  an  instance  where  a  pitchfork  had  been 
driven  into  the  eye  of  a  man,  and  had  pierced  the  brain,  and  fixed  itself 
so  firmly  in  tlie  scull  at  the  top  of  the  head,  that  it  was  oldiged  to  be 
hammered  out  from  the  opposite  bone,  and  the  man's  mental  fimctions 
were  never  disturbed  at  all  by  it,  and  he  recovered  and  lived  for  some 
time. 

Dr.  M'Intosh.— What  did  he  die  of? 

Dr.  Macartney. — He  died  of  dysentery,  seven  years  afterwards. 
(Much  laughter.)  He  had  already  seen,  in  the  internal  structure  of  the 
brain,  by  dissecting,  a  great  many  varieties  connected  with  character. 
Professor  Evanson  said  the  brain  was  not  an  organ,  but  that  there  were 
a  great  many.  How  did  he  get  over  this  fact,  that  the  filaments  of  the 
brain  were  so  intimately  connected  with  each  other,  that  no  traces  of 
any  division  could  be  found.  He  therefore  could  not  conceive  how  any- 
thing could  go  into  one  organ  which  was  not  taken  cognizance  of  by 
the  whole  brain. 

Dr.  Carson  here,  as  president,  abruptly  put  an  end  to  the  discussion, 
by  saying  the  time  would  not  afford  it,  in  older  to  get  through  the  other 
papers. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  then  given  to  Professor  Evanson,  and  the  dis- 
cussion closed. 
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[As  an  appendix  to  tlie  prececling  debate,  we  insert  the  following  com- 
inunicalion,  wliicli  has  been  handed  us  by  our  correspondent,  ])i.  Has- 
kell, of  South  Boston,  whose  views  we  leconiinend  to  the  attention  of 
the  readers  of  the  Journal.] 

FOIl.MATIOiN  OF  THE  BRAIN,  HEART,  &c. 
The  investigations  that  have  been  carried  on  in  comparative  and  phi- 
losophical anatomy,  particularly  the  latter,  seem  to  converge  towards 
the  establishment  of  one  principle  ;  and  that  is,  that  there  is  a  slow  but 
continuous  evolution  of  structure  and  function,  from  the  lowest  form  of 
organized  matter  to  the  hitrhest  ;  that  in  the  polypus  we  have  the  sim- 
plest type  of  animal  life,  in  man  the  most  complex.  The  former  is  but 
a  mass  of  matter  endowed  "with  mobility,  expanding  with  an  inherent 
force,  and  by  the  combination  of  its  activity  and  the  impression  of  ex- 
ternal agents,  continuing  through  successive  ages,  it  is  made  to  exhibit 
all  the  changes  wrought  among  animated  beings.  If  it  be  supposed  that 
this  inheient  force  is  a  dense,  elastic  fluid,  which  organizes,  agitates  and 
expands  the  particles  of  bodies  through  which  it  moves,  we  might 
naturally  look  for  the  exhibition  of  the  properties  of  such  a  fluid  in  the 
permanent  forms,  as  well  as  functions,  which  these  bodies  assume. 

1.  If,  for  instance,  the  |)henomena  of  light  depend  on  the  motions  of 
a  fluid  similar  to  it,  we  might  expect  a  class  of  appearances  to  corres- 
pond with  the  properties  of  light,  as  radiation,  color,  he. 

2.  If,  again,  electricity,  galvanism,  &z,c.,  are  effects  of  the  motions  of 
this  fluid,  the  laws  which  aie  said  to  govern  these  agents  should  be  illus- 
trated by  all  beings  which  have  life. 

3.  A  third  class  of  ajipearances  would  represent  the  motions  that 
take  place  when  two  elastic  fluids,  in  motion,  interfere  or  strike  against 
each  other — as  the  undulations  of  the  sea  produced  by  winds,  vortexes, 
whirlpools,  and  whirlwinds,  the  common  characteristic  of  all  which,  is  a 
circular  motion  conmiunicated  by  the  impulse. 

4.  A  fourth  class  of  phenomena  would  correspond  with  that  pressure 
of  fluids  which  is  exerted  against  the  parietes  of  the  cavities  that  con- 
tain them,  as  the  pressure  of  air  against  the  internal  siu'face  of  a  soap 
bubble  or  bladder  when  blown  into  it,  which  is  opposed  to  two  pressures 
from  without,  viz.,  the  pressure  of  the  atmosphere  and  the  elasticity  of 
the  tissue  which  it  is  expanding, 

Now  phenomena,  belonging  to  one  or  more  of  these  four  classes,  ex- 
hibit themselves  abundantly  in  everything  that  has  life,  and  in  every  or- 
gan and  tissue  where  variety  of  structure  is  cognizable  to  the  senses. 

1.  Radiation  is  shown  in  arborization;  in  the  divergence  of  tiie 
petals  of  flowers  ;  in  the  radiated  fibres  of  wood  ;  in  umbels,  corymbs, 
&c.  ;  in  the  net  work  of  leaves  ;  in  their  frequent  arrangement  in  whorls; 
in  the  formation  of  the  flat  bones  ;  in  the  extensive  class  of  animals, 
called,  from  this  circuinstance,  "  Radiatae  ;"  in  t)/e  distribution  of  blood- 
vessels, the  veins  representing  the  converging,  the  arteries  the  diverging 
rays,  the  heart  the  focus  ;  in  the  bronchial  ramifications,  and  those  of 
secretory  tubes,  the  intermingling  of  several  of  these  aiborizations  con- 
stituting secretory  glands. 
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2.  The  tendency  of  fluids  to  move  in  a  spiral  direction,  like  the  elec- 
tric fluid,  exhibits  itself  in  the  spiral  vessels  which  carry  the  sap  in 
plants;  in  vines,  and  their  tendrils;  in  the  arrangement  of  leaves  and 
their  foot-stalks,  in  many  plants  ;  in  the  arrangement  of  the  vessels  of 
the  umbilical  chord  ;  in  the  spiral  turns  of  the  sudoriferous  ducts,  lately 
discovered  ;  in  the  peristaltic  motions,  as  manifested  by  the  arrangement 
of  the  valvulcc  conniventes — some  animals,  as  one  species  of  shark,  hav- 
ing a  spiral  lam.en  passing  the  whole  length  of  the  intestines;  in  the 
biliary  ducts  ;  and  most  strikingly  in  the  fact  that  two  currents  have 
been  discovered  flowing  in  opposite  directions,  and  contiguous  to  each 
other,  each  describing  a  helix,*  within  the  same  cylindrical  vessel. 

3.  The  tendency  to  a  curvilinear  motion  is  manifested  in  the  spheri- 
cal form  of  cellules  and  closed  sacs  ;  in  fruits  ;  in  the  rounded  forms  of 
the  prominent  parts  of  bodies,  and  of  internal  organs  ;  in  cylindrical 
tubes,  chords  and  bones;  in  all  the  univalve  and  bivalve  shells;  in  the 
growth  of  hair,  horns,  the  bills  of  birds,  and  the  scales  of  fishes. 

4.  The  pressure  is  exemplified  in  the  growth  of  all  animals  and  vege- 
tables. This  fluid,  constantly  accumulating  within,  has  a  tendency  to 
diffuse  itself  equally  in  all  directions.  This  effort  at  diffusion  occasions 
the  expansion  of  all  bodies  and  organs  of  bodies,  from  the  centre  to  the 
circumference.  One  effect  of  this  pressure  is  exhibited,  in  a  striking 
manner,  in  the  growth  of  the  brain.  Another  in  the  formation  of  valves 
and  membranes,  when  currents,  originally  united,  are  made  to  assume 
opposite  directions,  and  the  disappearance  of  rnembranes,  when  cur- 
rents move  in  the  same  direction.  It  is  to  the  operation  of  this  cause 
that  the  vessels  on  the  chorion  of  the  foetus  gradually  unite,  until  they 
form  the  placenta  and  umbilical  cord  ;  that  the  blood-vessels,  coming 
from  the  gills  ol  fishes,  unite  in  a  single  tube  before  they  pass  to  the 
surface.  But  the  clearest  manner  in  which  .it  is  shown,  is  in  the  closure 
of  the  foramen  ovale  in  the  heart,  and  the  formation  of  the  membrana 
tympani  ;  and  as  this  connection,  together  with  the  agency  of  this  fluid 
in  evolving  the  brain,  can  be  pointed  out  with  briefness  and  precision,  1 
shall  devote  a  short  space  to  their  illustration,  as  the  chief  object  of  this 
communication. 

The  foramen  ovale  in  the  heart  of  the  foetus  is  closed  by  a  membrane, 
as  soon  as  the  blood  is  attracted  to  the  lungs,  in  the  first  efforts  of  res- 
piration. The  pressure  of  this  fluid  in  the  parietes  of  the  heart,  in  the 
same  plane  with  the  foramen  ovale,  continuing,  while  the  counteracting 
pressure  of  that  contained  within  the  blood,  passing  from  one  auricle  to 
the  other,  is  taken  away,  the  fluid  would  of  course  move  forward  in  that 
plane,  and  by  attracting  the  tissue  of  the  heart  with  it,  would  form  a 
membrane  closing  the  foramen. 

The  membrane  of  the  tympanum  is  placed  at  the  plane  of  junction 
of  the  current  of  air  passing  in  and  out  of  the  cavity  of  the  tympanum, 
by  the  Eustachian  tube,  and  that  passing  into  the  concha ;  the  air  would 
not,  therefore,  move  backwards  and  forwards  through  this  plane,  and 
perpendicularly  to  it,  so  as  to  interfere  with  a  current  of  fluid  converging 
from  the  circumference   to  the  centre,  as   it  does  through  every  other 

*  Roget'a  Briilgewater  Treatise,   Vol.  2d,  page  170. 
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plane  that  may  be  imat^inetl  in  these  cavities.  In  like  manner  the  iriem- 
braiies  over  the  foramen  ovale  anrl  rotundnm  of  the  ear,  the  valves  of 
the  heart,  arteries  and  veins,  as  well  as  the  diiclns  arteriosus  and  venosiis, 
may  he  traced  to  their  ori!j,in. 

The  polypus  presents,  in  its  tissue,  the  analomie  of  every  superior 
animal  in  its  endjiyotic  state.  It  moreover  corresponds  to  the  condition 
of  the  tissue  in  which  every  iniportant  oriian  is  formed.  If  it  is  consid- 
ered as  a  single  aninial,  inhahiting  the  bed  of  coral  which  it  forms,  instead 
of  a  number,  an  opinion  which  is  now  tiaining  giound,  the  pieces  of 
coral  will  be  the  cast  or  mould  of  ihe  mass  of  animal  matter  contained 
within  it  ;  and  since  it  is  homogeneous  in  texture,  with  the  principle  of 
life  diffiised  equally  throusih  all  its  paits,  there  will  be  every  reason  to 
believe  that  where  it  exhibits  reseuiblances  to  any  bodily  organ,  these 
resemblances  are  owing  to  the  action  of  the  same  law  of  development. 
Now  in  that  species  of  coral  which  is  called  brain  coral,  we  have  a  com- 
plete representation  of  the  convolutions  of  the  cerebrum.  In  the 
branching  coral,  we  have  also  the  image  of  the  aibor  vita  of  the  cere- 
bellum. Again,  in  that  variety  which  is  called  ruffle  coral,  we  have  an 
example  of  an  arrest  of  development,  constituting  a  primary  stage  of 
that  which,  in  its  more  perfect  state,  is  the  brain  coral.  The  growth  of 
coral,  in  this  w'ay,  is  easily  explained.  Supposing  the  base  of  its  forma- 
tion to  be  a  horizontal  straight  line,  covered  with  polypous  matter,  from 
the  base  to  the  circumference  of  the  pol3'pus,  the  fluid  is  moving  and 
diverging  in  all  directions,  but  is  tnore  especially  attracted  upwards.  It 
would  first  dispose  the  organic  molecules  somewhat  in  the  shape  of  a 
fan  ;  the  upper  edges  of  the  fan  would  then  beain  to  undulate,  and 
these  undulations  increasing  from  the  central  plane,  would  soon  be 
thrown  in  plaited  folds  like  the  mesentery.  As  the  fluid  passes  off  more 
readily  from  the  upper  edges  than  the  sides,  the  jilaits  would  approach 
each  other,  until  they  unite  and  present  an  apjiearance  precisely  like 
that  of  the  convolutions  of  the  brain,  and  uhich  would  afford  the  great- 
est numlier  of  points  possible  on  a  convex  surface  for  this  flmd  to  di- 
verge without  interlerence.  Should  the  diverging  force  be  so  great  as  to 
overcome  the  power  of  cohesion,  ihe  plaits  would  split  and  foru)  branch- 
es, corresponding  to  the  cerebellum.  These  branches  are  flattened,  and 
the  lamina  thin  in  the  cerebellum,  from  the  joint  action  of  the  fluid  in 
the  cerebrum  above  and  the  body  below.  That  the  formation  of  the 
brain  and  intestinal  tube  takes  place  by  the  operation  of  the  same  force, 
somewhat  modified  in  each,  reason  and  analogy  afford  little  room  to 
doubt. 

By  bearing  in  mind  that  the  plaits  or  folds  are  not  so  much  the  effect 
of  an  actual  bendin<,f  of  the  tissue  once  formed,  as  of  the  successive 
accretion  of  molecules  added  in  the  lines  of  divergence  of  the  fluids  in 
the  polypus  and  in  the  brain,  we  have  only  to  conceive  of  a  stratum  of 
blood  in  constant  apposition  with  the  periphery  of  the  brain,  out  of 
which  the  nervous  molecules  are  elaborated  and  deposited,  and  the 
anatomy  of  the  convolutions  is  at  once  perfectly  understood. 

But  there  is  one  powerful  objection  to  so  simple  a  view  of  the  forma- 
tion of  the  cerebrum   and  cerebellum.     All   wise  men  have  proceeded 
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on  tlie  siipnosiiion  that  the  brain  was  a  very  complex  organ  ;  that  na- 
ture could  not  accouiphsh  so  niucdi  with  it  as  she  does,  by  a  means  so 
simple.  Too  many  hard  names  have  been  given  to  the  httle  irregulari- 
ties and  bulgings  occasioned  by  the  meeting  of  opposing  currents  of  this 
fluid.  Too  many  volumes  have  been  published,  too  nsany  vivisections 
have  been  made,  too  many  patliological  observations,  thus  to  be  lightly 
thrown  away.  The  sublime  science  of  Phrenology  will  be  undone. 
Her  six  times  six  cerebral  organs  will  melt  away  before  the  eye  of  im- 
agination, as  they  have  always  done  before  the  eye  of  the  dissector. 
Tlie  corpus  callosum  will  be  callous  to  such  reasoning.  The  lyra,  in  the 
hand  of  some  modern  Orpheus,  will  play  a  tune  beneath  the  roof  of 
the  ventricles,  that  will  wake  the  slumbers  of  the  thalami  ;  and  the 
pedes  hippocanipi  will  dance  to  the  music  thereof.  The  cornu  ammo- 
nis  will  bat  and  rebut  such  innovations.  The  grit  of  the  pineal  gland, 
the  very  seat  of  the  soul,  will  be  roused.  The  iter  ad  infundibiilum, 
and  the  iter  a  tenia  at  quartum  ventriculum,  will  reverberate  iter-umqne, 
iter-umque,  and  the  calamus  scriptorius  will  be  taken  in  hand  to  re-echo 
the  burden  of  the  encephalon,  from  the  tears  of  the  pituitary  body  to 
the  gnashings  and  biting  sarcasms  of  the  corpus  dentatum. 

The  only  reply  to  this  objection  is,  that  after  all  the  labor  and  re- 
search spent  in  investigating  the  brain,  we  know  of  nothing  that  opposes 
the  supposition  of  the  brain  l)eing  a  single  organ.  Every  attempt  to 
make  a  particular  part  of  it  subservient  to  a  particular  faculty,  has  (ailed. 
If  evidence  were  wanted  for  this  assertion,  evidence  enough  would  be 
found  by  reading  that  portion  of  the  debate  before  the  British  Associa- 
tion for  the  promotion  of  science,  relating  to  this  subject  ;  or  Professor 
Dunglison's  detailed  view  of  the  opinions  and  expei'iments  on  the  func- 
tions of  the  nervous  .'•ystem,  horn  which  he  draws  the  only  legitimate 
conclusion  that  can  be  drawn,  from  iheliiiht  in  which  they  were  contem- 
plated, which  is,  that  it  is  best  to  repeat  the  experiments  over  again.  A 
sufficient  reason  this  to  regard  the  method  of  proceeding  in  experiment- 
ing on  the  brain,  as  wrong  ah  initio.  Instead  of  endeavoring  to  find  out  for 
what  purpose  an  organ  is  foruied,  and  confining  our  attention  to  that  ob- 
ject, exclmively,  we  should  also  endeavor  to  discover  the  law  which 
regulates  the  formation  of  the  several  organs.  There  are  two  questions 
to  be  answered  in  this  connection,  which  mutually  explain  and  lend  a 
clue  to  the  investi2;ation  of  each  other.  These  questions  are,  first,  the 
design,  and  second,  the  mode  of  evolution,  of  the  organs.  By  looking 
after  particular  organs  in  the  brain,  and  particular  purposes  to  be  an- 
swered in  the  formation  of  such  parts,  as  the  fornix,  pineal  gland,  and 
corpus  callosutn,  physiologists  have  been  looking  for  needles  in  a  hay- 
stack. In  this  way  we  may  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  solution  of  many 
appearances  which  now  perplex  and  puzzle  us.  By  supposing  the 
brain,  as  well  as  other  organs,  to  be  developed  between  the  pressure  of 
two  mediums,  one  accmnulating  from  within  and  tending  outwards,  the 
other  pressing  upon  it  from  without,  we  have  at  once  a  satisfactory  ex- 
planation, not  only  of  the  anatomy  of  the  convolutions,  but  of  all  the 
appearances  it  presents.  The  globular  appearances  in  the  early  stages 
of  its  development,  the  bulging  out  of  the  cerebellum  and  the  convolu- 
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tions  afterwards,  are  the  result  of  a  prer^siire  nearly  equal  and  unifnrni 
from  below  upward  and  from  witliin  outward  ;  while  ilie  cor|)us  callo- 
suin,  the  septum  lueidum,  the  fornix,  the  pineal  ^land  and  the  mamil- 
lary eminences,  are  the  residi  of  currents  establislied  to  make  up  the 
equilibrium.  The  medium  pressing  u|)on  the  brain  and  the  body  (rom 
without,  is  the  ether  which  in  its  vibrations  is  supjiosed  to  cause  lij^iit, 
heat,  and  electricity.  That  within  is  the  same  fluid  more  concentrated, 
and  which  seeks  to  HifFuse  itself  Tlie  whole  body  may  be  considered 
a  sphere,  having  within  it  a  focus  from  which  the  (luid  radiates,  and  to 
which  the  lluid  without  tends;  and  each  organ  a  sntaller  S|)here,  having 
a  similar  central  point.  The  mutual  action  of  these  several  centres 
modifies  each  other,  and  occasions  the  varieties  in  the  forms  of  the  differ- 
ent organs.  They  are  like  the  different  centres  of  gravity  in  a  systen:i 
of  bodies,  the  common  centre  of  which  exists  in  neither.  The  common 
centre  for  the  cerebium,  cerebellum  and  spinal  marrow,  is  the  pons  va- 
rolii, as  is  sufficiently  inchcated  by  its  structure,  position,  and  the  con- 
verging of  the  fibres  of  the  crura,  as  well  as  by  the  bulgings  of  the  me- 
dulla before  it  enters  the  mass. 

This  fluid  forms  bone,  when  its  course  is  uninterrupted  in  one,  two, 
or  three  directions  ;  it  forms  cartilage,  when  its  motions  are  broken  in 
the  slightest  degree  ;  tendon,  when  still  nioie  interrupted;  muscle  and 
membrane,  when  a  greater  variety  of  motions  are  impressed  upon  it  ; 
and  nerve,  when  it  is  obliged  to  vibrate  in  small  spaces.  The  particles 
of  each  tissue,  when  they  are  dej)osited,  are  so  disposed  as  to  give  a 
dis|)osilion  to  the  continuation  of  preciselv  the  same  moiions  that  arrang- 
ed them  in  that  paiticular  way.  Nervous  fibres  indicate  the  course  in 
which  the  fluid  moves.  Nervous  expansions  of  soft  or  semifluiil  con- 
sistence, like  the  retina  or  auditory  nerve,  show  that  the  fluid  vibrates  in 
small  arcs. 

It  is  impossible  here  to  enlarge  on  these  points.  Each  of  then)  would 
afford  matter  for  a  voliune.  They  are  thrown  out  en  masse,  simply  to 
elicit  attention.  In  a  future  number  of  the  Journal  an  exposition  of  the 
anatomy  of  the  ear  will  be  given,  which,  as  it  presents  a  number  of 
mathematical  relations  in  the  shape  and  position  of  the  semicircular 
canals  and  cochlea,  will  nearly  deuionstrate  the  existence  of  this  fluid, 
if  further  demonstration  is  wanting,  as  the  grand  movins;  principle  of 
life,  manifested  in  the  composition  and  decay  of  bodies,  in  health 
and  disease. 

Note. — I  would  take  this  occasion  for  correcting  a  misapprehension, 
that,  it  has  been  suggested  to  me  in  conversation,  has  arisen  in  the  minds 
of  son)e  in  relation  to  the  views  set  forth  in  the  article  on  animal  mag- 
netism, and  in  the  propositions  on  physiology,  recently  published  in  this 
Journal.  I  am  supposed  to  imagine  the  existence  of  ^u'o  fluids,  separate 
and  distinct  in  their  nature,  as  the  active  agent  in  the  changes  and  forms 
wrought  by  tlie  princi|)le  of  life.  This  is  altoiiether  a  mistake.  I  have 
never  seen  any  necessity  for  the  admission  of  more  than  one  fluid,  which 
is  generally  and  universally  difliised.  This  fluid  I  conceive  to  be  the 
ether,  the  vibrations  of  which,  in  certain  spaces  and  times,  is  cotiimonly 
believed  to  occasion  the  sensation  of  light  and  heat,  and  its  currents,  elec- 
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tricity.  Any  concenti'ation  or  motion  of  this  flnid  nni=;t  be  attended 
with  the  formation  of  a  new  medium,  which,  like  llie  (iiffereiu  strata  and 
current-:  of  the  air,  wonid  i,'ive  rise  to  virtually  the  same  physical  effects 
as  two  fluids  enrounierins;  each  other  in  their  movciiieiils.  And  it  was 
in  treatin!,f  of  these  concentrations  and  motions,  excited  in  ori^anized 
matter,  that  I  may  have  spoken  of  two  fluids,  or  of  two  mediums,  in 
a  manner  intended  to  fix  more  definitely  in  the  mind  the  several  points 
aimed  at  in  the  discussion,  hut  at  the  same  time  calculated  to  mislead 
into  the  opinion  of  my  imairininsf  two  causes  to  account  lor  j)henomena 
which  one  will  account  lor  as  well.  B.   H. 


A  CASE   OF   MALFORMATION   OF    THE    SEPTUM   NARIUxM. 

[Communicated  for  the   Roj^lon   Jledical    and    Surgical  Journal.] 

From  youth  up,  persons  wiili  whom  I  conversed  often  justly  complained 
of  my  indistinct  enunciation,  and  remarked  that  it  was  oftentimes  im- 
possible for  them  to  understand  many  words  1  uttered.  Beini  reminded 
of  this  defect  by  teachers  and  friends  almost  from  the  moment  I  was 
able  to  articulate  the  first  words  in  childhood,  until  1  had  attained  to 
maturer  years,  I  made  constant  efforts  to  overcome  the  difficulty,  and 
particularly  in  all  words,  which  I  had  occasion  to  use,  having  the  nasal 
sound,  yet  without  any  success.  I  was,  therefore,  greatly  to  my  annoy- 
ance, compelled  to  sit  as  a  silent  listener  to  the  conversation  of  others. 
It  was  not  until  the  summer  of  1330,  that  I  began  to  suspect  the  real 
cause  of  all  my  trouble.  From  my  then  entire  ianorance  of  the  true 
nature  of  the  difficulty,  I  was  apprehensive  of  serious  consequences,  and 
consulted  the  most  eminent  neighboring  surgeon.  Not  comprehending 
its  character,  his  prescriptions  tended  to  increase,  rather  than  lessen,  my 
affliction  ;  for  the  local  use  of  iodine  ointment  and  tincture  had  not  a 
very  soothing  effect  on  the  delicate  and  sensitive  smface  of  the  schnei- 
derian  membrane.  Great  determination  of  blood  ensued,  and  conse- 
quent thickening  of  its  tissue.  After  this,  the  same  surgeon  advised  me 
to  have  an  incision  made  through  the  ala  nasi  to  the  nasal  process  of  the 
superior  maxillary  bone,  and  then  the  offending  substance  removed.  To 
this  I  declined,  as  there  was  already  too  great  a  disfiguration  of  the  nose, 
without  the  addition  of  a  cicatrix. 

1  then  applierl  to  another  surgeon,  a  professor  in  a  medical  institution, 
and  was  advised  the  same  operation,  to  be  performed  in  the  same  way. 
I  lastly  repaired  to  Philadelphia,  and  consulted  Dr.  George  McClellan, 
of  the  Jefferson  Medical  College.  This  gentleman,  for  the  first  time, 
pronounced  it  a  congenital  malformation  of  the  septum  narium.  Upon 
examination,  it  was  ascertained  lo  commence  where  the  cartilaginous 
septum  joins  to  the  vomer  ;  thence  inclininu;  to  the  right  of  the  mesial 
line,  it  completely  obstructed  the  right  nasal  passage,  giving  to  the  ex- 
ternal appearance  of  the  nose  a  very  marked  lateral  curvature.  Piofes- 
sor  McClellan  commenced  the  operation  of  extirpating  the  septum  by 
passing  a  sharp-pointed   bistoury  through   its   inferior  portion,  with  the 
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ed2,e  quite  to  the  floor  of  the  nostril  ;  then  adroitly  curving  and  carrying 
it  posteriorly  nearly  to  the  vomer,  it  was  tunicMl  upwards  and  then  for- 
wards to  the  place  of  bet,nnnini|;,  entirely  removing  tlie  sepluin,  without 
in  the  least  interfering  with  either  alae. 

Since  that  time,  thanks  to  the  skilful  hand  of  the  operator,  my  nose 
has  become  straight,  my  enunciation  good,  and  I  am  enabled  to  breathe 
without  an  half-opened  mouth.  An  M.D. 

Nov.,  1837. 
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LISTON'S  SURGERY.* 

In  sitting  down  to  examine  a  new  book,  a  person  feels  the  same  kind  of 
curiosity  that  he  does  in  looking,  for  the  iirst  time,  at  some  ingenious 
piece  of  mechanism.  The  binding,  the  dimensions  of  the  pages,  the 
character  of  the  type,  the  arrangement  of  the  subjects,  and,  last,  though 
not  least,  the  claims  of  the  author,  are  each  the  objects  of  interest 
in  turn. 

A  \'e\v  days  ago  our  friend  Ticknor,  who  really  manifests  a  laudable 
ambition  to  stock  his  shelves  with  every  work  that  the  profession  inquire 
for,  sent  us  a  generous  volume  from  the  press  of  Carey  and  Hart,  of 
Philadelphia,  entitled  Elements  of  Surgery,  by  Robert  Liston,  which 
deserves  something  more  than  a  simple  paragraphic  notice.  The  world 
has  not  yet  been  deluged  with  the  writings  of  surgeons  ;  there  is  abun- 
dant room  for  more.  In  fact,  as  the  art  is  acknowledged  to  be  progres- 
sive, it  is  as  necessary  to  multiply  them,  as  it  is  to  record  the  advances 
made  in  domestic  economy.  Everv  age,  every  year — indeed  every 
operation — adds  to  the  preceding  stock  oi'  this  particular  kind  of  knowl- 
edge ;  and  to  be  qualified  for  discharging  the  duties  devolving  upon  one 
who  professes  to  be  always  prepared  to  alleviate  distress — nay,  to  save 
life,  endangered  as  it  continually  is,  by  unnumbered  incidents,  and  an  al- 
most countless  catalogue  of  diseases  which  fasten  upon  the  complicated 
framework  of  man — he  shoidd  avail  himself  of  the  proffered  experience 
of  all  who  are  able  and  willing  to  "ive  him  instruction. 

It  IS  presumed  that  no  surgeon  deliberately  goes  through  the  thankless 
labor  of  constructing  a  guide  book  in  operative  surgery,  in  these  davs, 
who  does  not  f(;el  conscious  of  his  ability  to  instruct  the  reader.  Occa- 
sionally, in  this  as  in  other  professional  departments,  an  author  may  mis- 
take his  own  power,  and  suffer  the  mortification  of  being  forgotten  before 
he  ceases  to  exist  ;  but  it  rarely  happens  that  sterling  merit  goes  unre- 
quited. Envy,  jealousy,  selfishness,  and  the  despotism  of  a  name,  may 
limit  for  a  while  the  influence  of  the  most  meritorious  and  deserving. 
Still,  in  the  end,  real  talent  will  triumph,  and  true  greatness  have  its 
reward. 


•  Elements  of  Suraerv,  by  Rohert  Liston,  Fellow  of  the  Rnyal  Collese  of  Siirsrnns  in  London  .ind 
Edinbnreh  ;  Senior  SurEeoii  of  the  Uoyal  Bispensary  of  iliecity  and  coiinly  of  Edinburgb  :  Lecturer 
in  Surgery,  &c.     Philadelphia :  E.  L.  Carey  6c  A.  Hart,  1837.    8vo.  p.  544. 
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A  sketch  of  Mr.  Liston's  life  would  be  but  a  republication  of  the  his- 
tory of  an  excellent  man,  a  bold  and  successful  operator,  a  popular 
teacher,  and  one  who  is  already  familiar  to- the  reader.  The  announce- 
ment, thereibre,  of  a  scientific  treatise  from  his  pen,  is  simply  notitying 
his  admirers,  a  numerous  body  in  this  country,  that  they  can  procure  what 
they  have  long  desired — a  system  oi"  surgery  from  high  authority. 

He  professes  to  present  the  elements  only  ;  yet  those  who  have  given 
this  edition  a  thorough  investigation,  pronounce  it  a  full  and  complete 
work.  The  author  has  a  happy  mode  of  arriving  at  the  point,  without 
obliging  the  student  to  follow  hmi  through  a  whole  chapter  of  prelimi- 
nary observations.  This  circumstance  is,  in  itself,  a  recommendation. 
As  a  whole,  it  is  characterised  by  simplicity  and  conciseness  \  and  yet 
every  idea,  every  process,  and  every  leading  fact,  is  introduced  in  an 
orderly  manner,  as  from  one  understanding  their  value  and  bearings 

Mr.  Liston's  Kiements  of  Surgery,  in  a  word,  is  a  valuable  acquisi- 
tion to  the  library.  Ah  hough  he  has  in  preparation  another  upon  the 
same  subject,  illustrated  with  wood  engravings,  it  is  presumed  it  will  not 
vary  essentially  from  the  present  American  edition. 

We  entertain  no  fears,  nor  do  we  design  to  court  favor,  in  speaking  of 
authors.  i(  we  praise  thetn,  it  is  because  we  think  they  have  intrinsic 
claims  :  on  the  contrary,  adventurers  in  medical  literature,  who  push 
their  frail  vessels,  without  compass  or  chart,  beyond  the  depths  where  they 
would  have  sailed  in  safety,  excite  but  a  momentary  compassion  when 
lost  in  the  great  ocean  which  they  had  neither  skill  nor  qualifications  for 
navii£atinir. 


Diseases  of  the  Lungs. — Since  the  Boston  infirmary  for  diseases  of  the 
lungs  was  opened,  it  is  surprising  to  observe  the  number  seeking  advice 
at  that  institution.  A  large  proportion  of  the  applicants  are  young  per- 
sons. We  were  struck  with  the  evident  tendency  to  inflammation  of  the 
lungs  in  this  regii)n  of  country,  years  ago,  but  had  no  just  idea  of  the 
amount  of  hereditary  disease  of  those  life-preserving  organs,  till  we  had 
listened  over  and  over  again  to  the  melancholy  details  of  patients — how 
their  grandfathers,  grandmothers,  fathers,  mothers,  brothers  and  sisters, 
had  been  swept  away  by  that  scourge  of  New  England,  pulmonary  con- 
sumption. The  late  lamented  Dr.  Spurzheim  always  spoke  with  pecu- 
liar boldness  on  the  subject  of  the  intermarriage  of  persons  actually 
diseased,  as  well  as  those  descended  from  parents  in  whom  a  family  ten- 
dency existed  to  |»hthisis.  Now  the  fact  is  established,  beyond  all  con- 
tradiction, that  children  born  of  parv^.nts  whose  lungs  are  tuberculous  or 
ulcerated,  will,  in  a  majority  of  cases,  have  the  same  fearful  malady. 
Ought  not  the  suggestion,  then,  of  that  accurate  observer  of  man  in  all 
the  phases  of  life,  from  infancy  to  age,  in  respect  to  matrimonial  alli- 
ances, at  least,  to  have  some  intluence  in  all  intelligent  c'jmniunities  ? 


Dielelic  Rddicalisin. — The  author  of  the  "  The  House  1  Live  in,''  a 
well  devised  little  treatise  on  elementary  anatoniy,  calculafed  to  create  a 
taste  amongst  non-professional  youths  for  understanding  the  great  princi- 
ples of  animal  organization,  has  produced  a  duodecimo,  of  late,  which, 
though  quite  foreign  in  its  design  from  anything  ordinarily  treated  of  in 
our  Journal — being  called  the  Young  \Vife — is,  nevertheless,  within 
our  province.  It  is  so,  because  the  author,  almost  without  being  per- 
ceived, through  the  guise  of  a  moralist — a  character  for  which  we  enter- 
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tain  the  highest  respoot,  and  we  corfainly  respect  him  as  plain  13r.  Alcott 
—  holds  up  his  |)icjiulices  to  liio  coiiteinphilicjn  of  the  reiuh'r,  as  the  de- 
ductions of  sound  phil()so|)hy.  Tea  and  cofft-c — the  ohi  hol)hy  of  the  de- 
funct anti-eaters,  anti-drinUers,  anti-sieepeis,  yea  anti-thinkers — figures 
in  the  "  Young  Wife  "  as  a  fiend  that  sucks  out  the  lii'e-bh)tid  like  a 
vani|)ire.  iN'ovv  this  is  a  doctrine  that  cannot  he  sustained  hy  that  best  of 
all  evidence,  the  experience  of  ages.  It  was  not  our  intention,  when 
these  remarks  were  commenced,  to  l)e  argumentative,  nor  do  we  purpose 
to  cite  facts  in  order  to  illustrate,  what,  alter  all,  would  he  but  an  indi- 
vidual opinion,  viz.,  that  the  world,  with  the  men  and  women  upon  it,  is 
doing  very  well — leaving  it  optional  with  ihem  all,  however,  to  starve  on 
bread  and  water,  or  breakfast  on  cofi^ee,  dine  on  beef,  and  chat,  at  even- 
ing, over  a  cup  of  tea,  just  as  suits  their  own  convenience,  sincerely  be- 
lieving they  will  live  just  as  long  and  as  well  in  the  temperate  use  of  the 
latter  articles  as  they  will  in  the  entire  abstinence  from  them. 


Vermont  Jlcademy  of  Medicine. — The  annual  autumnal  term  of  the 
Vermont  Academy  ol'  Medicine  closed  on  Wednesday,  i\ov.  8lh,  1837. 
The  degree  of  JVl.D.  was  conferred  on  twenty-one  gentlemen. 

The  honorary  degree  of  ]\I.D.  was  conferred  on  Eli  Bois,  M.D.,  Jef- 
ferson, IS'.  Y.,  and  John  D'Wolf,  Jr.,  M.D.,  Bristol,  R.  I. 

The  annual  spring  term  commences  on  Thursday,  the  8th  of  March, 
1838,  and  continues  thirteen  weeks. 


Medical  Miscellfiny. —  Dr.  Flint's  introductory  lecture  at  the  Medical 
Institute  of  Louisville,  is  spoken  of  as  being  an  uncommonly  elegant 
production.  The  school  there  is  represented  to  l)e  flourishing.  —  Profes- 
sor Lock  has  returned  from  Europe,  to  Cincinnati,  bringing  valuable  ap- 
paratus for  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio. — Mr.  Fletcher,  the  phrenolo- 
gist, is  carrying  on  a  profitable  business  in  Boston,  exan)ining  numbsculls 
— price  filty  cents. — The  deaths  in  September,  at  INatchez,  by  yellow 
fever,  were  76  ;  in  October,  168. — The  bones  of  an  extraordinary  ani- 
mal were  discovered  in  Jackson  Co.,  Ohio,  lately,  one  of  the  tusks 
weighing  180  lbs,  and  one  of  the  teeth  4  lbs.,  4  oz. — The  yellow  lever 
has  been  making  melancholy  havoc  at  Opelousas,  La. — A  n)akcr  of  pa- 
tent pills,  in  New  York,  remarked  to  a  box  maker,  the  other  day,  that  he 
had  sixteen  bushels  of  pills  on  hand,  for  which  boxes  were  wanted. — A 
child  at  Camden,  N.  J.,  18  months  old,  was  killed,  recently,  by  a  needle, 
which  was  unaccountably  forced  through  the  walls  of  the  thorax.  The 
poor  little  sufferer  died  as  Dr.  Harris  was  in  the  act  of  making  an  in- 
cision for  extracting  the  needle — not  enough  being  without  the  skin  to 
seize  it  by.  An  examination  exhibited  the  needle  in  the  substance  of  the 
lungs — causing  an  effusion  of  blood  and  suffocation. — Cases  of  smallpox 
have  occurred  at  Woodstock,  and  other  towns  in  Vermont. 


DiF.n,— In  North  Yarmouth,  Me.,  Dr.  Gad  Hitchcock,  aged  about  50. — In  New- 
York,  Dr.  William  Grigg,  aged  .'33,  formerly  of  this  city. — In  this  city,  on  Satur- 
day last,  the  Hon.  John  Cotton,  in  his  (wthycar,  formerly  proprietor  and  i)ublisher 
of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Whole  number  of  ileaths  in  Roston,  for  the  week  endine  Nov.  25,  34.     Male.i,  12— Femnles,  22. 

Consnmption,  4— typhHS  fever,  I— scarlatina,  6- Icelliing,  1  — old  age,  1— ulcerated  sore  throat,  1 
—croup,  I— nicer  of  Uie  antrum,  I— rliild-hed,  I— nie:isle>,  3— Inn g  fever,  1— lumbar  abscess,  1— para^ 
lytic,  1— fungus  ba:inatodes,  1- dropsy    in  the  head,  1— decline,  1— stillborn,  2. 
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PROLAPSUS   UTERI   CURED    BY   EXTERNAL   APPLICATION. 

DR.  A.  G.  HULL'S  UTERO-ABUO  \U.\AL  SUPPORTER  i:^  offered  to  those  alflicted  with  Frolapsya 
fieri,  iiiid  olhyr  diseiises  de|jeiiJii|ii;  iipoji  lehixation  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  as  an  instrument  in 
every  way  calculated  fjr  relief  and  permanent  restoration  to-  health.  When  this  instrument  is  care- 
fully and  properly  fitted  to  the  form  of thepatient,  it  invariably  aliords  the  most  immediate  immunity, 
from  tlje  distressing  "  dragging  and  bearinc  down  "  sensations  which  accompany  nearlyall  visceral  dis- 
placements of  tile  abdomen,  and  its  skilful  applicatiim  is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of 
radical  relief  from  the  patient  herself.  The  Supporter  is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by 
the  patient  without  further  aid.  Within  the  last  two  years  700  of  the  Utero-Abdominal  Supporters 
have  been  applied  with  the  most  happy  results. 

The  very  great  success  which  this  instruinei\thas  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its  examination 
by  the  Physician  will  induce  hiui  to  discard  the  disgusting  pessary  hitherto  in  use.  It  isgratifying  to 
state,  that  it  has  met  the  decided  approbation  of  every  member  of  the  Medical  Faculty  who  has  ap- 
plied it,  as  well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  it. 

The  Subscribers  having  been  appointed  agents  for  the  sale  of  the  above  instruments,  all  orders  ad- 
dressed to  them  will  be  promptly  attended  to.     Price,  §10. 

Lowe  Sl  Rked,  Boston  ;  DiVio  Kimball,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  ,  Joshua  Durgin,  Portland,  Me., 
JosiiPH  BiLCH,  Jr.  Providence,  R.  1. ;  Eusha  J^dwards,  Springtield,  Mass.  ;  N.  S.  Worden, 
Bridgeport,  Conn.  May  10 — Gm 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  ■have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  medical  instruction.  A  convenient  room 
has  been  provided  for  this  purpose,  which  will  be  open  to  the  students  at  all  hours.  They  will  have 
access  to  an  extensive  medical  library,  and  every  other  necessary  facility  for  the  acquirement  of  a 
thorough  medical  education. 

Opportunities  will  be  offered  for  the  observation  of  diseases  and  their  treatment  in  f«;o  Dispensary 
districts,  embracing  l\ards  1,  2  and  3,  and  in  cases  witick  itiU  be  treated  at  the  room  daily. 
Instruction  will  be  given  by  clinical  and  other  lectures,  and  by  examinations  at  least  twice  a  week. 
Sufficient  attention  will  he  paid  to  Practical  Anatomy. 

For  further  information,  application  may  be  made  at  the  room,  over  ]03  Hanover  street,  or  to 
the  subscribers.  EPHRAIM  BUCK,  M.D. 

ASA  B.  S.\0\V,  M.D. 
E.  WALTER  LEACH,  M.D. 
Boston,  jluo-ustO,  1837.     .  HENRY  G.  CLARK,  .M.Dt  1 

JOSEPH  MORI  ARTY,  M.,- 

MEDICAL    INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms  : 

The  pupil.s  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  ofthe  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.  Instruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  publiclectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry,  by  Dr.  Channing. 
On  Physiology,  Paihology,  'i'herapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica,  -  -     "      Dr.  VV'abe. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,         -  ....        -  "       Dr.  Oris. 

On  Anatomy,        -.--  -._-..  .  '<       jJr.  Lewis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  lai^3 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  withaut  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fees  are  SIOJ — to  he  paid  in  adv"ance.  ^focredit  given,  except  on  sufficient  secuiity  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Treniont  Street,  opposite  the  Treniont  House, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHA.N.NLNG, 

JOHN  WARE, 
Oct.  18-tf  GEORGE  W.  OTI.«!,  JR. 

WINSLOW  LEWIS,  JR. 

VACCINE   VIRUS. 

Physicians  in  any  section  of  the  United  .States  can  procnie  ten  quills  charged  with  Pure  VicciNE 
Virus  by  return  mail,  on  ;'.Jdressin!;  the  eJitoi  of  the  Boston  .Medical  and  ."r^ursira!  Journal,  enclos- 
ing one  dollar,  post  paid,  without  which,  no  leUer  will  be  taken  from  the  post  office.         Oct.  25. 

TO   MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

The  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  instrnctins  in  all  the  branches  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery.  A  suitable  room  will  he  provided,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  medical 
li'irarv,  opportiinilies  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  districts  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  Eye 
and  Ear  liilirniary,  and  of  attending  a  course  oi  lectures  on  the  diseases  ofthe  eye. 

A  regular  course  of  recitations  and  exaininations  will  include  all  the  required  professional  works. 
Anatomical  iiistriiclion  and  private  disseclinn  will  form  a  prominent  part  in  the  study  ofthe  pupils. 
For  further  irt  formation,  apply  to  either  ofthe  subscribers.  JOHN  JEFI'RIF.S,  M.D. 

R.  W.  HOOPER,  M.D. 
Franklin  Street,  JVov.O,\S:\C,.  July  10— Cm  JOHN  11.  DIX,  M.D. 


rilB  ROSPO.\  MI-IDICAL  AND  SIJRGICA  L  JOIIR.N  AL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
I).  CLAPP,  JR.  at  Itil  U'aslijngtoii  Street,  corner  of  I'lanklin  Street,  to  whom  all  rommuiiii  aiioii!) 
must  be  ail  lressKd,/)"-('.-/)ni'/.  It  is  also  published  in  iMonllily  Parts,  each  Part  containing  the  weekly 
ninn'iers  ofthe  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a  rover.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.I).  Eililor.— Price  ;i:i,(iO  n 
vi>  ir  in  ailvaiicH.  .^:i.')!)  aller  three  muntlis,  and  Sl.Ot)  if  not  paid  within  the  year. —  Agent.*  allowed 
every  seventh  copv  irratis, — Orders  from  a  disi.'inre  must  he  accouipanied  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
saiisfuctury  reference. — Puslnge  the  same  as  for  a  Newiipaper, 
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FISKE  FUND  PRIZE   DISSERT ATIOxNS    OF   THE   RHODE  ISLAND 
MEDICAL    SOCIETY. 

NO    IV. BY    JACOB    FULLER,    M.D.,    PROVIDENCE. 

[Communicated   for  Ihe   Boston   Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Fiske  Fu.nd  Trustees,  held  at  JVewport,  R.  I.,  on  the 
27th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1837,  it  was  decided  that  the  Dissertation  bearing  the 
motto,  '''■  Poculum  Baccho,  et  navigiutn  Plutoni,^^  and  which,  on  breaking  the 
seal  of  the  accompanying  letter,  was  found  to  be  written  by  Jacob  Fuller,  M.D. 
of  Providence,  was  entitled  to  the  premium  oP  forty  dollars  offered  for  the  best 
Dissertation  on  tlie  question,  "  What  is  the  nature  and  best  mode  of  treatment  of 
Delirium  Tremens  ?"  In  awarding  the  premium  to  this  Dissertation,  neither  the 
Trustees  nor  the  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society  hold  themselves  responsible  for 
the  doctrines  herein  inculcated,  treatment  recommended,  or  opinions  advanced. 

C    Charles   E.  Eldridge, 
Signed,  <    Samuel  West, 

(    William  G.   Shaw. 

"  What  is  the  nature  and  best  mode  of  treatment  of  Delirium 

Tremens  ?" 

This  mysterious  and  danj^erous  disease  is  frightfully  prevalent  through- 
out the  whole  United  States,  in  consequence,  we  presume,  of  the 
moderate  price  of  ardent  spirits  and  the  facility  with  which  they  can  be 
obtained,  which  leads  to  an  excessive  and  too  frequent  use  of  these  in- 
toxicating beverages — which  stimulants  may  be  considered  almost  the 
sole  parent  of  this  affection.  Formerly  this  disease  was  confounded 
with,  or  mistaken  for,  phrenitis,  until  at  length  Dr.  Sutton  and  some 
other  physicians  called  the  attention  of  the  faculty  to  it  as  a  specific 
complaint.  It  differs  from  common  delirium  in  being  accompanied  with 
a  trembling  of  the  hands,  feet,  tongue,  and  often  every  part  of  the  body. 
Hence  the  common  name  of  Delirium  Tremens. 

Dr.  Cross,  of  Lexington,  Ky.,  has  divided  the  disease  into  four  spe- 
cies, or  varieties  ;  but,  as  we  think,  a  division  into  two  species  is  suffi- 
cient for  all  practical  j)urposes,  and  this  division  we  regard  as  founded 
in  nature  and  highly  important  in  the  treatment.  The  first  species  is 
attended  with  more  or  less  inflammation  and  vascular  excitement  of  the 
arachnoid  and  other  membranes  of  the  brain,  and  is  accompanied  with 
great  irritability  and  impatience  of  contradiction  or  restraint. 

The  second  species  is  attended  with  exhausted  nervous  eneri:y,  trem- 
bling, irritability  and  great  indirect  debility  ;  but  between  these  two  spe- 
cies there  are  intermediate  shades  or  forms  of  the  disease,  which  cannot 
18 
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be  referred  to  either.  Yet  a  distinction  should  be  ke[jt  up,  and  the  dis- 
ease treated  according  to  its  inclination  to  one  or  the  other  forms, 
otheru'ise  both  species  are  apt  to  be  sub(uitted  to  the  same  treatment, 
often  to  the  destruction  of  the  patient  ;  and  for  want  of  this  distinction, 
much  discrepancy  of  opinion  has  prevailed  respecting  the  treatment  of 
the  complaint. 

In  the  first  species  the  pulse  are  frequent,  full  and  hard,  the  counte- 
nance Hushed,  the  head  hot,  great  vascular  excitement  in  the  mem- 
branes of  the  brain,  great  irritability  of  temper  and  violence  in  being 
opposed,  constant  watclifulness  and  trembling  of  the  hands  and  limbs. 
This  species  of  the  disease  is  caused  by  the  direct  stimulation  and  ex- 
citement raised  by  the  intemperate  use  of  spirituous  liquors,  opium, 
strong  beer  containing  the  Cocculus  Indicus  and  other  narcotic  ingre- 
dients ;  also  by  the  excessive  use  of  any  narcotic  or  intoxicating  sub- 
stance. Likewise  it  may  be  produced  by  long-continued  watching, 
when  attended  with  much  anxiety.  A  physician,  who  had  an  exten- 
sive practice  of  midwifery,  informed  us,  that  when  he  was  deprived  of 
sleep  for  seven  or  eight  successive  days,  it  never  failed  to  produce  a 
morbid  wakefulness,  accompanied  will)  delirium  tremens.  Young  ladies 
possessed  of  great  sensibility  and  irritability,  who  spend  half  their  nights 
in  novel  reading,  by  which  their  minds  become  highly  excited  and  wake- 
fulness is  induced,  often  suffer  severely  from  the  delirium  tremens. 
And  in  such  cases  it  is  very  apt  to  be  mistaken  for  some  other  kind  of 
delirium.  Intense  and  prolonged  studies,  in  either  sex,  especially  when 
prosecuted  under  the  influence  of  depressing  passions  ;  excessive  vene- 
real indulgence,  and  masturbation,  under  particular  circumstances,  are 
likewise  said  to  produce  the  disease. 

The  second  species,  or  true  delirium  tremens,  from  exhausted  nervous 
energy,  is  characterized  by  a  constant  watchfulness,  frequent,  weak  and 
small  pulse,  constant  trembling  of  the  hands  and  limbs,  delirious  illu- 
sions ;  the  feet  and  hands  are  cold,  and  the  surface  of  the  body  continu- 
ally covered  by  a  profuse  cold  sweat  ;  the  tongue  trembles,  is  cold  and 
much  loaded,  though  generally  moist. 

Whilst  the  first  species  of  this  disease  is  generally  caused  directly  by 
drunkenness,  the  second  is  indirectly  produced  from  the  same  cause  ;  one 
being  the  immediate  consequence  of  intoxication,  whilst  the  other  is 
produced  by  withholding  the  accustomed  stimuli.  A  slight  form  of  the 
disease,  without  intoxication  being  induced,  may  be  i^aen  amongst  ha- 
bitual tipplers,  with  a  treuibling  of  the  hands  and  occasional  illusions,  es- 
j)ecially  in  the  morning  before  receiving  their  usual  dram.  The  same 
trembling  in  the  morning  universally  accompanies  the  intemperate  use 
of  opium  ;  and  opium-eaters,  like  drunkards,  are  unfit  for  business  in  the 
niorninii,  until  after  receiving  their  accustomed  stimulus.  An  attack  of 
this  di-^ease  in  intemperate  subjects  is  generally  brought  on  by  the  neg- 
lect of  proper  food,  and  (he  excessive  use  of  intoxicating  beverages, 
followed  by  a  sudden  deprivation — especially  when  acconipanied  with 
other  depressing  causes,  such  as  haemorrhage,  diarrhoea,  and  fractured 
bones,  in  which  cases  a  low  diet  and  abstinence  from  spirituous  liquors 
are  injudiciously  prescribed,  and  if  persisted  in,  will  soon  induce  the  dis- 
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case.  Hence  it  is  chiefly  when  sobriety  has  followed  a  protracted  de- 
bauch, and  the  previous  indulgence  of  the  patient  has  induced  that 
condition  of  the  nervous  system  which  readily  takes  on  diseased  action, 
that  the  delirium  tremens  lakes  place.  And  hence  tl)e  difference  be- 
tween the  two  species  is  readily  perceived  ;  a  single  indulgence,  to  ex- 
cess, in  inebriating  liquors,  being  sufljcient  to  produce  the  former,  whilst 
abstinence  after  an  habituid  and  {jrotracied  use  is  required  to  produce 
the  latter. 

The  symptoms  of  delirium  tremens  remarkably  vary  in  different  cases, 
from  slight  nervous  tremors,  illusions,  and  quickened  pulse,  to  the  most 
alarming  state  of  muscular  agitation,  vital  depression,  and  alienation  of 
mind. 

The  characteristics  of  the  first  species  are,  that  it  comes  on  during  a 
fit  of  intoxication  and  other  exciting  causes,  or  immediately  afterwards; 
that  the  pulse  are  full  and  hard  ;  the  face  flushed,  and  the  animal  heat 
greatly  increased  ;  that  the  vascular  excitement  is  of  the  sthenic  kind, 
and  the  delirium  violent.  Without  careful  attention  to  the  history  of 
the  disease,  this  species  may  be  taken  for  phrenitis,  the  delirium  of  fe- 
vers, and  insanity. 

The  second  species,  or  true  delirium  tremens  of  modern  writers,  has 
been  divided  by  Dr.  Blake  into  three  stages.  The  first  stage  usually 
coujes  on  in  the  course  of  from  two  to  eight  days  after  a  protracted  fit  of 
intoxication  has  been  followed  by  sobriety,  or  abstraction  of  the  accus- 
tomed stimulus.  It  is  commonly  preceded  by  gastric  derangement  and 
slight  febrile  action,  and  is  often  a2;gravated  by  some  contingent  or  acci- 
dental injury,  fractured  bones,  &ic.  Loatliing  of  food,  lassitude,  indis- 
tinct chills,  cold  moist  skin,  great  debility,  disturbed  slumbers  with  fright- 
ful dreams,  are  among  the  first  feelings  of  indisposition.  These  are 
soon  followed  by  general  irritability,  accompanied  with  a  quick  and  weak 
pulse,  oppression  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  vertigo,  wildness  and  quick- 
ness of  the  look  ;  the  slightest  exercise  increases  the  tremors  of  the 
liands  and  the  profuse  perspiration ;  the  bowels  are  often  relaxed,  but 
sometimes  consti[nUed.  The  tongue  partakes  of  the  general  tremor, 
and  is  much  furred,  though  moist.  The  patient  is  melancholy,  and  often 
sighs  ;  his  countenance  is  anxious  and  dejected.  This  state  continues 
three  or  four  days,  when  the  second  stage  commences,  which  is  charac- 
terized by  a  total  want  of  sleep,  constant  tremor  and  delirium,  great 
anxiety  of  countenance  and  extravagant  fancies,  great  susceptibility  of 
the  nervous  system,  great  excitability  of  temper  and  irritability  of  the 
muscles,  frequent  mental  illusions  and  "  thick-coming  fancies."  Some- 
times the  patients  think  them.selves  covered  with  lice,  and  will  spend 
hours  in  combing  their  heads  and  in  brushing  their  clothing  in  order  to 
free  themselves  from  them,  but  they  multiply  faster  than  the  patient  can 
brush  them  off.  At  other  times  their  optical  illusions  enable  them  to 
see  their  dwellins;  beset  or  filled  with  all  kinds  of  noxious  animals  which 
fancy  could  draw  or  imagination  could  paint,  and  these  horrid  anmials 
grinning,  with  open  mouths  ready  to  bite  and  devour  them.  Wherever 
they  go,  these  frightful  creations  attend,  and  the  patients  are  constantly 
endeavoring  to  avoid  them.     The  tongue  becomes  more  loaded,  and  the 
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heat  of  the  body  increased,  though  the  hands  and  feet  become  cold  and 
clammy.  The  pulse  are  quick  and  weak,  froM)  l^^O  to  140  in  a  minute. 
The  i)atient  is  constantly  occupied  with  the  object  of  his  delusions, 
talkins;  incessantly,  and  when  opposed  and  kept  in  one  place,  is  violent 
and  noisy.  This  stage  continues  three  or  four  days,  and  is  followed  by 
a  mitiiiation  of  the  symptoms,  or  a  further  colla[)se  oi  the  vital  powers. 
The  third  stage,  in  the  most  favorable  cases,  is  a  miti^'aiion  of  the 
symptoms  of  the  second,  followed  by  a  deep  and  profound  sleep,  from 
which  tiie  patient  awakes  convalescent;  but,  in  the  most  severe  cases, 
the  symptoms  of  the  second  stage  are  increased  ;  the  patient  makes  vio- 
lent struiiiles,  and  becomes  bathed  with  a  cold  [)erspiration  ;  the  coldness 
of  the  hands  and  feet  increases,  and  at  length  pervades  the  whole  body  ; 
the  pulse  are  much  quickened,  and  the  irritability  and  trembling  in- 
crease and  constantly  agitate  the  whole  body,  like  the  cold  fit  of  an  in- 
termittent. The  trembling  is  often  so  violent  as  to  prevent  the  patient 
from  carrying  a  cup  of  drink  to  his  mouth.  The  perspiration  becon)es 
colder  and  colder,  the  countenance  is  pale,  the  deliriun)  increases  in 
violence,  the  mind  is  excessively  irritable,  and  so  continues  until  the 
calm  comes  on,  which  immediately  precedes  the  death  of  the  patient. 

These  are  the  usual  syn)ptoms,  though  cases  often  occur  where  the 
disease  cannot  be  distinguished  into  difTerent  stages,  the  sym|)toms  being 
so  confused  as  to  admit  of  no  distinction.  J\or  can  the  two  species  be 
always  distinguished  from  each  other ;  for  there  are  so  many  different 
shades  and  gradations  between  them,  that  they  seem  imperceptibly  to 
pass  into  each  other,  and  therefore  in  the  treatment  these  things  must  be 
kept  in  view,  and  the  disease  treated  according  to  its  approach  to  either 
species. 

The  two  species  of  tiie  disease  are  often  confounded  with  each  other, 
and  as  such  mistakes  may  lead  to  the  latal  application  of  the  remedies 
employed,  the  attending  physician  should  be  very  circumspect  in  mak- 
ing up  his  mind  to  which  species  the  disease  under  investigation  should 
be  referred.  The  second  species  may  be  distinguished,  as  alreadv  re- 
marked, from  the  first,  by  the  circumstance  of  its  being  caused  indirectly 
from  intoxicating  beverages,  whereas  the  first  species  occurs  directly 
from  the  same  source  ;  also  by  being  accon)panied  with  a  weak  and 
quick  pulse,  paleness  and  a  profuse  perspiration,  moist  trembling  tongue, 
and  trembling  over  the  whole  body  from  the  commencement;  whilst  in 
the  first  species  the  disease  does  not  always  commence  with  trembling. 
Also  the  illusions  in  the  second  species  are  almost  peculiar  to  the  true 
delitiiim  treniens.  These  symptoms,  with  the  previous  history,  may 
likewise  serve  to  distinguish  it  from  any  other  disease. 

The  paihologiral  condition  of  the  brain  in  delirium  tremens  is  con- 
sidered by  Dr.  Coaies,  of  Philadelphia,  "  to  consist  in  a  heightened  ac- 
tivity of  the  sensorium  ;  and  this  appears  to  arise  from  the  generation, 
in  that  organ,  of  an  uiuHual  vital  power,  which  is  not  exhausted  by  the 
narcotic  poisons  habitually  used.  This  is  not  to  be  considered  a  hy- 
pothesis, iiut  the  expression  of  a  fact  existing  in  nature." 

Now  this  condition  of  the  brain  may  be  pcnfeclly  correct,  but  accord- 
ing to  our  experience  the  encephalon  is  not  the  organ  primarily  affected, 
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for  the  fust  species  consists  solely  in  a  sympathy  transmitted  to  the 
brain,  by  the  stiinuluted  condition  of  ihe  stoinach,  before  any  ors^nnic 
lesion  could  have  been  produced.  And  the  second  species  we  believe 
to  be  always  preceded  by  a  nervous  and  vascular  irritation,  or  by  actual 
infla(nmaiion  of  the  liver  and  stomach,  and  generally  these  organs  are 
more  involved  in  the  morbid  actions  than  any  other,  not  even  excepting 
the  brain  itself.  It  therefore  may  be  laid  down  as  a  general  rule,  when 
these  organs  are  implicated,  that  the  disease  cannot  be  entirely  cured 
without  the  employment  of  mercury. 

Dr.  James  Johnson,  of  London,  "  maintains,  from  many  cases  which 
he  had  seen  of  delirium  tremens,  and  son)e  dissections,  that  pme  speci- 
mens of  the  disease  were  not  necessarily  connected  with  inHammation 
of  the  brain,  and,  consequently,  that  the  basis  of  the  treatment  was 
opium  to  procure  sleep,  and  diffusible  stimulants  to  equalize  the  circula- 
tion and  the  excitement."  He  further  adds,  "The  membranes  of  the 
brain,  like  every  other  part  of  the  animal  frame,  may  suffer,  not  directly, 
but  by  sympathy  with  diseased  organs,  situated  at  a  distance  from  them. 
Thus  irritation  of  the  brain  may  be  induced,  by  hepatic,  gastric,  or  in- 
testinal disorder ;  this  irritation  may  pass  into  more  activ(j  derangement, 
if  the  operation  of  the  cause  continue  ;  inflammation  may  ultimately  be 
established,  and  the  original  disease  so  masked  by  the  cerebral  affection, 
or  so  secondary  in  importance,  as  at  length  to  escape  all  notice." — John- 
son's Rcvieiv,  Vol.  15,  N.  S.  page  29. 

Furthermore  we  add  that  excessive  stimulation  by  arrlent  spirits,  and 
various  narcotics,  never  fails  at  length  to  produce  chronic  gastritis  and  a 
diseased  and  deranged  state  of  the  hepatic  organs,  and  also  a  debility  of 
the  whole  nervous  system — a  state  of  the  human  body  which  always 
induces  the  delirium  tremens,  when  for  a  few  days  the  accustomed 
stimuli  has  been  withdrawn.  These  observations  are  added  because 
they  are  deemed  important  to  a  judicious  treatment  and  a  radical  cure 
of  the  disease. 

Persons  of  strong,  robust  constitutions  may  recover  under  proper 
management  frorn  repeated  attacks  throuiih  a  long  course  of  years;  but 
in  feeble  and  broken-down  constitutions,  especially  where  the  abdominal 
viscera  are  much  disordered,  the  patient  usually  dies  on  the  second  or 
third  attack  of  the  delirium  tremens. 

In  the  few  cases  of  post-mortem  examination  which  we  have  seen  of 
the  second  species,  the  brain  exhibited  the  very  reverse  of  inflatnmation, 
though  it  is  true  that  the  arachnoid  at  the  base  of  the  brain  exhibited  in 
some  cases  a  slight  o[)acity,  and  sometimes  there  was  a  slight  effusion 
into  the  ventrit^les.  The  stomach  exhibited  the  appearance  of  chronic 
gastritis,  and  the  liver  was  enlarged,  tubeiculated,  sometimes  scirrhous, 
and  sometimes  piesenting  the  fatty  degeneration.  In  the  first  species 
the  brain  is  congested,  and  there  is  often  a  great  effusion  of  seium  into 
the  ventricles. 

Treatment. — In  the  first  species,  wliich  is  attended  with  vascular  ex- 
citement, a  stronti,  hard  pulse,  flushed  countenance,  and  a  i^rt  at  increase 
of  animal  heat,  moderate  depletion  bv  iiK.'ans  of  leeches  or  cupping 
from  the  nape  of  the  neck,  or  behind  the   ears,  will  be   productive  of 
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much  good,  or  the  leeches  may  be  applied  with  equal  benefit  to  the  re- 
gion of  the  liver,  or  to  the  scroblculis  cordis,  but  a  full  bleeding  from 
the  arm  will  soon  destroy  life.  Deceived  from  appearances,  we  have 
more  than  once  seen  this  species  of  delirium  tremens' (reaied"! by  the 
inexperiencd  as  |)hrenilis  attended  with  delirium,  and  every  case  so 
managed  has  uniformly  proved  fatal ;  nor  has  it  [)roved  less  destructive 
to  life  when  treated  with  stimulants  from  the  commencement.  After 
the  application  of  tlie  leeches,  if  the  head  is  not  relieved,  the  occiput 
should  be  shaved  and  a  blister  applied  to  that  part  of  tiie  nuclia.  In 
the  mean  time,  calomel,  in  the  dose  of  four  or  five  grains,  should  be 
given  every  hour  or  two  until  it  acts  freely  upon  the  bowels  ;  or  if  it  does 
not  relax  the  intestines  in  the  course  of  ten  or  twelve  hours,  its  opera- 
tion may  be  quickened  by  a  decoction  of  senna,  manna,  and  anise-seed,  or 
by  jalap  combined  with  aromatics;  and,  indeed,  w'hatever  cathartics  are 
employed,  they  should  be  given  in  combination  with  aromatics,  w'ith 
assafcEtida,  ammonia,  or  with  hyoscyamus,  or  with  the  comp.  tinct.  of 
jalap,  or  the  comp.  tinct.  of  senna;  and  if  the  bowels  are  obstinately 
constipated,  the  action  of  the  cathartics  may  be  quickened  with  turpen- 
tine injections,  combined  with  assafoetida. 

When  the  disease  is  the  effect  of  spirituous  potations,  extreme  cau- 
tion should  be  used  that  the  leeching  and  cupping  are  not  persisted  in 
too  long,  but  upon  the  first  subsidence  of  the  cerebral  and  vascular  ex- 
citement the  local  depletion  should  give  place  to  the  employment  of 
opium,  camphor,  ammonia,  the  accustomed  stimulants  disguised,  or  other 
cordials,  to  procure  sleep  and  to  prevent  the  depression  and  debility 
which  are  sure  to  follow  the  previous  excitement.  In  cases  where  the 
patient  will  not  permit  the  abstraction  of  blood  by  leeching,  or  where  it 
cannot  be  performed,  tartarized  antimony  in  nauseating  doses  may  be 
substituted  for  it.  It  will  control  the  circulation  and  lower  the  excite- 
ment as  much  or  more  than  leeching,  and  when  it  is  desirable  to  give 
calomel  at  the  same  time  with  antimony,  it  may  be  combined  with  the 
pulvis  antimonialis  instead  of  the  tartarized  antimony  ;  but  the  same 
caution  as  in  leeching  must  be  exercised,  lest  the  debilitating  effect  of 
the  antimonialis  should  be  carried  too  far — and  as  soon  as  the  increased 
action  has  abated,  cordials  should  be  used  until  health  is  restored. 

Another  powerful  remedial  agent  is  found  in  the  cold  shower  bath, 
whenever  the  animal  heat  and  general  excitement  are  nuich  above  the 
standard  of  health.  It  may  be  applied  by  means  of  confining  the  pa- 
tient to  a  sentry  box,  on  the  top  of  which  there  is  a  cask  containing  a 
barrel  of  water,  which  by  lifting  a  valve  may  be  made  to  flow  suddenly 
on  the  patient's  head  ;  after  which  he  should  be  wiped  dry  and  desired 
to  walk  until  reaction  takes  place,  when  sleep  is  generally  induced. 
We  know  of  no  remedial  measure  so  sure  to  induce  sleep  as  the  cold 
shower  bath,  when  followed  by  reaction  and  sweat.  If  the  heat  should 
return,  the  bath  may  be  repealed  twice  a  day,  and  in  the  interval  be- 
tween the  bathing  the  head  may  be  kept  cool  by  means  of  cloths  wet  in 
cold  vinegar  and  water,  and  applied  to  the  head.  When  the  cold  shower 
bath  cannot  be  had,  nearly  the  same  good  efFect  will  follow  the  a|)plica- 
tion  of  cold  water  poured  horn  a  heiglit  on  the  patient's  head  by  means 
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of  a  large  tea  kettle,  or  a  plunge,  head  foremost,  into  tlie  river.  We 
have  sometimes  ciuecl  this  species  of  the  complaint  by  the  employment 
of  the  cold  bath  v.itliout  the  use  of  one  particle  of  medicine. 

We  knew  a  clergyman,  who,  from  excessive  study  and  night  watch- 
ing, was  attacked  with  this  species  of  delirium  tremens.  When  we  first 
saw  him  he  had  not  slept  for  a  week,  and  he  was  exceedingly  talkative 
and  wild  in  his  actions.  The  shower  bath  was  prescribed  and  subniit- 
ted  to,  and  after  tlie  patient  received  a  barrel  of  water  on  his  head,  he 
was  wiped  dry,  and,  when  cloth(!d,  his  friends  were  directed  to  walk 
with  him  until  he  should  sweat.  This  occurred  after  walking  about  two 
miles.  When  he  reached  home,  he  soon  began  to  nod  and  grow  sleepy, 
he  was  put  to  bed,  and  soon  fell  into  a  profound  sleep,  which  lasted  for 
twenty-four  hours,  with  th.e  exception  of  waking  up  a  few  times  and 
asking  for  drink,  which  being  received  he  again  slept,  and  at  last  awoke 
free  from  disease,  and  continued  so.  In  this  case  no  other  remedy  was 
employed. 

In  short,  we  consider  the  cold  bath  one  of  the  most  efficient  remedial 
measures  which  can  be  employed  in  the  delirium  tremens,  whether  of 
the  sthenic  or  asthenic  kind,  but  more  especially  in  the  species  now 
under  consideration  ;  and  we  think  the  physician  highly  culpable  who 
would  neglect  to  prescribe  it  whenever  the  excitement  is  much  above 
the  standard  of  health.  If  there  is  any  case  where  its  use  is  improper, 
it  is  in  the  second  and  third  stages  of  the  most  asthenic  kind. 

The  observations  of  Dr.  Stokes,  of  the  Meath  Hospital,  are  so  ap- 
propriate and  so  nearly  correspond  with  our  own  views  of  the  subject, 
that  we  have  taken  the  liberty  to  make  the  following  quotation  from  one 
of  his  lectures.  "  The  supervention  of  inflammatory  diseases  of  the 
brain,  in  delirium  tremens,  is  not  understood  by  many  practitioners;  and 
they  go  on  administering  stimulant  after  stimulant,  totally  unconscious 
that  they  are  bringing  on  decided  cerebral  disease.  I  have  witnessed 
the  dissection  of  a  great  many  persons  who  died  of  delirium  tremens, 
and  one  of  the  most  common  results  of  the  dissection  was  the  discovery 
of  unequivocal  marks  of  inflammation  in  the  brain  and  stomach.  Brous- 
sais  considers  all  such  cases  as  merely  examples  of  gastritis,  and  ridicules 
British  practitioners  for  inventing  '  a  new  disease  ;'  but  in  this  he  is  cer- 
tainly wrong,  for  there  have  been  several  cases  in  which  no  distinct 
marks  of  gastric  inflammation  could  be  discovered.  In  all  cases,  how- 
ever, where  the  delirium  supervenes  on  an  excessive  debauch,  there  is 
more  or  less  of  gastritis  ;  and  though  it  may  occasionally  happen,  that  a 
patient,  under  such  circumstances,  may  recover  under  the  stimulant 
treatment,  yet  I  am  convinced  that  the  physician  will  very  frequently  do 
harm  by  adopting  it. 

"This  complication  of  delirium  tremens  with  gastritis  is  also  exceed- 
ingly curious  in  another  point  of  view,  as  it  illustrates  how  completely 
the  local  symptoms  are  placed  in  abeyance,  and,  as  it  were,  lost  during 
the  prevalence  of  strong  sympathetic  irritation.  The  patient's  belly 
will  not  be  tender  ;  the  tongue  may  not  be  red ;  the  symptoms  present 
may  be  indicative  of  mere  cerebral  affection  ;  and  yet  intense  gastric  in- 
flammation may  be  going  on  all  the  time,  and  all  the  appearance  of  cere- 


284 


Final  Report  on  the  Radical  Cure  of  Hernia. 


bral  affection  be  quickly  removed  by  treatment  calculated  to  subdue  a 
gastritis.  Is  this  all  theory  ?  INo,  for  we  have  practised  on  this  princi- 
ple with  the  most  extraordinary  success  in  the  Meath  Hospital. 

"  We  have  seen  cases  of  the  most  violent  outrageous  delirium  subside 
under  the  application  of  leeches  to  the  epigastrium,  and  iced  water, 
without  a  single  drop  of  laudanum.  I  beg  of  you,  if  you  meet  with 
any  cases  of  delirium  tremens  under  such  circumstances,  to  make  trial 
of  this  mode  of  treatment,  and  record  its  effects,  for  it  is  important  that 
they  should  be  more  extensively  known.  I  have  seen  the  whole  train 
of  morbid  phenomena,  the  delirium,  the  sleeplessness,  the  excessive 
nervous  agitation,  all  vanish  under  the  application  of  leeches  to  the  epi- 
gastrium. In  some  cases,  after  the  sleeplessness  and  dehrium  were  re- 
moved by  the  practice,  and  the  tremors  alone  remained,  we  have  again 
applied  leeches  to  the  epigastrium,  and  succeeded  in  removing  the  tre- 
mors also.  On  the  other  hand,  where  a  stimulant  plan  of  treatment 
was  employed,  and  the  patient  died,  we  have  most  commonly  found  in- 
flammation in  two  places,  in  the  stomach,  or  in  the  brain  or  its  mem- 
branes. The  rule,  then,  is  this — in  a  case  of  delirium  tremens  from 
want  of  a  customary  stimulus,  use  the  stimulant  and  opiate  treatment ; 
but  when  it  comes  on  after  an  occasional  and  violent  debauch,  such 
remedies  must  be  extremely  improper.  Adopt,  here,  everything  calcu- 
lated to  remove  gastric  irritation.  We  have  facts  to  show  that  most  de- 
cided advantage  may  arise  from  the  application  of  leeches,  even  where 
the  symptoms  of  gastritis  are  absent." 

(To  be  concluded  next  week.) 
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[Continued  from  page    222.] 

Fig.  9. — A  view  of  the  Pelvis,  with  Chasers  Ventro-lnguinal  Block 
in  situ — to  shoiv  the  oclaptaiion  of  its  curvature  to  the  form  of  the 
body  and  spine  of  the  os  pubis. 

9 


a  a    The   bodies   of   the  pubic 

bones. 
hi    The  anterior   superior   spi- 

nou.«  processes  of  the  ilia. 
c  The  ventro-inguinal  block  in 

situ. 
d  The  symphysis  pubis, 
e  The  base  of  the  sacrum. 
/  The  spines  of  the  pubic  bones. 


As  regards  the  accidents  consequent  to  the  use  of  this  instrument, 
the  coexistence  of  varicocele  has  been  observed  in  several  instances, 
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bat  the  Comailttcc  tliiiik,  not  more  frequently  llian  after  tlie  use  of  tlie 
old  coniiuon  inguinal  trusses.  This  affection,  to  the  extent  noticed,  is  so 
common  in  persons  laboring  under  hernia,  and  even  among  those  who 
are  not  affected  with  any  other  disease,  that  they  feel  considerable  doubt 
whether  in  the  cases  observed,  it  ivas  generally  referable  to  the  action 
of  the  truss,  to  the  pressure  of  the  intestines  when  protruded,  or  to 
some  pre-existing  cause.  They  have  not  been  able,  in  more  than  one 
instance,  to  determine,  positively,  that  it  was  caused  by  the  instrument, 
and  in  no  case  has  it  produced  material  inconvenience.  One  case  of 
slight  and  temporary  hydrocele  has  been  observed  by  the  Chairman, 
and  in  this  the  hydrocele  attracted  but  little  attention  until  after  the  pa- 
tient had  been  ordered  to  relinquish  the  truss.  It  occasioned  him  some 
alarm  at  first,  for  he  supposed  that  a  relapse  of  hernia  had  taken  place  ; 
but  the  symptoms  disappeared  in  a  few  weeks. 

An  agent  for  Dr.  Chase  mentions  another  similar  case,  but  it  appears, 
from  the  slender  amount  of  evidence  heretofore  obtained,  that  this  form 
of  hydrocele  is  of  short  duration,  and  of  no  material  importance.  In 
the  very  old  and  extensive  ventro-inguinal  hernia  described  in  Case  1., 
there  was  an  alteration  of  texture  observable  on  the  side  corresponding 
with  the  hernia,  both  in  the  spermatic  cord  and  the  testicle,  the  latter 
being  almost  destroyed  by  absorption.  The  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee, by  whom  these  parts  were  most  cautiously  examined,  is  decidedly 
of  the  opinion  that  this  change  could  not  have  been  induced  by  the 
pressure  of  the  wooden  truss-blocks  employed,  defective  as  some  of 
them  were,  because  it  is  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  such  results  could 
have  followed  an  embarrassment  in  the  circulation  of  the  cord,  in  the 
short  space  of  time  during  which  the  hard  blocks  were  in  use,  without 
occasioning  pain  or  inconvenience  to  the  patient.  It  is  fair  to  conclude, 
then,  that  as  the  condition  of  the  testicle  had  never  been  perceived  by 
the  patient  until  pointed  out  by  the  Committee,  the  absorption  was  the 
result  of  the  long-continued  action  of  the  ill-supported  intestines,  to- 
gether with  the  occasional  pressure  of  ill-applied  trusses  upon  the  pu- 
bic bone. 

The  Committee  are,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  there  exist  no  physio- 
logical objections  to  the  use  of  the  ventro-inguinal  block  of  Dr.  Chase, 
which  are  not  equally  applicable  to  all  known  means  of  retention  in 
ventro-inguinal  hernia  ;  that  this  block  is  more  accurately  adapted  to 
the  form  of  the  pelvis,  and  the  parts  on  which  it  is  intended  to  act,  than 
any  pad  or  block  previously  in  use,  and  that  it  escapes  the  objections 
felt  to  the  ventro-inguinal  block  of  Dr.  Hood,  by  the  greater  regularity 
of  its  arched  form,  and  the  absence  of  any  angularity  or  other  pecu- 
liarity of  shape  designed  for  the  production  of  irritation. 

The  only  peculiarity  of  the  ventro-inguinal  truss  of  Dr.  Chase,  con- 
sists in  the  form  of  the  block.  In  every  other  particular  it  is  identical 
with  the  inguinal  truss.  But,  in  the  application  of  the  instrument,  it  is 
necessary  that  the  perineal  strap  should  be  secured,  at  its  anterior  ex- 
tremity, to  the  button  on  the  end  of  the  block-slide,  and  not  to  that  on 
the  anterior  extremity  of  the  spring. 

To  the  complete  instrument,  as  it  has  been  actually  employed  during 
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the  last  year,  tlie   Committee   may  safely  apply  the  same  langua-e  used 
ill  conchidins;  their  remarks  on  the  inguinal  truss. 


Chase's  Femoral  Block,  xcith  Attachment. 

Fig.  10. — The"  letters  from  o"lo 
h,  inclusive,  have  the  same  refer- 
ence as  in  fig.  2. 

k  A  windtjw  in  the  anterior  ex- 
trcn)itv  of  the  main  sprina:.  ' 

I  The  iroii  nock  oftlio  block-slide, 
continued  along  the  main  spring  fur 
some  inches  and  seen  through  tiie 
vviiidou-  //. 

m  m  Two  broad-headed  screws  of 
the  suring-adj-.istment.  securing  the 
flattened  extremity  of  the  iron  neck 
to  the  main  spring,  and,  when  loose, 
permitting   it   to   slide  on   it. 

Fig.  ]]. — A  longitudinal  section  of  the  femoral  block. 

The  comparative  rarity  of  femoral  hernia,  and  the  fitct  that  a  large 
proportion  of  the  cases  of  tliis  class  occur  in  females,  have  prevented 
the  Committee  from  receiving  testimony  upon  a  sufficient  number  to 
form  a  safe  basis  for  calculation  in  estimating  the  value  of  instruments 
by  practical  tests  alone  ;  and  they  feel  under  the  necessity  of  treating 
this  branch  of  their  subject  chiefly  as  a  mechanical  question. 

Even  the  anatomy  of  femoral  hernia  has  not  been  very  well  under- 
stood until  recent  times,  and  this  furnishes  the  only  reasonable  excuse 
for  the  fact  that,  no  truss  expressly  designed  for  the  treatment  of  this 
variety  of  hernia  has  ever  been  strongly  pressed  upon  the  attention  of 
the  profession.  Many  trusses  have  indeed  been  advertised  as  ap()licable 
to  all  the  forms  of  hernia — a  degree  of  pretension  carrying  with  it  the 
proofs  of  its  own  fallacy — and  certain  works  on  surgery  contain  direc- 
tions for  slight  modifications  in  the  form  of  the  pads,  the  curvature  of  the 
springs,  and  the  mode  of  application  of  inguinal  trusses,  to  adapt  these 
instruments  to  cases  of  femoral  hernia  ;  but  your  Committee  cannot  re- 
call any  apparatus  entitled  to  the  name  of  a  femoral  truss  (the  invention 
of  Dr.  Hood  being  not  a  truss,  but  simply  a  block  intended  to  be  added 
to  the  spring  of  one  of  the  common  trusses  under  certain  circumstan- 
ces), prior  to  the  construction  of  the  instrument  of  Dr.  Chase,  which  is 
now  under  examination. 

It  is  proper  to  recall  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  a  peculiarity  al- 
ready pointed  out  as  common  to  all  the  trusses  previously  in  use,  and  to 
the  femoral  block  of  Dr.  Hood.  The  pad  or  block  invariably  covered 
not  only  the  site  of  hernial  tumor,  but  also  a  portion,  and  generally  a 
considerable  portion,  of  Poupart's  ligament.  The  pads  or  blocks  which 
act  in  the  manner  above  described  cannot  effect  any  great  certainty  of 
retention  unless  the  ligatnents  be  made  to  yield,  and  the  neck  of  the 
hernial  sac  become  pressed  against  the  pubic  bone  with  considerable 
firmness.  In  the  opinion  of  your  Counnittee,  the  degree  of  pressiu'e 
required    to    accomplish    this   purpose   would   exceed  the  power  of  any 
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truss  spring,  and  the   capacity  of  endurance  possessed  by  the  patient,  or 
tliat  of  the  parts  acted  upon  by  the  instrument. 

All  the  instruments  employed  prior  to  the  invention  of  Mr.  Stagner 
are  liable  to  another  objection.  They  press  ujjon  so  lar^^e  a  surface,  that 
when  employed  in  lemoral  hernia,  they  are  necessarily  liable  to  displace- 
ment in  the  extensive  motions  of  the  thigh. 

When  tiie  Counnittee  view  these  remarks,  in  connection  with  the  fact 
that  they  have  met  with  no  detailed  and  satisfactory  records  of  the  radical 
cure  of  lemoral  hernia,  by  instruments,  prior  to  the  year  1833,  they  are 
strongly  in(hiced  to  conclude  that  no  truss  employed  before  the  inven- 
tion of  Dr.  Chase  was  capatile  of  securing  and  maintaining  that  perfect 
retention  of  the  last  portion  of  the  bowel  beneath  Poupart's  ligament, 
which,  by  the  hypothesis  adopted  in  this  Report,  is  indispensably  neces- 
sary to  the  radical  cure  of  this  forcn  of  hernia. 

It  will  be  naturally  asked,  why,  if  the  retention  has  always  been  im- 
perfect or  inconstant,  have  so  many  patients,  laboring  under  femoral  her- 
nia, been  secured  for  years  against  strangulation. 

The  reply  does  not  appear  difficult.  The  older  trusses,  with  soft 
pads,  when  arranged  with  great  care,  were  quite  capable  of  closing  all 
that  part  of  the  hernial  sac  which  lay  below  Poupart's  liaament  ;  and  if, 
during  exertion,  or  unusual  flexion  of  the  thigh,  a  sn)all  portion  of  in- 
testine was  accidentally  protruded  into  the  sac,  the  pressure  of  the  pad 
must  have  acted  as  the  best  of  all  modes  of  taxis,  the  moment  that  the 
exertion  ceased  or  the  position  of  the  limb  was  clianged.  This  action 
would  tend  to  confine  the  protrusion  ahnost  constantly  to  the  femoral 
canal,  which,  being  very  short  and  narrow,  cannot  accommodate  a  suffi- 
cient amount  of  intestine  lo  produce  much  danger  of  strangulation,  or  to 
arrest  the  |)assage  of  alvine  matter  ;  yet  the  frequent  presence  of  even 
minute  portions  of  intestine  in  the  canal,  would  effectually  prevent  the 
contraction  of  the  orifice  and  destroy  the  hope  of  radical  cure.  The 
belief  that  trusses  with  soft  pads  do  not  actually  retain  femoral  hernia, 
receives  additional  support  from  the  symptoms  of  abdominal  uneasiness, 
indigestion,  chronic  pains,  &ic.,  which  are  usually  made  a  subject  of 
complaint  with  those  who  are  treated  by  such  instruments  both  in  this 
kind  of  hernia  and  the  inguinal  varieties;  symptoms  which  speedily 
disappear  in  the  latter,  when  the  retention  is  made  accurate  and  constant 
by  the  instrutnents  already  described. 


PROFESSIONAL  ANNOYANCES. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jonrnal. 

Sir, — There  are  few  of  us,  who  have  not  cause  to  complain  of  a  forced 
tax  put  upon  us  in  the  shape  of  postage  and  carriage  in  receiving  pam- 
phlets and  letters,  which  the  authors  send  to  us  in  the  way  of  advertise- 
ments to  forward  their  own  interests.  A  wholesale  edition  of  Carpenter's 
advertising  pamphlets  are  annually  paid  for  by  the  profession  ;  then 
comes  the  catalogue  of  every  medical  school  in  the  country,  then  a  re- 
port upon  hernia  which  we  have  already  paid  postage  upon  in  thepublic 
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journals,  tlien  every  man's  private  griefs,  if  lie  thinks  proper  to  [uiblisli 
a  book  about  tliem,  are  sent  to  us  l)y  ihe  mail  or  the  sta^euian.  I  have 
sent  this  cala'oi^ue  of  aiinoyances  to  you,  Mr.  Editor,  in  liopes  that  you 
will  give  it  publicity  and  reconiuiend  to  the  selfish  perpetrators  of  them 
an  attention  to  the  Hon.  Tom  ShuflBeton's  olt-repeated  advice,  "  Pay 
the  post  boy,  Maggins."  .  Cruden. 

Boston,  Dec.  1,  1837. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,     DECEMBER    6,     J8  3  7. 


PRICHARD   ON  INSANITY.* 

The  name  of  Dr.  Prichard  will  at  once  be  recognized  by  our  readers, 
for  his  English  reputation  has  preceded  his  writings  in  this  country. 
Nevertheless,  we  are  happy  to  introduce,  as  far  as  our  humble  means 
will  allow,  an  American  edition  of  his  Treatise  on  Insanilij  and  other  dis- 
orders affecting  the  mind.  It  would  be  presumption  in  us  to  pretend  to 
judge  of  the  precise  merit  of  the  work  :  that,  indeed,  woyld  be  a  deli- 
cate undertaking,  and  those  most  conversant  with  the  management  of 
the  insane,  of  all  others,  would  be  most  careful  in  giving  an  opinion. 
One  thing  is  certain  in  relation  to  it,  viz..  Dr.  Prichard  is  constantly 
consulted,  as  high  authority.  There  seems  to  be  nothing  extant  emhody- 
ins  more  essential  matter,  in  a  compact,  scientific  form — nor  is  there,  to 
our  knowledge,  a  recent  publication  taking  equal  rank. 

There  are  twelve  chapters,  in  this  work,  embracing  everv  known  va- 
riety of  mental  affection,  methodically  arranged  and  perspicuously  and 
interestingly  treated  of  There  are  no  new  tilings  under  the  sun  in  this 
fifdd  of  inquiry  ;  but  facts  are  illustrated  in  a  clear  and  wonderfully  dis- 
tinct light — thereby  manifesting  to  the  world  that  Dr.  P.  possesses  a  sane 
mind  liimself  There  is  one  excellent  quality  in  the  character  of  this 
popular  author,  worthy  of  imitation,  that  is,  conciseness,  without  poverty 
of  language.  That  writer  is  to  be  envied  who  possesses  the  happy  talent 
of  saying  just  enough.  When  a  great  Chinese  philosopher  presented  to 
the  emperor  a  hundred  volumes  on  the  duties  of  a  prince,  his  majesty 
declared  that  life  was  too  short  to  read  them,  and  he,  therefore,  refused  to 
admit  such  voluminous  wisdom  into  the  royal  library  ;  but  when  informed, 
shortly  aft(!r,  that  a  priest  of  Fou  had  condensed  the  whole  mass,  so  that 
the  spirit  of  the  hundred  volumes  was  beautifully  stamped  upon  a  fan, 
the  ruler  of  the  celestial  empire  raised  him  to  the  dignity  of  a  choui,  or 
essence  of  learning,  with  the  privilege  of  burning  gilt  paper  on  the  tombs 
of  his  ancestors. 

This  book  should  certainly  be  in  the  hands  of  all  advocates  of  animal 
magnetism,  on  account  of  the  closing  observations  upon  ecstatic  visions, 
cataleptic  somnambulism,  and  the  history  of  animal  magnetism  generally. 

In  Boston,  the  work  is  on  sale  at  Ticknor's  medical  bookstore,  corner 
of  Washington  and  School  streets. 

*  A  Treatise  on  Insanity  and  other  disorders  iiffecting  the   mind.     By   .lames   Couies   Prichard, 
M.D.  F.R.S.,  &c.  &.C.  &LC.    Philadelpliia  :  E.  L.  Carey  &  A.  Hart,  1837.    8vo.  p.  339. 
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WEEKLY   REPORT  OF  CASES    AT   THE   MARINE   HOSPITAL. 

To  Ike  Editor  of  Ike  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — I  send  you  the  suhjoined  list  of  cases  wliicli  have  been 
treated  in  this  hospital  during  the  week  ending  the  30th  ult.  It  is  my 
present  intention  to  transmit  to  you,  weekly,  a  similar  statement,  should 
you  think  it  sufficiently  interesting  to  any  of  your  numerous  readers. 

Yours  respectfully, 
U.  S.  Marine  Hospital,  Dec.  1,  1837.  C.  H.  Stedman. 

Abscess  of  the  pleura,  -           1  Fracture  of  finger,          -         -         1 

Asthma,          -          -          -  -        1  Gonorrhoea,           .          .          _          4 

Bronchitis,  acute,         -  -          1  Haemoptysis,          _          -          _ 

"           chronic,  -             1  Herpes  exedens, 

Cachexy,           -           -  -           1  Inflammatiim  of  lungs, 

Carbuncle,           -          -  -          I                 "             of  pleura, 

Caries,         -         _         _  -         3  Prolapsus  of  rectum. 

Cataract,           -           -  -            1  Psoriasis  diffusa, 

Consumption,         -         -  -       2  Phlegmon,              _         _         _ 

Contusion,          -           -  -         3  Rheumatism,  acute. 

Chilblains,           -          -  -          1                 "             chronic, 

Deafness,           -           -  -           1  Scabies,         _         _         _         _ 

Delirium  tremens,         -  -          1  Scrofula,          -         _        _         _ 

Diarrhoea,  chronic,          -  -        1            "        with  ecthyma. 

Dislocation  of  humerus,  -         2  Scurvy,         -         -         -         -        2 

"              femur  and  comp.  Sprained  ankles,           -         -           1 

fracture  of  humerus,  -         1  Stricture  of  urethra,          -       -       2 

Dropsy,  anasarca,          -  -          1  Syphilis,  primary,          -         -          8 

Dropsy  of  knee  and  ankle,  1             "        secondary,       -         -        5 

Dropsy,  with  enlarged  spleen,         1  Ulcers  of  legs,  -  -  7 

Dysentery,  chronic,         -        -        1  — 

Enteritis,  acute,          -  -          1          Total,       -       -         -         -         82 

Fever,  intermittent,         -  -       3  Cured,          -         -         -          -         9^ 

"      ty[)hus,         -        -  -        1  Relieved,           -           -           -           2 

Fistula  in  perineo,         -  -         1  Died,          _          -           .          _          l 

Fracture  at  elbow,         -  -         1                                                                  — 

"       of  patella,         -  -        1  Remaining,          -         -         -          70 

"       comp.  of  femur,  -        1 


JYatiiral  Bonesetlers. — Perhaps  there  is  not  another  town  or  city  on  the 
continent  more  distinguished  for  indigenous  bonesetters,  than  the  good 
city  of  Boston.  One  not  well  acquainted  with  the  actual  condition  of 
the  inhabitants,  by  reading  the  stereotyped  advertisements  of  the  bone- 
setting  trade,  would  be  led  to  imagine  that  the  whole  community  had 
either  been  fractured  from  head  to  loot,  were  born  out  o("  joint,  or  lived 
in  a  slate  of  painful  dislocation.  At  any  rate,  some  of  them  get  prodigious- 
ly rubbed  in  the  plastic  hands  of  these  bone-monger.-* — but  for  what,  or 
why,  it  is  n<it  always  easy  to  ascertain.  Although  these  ignorant  pre- 
tenders, ill  bred,  presuming,  and  acquisitive,  to  a  proverb,  are  seldom 
trusted  with  the  management  of  recently  injured  Imibs,  it  is  not  to  be 
denied  that  they  are  driving  a  profitable  business.  There  is  an  unac- 
countable charm  about  them,  like  the  fascination  of  the  serpent,  and  many 


290 


Medical  Intelligence. 


invalids  seem  to  glory  in  giving  their  diseased  bodies  to  the  keeping  of 
speculators  in  lioaltli,  with  whom  tliey  could  not  he  persuaded  to  entrust 
their  purses. 

Cesarean  Operaiion. — "  On  the  22d  of  July  last,  a  single  woman, 
named  Frances  Manley,  aged  39  years,  was  admitted  into  Lambeth  poor 
house,  in  an  advanced  state  of  pregnancy,  tor  the  purpose  of  i)eing  passed 
in  the  usual  way  to  her  parish,  Sevenoaks,  in  Kent.  Upon  being  visited 
by  Mr.  Bryant,  the  parish  surgeon,  he  found  it  would  be  a  matter  of  im- 
possibility, from  the  maltbrniation  of  the  patient,  that  her  accouchment 
could  take  place  in  the  ordinary  course  of  nature.  A  consultation  of 
five  surgeons  was  held,  and  it  was  ultimately  decided  that  she  should  un- 
dergo the  Ca3sarean  section.  The  operation  was  most  skilfully  performed 
by  i\lr.  Bryant,  his  assistant  (Mr.  Osborne  ,  and  three  other  surgeons, 
in  three  minutes,  on  Wednesday  last.  The  unfortunate  woman  went 
through  the  dreadful  trial  with  v.'onderful  fortitude,  but  e.\pired  in  three 
hours.      The  child  is  a  remarkably  fine  boy.     It  is  alive,  and  doing  well." 


L'ltholripsij. — The  last  number  of  the  American  Journal  contains  two 
articles  on  this  subject,  with  cases — one  by  Dr.  llundoiph,  of  the  Penn- 
svlvania  Hospital,  and  the  other  by  Dr.  Nathan  R.  Smith,  of  Baltimore. 
The  latter  is  more  candid  in  his  praises  of  this  new  operation,  than  some 
of  its  European  practitioners,  as  he  confesses  there  are  many  cases  in 
which  lithotomy  is  to  be  preferred  to  it.  The  following  are  his  remarks 
on  the  subject. 

"  Queries  are  often  rather  absurdly  made  in  regard  to  the  comparative 
merits  of  lithotripsy  and  lithotomy.  In  regard  to  most  cases  of  stone, 
they  can  be  compared  with  no  more  propriety  than  can  lithotripsy  and 
amputation.  Where  the  calculus  is  small  and  the  bladder  healthy,  no 
one  can  hesitate  for  a  moment  to  pronounce  lithotripsy  the  eligible  opera- 
tion ;  indeed,  in  such  a  case  lithotomy  is  unnecessary,  cruel  and  peri- 
lous. But,  on  the  other  hand,  when  the  stone  is  very  large  and  the  blad- 
der irritaiile,  it  is  equally  manifest  that  lithotomy  is  the  only  operation 
which  science  and  humanity  can  reconmiend.  Cases  will,  however,  oc- 
cur, in  which  it  will  be  diiticult  to  decide  to  which  operation  perference 
is  to  be  given. 

"  To  how  large  a  |)ro[)ortion  of  cases  lithotripsy  is  applicable,  the  ex- 
perience of  surgeons  has  not  as  yet  determined.  As  the  operation  be- 
comes more  generally  known  and  practised,  the  pro|)(jrtion  favorable  for 
lithotripsy  will  undoubtedly  increase,  as  patients  will  submit  to  lithotripsy 
while  the  calculus  is  small. 

"  Within  the  last  two  years  there  have  occurred  in  my  practice  in  the 
city  of  Baltimore,  twelve  cases  of  stone.  In  one  half  of  them  I  have 
performed  lithotripsy,  and  in  the  remainder  lithotomy.  In  one  of  the 
latter  I  attempted  lithotripsy,  but  was  compelled  to  abandon  it.  These, 
I  believe,  are  all  the  cases  which  have  occurred  in  Baltimore  in  that 
time." 


Sinallpor  and  Vaccination. — In  opposition  to  the  opinion  of  3Ir.  Pritch- 
ard,  as  quoted  in  the  Journal  a  i'v.w  weeks  since,  in  reference  to  the  pro- 
tecting power  of  vaccination  after  exposure  to  smallpo.x,  Mr.  Allison,  ot 
Retford,  writes  as  follows  in  the  London  Lancet. 
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"  I  have,  unfortunately,  seen  a  great  many  aflected  with  smallpox  ; 
and,  speaking  generally,  I  place  confidence  in  the  power  of  cow-pox  lo  pre- 
vent, or  to  mod  f If,  smallpox.'''' 

"  Speaking  ol'  fair  vaccination  only,  and  speaking  generally,  I  should 
say  that  1  think  it"  I  were  to  inoculate  one  arm  with  cowpox,  and  the 
other  with  smallpox,  the  former  would  take  precedence,  and  the  latter 
would  he  very  much  modified.  Nay,  i'urther  ;  I  think  that  if  I  were  to 
inoculate  one  arm  for  smallpox,  and,  in  fiom  six  to  ten  days  after  that* 
(or  as  long  after  natural  infection),  to  inoculate  the  other  arm  for  cowpox, 
the  same  results  even  then  would  follow.  I  speak  from  experiments  and 
observations  made  before  I  was  in  practice  on  my  own  account,  and 
many  years  ago.  The  only_ question  in  my  mind  is,  whether  the  vaccine 
lymph  can,  or  cannot,  do  now  what  it  did  twenty  years  ago  ?  I  think  that 
it  is  equally  etficient.  I  have  seen  a  person  die  from  smallpox,  after 
having  had  cowpox  ;  and  I  have  seen  a  person  die  from  smallpox,  taken 
naturally,  after  having  been  violently  afi'ected  for  some  years  previously 
with  smallpox,  for  which  he  had  then  been  inoculated.  These  are  rare 
exceptions." 


Mediccd  Miscellamj. — Gen.  Caretto,  near  Naples,  a  military  comman- 
der, has  decided  that  army  physicians,  abandoning  their  posts — that  is, 
run  from  cholera  patients,  as  they  have  ever  since  the  disease  entered 
the  kingdom — shall  be  considered  deserters,  tried  by  court-martials  and 
shot. — Not  less  than  1000  persons,  it  is  said,  were  carried  off  by  cholera, 
in  a  single  night,  at  Palermo,  when  the  scourge  raged  at  its  highest  point. 
— Dr.  Simard,  of  INlontreal,  has  been  thrown  into  prison  on  account  of 
meddling  with  government  afi'airs.  Dr.  O'Callaghan  was  compelled  to 
leave  the  Province. — Dr.  Sa|)pington,  of  Baltimore,  has  been  mulcted  in 
the  sum  of  S5000  for  breach  of  promise  of  marriage. — Dr.  Brevoort  is 
about  opening  a  course  of  phrenological  lectures  at  Bristol,  R.  I. — Wil- 
liam Walker,  of  Freeman,  Me.,  has  had  a  pin,  measuring  two  inches 
and  a  half  in  length,  extracted  from  the  calf  of  his  leg — the  pin  was  swal- 
lowed in  1830.  Before  it  finally  left  the  stomach,  and  indeed  in  its 
whole  secret  course  through  the  body,  the  patient  suffered  dreadfully. — 
Dr.  Lionais,  of  St.  Arhanase,  Upper  Canada,  has  been  imprisoned  for 
opposition  to  the  government. — Dr.  Carr  Lane  has  been  elected  mayor 
of  the  city  of  St.  Louis. — Smallpox  is  exciting  great  alarm  in  the  town 
of  INIonmouth,  Me.' — Mr.  Wheeler,  an  oculist,  of  New  York,  is  acquir- 
ing a  reputation,  but  whether  a  rising  or  falling  one,  has  not  yet  been  de- 
termined.— A  kw  cases  of  yellow  lever  were  developed  at  New  Orleans 
after  the  appearance  of  frost,  which  was  considered  a  phenomenon. — The 
School  of  JVIedicine  and  Surgery  at  Birmingham,  England,  has  received 
a  donation  of  1000/.,  the  interest  to  be  awarded  annually  to  an  essay,  by 
a  pupil  of  the  institution,  "  On  the  attributes  of  God,  as  revealed  in  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  and  manifested  in  the  structure  of  man  from  demonstra- 
tions of  surgical  and  medical  science,  and  on  religion  being  the  best 
foundation  of  medical  and  surgical  practice,  and  affording  the  best  pros- 
pects of  professional  success." — Dr.  Charles  Caldwell,  of  the  Louisville 
Medical  Institute,  has  been  elected  an  honorary  member  of  the  Phrcnoloori- 
cal  Society  of  Paris. — The  yellow  fever  is  raging  at  Bermuda. — In  the 
P^rank  section  of  Alexandria,  in  Egypt,  the  plague  has  made  terrific 
havoc. 


*  Before  the  constitution  was  disturbed. 
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To  CoRREspo.NDENTs. — A  paper  on  Hot  Bathing,  with  a  notice  of  the  report 
to  the  French  Academy  of  Medicine  on  Phthisis,  and  other  communications,  will 
have  place  soon. 

Died,— By  a  fall  from  his  horse,  Dr.  Joseph  Kent,  formerly  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Maryland,  and  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  a  member  of  the  U.  S.  Senate. 
— At  Newton,  Upper  Falls,  xMass-,  Dr.  Alfred  Hosmer,  aged  35. 

Whole  nii-nber  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  eiidinq  Dec.  2,  44.     Males,  17— Females,  27. 

Consumption,  7— gangrene  of  tlie  face,  1— intemperance,  2— scarlatina,  4— throat  distemper,  1 — 
iriflaminatu)n  of  tlie  liver,  1— liy  a  fall,  1— disease  of  the  brain,  1  — intlaniniation  of  the  brain,  1 — in- 
flammation ol  the  lungs,  3— tvplms  fever,  2— croup,  4— bilious  fever,  1— cancer  of  the  stomach, 
1 — measles, -2— old  agd,  1— dysentery,  2— spasms,  I— erysipelas,  1— fits,  I— bowel  complaint,  1— para- 
lysis, 1— child-bed,  1 — palsy,  1— delirium  tremens,  1— stillborn,  3. 


MEDICAL    LNSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  |)arpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  tollowing  terms  : 

I'he  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.  Iiis:ruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  -Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry,  by  Dk.  Channino. 
On  Physiology,  Pa:hology,  'I'herapeulics,  and  Materia  Medica,  -  -     "      Db.  Ware. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,         - "       Dr.  Oris. 

On  Anatomy,         .--- -  "       Dr.  Lewis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  rooni  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  with  )ut  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fees  are  $IOJ — to  be  paid  in  advance.  Nocredit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  the  Tremont  House, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHANiMNG, 

JOHN   WARE, 
Oct.  18— tf  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

WLNSLOW  LEWIS,  JR. 

TO   MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

The  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  in  all  the  branches  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery.  A  suitable  room  will  be  provided,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  medical 
library,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  districts  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  Eye 
and  iiar  intirmary,  and  of  attending  a  course  otlectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye. 

A  regular  course  of  recitations  and  examinations  will  include  all  the  required  professional  works. 
Anato:nical  instruction  and  private  dissection  will  form  a  prominent  part  in  the  study  of  the  pupils. 
For  furtherinforination, apply  to  eitherof  the  subscribers.  JOHN  JEFFRIES,  M.D. 

R.  W.  HOOPER,  .M.D. 
Franklin.  Street,  JiTov.  9,  1836.  July  19— 6m  JOHN  H.  DIX,  M.D. 

VACCINE   VIRUS. 

Physicians  in  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  PrnE  Vaccine 
Virus  by  return  mail,  on  addiessing  the  editor  of  the  Boston  .Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  enclos- 
iw  one  dc,\\a.r,  post  paid,  without  wiiich,  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  office.         Oct.  25. 


MEDICAL    SCHOOL    OF   MAINE. 

The  Medical  Lectures  at  Bowdoin  College  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  J9th  of  February,  1838. 
Anatomy   and  Surgery,   by  Joseph  Robv,  M.D.,   late   Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  in   the   Medical 

School  of  Harvard  University. 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  Obstetrics  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  James  M'Keen,  M.D. 
Chemistry  and  .Materia  Medica,  by  Parker  Cleaveland,  M.D. 

The  Anatomical  Cabinet  and  the  Library  are  annually  increasing. 

Every  person,  becoming  a  member  of  this  institution,  is  required  previously  to  present   satisfactory 
evidence  of  possessing  a  good  moral  character. 

The  am  Hint  of  fees  for  the  lectures  is  $5').     The  lectures  continue  three  montlis. 

He 'rees  art- conferred  at  the  close  of  the  lecture  term    in   May,  and  at  the  following  Commence- 
ment of  the  College  in  September. 

Professor  .M'ICees,  who  has  been  absent  during  the  last  year,  visiting  the  hospitals  of  Great  Britain 
and  France,  will  return  to  this  country  before  the  conimencenient  of  the  lerliires. 

P.  CLEAVELAND,  Secretary. 
Bran^wick,Oet.  1837.  Nov.  8— enpGt 


l"'l::  '?)-!l')\'  Ml■:l>I(^\L  AN'D  surgical  journal  is  published  every  Wednesday, by 
l>  Clj  \PP,  111.  at  Irtl  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Fianklin  Street,  to  wIkuii  all  rMiiiinnnli  alituis 
nrKtiif!  1 1  ires>e:l,M<(-;)riif/.  Il  is  alsn  published  in  Monllily  Paris,  each  Part  conlainini;  Hie  weekly 
nunl'ters  of  the  precedins  month,  stitched  in  a  cover  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.I).  Eililor.- Price  S3,00  n 
veir  in  i  Iviiice.  .^3.')!)  ifleriliree  months,  and  S4,ii(i  if  not  paid  within  the  year.— Agents  allowed 
every  sev  ;utli  co.iv  .rrnHiv  — Or  If'rs  I'niiii  a  liisiance  Minsi  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
aaiisfaciory  reference.— Postage  the  same  as  for  a  Newspaper. 
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KO    IV. BY   JACOB    FULLER,    M.D.,    PROVIDENCE. 

(Concluded  from  page  284.) 

"  What  is  the  nature  and  best  mode  of  treatment  of  Delirium 

Tremens  ?" 

Treatment  of  the  second  species,  or  true  delirium  tremens. — At  the 
commencement,  our  principal  object  should  he  to  cure  the  disease  during 
its  first  or  forming  stage.  Hence  four  or  five  grains  of  calomel,  com- 
bined with  an  equal  quantity  of  Dover's  powders,  are  directed  to  be 
taken  every  two  hours,  until  the  calomel  acts  powerfully  upon  the  bow- 
els, which  it  will  usually  do  in  the  course  of  twelve  hours  ;  but  if 
the  bowels  are  unusually  costive,  and  the  calomel  has  no  effect  upon 
them,  after  the  lapse  of  twelve  or  fifteen  hours  one  drop  of  croton  oil 
should  be  given  between  each  dose  of  calomel,  until  the  bowels  are 
thoroughly  wrought  upon.  The  compound  powder  of  ipecac,  and 
opium  in  the  above  prescription  is  combined  with  the  calomel  on  pur- 
pose to  retard  its  cathartic  action,  and  to  direct  it  to  the  secerning  sys- 
tem, for  the  secretions,  especially  that  of  the  liver,  must  be  corrected 
before  the  disease  can  be  cured.  But  when  the  calomel  has  acted  free- 
ly as  a  cathartic,  and  the  dejections  contain  healthy  bile,  its  further  use 
may  generally  be  suspended.  During  the  exhibition  of  the  calomel, 
the  patient  may  drink  a  strong  decoction  of  valerian  root,  conibined 
with  the  tincture  of  camphor,  from  five  to  fifty  drops,  between  the 
doses  of  the  powders,  more  or  less,  according  to  the  urgency  of  the 
symptoms. 

Sometimes,  instead  of  the  camphor,  we  have  employed  the  following 
compound  drops,  viz.,  sp.  lavender,  i.  3  ;  sp.  c.c.  i.  3  ;  sp.  camphor 
i.oz.  ;  II.  i.  3  ;  chloric  ether  i.  3  ;  combine  and  give  a  small  teaspoonful 
in  the  valerian  tea  between  the  powders.  In  cases  of  great  depression 
of  the  vis  vitae  the  com  p.  drops  are  preferable  to  the  camphor.  With 
this  simple  practice  in  the  first  stage,  we  have  often  removed  the  disease 
in  the  course  of  three  days  ;  but  the  same  course  of  practice  will  not 
always  prove  equally  effectual,  though  followed  from  the  very  com- 
mencement of  the  complaint.  Therefore  in  such  cases,  the  calomel, 
combined  as  above  directed,  or  with  opium,  must  still  be  continued  until 
19 
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a  slight  ptyallsm  is  inchiced,  or  until  the  morbid  secretions  are  changed 
for  healthy  ones,  and  the  watchfulness  gives  place  to  |)ro("ound  sleep. 

We  have  prescribed  for  a  person  who  for  the  last  fifteen  years  has 
annually  been  atiacked  with  the  delirium  tremens  four  or  five  times,  and 
who  has  been  effectually  cured  in  the  course  of  three  or  four  days  by 
the  above  treatment.  After  the  bowels  were  moved  by  the  calomel,  he 
has  sometimes  taken  pills  composed  of  opium,  soap  and  camphor,  in 
equal  parts  (instead  of  the  camphor  or  compound  drops),  which  has 
never  failed  to  induce  sleep. 

In  the  first  stage  we  have  sometimes  exhibited  laudanum  in  the  dose 
of  25  drops  every  two  hours,  combined  with  effervescing  draughts,  and 
either  camphor,  ammonia,  or  assafoetida,  interposed  between  the  drops, 
without  employing  calomel  at  the  same  time  ;  but  have  never  found  this 
practice  so  effectual  as  that  with  the  calomel  ;  and  here  we  may  observe 
that  whatever  cathartic  is  given  in  this  disease,  it  will  prove  much  more 
effectual  in  combination  with  stimulant  aromatics,  or  with  hyoscyamus, 
datura  stramonium,  &,c. ;  and,  next  to  calomel,  the  warnung  stomachic 
cathartics  are  the  most  effectual. 

In  some  cases  of  old  inebriates,  with  broken-down  constitutions,  we 
have  occasionally  employed,  with  the  best  effect,  their  accustomed 
stimulants,  disguised,  however,  in  order  to  prevent  an  excessive  use  after 
health  shall  have  been  restored.  Say  brandy  or  rum  one  j)int,  gum 
camphor  from  two  to  four  dr.  ;  combine  and  give  one  table-spoonful 
every  two  hours  in  valerian,  ginger  or  pepper  tea.  In  some  particular 
patients,  this  practice  will  prove  more  effectual  than  the  more  diffusible 
stimuli.  PSor  should  cathartics  be  omitted  when  this  remedy  is  em- 
ployed, for  in  all  the  cases  which  we  have  seen,  purgatives  were  indi- 
cated, in  order  to  remove  the  vitiated  secretions  from  the  primae  vije, 
whether  the  bowels  were  constipated  or  relaxed  ;  and,  we  repeat,  that 
from  accurate  observation  and  long  experience,  calomel,  given  in  com- 
bination with  the  pulv.  Doveri,  or  some  other  anodyne  or  antispasmodic, 
is  of  all  other  cathartics  the  most  effectual  in  removing  the  morbid  accu- 
mulations, and  in  restoring  the  healthy  secretions.  Furthermore,  we 
have  observed  the  mental  hallucinations  and  illusions  to  abate  in  pro- 
portion to  the  removal  of  the  vitiated  substances  from  the  bowels,  and 
the  pitch-like  bile  from  the  gall  bladder  and  hepatic  ducts,  and  that 
sleep  would  soon  follow  their  evacuation  without  the  employment  of  ex- 
cessive doses  of  opium.  And  we  further  add,  that  let  liie  subsequent 
treatment  be  what  it  may,  calomel,  in  our  opinion,  should  always  precede 
the  use  of  other  remedies,  and  then  it  will  seldom  or  never  be  neces- 
sary to  continue  its  use  until  it  produces  ptyalism. 

During  the  use  of  either  the  ojjiuin  or  the  cam|)horated  brandy,  the 
head  should  be  kept  constantly  wet  with  cold  vinegar  and  water,  and 
occasionally,  when  the  head  is  quite  hot,  cold  water  from  the  spout  of  a 
tea  kettle  elevated  to  a  considerable  height,  may  be  poured  upon  it ; 
and  when  the  skin  is  also  very  hot,  either  the  cold  shower  bath,  or  bath- 
ing in  the  river,  may  be  successfully  em[)loyed. 

We  once  attended  a  patient  who  had  not  slept  for  a  week  ;  the  pupils 
of  his  eyes  were   extremely  dilated,  and   he  fancied  he  saw  millions  of 
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lice  creeping  over  his  whole  body  and  through  his  hair;  consequently 
he  kept  continually  combing  his  head  and  brushing  his  clothes,  as  much 
as  his  trembling  hands  would  permit,  in  order  to  free  himself  from  the 
lice.  But  I  hey  re-appeared  faster  than  he  could  brush  then)  off,  and 
became  so  annoying  that  (though  in  the  month  of  March  and  the  weather 
cold)  we  persuaded  him  to  throw  off  his  dress  and  to  go  into  the  river 
and  wash  them  off.  Accordingly  he  went  into  the  river  at  a  proper 
depth,  and  plunL'ed  under  tlie  water.  When  he  came  up  to  the  sur- 
face, he  carefully  examined  himself,  and  observed  that  nearly  all  the 
lice  were  washed  off.  We  persuaded  him  to  dive  again,  and  this  time 
he  said  every  louse  had  disappeared  ;  therefore  he  was  wiped  dry  and 
clothed,  when  he  walked  about  a  mile  before  he  reached  hoiue,  and  in 
the  mean  time  he  became  covered  with  a  warm  perspiration,  and  soon 
after  reaching  his  house  he  became  drowsy  and  went  to  bed,  and  slept 
most  profoundly  for  nearly  twenty-four  liours.  When  he  awoke  he  was 
rational  and  perfectly  (ice  from  disease.  This  man's  propensity  for  the 
intemperate  use  of  spirituous  liquors  was  afterwards  perfectly  reiTioved 
by  combining  one  drachm  of  tartarized  antimony  in  solution  with  every 
quart  of  spirits  with  which  he  furnished  himself,  first  observing  to  him, 
that  a  continued  free  use  of  stimulants  would  eventually  cause  a  vomit- 
ing, which  would  soon  destroy  his  life,  unless  he  refrained  from  further 
use.  His  wife  kept  the  secret,  and  combined  the  remedy  with  his  fa- 
vorite drink,  until  all  kinds  of  spirits,  and  even  wine  (for  he  tried  them 
all),  created  such  a  disgust  that  the  very  naming  of  spirits  would  nau- 
seate his  stomach.  He  then  informed  us  that  he  was  satisfied  he  was 
near  death,  for  the  very  drink  which  formerly  made  him  feel  well  and 
curedall  indisposition,  now  made  him  sick.  We  prescribed  Huxham's 
compound  tincture  of  bark,  and  pills  of  soap,  cam|)hor  and  opium, 
which  were  continued  two  or  three  weeks,  and  his  health  was  at  last 
perfectly  restored.  For  many  years  he  has  remained  a  temperate  man, 
and  h;is  enjoyed  the  "  mciis  sane  in  corpora  sano."  This  application 
of  the  tartarized  antimony,  if  judiciously  employed,  would,  we  think, 
cure  the  vitiated  taste,  and  create  such  a  disgust,  that  very  unifortnly 
the  pernicious  habit  would  be  relinquished  and  temperance  be  the  result. 
A  dislike  to  s[)irituou5  liquors  may  also  be  created  by  giving  bitter  tinc- 
tures, combined  with  the  sul[)huric  acid. 

But  to  return  from  this  digression.  Another  patient,  laboring  under 
delirium  tremens,  thought  that  he  had  swallowed  a  horse  hair,  which, 
in  his  opinion,  had  become  alive  and  grew  to  such  enormous  length  that 
he  could  not  entirely  remove  it  by  pulling,  hand  over  hand,  for  hours 
and  days  ;  but  a  barrel  of  water  thrown,  from  some  considerable  height, 
on  his  head  and  body,  soon  dissipated  the  illusion.  Previously  to  the 
use  of  the  cold  bath,  calomel  had  been  prescribed  in  both  of  the  above 
cases  ;  but  where  the  liver  is  not  much  disordered,  the  cold  bath, 
alone,  without  a  particle  of  calomel,  opiun),  or  other  medicines,  will 
soon  induce  sleep  and  cure  the  disease. 

The  general  remedial  measures  are  very  much  assisted  by  the  em- 
ployment of  blisters.  They  may  be  applied  either  to  the  nape  of  the 
neck  and  occiput,  or  to  the  region  of  the  liver  or  stomach  ;  they   in  either 
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ease   act  as  counter  irritants,  and,  when  employed  over  the  liver,  excite 
that  organ  to  a  healthy  action. 

In  the  second  stage,  if  the  patient  has  not  been  previously  seen,  or  if 
this  stage  supervene,  notwithstanding  the  remedial  measures  already  em- 
ployed, the  treatment  should  be  comn)enced  vvitii  calomel,  combined 
with  narcotics  and  cordials,  or  with  powdered  capsicum,  camphor, 
ammonia,  or  laudanum,  and  continued  until  it  procure  copious  dark- 
green,  and  offensive  stools  ;  and  if  the  bowels  are  unusually  torpid,  and 
are  not  wrought  upon  by  the  calomel  in  the  course  of  twenty-four  hours, 
its  action  should  be  promoted  by  warm  stimulant,  aperient  diaughls  and 
carminative  injections,  combined  with  assafoetida  and  spirits  ot  turpen- 
tine, or  one  drop  of  the  croton  oil  between  each  dose  of  the  calomel. 
These  remedies  should  be  continued  until  the  bowels  are  thoroughly 
emptied,  when  the  calomel  and  other  laxatives  may  be  omitted,  and  the 
opium,  either  alone  or  in  combination  with  some  one  of  the  diffusible 
stimulants,  such  as  ether,  camphor,  ammonia,  assafoetida,  camphorated 
brandy,  given  at  short  intervals,  to  support  the  vis  vitae.  But  in  this 
stage  of  the  disease,  opium  is  our  sheet  anchor,  and  must  be  given  in 
doses  sufficient  to  procure  sleep  ;  for,  as  Dr.  Coates  observes,  "  the 
patient  must  sleep  or  die.  There  is  no  alternative.  Yet  the  physician 
should  personally  watch  the  effect  of  very  large  doses  of  opium."  In 
the  case  of  a  stage  actor,  he  gave  powdered  opium  in  doses  of  six 
grains  every  hour,  until  45  grains  were  exhibited  before  it  procured  full 
sleep.  Next  morning  the  patient  awoke  perfectly  rational.  Afterwards 
smaller  doses  were  given,  and  the  patient  completely  recovered.  An- 
other patient  recovered  by  the  administration  of  four  hundred  drops  of 
laudanum  in  five  hours.  Hence,  the  doctor  concludes,  that,  "  to  produce 
any  impression,  of  whatever  kind,  during  the  disease,  opium  must  be 
given  in  doses  enormously  increased  beyond  those  which  are  requisite 
for  ordinary  purposes.  Five  or  six  grains  alone,  are,  in  a  case  of  any 
severity,  absolutely  a  nullity — they  will  not  drive  away  a  single  spectre. 
The  successful  amount,  with  me,  has  generally  been  from  twelve  to 
twenty-eight  or  thirty  grains;  but,  in  an  honest  judgment,  I  can  assign 
to  it  no  limit."  "  1  have  never  seen,  read  of,  or  heard  of,  an  instance 
in  which  it  was  productive  of  any  harm.^^  "  The  only  rule  by  which 
I  would  be,  and  have  always  been,  guided,  is  the  following.  A  certain 
effect  is  to  be  produced,  and  we  nmst  go  on  exhibiting  opium  in  moder- 
ate doses,  at  such  short  intervals  as  are  sufficient  to  permit  its  accumula- 
tion in  the  primas  viae,  until  enough  has  been  taken  to  produce  sleep.  I 
have  generally  given  it  every  hour;  but  when  sleep  appears  actually 
approaching,  a  somewhat  longer  interval  may  be  allowed  to  ascertain  the 
fact,  without  much  hazard  of  defeating  the  plan  of  cure.  If  the  case 
be  a  slight  one,  1  leave  doses  amounting  to  five  or  six  grains  with  the 
attendants,  directing  them  to  proceed  with  it,  either  until  sleep  is  pro- 
duced, or  the  medicine  has  all  been  taken.  Upon  the  failure  of  one 
trial  like  this,  a  much  larger  amount  must  be  employed;  and  where 
considerable  doses  are  given  at  every  time,  it  is  indispensably  necessary 
that  the  physician  should  superintend  their  effects  himself,  visiting  the 
patient  after  every  fresh  administration,  and  watching  for  any  disposition 
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to  drowsiness.  When  tins  lias  not  yet  appeared,  there  is  not  the  least 
danger  lo  be  apprehended  ;  as  we  believe  it  may  be  safely  denied  that 
there  is  a  case  on  record  in  which  any  injury  was  sustained." 

Now  this  is  the  practice  of  Dr.  Coates  ;  but  we  confess  that  we 
have  never  employed  opium  in  such  quantities  as  he  recommends,  nor 
have  we  ever  found  it  necessary,  for  if  the  cold  effusions  or  cold  bath 
be  applied  to  the  head,  and  occasionally  to  the  whole  body,  during  the 
employment  of  the  opium,  a  much  less  quantity  of  the  drug  will  be 
required  to  produce  sleep  ;  and,  therefore,  from  one  to  two  or  three 
jirains  every  one,  two,  three,  or  four  hours,  according  to  circumstances, 
combined  with  the  stimulants  above  mentioned,  will  generally  be  suffi- 
cient to  procure  sleep  in  the  course  of  twenty-four  hours,  especially  if 
the  calomel  cathartic  has  preceded  its  employment.  We  cannot  divest 
ourselves  of  the  fear  that  tliirty  grains  of  opium,  given  in  the  course  of  a 
few  hours,  would,  in  many  cases,  prove  more  certainly  destructive  to  life 
than  the  disease  itself;  therefore  we  should  advise,  at  first,  its  employ- 
ment in  combination  with  calomel,  and,  after  the  bowels  are  emptied,  to 
combine  its  use  with  other  stimulants  and  the  cold  water,  in  one  of  the 
varied  forms  of  application  already  mentioned,  and  then  moderate,  in- 
stead of  excessive  doses  of  opium  will  be  sufficient  to  the  cure.  But 
still  opium  must  be  considered  as  necessary  for  the  cure  of  delirium  tre- 
mens, as  bark  is  for  intermittents,  though  we  maintain  that  a  much  less 
quantity  than  usually  recommended  will  be  sufficient  for  the  cure,  after 
the  morbid  colluvies  collected  in  the  bowels  shall  have  been  removed 
by  the  use  of  calomel,  and,  we  repeat,  that  the  cerebrum  is  often  sym- 
pathetically affected  in  consequence  of  inflammation  and  morbid  impres- 
sions made  upon  the  membranes  of  the  primae  viae,  by  their  vitiated 
contents,  and  hence  their  removal  breaks  the  first  link  in  the  chain  of 
morbid  actions. 

When,  from  some  particular  idiosyncrasy,  opium  cannot  be  taken,  ex- 
tract of  datura  stramonium,  extract  of  cicuta,  henbane,  or  some  other 
narcotic,  may  be  substituteiJ  for  it.  And  here  we  may  add,  that  in  some 
cases  of  delirium  tremens,  where  there  is  a  strong  determination  ol  blood 
to  the  head,  and  a  frequent  occurrence  of  epileptic  fits,  if  the  use  of 
opium  and  other  narcotics  is  persisted  in,  a  fatal  termination  of  the 
disease  is  almost  sure  to  follow.  In  such  cases,  these  remedies  must  be 
laid  aside,  and  camphor  .substituted  for  them,  which  may  be  given  in 
powder,  in  the  dose  of  from  five  to  twenty  grains,  every  two,  three  or 
four  hours,  according  to  the  strength  of  the  patient  and  the  urgency  of 
the  symptoms  ;  but  generally  five  or  six  grains  every  two  hours  is  a 
sufficient  dose  to  control  the  nervous  symptoms  and  induce  sleep.  It 
may  be  civen  in  a  mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  or  in  a  syrup  or  jelly.  In 
these  cases  it  often  acts  like  a  charm,  by  removing  the  subsultus  tendi- 
num,  and  by  quieting  the  nervous  system  ;  by  lowering  the  pulse,  and 
by  changing  the  cold  sweat  to  a  warm  perspiration  ;  by  lessening  irrita- 
bility and  by  inducing  drowsiness,  which  is  eventually  followed  by  a 
profound  and  protracted  sleep,  from  which  the  patient  awakes  convales- 
cent and  rational. 

Next  to  opium,  camphor  is  the  best  remedy  which  can  be  employed 
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in  the  cure  of  delirium  tremens,  and  it  will  often  prove  effectual  when 
opium  fails  to  cure,  or  ag,gravates  the  complaint.  Therefore,  in  all 
cases  like  those  just  mentioned,  the  physician  should  commence  the 
treatment  with  the  camphor  ;  and  also  in  all  those  cases  in  which  opium 
disagrees  with  the  patient,  camphor  should  be  immediately  substituted 
for  it  ;  even  the  treatment  with  opium  will  be  much  n)ore  effectual  in 
combination  with  camphor,  as  already  recommended.  In  the  first  spe- 
cies of  this  affection,  where  there  is  much  increased  action,  caniphor 
may  be  employed  when  opium  is  inadmissible  ;  and  in  all  those  mixed 
cases  which  are  combined  with  fever  and  nervous  irritability,  camphor  is 
a  most  sovereign  remedy. 

It  should  be  constantly  kept  in  mind  that  the  attending  fever  in  this 
disease  originates  from  irritation,  and  therefore  whatever  remedy  most 
allays  the  irritability  of  the  system,  is  found  the  most  effectual  in  re- 
moving this  fever.  Camphor  possesses  this  property  in  an  eminent  de- 
gree, and,  according  to  our  experience,  it  is  a  much  safer  remedy  than 
opium  in  the  hands  of  those  physicians  who  are  not  much  conversant 
with  the  disease,  anrl  consequently  unable  to  make  those  nice  distinc- 
tions which  the  opium  treatment  requires  in  order  to  be  rendered 
effectual. 

The  physician  and  attendants  should  conirol  the  patient  by  moral 
means,  without  the  emplovnient  of  force  or  coercive  measures,  and  he 
should  be  indulged  in  all  his  innocent  whims  and  caprices,  especially 
when  they  do  not  lead  him  to  injure  either  himself  or  others.  In  fact, 
the  physician  must  conduct  with  much  suavitcr  inmodo,  which  will  often 
gain  the  good  will  of  the  patient  and  render  restraint  unnecessary. 

By  the  treatment  just  recommended,  some  remissions  of  the  disease 
will  usually  take  place,  and  a  disposition  to  sleep  manifest  itself,  when 
the  quantity  of  o|jium  or  camphor,  whichever  is  employed,  should  be 
decreased,  and  finally  left  off  when  sleep  takes  place.  The  sleep  is 
often  at  first  interrupted,  and  the  patient  disturbed  with  frightful  dreams; 
if  he  awakes,  comp.  sp.  of  lavender  and  sp.  of  cam.  or  warm  wine,  or 
his  accustomed  stimulus,  should  be  given,  and  his  mind  soothed,  when 
he  will  often  fall  into  a  sound  sleep,  from  which  he  ought  not  to  be 
awakened  until  he  arouses  of  his  own  accord,  which  will  sometimes  be 
at  the  end  of  twelve  or  twenty-four  hours,  and  then  he  will  be  com- 
posed and  rational,  when  the  stimulants  should  be  gradually  withdrawn, 
and  his  strength  be  supported  by  light  and  nutritious  food.  But  when 
the  vis  vitaj  is  low,  the  pulse  quick  and  frequent,  and  a  cold,  clammy 
sweat  pervades  the  whole  body,  a  liberal  use  of  cordial  stimulants,  with 
the  opium  and  camphor,  or  the  accustomed  stimulus  disguised  with  cam- 
phor so  as  not  to  be  recognized  by  the  patient,  must  be  cominued  until 
the  system  rallies  anfl  the  usual  health  is  restored,  when  the  stimulants 
must  be  gradually  withdrawn.  In  broken-down  constitutions,  the  opium 
and  other  restoratives  must  be  much  longer  continued  than  is  necessary  in 
the  young  and  recent  devotees  of  Bacchus. 

Third  sifiiTC. — If,  notwithstanding  the  remedial  measures  employed  in 
the  second,  the  third  stage  shall  appear,  very  little  hope  may  be  enter- 
tained of  recovery,  as  the  nervous  inlluence  has  become  exhausted,  and 
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serous  effusions  are  about  to  take  place.  But  yet  the  medicines  must 
be  contiiiueil,  more  especially  il  llie  patient  did  not  liave  the  benefit  of 
early  medication  ;  and,  if  not  previously  done,  the  hair  should  be  shaved 
front  the  occiput,  and  a  blister  applied  over  that  part  of  the  nucha. 
Sina()isuis  should  also  be  applied  to  the  feet  and  legs  and  over  the 
epigastrium,  and  opium  and  the  other  cordials  above  mentioned,  con- 
tinued, until  the  patient  recovers  or  gets  beyond  the  power  of  medicine. 

Here  we  (nay  mention,  that  in  the  low  state  of  delirium  tremens,  the 
tincture  of  canlharides  has  done  wonders  ;  it  is  one  of  the  best  and  most 
powerful  siinuilants  of  the  n.ateria  medica,  and  may  be  given  in  the 
dose  of  forty  or  fifty  drops  every  two  or  three  hours,  until  it  produces 
its  specific  action  on  the  kidneys,  when  its  use  may  be  suspended  until 
the  strangiu'y  abates,  and  then  it  may  be  again  prescribed,  if  the  patient 
requires  a  further  use  of  it.  In  every  case  where  we  have  em[)loyed 
the  tincture,  whenever  a  strangury  w'as  produced,  the  delirium  has 
ceased  and  reason  returned  ;  and  in  the  two  last  stages  of  this  species 
of  the  disease,  we  believe  it  to  be  one  of  the  most  effectual  remedies. 
Furthermore,  we  have  often  employed  the  tincture  in  the  low  stage  of 
typhus  fever  attended  with  delirium,  and  have  never  found  it  fail  to 
arouse  the  dormant  powers  of  the  system  ;  and  whenever  strangury  was 
produced  by  its  employment,  the  delirium  has  uniformly  ceased  during 
its  continuance,  together  with  the  subsultus  tendinutn.  If  persisted  in 
so  as  to  keep  up  a  moderate  strangury,  it  has  uniformly  cured  the  deli- 
rium. It  niay  also  be  regarded  as  a  most  valuable  remedy  in  the  treat- 
ment of  the  asthenic  delirium  tremens. 

During  the  course  of  treatment  of  this  disease,  little  or  no  nourish- 
ment is  required,  except  that  of  a  liquid  kind — such  as  bread  water, 
sago,  ^rrow  root,  rice  water,  or  thin  gruel,  either  of  which  may  be  com- 
bined with  the  brandy  or  wine  which  are  prescribed,  or  with  the  other 
stimulants;  and  when  the  patient  becomes  convalescent,  a  light  and 
nourishing  diet  should  be  given  ;  also  the  digestive  organs  should  be  re- 
stored to  their  accustomed  viiior  by  the  use  of  tonics,  such  as  bitter, 
bark,   and  some  one  of  the  preparations  of  iron,  and  quinine. 

The  delirium  traumaticum  of  Dupnytren  is  that  state  of  the  disease 
which  comes  on  after  external  injuries,  breaking  the  linibs,  amputations, 
&c.,  which  may  be  imputed  to  the  former  intemperate  habits  of  the 
patient,  and  sudden  withdrawing  of  the  accustomed  stimulants  during 
the  cure  of  the  injury.  Now  this  disease  may  be  prevented  by  allow- 
ing the  patient  a  moderate  quantity  of  stimulants  during  his  confinement, 
and  taking  care  not  to  reduce  him  too  much  by  bleeding  and  other  de- 
pleting remedies.  But  when  the  disease  has  already  come  on,  it  will 
require  the  same  method  of  treatment  which  has  been  recommended  for 
the  second  species. 

We  cannot  dismiss  this  subject  without  again  urging  our  brethren  of 
the  faculty  to  try  the  effect  of  cold  water,  either  by  the  bath  or  effusion, 
in  combination  with  other  remedial  measures,  instead  of  excessive  quan- 
tities of  opium — especially  in  the  first  species,  and  in  the  two  first  staaes 
of  the  second.     And  even  in  the  third  stage,  and  in  the  most  asthenic 
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cases,  water,  in  the  form  of  the  warm  bath,  or  the  warm  effusion,  will 
often  induce  sleep  and  be  productive  of  much  benefit  to  the  patient. 


HOT  BATHING,   &c. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medic.il   and    Surgiciil  Journal.] 

In  consequence  of  having  seen  related,  in  the  New  York  Express  of 
Nov.  4th,  a  case  of  insanity  produced  by  Thomsonian  medication,  1  am 
induced  to  send  you  the  following  remarks  on  the  effects  of  heat  and 
hot  water  bathing  on  the  human  system.  I  do  not  propose  to  give  an 
elaborate  treatise,  or  treat  of  baths  in  general,  but  to  confine  my  remarks 
to  the  effects  of  those  of  a  temperature  greater  than  that  of  the  human 
body,  or  over  98  degrees  of  Fahrenheit's  thermometer.  These  remarks 
are  not  offered  because  I  suppose  the  profession  at  all  ignorant  of  such 
matters,  but  just  to  remind  the  junior  members  of  it  in  what  way  some 
of  the  mischiefs  of  Thomsonianism  are  committed  ;  and  should  this  be 
well  received,  1  will,  as  soon  as  possible,  give  you  my  views  on  lobelia. 

The  effects  of  a  very  hot  day  on  the  human  system  need  not  be  illus- 
trated. A  very  high  temperature,  however,  in  a  dry  atmosphere,  owina; 
to  the  abstraction  of  caloric  by  perspiration,  may  be  endured  for  a  short 
time.  The  experiments  of  Dr.  Fordyce,  Sir  J.  Banks,  Sir.  Ch.  Blag- 
den  and  otheis,  are  famiiiar  to  all.  Tlie  japanners  of  tin,  in  this  place, 
are  in  the  constant  habit  of  entering  their  ovens  for  drying  their  varnish, 
when  at  a  very  high  tempeiature — frequently  so  high  as  to  melt  the 
solder  with  which  their  manufactures  are  united.  Sir  Charles  was  able 
to  sustain  a  temperature  of  250  degrees  Fahrenheit,  for  eight  minutes  ; 
at  the  end  of  this  time  his  pulse  was  144,  or  double  its  oidinary  fre- 
quency, and  he  felt  such  an  oppression  (congestion)  in  his  lungs,  with  a 
sense  of  anxiety,  as  to  induce  him  to  leave  the  room.  The  japanners 
assure  me  that  a  few  minutes  detention  in  their  hot  ovens  produces  op- 
pression in  the  lungs,  difficult  breathing  and  faintness. 

But  in  hot  water,  either  in  a  liquid  or  aeriform  state,  the  effect  is 
very  different.  Here  there  is  no  escape  of  caloric  by  perspiration,  and  a 
temperature  only  a  little  above  that  of  the  human  body  can  be  borne  at 
all  without  injury,  and  even  this  speedily  becomes  insupportable.  Bour- 
gery,  in  his  treatise  on  lesser  surgery,  says,  "  some  few  experiirienters 
have  tried  the  effects  of  verij  hot  baths  of  45  degrees  centigrade  ther- 
mometer ;  but  besides  that  the  employment  of  this  measure  is  attended 
with  no  beneficial  results,  experience  has  demonstrated  it  to  be  produc- 
tive of  alarming  congestion,  particularly  of  the  head."  The  prejudice 
of  many  of  the  conimon  people  in  North  Haven,  where  I  have  recently 
practised,  against  hot  baths,  was  so  great  that  they  were  generally  objected 
to  whenever  I  proposed  their  use,  as,  they  said,  they  had  often  proved 
fatal  in  that  neighborhood.  The  vapor  bath,  in  the  hands  of  the  steam 
doctors,  has  not  met  with  the  same  oi)position,  although  not  less  fatal  in 
its  consequences. 

From  much  inquiry  and  research,  and  some  observation,  I  am  led  to 
think  that  the  following  are  the  ordinary  consequences  of  vapor  bathing 
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at  a  temperature  from  98  to  115  degrees  Fahrenlieit,  vvlien  continued 
even  for  a  short  time.  The  operative  efi'ects  be^in  wiih  rapid  pulse, 
great  rehixaiion  and  exhaustion  o(  vital  and  muscular  eners^y,  and  con- 
sequent congestion  in  the  large  cavities  of  the  body,  as  the  chest  and 
head,  with  difficult  and  laborious  respiration  and  pain  in  the  head.  If 
it  be  persevered  in,  epistaxis,  hemoptysis,  and  menorrhagia,  and,  if 
pushed,  delirium  or  insanity,  coma,  and  occasionally  death,  are  the  con- 
sequences. That  there  is  no  exaggeration  in  this,  a  little  inquiry  will 
satisfy  even  the  most  sceptical.  But  notwithstanding  all  this,  any  one, 
the  more  ignorant  and  knavish  the  better,  for  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars, 
with  the  sanction  of  the  U.  S.  patent  law,  can  dose,  steam,  parboil, 
produce  heuiorrhage,  insanity,  and  death,  as  he  pleases;  and  if  any  in- 
telligent and  benevolent  individual  dares  to  question  the  ])roprieiy  of 
such  conduct,  he  is  at  once  anathematized  and  branded  as  a  iiiend  to 
exclusive  privileges,  an  aristocract,  an  enemy  to  human  rights  and  a 
traitor  to  his  country  ;  and  should  he  be  a  physician,  and  so  unfortunate  as 
to  be  called  into  a  family  at  all  accessible  to  the  partisans  of  Thomson- 
ianism,  those  friends  of  good  order,  equal  rights  and  patent  privileges, 
his  character  and  practice  are  slandered  to  his  patient,  his  remedies  are 
denounced  as  poisons,  until  all  confidence  in  him  be  destroyed,  and  his 
patient  made  to  believe  that  all  his  sufferings  are  caused  by  his  physician. 
The  potency  of  steam,  lobelia  and  cayenne  are  portrayed  to  him  ;  his 
physician  is  dismissed  ;  a  steam  doctor  is  sent  for,  who  confirms  his  sus- 
picions. Such  things  are  truly  humiliating  to  a  high-minded  man  ;  but 
if  he  be  a   regularly  educated  and  practising  physician,  he  must  submit. 

One  word  more  on  the  operative  effects  of  hot-vapor  bathins;,  as 
performed  by  the  professed  steam  doctors.  I  wish  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  profession  particularly  to  this  subject,  for  1  apprehend  that  \e\\ 
are  aware  of  the  immense  mischief  that  is  constantly  achieved  by  this 
agent  alone.  Hemorrhage  is  a  common  consequence.  How  often  do 
we  hear  that  such  an  one  was   taken   with   bleeding  at  the  lungs,  soon 

after  being  "  steamed  ;"  that  Miss  was  taken  with   flowing  in   the 

steam  box,  &c.  Two  cases  of  insanity,  produced  by  "  steamint,',"  have 
come  within  my  knowledge.  The  first  was  Theo.  Eaton,  of  IN'orth 
Haven,  who  came  out  of  the  steam  box  insane,  and  continued  in  that 
state  for  twenty-four  hours.  The  other  case  I  do  not  give,  as  it  mi"ht 
wound  the  feelings  of  friends  if  it  came  to  their  knowledge.  A. 

Meriden,  Ct.,  Nov.,  1837. 


CASE   OF  TRIPLETS  AND   OF  LOCKED   HEADS. 

A  CASE  of  this  kind  occurred  in  the  practice  of  Dr.  Joseph  A.  Eve,  of 
Auojusta,  on  the  24th  of  September  last. 

The  woman  was  a  delicate  negress,  aged  about  35  or  40  years.  Her 
health  had  been  bad  during  the  whole  period  of  gestation,  and  particu- 
larly about  the  time  of  parturition. 

The  first  birth  was  very  easy  and  rapid,  the  child  having  passed  be- 
fore the  doctor's  arrival.     He  found  the  woman  on   her  knees  on  the 
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floor,  leanins;  upon  a  chair,  and  the  child  suspended  by  the  cord.  As 
soon  as  lie  liad  made  the  li;i,alure  on  and  cut  the  cord,  she  was  put  to 
bed,  and  he  ffiiind,  upon  examination,  the  feet  of  another  child  present- 
ing. Tlie  labor  prot^ressed  with  the  second  child  in  this  presentation 
until  the  body  had  passed  as  far  as  the  armpits,  when,  in  consequence 
of  the  pains  becoming  weak,  and  the  fear  of  strangulation  of  the  cord, 
the  ergot  was  administered,  with  the  effect  of  increasing  tlie  force  of  the 
pains.  The  next  phenomenon  worthy  of  remark  was  the  indication  of 
undue  pressure  on  the  brain  of  the  second  chdd,  by  convulsive  contrac- 
tions of  its  lef{S.  At  the  same  time  the  woman  complained  of  severe 
pain  and  numbness  in  her  right  leg — the  same  side  at  which  the  head 
of  the  upperchild  presented.  A  farther  examination  was  then  instituted 
to  discover  the  cause  of  compression,  and  of  the  arrest;  for  the  pelvis 
was  unusually  large,  and  the  child  rather  small,  though  not  much  be- 
low the  average  size.  On  this  examination  the  doctor  discovered  the  head 
of  a  third  child  below  the  superior  strait,  whilst  the  head  of  the  second, 
whose  body  was  delivered,  was  still  above  the  snyne  strait,  constituting  a. 
case  of  locked  heads.  His  first  attempt  was  to  dislodge  the  head  of 
the  third  child  ;  but  this  was  soon  found  impracticable,  for  it  was  ini- 
movably  fixed  below  the  superior  strait.  Not  approving  the  plan  adopt- 
ed by  some,  of  delivering  the  upper  child  by  the  forceps,  before  deliv- 
ering the  head  of  the  lower,  he  determined  to  await  the  delivery  of  both 
together,  as  long  as  he  might  think  it  safe  to  the  motlier,  and  if  neces- 
sary, ultiniately  to  decapitate  the  lower  child,  press  the  bead  up  from 
the  superior  strait,  and  thus  allow  the  upper  one  to  pass,  or  assist  it  with 
forceps,  as  circumstances  might  demand.  Whilst  awaiting  the  issue  of 
this  plan,  he  requested  a  consultation  ;  but  before  the  arrival  of  another 
physician,  and  within  little  more  than  an  hour  after  the  discovery  of  the 
true  nature  of  the  difficulty,  both  heads  passed.  The  superior  child 
made  some  spasmodic  movements  after  birth,  but  could  not  be  resusci- 
tated. Both  heads  were  very  much  indented  by  tlie  pressure  of  the 
other. 

Except  the  injury  inflicted  by  the  accident,  the  children  vrere  all  well 
formed,  and  very  little  below  ordinary  size.  Two  of  them  were  boys. 
The  mother  passed  her  accouchment  as  well  as  could  be  expected  un- 
der the  circumstance  of  her  previous  wretched  health. 

Many  cases  of  difficulty  and  perplexity  in  child-bearing  arise  from 
the  small  dimensions  of  the  pelvis  ;  but  this  w-as  one  which  may  be 
fairly  attributed  to  too  large  a  pelvis;  for  had  this  been  of  ordinary  ca- 
pacity, the  head  of  the  third  child  could  not,  with  the  good  develop- 
ments of  both,  have  engaged  the  superior  strait,  with  the  head  of  the 
previous  child  engaged  in  it,  and  the  head  at  or  near  the  superior  plane. 
— Southern  Med.  Jour. 


DIERVILLA    CANADENSIS. 

N.  B.   Pickett  writes  to  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal Journal  to  say  that  a  plant  in  the  vicinity  of  Great  Barrington,  Mass. 
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is  held  in  high  repute  ns  a  specific  for  the  erythematic  inflammation 
jiroduced  by  Rhus  toxicodenthori,  Rhus  ladicaiis,  &,c.  An  infusion 
of  the  bruised  leaves  and  twigs  is  applied.  The  writer  also  under- 
stands that  it  is  used  in  calculous  affections,  and  is  known  by  the  popular 
name  of  bush  honeysuckle,  and  is  the  DierviJIa  Canadensis  of  Eaton. 

We  should  be  pleased  to  learn  the  sentiments  of  Piofessor  Tully  and 
Dr.  Hooker,  to  whom  reference  is  made  for  inforniation.  At  the  same 
time  we  feel  it  a  duly  to  say,  not  only  from  our  own  observation,  but 
more  confidently  from  the  abundant  observation  and  experience  of  a  ju- 
dicious medical  friend,  that  there  is  perl)aps  no  disease,  the  smallpox  it- 
self, which  is  in  its  periods  one  of  the  most  uniform  of  all  diseases,  not 
excepted,  whose  course  is  more  certain  to  be  run,  despite  of  all  reme- 
dies, than  the  erythematic  or  eruptive  inflammation  which  arises  liom 
the  different  species  of  Rhus — that  it  is  unifoimly  staled  in  its  periods, 
exacerbating  for  the  three  first  days,  and  being  well  by  the  termination 
of  the  seventh.  The  fact  of  its  regular  teruiination,  as  well  as  its  regu- 
lar period  for  decline,  not  being  generally  observed,  renders  it  probable 
that  many  articles  have,  h'om  tinie  to  time,  been  named  as  remedies, 
only  from  the  fact  of  their  having  been  resorted  to  during  the  spontane- 
ous decline,  or  termination  of  the  disease. 

VVe  have  often  observed,  and  for  a  long  time  believed,  that  a  lotion  of 
strong  salt  and  water,  or  an  alkaline  lixive,  seemed  to  possess  the  power 
of  gradually  modifying  anti  promptly  dispelling  the  inflammation,  with 
its  attendant  distressing  itching,  burning  and  swelling.  But  the  charac- 
ter of  the  disease  being  considered,  we  are  left  in  doubt  whether  the  im- 
provement observed,  instead  of  being  in  the  relation  of  effect,  to  the 
application  as  cause,  is  not  a  mere  coincidence. 

In  order  then  to  deduce  the  truth  as  to  the  remedial  virtues  of  Dier- 
villa  Canadensis,  or  any  other  supposed  remedy  (or  this  disease,  the 
'period  and  peculiar  character  of  the  disease  should  be  carefully  t)iarked, 
in  connection  with  the  administration  of  the  remedy. 

As  to  "  specific  "  virtues,  as  understood  in  medicine — an  infallible 
curative  power — we  have  long  doubled  whether  the  term  had  properly 
a  place  in  regular  medicine. — Ibid. 
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PROGRESS   OF    ANIMAL   MAGNETISM.* 

That  indefatigable  man,  who  is  perseverance  personified,  INT.  Poyen, 
whom  we  most  heartily  wish  had  devoted  himself  with  equal  zeal  to  some 
other  course  of  study,  has  pounced  upon  the  community  with  an  unlooked- 

*  Prnsress  of  Animal  MiiL'tiPtisrn  iti  New  En!»land,  heiiiaa  collectinn  of  rxpeririippls.  reports  and 
certificates  from  the  most  respectable  sources,  preceded  by  a  dissertation  on  the  proofs  of  animal 
magiieiisin.    By  Charles  Poyen,  St.  Sauveur.    Boston  :  Weeks,  Jordan  &  Co.    12uio.  p.  1J2. 


I 

1 


304  Progress  of  Animal  Magnetism. 

for  book,  entitled  the  Progress  of  Animal  Magnetism  in  New  England, 
Now  tiie  true  state  of  things  in  relation  to  tliis  publication  is  this — viz. 
it  is  a  re-arrangement  of  old  matter  with  a  new  title,  plaited  and  folded 
in  the  nicest  typographical  order,  so  that  it  is  the  easiest  thing  imagin- 
able to  turn  to  '■'■proofs  of  animal  mas^nttisni  derived  from  human  tesli- 
HioMi/,"  or  to  "  animal  magnetism  in  Boston  and  its  vicinity,'^  of  which 
there  is,  to  our  a|)prehensii)n,  but  a  precious  little.  Then  follows  "  ani- 
mal magnetism  in  Providence  and  vicinity,"  where  there  has  been  very 
e.xtraordinary  e.xcitement,  and  an  exhibition  of  a  something  called  mag- 
netism, not  very  well  nnderstood.  Finally,  in  walks  the  actress  of  all 
work — a  young  woman  who  has  perambulated  the  coast,  not  precisely 
from  Dan  to  Beersheba,  but  from  the  borders  of  Rhode  Island  to  Boston, 
and  from  thence  to  Salem,  sleeping  scientifically  at  all  appointed  stop- 
ping places,  as  soundly  as  a  boor  in  church-time,  that  we,  doubtless,  might 
have  ocular  demonstration  of  her  facility  in  playing  the  fool.  Other  sec- 
tions, embracing  topics  intimately  connected  with  the  subject,  are  inter- 
woven in  a  manner  to  give  effect  and  finish  to  the  whole. 

AccompauN  ing  this  book  is  an  octavo  pamphlet  of  seventy-two  pages, 
entitled  "■  A  Letter  to  Col.  William  L.  Stone,  of  JVew  York,  on  the  fads 
related  in  his  letter  to  Dr.  Brigham,  and  a  plain  rifutation  of  Mr.  DaranCs 
exposition  of  animal  magnetism  f  by  the  same  author  ;  but  it  has  no  claim 
upon  us  for  further  notice.  The  first,  the  Progress,  because  it  purports 
to  be  a  history  of  facts,  and  probably  will  be  appealed  to  at  some  future 
period  as  a  veritable  history,  we  feel   bound  to  notice  particularly. 

Some  weeks  since,  we  made  a  special  jaunt  to  Providence  to  witness 
phenomena  with  which  the  welkin  was  then  ringing,  and  fully  intended  to 
repeat  the  visit,  with  a  view  of  giving  our  own  personal  views,  from  ac- 
tual observation,  upon  animal  magnetism  ;  but  it  has  not  yet  been  con- 
venient to  go,  and  consequently  we  are  not  prepared  to  speak  with  con- 
fidence at  |)resent.  In  the  mean  while,  pamphlets  have  been  issued  pro 
and  con,  till  their  sale,  in  the  hands  of  the  trade,  at  least,  has  yielded  a 
better  profit  to  them  than  to  their  sapient  authors — for  in  the  sequel  we 
opine  it  will  turn  out  like  the  fabled  law  suit  of  two  cats,  which  appealed 
to  a  monkey  to  decide  which  of  them  had  a  legal  right  to  a  certain 
oyster.  The  judije  declared  that,  in  the  first  place,  he  should  take  the 
meat  himself,  and  ai'terwards  divide  the  shell  between  the  parties. 

That  this  duodecimo  of  Monsieur  Poyen  is  just  what  it  purports  to 
be,  a  repu!)lication  of  all  the  articles  which  have  appeared  in  journals, 
the  public  papers,  Stc,  is  true  ;  but  whether  these  are  not  occasionally 
overcharged,  and  the  writers,  under  the  workings  of  an  e.xcited  imagina- 
tion, have  not  deceived  themselves,  remains  to  be  proved.  No  one 
point,  so  far  as  this  work  is  concerned,  is  any  better  established  than 
when  the  furor  first  commenced. 

Let  it  be  distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  discover  for  ourselves, 
nor  do  we  intimate,  that  this  champion — possessing  more  moral  honesty, 
more  general  erudition,  more  science,  and  more  of  that  indomitable 
spirit  which  scorns  the  shafts  of  ridicule,  than  almost  any  other  man — is 
to  be  branded  with  the  name  of  hypocrite,  knave  or  impostor.  He  must 
have  honest  intentions,  who  ran  openly  face  an  army  of  opponents,  as 
frequently  characterized  by  vindictiveness  as  any  other  quality,  and  yet 
oppose  no  other  weapons  than  those  which  he  denominates  facts,  and  the 
principles  of  a  sound  philosopliy.  After  all,  it  is  possible  that  he  is  more 
grossly  deceived,  than  deceiving. 

Those  particularly  desirous  of  having  all  the  American  animal  mag- 
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netism  which  has  been  elaborated  up  to  this  date,  in  a  compact  form,  will 
find  it  here.  Of  the  value  of  the  testimony — who  can  decide  when  doc- 
tors disasree? 


CoUe«;e  of  Pharmacy. — An  institution  bearing  this  name  appears  to  be 
in  successful  operation  in  the  city  of  JNew  York.  A  course  of  lectures, 
to  continue  three  months,  was  commenced  on  Monday  of  last  week,  De- 
cember 4th.  Dr.  Jno.  H.  Griscom  fills  the  rhair  of  Chemistry,  and  Dr, 
J.  S.  Rodgers  that  of  Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy.  Besides  the  im- 
mediate application  of  these  sciences  to  the  daily  business  of  the  apothe- 
cary, much  useful  and  interesting  instruction  is  imparted.  Members  of 
the  association,  by  which  is  probably  to  be  understood  regular  druggists 
and  apothecaries,  have  their-apprentices  admitted  lor  seven  dollars  ;  all 
other.s  are  to  pay  ten  for  their  tickets. 

The  skeleton  of  a  similar  school  is  in  being  somewhere  in  Boston  ;  but 
in  whose  particular  keeping,  we  know  not.  If  an  atmual  course  of  lec- 
tures could  be  delivered  for  the  exclusive  use  and  behoof  of  the  appren- 
tices of  apothecaries  in  this  city,  we  are  sure  that  great  good  would  re- 
sult from  them.  If,  however,  the  times  are  unfavorable  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  a  regular  system  of  pharmaceutical  instruction,  what  harm  would 
accrue  were  that  particular  class  of  young  men  furnished  by  their  mas- 
ters with  tickets  of  admission  to  the  lectures  on  chemistry  and  materia 
medica  at  the  Mason  Street  College  ? 


A  nexo  Medical  Journal. — It  is  said  that  a  new  Medical  Journal  has  re- 
cently been  projected  at  New  York  by  an  association  of  young  physi- 
cians, who  feel  that  it  is  a  reproach  to  the  profession  of  that  great  city  to 
be  without  one  in  the  whole  State.  Why  those  which  sailed  off  so  gal- 
lantly before  the  breeze  of  popular  opinion,  within  the  last  dozen  years, 
were  stranded  in  the  early  part  of  their  voyage,  we  know  not.'  Mr. 
Webster's,  which  expired  about  a  year  since,  could  not  have  died  of  in- 
anition, surely — if  it  did,  there  is  no  hope  for  another.  A  notion  pre- 
vails, to  a  considerable  extent,  that  medical  periodicals  are  profitable — a 
mistake  which  a  score  of  experimenters  have  found  out  too  late.  Rather, 
however,  than  discourage  enterprise,  by  citing  disasters  or  detailing  items 
of  our  own  experience,  to  convince  any  person  having  the  genuine  ca- 
coethes  scribendi,  that  numberless  vexations  and  pecuniary  losses  rnust 
necessarily  grow  out  of  the  business,  it  is  preferable  that  the  adventurer 
make  a  fair  trial.  We  however  wish  the  editor  of  the  new  Journal, 
should  it  have  a  being,  a  generous  and  sustaining  patronage. 


Weekhj  Report  of  Cases  at  the  Marine  Hospital. — In  fulfilment  of  my 
intention  expressed  in  the  last  number  of  your  Journal,  I  send  you  a  list 
of  cases  admitted  during  the  week  ending  the  7th  inst.  Yours,  &c. 

U.  S.  Marine  Hospital,  Dec.  1,  1837.  C.  H.  Stedman. 

Number  of  patients  remaining  Dec.  1st,  70.     Admitted  since  : 
Bronchitis,  acute,         -         -         1     Dysentery,         _  _  _  j 

Caries  of  tibia,         -         -       -       1      Enteritis,  -  -  -  I 

Delirium  tremens,         -         -         2     Felon,  -  -  -  1 

DiarrhcEa,  chronic,         -        -  .     1     GonorrhoBa,  -         -         -         1 
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Headache,  _  _         _ 

Psoriasis,  inveterate, 
Rheumatism,  acute, 

"  chronic, 

Syphilis,   primary, 
Tumor,  large  cellular. 
Ulcer  ('20  inches  in  circumfer- 
ence),        _  _  . 


1     Wound,  lacerated, 


Total, 

T^.     ,  ,       (  Relieved, 

Discharffed,      -'  ' 


(  Relieve 
\  Cured, 


Remainins, 


17 

4 

13 

70 


Troublesome  Tkomsonism, — A  man  whose  name  is  Crafts,  who,  by  way 
of  eminence,  is  reputed  to  be  at  the  head  of  the  Thomsonian  faculty  in 
the  city  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  has  been  arrested  and  imprisoned  on  two 
high  charges — viz.  for  procuring  an  abortion,  and  for  murdering  a 
Mrs.  Lincoln,  by  the  administration  of  his  infallible  remedies.  The 
first  object  was  unfortunately  accomplished,  as  ap()ears  from  the  evidence 
adduced  before  the  grand  jury.  Although  Mrs.  L.  was  enceinte,  and 
far  advanced,  the  foetus  has  not  been  found.  The  death  of  IMrs.  L.  is 
represented  to  have  been  rather  a  gradual  operation,  but  fatally  brought 
about  by  his  agency.  Manv  important  develoiimcnts  may  be  expected 
in  the  course  of  the  trialj  which  will  probably  be  faithfully  reported. 


Portrait  of  Dr.  Jackson. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts General  Hospital,  Dec.  3d,  it  was  voted  that  Dr.  Jackson  be 
requested  to  sit  for  a  portrait,  to  some  artist  of  distinction,  to  be  kept  in 
the  hospital,  as  a  memorial  of  one  who  has  labored  long  and  faithfully  in 
that  institution,  and  contributed,  by  his  personal  character  and  high  pro- 
fessional acquirements,  to  gain  for  the  hospital  a  reputation  which  we 
trust  will  never  wane.  If,  instead  of  a  portrait,  a  marble  bust  were  exe- 
cuted, it  would  be  altogether  preferable,  and  a  much  more  enduring 
monument  of  a  man  whom  the  profession  delight  to  honor. 


JVeeklij  Mortality  of  JYew  York. — The  deaths  in  that  city  for  the  week 
ending  Dec.  2d,  were  one  hundred  and  7iine,  and  yet  no  particular  disease 
is  prevalent.  Of  these  27  were  men,  19  women,  31  boys,  and  32  girls. 
Twenty-five  were  returned  consuniption,  fourteen  convulsions,  and  three 
smallpox.  Seventy-three  were  natives  of  the  United  States,  21  of  Ire- 
land, 7  of  England,  1  of  Scotland,  1  of  France,  and  3  of  Germany. 


Ccesarcaii  Section  after  Death  of  the  Mother. — This  operation  was  re- 
cently performed  in  England,  under  very  unfavorable  circumstances,  and 
without  success.  The  njother  had  suffered  for  four  months  under  a 
chronic  afTection  of  the  brain,  having  also  vomited  during  that  time  most 
of  the  food  taken  into  the  stomach.  She  died  in  convulsions,  at  the 
seventh  month  of  pregnancy.  A  quarter  of  an  hour  after  death,  a  mo- 
tion being  felt  with  the  hand  over  the  uterus,  the  Cajsarean  section  was 
made,  and  the  foetus  carefully  removed.  The  heart  was  acting,  and 
there  was  pulsation  at  the  umbilical  cord.  It  was  immediately  introduced 
into  a  warm  bath,  and  artificial  respiration  produced  by  means  of  the  tra- 
cheal pipe.  The  pulsation  continued  about  twenty  minutes,  and  then 
ceased  :  no  cfTorts  could  restore  it. 
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CoiL'pox  and  Measles  at  the  sometime,  in  the  same  patient. — Eighteen 
months  ago,  the  Colhjwing  case  occuned  in  our  practice.  A  Aiinale  in- 
fant, 1  I  months  old,  was  vaccinated  on  the  20th  of  February  ;  and  on 
the  24lh,  there  was  a  healthy  and  well-formed  vesicle,  which,  however, 
was  rather  large  tor  the  4lh  day.  On  the  following  night  the  child  be- 
came feverish,  thirsty  and  restless,  and  the  next  morning  had  a  palpable 
morbillous  efflorescence,  which,  by  night,  was  general  over  its  body,  with 
a  cough,  hoarseness  and  watery  eyes.  On  the  26lh,  no  areola  had  yet 
begun  to  form  around  the  vesicle,  and  it  had  scarcely  grown  the  least 
from  the  fifth  day.  On  the  28th,  the  efflorescence  disappeared,  but  the 
vesicle  remained  unchanged.  On  the  29tli  it  was  larger,  and  a  slight  areola 
had  begun  to  a[)pear.  The  child's  health  was  restored.  On  the  first  of 
INIarch  the  vesicle  was  still  larger,  but  the  areola  had  not  yet  increased, 
and  no  appearance  of  scal)bing  existed.  Circumstances  prevented  our 
seeing  the  patient  again.  The  measles  were  more  or  less  prevalent  in 
the  city  at  the  time,  iiut  the  child  was  not  known  to  have  been  exposed 
to  the  contagion.  The  reader  will  note,  that,  in  this  case,  the  eruptive 
fever  lasted  but  a  short  time  before  the  efflorescence  can)e  out,  that  it 
was  transient,  and  that  the  catarrhal  symptoms  followed  it  ;  still  we  pre- 
sume the  disease  to  have  been  measles,  modified  by  the  action  of  the 
vaccine  virus  ;  and  that  the  two  contagions  exerted  on  each  other,  as  to 
their  effects,  a  reciprocal  influence. —  Western  Med.  Jour 


Pure  Water. — A  writer  in  the  London  Lancet,  states  that  the  good 
people  of  Boston  are  peculiarly  subject  to  attacks  of  colica  pictonum,  or 
dry  belly  ache,  frotn  the  existence  of  carbonic  acid  in  the  water,  which, 
acting  upon  the  leaden  pipes,  produces  carbonate  of  lead,  perhaps  the  most 
active  form  in  which  that  metal  proves  deleterious  to  the  human  systeni. 
If  this  were  the  only  way  in  which  the  water  of  this  city  proves  injurious 
to  health,  we  would  not  complain,  preferring,  as  we  do,  the  invasion  of 
an  acute  disease,  manifesting  itself  by  obvious  symptoms,  to  the  slow  and 
insidious  progress  of  maladies  which  fatally  undermine  the  constitution, 
before  we  are  scarcely  aware  of  their  approach. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  Joseph  L.  Craft,  a  Thoinsonian  of  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  has  been  indicted  for  murder.  If  found  guilty,  instead  of  being 
executed  with  a  rope,  it  is  proposed  to  give  him  a  chance  for  life  by  tak- 
incr  three  courses  of  his  own  medicine. — Smallpox  has  appeared  in  the 
town  of  Fort  Ann,  N.  Y. — Dr.  A.  B.  Cabanis,  who  was  recently  tried  at 
Huntsville,  Alabama,  for  having  killed,  in  self  defence,  his  brother-in- 
law,  has  been  acquitted. — Dr.  John  Parker,  of  Pensacola,  has  disappear- 
ed from  home  in  a  manner  to  lead  to  fearful  apprehensions  that  his  life 
has  been  taken. — The  last  bulletin  from  Rome  states  that  five  new  cases 
of  cholera  had  occurred  ;  ninety,  in  all,  are  reported  cured.  Dr.  Deitz, 
a  German,  has  acquired  considerable  reputation  in  the  eternal  city  for 
his  success  in  cholera.  The  Roman  physicians  insist  on  a  sanitary  cor- 
don.—  Dr,  Harvey,  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  is  ordered  to  Baton  Rouge,  to  re- 
lieve Dr.  R.  Clarke,  who  is  to  proceed  to  Fort  Brooke,  Florida.  As- 
sistant SurgeonHeiskell  is  wailing  orders,  and  Assistant  Surgeon  Cuyler, 
ordered  to  Fort  Pike,  La. — Dr.  Goodrich,  who  killed  a  man,  at  Houston, 
Texas,  has  finally  got  his  quietus,  having  been  shot  in  a  violent  quarrel. — 
At  Berlin,  the  cholera  is  fast  abating.  From  the  2d  to  the  3d  of  Oct. 
there  were  21  new  cases,  and   from  the  3d  to  the  4th,  18  and  14  deaths. 
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PRACTICAL   OBSERVATIOxNS   ON  THE   EPIDEMIC  INFLUENZA, 

AS    IT    APPEARED    IX    CHELTENHASf,    ENG.,     I.V   THE    BEGINNING    OF    THE     PRESENT    YEAR. 
BY     JAMES      m'cABE,     M.D.,     OF      CHELTENHAM. 

"  Difficile  est  coinmunia  bene  dicers." — Horace. 

The  observation  of  the  poet,  which  I  have  placed  at  the  head  of  this 
paper,  applies  well  to  the  disease  of  which  I  am  here  about  to  attempt 
a  description.  The  epidemic  influenza  which  has  so  recently  extended 
itself  throughout  the  greater  part  of  Europe,  having  presented,  on  its 
first  appearance,  the  symptoms  merely  of  an  ordinary  cold,  it  is,  per- 
\l)aps,  the  more  difficult  to  convey,  in  terms  sufficiently  definite,  the 
essential  and  characteristic  distinction,  or  difference,  between  an  ordi- 
nary cold  or  catarrh,  with  its  accompanying  fever,  and  the  late  formida- 
ble, and  too  frequently  fatal,  epidemic. 

To  this  similarity  of  symptoms,  at  the  beginning  of  the  attack,  may, 
in  a  great  degree,  be  attributed  whatever  mortality  was  occasioned  by 
the  influenza.  Elderly  persons,  who,  for  years,  had  been  accustomed 
in  the  winter  season  to  catarrhal  affections,  disregarded  its  first  attack, 
and  merely  had  recourse  to  their  accustomed  remedies.  The  remedies 
used  were  frequently  stimulant,  and  the  public  press  too  generally  lent 
the  sanction  of  pretended  authority,  and  the  contagious  stimulus  of 
publicity,  to  the  recommendation  of  dangerous  specifics.  A  teaspoon- 
ful  of  sweet  spirits  of  nitre,  and  the  same  quantity  of  paregoric  elixir, 
was  one  of  these  dangerous  specifics,  ostentatiously  paraded  in  the  pub- 
lic papers  as  an  infallible  remedy  for  the  cure  of  the  prevailing  epi- 
demic ;  and  the  physician,  when  at  length  consulted,  at,  perhaps,  an  ad- 
vanced stage  of  the  disease,  frequently  found  that  such  a  dose  had  been 
taken  night  after  niglit,  until,  at  length,  the  inflammation  of  the  lining 
meinbrane  of  the  air  cells  of  the  lungs,  which  at  first  had  been,  proba- 
bly, merely  catarrhal,  increased  by  this  strong  stimulant  and  opiate,  had 
terminated  in  chronic  bronchitis,  threatening  immediate  suffocation,  from 
the  effusion  of  phlegm  and  mucus,  and  often  of  a  muco-purulent  fluid 
into  the  bronchial  ramifications. 

Another  symptom  which,  in  elderly  persons,  frequently  masked  the 
real  disease,  was  lumbago  ;  shooting  pains  about  the  back  and  loins  gen- 
erally accompanied  the  first  accession  of  the  e|)idemlc,  and  jier-ons  who 
had  long  been  accustoujcd  to  such  pains,  could  not  be  induced  to  be- 
lieve that  they  were  different  from  those  of  ordinary  lumbago.  The 
20 
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only  fatal  case  which  happened  in  my  own  practice,  occurred  in  this 
way.  A  lady,  nearly  eighty  years  of  age,  who  had  narrowly  escaped 
from  the  epidemic  influenza  of  1833,  was  attacked  with  pams  and 
stitches  about  ihe  lumbar  region  during  the  prevalence  of  the  late  epi- 
demic. Happening  to  call  upon  her,  1  found  her  ill  in  bed,  with  what  I 
foresaw  would  be  a  dangerous  attack  of  the  influenza,  and  having 
brought  her,  with  great  difficulty ,  through  the  epidemic  of  1833,  I  ap- 
prised her  of  the  necessity  of  having  immediate  recourse  to  remedies. 
This  advice  she  refused  to  comply  with,  asserting  her  conviction  that  it 
was  not  the  influenza,  but  lu.nbago,  with  which  she  was  attacked,  and 
stating  that  she  had  already  applied  a  belladonna  plaster  to  her  back, 
which,  in  such  attacks,  she  had  always  found  an  infallible  remedy.  I 
heard  no  more  of  her  for  the  following  six  or  seven  days,  when  i  was 
summoned  to  attend  her  ;  but  it  was  now  too  late.  The  lungs  were 
engorged  with  a  muco-purulent  matter,  which  impeded  the  circulation 
and  respiration,  and  which  she  had  not  the  power  to  expectorate.  The 
distressing  rale  increased,  the  sensorium  became  affected,  and  she  died 
on  the  fourth  day  after  I  had  been  called  into  attendance,  and,  probably, 
the  eleventh  or  twelfth  from  the  first  attack  of  the  epidemic. 

A  Chrcumstance  of  some  practical  importance  attended  this  case,  with 
which  the  patient  made  me  acquainted  a  day  or  two  before  its  fatal  ter- 
mination. During  her  attack  of  influenza,  in  the  epidemic  of  1833,  the 
expectoration  was  most  profuse,  and  became  of  a  muco-purulent  nature 
towards  the  termination  of  the  disease  ;  after  the  accompanying  fever 
had  entirely  ceased,  the  same  sort  of  discharge  took  place  from  the  mu- 
cous membrane  of  the  intestines.  Finding  her  greatly  weakened  by, 
and  in  danger  of  sinking  under,  these  discharges,  1  ordered  her  port- 
wine  negus.  This  remedy  acted  most  beneficially,  almost  instan- 
taneously checking  the  expectoration  and  intestinal  discharges.  Recol- 
lecting this  circumstance,  the  patient  told  me  that  she  had  of  herself 
tried  the  same  remedy,  almost  at  the  beginning  of  her  late  and  fatal  at- 
tack, but  that,  instead  of  deriving  any  benefit  from  it,  her  fever  had 
been  greatly  increased,  and  her  breathing  rendered  still  more  difficult. 
This  circumstance  shows  the  impropriety  of  having  recourse  to  stimu- 
lating remedies  in  the  early  stages  of  the  influenza,  and  the  injurious 
effects  that  may  probably  have  resulted  to  the  public  by  the  prescrip- 
tions recommended  through  the  public  press ;  for  a  small  quantity  of 
warm  port-wine  negus  is  by  no  means  so  powerful  or  so  dangerous  a 
stimulant  as  paregoric  elixir  and  nitrous  ether  in  the  early  stages  of 
bronchial  inflammation. 

The  first  manifestation  of  an  attack  of  the  epidemic  influenza  was 
seen  in  its  effects  on  the  pulmonary  apparatus,  and  the  cavities  about 
the  face  and  fauces  which  are  ordinarily  affected  by  catarrhal  discharges. 
A  fever  of  a  very  peculiar  nature  generally  accompanied  this  attack. 
The  peculiarity  of  the  fever  consisted  in  a  nervous  restlessness  and 
watchfulness,  which  accompanied  its  first  accession,  together  with  an 
anxiety  and  apprehension  which  in  general  appeared  to  exceed  the  im- 
portance or  apparent  danger  of  the  attack.  The  discharge  from  the 
mucous   membrane  of  the  nose,  and  cavities  about  the  face  and  fauces. 
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was  different  from  the  thin  catarrhal  discharges  which  ordinarily  accom- 
pany a  coiiiinoii  cold  ;  it  was  thick,  yellow,  and,  in  some  instances,  white, 
as  if  the  albuminous  part  of  the  blood  was  secreted  from  the  mucous 
surfaces,  lining  the  cavities  about  the  face  ;  and  the  same  kind  of  secre- 
tion, extending  into  the  bronchial  ramifications  of  the  lungs,  gave  to  the 
expectoration,  which,  in  most  instances,  was  profuse,  the  appearance  of 
a  muco-purulent  discharge,  particularly  in  the  mornings,  when  thickened 
and  condensed  by  having  remained  for  some  time  in  the  bronchial 
ramifications. 

With  regard  to  the  description  of  persons  most  liable  to  the  influenza, 
it  appeared  to  attack  all  indiscriminately  ;  the  very  young  and  the  very 
old,  and  such  as  were  otherwise  infirm,  as  might  be  expected,  suffered 
the  most  severely.  It  was  among  such  only,  in  Cheltenham  at  least, 
that  any  fatal  cases  occurred.  The  disease  generally  attacked  all  the 
members  of  a  family,  either  simultaneously  or  in  rapid  succession.  This 
circumstance  led  many  to  the  opinion,  that  the  influenza  was  propagated 
by  personal  contagion.  But  the  rapidity  with  which  it  attacked  not 
only  the  population  of  towns,  but  the  whole  community,  is  scarcely  re- 
concileable  with  that  opinion.  Various  statistical  circumstances,  in  towns 
and  districts  of  country,  may  hasten  or  retard  the  development  of  a  dis- 
ease arising  from  atmospheric  causes,  so  that  some  appearance  of  suc- 
cession may  be  observed  in  its  progress  in  different  localities,  and  various 
degrees  of  susceptibility  to  the  impressions  of  the  disease  may  exist  in 
different  individuals,  which  may  occasion  a  succession  in  its  attacks 
even  in  the  same  locality.  The  general  characteristics,  however,  of  an 
epidemic,  that  is,  of  a  disease  which  seizes  at  once,  or  nearly  so,  upon 
whole  communities,  seemed  rather  to  belong  to  the  influenza,  than  those 
of  a  disease  arising  from  personal  contagion,  and  afterwards  spreading 
by  the  slow  and  successive  progress  of  contagious  propagation. 

With  respect  to  the  treatment  of  the  influenza,  it  varied,  of  course, 
according  to  the  circumstances  attending  each  individual  case  ;  such  as 
the  habit  of  body  and  previous  state  of  health  of  the  party  attacked  ; 
the  periods  at  which  the  physician  was  first  called  in,  and  the  functional 
or  organic  derangements  with  which  the  affection  of  the  chest  might 
have  been  complicated.  In  most  cases  the  affection  of  the  chest  was 
complicated,  either  at  its  commencement  or  during  its  progress,  with 
derangement  of  the  biliary  systein  ;  and  some  cases  were  accon)panied 
by  actual  jaundice,  attended  with  excruciating  pain  in  the  region  of  the 
gall  bladder,  leading  to  the  suspicion  of  the  presence  of  gall  stones.  In 
such  complications,  small  doses  of  calomel  and  James's  powder,  with 
warm  baths  or  fomentations  to  the  region  of  the  liver,  together  with 
mild  aperients,  were  found  to  be  most  successful  remedies. 

The  fever  which  accompanied  the  influenza  seldom  required  general 
bloodletting  ;  but  the  difficulty  of  breathing  often  required  local  deple- 
tion, by  the  application  of  leeches  to  the  chest.  I  was  called,  much 
about  the  same  time,  to  two  ladies  who  were  attacked  by  the  epidemic  ; 
they  were  both  of  full  habits  of  body,  and  both  in  the  prime  of  life. 
In  both  cases  there  was  great  difficulty  of  breathing,  and  high  fever.  In 
one  of  these  cases  1  immediately  directed  the  application  of  a  dozen 
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leeches  to  the  chest,  besides  giving,  internally,  James's  powder  and  the 
extract  of  hyosciamus,  with  nitrous  and  mucilaginous  drinks.  As  the 
other  lady  happened  to  be  then  very  near  the  period  of  her  accouch- 
ment,  1  hesitated  about  ordering  the  leeches,  and  at  first  confined  the 
treatment  to  general  remedies.  On  visiting  both  patients  next  morning, 
I  found  so  great  an  improvement  in  the  case  in  which  the  leeches  had 
been  applied,  and  found  that  the  other  patient  had  passed  so  restless  a 
night,  that  I  immediately  directed  the  leeches  to  be  applied,  which,  in 
this  case,  also,  produced  immediate  relief;  and  in  both  were  followed 
by  a  speedy  and  perfect  recovery. 

In  the  case  of  an  infant,  also,  about  six  months  old,  to  which  1  was 
called  in  consultation,  the  application  of  a  few  leeches  was  attended 
with  the  greatest  benefit;  indeed  there  was  every  reason  to  believe  that 
the  life  of  the  little  patient  was  saved  by  that  remedy.  When  1  was 
first  called  in  to  see  the  child,  it  was  black  in  the  face  and  gasping  for 
breath,  the  power  of  respiration,  and  also  of  deglutition,  being  almost 
entirely  suspended  :  and  such  was  the  state  of  prostration  to  which  it 
was  reduced  that  I  had  some  difficulty  in  persuading  the  medical  attend- 
ant to  try  the  effect  of  leeches,  lest  the  child  should  expire  during  their 
application.  By  stating,  however,  my  opinion  strongly  that  nothing 
else  but  taking  away  blood  from  the  engorged  vessels  about  the  throat, 
by  the  application  of  leeches,  afforded  the  slightest  chance  of  recovery, 
it  was  agreed  to,  and  two  leeches  were  applied  immediately,  one  on 
each  side  of  the  trachea ;  the  laborious  heavings  and  efforts  which  ac- 
companied the  respiration,  occasioned  the  leeches  to  bleed  profusely  ; 
the  little  patient  was  quickly  relieved  ;  it  subsequently  recovered,  and  is 
now  a  healthy  child. 

The  fever  and  bronchial  inflammation,  or  irritation  accompanying  the 
influenza,  having  been  reduced  by  leeches,  mild  aperients,  James's  pow- 
der, and  nitrous  and  mucilaginous  drinks,  some  diffusible  stimuli  became 
useful,  and,  perhaps,  necessary  ;  for  in  cases  in  which  the  patient  had 
been  kept  long  on  the  antiphlogistic  plan  of  treatment,  the  disease  some- 
times [)ut  on  a  typhoid  character.  At  this  stage  of  the  influenza  the 
following  mixture  was  found  highly  beneficial :  R.  Almond  and  cam- 
phor mixture,  of  each  three  ounces ;  tincture  of  hyosciamus,  and  spirit 
of  nitrous  ether,  of  each  one  drachm;  Battley's  sedative  opium,  twen- 
ty drops  ;  syrup  of  balsam  of  Tol.,  half  a  drachm.  Two  large  spoon- 
fuls three  or  four  times  a  day. 

The  above  mixture  generally  afforded  sufficient  stimulation  to  obviate 
the  typhus  tendency,  and,  at  the  same  time,  relieved  the  distressing 
cough  which,  at  this  stage  of  the  disease,  often  harassed  the  patient. 
Light  broths  might  now  be  allowed,  and  where  care  was  taken  to  pre- 
vent a  relapse,  the  patients  in  general  rapidly  recovered. 

In  conclusion,  the  influenza  of  1837  could  not,  abstractedly,  be  con- 
sidered a  very  formidable  disease,  and  patients,  generally  speaking,  re- 
covered from  the  severer  symptoms  in  a  very  short  time  ;  relapses, 
however,  were  frequent,  and  when  we  consider  how  extensively  the 
epidemic  prevailed  throughout  the  country,  there  is  reason  to  fear  that, 
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as  one  of  its  many  and  complicated   consequences,  it  has  entailed  upon 
the  community  an  increased  disposition  to  pulmonary  diseases. 


VERMINOUS   IRRITATION   AS  SIMULATING  OTHER  DISEASES. 

BY    WM.    MARKLEV    LEE,    M.D.,    OF    INDIANTOWN,    S.    C. 

Intestinal  worms  are  often  improperly  supposed  to  excite  fever  in  the 
human  subject;  for  every  experienced  physician  can  recall  instances  in 
which  worms  have  been  discharged,  and  in  which  the  friends  of  the 
patient  have  in  consequence  ascribed  the  febrile  symptoms  to  verminous 
irritation,  whereas  thenr  discharge  was  rather  a  consequence,  than  a 
cause  of  [ever. 

I  have  often  been  astonished,  however,  that  so  few  instances  have 
been  recorded  in  medical  periodicals,  of  worms  as  causing  the  symp- 
toms of  other  diseases.  They  may,  and  I  am  convinced  frequently  do, 
irritate  certain  nerves,  and  produce  syoiptoms  which  are  never  attributed 
to  their  influence.  To  demonstrate  this  position,  I  will  describe  certain 
cases  which  have  occurred  in  my  own  |)raclice,  to  all  appearances  to- 
tally disconnected  with  woiins,  but  which  were  promptly  cured  by 
anthelmintics. 

Sciatica. — Soon  after  I  commenced  the  practice  of  my  profession  in 
Charleston,  I  was  requested  to  attend  a  lad  about  nine  years  of  age,  la- 
boring under  sciatica.  Blistering  and  the  remedies  usually  employed, 
were  tried  in  vain  for  several  days.  At  one  of  my  visits,  when  at  a  loss 
what  next  to  prescribe,  his  mother  informed  me  that  he  ground  his  teeth 
frequently  in  his  sleep  ;  this  led  me  to  suspect  verminous  irritation  ;  I 
therefore  sent  him  anthelmintic  medicine,  composed  of  calomel  and 
spigelia,  and  at  my  next  visit  I  was  truly  gratified  to  see  him  walking 
about  the  house,  free  from  all  pain  except  the  irritation  of  the  blister.  I 
was  informed,  that  immediately  after  he  had  discharged  a  number  of 
lumbrici,  the  rheumatic  symptoms  vanished.  He  was  from  that  time 
restored  to  perfect  health. 

Phthisis  PuhnonaUs. — I  was  soon  after  requested  to  visit  a  young 
married  woman,  whose  case  was  marked  by  symptoms  of  the  above 
disease — cough  so  incessant  as  to  prevent  sleep,  and  was  exhausting  her 
strength  ;  remedies  usually  exhibited  in  such  cases,  here  failed  to  afford 
relief,  until  one  day  she  mentioned  some  symptoms  which  Ted  nie  to 
suspect  verminous  irritation.  After  the  exhibition  of  the  anthelmintic 
already  mentioned,  in  the  space  of  forty  hours  she  discharged  an  equal 
number  of  lumbrici,  and  the  symptoms  of  pulmonary  disease  were 
relieved  promptly  and  permanently. 

Paraplegia. — I  was  called  during  the  last  summer  to  a  young  girl 
about  eleven  years  of  age,  sick  with  bilious  remittent  fever ;  she  had 
been  bled  and  purged  without  material  benefit ;  the  febrile  excitement 
was  moderate,  but  in  addition  to  considerable  pain  and  soreness  about 
the  praecordia,  there  was  a  remarkable  loss  of  power  over  the  lower  ex- 
tremities, amounting  even  to  inability  to  turn  in  bed  without  assistance. 
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A  careful  examination  of  the  spinal  colun)n  presented  no  symptom  of 
local  inflannnation.  In  reply  to  my  interrogatories,  I  was  assured  that 
she  had  received  no  blow,  or  injury  of  tlie  spine,  but  that  the  synip- 
toiiis  of  paraplegia  supervened  at  the  san)e  time  with  the  fever.  Her 
friends  united  in  stating  that  she  frequently  ground  her  teeth  during 
sleep.  A  blister  to  the  epigastrium  was  directed  ;  and  as  I  had  never 
seen  nor  read  of  a  similar  case  from  verminous  irritation,  my  treatment 
was  adapted  both  to  fever  and  worms:  R.  ISit.  potass.  3i. ;  cal., 
ipecac,  and  camphor,  aii  Bss.  M.  Of  this  compound,  a  frequent  ()re- 
scription  of  mine,  in  bilious  remittent,  I  directed  eight  grains  every 
three  hours  during  the  paroxysm,  and  that  Bss.  calomel  be  combined 
with  the  first  dose.  I  was  in  hopes,  from  the  well-established  efficacy 
of  this  preparation  of  mercury,  and  the  success  which  is  reported  to  at- 
tend the  exhibition  of  camphor  in  Italian  practice,  that  if  this  form  of 
paraplegia  was  caused  by  worms,  relief  would  be  promptly  obtained. 
A  dose  of  ol.  ricini  and  sp.  terebinthins  was  also  directed  to  be  admin- 
istered the  succeeding  morning.  At  my  next  visit  1  ascertained  that 
she  had  discharged  a  large  number  of  worms,  and  was  enabled  to  walk 
about.    She  soon  recovered. 

Such  facts  1  consider  interesting  and  important,  and  have  been  as- 
tonished that  they  have  excited  so  little  attention  from  the  profession. 
Have  I  erred  in  attributing  these  cases  to  verminous  irritation  ?  In  the 
two  former,  the  treatment  usually  instituted  had  failed  to  produce  the 
results  expected,  and  it  was  not  until  worms  had  been  evacuated,  that 
relief  was  obtained. 

I  trust  this  hasty  article  may  elicit  the  experience  of  n)y  medical 
brethren  on  this  point. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  describe  a  case  which  came  under  my  care  while 
assistant  physician  of  the  (Charleston)  Dispensary,  in  1828.  I  was 
called  to  an  elderly  woman  who  for  several  years  had  been  troubled 
with  taenia  ;  several  eminent  physicians,  in  succession,  had  dislodged  a 
portion  of  the  worm  ;  but  in  the  course  of  a  few  months  medical  aid 
was  again  required — for  as  the  head  of  the  taenia  had  not  been  dis- 
charged, new  joints  had  been  regenerated  and  morbid  symptoms  renew- 
ed— the  exhibition  of  calomel  and  gamboge,  followed  by  ol.  ricini  and 
sp.  terebinth,  in  a  few  hours  caused  the  discharge  of  a  taenia  about  four 
feet  in  length.  Attributing  the  recurrence  of  the  disease  to  an  atony  of  the 
alimentary  canal,  after  the  exhibition  of  alkalies  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
moving the  tenacious  mucus  from  the  mouths  of  the  absorbents,  I  pre- 
scribed the  solution  of  the  acet.  of  iron,  formed  by  digesting  the  car- 
bonate of  iron  in  strong  vinegar,  to  be  taken  in  doses  of  a  teaspoonful 
thrice  a  day.  But  a  short  time  was  necessary  to  demonstrate  its  effi- 
cacy, for  her  health  improved  rapidly.  By  my  directions,  she  persisted 
in  the  use  of  the  remedy  for  several  weeks.  After  all  former  attacks, 
a  year  had  never  elapsed  without  a  renewal  of  the  symptoms.  Fully 
three  years  after,  I  again  saw  her,  when  she  stated  that  she  had  never 
since  perceived  any  symptoms  of  the  worm, 

A  few  months  since,  I  attended  a  young  negro,  from  whom,  in  the 
space  of  a  week,  I  succeeded  in  dislodging  n)ore  than  seventy  lumbrici. 
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The  same  tonic  (acet.  iron)  was  prescribed  for  him  ;  and  at  the  present 
time,  his  master  has  not  a  tnore  healtliy  young  negro. 

These  latter  cases,  although  not  strictly  connected  with  the  above 
article,  are  adduced  to  show  the  expediency  and  necessity  of  following 
up  the  exhibition  of  anthelmintics  by  chalybeates,  or  other  tonics. — 
Southern  Med.  Jour. 


OPIUM  IN  RHEUMATISM— FURTHER  EVIDENCE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — For  some  months  past,  opium,  as  a  remedy  in  rheumatism,  has 
frequently  been  referred  to  and  commented  upon,  in  your  valuable  peri- 
odical. Too  much  has  already  been  said  about  it,  if  it  is  not  a  remedy  ; 
and  if  it  is,  it  will  not  be  a  misemployment  of  time  to  say  more.  Hav- 
ing myself,  in  two  previous  communications,  spoken  favorably  of  it,  I 
shall  still  speak  of  it  as  a  useful  medicine  in  this  disorder. 

I  was  induced  to  make  these  remarks,  from  having  seen,  in  your  pa- 
per, the  observations  of  a  writer  who  signs  himself  A.  H.,  of  Cheraw, 
S.  C.  He  states  that  opium  as  a  remedy  has  long  been  known  to  him, 
but  expresses  a  doubt  whether  it  is  a  real  remedy,  or  calculated  to  pro- 
duce a  radical  cure,  and  asks  the  question,  I  should  think  sarcastically, 
w'hether  it  will  cure  a  case  of  fifteen  years'  standing  ? 

In  regard  to  this  question,  I  will  reply  by  asking  him  whether  any 
disorder  of  fifteen  years'  standing  is  often  totally  and  radically  cured  ? 
It  is  well  known  that  the  longer  the  human  system  has  been  subjected 
to  disease,  the  harder  it  is  to  counteract  the  morbid  tendency,  until  dis- 
ease has  so  interwoven  itself  with  all  its  actions  that  it  becomes  consti- 
tutional, and  it  is  impossible  to  restore  it  to  a  healthy  state.  It  would 
be  as  easy  to  restore  life  to  the  dead  or  decaying  limb  of  a  tree,  as 
health  to  a  person  who  has  been  sick  such  a  length  of  time.  I  should 
almost  as  soon  think  of  restoring  a  leg  or  an  arm,  when  either  of  these 
had  been  amputated,  as  effecting  a  cure  when  a  person  had  been  labor- 
ing under  disease  for  fifteen  years.  Quacks  and  bragadocios  may  pre- 
tend to  do  it,  but  a  physician  who  wishes  to  establish  a  reputation  upon 
something  more  than  mere  pretence,  would  detest  the  idea  of  so  base 
a  fraud. 

Respecting  opium  as  a  remedy  in  other,  or  recent  cases,  it  is  like  all 
other  generally  attested  remedies.  Under  favorable  circumstances  it 
will  cure,  and  under  unfavorable  ones  it  will  be  likely  to  fail.  Like 
other  remedies,  too,  it  requires  the  assistance  of  medicine  possessed  of 
other  attributes.  We  have  but  few  specifics,  or  medicines,  which  will 
always  cure  ;  and  we  have  but  few  single  remedies  that  will  effect  much 
without  the  aid  of  collateral  means.  In  cases  w'here  there  is  a  high  in- 
flammatory diathesis,  venesection  is  necessary.  When  the  stomach 
and  bowels  are  in  an  improper  condition,  these  should  be  operated 
upon.  When  the  secerning  system  is  in  fault,  this  should  be  looked  to 
with  the  most  scrupulous  attention.     It  is  not  one  set  of  vessels  alone, 
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or  a  single  viscus,  that  requires  the  care  of  the  physician,  but  every- 
thing belonging  to  the  liuman  frame.  Though  opium  may  sometimes 
do  good  without  being  conjoined  with  something  else,  yet  its  judicious 
combination  with  some  other  medicine  is  what  renders  it  so  useful,  not 
only  in  rheumatism,  but  in  many  other  disorders.  To  give  opium  alone, 
is  like  taking  a  dead  lift  at  a  heavy  body.  To  give  it  united  with  its 
appropriate  adjuncts,  is  like  adding  the  lever  or  windlass  to  what  is  too 
heavy  to  lift  by  tTjain  strength.  There  is  a  variety  of  diaphoretic  and 
nauseating  medicines  which  should  be  made  use  of  when  opium  is  to 
be  resorted  to.  Cathartics,  judiciously  selected,  are  oftentimes  required. 
When  due  attention  to  what  is  here  sugi^ested,  is  observed,  opium  is  a 
most  desirable  and  valuable  medicine  in  rheumatism,  or  there  is  a  most 
palpable  fallacy  in  appearances,  and  the  physician  can  assure  himself  of 
the  beneficial  effect  of  no  remedy.  There  is  no  fallacy,  however,  in  re- 
gard to  this.  Opium  is  designed  to  do,  and  when  properly  administered 
does,  something  more  than  "  deaden  pain.^'  Were  this  its  only  effect, 
it  ought  not  to  be  dtsijiscd  in  so  distressing  a  disorder.  But  it  does 
something  besides  this,  not  only  in  rheumatism,  but  in  a  long  list  of  dis- 
orders that  could  be  mentioned ;  and  were  the  world  to  be  deprived  of 
it,  1  know  of  nothing  to  supply  its  place,  and  the  healing  art  would  be 
scarcely  worth  the  name.  Samuel  Fish. 

Boston,  Dec.  14,  1837. 


INFLUENCE   OF   CLIMATE   ON  PHTHISIS. 

SUMMARY    OF    A    REPORT     MADE     TO     THE     FRENCH     ACADEMY     OF    MEDICINE    IN    REFER- 
ENCE   TO    THE    INFLUENCE    OF    CLIMATE    UPON   PHTHISIS. 

[Communicated   for  tbe   Boston  Medical  and   Surgical  Journal.] 

Some  time  during  the  year  1836,  a  physician  proposed  to  the  French  Min- 
ister of  Commerce,  to  establish  at  Algiers  a  public  establishment  for  the 
reception  of  phthisical  patients.  The  Minister  consulted  the  Royal  Acade- 
my of  Medicine,  and  in  consequence  of  this  application  a  committee  was 
appointed.  A  report  was  made  by  M.  Louis,  as  chairman,  in  opposition 
to  the  plan,  and  for  this  reason,  viz.,  that  there  is  no  proof  at  present 
that  Algiers  has  a  climate  more  favorable  for  phthisical  patients  than 
any  other  portion  of  the  world  possesses.  There  is  need  of  statistical 
data,  and  in  order  to  gain  them,  M.  Louis  proposed  the  appointment  of 
another  committee,  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  inform  foreign  physicians 
in  correspondence  with  the  Academy,  of  its  views  in  regard  to  the 
importance  of  collecting  such  data,  and  to  propose  to  them  some  gen- 
eral mode  of  investigation  in  case  they  should  be  willing  to  send  to  the 
Academy  any  of  the  results  of  their  observation.  This  committee's 
report  was  accepted  Jan.  17,  1837.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  it. 
The  Academy  expresses  regret  that  so  little  is  known  in  reference  to 
the  effect  of  climate  upon  phthisis.  This  question  can  be  decided  only 
by  data  from  all  quarters  of  the  globe.  The  Academy,  therefore,  ap- 
peals to  physicians  of  every  nation  to  send  to  it  any  facts  they  may  ob- 
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tain,  promising  that   the  lionor  of  collecting  such  facts  shall   rest  with 
their  authors. 

The  report  then  enters  into  detail  as  to  the  mode  of  procedure.  The 
Academy  wishes  its  correspondents  to  observe,  1st,  the  meaning  of 
phthisis.  "  It  is  that  disease  which,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  causes 
death  by  all  the  degrees  of  marasmus,  and  is  characterized  anatomically 
by  tumors  in  the  parenchyma  of  tlie  lungs,  generally  rounded,  of  a  yel- 
low color,  homogeneous,  dull  aspect,  firm,  difficult  to  crush  at  first,  soft- 
ening after  a  space  of  time,  and  causing  cavities,"  Not  merely  the 
lungs,  but  all  the  other  organs  are  to  be  examined  carefully.  The  im- 
portance of  fixing  exactly  the  time  of  commencement  of  the  disease,  by 
repeated  questions,  is  urged.  Three  tables  are  proposed,  in  order  to 
have  some  uniformity  in  the  returns  to  the  Academy. 

Phthisis.  TABLE    I.*  Anatomy. 
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*  It  will  he  seen  that  all  these  tables  are  insufficient  for  the  report  of  every  detail  of  importance. 
I  presume  they  are  intended  merely  as  models,  and  that  other  diseases  may  be  added  if  necessary. 

Is  not  this  subject  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  attended  to  by  the 
physicians  of  our  country  ?  There  are  very  many  hospitals  in  which 
great  opportunities  are  afforded  of  studying  disease.  Will  none  of  the 
physicians  in  attendance  upon  these  institutions  respond  to  the  call  ? 

Boston,  Dec,  1837.  H.  I.  B. 


NEW  EXPERIMENTS   ON    THE   SENSE  OF  TASTE   IN   MAN. 

In  1830,  MM.  Guyot  and  Admirault  published  a  series  of  experiments 
on  the  seat  of  taste  in  man,  from  which  they  drew  the  two  folio  iving 
conclusions  : 

1.  The   lips,  the    inner    part  of  the  cheeks,  the  roof  of  the    mouth, 


318  ETperiments  on  the  Sense  of  Taste  in  Man. 

pliarynx,  velum  palati,  dorsal  and  inferior  surfaces  of  the  tongue,  have 
no  sliare  in  the  production  of  taste. 

2.  The  sense  of  taste  exists  only  at  the  posterior  part  of  the  tongue  ; 
along  its  edges  for  about  a  line  or  two  towards  tiie  dorsal  surface  ;  at  the 
point  of  the  tongue  ;  and,  finally,  at  a  restricted  point  of  the  velum 
palati,  situate  very  nearly  at  the  centre  of  its  anterior  surface. 

In  a  second  memoir,  lately  published  by  the  same  authors,  an  addi- 
tional number  of  experiments  has  been  recorded,  together  with  a  solu- 
tion of  the  following  questions  : — 

1.  Do  the  gustatory  surfaces  perceive,  with  an  equal  degree  of  in- 
tensity, throughout  their  whole  extent  ? — No.  Taste  is  much  stronger  at 
the  base  of  the  tongue,  and  along  its  edges  the  gustatory  power  goes  on 
increasing  from  the  pillars  of  the  velum  palati  up  to  the  tip  of  the 
tongue,  where  it  is  at  a  maximum. 

2.  Do  the  gustatory  surfaces  perceive  indifferently  all  kinds  of  sa- 
vors ? — Certain  bodies,  such  as  milk,  butter,  oil,  and  especially  alimen- 
tary substances,  only  produce  an  impression  of  tact,  at  the  anterior  part, 
their  characteristic  tastes  being  only  distinguished  at  the  posterior  part  of 
the  tongue. 

3.  Does  a  sapid  body  produce  an  identical  taste  when  applied  to  dif- 
ferent regions  of  the  tongue  ? — A  great  number  of  bodies,  and  salt  in 
particular,  exhibit  this  very  remarkable  phenomenon,  that  the  sensations 
which  they  produce  at  the  anterior  and  posterior  parts  of  the  tongue 
are  extremely  different.  Thus,  solid  acetate  of  potass,  which,  at  the 
anterior  part  of  the  tongue  produces  a  burning  acid  sensation,  is  merely 
bitter  and  nauseous  when  applied  to  the  posterior  surface,  upon  which 
it  produces  no  acid  nor  stimulating  impression.  Sulphate  of  magnesia, 
slightly  acid  and  saltish  in  front,  becomes  intensely  bitter  at  the  root  of 
the  tongue.  Acetate  of  lead  produces  only  a  sweet  taste  at  the  poste- 
rior part ;  anteriorly  it  is  styptic,  fresh,  and  stimulant.  The  alkalies, 
the  water  of  lime,  and  of  ammonia,  produce  only  one  taste,  no  matter 
where  they  may  be  applied. 

From  the  very  numerous  experiments  which  M.  Guyot  has  per- 
formed, both  on  himself  and  on  other  individuals,  he  concludes — 

1 .  That  taste  is  a  physical  and  not  a  chemical  sense ;  that  it  is  con- 
nected with  the  nature  of  bodies,  and  not  with  their  densities,  their  tem- 
perature, or  their  consistence.  In  this  respect  it  differs  very  considera- 
l3ly  from  the  senses  of  touch  or  tact,  v.-hich  are  exclusively  destined  to 
recognize  the  physical  properties  of  bodies. 

2.  That  the  sense  of  taste  must  be  exercised  by  at  least  two  nerves. 
Numerous  anatomical  investigations  have  led  Al.  Guyot  to  regard  the 

glosso-pharyngeal  nerve  as  the  one  which  presides  over  the  perception 
of  taste  at  the  base  of  the  tongue,  and  perhaps  at  the  velum  palati  ; 
while  the  lingual  nerve,  on  the  contrary,  exercises  the  sense  of  taste  at 
the  point  of  the  organ. 

In  this  point  of  view  the  sense  of  taste,  reacting  on  the  glosso-pharyn- 
o-eal  nerve,  probably  determines  the  acts  of  deglutition  and  regurgita- 
tion. By  the  communications  and  terminations  of  this  latter  it  may 
act  simultaneously  on  the  amygdala?,  provoking  their  secretions ;  on  the 
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glosso-stapliyl,  vvhicii  aids  in  closing  the  glottis  and  epiglottis,  &ic.,  &;c. 
In  the  same  manner  the  lingual  nerve,  receiving  sapid  impressions  at 
the  point  of  the  tongue,  may  provoke  contractions  in  that  organ,  and,  in 
a  word,  harmonize  and  complete  the  function.  —  Gaz.  Med.  de  Paris. 
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INTRODUCTORY  AT  WILLOUGHBY  MEDICAL  COLLEGE* 

An  introductory  lecture  was  delivered  at  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
sent term,  at  this  institution,  by  R.  Granger,  Esq.,  the  President,  which 
merits  more  than  an  ordinary  notice,  on  account  of  its  intrinsic  excel- 
lence. Without  knowing  anything  of  the  circumstances  which  deter- 
mined the  faculty  to  fix  upon  that  gentleman  to  give  a  preface  to  the 
course  of  instruction  about  to  be  opened,  we  are  free  to  confess  that  it 
rarely  falls  to  our  lot  to  meet  with  better  sentiments,  more  beautifully 
expressed,  than  are  to  be  found  in  this  short,  though  finely  written 
discourse. 

He  refers  to  the  time  when  the  awful  mysteries  of  religion,  medicine 
and  law,  were  professed  and  taught  by  the  same  individual,  and  speaks 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  Jewish  High  Priest  sought  for  the  evidences 
of  leprosy.  Passing  with  rapidity  over  astrological  and  meteorological 
medicine,  to  consider  the  transcendant  advantages  of  scientific  chemis- 
try, the  author  exhibits  an  acquaintance  with  the  kindred  sciences.  Bo- 
tany seems  to  have  been  particularly  delightful  to  him  as  a  study,  and 
the  fact  is  discoverable  in  the  expressive  eloquence  in  which  the  secret 
is  betrayed. 

"  Were  botany  and  vegetable  physiology  of  no  other  importance  than  to 
discipline  the  mind  to  combine  the  most  minute  observation  with  the  most 
expanded  views,  it  would  not  be  useless  ;  nor  can  it  ever  be  idle  in  him 
who  makes  the  highest  of  organized  beings  his  study  and  care,  to  insti- 
tute comparisons  between  them  and  the  lowest  in  the  natural  scale. 
What  though  plants  rooted  in  earth  are  deprived  of  the  powers  of  loco- 
motion ;  they  are  composed  of  the  same  elements  with  ourselves  with 
the  doubtful  exception  of  azote.  Like  us  they  are  furnished  with  the 
capacity  to  select  each  its  own  peculiar  pabulum,  with  vessels  and  or- 
gans by  which  it  may  be  elaborated  and  distributed.  Like  animals,  they 
slough  their  useless  parts  ;  and,  though  they  may  lack  a  common  senso- 
rium,  they  at  least  possess  excitability.  Those  who  push  comparative 
anatomy  and  physiology  farthest,  are  compelled  to  admit  that  the  line 
between  the  animal  and  vegetable  kinjidoms  is  so  finely  drawn  as  to  be 
scarcely  perceptible.  If  no  other  motive  could  induce  a  pliysician's  at- 
tention to  botany,  it  would  at  least  receive  some  notice  from  that  pride 
which  impels  every  truly  professional  man  to  make  every  other  branch  of 
learning  contribute  to  the  support,  illustration  and  advancement  of  his 
own  cherished  science. 


*  Introductory  Lecture  delivered  at  the  WMIIouehbv  Medical  College  of  the  WillouEhbv  Universi- 
ty of  Lake  Erie,  1837-8,  by  Ralph  Granger,  Esq.,  President.  ^  i^mversi 


320  Introductory  at  Willougliby  Medical  College. 

"The  wonderful  results  of  organic  action  are  beautifully  and  readily 
exhibited  by  the  examination  of  a  single  tree.  The  mathematical  rules 
of  combination  seem  to  be  set  at  nought,  by  the  endless  variety  in  which 
the  few  elementary  principles  of  vegetables  are  made  to  appear.  Who 
shall  enumerate  their  various  dyes,  odors  and  flavors,  as  countless  as 
dissimilar  .''  Study  even  a  peach.  Leave  out  of  view  the  structure  of  its 
stem  and  leaves,  with  the  functions  they  perform  ;  and  look  not  at  the 
beauty  of  its  blossom.  Take  the  immature  fruit,  unsavory  to  the  taste, 
and  clad  in  the  common  green  livery  of  vegetation — it  is  fed  by  the  same 
sap  which  mifjht  have  been  converted  merely  to  leaves  or  wood,  yet,  by 
the  action  of  its  own  system  of  vessels,  with  no  unusual  supply  of  sun- 
shine or  of  air,  it  paints  its  own  cheeks  with  the  richest  and  daily  vary- 
ing lints — it  converts  ils  gum  to  sugar.  The  crude  juices  it  receives 
are  partly  converted  into  a  pulp,  and  to  fluids  of  a  far  different  character, 
wholesome,  fragrant,  and  delicious  to  the  taste.  Within  this,  a  bony  nut, 
harder  than  wood  itself,  in  its  turn  encloses  a  kernel,  in  which  the 
blandest  of  fixed  oils  is  mingled  with  the  most  deadly  poison  known  ; 
and  all  these  phenomena  are  the  results  of  organic  action.  Yes,  and  it 
will  be  demonstrated  that  some  substances  now  called  simple,  even 
metals,  are  but  the  product  of  this  same  action  on  materials  as  simple. 
What  a  study,  then,  must  the  principles  of  organic  action  ever  remain  !" 
Had  the  following  paragraph  been  passed  over,  the  opportunity  would 
have  been  lost  of  showing  the  President's  readiness  in  searching  into 
old  things,  and  his  knowledge,  too,  in  historical  medicine,  brought  down 
to  this  eventful  age. 

"  To  the  advantages  possessed  by  the  student  of  the  present  day, 
from  the  improvement  of  all  other  branches  of  natural  history,  may  be 
added  those  arising  from  the  safe  and  rapid  intercourse  between  the 
most  distant  and  dissimilar  countries  of  the  globe — and  the  improved 
character  of  those  who  visit  foreign  nations.  Descriptions  of  natural 
objects,  as  well  as  of  diseases  and  their  treatment,  are  now  given  with 
scientific  accuracy.  We  read  no  more  of  those  celebrated  races,  the 
description  of  which,  on  the  authority  of  travellers,  renders  ancient 
works  on  natural  history  so  amusingly  absurd.  The  Blemnegi  without 
heads,  with  mouth  and  eyes  in  the  breast — the  Himantapodes  who  crept 
from  incapacity  to  walk — the  Pigmies — the  Misicastes  with  three  or  four 
eyes — the  Nigrivte  with  a  single  eye  in  the  forehead  ;  and  the  Cynamol- 
ge  with  dogs'  heads,  are  none  of  them  now  to  be  found,  aduU,  in  Ethio- 
pia, though  gravely  described  by  ancient  authors.  Yet  to  know  what 
the  ancients  believed,  is  not  to  be  despised  by  a  physician.  INIingled  in  a 
mass  of  absurdities,  are  some  notions  uncontradicted,  and  worthy  of  con- 
sideration. Take,  as  an  example,  the  following  sentence  from  Pliny. 
'  A  pestUtnce  beginning  in  the  south  parts,  goctk  always  to  tlie  west.'  That 
the  smallpox  originated  in  southern  China  or  Hindostan,  and  pursued  the 
path  suggested  l)y  Pliny,  has  long  been  matter  of  history. 

"  From  travellers  we  are  beginning  to  trace  the  destructive  progress 
of  a  disease,  with  as  much  geographical  precision,  as  the  devastating 
march  of  an  army  is  delineated.  Since  this  present  century  com- 
menced, the  typhus  gravior,  and  the  Asiatic  cholera,  each  once,  and  a 
fatal  influenza  twice,  have  been  epidemic  ;  and  it  is  a  wonderful  fact, 
that  they  have  all  commenced  in  the  southern  parts  of  Asia,  and  travel- 
led westward,  as  disease  must  often  have  done  before  Pliny  would  have 
obtained  the  notion." 
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"  It  is  not  for  mere  curiosity,  or  to  lay  by  a  stock  of  idle  learning,  that 
it  is  recommended  to  study  the  general  history  of  diseases,  in  connection 
with  the  physical  structure  of  the  country,  and  the  peculiarities  of  the 
cliniate,  and  of  the  habits  of  the  people,  where  each  most  prevails  ;  lor, 
in  all  new  forms  of  disease,  the  most  ex[)erienced  practitioner,  however 
well  he  may  be  satisiied  by  the  indications  of  the  symptoms,  of  the  course 
probably  the  bet-t  to  be  pursued,  still  knows  (hat  the  first  prescriptions 
can  be  little  else  than  experiments,  unless  led  to  them  by  analogies  drawn 
from  known  facts,  and  not  from  simple  dogmas.  As  in  law,  one  pre- 
sumption may  be  founded  on  a  fact,  but  one  presumption  is  not  allowed 
to  rest  on  another  ;  so  in  medicine,  one  theory  may  be  constructed  upon 
facts,  but  never  upon  another  theory.  An  extensive  knowledge  of  facts 
is  therefore  of  great  importance  in  the  treatment  of  those  cases  where  no 
direct  precedent  for  practice  is  given,  and  where  the  method  of  cure 
must  be  devised  by  induction." 

Here  is  a  volume  of  conunon-sense  philosophy  compressed  into  a  nut- 
shell, which  we  cordially  wish  might  be  both  circulated  and  appreciated. 
"  The  customs  of  a  country  have  more  influence  upon  the  general 
state  of  health,  and  the  practice  of  medicine,  than  is  usually  supposed. 
It  is  comparatively  easy  to  acquire  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  general 
manner  in  which  health  is  preserved  in  other  regions,  without  being  able 
to  make  that  knowledge  usel'ul  in  any  eminent  degree,  where  customs 
differ.  With  us  the  skin  receives  no  attention,  until  it  actually  becomes 
diseased.  But  dry  hot  baths,  or  steam  baths,  with  shampooing,  friction 
or  flagellation,  are  used  as  a  preventive  of  disease,  over  more  than  half 
the  globe.  In  the  islands  of  the  Pacific  and  the  South  Sea,  the  nations 
use  cold  bathing  before  meals,  and  after  their  meals  are  shampooed  in 
the  manner  sometimes  practised  on  dyspeptics.  In  Sweden,  Finland, 
Russia  and  Tartary,  they  bathe  habitually  in  vapor  generated  by  throw- 
ing water  upon  heated  stones,  in  apartments  constructed  for  the  purpose  ; 
and  are  lashed  with  twigs  during  the  operation.  The  North  American 
savages,  not  habitually,  but  for  sickness  only,  bathe  in  steam  raised  in  the 
same  manner;  but  instead  of  flagellation,  pursue  the  more  primitive 
mode  of  employing  the  incantations  of  a  priest  during  the  ceremony. 
The  more  luxurious  orientals  use  suits  of  rooms,  heated  without  vapor  ; 
where,  after  friction,  various  unguents  are  applied  to  the  whole  surface. 
Such  was  once  the  practice  of  the  Romans  ;  but  it  is  a  singular  fact, 
that,  for  some  unexplained  reason,  practices  so  ancient,  and  once  univer- 
sal, are  now  generally  discontinued  in  all  civilized  portions  of  Christen- 
dom, though  of  undoubted  benefit  to  health." 

The  following  quotations  will  be  read  with  interest. 

*' That  the  disposition  to  generalize  diseases,  and  simplify  their  treat- 
ment, without  reference  to  individual  or  local  peculiarities,  should  in  an 
equal  degree  lessen  the  number  of  remedies  employed,  is  not  only  a  ne- 
cessary consequence,  but,  if  not  carried  too  far,  is  a  grand  desideratum. 
A  catalogue  of  ancient  medicines  is  by  no  means  the  least  amusing 
and  curious  branch  of  the  study  of  medicine.  One  who  reads  the  re- 
cipes given,  even  by  Lord  V'erulam,  would  scarcely  imagine  him  to 
have  been  the  father  of  the  only  correct  method  of  reasoning  for  dis- 
covery—  the  inductive  method.  If  the  value  of  a  prescription  depend  on 
its  costliness  or  rarity,  a  solution  of  pearls  or  auruin  portabile  would 
have  been  choice  medicines  ;  but  the  days  of  Mithridate  and  Bezoar, 
of  Mummy  and  Ambergris,  of  gold  and  pearls,  have  departed.     Though 
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after  the  e.xjimplc  of  ]Medea,  tlie  transfusion  of  blood  and  the  injection  of 
medical  solutions  into  the  bloodvossi'ls  may  have  been  resorted  to  in 
modern  times  ;  it  can  be  said  with  pride,  that  the  contents  of  jVIedea's 
cauldron  find  no  rivals  in  rejrular  practice,  though  the  '■  millc  aliis  post- 
quam  sine  nomine  rehus^   may  long  fmd   admirers  among  the  vulgar." 

"  This  ajre  looks  favorably  upon  all  attempts  at  improvement  in  sci- 
ence generally.  That  there  never  has  been,  that  there  never  will  be,  any 
want  of  favor  to  the  medical  profession,  is  sufficiently  evinced  by  the 
confidence  still  reposed  in  unscientific  pretenders.  The  truly  learned 
feels  no  chagrin  at  this  want  of  discrimination  in  others.  He  knows 
that  those  who  run  alter  nostrums  would,  in  other  countries,  with  the 
same  blind  faith  and  ignorance,  make  pilgrimages  to  kiss  consecrated 
relics.  He  knows,  also,  that  though  occasionally  an  old  prejudice  against 
one  mode  of  practice  or  another,  against  one  class  of  remedies  or  another, 
is  revived,  and  obtains  an  ephemeral  popularity  ;  that  still  the  march  of 
public  confidence  in  learning  is  steadily  onward,  and  exactly  in  propor- 
tion as  the  mass  of  community  it.self  becomes  enlightened.  Sustained 
by  this  knowledge,  and  the  delightful  consciousness  of  doing  good,  and 
(for  the  whole  world  is  not  ungrateful),  occasionally  cheered  by  the  tear- 
ful gratitude  of  those  whose  pains  he  has  alleviated,  whose  sorrows  he 
has  soothed,  and  perhaps  whose  lives  he  has  been  instrumental  in  saving, 
he  learns  to  treat  with  indifference  the  vexations  and  inconveniences 
with  which  his  path  is  strewed." 

If  the  corporation  give  this  lecture  a  liberal  circulation,  it  will  do  more 
for  the  reputation  of  the  Willoughby  jMedical  College  than  any  official 
measure  they  can  adopt.  People  delight  to  honor  those  to  \vhom  honor 
is  due. 


Mammoth  Magnet. — Dr.  William  King,  electrician,  at  No.  52  Corn- 
hill,  Boston,  has  nearly  completed  the  largest  electro-magnet,  probably, 
in  the  world.  It  is  made  of  a  bar  of  iron  two  and  a  half  inches  in  diame- 
ter, thirteen  and  a  half  feet  long,  bent  into  the  horse-shoe  form,  and 
weighs  two  hundred  and  fortij-fuur  pounds.  The  armative,  or  keeper, 
weighs  twenty-eight  pounds,  thrown  into  the  segment  of  a  small  circle, 
in  order  to  meet  the  two  poles  of  the  magnet,  which  are  only  seven  inches 
apart.  Seven  hundred  feet  of  copper  wire,  one  sixteenth  of  an  inch  in 
diameter  ;  and  ten  thousand  feet,  one  fortieth  of  an  inch,  are  wound  round 
the  bar,  from  one  extremity  to  the  other.  It  is  impossible,  at  present,  to 
determine  its  power,  the  frame  on  which  it  is  to  rest  not  yet  being 
finished. 

We  are  persuaded  that  this  will  be  the  most  magnificent  philosophical 
instrument  ever  constructed  in  America,  or,  perhaps,  in  any  other  coun- 
try, if  successfully  charged.  Gentlemen,  curious  in  these  matters,  would 
derive  much  satisfaction  from  an  inspection  of  this  extraordinary  piece  of 
workmanship,  which  should  be  secured,  at  once,  by  some  of  our  colleges. 
Dr.  King  is  an  aged  man,  and  would  hardly  be  willing  to  undertake  the 
manufacture  of  another  of  such  gigantic  proportions. 


Thomsoman  Conventions. — If  half  the  eflbrt  were  made  by  scientific 
practitioners  of  medicine  throughout  the  United  States,  to  elevate  the 
profession,  that  is  exerted  by  those  speculating  adventurers  in  the  heal- 
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ing  art,  who  have  neither  science  or  literature  to  recommend  them,  there 
would  hardly  be  a  single  quack  from  Maine  to  Georgia.  'Ihe  Thom- 
sonians  are  busily  organizing,  holding  annual  conventions,  publishing 
circulars,  issuing  pamphlets  and  circulating  their  successes,  and  evince  a 
determination  to  make  the  world  know  they  are  in  being,  whether  any 
one  employs  them  or  not.  One  of  their  periodicals,  which  has  an  exten- 
sive circulation,  contains  double  the  number  of  original  reported  cases 
which  are  found  in  our  pages.  But  the  course  they  are  pursuing  is  ad- 
mirable, for  it  tends  to  im[)rove  them  individually  ;  yet  unless  a  coun- 
teracting influence  is  put  in  motion,  there  is  reason  to  fear  that  in  the  in- 
terior of  the  country  they  will  eventually  become  the  dominant  party. 

Berkshire  Medical  Inslilniion  Commencement. — The  first  annual  com- 
mencement of  this  institution,  under  the  act  of  incorporation  of  April, 
1837,  took  place  in  Pittsfield  on  ^Vednesday,  29th  Nov. 

The  exercisesof  the  day  began  with  the  reading  of  the  Inaugural  The- 
ses. At  12  o'clock  an  address  was  delivered  by  Dr.  Bartlett,  on  the  re- 
lative improvement  of  the  sciences  and  of  the  human  race,  and  on  the 
influence  of  the  former  in  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  latter.  After 
which  the  degree  of  ]\I.D.  was  conferred  upon  21  gentlemen. 

The  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  was  conferred  upon  the 
following  gentlemen  :  Samuel  B.  Barlow,  Florida,  Orange  County, 
N.  Y.  James  W.  Smith,  Rochester,  N.  Y.  JNathaniel  Smith,  Ben- 
nington, Vt.  The  ceremonies  were  concluded  with  an  appropriate  ad- 
dress to  the  graduates  by  Dr.  Childs. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  the  institution,  held  on  the  29th  Aug., 
1837, the  degree  of  Doctor  of  IMedicine  was  conferred  upon  8  gentlemen. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  Hart,  of  New  York,  has  recovered  damages 
of  Wood,  the  singer,  to  the  amount  of  ^3000,  for  spitting  in  his  face. 
This  is  more  than  he  would  have  earned  in  four  years,  as  a  reporter  to  a 
paper,  having  abandoned  the  practice  of  his  profession. — Dr.  J.  R.  Bur- 
den has  been  elected  Speaker  of  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania. — The  city 
of  Boston  has  contributed  (^454,400  to  the  Massachusetts  General  Hos- 
pital, since  its  first  establishment. — Twelve  thousand  francs  are  offered  by 
the  government  of  Lower  Canada,  for  the  arrest  of  Dr.  Wolfred  Nelson, 
a  patriot. —  The  number  of  surgeons  in  the  U.  S.  Navy  has  been  in- 
creased, the  past  year,  from  forty-four  to  fifty,  which  is  not  more  than 
half  enough. — The  cholera  had  again  made  its  appearance  in  the  Pro- 
vinces of  St.  Salvador  and  Gautamala,  Central  America,  and  had  been 
marked  with  unusual  fatality,  but  on  the  1st.  of  October  was  declining. 
In  the  Provinces  of  Nicaragua  and  Honduras,  it  has  made  dreadful 
havoc. — The  smallpox  has  broken  out  in  Eastport,  Me.  —  Dr.  Ruschen- 
berger,  fleet  surgeon  in  the  Peacock,  has  in  press  at  Philadelphia,  the 
voyage  of  that  vessel  round  the  world. — Dr.  Morrison,  of  Toronto,  was 
taken  prisoner  by  the  royalists,  in  the  late  tumult  in  the  capital  of  Up- 
per Canada. — Dr.  C.  Ticknor,  of  New  York,  author  of  "  The  Philoso- 
phy of  Living,"  has  in  press  a  volume  of  three  hundred  pages,  entitled, 
"  A  Popular  Treatise  on  Medical  Philosophy,  or  an  exposition  of  quack- 
ery and  imposture  in  medicine." 

Died, — At  Philadelphia,  Dr.  Philip  Syng  Physic,  aged  70,  long  distinguished 
for  being  the  first  surgeon  in  America. — At  Paris,  Dr.  D.  Franklin  Holmes,  of 
Philadelphia.— At  Sterling,  Geo.,  Dr.  Francis  E.  K.  Miller,  aged  24. 
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To  Correspondents. — A  history  of  the  Smallpox  in  Lowell,  and  a  paper  on 
Lobelia  inflata,  are  on  file  for  next  week. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Dec.  16,  29.     Males,  14 — Females,  15. 

Consumption,  8 — convulsions,  1 — typhus  fever,  2 — scarlatina,  1 — decline,  1 — inflammation  of  the 
brain,  1 — apoplexy,  2— disease  of  the  heart,  2 — inflamnialion  of  the  lunga,  1 — intemperance,! — 
teething,  1 — chiid-bed,  1 — old  age,  I — infantile,    1 — fits,  1 — stillborn,  1. 


MEDICAL   L\  ST  RUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupilson  the  following  terms  : 

The  pupil.^  will  be  adiniUeJ  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  tliey  witness  there.  Ins:ructiou,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  be 
given  iti  the  intervals  of  the  publiclectures,  every  week  day. 

On  .Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  (-^liildren,  and  on  Cliemisuy,  by  Dr.  Chanming. 
On  Physiology,  Pathology,  'J'herapeuiics,  and  Materia  iledica,  -  -     "      Dr.  Ware. 

On  tlie  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,         -  .        .        .        .        .  '<      Dr.  Otis. 

On   Anatomy,        .---  ......  _  "       Dr.  Lewis. 

Tiie  sLuilenls  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  h.ive  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lignls  and  l"uel  witlmit  any  charge.  'J'he  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

'J'iie  fees  are  ^100 — to  be  paiil  in  advance.  No  credit  given,  e-tcept  on  sufficient  secuiity  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  sis  months. 

.-Vpplicalious  are  to  be  m.ide  lo  Dr.  Walter  Chanuing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  the  Tremont  House, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHANMNG, 

JOHN  WARE, 
Oct.  IS— tf  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

WlNoLOW  LEWIS,  JR. 

VACCINE   VIRUS. 

Physicians  in  any  section  of  the  United  folates  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  Pure  Vaccine 
ViRL's  by  return  mail,  on  addressing  the  ediloi  ot  the  Boston  Medical  and  t^ursical  Journal,  enclos- 
ing one  dollar,  poslpuiil,  without  which,  no  letter  will  be  laken  from  the  post  office.  Oct.  25. 

MEDICAL    SCHOOL    OF   MAINE. 

The  Medical  Lectures  at  Bowdoin  College  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  19th  of  February,  1838. 
Anatomy   and  Surgery,   by  Joseph  RoBy,  M.D.,   late   Demonstrator   of  Anatomy  in   the   Medical 

School  of  Harvard  University. 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  Obstetrics  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  James  M'Keen,  M.D. 
Chemistry  and  Materia  .\ledica,  by  Parker  Cleaveland,  M.D. 

The  Anatomical  Cabinet  and  the  Library  are  annually  increasing. 

Every  person,  becoming  a  member  of  this  institution,  is  required  previously  to  present  satisfactory 
evidence  of  possessing  a  good  moral  character. 

The  amount  of  fees  for  the  lectures  is  ,§50.     The  lectures  continue  three  months. 

Degrees  are  conferred  at  the  close  of  the  lecture  term  in  May,  and  at  the  following  Commence- 
ment of  the  College  in  September. 

Professor  M'Keex,  who  has  been  absent  during  the  last  year,  visiting  the  hospitals  of  Great  Britain 
and  France,  will  return  to  this  country  before  the  commencement  of  the  lectures. 

P.  CLEAVELAND,  Secretary. 
Brunswick, Oct.  1837.  Nov.  8 — eop6t 

MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  medical  instruction.  A  convenient  room 
has  been  provided  for  this  purpose,  which  will  be  open  to  the  students  at  all  hours.  They  will  have 
access  lo  an  extensive  medical  library,  and  every  other  necessary  facility  for  the  acquirement  of  a 
thorough  medical  education. 

Opportunities  will  be  offered  for  the  observation  of  diseases  and  their  treatment  in  Jiro  Dispensary 
districts,  embracing  Wards  1,  2  and  3,  and  in  ca.tes  which  will  be  treated  at  the  room  daily. 

Instruction  will  be  given  by  clinical  and  other  lectures,  and  by  e.xaminations  at  least  twice  a  week. 
Sufficient  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  .-Knatomy. 

For  further  iiiformation,  application  maybe  made  at  the  room,  over  103  Hanover  street,  or  to 
the  subscribers.  EPUR.\LM  BUCK,  M.D. 

ASA  B.  SNOW,  M.D. 
E.  WALTER  LEACH,  .M.D. 
Boston,  August^,  1837.  HENRY  G.  CLARK,  .M.D. 

JOSEPH  MORI.\RTY,  M.D. 
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SMALLPOX   IN   LOWELL,  MASS. 

BT   JOHN    O.    GREEN,    M.D. 
[Coniinunicated   for  the  Boston   Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

On  the  22cl  of  Sept.  last,  an  Irish  woman,  by  the  name  of  Garvey, 
came  to  this  city,  from  Quebec,  travelling  mostly  on  foot,  and  bringing 
in  her  arms  a  child  about  a  year  and  a  half  old.  She  at  once  resorted  to 
the  quarter  of  our  city  occupied  exclusively  by  our  Irish  population,  and 
gained  admittance  to  the  second  Billiard  house,  so  called,  on  Fenvvick 
street.  These  houses  are  five  in  number;  they  are  large  wooden  build- 
ings of  two  stories,  constructed  entirely  with  reference  to  this  kind  of 
tenants,  and  containing  sixty  tenements.  Each  tenement  consists  of 
one  room,  and,  perhaps,  a  bed  room  ;  and  is  generally  occupied  by  a 
family,  in  some  cases  of  eight  or  ten  individuals,  with  a  large  proportion 
of  children.  This  whole  neighborhood  is  composed  of  dwellings,  simi- 
lar, but  not  so  capacious;  and  the  whole  street  and  group,  for  dense 
population,  filth,  and  the  utter  destitution  of  every  essential  to  health 
and  virtue,  certainly  cannot  be  equalled  by  any  of  our  elder  cities. 

The  women  of  this  house,  where  Mrs.  G.  gained  admission,  very 
soon  discovered  that  her  child  was  ill  with  the  smallpox,  and  somewhat 
unwilling  to  expose  their  children,  obliged  her  to  take  possession  of  a 
chamber  in  the  attic.  She  was  kept  in  this  room  until  Sept.  25.  three 
days,  when  their  apprehensions  getting  the  better  of  their  hospitality,  they 
supplied  her  with  money,  and  she  took  the  half-price  car  on  Monday 
morning,  September  25th,  for  Boston,  with  her  sick  child  in  her  arms. 
Here  she  forthwith  repaired  to  the  Worcester  Rail  Road  office,  and 
thence  to  Worcester.  The  child  lived  until  she  reached  her  husband, 
who  was  at  work  on  the  Western  Rail  Road,  about  four  miles  from  Wor- 
cester, where  it  died  at  an  advanced  stage  of  smallpox. 

On  the  10th  of  October,  an  Irishman,  very  unintentionally,  divulged 
the  secret  to  one  of  the  health  commissioners,  that  there  were  some 
supposed  cases  of  smallpox  in  the  quarter  of  the  city  above  named  ; 
and  in  the  afternoon  of  this  day,  I  found  four  children  sick  with  the  dis- 
ease. They  had  been  most  carefully  concealed  by  their  parents,  al- 
though some  of  them  were  as  far  advanced  as  the  sixth  or  eighth  day, 
with  confluent  smallpox. 

When  we  take  into  view  the  crowded  state  of  this  population,  their 
peculiar  habits  of  associating  together,  especially  about  the  sick,  their 
want  of  cleanliness,  their  repugnance  to  vaccination,  from  ignorance  of 
21 
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its  advantages  (tiearly  all  the  adults  liavin;;  had  the  smallpox),  and  the  fact 
that  the  disease  had  been  here  concealed  most  studiously  for  nearly  three 
weeks,  it  is  at  once  apparent  that  no  other  course  than  the  speedy  re- 
moval of  the  infected,  seemed  consistent  with  the  public  safety. 

According,ly,  on  the  morning  of  October  11th,  in  two  hours,  no  less 
than  eleven  children,  in  all  staa;es  of  the  disease,  were  detected  and  re- 
moved to  the  hospital.  Of  tliese  eleven,  six  were  from  the  house 
vvjiere  Mrs.  G.  staid  ;  four  were  from  the  adjoining,  distant  oidy  five 
feet  ;  and  one  from  another  house,  about  six  rods  ofi",  on  the  same  side 
of  the  street.  The  whole  number  eventually  removed  from  the  house 
in  which  it  first  appeared,  was  nine  ;  in  fact,  every  individual  in  that 
house  who  had  not  had  smallpox,  took  it,  except  one  infant  protected 
by  vaccination. 

The  subsequent  admissions  to  the  hospital  were  as  follows : 

Oct.   11,11  cases  from  Fenwickst.     Oct.  23,  2  cases  from  Fenwick  St. 
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It  will  be  observed  that  nineteen  cases  were  from  Fenwick  street, 
where  the  disease  began.  Twenty-five  were  under  ten  years  of  age, 
and  seven  cases  were  fatal.  Up  to  the  3d  November,  when  we  had 
had  tu-enty-nine  cases,  it  was  very  easy  to  trace  the  manner  in  which 
each  individual  had  contracted  the  disease.  After  this  time,  it  was  not 
possible  to  do  it. 

The  facts  connected  with  the  Johnson  family  are  sufficiently  interest- 
ing to  require  distinct  notice.  In  the  same  car  in  which  Mrs.  G.  and 
her  child  went  to  Boston,  September  2oili,  also  went  INlr.  Johnson. 
On  Monday  evening,  October  9th,  he  was  attacked  with  violent  febrile 
symptoms.  On  Thursday  evening  following,  an  eruption  began  to  ap- 
pear upon  him,  which  was  pronounced  to  be  smallpox  on  the  following 
day,  and  October  14th,  Saturday  evening,  he  was  removed  to  the  hos- 
pital. His  case  proved  to  be  confluent  nearly  all  over  the  head  and 
trunk,  characterized  early  by  great  oppression  of  the  brain,  the  pock 
with  purplish  centres  and  large  blisters  of  dark-colored  serum  inter- 
spersed. He  died  on  the  afternoon  of  the  21st,  on  the  12th  day  of  the 
disease. 

At  the  time  of  his  attack,  his  family  consisted  of  his  wife,  six  sons, 
the  eldest  fourteen  years  old,  two  female  domestics,  three  male  and  two 
female  boarders;  in  all,  fourteen  persons.  They  had  all  had  the  vac- 
cine disease  but  the  six  boys  and  two  of  the  boarders.  The  day  the 
disease  was  declared  to  be  smallpox  in  the  father,  they  were  all  vacci- 
nated with  several  quills  in  each.  On  the  following  Monday,  the  vacci- 
nation was  repeated.  In  the  course  of  that  week  it  was  repeated  again, 
and  on  Monday,  the  23d,  it  was  again  done  by  a  neighbor  from  a  fresh 
arm.     The  result  was  as  follows. 
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William,  the  eldest,  escaped  entirely,  his  vaccination  of  the  16th  be- 
ing successful,  as  was  also  that  of  the  two  boarders. 

Joseph,  aged  II,  was  seized  violently  on  the  evening  of  Friday,  the 
27th.  He  liad  excruciating  pain  in  the  abdomen,  limbs  and  back,  inces- 
sant vomiting,  and  delirium.  On  28th.  entered  the  hospital,  and  on  the 
30lh  the  eruption  commenced  on  the  chest  and  neck.  At  this  time  his 
vaccination  of  the  23d  was  perfect.  Upon  each  arm  I  never  witnessed 
a'more  regular  and  beautiful  vaccine  pustule.  As  the  eruption  appeared, 
his  symptoms  mitigated,  although  previously  very  threatening.  He  went 
through  the  smallpox  with  a  copious  but  distinct  eruption,  and  without  the 
least  modification,  unless  it  was  that  the  pustules  upon  the  face  were  un- 
commonly small.  The  vaccine  pustules  were  eventually  nearly  de- 
stroyed by  the  encroachment  of  the  variolous  ones. 

Cyrus,  aged  9,  went  into  the  hospital  with  the  rest  of  the  family  on 
the  28th,  but  did  not  complain.  On  the  29th  he  began  to  erupt.  He 
had  a  very  moderate  eruption  of  variola,  and  kept  about  all  the  time. 
His  vaccination  of  the  23d  produced  a  little  pale  red  conical  tumor,  with 
a  good  deal  of  surrounding  redness,  but  soon  disappeared. 

Charles,  aged  7.  His  vaccination  apparently  produced  no  effect.  He 
sickened  on  the  23d,  and  had  a  copious,  distinct,  variolous  eruption  on 
the  26th.     The  disease  was  perfectly  regular,  but  severe. 

Andrew,  aged  5,  had  the  disease  with  about  the  same  violence  as 
Charles,  his  vaccination  never  having  shown  any  effect.  He  was  at- 
tacked and  entered  same  time  as  Charles. 

Horace,  aged  2.  His  arm,  from  the  vaccination,  put  on  the  same  ap- 
pearances as  that  of  Cyrus.  He  had  variola  at  the  same  time  and  with 
the  same  mildness  as  Cyrus,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  pustules. 

One  of  the  domestics,  aged  forty-five,  says  she  was  vaccinated  by  a 
physician  about  eight  years  ago.  She  has  a  large,  deep  scar  upon  the 
arm,  but  without  the  indentations  which  are  characteristic  of  the  vaccine 
scar.  She  watched  with  Mr.  Johnson  on  the  night  of  the  10th.  On 
the  23d  she  had  slight  illness,  and  on  the  26th,  a  pretty  copious  erup- 
tion on  the  face  and  neck  only.  These  papulae  went  on  to  enlarge,  and 
on  the  fourth  day  were  conical,  without  any  central  depression.  On 
the  filth  they  were  filled  with  opake  matter,  and  soon  began  to  desiccate, 
so  that  on  November  6th,  having  had  a  mild  varioloid,  she  was  well. 
The  other  members  nf  the  family  escaped  without  any  sickness. 

Edward  Kelly,  a  neighbor,  aged  twenty-three,  watched  with  ^Mr. 
Johnson  October  13,  and  was  engaged  to  remove  some  bedding  after 
Mr.  Johnson  was  carried  to  the  hospital.  He  was  inoculated  with 
smallpox  when  he  was  nine  months  old,  and  has  its  scars,  and  also  scars 
on  the  face.  With  very  little  constitutional  disorder,  on  the  25th,  he 
broke  out  with  a  very  copious  pustular  eruption  upon  the  face  and  chest. 
He  entered  the  hospital  on  the  30th.  In  nine  days,  that  is,  November 
3d,  the  scales  had  all  fallen,  leaving  indurated  knobs  under  the  cuticle. 
This  was  the  second  varioloid. 

Mrs.  D.,  a  sister  of  Mr.  Johnson,  who  was  with  him  some  hours 
about  the  time  he  began  to  break  out,  and  visited  him  in  the  hospital 
the  day   before  he  died,  and  who  had  the  vaccine  disease  about  ten 
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years  ago,  with  a  perfect  scar,  was  attacked  with  severe  premonitory 
syinptonis,  October  ^l.  A  single  pustule  appeared  on  the  hand,  Octo- 
ber '2b\\\,  and  a  dozen  others  followed  on  the  face  and  scalp,  consti- 
tuting tlie  third  varioloid. 

The  coexistence  of  the  variolous  and  vaccine  diseases  was  equally  as 
striking  in  two  other  cases  in  the  hospital,  as  in  the  case  of  Joseph 
Johnson.  In  each  of  these  two,  there  was  no  a|)parent  modification, 
unless  in  the  smaller  size  of  the  pustules  in  the  face,  whicli  was  certainly 
true  in  all. 

It  is  worthy  of  note,  that  in  the  family  on  the  Lawrence  corporation, 
consisting  of  forty-six  females,  one  of  the  largest  boarding  houses  in  the 
city,  the  individual  attacked  with  the  smallpox  was  the  only  unvacci- 
nated   one  in  the  house ;  and  no  other  case  followed  on  that  corporation. 

Among  twenty-four  persons  employed  at  the  hospital  as  nurses  and 
attendants,  seventeen  had  had  smallpox,  and  seven  the  vaccine  disease. 
One  of  the  former  had  a  single  variolous  pustule  upon  the  hand,  yet 
none  of  the  latter  were  in  the  least  degree  affected.  Of  fifteen  physi- 
cians who  made  occasional  visits  to  the  hospital,  not  one  suffered  at  all. 

In  Fenwick  street  and  its  immediate  vicinity,  the  Irish,  with  great 
willingness,  brought  forward  their  children  for  vaccination.  On  the  12th 
of  October,  two  days  after  the  disease  was  discovered  among  them,  197 
children  were  vaccinated.  On  the  17th,  19th,  and  23d  of  October, 
and  1st  and  7th  of  November,  200  more,  so  that  not  less  than  400 
were  vaccinated  in  that  neighborhood.  The  last  case  of  smallpox  from 
this  street  was  October  24th. 

We  do  not  mean  to  have  it  understood  that  vaccination  was  confined 
to  this  quarter  of  the  city.  There  exists  aiuong  all  the  incorporated 
companies  here,  a  permanent  arrangement  which  insures  to  every  indi- 
vidual in  their  employ,  and  to  their  families,  this  privilege  without  ex- 
pense. Through  this  arrangement  the  number  vaccinated  each  year  is 
very  large,  and  shows  the  fearful  extent  to  which  our  country  villages 
are  unprotected.  There  is,  of  course,  an  increased  demand  for  the 
operation  whenever  smallpox  appears  among  or  near  us.  Within  the 
last  fifteen  years,  the  term  of  my  residence  here,  we  have  had  several 
alarms.  In  January,  1824,  a  fatal  case  occurred  in  this  town.  In 
March,  1824,  another  case,  which  recovered.  In  November,  1833,  a  single 
case  at  Billerica  mills,  about  four  miles  from  this.  In  December,  1835, 
a  single  case  at  Dracut,  about  one  jnile  from  our  mills.  In  February, 
1837,  two  cases  in  this  city.  These,  together  with  the  present,  consti- 
tute all  my  experience  with  the  smallpox.  Limited  as  it  is,  however, 
and  as  it  must  be  to  every  practitioner  under  forty  years  of  age  in  New 
England,  it  seems  to  me  to  add  some  additional  weight  to  the  following 
propositions,  viz.  : 

1.  That  our  confidence  in  the  protective  power  of  vaccination  needs 
not  to  be  impaired. 

2.  That  the  number  of  cases  of  varioloid,  even  under  circumstances 
of  great  exposure  to  the  worst  forms  of  smallpox,  is  very  small. 

3.  That   vaccination    has  no   power  of  preventing  or   even   modify- 
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ing   smallpox,  if  not   liaH    recourse    to   before  the  system  has  become 
contaminated. 

4.  That  those  who  are  successfully  vaccinated  three  days  after  the 
exposure  to  smallpox,  will  escape. 

5.  Tliat  leuijth  of  time  has  no  tendency  to  diminish  the  effect  of 
kinepox  in  the  prevention  of  smallpox. 

6.  That  the  kincpock  is  a  better  protection  against  varioloid  than 
smallpox  the  natural  way  or  by  inoculation. 

In  our  vaccination  on  a  lari,'e  scale  for  the  Companies,  the  following 
mode  is  the  most  general — in  fact,  nearly  universal.  It  con)bines  econo- 
my of  time  and  materials  with  the  greatest  certainty.  A  portion  of  the 
crust  is  pulverized  and  rubbed  up  with  water,  so  as  to  form  a  fluid  paste, 
at  the  time  of  using  it.  The  puncture  is  made  with  the  lancet  in  the 
usual  place,  and  a  quill,  dipped  in  this  liquid,  is  inserted  and  allowed  to 
remain  about  ten  minutes.  A  further  saving  of  time  may  be  effected 
by  pointing  the  quills  with  the  paste  and  allowing  it  to  dry  upon  them. 
But  they  should  be  prepared  only  a  short  time  before  using.  The  num- 
ber of  failures,  even  with  a  crust  three  or  four  months  old,  will  be  sur- 
prisingly small. 

In  vaccinating  individuals,  the  surest  mode  is  the  insertion  of  a  small 
portion  of  the  crust,  in  its  dry  slate,  with  the  point  of  a  lancet. 

Much  of  the  hesitation  and  error  prevailing  among  us,  have  arisen 
from  the  circumstance  that  the  early  friends  of  vaccination  believed  and 
boasted  too  much  :  they  boldly  asserted  that  vaccination  was  a  perfect 
safeguard  in  all  cases  ;  and  that,  too,  in  the  face  of  numerous  facts,  de- 
monstrably proving  that  the  most  violent  course  of  smallpox  could  not 
always  withdraw  the  sufferer  from  the  power  of  a  second  infection.  It 
is  not  surprising  thai  some  persons  should  have  seized  upon  the  excep- 
tions to  sliow  that,  as  a  part  of  the  doctrine  was  untrue,  the  whole 
might  or  must  be  so.  Such  is  actually  the  slate  of  things  among  us 
nolo:  and  it  seems  to  us  that  if  the  public  could  be  once  completely 
enlightened  as  to  the  real  degree  of  efficacy,  these  exceptions  would 
not  weigh  a  feather  against  the  general  tenor  and  amount  of  our  success. 

Lowell,  Dec.  15th,  1837. 


LOBELIA  INFLATA   (L/JV.). 
[Coniinunicated    for   the    Boston  Medical  .irirt   Surgical   Journal.] 

Notwithstanding  this  article  has  been  known,  written  upon,  and  oc- 
casionally used,  from  time  immemorial,  still  I  know  of  no  treatise  on 
the  article  that  would  lead  the  student  to  a  correct  understanding  of  its 
operative  effects  or  therapeutic  application  to  disease.  Like  many  of 
my  medical  brethren,  I  formerly  entertained  no  very  favorable  opinion 
of  the  therapeutic  properties  of  this  article  ;  but  finding  no  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  testing  its  operation,  I  have  embraced  every  convenient  op- 
portunity of  doing  so,  and  the  following  is  a  brief  summary  of  the  re- 
sults of  my  observations. 

"  This  article   belongs  to  that  class  of  remedies  which  are  known  to 
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exert  a  peculiar  influence,  or  produce  a  general  change  of  action,  in  the 
secernent  and  absorbent  systems,  removing  torpor  and  occasioning  im- 
proved and  increased  secretions  from  the  liver  and  other  digestive  or- 
gans, and  also  from  all  the  glandular  viscera;  and,  by  virtue  of  this 
operation,  relieving  certain  dysthetic  or  cachectic  diseases,  and  often 
likewise  causing  a  direct  revolution  of  many  atonic  acute,  sub-acute,  and 
chronic  inflammations,  not  only  of  the  cranial,  thoracic  and  abdominal 
viscera,  but  also  of  the  membranes,  muscles  and  joints."  hobelia  in- 
jlata, on  being  masticated,  imparts  to  the  mouth  and  fauces  a  disagree- 
able acrid  and  burning:  taste,  which  remains  long  afterwards.  It  is  ex- 
pectorant, that  is,  the  continued  internal  employment  of  lobelia,  in  as 
large  doses  as  can  be  taken  without  disquieting  the  stouiach,  and  re- 
peated at  regular  and  short  intervals,  removes  torpor  from  the  lungs, 
promotes  the  secretion  and  excretion  of  mucus,  and  muco-purulent  n)at- 
ter  from  the  bronchial  membrane,  and  the  secretion  from  the  salivary 
glands.  In  addition  to  this,  it  exerts  a  specific  operation  on  the  pul- 
monary system,  often  diminishing  the  pulnionnry  secretion  when  mor- 
bidly increased,  or  improving  or  restoring  to  healthy  action  any  morbid 
deviation.  It  is  cholagogue.  It  removes  torpor  of  the  liver,  occasions 
regular  and  increased  secretions  from  that  viscus  when  preternaturally 
deficient,  or  even  when  natural,  and  also  from  the  digestive  organs  gen- 
erally, thereby  increasing  peristaltic  action.  It  is  resolvent.  Its  power 
of  removing  or  diminishing  atonic  arthritic  articular  inflammation,  has 
long  been  known.  It  has  also  been  recommended  in  membranific  in- 
flammation of  the  larynx  and  trachea,  and  1  am  quite  certain  that  it  is 
not  less  efficient  in  resolving  atonic  erythematic  inflammation  of  the 
bronchial  membrane.  It  is  unquestionably  narcotic.  Of  this,  in  my 
practice,  I  have  seen  but  very  little,  for  when  given  in  ordinary  doses, 
in  proper  cases,  and  judiciously  managed,  I  feel  confident  that  its  nar- 
cotic power  is  so  weak  that  it  will  rarely  do  mischief.  Yet  when  given 
in  extraordinary  quantities,  or  continued  too  long,  or  in  cases  too  irrita- 
ble and  loo  susceptible  to  admit  of  its  administration,  as  is  no  uncofn- 
mon  occurrence  among  certain  privileged  pretenders,  it  is  sufficiently 
narcotic  to  produce  serious  symptoms,  and  we  not  unfrequently  hear  of 
restlessness,  anxiety,  prostration  of  muscular  strength,  coldness,  vertigo, 
cramps,  and  rigidity  of  the  muscles,  following  its  use.  When  given  in 
small  doses  and  often  repeated,  I  have  occasionally  seen  burning  in  the 
stomach,  great  restlessness,  uneasiness  and  anxiety  produced  by  it,  but 
never  in  cases  that  1  consider  proper  for  its  administration.  That  it  ever 
destroys  life,  I  must  be  jiermitted  to  doubt.  It  is  emetic.  This  article, 
when  given  in  full  doses,  promptly  increases  the  salivary,  bronchial,  gas- 
tric and  biliary  secretions,  and  freely  and  efficiently  discharges  these 
fluids  with  the  contents  of  the  stomach.  In  my  hands  it  has  uniformly 
operated  kindly,  producing  less  exhaustion,  less  protracted  nausea,  and 
less  liquid  discharges,  than  antimony,  and  more  efficiently  than  cephaelis 
'ipecac,  sanguinaria  can.,  or  zinc,  and  not  less  prompt  than  copper  or 
per  sub.  mercury.  As  an  emetic  for  clearing  the  stomach  of  any  offend- 
ing matter,  morbid  secretions,  or  for  the  purposes  of  producing  a  pow- 
aiful  shock  on  the  system,  removing  torpor,  or  resolving  certain  non- 
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phlogistic  diseases,  I  consider  it  in  all  respects  an  eligible  article.  But 
lor  tiie  mere  purpose  of  reduction  in  phlogistic  diseases,  I  think  it  not  at 
all  adapted  ;  lor,  not  to  mention  the  injury  its  acrimony  might  produce, 
its  action  either  on  the  alimentary  canal,  kidneys  or  skin,  is  too  incon- 
siderable to  render  it  of  any  value  as  a  reducing  agent. 

The  properties  oi  lobelia  reside  principally  in  the  seeds,  capsules  and 
leaves.  The  seeds  are  the  strongest,  and  as  they  do  not  so  readily  im- 
part their  acrimony  when  taken  into  the  mouth,  may  be  administered 
when  the  tincture  and  infusion  are  objected  to  on  account  of  their  acri- 
mony. The  plant  should  be  collected  the  last  of  its  flowering  season, 
before  the  early  capsules  burst,  or  the  plant  becomes  dry.  This  is  usu- 
ally about  the  last  of  August. 

Mode  of  administration. — It  is  given  in  the  form  of  officinal  tincture, 
infusion,  or  the  dry  seed  may  be  very  conveniently  administered  in  any 
suitable  vehicle.  As  this  plant,  like  other  acrids,  loses  much  of  its  pro- 
perties by  keeping,  the  recent  plant  should  be  selected  for  pharmaceutic 
purposes,  or  for  keeping,  and  excluded  from  the  air  in  close  vessels. 
The  dose  is  a  relative  thing,  but  generally,  for  an  emetic,  fsij-  or  fsiij. 
of  the  officinal  tincture,  or  from  four  to  twelve  grains  of  the  seed.  For 
deobstruent  purposes,  where  it  is  desirable  to  avoid  disturbing  the  stom- 
ach, fsss.  of  the  tincture,  two  grains  of  the  seed,  or  four  grains  of  the 
pulverized  leaves,  are  a  medium  dose. 

Therapeutic  application. — This  article,  like  all  other  deobstruents, 
requires  a  certain  range  for  its  action.  That  is,  it  is  improper  in  all  the 
entonic  phlogotica.  Neither  is  it  adapted  to  cases  where  there  is  much 
irritation  or  exhaustion  of  the  system.  Jt  is  best  adapted  to  cases  of 
torpor  ivithout  exhaustion.  If  given  in  an  entonic  state  of  the  system, 
its  use  must  be  preceded  by  venesection,  refrigeration  and  reduction  ;  or 
if  when  there  is  irritation,  pain,  or  symptoms  of  considerable  nervous 
susceptibility,  its  use  nmst  be  accompanied  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
papaver  or  morphia  to  quiet  the  pain  and  irritation.  In  fact,  I  have  in 
most  cases,  when  given  in  suiall  doses  for  deobstruent  purposes,  com- 
bined it  with  a  small  quantity  of  morphia.  1  have  thought  that  this 
qualified  or  corrected  its  action,  and  enabled  the  system  to  receive  a 
lar2;er  quantity  without  unpleasant  effects,  and  thereby  I  have  been  able 
to  obtain  a  greater  effect  from  the  article.  When  there  is  much  ex- 
haustion, its  use  should  be  accompanied  with  wine,  or  even  brandy. 
When  given  for  emetic  purposes,  to  insure  safety,  I  have  never  given 
more  than  fjss.  of  the  tincture,  or  twenty  grains  of  the  seeds,  and  if 
free  and  satisfactory  emesis  did  not  take  place,  I  have  administered  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  cephaelis  or  zinc  to  answer  the  purpose. 

To  notice  the  abuses  of  an  article  that  is  so  easily  managed,  is  too 
humiliating  for  any  intelligent  member  of  the  profession.  The  idea, 
however,  that  medicine  is  so  simple  that  it  may  be  learned  without  la- 
bor or  study,  and  may  be  practised  by  any  one,  no  matter  how  ignorant, 
if  he  can  command  twenty  dollars,  is  too  flattering  and  tempting  to  the  ig- 
norant and  indolent  to  be  resisted  ;  the  result  is,  that  the  care  of  the  sick, 
their  health,  happiness,  and  even  their  lives,  are  often  entrusted  to  a  set  of 
men  with  whom  we  would  not  trust  a  dollar,  whom  we  would  not  suffer 
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to  keep  a  district  school,  or  to  transact  the  most  ordinary  concerns  of 
life.  Medicines  are  given  in  improper  (]uantities  and  cases,  and  the 
most  serious  consequences,  the  loss  of  health  and  life,  are  the  result. 
If  the  public  will  tolerate  such  things,  I  care  not  how  much  they  suffer. 
"  A  whip  for  the  horse,  a  bridle  for  the  ass,  and  a  rod  for  the  fool's 
back,"  said  Solomon  ;  see  Proverbs  xxvi.  verse  3d.  A. 

Meriden,  Ct.,  Dec.  loth,  1837. 


FORMATION  OF   THE   EAR. 

[Communicated    for  the    Boston  Medical  and    Suicical  Journal.] 

The  human  ear  presents,  in  its  structure,  a  number  of  mathematical 
relations  which  are  explicable  on  the  supposition  that  its  development  is 
the  joint  effect  of  the  vibrations  of  two  elastic  mediums  impinging  on 
each  other;  one  without,  which  serves  as  a  vehicle  for  the  transmis- 
sion of  sounds,  the  other  within,  and  immediately  contiguous  to  the 
acoustic  nerves.  The  most  complete  of  these  are  the  shape  and  posi- 
tion of  the  semicircular  canals,  and  the  cochlea.  The  external  ear  and 
the  ossiculae  afford  also  some  interesting  considerations,  but  as  they  are 
more  irregular  and  complex,  especially  when  viewed  with  reference  to 
the  imperfection  of  the  science  of  acoustics,  1  shall  only  attempt  to  show 
the  mode  of  formation  of  the  two  first. 

1.  The  semicircular  canals  are  three  cylindrical  and  symmetrical 
tubes. 

2.  They  have  each  an  enlargement  where  the  nervous  filaments 
enter. 

3.  They  are  curves,  the  concavities  of  which  all  look  towards  the 
vestibule. 

4.  The  planes  of  these  curves  are  perpendicular  to  each  other. 

Comparative  anatomy  exhibits  the  organ  of  hearing,  immediately  pre- 
vious to  the  formation  of  the  semicircular  canal,  as  consisting;  of  a 
couple  of  simple  sacs,  with  a  calcareous  body  suspended  in  a  fluid  con- 
tained within  them  by  nervous  filaments.  These  calcareous  bodies  1 
conceive  to  occupy  the  points  where  the  undulations  of  sound  are  con- 
centrated, and  are  formed  by  the  nervous  fluid  issuing  from  the  extremi- 
ties of  the  nerves  to  which  they  are  attached.  Perhaps  they  represent 
the  foci  of  two  spheres.  Their  use  in  this  primitive  form  is  to  re- 
ceive the  simple  impression  of  sound  occasioned  by  the  impulse  of  the 
sonorous  undulations,  being  incapable  of  appreciating  those  higher  modi- 
fications on  which  musical  notes  or  articulations  of  voice  depend.  From 
them  the  undulations  are  again  reflected,  and  the  liquid  in  which  they 
float  is  the  effect  of  the  vibrations  of  the  elastic  fluid  to  and  fro,  in  ex- 
ceedingly small  spaces,  as  they  diverge  or  converge  between  these  foci 
and  the  stratum  of  fluid  which  may  be  imagined  to  correspond  with  the 
circumferences  of  the  spheres  which  reflect  them.  In  this  stratum  the 
formation  of  a  nervous  expansion  would  take  place.  Were  these  vibra- 
tions perfectly  uniform  and   regular,  and  from  a  single  centre,  as  in  the 
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eye,  a  spherical  nervous  expansion,  like  the  retina,  whose  concavity 
looked  towards  that  centre,  would  he  formed.  The  absence  of  this 
regularity  in  the  ear  is  the  cause  of  the  membrane  dividing  and  forming 
the  semicircular  canals  and  sacculi. 

The  rudimentary  form  of  the  canals  is  first  distinctly  noticed  in  the 
lamprey.  The  membrane  of  the  vestibule  in  this  animal  is  thrown  into 
three  folds.  The  margins  of  these  folds,  looking  towards  the  vestibule, 
are  approximated,  and,  following  the  law  which  is  now  known  to  regu- 
late the  formation  of  hollow  tubes,  doubtless  unite  and  coalesce  in  the 
next  higher  species  of  fish.  As  soon  as  this  takes  place,  the  undula- 
tions are  no  longer  transmitted  to  the  nervous  fibrils  directly  from  the 
centre  of  the  vestibule,  but  enter  at  one  extremity  of  the  tube  and  pass 
to  the  other,  where  tliey  become  obliterated,  or  reflected  back  again. 
The  increased  concentration  of  nervous  fluid  at  the  point  where  this 
happens,  aided  by  the  lateral  direction  which  must  be  given  to  the  vi- 
brations, unless  (which  is  not  the  case)  they  impin2;e  perpendicularly  on 
a  plane  of  thai  fluid  at  right  angles  to  the  parietes  of  the  tube,  would 
occasion  the  enlargement  to  which  the  name  of  ampulla  is  applied. 

Several  forces  may  be  conceived  to  act  in  giving  the  semicircular 
form  to  the  canals.  The  oblique  direction  in  which  the  vibration  enters 
the  orifices  may  have  something  to  do  with  it,  as  friction  would  be  less 
setnicircularly  ;  but  it  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  two  following  circumstan- 
ces. 1.  The  nervous  fluid  is  diffusing  itself  equally  in  all  directions, 
like  heat  or  electricity,  from  any  point  where  it  accumulates  in  greater 
quantity  than  in  parts  contiguous.  The  nervous  expansion  of  the  vesti- 
bule may  be  considered  one  of  these  points.  A  stratum  of  this  fluid, 
then,  coinciding  with  that  half  of  the  cylinder  nearest  to  the  vestibule, 
is  more  dense  than  a  stratum  coinciding  with  the  opposite  half;  for  both 
being  equidistant  from  the  nervous  cord  within  the  canal,  that  portion  of 
the  fluid  radiating  from  this  cord  is  a  constant  quantity  in  each,  while  an 
excess  is  produced  in  the  one  nearest  the  vestibule  from  the  radiation 
thence.  Each  undulation  would,  therefore,  be  reflected  after  passing 
through  a  smaller  space  from  the  vestibular  portion  than  from  the  op- 
posite portion.  The  consequence  of  the  greater  length  of  these  undu- 
lations on  one  side  than  the  other,  would  be  the  gradual  removal  of  the 
bony  parietes  towards  the  side  where  the  undulations  are  longest,  until 
some  physical  modification  is  produced  which  counterbalances  the  dif- 
ference in  density  and  elasticity  of  the  two  strata.  This  physical  con- 
dition is  attained  when  one  of  these  strata  is  in  the  situation  of  a  con- 
vex reflecting  medium,  and  the  other  in  that  of  a  concave  reflecting 
medium  ;  the  effect  of  a  concave  reflecting  surface  being  to  concentrate, 
that  of  a  convex  being  to  disperse.  Such  is  the  manifest  relation  of 
the  two  opposite  halves  of  the  bony  cylinders  of  tlie  semicircular  canals 
of  the  ear.  2.  While  such  is  the  effect  of  tlie  undulations  themselves, 
the  fluid,  passing  off  from  the  nervous  expansions  on  the  membranous 
tubes,  also  causes  them  to  recede  from  the  vestibule,  in  consequence  of 
the  greater  counter-pressure  being  exerted  upon  them  in  a  direction  per- 
pendicular to  the  centre  of  the  nervous  fluid  in  the  vestibule. 

The  position  of  these  canals  relative  to  each  other  is  easily  accounted 
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for  by  considering  the  eflect  which  the  reaction  or  counter-pressure  of 
this  Huid,  radiating  from  every  |)oint  of  their  lengths,  must  have  upon  their 
disposition.  They  must  assume  a  position  as  nearly  corresponding  to  an 
equihlMiuin  as  is  coii)i)alible  with  the  above  conrlitions.  This  position 
for  three  curved  cylinders  whose  ends  approximate,  is  attained  when 
their  planes  are  perpendicular  to  each  other;  for  then  the  centres  of 
those  cylinders  are  at  the  greatest  possible  distance  from  each  other, 
allowing  the  fluid  to  radiate  from  all  points  of  their  surfaces  with  the 
least  possible  interference.  Hence  the  combined  repulsion  of  the  three 
tubes,  acting  perpendicularly  from  the  vestibule,  disposes  their  three 
concavities  to  look  in  that  direction,  while  their  mutual  repulsion  places 
them  in  planes  perpendicular  to  each  other. 

The  cochlea  is  developed  |)recisely  in  the  manner  of  a  turbinated 
shell,  which  it  resembles.  To  the  apex  of  every  spiral  shell  the  liga- 
ment adheres  by  which  the  animal  is  attached  to  its  bony  covering,  and 
this  connection  is  alwa\s  maintained,  even  though  the  body  of  the  ani- 
mal is  removed,  as  it  sometimes  is,  from  the  upper,  and  inhabits  the 
lower  part  of  the  shell.  If,  now,  we  suppose  the  nervous  fluid  to  pro- 
ceed along  the  course  of  the  fibres  of  this  ligament,  at  the  monient  it 
reaches  the  surface  of  the  animal  it  would  be  affected  in  the  same  way 
as  lifjlit  when  it  arrives  at  a  convex  surface  of  a  dense  medium,  and  is 
about  to  pass  into  another.  A  part  would  be  reflected  by  the  re- 
sistance it  meets  with,  and  since  it  could  not  be  thrown  back  perpen- 
dicularly, by  reason  of  the  fluid  continuing  to  issue  from  that  direction, 
it  would  be  compelled  to  move  over  the  surface  of  the  animal,  for  the 
stratum  of  space  contiguous  to  this  surface  is  where  the  two  mediums 
are  in  apposition  with  each  other  ;  and  if  the  motions  going  on  in  both 
do  not  coincide,  they  produce  an  effect  which  is  the  same  as  would  re- 
sult were  the  fluid  less  dense,  or  opposing  less  resistance  to  the  current 
moving  through  it,  than  through  any  other  stratum  of  either  medium.  It 
would,  therefore,  follow  this  in  pieference  to  any  other  direction. 

If  any  one  who  reads  this  will  be  at  the  trouble  of  examining  some 
of  these  shells,  he  will  be  able  to  appreciate  at  once  the  value  of  these 
observations.  He  may  recognize  no  less  than  five  or  six  different  points 
in  which  their  shape  and  structure  correspond  to  the  operation  of  the 
laws  of  a  fluid  such  as  I  have  supposed,  issuing  from  the  apex,  reflected 
and  acted  upon  by  a  force  compounded  of  two,  an  horizontal  and  a  ver- 
tical force,  in  the  diagonal  of  which  it  moves.  The  helical  turns,  their 
constant  expansion  vertically,  their  continual  departure  from  the  centre 
of  the  cone,  the  spines  and  undulations,  which  are  found  on  many  of 
them  at  regular  intervals,  and  the  disposition  of  the  crystal  of  carbonate 
of  lime  in  the  three  plates  of  the  lamina;  that  compose  the  shell,  are 
deducible  from  the  action  of  such  a  fluid,  with  mathematical  precision. 
Most  of  the  bivalve  shells  are  also  as  jjlainly  stamped  with  the  impres- 
sions of  this  fluid  on  their  surface,  as  flowers  with  colors. 

Applying  the  same  remarks  to  the  cochlea,  the  formation  of  its  bony 
parietes  may  be  understood.  The  nerve  that  passes  through  the  centre 
of  the  modiolus  corresponds  to  the  ligament  of  the  molluscous  animal. 
The  nervous  expansions  radiating  from  the  modiolus  as  a  base  line  into 
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the  spiral  tubes,  represent  tlie  body  of  the  animal,  from  which  the  fluid 
is  diverging  in  all  directions,  and  removes  the  spiral  turns  successively 
further  and  further  from  the  modiolus  as  they  ap|)roach  the  base.  U 
we  suppose  the  fluid  to  commence  its  departuie  from  that  point  of  the 
modiolus  where  liie  infundibuiuni  begins,  the  funnel  shape,  to  which 
that  name  is  given,  being  the  first  effect  of  its  divergence,  is  an  addi- 
tional corroboration  of  the  hyjjothesis.  A  further  confirmation  is  the  fact 
that  the  spiral  tubes  of  the  cochlea  are  developed  hom  the  apex,  and 
increase  towards  the  base,  in  the  successive  gradation  of  animals. 
Dec.  21,1837.  B.  H. 


SECONDARY   VARIOLOUS    OPHTHALMIA. 

BY     EDWARD    .(.    DAVK.NPORT,    M.D.,     BOSTO>". 
[Coiiiiniiiiicated  for  the   Boston  Medical   and   Surgical   Journal. [ 

Many  of  the  eruptive  fevers,  it  is  well  known,  are  accompanied  with,  or 
followed  by,  diseases  of  the  eye  and  its  appendages.  Thus  we  have  mor- 
billous  and  scarlatinous  ophthalmia,  as  the  result  of  measles  and  scarlet  fe- 
ver. Other  cutaneous  diseases  occasionally  invade  these  parts  ;  and  1  have 
recently  seen  a  patient  with  pytiriasis  rubra,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Gor- 
don, of  this  city,  in  whom  tlie  disease  had  effected,  extensively,  the  in- 
teguments of  the  e)(.!;ds  of  both  eyes.  In  former  times,  before  the 
practice  of  vaccination  had  become  general,  variola  was  a  very  con)mon 
cause  of  diseases  of  the  eye,  frequently  of  the  most  destructive  charac- 
ter. Hence  many  cases  of  indelible  opacity  of  the  cornea  and  staphy- 
loma, which  occur  in  this  way.  During  the  time  of  the  general  erup- 
tion on  the  body  and  face,  one  or  more  pocks  or  pustules  form  on  the 
cornea,  where,  unfortunately,  they  are  much  more  apt  to  occur  than  on 
the  conjunctiva  covering  the  sclerotica.  When  the  pustule  bursts,  the 
ulcer,  thus  formed,  spreads  and  deepens,  and  perforating  the  cornea  'Mves 
rise  to  protrusion  of  the  iris.  Then  lymph  being  thrown  out,  and  adhe- 
sions taking  place  between  the  iris  and  cornea,  a  dense  leucoma  or  indeli- 
ble opacity,  perhaps  complicated  with  closure  of  the  pupil  and  oblitera- 
tion of  the  anterior  chamber  of  the  eye,  would  result.  In  some  cases 
the  cornea  being  so  rimch  weakened  as  to  be  unable  lo  resist  the  pres- 
sure of  the  humors  from  behind,  is  protruded  more  or  less  between  the 
lids,  and  a  partial  or  total  staphyloma  takes  place.  Vision  is  entirely 
destroyed  in  some  cases,  while  in  others  it  is  impaired  only,  accordin<^  to 
the  situation  and  extent  of  the  opacity  consequent  upon  the  disease. 
Among  other  diseases  caused  by  smallpox.  I  have  seen,  more  than  once, 
in  children,  chronic  inflammation  with  pundent  discharge,  or  blenorrhoea 
of  the  lachrymal  sac,  attended,  of  course,  with  stillicidium  lachrymarum, 
and  the  usual  train  of  disagreeable  symptoms  resulting  hom  any  obstruc- 
tion of  the  excreting  parts  of  the  lachrymal  ort^ans.  The  margins  of 
the  eyelids  may  also  be  left,  by  an  attack  of  smallpox,  with  red  marks 
or  scars,  accompanied  by  a  great  proneness  to  inflammation  upon  any 
exposure ;  in  some  cases  an  inversion  of  the  eyeiaslies  may  occur,  &;c. 
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In  the  treatment  of  variolous  ophthalmia.  Mackenzie  speaks  of  vene- 
section, as  a  remedy  that  is  barely  admissible,  and  one  that  is  to  be 
made  use  of  with  the  greatest  caution.  This  caution  may  have  refer- 
ence to  the  state  of  the  patient's  system,  which  is  by  no  nieans  to  be 
disregarded  in  the  general  treatment  adopted  in  diseases  of  the  eye  ; 
but  under  ordinary  circumstances,  1  presume  that  variolous  ophthalmias 
require  the  same  remedies  as  other  acute  inflammations  of  this  organ. 
In  the  following  case,  the  good  effect  of  venesection,  in  subduing  inflam- 
mation, was  striking  and  immediate. 

James  Bell,  seaman,  28  years  of  age,  applied  18th  February.  On 
his  passage  from  Smyrna  to  this  port,  when  some  days  out,  he  was  at- 
tacked with  smallpox,  which  became  confluent  on  the  face.  During 
the  height  of  the  eruption,  the  eyelids  were  closed  and  adhered  together, 
as  frequently  happens  fron)  the  swelling  of  the  integuments,  and  the 
matter  discharged  from  the  meibomian  glands  in  a  state  of  irritation. 
Upon  the  subsidence  of  the  swelling  and  the  commencement  of  the 
process  of  desiccation  of  the  pustules,  he  examined,  of  his  own  accord, 
the  condition  of  his  eyes,  to  ascertain,  as  he  said,  whether  any  of  the 
"  pocks  "  had  affected  the  eyeballs.  He  found  them  free  from  any 
pock  or  inflammation,  and  there  existed  merely  a  stiffness  of  the  eye- 
lids and  a  slight  irritability  of  the  tunica  conjunctiva,  w^hich  rendered 
exposure  to  strong  light  somewhat  unpleasant.  He  considered  himself, 
indeed,  in  all  respects,  well  enough  to  return  to  his  duty  on  hoard  ship, 
when,  without  any  known  exciting  cause,  he  was  attacked  with  the 
ophthalmia,  on  account  of  which  he  now  applies.  The  disease  was  con- 
fined to  the  right  eye,  and  commenced  with  the  usual  symptoms  of 
acute  conjunctivitis,  such  as  a  feeling  of  roughness,  or  a  sensation  as  of 
sand  or  some  foreign  body  in  the  eye,  smarting  and  flow  of  tears. 
These  symptoms  were  very  soon  followed  with  pain  in  the  brow  over 
the  affected  eye,  extending  along  the  head,  on  the  right  side,  to  the  occi- 
put. The  character  of  this  pain  was  "sharp;"  it  was  invariably  ag- 
gravated at  night,  and  was  so  severe,  that  for  the  last  three  weeks  he 
had  had  no  quiet  sleep  at  all.  Upon  exposure  to  the  light,  or  upon 
using  the  well  eye,  he  experienced  a  darting  pain  through  the  inflamed 
eye,  which  obliged  him  immediately  to  desist.  Vision  became  impaired 
soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  attack.  Has  had  no  medical  treat- 
ment. Upon  removing  the  thick  bandages,  with  which,  in  accordance 
with  popular  error  and  prejudice,  the  inflamed  organ  was  bound  up, 
and  irritated  by  the  heat  and  the  retained  secretions,  the  vessels  both  of 
the  conjunctiva  and  sclerotic  were  found  to  be  much  injected  and  of  a 
dark-red  color.  The  vascularity,  however,  was  mostly  confined  to  the 
vicinity  of  the  cornea,  forming  around  that  membrane  a  broad  circle  or 
zone.  At  the  upper  part  of  the  cornea,  there  was  a  deep-seated  opaque 
spot,  of  a  dull-white  color ;  and  extending  from  this  towards  the  mar- 
gin, was  observed  a  nebulous  opacity  in  the  form  of  a  cone,  of  which 
the  dense  spot  formed  the  apex.  This  spot  was  a  pustule  situated  in 
the  substance  of  the  cornea,  and  from  the  circumstance  that  the  con- 
junctiva covering  it,  was  flattened  or  depressed,  it  may  be  inferred  that 
its  contents  had  either  been  discharged  in  some  way,  or,  what  is  more 
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probable,  bad  been  absorbed.  The  retiiaining  portion  of  tlie  cornea 
presented  a  bdzy  and  lack-lustre  appearance — il  the  tern)  is  allowable. 
The  pupil  was  contracted  and  motionless ;  but  the  exact  condition  of 
the  iris  and  pupil  could  not  be  ascertained,  owing  to  the  opacity  ol 
the  cornea.  Vision  was  nearly  extinct  ;  he  could  distinguish  the  light, 
he  said,  and  that  was  all.  Tongue  coated,  with  thirst  and  a  disagreea- 
ble taste  of  the  nioulh  ;  the  pulse  full  and  strong,  and  the  patient  ol  a 
robust  habit  of  body.  The  supra-orbital  pain — indicating,  according  to 
Mackenzie,  inflammation  of  some  of  the  more  important  textures  oi  the 
eyeball,  as  the  cornea,  sclerotic  and  internal  tunics — continuing  severe, 
he  was  bled  from  a  large  orifice  in  the  arm  to  twenty-five  ounces,  when 
he  became  faint.  Before  this  amount  had  been  taken,  and  previous  to 
any  indications  of  faintness,  the  patient  was  entirely  free  from  pain,  and 
tlie  power  ol  vision  was  so  far  restored  to  the  affected  eye,  as  to  enable 
liim  to  distinguish,  readily,  objects  in  the  room.  At  the  same  lime  the 
eyeball  became  nearly  as  pale  as  in  health,  and  a  very  perceptible  dmii- 
nution  of  the  liaziness  of  the  cornea  was  noticed.  This  rapid  disper- 
sion of  nebulous  or  diffused  opacity  of  the  cornea,  by  active  depletion, 
serves  to  show  that  such  opacities  may,  to  a  certain  extent,  be  depen- 
dent on  a  congested  state  of  tlie  serous  vessels  of  that  membrane,  which 
being  relieved,  the  natural  transparency  returns.  Iti  addition  to  the 
venesection,  the  patient  was  directed  to  take  a  full  dose  of  caloniel  and 
jalap,  and  to  have  six  or  eight  leeches  applied  to  the  temple  in  the 
evening;  also  to  apply  to  the  brow  an  anodyne  embrocation  with  tinc- 
ture of  stramonium.     Antiphlogistic  diet  and  rest. 

February  19.  Had  had  some  pain  about  the  brow,  which  was  re- 
lieved by  the  local  application.  The  redness  of  the  eye  and  the  opacity 
of  the  cornea  have  diminished  in  a  remarkable  manner,  the  entire  cornea 
having  regained  its  transparency,  except  a  small  spot  now  occupied  by 
the  pustule.  The  iris,  previously  concealed  from  view,  it  was  evident 
from  its  change  of  color,  from  the  contraction  of  the  pupil,  &c.,  had 
participated  in  the  inflammation  of  the  other  textures.  May  repeat  the 
application  of  leeches  to  the  temple,  and  take  every  night  one  of  the 
following  pills.  R.  Hydrarg.  submur.,  camph.  pulv.  aa,  gr.  xij.  ;  opii 
pulv.  gr.  vj.     M.  in  pil.  no  vj.  dividend. 

21st.  Inflammation  much  diminished  ;  pupil  remains  fixed  and  mo- 
tionless as  before.  Repeat  the  leeches,  and  apply  round  the  eye  the  di- 
luted extract  of  stramonium,  morning,  noon,  and  night. 

22d.  Vision  improving  :  can  distinguish  the  figures  on  the  face  of  a 
watch;  state  of  the  pupil  not  influenced  by  the  stramonium.  Continue 
the  extract  and  the  pills  of  the  19th. 

26th.  Pupil  remains  the  same  ;  gums  slightly  tender.  Omit  the 
pills ;  continue  the  stramonium  and  ajjplication  of  leeches. 

28th.  The  pupil  is  now  moderately  dilated,  and  presents  a  very 
irregular  margin,  with  partial  adhesions  to  the  capsule  of  the  crystalline 
lens.     Vision  improving. 

March  6th.  The  opaque  spot  on  the  cornea  is  reduced  to  a  scarcely 
perceptible  point;  vision  nearly  as  perfect  as  that  of  the  well  eye.  As 
a  stimulant  and  corroborant,  may  use  daily  a  collyrium  of  sulphate  of 
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zinc,  grains  two  to  four  to  the  ounce  of  rose  water,  and  omit  other 
remedies. 

In  conclusion,  it  may  be  observed  that  the  above  case  presents  a  well- 
marked  instance  of  the  extension  of  inHamiualion  from  the  external  to 
the  internal  textures  of  the  eye,  a  consideration  never  to  be  overlooked 
in  the  treatment  of  cases  of  severe  oplithalmia. 

No.  4  IVinter  Street.,  Bee,  1837. 
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MAUxNOIR  ON   CATARACT. 

Ax  Essay  on  Cataract,  by  Theodore  IVIaunoir,  M.D.,  of  Geneva,  trans- 
lated from  the  French  {Menioires  de  la  Societe  Medicale  d^ Observation), 
by  Dr.  Bowditch,  of  Boston,  is  given  in  the  last  number  of  Dr.  Dungli- 
son's  Journal,  which  is  an  uncommonly  excellent  production,  arranged 
under  the  followmg  heads,  viz.,  1st,  causes  of  cataract  ;  2d,  origin, 
course  of  disease  ;  3d,  symptoms  and  diagnosis  ;  4th,  length  of  time 
elapsing  between  the  commencement  and  perfect  formation  of  the  cata- 
ract ;  oth,  description  of  the  operation,  its  difficulties  and  accidents  ; 
6th,  consequences  of  the  operation  ;  7th,  results  ;  and  8th,  prognosis. 
It  is  decidedly  one  of  the  most  important  papers  which  has  appeared  in 
that  publication  since  its  commencement,  and  we  doubt  not  will  be  fully 
appreciated  bv  medical  readers.  Everything  in  it,  in  the  first  place,  is 
exact — and  then,  again,  it  is  not  so  burdened  by  extraneous  matter  as  to 
conceal  the  author's  intention  of  instructing  those  who  consult  him.  To 
those  who  do  not  take  the  Library,  we  cordially  recommend  them  to  pos- 
sess themselves  of  this  very  useful  and  instructive  translation. 


Cui'e  of  Varicose  Feins. — From  the  Bulletin  Generale  de  Thera- 
peutique,  a  short  article  has  been  introduced  into  the  American  Medical 
Library,  stating  that  M.  Bonnet,  Surgeon-in-chief  of  the  Hotel  Dieu,  at 
Lyons,  has  treated  eleven  cases  of  varicose  veins  by  introducing  pins 
through  their  cavities,  and  allowing  them  to  remain  some  time.  Nine  of 
them  were  cured.  In  hernial  sacs  he  has  pursued  a  similar  mode  of 
treatment.  Three  or  four  pins  are  l()rced  through  the  herniary  en- 
velopes, close  to  the  inguinal  ring,  and  in  order  that  they  may  exert  a 
certain  degree  of  irritation  as  well  as  compression,  on  the  sac,  the  heads 
and  points  are  twisted,  so  as  to  give  them  a  circular  direction.  The  in- 
flammation and  pain  commence,  usually,  on  the  third  or  fourth  day  after 
the  operation,  and  soon  alter,  in  I\I.  Bonnet's  cases,  the  pins  were  re- 
moved. Caution  is  recommended,  in  order  to  secure  the  spermatic  cord 
from  injury. 

Medical  Books. — Mr.  W.  D.  Ticknor,  Washington  street,  has  issued  a 
catalogue  of  medical  books,  which  he  has  on  sale  at  his  extensive  book- 
atore  in   Boston,  embracing  the  most  complete  assortment,  perhaps,  ever 
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offered  before  in  New  England,  in  anatomy,  surgery,  theory  and  prac- 
tice of  physic,  chemistry,  materia  medica,  midwifery,  and  medical  juris- 
prudence, togetlier  with  a  host  of  periodicals  for  which  he  receives  sub- 
scriptions and  furnislu^s  back  numbers.  We  take  pleasure  in  recom- 
mending this  collection  to  the  patronage  of  the  medical  public,  with  a 
hope  that  the  encouragement  which  it  is  in  the  power  of  our  professional 
brethren  to  bestow,  will  be  an  inducement  to  him,  in  future,  to  anticipate 
their  wishes  by  procuring  t'rom  domestic  and  foreign  publishers  an  early 
supply  of  all  the  valuable  productions  emanating  from  the  press.  Those 
who  have  never  e.xamint^d  the  magniticent  system  of  anatomy  by  Bour- 
gery,  no  where  else  to  be  purchased  this  side  of  New  York,  will  be 
amply  compensated  by  devoting  an  hour  to  its  inspection  at  Mr.  Tick- 
uor's  bibliographical  establishment. 


Lectures  on  the  Materia  Medica. — We  are  pleased  to  learn  that  Dr. 
Tully,  of  New  Haven,  is  preparing  for  publication  a  synopsis  of  his 
lectures  on  the  materia  medica.  There  is  not,  probably,  an  individual  in 
the  country  so  well  qualified  to  send  forth  a  work  on  this  important 
branch  of  our  science,  as  Dr.  T.  He  has  undertaken  it,  we  are  in- 
formed, at  the  request  of  his  present  class,  in  the  Medical  School  of 
Yale  College.     It  will  not  be  published,  we  presume,  before  spring. 

Medical  Miscellany. — A  malignant  fever  has  been  very  fatal  to  the 
Europeans  on  the  river  Gambia,  in  Africa. — Dr.  James  Holmes  has 
been  re-elected  mayor  of  Darien,  Geo. — Dr.  Morrison,  now  in  prison  for 
high  treason,  was  mayor  of  the  City  of  Toronto.  The  Canadian  physi- 
cians seem  to  have  taken  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  late  rebellion.  Dr. 
Kimber,  Dr.  Valvise,  of  Ponte  Claire,  Dr.  ^Volfred  Nelson,  besides 
many  others  belonging  to  the  profession,  are  either  in  durance  at  this  mo- 
ment, or  seeking  refuge  in  the  States.  Dr.  Rolph,  one  of  the  patriot 
leaders,  is  at  Buffalo.  Dr.  Baldwin  is  among  the  persecuted. — A  bill 
has  been  reported  in  the  South  Carolina  Legislature,  exempting  the 
Thomsonian  practitioners  of  that  State  from  their  disabilities. — Nineteen 
cases  of  smallpox  existed  at  Woodstock,  Vt.,  at  the  last  accounts.  Dr. 
PeVry,  of  that  town,  is  reported  to  have  died  with  it. — Invalids  are  hasten- 
ing to  St.  Croix  and  St.  Thomas,  in  great  numbers,  from  the  Atlantic 
cities.  IMost  of  them  would  be  far  more  comfortable  at  honie,  at  a  much 
less  expense. — Gregory's  truss  begins  to  gain  the  praise  of  surgeons. — • 
Messrs.  Brewer  St  Brothers,  No.  92  Washington  street,  have  an  admira- 
ble collection  of  excellent  surgical  instruments,  worthy  the  attention  of 
professional  gentlemen. — Mons.  Poyen  has  delivered  one  lecture  on  ani- 
mal magnetism  at  Worcester. — The  cost  of  advertising  quack  medicines 
in  the  twenty-four  States,  annually,  is  su[)posed  to  amount  to  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  A  peck  of  pills  a  day  is  considered  necessary  for 
Boston,  and  half  a  bushel  for  New  York.  On  an  average,  only  one 
in  twenty-five  who  take  them  are  actually  sick — and  the  proportion  of 
thosel  who  dispense  with  some  necessary  of  life  to  purchase  nostrums 
which  do  them  a  positive  injury,  is  in  the  ratio  of  eighty-seven  to  every 
hundred,  throughout  the  country. — The  Thomsonians  seem  inclined  to 
revolutionize  orthography  as  well  as  medicine.  In  a  late  No.  of  one 
of  their  New  England  periodicals,  the  word  volume  is  spelt,  repeatedly, 
volumn. 


340  Medical  Advertisements. 

Comparative  Pain  of  Cupping. — As  to  pain,  many  persons  prefer  being 
cupped  to  leeching  or  venesection.  Those  who  calculate  the  pain  in- 
curred ill  cupping  by  comparison  with  a  cut  finger,  are  very  much  de- 
ceived ;  in  tact  there  is  rarely  any  pain  felt  in  this  (the  cutting)  part  of 
the  operation,  nor  is  any  inconvenience  sutfered  from  it  afterwards.  The 
previous  application  of  the  glasses  seems  to  deprive  the  part  of  its  usual 
sensibility.  The  whole  inconvenience,  in  fact,  rests  in  the  glasses,  the 
application  of  which  seems  to  lay  a  very  heavy  load  upon  the  part  ;  but 
this  is  all  that  is  felt.  On  the  temple,  the  extra  pressure  made  by  the 
glass  upon  one  particular  part,  of  necessity  forms  a  slight  exception  to 
this  rule  ;  and  of  course,  in  cases  where  the  mere  touch  of  the  finger 
will  occasion  pain,  we  cannot  e.xpect  the  cupping  glasses  to  be  applied 
with  impunity. 

DiEo, — At  Princeton,  N.  Y,,  Dr.  Ebenezer  Stockton,  aged  77. — At  Halifax,  N. 
S.,  Samuel  Head,  M.D.,  an  eminent  physician  and  magistrate  of  that  city. — At 
Exeter,  N,  H.,  Joseph  Tilton,  M.D.,  aged  94. — At  Amherst,  Dr.  Rufus  Cowles. — 
At  tlie  McLean  Asylum,  at  Charlestown,  Mass.,  Dr.  Joseph  Chapman,  of  Con- 
necticut, aged  44,  of  epilepsy. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Dec.  20,  18.     Males,  1 1 — Females,  7. 

Consumption,  2— dropsy  in  the  head,  2— child-bed,  l^scarlet  fever,  2— inflaniniation  ol  the  lungs, 
2— measles,  1 — typhus  fever,  J — coma,  elTect  of  nervous  convulsions,  1 — delirium  tremens,  1 — cramp, 
1 — marasmus,  1 — slillbdrn,  2. 
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The  pupils  Will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  ofthe  Massachusetts  General  Hospital, and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  tliey  witness  there.  Insrruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  be 
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VACCINE   VIRUS. 

Physicians  in  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  Pure  Vaccine 
ViRL's  by  return  mail,  on  addressing  the  editor  of  the  Boston  .Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  enclos- 
ing one  dollar,  postpaid,  without  which,  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post-office.  Oct.  25. 
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The  uudsrsigned  are  asaociated  fertile  purpose  of  instruriing  in  all  the  branches  of  Medicine  .Tnd 
Surgery.  A  suitable  room  will  he  provided,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  medical 
library,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practiceof  one  of  the  districts  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  Eye 
and  Ear  Inlirmary,  and  of  attending  a  course  of  lectures  on  the  diseases  ofthe  eye. 

A  regular  course  of  recitations  and  examinations  will  include  all  the  requircil  professional  workr 
Anat  )inical  instruction  and  private  dissection  will  form  a  prominent  part  In  the  study  ofthe  piipilt 
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CASE  OF   STRICTURE   OF  THE   URETHRA   OF  LONG  STANDING, 

CUBED    BY    CUTTING    DOWN     UPON    THE    CONTRACTED    POINT. 
BY    EDWARD    MAI.WVARI.NG,    SCRGKO.N,    BIRMINGHAM,    ENGLAND. 

On  the  26tli  of  May,  1834,  six  o'clock,  A.  M.,  I  was  called  upon  to 
attend  William  Beniley,  of  Sheepcote  street,  Birmingham.  On  my 
arrival  I  found  him  laboring  under  all  the  distressing  symptoms  of  com- 
plete suppression  of  urine,  of  some  hours  duration  ;  great  distention  of 
bladder;  high  fever;  quick,  hard  pulse;  furred,  dry  tongue;  great 
anxiety,  and  ammoniacal  odor  of  breath  ;  has  had  warm  baths,  and  two 
strong  anodyne  draughts,  without  relief,  by  order  of  Dr.  Eccles.  1  im- 
mediately had  recourse  to  the  catheter.  The  urethra  was  very  irritable, 
and  I  found  a  forfuidable  stricture  at  the  bulb,  rigid  spasm  of  the  mem- 
branous portion,  and  a  very  much  enlarged  prostate  gland,  being  full  as 
large  as  a  hen's  egg ;  but  by  perseverance,  and  raising  the  point  of  the 
catheter  with  the  finger  of  the  left  hand  in  the  rectum,  [  succeeded  in  its 
introduction  into  the  bladder,  and  drew  off  upwards  of  two  quarts  of 
urine,  at  once  affording  complete  relief.  I  then  ordered  an  enema,  to 
be  administered  as  soon  as  he  had  recovered  from  his  exhaustion,  and  an 
anodyne  draught  at  bedtime. 

I  called  during  the  day,  and  made  some  inquiries  into  my  patient's 
history.  He  is  sixty  years  of  age,  and  by  trade  a  carpenter ;  has  been 
more  abstemious  in  his  habits  than  otherwise,  occasionally,  only,  taking;  a 
drop  too  much.  His  appearance  is  that  of  a  dark-haired,  thin,  pale 
man,  about  five  feet  six  inches  high,  not  emaciated,  but  still  looks  like 
one  who  has  seen  some  hardship.  He  bears  a  good  character  for  indus- 
try, and  has  reared  a  large  family  ;  his  general  health  good.  He  states 
that  he  has  had  difficulty  in  making  water  for  twtjlve  years,  but  that 
twelve  months  ago  he  was  suddenly  seized  with  a  stoppage  of  his  urine, 
and  with  anxious  desire  to  void  it,  after  walking  half  a  mile  on  a  hot 
day,  and  drinking  a  draught  of  porter  while  he  was  heated  ;  since  then 
has  had  occasional  attacks  of  this  sort,  accompanied  by  severe  pain  in 
his  back  and  lower  part  of  his  belly  ;  but  these  attacks  went  off,  by  rest 
and  quiet,  without  medical  assistance.  Has  been  subject  to  hoemorrhoids 
for  twenty  years,  which  are  very  painful  occasionally  ;  to  hydrocele  of 
the  left  scrotal  sac  for  twelve  years,  and  has  been  in  the  hospital  here 
several  times  for  relief,  but  go  permanent  cure  effected,  the  sac  being 
22 
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now  much  distended  with  fluid.  Never  had  gonorrhcBa  or  syphihs  of 
any  kinri. 

27.  JFo-day  I  was  sent  for,  and  found  my  patient  hiboring  under  tlie 
same  symptoms  as  yesterday.  1  again  attempted  the  catheter,  and  I 
suppose  was  an  hour  using  every  manoeuvre  possible  to  introduce  it,  but 
without  success.  He  coir) plained  most  horribly  of  the  pain  and  irrita- 
tion 1  gave  him,  although  1  used  but  very  little  force.  His  pulse  was 
liard  and  full,  which,  with  his  other  symptoms,  induced  me  to,  imme- 
diately, tie  up  his  arm  and  bleed  him  to  faintness.  Administered  an 
enema,  and  gave  iiirn  an  anodyne  draui^ht,  containing  forty  drops  of  Bat- 
ley's  sedative  solution,  and  to  have  constant  fomentations  of  poppy-head 
water  to  the  abdomen  and  perineum. 

Tliree  hours  after.  The  distressing  symptoms  continue,  and  the  blad- 
der seems  fast  distending.  I  attempted  the  catheter  again,  but  did  not 
succeed.  I  now  directed  iriy  attention  to  tlie  scrotum,  thinking  that,  from 
its  great  distention  with  fluid,  it  might  exercise  some  sympathetic  influ- 
ence over  the  bladder.  I  punctured  it,  and  drew  off  tlie  fluid  collected. 
Applied  six  leeches  to  the  perineum,  and  gave  a  starch  injection,  con- 
taining 3J.  of  laudanum.  An  hour  after,  1  used  the  catheter  again,  but 
without  success.  His  symptoms  were  now  of  that  alarming  nature  that 
1  determined  upon  calling  in  further  assistance.  i\Ir.  Freer  and  the  late 
Mr.  Chester  were  sent  for,  when,  after  many  fruitless  attempts  to  pass 
the  catheter,  we  determined  to  puncture  the  bladder,  as  being  the  only 
means  left  to  save  my  patient.  This  I  immediately  did  about  three 
inches  above  the  pubis,  and  through  the  canula.  1  introduced  an  elas- 
tic gum  catheter  into  the  bladder,  which  remained  in  the  new-made  pas- 
sage for  twelve  weeks,  during  which  time  1  had  to  combat  several  severe 
attacks  of  peritonitis,  which  I  subdued  by  the  steady  and  persevering 
use  of  calomel  and  opium,  warm  fomentations,  glysters,  and  strict  watch- 
ing, scarcely  ever  leaving  him  for  more  than  two  or  four  hours  at  a 
time,  day  or  night,  during  the  whole  period  of  twelve  weeks'  painful 
confinement. 

About  every  fifth  or  sixth  day  I  had  recourse  to  the  catheter,  which  I 
at  last  succeeded  in  passing  into  the  bladder.  1  now  felt  delighted  at 
the  prospect  of  a  speedy  cure  to  my  patient,  and  a  termination  to  my 
anxiety  and  care  ;  and  for  five  days  he  went  on  well,  sat  up  for  several 
hours  in  the  day,  enjoyed  his  meals,  and  slept  well  at  night.  The  in- 
flainmation  of  the  prostate  had  been  reduced  by  leeching,  and  other 
suitable  means,  and  he  was  now  gaining  strength  rapidly.  He,  how- 
ever, on  the  fifth  night,  and  he  says  in  his  sleep,  pulled  the  catheter  out 
of  his  bladder,  although  I  had  secured  it  with  tape  ;  and  when  I  called 
at  midday,  ex|)ecting  all  was  going  on  well,  I  was  exceedingly  mortified 
to  find  mv  patient  with  his  bladder  painfully  distended,  and  unable  to 
void  his  urine.  I  immediately  attempted  to  pass  the  catheter  per  ure- 
thram,  but  could  not  succeed,  from  its  excessively  irritable  state.  The 
gentlest  introduction  of  a  well-oiled  gum  catheter  produced  therein  ex- 
cruciating pain  and  spasm,  rendering  it  impossible  to  pass  it  more  than 
two  or  three  inches.  Here  was  a  condition  to  be  in  !  the  punctured 
wound  had  quite  healed  ;  my  patient's  bladder  full  and  painful  ;  he  wa* 
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very  weak  and  reduced,  and  seemed  now  to  resign  all  hope  of  relief. 
I,  however,  clieered  him,  gave  him  an  anodyne  draught  and  a  starch  in- 
jection, with  3j.  of  laudanum,  and  ordered  fomentations  to  be  constant- 
ly applied. 

I  called  again  in  three  hours ;  in  the  meanwhile  a  slight  oozing  of 
urine  had  commenced  from  the  puncture  in  the  abdomen,  and  on  my 
removing  the  bed  clothes  a  fine  stream  of  urine,  of  the  thickness  of  a 
pin,  jetted  to  the  height  of  fifteen  or  twenty  inches.  Taking  advantage 
of  this,  I  seized  the  catheter  and  bored  it  into  the  bladder,  and  relieved 
my  patient.     1  again  left  him  tolerably  comfortable. 

VVe  now  went  on  much  as  before  ;  he  in  bearing  his  sufferings,  and  I 
attempting  to  relieve  them,  for  another  period  of  seven  weeks  ;  during 
which  time  I  used,  at  intervals,  every  means  possible  to  again  enter  the 
bladder  })er  urethram,  but  without  success.  I  could  pass  the  catheter 
somewhere,  its  full  length,  but  certainly  not  into  the  bladder.  By  this 
time  my  patient's  mind  was  so  harassed  by  his  distressing  situation,  that 
he  hoped  I  would  end  his  n)iserable  existence,  or  devise  some  means  of 
relief  from  this  most  extreme  state  of  suffering.  I  then  determined  up- 
on performing  the  lateral  operation  ;  to  this  he  joylully  consented,  and 
with  the  kind  assistance  of  Mr.  Baynham  and  Mr.  Welshman,  I  accom- 
plished it.  My  patient's  health  had  been  much  shattered,  certainly, 
but  there  yet  remained  considerable  courage,  and  for  some  time  the 
thought  had  struck  me,  that  I  could  take  advantage  of  the  opening  into 
the  bladder  through  the  abdomen,  and  render  the  operation  less  difficult, 
and  success  far  more  certain.  With  this  view  I  prepared  a  sound  a 
little  longer  than  the  common  one,  and  bent  it  into  this  shape  ^,  and 
having  placed  my  patient  on  the  table,  secured  as  for  lithotomy,!  passed 
a  sound  down  to  the  bulb  of  the  urethra,  this  being  quite  as  far  as  I 
could  go  with  certainty  ;  and  having  placed  it  in  the  hand  of  one  of 
my  kind  assistants,  I  withdrew  the  gun)  catheter  from  the  bladder, 
through  the  wound  in  the  abdomen,  and  introduced  the  prepared  sound 
through  the  same  passage.  Havincr  found  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  I 
pushed  the  sound  into  it  as  far  as  1  could,  and  placed  it  in  the  hand  of 
Mr.  Welshman.  Thus  prepared,  I  made  my  incision  down  to  the  point 
of  the  sound  in  the  urethra,  and  dissected  carefully  on  till  I  could  dis- 
tinctly feel  the  sound  in  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  when,  having  fixed 
my  knife  on  its  point,  I  gently  withdrew  it,  and  followed  with  my  knife, 
dividing  in  its  course  part  of  the  prostate  gland  and  the  neck  of  the 
bladder.  Having  now  obtained  a  satisfactory  entrance  into  the  bladder, 
and  this  being  accomplished  without  much  loss  of  blood,  my  patient  bore 
up  well.  He  was  now  placed  in  bed,  and  the  wound  left  open,  with  the 
view  of  keeping  up  a  steady  drain  from  the  diseased  gland,  and  an  easy 
passage  for  the  urine.  At  the  end  of  three  weeks  my  patient  not  hav- 
ing had  a  bad  symptom,  and  the  prostate  very  much  diminished,  I  ven- 
tured upon  passing  a  catheter  down  the  whole  length  of  the  urethra, 
and  healing  up  the  wound  in  the  perineum  (the  one  in  the  abdomen 
was  perfectly  so).  To  effect  this  I  had  a  silver  trough  made,  which  I 
introduced  through  the  wound  into  the  bladder  ;  then  passed  an  elastic 
gum  catheter  down  the  urethra,  and  fixing  its  point  in   the  trough,  I 
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passed  it  into  the  bladder.  The  trough  was  then  withdrawn,  and  the 
wound  dressed  with  caustic  and  hnt.  At  tlie  end  of  nine  days  the 
wound  in  the  perineum  was  quite  healed,  and  1  withdrew  the  catheter, 
and  in  a  few  hours  my  patient  uuide  water,  to  use  his  own  expression, 
"as  well  as  ever  he  did  in  his  life."  It  is  now  nearly  three  years  and 
a  half  since  the  operation,  and  he  has  remained  perfectly  well,  never 
having  once  complained  of  difficulty  in  voiding  his  urine. 

The  haemorrhoids  are   much  better,  and  he  has  ever  since  been  able 
to  follow  his  occupation  with  comfort. — London  Lancet. 


ANIMAL   MAGNETISM   IN  LONDON. 

[An  able  writer  in  the  London  Lancet,  after  describing  some  experi- 
ments which  he  witnessed  at  the  University  College  Hospital,  by  Baron 
Dupotet  de  Sennevoye,  makes  the  followinij;  observations.  Whether 
they  contain  a  true  solution  of  the  n)ystery  of  animal  magnetism  or  not, 
they  are  worthy  of  attention  in  the  present  unsettled  state  of  the  public 
mind  on  this  interesting  subject.] 

And  now  1  come  to  the  in)pression  made  on  me  in  the  way  of  ex- 
planation. I  entirely  give  up  the  idea  of  collusion  on  the  part  of  the 
patient ;  she  was  much  too  pretty  and  light-hearted  to  be  the  instrument 
of  a  cold-blooded  and  painful  fraud.  To  say  no  more  of  the  pinching 
and  the  snuff,  it  would  have  required  a  long  drilling  to  teach  a  girl  the 
symptoms  to  be  counterfeited  ;  and  what  would  be  the  chance  of  a 
foreigner's  finding  the  requisites  united,  in  an  out-patient  in  the  Univer- 
sity College  Hospital  ? 

The  explanation,  1  apprehend,  lies  in  a  much  shorter  compass.  It  is 
simply,  that  the  waving  motion  of  the  hands  (which  it  is  observable  is 
as  perceptible  to  the  patient  when  the  eyes  are  shut  as  when  open,  es- 
pecially if  the  face  be  turned  towards  the  light,  as  anybody  may  con- 
vince themselves  by  experiment  with  their  own  hands)  produces  an  ac- 
tion on  the  brain  (akin,  perhaps,  to  the  dizziness  produced  by  the  sight 
of  running  water),  sufficient  in  some  epileptic  patients  (in  the  actual 
case,  one  out  of  two)  to  bring  on  a  real  repetition  of  the  epileptic  fit.  I 
never  felt  any  doubt  that  the  patient  was  in  one  of  her  epileptic  fits  ; 
and  the  remark  of  the  women  is  confirmation  of  the  identity.  What 
troubled  me,  was  the  idea  of  what  would  become  of  us  all  if  the  patient 
never  recovered,  and  we  were  brought  before  the  coroner.  How  the 
recovery  was  brought  about,  [  admit  lo  be  the  mysterious  point ;  but  if 
we  will  only  keep  our  wits  about  us,  and  not  be  run  away  with  by  ad- 
miration of  the  marvellous,  we  must  be  on  the  point  of  finding  out  the 
whole.  The  fact  already  ascertained,  I  maintain  to  be,  that  certain  mo- 
tions before  the  eyes  produce  a  cerebral  affection,  capable  of  inducing 
epilepsy  in  certain  states  of  predisposition.  There  is  nothing  in  this 
more  wonderful  than  in  many  other  facts  established  by  experiment. 
For  example,  a  few  weeks  ago  I  experienced,  for  the  first  time,  what  I 
remember  hearing  the  servants  talk  of  when  I  was  a  boy,  that  certain 
patterns   upon   walls  and  furniture  produce  giddiness.     I  was  in  a  room 
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at  the  Albion,  and  found  the  walls  turning  round.  My  first  thoughts 
were  of  ai)oplexy  ;  but  the  recollection  of  the  servants'  assertion  came 
to  my  relief  The  paper  on  the  walls  was  a  crimson  ground,  with  some- 
thing  like  serpentine  columns  in  white,  reaching  from  the  floor  to  the 
ceiling.  Now  if  so  slight  a  circumstance  can  produce  a  cerebral  affec- 
tion in  a  person  of  strong  nerves  and  free  froni  disease,  there  seems  no- 
thing unreasonable  in  believing  that  a  wavy  motion  before  the  eyes  of  a 
weakly  |)atient  may  produce  a  sui  ge7icris  effect  upon  the  brain,  which 
in  epileptic  habits  shall  have  a  tendency  to  produce  recurrence  of  the 
fit.  It  appears  to  be  merely  a  question  of  experiment.  An  honest 
scepticism  does  not  consist  in  refusing  to  believe  that  a  cause  A  may 
produce  an  effect  B,  if  experiment  proves  them  to  be  connected  ;  but 
in  refusing  to  believe  anything  without  competent  proof 

Another  point  of  circumstantial  evidence  in  support  of  the  absence 
of  collusion,  I  think  I  see  in  the  following.  Though  not  medical,  I 
have  enough  of  general  information  to  know,  that  one  of  the  first  symp- 
toms by  which  cerebral  affections  in  general  demonstrate  themselves,  and 
particularly  in  women,  in  consequence,  probably,  of  the  greater  contrast 
with  their  previous  habits,  is  a  diminution  of  the  ordinary  restraint  on 
language.  It  takes  place  in  insanity,  in  drunkenness,  in  the  delirium  of 
opium,  and  in  epileptic  fits  which  are  only  another  form  of  cerebral  af- 
fection. Everybody  knows  that  when  ladies  faint,  there  is  a  hustling 
away  of  gentlemen  ;  which  is  not  so  much  on  account  of  the  necessity 
of  cutting  laces,  as  for  fear  of  what  might  be  said  by  the  patient  during 
the  temporary  suspension  of  restraint.  The  purest-minded  woman  up- 
on earth,  might  talk  of  her  innocent  preferences,  her  state  of  health,  or 
many  other  subjects  on  which  witnesses  would  not  be  desirable.  Now 
I  subn)it  that  in  the  case  described,  there  is  just  so  much  of  this  kind 
of  evidence  as  goes  to  establish  the  cause  assigned.  It  is  out  of  the 
range  of  probability,  that  a  foreigner  should  have  been  able  to  instil  with 
effect  into  the  mind  of  a  hospital  patient,  that  precisely  such  and  such  a 
departure  from  her  ordinary  restraint  in  language  and  conversation, 
would  best  keep  up  the  character  she  was  to  assume.  I  therefore  con- 
clude it  to  be  more  likely  that  there  was  a  real  affection  of  the  brain. 

One  inference  would  appear  to  be,  that  thecrebral  irritation  which  in- 
duces the  epileptic  action,  at  least  of  the  artificial  kind,  is  attended  with 
no  pain.  It  may  even  be  attended  with  soothing  and  agreeable  sensa- 
tions ;  as  in  the  case  of  a  little  girl  of  my  own,  of  four  and  a  half  years, 
who  always  requests  to  be  "tickled"  to  sleep,  the  "tickling"  con- 
sisting in  somebody  drawing  their  hands  over  her  face,  which  invariably 
sends  her,  in  a  few  minutes,  to  sleep.  Various  questions  of  importance 
may  also  suggest  themselves.  If  there  is  a  process  that  removes  the 
artificial  fit,  will  it  lead  to  a  way  of  removing  the  natural  one?  And  what 
is  to  be  the  effect  of  the  artificial  fits  upon  the  patient?  Epilepsy  is 
understood  to  be  confirmed  by  habit  ;  is  then  the  repetition  three  times 
a  week  of  the  artificial  fit,  to  go  towards  confirming  the  habit,  or  may  it 
have  a  tendency  to  act  as  a  vaccine,  and  prevent  or  modify  the  natural 
disease  ?  It  has  been  asserted  in  some  of  the  newspapers,  that  the  pa- 
tient described  has  had   no  recurrence  of  her  natural  fits  since  the  artifi- 
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cial  practice.  If  this  be  so,  there  appears  something  like  an  exhaustion 
of  the  epileptic  tendency. 

I  have  not  witnessed  any  repetition  of  the  experiments,  but  I  have 
heard  the  accounts  of  a  person  in  whom  I  have  confidence  ;  and  as  no- 
thing but  sheer  imbecility  can  prevent  the  immediate  ascertaining  wheth- 
er the  main  facts  are  correct  or  not,  1  shall  take  the  liberty  of  alluding 
to  them  under  that  reservation.  He  says  he  saw  the  process  tried  on  a 
girl  of  fourteen  (whom,  I  surmise,  I  recollect),  an  in-patient  in  the  hos- 
pital, suffering  under  what  the  doctors  called  "  ecstatic  delirium,"  lei't 
behind  by  a  fever.  She  was  exceedingly  violent  and  abusive,  assailing 
the  Baron  with  the  common-places  she  had  heard  employed  against 
foreigners,  which,  fortunately,  he  did  not  understand  ;  but  after  the 
"sigh  "  which  would  appear  to  be  a  general  syiiiptom,  she  came  out  a 
quiet,  timid,  orderly  little  girl,  answering  with  great  propriety  to  every- 
thing which  was  said  to  her.  If  this  be  so,  the  artificial  cerebral  irritation, 
whatever  it  is,  would  appear  to  have  a  tendency  to  quiet  delirium.  An 
effect  of  the  same  kind,  1  think,  has  been  asserted  to  have  been  produced 
on  maniacal  patients,  by  turning  them  in  what  our  forefathers  called  a 
wliirligig.  The  patient  whom  1  saw,  is  also  described  as  having  ap- 
proached much  nearer  to  rationality  during  the  access,  or  to  have  had 
the  fit  in  what  may  be  called  a  diluted  state.  As  one  instance,  1  under- 
stand that  when  pestered  with  questions  in  her  ear,  she  attempted  to 
rise  and  make  a  manual  defence ;  whicli  reminds  me,  that  when  I  saw 
her,  she,  either  by  accident  or  design,  gave  a  sound  cuff  to  one  unhap- 
py questioner.  Does  the  artificial  stimulus,  then,  wear  out,  or  alter  its 
effect  by  repetition  ?  And  does  this  wearing  out  modify  the  results,  and 
so  produce  different  phenomena  in  the  patient  ?  All  these  seem  among 
possible  things,  and  all  seem   to  be  determinable  by  attention  and  care. 

What  appears  to  be  the  subject  for  regret,  is,  that  instead  of  pursuing 
the  connection  between  causes  and  effects  with  scientific  caution,  it 
should  have  been  chosen  to  attempt  to  envelope  the  whole  with  the 
name  of  a  new  and  mysterious  science,  and  invest  it  as  far  as  possible 
with  something  of  the  supernatural.  I  cannot  help  avouins;,  that  unless 
it  was  considered  as  a  necessary  compliment,  the  medical  men  present 
seemed  to  lean  to  the  side  of  the  question  which  they  ought  not;  in 
short,  there  was  a  little  of  a  gobe-mouchc  spirit  abroad.  For  instance, 
some  of  the  questions  they  asked  were  in  the  highest  degree  unwise  ; 
not  only  as  implying  the  expectation  of  supernatural  or  extra-natural 
responses,  but  as  having  a  direct  tendency  to  act  as  what  counsel  call 
"  leading  questions."  Take  for  example,  "  How  many  more  times 
must  you  be  magnetized  before  you  are  able  to  see  with  your  eyes 
shut?" — which  my  informant  seems  to  think  was  afterwards  extended 
to  asking  how  long  it  would  be  before  she  could  tell  what  o'clock  it  was 
by  a  watch  held  to  the  pit  of  her  stomach,  to  which,  after  much  teaz- 
ing,  she  ap[)ears  to  have  held  out  something  like  a  promise  of  hope. 
At  the  same  time  it  is  but  fair  to  say,  that  these  questions  may  have 
been  put  at  the  direction  of  the  Baron,  and  have  been  considered  as  an 
essential  part  of  the  trial  of  his  process.  And  in  one  view,  good  may 
result  in  the  end.     The  alchemists  might  obscure  science  on  the  whole, 
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by  the  wild  and  mystical  view  they  chose  to  take  of  the  operations  of 
nature.  But  tlieir  uiost  irregular  flights  had  still  a  certain  chance  of 
discovering  useful  materials  for  the  cooler  heads  of  future  generations  to 
■work  upon. 

My  hope,  therefore,  is,  that  some  medical  person  will  take  up  the 
<luestion  with  the  advantages  of  professional  knowledge,  and  will  steer  a 
just  course  between  credulity  on  the  one  hand,  and  a  sickly  dread  of 
discovering  new  truths  upon  the  other,  though  concealed  under  any  im- 
aginable mass  of  the  fantastic  and  the  unsound.  Truth  can  never  be 
too  soon  secured,  nor  error  too  quickly  got  rid  of.  Fifty  years  ago,  it 
is  j)robal>le  that  some  useful  physiological  facts  which  will  now  be  elicit- 
ed, would  have  been  seized  on  by  scientific  men,  if  the  whole  subject 
had  not  been  contrived  to  be  involved  in  the  mystical  and  the  ridiculous. 
And  vvhal  is  there  we  might  not  come  to  now,  if  the  reins  were  given 
to  the  supernatural  and  the  unproved  ?  Think  only  what  a  combina- 
tion in  politics  might  be  made  out  of  "  Animal  Magnetism  "  and  St. 
Simonianism  ;  or  various  other  amalgams  which  will  suggest  themselves 
to  the  reader. 


ERYTHEMA   VENENOSA   (TULLY). 
[Communicated    for   tlie    Boston  Medical  and   Surgical   Journal. J 

"  By  Erythema  Venenosa  is  meant  that  peculiar  eryihematic  or  ery- 
sipelatous eruption  which  is  produced  by  certain  vesicating  plants,  as 
rhus  pumila,  radicans,  toxicodendron  and  venenata."* 

Tliis  eruption  usually  commences  within  twenty-four  hours  after  ex- 
posure, with  a  dark-red  or  lead-colored  efflorescence,  tumefaction,  heat, 
pain,  and  intolerable  itching.  On  the  following  day  the  efflorescence 
and  tumefaction  are  found  to  have  increased,  and  small  vesicles,  contain- 
ing lymph,  make  their  appearance  on  the  tumefaction  ;  these  gradually 
increase,  enlarge,  and  become  confluent.  The  parts  first  affected  are 
usually  the  scrotum  and  penis ;  from  these  it  gradually  extends  down 
the  thighs  and  upon  the  abdomen.  The  face  and  arms  are  next  affect- 
ed, so  that  by  the  end  of  the  third  day  it  has  usually  reached  its  ulti- 
mate limits,  occasionally  affecting,  in  this  way,  the  whole  anterior  sur- 
face of  the  body.  The  tutnefaction,  pain,  heat,  and  itching,  on  the 
parts  last  affected,  increase  and  vesicate,  the  vesicles  enlarge,  and  the 
disease  does  not  corn-:"  to  a  crisis  until  the  end  of  the  fifth  or  beginning 
of  the  seventh  day,  when  it  begins  gradually  to  subside,  the  vesicles 
burst  and  scabs  are  formed,  the  inflammation  subsides,  the  scabs  and 
cuticle  fall  off,  and  by  the  tenth  day  the  disease  disappears.  In  severe 
cases  there  is  usually  more  or  less  constitutional  febrile  affection,  of  a 
typhoid  character.  The  fever  sometimes,  though  rarely,  commences 
with  rigors,  more  generally  with  languor,  lassitude,  loss  of  muscular 
strength,   followed    with   rapid   pulse,    anxiety,  restlessness,  jactitation, 

♦  See  Prize  Essay  on  Sanguinaria.    Medical  Becorder,  Vol.  xiii.  page  281. 
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pain  in  head,  back,  and  limbs ;  the  tongue  is  coated  with  a  thick  brown 
fur  ;  there  is  nausea,  vomiting,  faintness,  palpitation  of  heart,  and  some- 
times delirium. 

The  above  brief  description  will  apply  to  the  most  severe  cases  of 
this  disease,  when  uninfluenced  by  medication.  It,  however,  varies 
much  in  extent  and  severity,  and  is  fortunately,  in  a  majority  of  cases, 
confined  to  a  single  locality,  as  the  face,  arms,  or  legs,  and  so  slight  as 
to  cause  little  or  no  constitutional  disturbance.  In  tl)ose  cases  where 
there  is  considerable  tumefaction  of  the  face,  the  eyelids  are  closed  and 
glued  together.  Add  to  this  the  constitutional  symptoms  already  related, 
and  it  will  be  difficult  to  imagine  a  more  pitiable  situation. 

In  the  treatment  of  this  disease,  I  have  endeavored  to  quiet  the  con- 
stitutional disturbance,  and  directly  resolve  the  local  inflammation.  To 
accomplish  this,  my  first  measure  has  been  to  administer  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  morphia  to  quiet,  as  far  as  possible,  the  local  and  constitu- 
tional disturbance,  and,  if  necessary,  to  repeat  it  in  small,  but  suitable 
doses,  at  short  and  regular  intervals.  As  soon  as  the  patient  becomes 
quiet,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  any  offending  matter  from  the  sto- 
mach and  bowels,  and  increasing  the  action  of  the  secernents  and  ab- 
sorbents, I  would  give  a  full  dose  of  proto-chloriclum  hydrargeri.  If 
this  does  not  move  the  bowels  in  ten  or  twelve  hours,  it  should  be  as- 
sisted by  an  enema  or  ol.  ricini.  To  sustain  the  tone  of  the  stomach 
and  excite  the  action  of  the  skin,  an  infusion  of  aristolochia  serpentaria, 
compionia  asple/iifolia,  or  laurus  benzoinis,  should  be  given.  The  diet 
should  be  light,  consisting  of  farina,  boiled  milk  and  water  or  animal 
jelly.  The  topical  application  which  I  prefer,  and  have  most  used,  for 
the  purpose  of  at  once  putting  an  end  to  the  inflammation,  is  a  strong 
solution  of  pure  nit.  argenti  (from  twenty  to  forty  grs.  to  f  3  i.  of  wa- 
ter). The  pain  produced  by  this  is  of  short  duration,  and  is  speedily 
followed  by  a  suspension  of  all  disagreeable  sensations  in  the  part  to 
which  it  is  applied.  If  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours  the  heat  and  pain 
again  return,  the  nit.  argenti  is  to  be  repeated,  and  so  on,  as  may  be 
necessary.  A  little  experience  and  dexterity  are  necessary  in  the  ap- 
plication of  this  article.  The  skin  should  be  previously  washed  per- 
fectly clean  with  warm  water  and  soap,  and  the  inflamed  surface  should 
be  kept  wet  with  the  solution  several  minutes.  Should  the  redness  and 
tumefaction  be  extensive,  and  the  patient  unusually  susceptible,  the  ap- 
plication should  be  made  only  to  a  small  extent  of  surface  at  a  time 
(lest  loo  much  irritation  be  produced  by  it),  and  extended  as  the  patient 
can  bear  it,  until  the  whole  inflamed  surface  has  been  freely  touched. 
In  this  way  I  have  iirdformly  been  able  to  subdue  the  disease  with  two 
or  three  applications. 

I  have  used  and  succeeded  perfectly  well  with  other  articles.  A  so- 
lution of  the  per-chlorid.  hydrargeri,  of  the  strength  of  from  ten  to 
twenty  grs.  to  fji.  of  water,  when  liberally  applied,  produces  rather 
more  pain  than  nit.  argenti,  but  is  not  less  efficacious.  JNly  n)ode  of 
using  it  has  been  to  wet  cloths  or  cotton  batting  with  it,  to  lay  them  over 
the  inflamed  surface,  and  to  suffer  them  to  remain  as  long  as  they 
could    be   conveniently    borne,  or   ten  or  fifteen  minutes ;  and    when 
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called  early,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  spread  of  this  erythema, 
I  would  recommend  that  the  patient  at  the  very  outset  be  directed  to 
wash,  with  a  solution  of  per-ch.  hydrargeri,  every  pail  liable  to  be  af- 
fected with  this  eruption. 

Unguciitiiin  2Jer-oxi/d.  hydrargeri  has  succeeded  perfectly  well  when 
the  eruption  has  been  limited,  or  confined  to  a  small  extent  of  surlace, 
and  there  was  no  constitutional  disturbance. 

Sulph.  Morphia.  In  the  month  of  May  last  I  wished  to  make  a 
tincture  of  the  rluis  venenata,  and  for  that  purpose  I  walked  about  a 
mile  in  search  of  the  article.  After  finding  it,  I  shaved  off  as  much 
bark  as  I  wished,  and  threw  it  into  a  basket.  On  reaching  home  I  was 
careful  to  wash  my  liands  thoroughly  with  soap  and  water,  and  as  1  had 
frequently  handled  and  used  the  article  without  being  affected  by  it,  I 
thought  no  more  about  it,  but  in  the  following  night,  about  two  o'clock, 
A.  M.,  I  awoke  with  a  burning  pain  and  itching  of  the  scrotum.  I 
applied  a  solution  of  per-ch.  hydrarg.,  so  strong  as  to  destroy  both  cuti- 
cle and  cutis  vera.  In  the  moining  the  groins  and  penis  were  affected. 
In  this  way  it  traversed  the  principal  part  of  .the  anterior  surface  of  the 
body,  when  on  ilie  third  day  it  appeared  on  the  face.  Its  progress  was 
ihoroucrhly  followed  up  by  argentum  and  per-ch.  hydrarg.  By  this  time 
I  had  had  enough  of  the  last  article.  I  did  not  like  to  block  my  face, 
although  I  had  frequently  blacked  my  patients'.  The  burning  pain  and 
itching  of  my  dice  was  beyond  endurance  ;  there  was  considerable  red- 
ness and  tumefaction,  but  no  vesication.  I  applied  freely  a  solution  of 
sulph.  morphia,  twenty  grs.  to  f3i.  of  water.  This  greatly  increased 
my  agony  for  a  few  minutes,  but  I  soon  had  the  satisfaction  to  find  the 
eruption  of  the  face  perfectly  subdued,  as  well  as  on  every  oilier  part  of 
the  body. 

Sa}igui7iarla  Canadensis.  An  infusion  or  decoction  of  this  article  is 
recommended,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  it  will  be  found  perfectly  effica- 
cious as  an  external  application. 

Diervilla  Canadensis  I  have  never  used,  but  judging  from  its  sensible 
properties,  I  should  not  expect  much  from  it  as  an  external  application. 
Prof,  acet  ylumhi,  nit.  and  carb.  jmtasstc,  and  chlorid.  sodce,  in  solu- 
tion, whether  weak  or  strong,  I  know,  from  abundant  experience,  are  all 
alike  inefficient,  only  producing  momentary  relief,  without  affecting  the 
progress  of  the  disease  in  the  least.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  ap- 
plication of  cold  water,  ice,  and  the  expressed  juice  of  certain  succulent 
plants,  as  the  inipatiens  aurea  and  macidaia  of  Mich.,  and  infusions  of 
rosmarinus  officinalis  and  spts.  of  cami)hor. 

With  the  treatment,  when  judiciously  managed,  which  I  have  recotn- 
mended  in  this  disease,  1  hesitate  not  to  say,  from  abundant  experience, 
that  this  disease,  in  any  stage,  may  be  subdued  with  great  certainty,  in 
from  twelve  to  twenty-four  hours.  It  is  true  that  the  application  of  a 
strong  solution  of  either  nit.  argenti  or  per-ch.  hydrargeri,  causes  a  little 
pain  ;  but  the  relief  which  speedily  follows  is  commonly  a  sufficient  in- 
ducement to  the  patient  to  submit  to  a  second  application  when  neces- 
sary. If,  however,  the  patient  be  remarkably  susceptible,  the  erythema 
extensive,  without  a  sufficient  quantity  of  morphia  to  control  the  pain 
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and  constitutional  disturbance,  they  might  produce  more  pain  than  is 
desirable.  In  my  pra'-tice  I  have  had  no  difficuhy  in  regulating  tb.eir 
effects,  or  in  producing  a  speedy  resolution  of  the  disease.  A. 

Meridcn,  Ct.,  Dec.  2oth,  1837. 


A   WORM   REMOVED   FROM    THE    EYE    OF   AN   ARAB    RACE    HORSE. 

A  HIGH-BRED  Arab,  then  in  the  j)ossession  of  Captain  Seton,  town 
major  of  Bombay,  when  under  training  was  observed  to  be  out  of  con- 
dition. The  horse  was  dull,  and  off  his  feed,  and  had,  what  I  have  in- 
variably observed,  the  strange,  and  almost  unaccountable  sym))lom  of 
great  weakness  in  the  loins.  Tiie  eye  affected  was  slightly  weak  and 
watery,  but  free  from  any  perceptible  inflammation,  and  the  aqueous 
and  other  humors  were  in  a  peri'ectly  natural  state.  The  worm  had 
been  distinctly  seen  for  several  days,  moving  about  in  the  whole  circum- 
ference of  the  anterior  chamber,  exactly  like  an  eel  in  a  basin  of  water, 
apparently  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  its  natural  element.  It  was  nearly 
an  inch  long,  of  the  diameter  of  sewing  silk,  and  of  a  beautiful  silvery 
whiteness. 

Having  previously  secured  the  animal  by  casting  him  on  a  soft  bed  of 
straw,  in  a  strong  light,  several  persons  holding  his  head  down  securely, 
in  the  presence  of  several  sporting  ijentlemen,  one  of  whom  secured 
the  upper  lid  with  Pellier's  silver  elevator,  with  a  common-cataract  knife 
I  made  a  free  crucial  incision  into  the  cornea  below  the  pupil.  The 
aqueous  hun)or  immediately  escaped  in  a  sudden  gush,  bringing  with  it 
the  worm,  which  did  not  long  survive  the  change  of  its  situation. 

The  eye  was  now  secured  much  after  the  same  manner  as  after  the 
operation  for  extraction  of  cataract  in  the  human  eye,  and  measures 
were  taken  to  prevent  his  rubbing  it  against  the  manger.  Tlie  wound 
healed  without  a  bad  symptom  ;  the  aqueous  humor  was  soon  re-pro- 
duced, and  the  sight  not  in  the  least  degree  injured.  The  animal  rapid- 
ly improved  in  health,  and  became  a  great  and  deserved  favorite  on  the 
Calcutta  turf,  wdiere  it  was  afterwards  sent,  winning  many  races. 

It  is  well  to  observe,  that  in  perforn)ing  this  operation  a  strong  light  is 
desirable,  as  it  is  necessary  to  the  operator  to  distinctly  see  whether  the 
worm  coines  away  with  the  aqueous  humor.  I  have  in  two  instances 
performed  this  operation,  when,  from  the  aqueous  humor  spirting  out  on 
the  ground,  the  worm  could  not  be  discovered  ;  though,  from  the  favora- 
ble issue  of  the  cases,  I  infer  it  cnust  have  come  away.  The  worm 
does  not  always  confine  itself  to  the  aqueous  humor  in  the  anterior 
chamber  ;  I  have  seen  it  disappear  apj)arently  behind  the  iris,  and  again 
return  through  the  pupil. 

It  is  easy  to  conceive  the  injury  that  is  likely  to  arise  from  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  worm  even  in  the  anterior  part  of  the  eye  ;  but  how 
much  more  so  would  it  be  in  the  posterior  and  more  sensitive  parts  of 
that  organ,  and  out  of  reach  of  observation.  Though  I  have  no  means 
of  knowing  it  to  be  the  fact,  yet  I  firmly  believe  that  many  eyes  are  lost 
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from  the  same  cause,  simply  from  the  inflammation  and  ulceration  pro- 
duced by  tile  presence  of  this  irritating  foreign  body  in  so  sensitive  a 
part. 


INGENIOUS  iMODE    OF  REMOVING    CONGESTION   OF   THE   BRAIN. 

Sir  James  Murray  has  turned  the  dry-cupping  principle  to  a  very  in- 
genious account.  He  presented  to  the  Britisli  Association  an  ingenious 
contrivance,  something  like  a  slipper  bath,  which  had  an  air  pump  for 
exhausting  the  air  applied  to  it.  The  patient  was  placed  in  it,  and  it 
was  then  made  air  tight,  leaving  him  a  breathing  communication  with 
the  external  atmosphere.  The  air  w-as  then  exhausted  from  the  inte- 
rior, and  atmospheric  pressure  removed  from  the  surface  of  the  body. 
About  a  pound  of  atmosphere  being  exhausted,  took  off  a  ton  of  at- 
mospheric pressure.  The  consequence  was,  where  the  body  was  before 
cold  and  collapsed,  the  vessels  were  immediately  filled  up  and  rendered 
turgid,  while  it  did  not  at  all  interfere  with  the  process  of  respiration. 
He  exhibited  another  application  of  the  same  contrivance,  of  a  long  tin 
tube  made  air  tight,  and  with  a  piece  of  wet  bladder  round  one  end, 
which  was  open  ;  at  the  other  end,  which  was  closed  up,  a  small  ex- 
hausting air  pump  was  placed.  A  patient  with  a  paralytic  wrist  put  his 
hand  into  this,  the  wet  bladder  was  tied  round  his  arm  at  the  top  to 
make  it  airtight,  and  the  atmos})here  was  then  pumped  out  of  the  tube 
by  the  patient  himself  or  any  person.  The  atmospheric  pressure  being 
taken  off,  the  limb  became  turgid,  the  circulation  was  increased,  and 
the  part  affected  was  soon  cured.  There  was  another  adaptation  of  the 
same  contrivance  to  the  limbs  to  draw  off  the  effect  of  congestion  of 
the  brain.  There  was  another  application  to  stop  haemorrhage  in  an  in- 
jured hand,  limb,  or  other  extremity.  An  exhausting  punip  was  fixed 
to  the  end  of  a  bladder,  the  limb  was  put  into  the  bladder,  and  the  neck 
then  tied  round  to  make  it  air  tight.  The  air  was  then  completely  ex- 
hausted by  means  of  the  pump,  which  compressed  the  bladder  so  close 
to  the  skin  as  effectually  to  stop  even  the  pores  of  the  skin.  The  same 
contrivance  of  a  bladder  and  exhausting  pump  was  also  applied  for  the 
cure  of  ulcerated  legs,  by  preventing  the  evaporation  of  the  ulcers,  by 
exhausting  the  air,  and  making  the  collapsed  bladder  adhere  tightly  all 
round.  There  were  several  other  ingenious  contrivances  and  applica- 
tions of  the  same  invention,  the  exhibition  of  which,  and  the  inventor's 
happy  humor,  elicited  loud  applause. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  Sir  James  Murray  for  the  very  valua- 
ble instruction  he  had  conveyed. 


Lobelia. — Mr.  Whitlaw  states,  in  the  London  Lancet,  that  the  lobe- 
lia inflata  which  grows  in  wet,  clayey  soils,  is  a  powerful  poison,  its  nar- 
cotic power  being  then  in  great  excess.  He  also  states  that  exposure  to 
light  deprives  the  tincture,  or  any  of  its  preparations,  of  its  antispas- 
modic power,  whilst  the  narcotic  remains. 
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VERMONT   ASYLUM   FOR   THE   INSANE. 

We  know  not  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  a  copy  of  the  first  annual 
report  of  the  Trustees  and  Physicians  of  this  infant  institution,  which 
was  presented  to  the  legislature  in  October.  It  has  been  a  long  time  on 
the  way  from  INIontpelier — two  months  to  a  day.  However,  it  gave  us 
pleasure  to  read  it,  because  it  shows  the  progress  of  humanity,  and  the 
triumph  of  science  in  ameliorating  the  sufferings  of  a  class  of  human 
beings  who  have  been  most  wofully  neglected  in  this  country,  till  within 
the  last  few  years. 

Dr.  Rockwell,  the  Superintendent  and  Physician,  has  hardly  had  an 
opportunity  of  showing  what,  we  have  no  doubt,  he  will  ultimately  ac- 
complish, viz.  the  complete  restoration  of  many  who  are  now  totally  lost  to 
the  world.  We  perceive,  in  the  report,  that  he  is  perfectly  familiar  with 
the  duties  of  the  responsible  office  in  which  he  has  been  placed,  and  we 
doubt  not  that  the  Vermont  Asylum  will  hereafter  become  eminently 
distinguished  for  its  success  under  his  administration.  A  want  of  room 
is  already  discoverable  ;  patients  have  been  denied  admission  because 
there  was  no  place  to  put  them.  This  has  been  the  case  in  all  the  in- 
sane establishments  in  New  England  ;  they  were  too  small  in  the  begin- 
ning, and  the  enlargements  have  been,  in  most  instances,  sadly  at  war 
with  all  architectural  effect.  Whether  the  A'^ermont  legislature  voted 
anything  towards  the  construction  of  another  edifice,  we  have  no  means 
of  knowing  ;  it  is  presumed  that  they  acted  wisely  on  Dr.  Rockwell's 
recommendation,  and  that  a  new  building  is  already  in  progress. 

The  asylum  was  first  opened  for  the  reception  of  patients  on  the  12th 
of  December,  1836.  The  whole  number  has  been  forty-eight  :  eleven 
of  these  have  recovered,  and  sixteen  have  improved.  But  the  fact  is 
worth  recording,  and  is  of  itself  worth  the  cost  of  the  entire  asylum — 
that  eleven  have  recovered. 

From  the  commencement,  say  the  trustees,  an  excellent  farm,  of  fifty 
acres,  was  procured,  as  a  necessary  appendage,  the  importance  of  which 
is  daily  felt  in  the  management  of  the  insane.  Vermont  is  principally 
an  apfricultural  Stale,  and  the  probability  is  that  most  of  the  male  patients 
will  be  farmers  ;  this,  therefore,  is  a  commendable  provision.  The  Mc 
Lean  Asylum,  at  Charlestown,  as  well  as  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital,  at 
Worcester,  have  both  been  prodigiously  cramped  for  land,  and  both  have 
been  compelled  to  purchase,  at  very  high  rates,  in  consequence  of  not  at 
first  appreciating  the  importance  of  horticultural  labors  in  the  moral 
treatment  of  the  insane. 

The  current  expenses  of  the  Vermont  Asylum,  which  is  located  in  the 
beautiful  town  of  Brattleborough,  up  to  September,  were  only  $3,484  71. 
There  were  received,  within  the  same  period,  for  the  board  of  patients 
$1,866  73. 

In  conclusion,  we  hope  the  State  of  Vermont  has  given  the  Superin- 
tendent a  generous  salary.     There  never  has  been  a  man  in  the  United 
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States,  fully  competent  as  a  medical  officer,  who  has  been  paid  one  half 
as  much  as  he  merited.  They  should  be  cheered  continually  with  the 
bright  prospect  of  retiring,  before  they  have  lost  all  relish  lor  society, 
with  a  competency.  It  is  a  life  of  unceasing  anxiety,  fatigue,  watchful- 
ness, and  painful  responsibility. 


Anatomical  Dissections. — The  New  York  Sunday  Morning  News  has  a 
sensible  article  on  this  subject,  which  shows  the  editor  to  be  a  man  of 
liberal  views,  and  disposed  to  have  the  profession  sustained  in  anatomical 
pursuits,  as  the  only  mode  of  securing  a  learned  and  skilful  faculty. 
"  In  this  country,"  he  remarks,  "every  obstacle  is  thrown  in  the  way  of 
the  anatomical  student.  Public  opinion  is  strongly  against  it,  and  a  law  is 
still  in  force  making  it  a  criminal  offence  to  procure  subjects  for  this  pur- 
pose. If  this  law  was  repealed,  and  another  passed  in  its  place,  requir- 
ing the  body  of  evevy  person  dying  in  hospitals,  prisons,  and  other  chari- 
table institutions,  to  be  examined,  the  medical  profession  would  soon 
double  its  means  of  doing  good  ;  and  instead  of  being  almost  entirely 
dependent  on  Europe  for  improvements  in  the  principles  and  practice  of 
the  science,  would  walk  forth  in  the  broad  and  umlimited  field  of  discov- 
ery for  itself  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  not  be  long  before  public 
opinion  upon  the  subject  will  become  so  changed  that  surviving  relations 
will  think  that  they  have  not  done  their  duty  unless  they  have  had  a  full 
examination  of  the  body  of  the  deceased,  and  ascertained  the  cause  of 
his  or  her  death,  and  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  the  treatment  which 
has  been  pursued.  Such  a  practice  would  soon  lead  medical  men  to  be 
infinitely  more  skilful  and  cautious."  The  State  of  New  York  must 
have  been  in  view  in  writing  the  above  sentiment.  In  Massachusetts- 
the  law  has  made  liberal  provision  for  facilitating  anatomical  studies,  by 
a  modification  of  the  old  law,  which  we  hope  will  ultimately  be  copied 
by  every  State  in  the  Union. 


Medical  N'ews'paper. — Drs.  Clymer  and  Biddle,  of  Philadelphia,  will  is- 
sue this  day,  in  that  city,  a  new  medical  periodical,  called  the  Medical  Ex- 
aminer, on  a  large  sheet,  making  sixteen  pages,  8vo.  in  double  columns,  at 
three  dollars  a  year,  in  advance.  The  requisition  that  the  subscription 
shall  be  in  advance,  is  an  excellent  arrangement,  which  will  save  them  a 
prodigious  deal  of  vexation.  The  old  custom  of  trusting  out,  or  opening 
accounts  with  two  or  three  thousands  of  persons  over  the  whole  United 
States,  is  necessarily  attended  with  severe  losses.  From  the  little  we 
know  of  the  proposed  Examiner,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  will  merit 
great  success  ;  and  to  those  at  the  north  who  would  like  to  becotne  its 
patrons,  we  offer  our  personal  services  in  transmitting  their  names  and 
residences.  On  the  reception  of  the  first  number,  something  illustrative 
of  the  mode  in  which  it  is  to  be  conducted,  will  be  ascertained. 


Eclectic  Journal  of  Medicine. — It  is  gratifying  to  hear  that  Dr.  Bell  is 
well  sustained  by  a  substantial  subscription  list.  Those  who  are  interest- 
ed in  the  progress  of  medical  science,  in  this  country,  must  certainly 
feel  proud  of  the  energetic  measures  of  the  conductor  of  that  work. 
He   evidently  devotes   himself  with    well-directed    efforts   to  raise   the 
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standard  of  taste  in  medical  literature,  and  demonstrates,  too,  his  qualifi- 
cations for  I  he  editorial  management  of  a  very  excellent  periodical. 


Iodine  in  Strumous  Ophthalmia. — In  strumous  ophthalmia  constitutional 
treatment  is  of  the  higliest  importance.  Iodine  is  occasionally  employed 
with  good  effect,  when  there  are  scrofulous  tumors  in  other  parts  of  the 
body.  One  of  the  best  preparations,  is  the  liquor  ferri  hydriodatis,  which 
unites  the  tonic  properties  of  iron  to  the  specific  alterant  powers  of 
iodine.  Great  as  is  the  intolerance  of  light  in  this  malady,  the  patient 
should  not,  generally,  be  indulged  in  the  luxury  of  a  room  made  entirely 
dark  ;  for  the  susceptibility  is  thereby  augmented,  and  the  powers  of  the 
constitution  still  farther  impaired.  Active  exercise  in  the  open  air,  is 
one  of  the  most  important  remedies  within  our  reach. 


Explanation  of  the  Modus  Operandi  of  JVarcotics  in  dilating  the  Pupil. 
—  A  graduate  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  Dr.  Samuel  Cooper, 
was  the  first  to  point  out  the  power  of  narcotics  in  dilating  the  pupil. 
His  experiments  were  made  with  stramonium,  in  1797.  An  ingenious 
explanation  of  the  modus  operandi  of  these  substances  is  given  by  Mr. 
Walker.  He  supposes  that  the  branches  of  the  3d  and  5th  pair  of 
nerves,  which  unite  to  form  the  lenticular  ganglion,  preside,  respec- 
tively, over  the  dilatation  and  contraction  of  the  iris  ;  the  former  being 
appropriated  to  the  radiated,  and  the  latter  to  the  circular  or  orbicular, 
fibres.  Filaments,  frotn  the  same  division  of  the  5th,  are  also  distributed 
to  the  palpebrae  and  forehead,  and  through  this  nervous  communication 
the  narcotic  influence  is  propagated  to  the  sphincter  fibres  of  the  iris, 
which,  by  their  extreme  delicacy  of  structure,  and  the  absence  of  any 
fixed  attachment,  are  rendered  liable  to  paralysis  from  a  degree  of  nar- 
cotism which  would  not  otherwise  be  perceptible.  The  contraction  of 
the  orbicular  fibres  being  thus  temporarily  suspended,  while  those  sup- 
plied by  the  third  pair  preserve  their  vitality  unimpaired,  the  antagonism 
is  destroyed,  and  dilatation  is,  of  course,  the  result.  In  other  words, 
there  is  a  paralysis,  more  or  less  complete,  of  the  circular  fibres  of 
the  iris. 

Singidar  Gun-shot  Wound. — In  the  late  operations  of  the  French 
army  in  taking  the  city  of  Constantina,  General  Perregaux  received  a 
musket  ball  at  the  root  of  the  nose,  exactly  between  his  eyes — says  an 
officer  in  writing  to  the  Mcssager  —  and  "Dr.  Bandeus  has  already 
extracted  a  number  of  splinters.  The  ball  penetrated  to  the  depth  of 
two  inches,  in  a  bony  place,  and  when  suppuration  takes  place,  it  may 
probably  he  extracted."  Hopes  are  entertained  that  the  General  may 
be  saved  by  the  care  and  skill  of  his  medical  attendants. 


Medical  Lectures  in  Maine. — A  few  weeks  hence  the  lecture  term  will 
open  at  Bnwdoin  College,  a  school  which  has  always  sustained  an  excel- 
lent reputation.  Those  who  can  make  it  convenient,  when  the  lectures 
close  in  Boston,  Hanover,  Berkshire,  Caslleton,  Fairfuld,  and  New 
Haven,  to  join  the  class  at  Brunswick,  will  find  themselves  under  the 
guidance  of  professors  of  eminent  talents   and  moral  worth.     Dr.  Koby, 
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it  will  be  recollected,  of  this  city,  takes  the  chair  of  Anatomy  and  Pliysi- 
ology.  Students,  by  communicating  with  him,  may  inform  themselves 
in  relation  to  the  cost  of  board,  tuition,  &c.,  items  of  considerable 
importance  to  those  going  amongst  strangers. 

Auction  of  Medical  Boohs. — It  would  really  be  worth  while  for  gentle- 
men who  are  desirous  of  increasing  their  lil)raries  with  good  and  substan- 
tial works,  to  employ  an  agent  to  purchase  for  them,  at  some  of  the  auc- 
tions which  frequently  take  place  in  Boston,  if  it  is  not  convenient  to  at- 
tend the  sales  themselves.  Even  the  latest  works,  such  as  Liston's  Sur- 
gery, Frichard  on  Insanity,  Laennec  on  the  Chest,  &c.  &c.,  were  sold, 
a  week  or  two  since,  one  would  suppose,  below  the  actual  cost  of  bind- 
ing. At  this  particular  season,  it  is  very  common  to  have  medical  books 
ofi"ered  in  this  vvay,  and  by  the  expenditure  of  a  little  time,  a  choice  col- 
lection of  the  best  works  known  to  the  profession  might  be  collected  at 
less  than  half  their  true  value. 


Medical  Miscellany. — The  military  hospital  at  Jacksonville,  Florida, 
under  the  care  of  Dr.  Walsh,  was  totally  destroyed  by  tire  on  the  17th, 
I\o  patients,  fortunately,  in  the  house. — Drs.  Brevoort  and  Allen,  lectur- 
ers on  phrenology,  seem  to  meet  with  enthusiastic  encouraijement  at  Fall 
River. — Dr.  Robert  Mayo  is  preparing  a  book  to  be  entitled  Eight  Years 
in  Washington. — Complaint  has  been  made  in  Congress  that  only  one 
surgeon,  on  the  IMediterranean  Station,  was  allowed  to  more  than  a  hun- 
dred patients.  There  never  has  been  a  sufficient  number  of  surgeons  in 
the  navy,  since  the  organization  of  the  government.  Five  hundred  more, 
at  least,  should  be  put  in  commission,  to  meet  all  emergencies. — A  re- 
ward has  been  offered  by  Sir  Fracis  Head,  Governor  of  Lpper  Canada, 
of  250/.  for  Dr.  Charles  Duncombe,  a  patriot  leader. — Frost,  the  Thom- 
sonian,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  has  been  declared  guilty,  by  a  jury,  of 
manslaughter  in  the  fourth  degree,  and  recommended  to  mercy. — Small- 
pox has  appeared  at  Milford,  Mass.,  causing  considerable  alarm. — Dr. 
JVIasson,  who  last  summer  offered  a  reward  for  Lord  Gosford's  head,  has 
been  taken  prisoner  by  the  loyalists,  at  St.  Charles,  Lower  Canada. — 
The  sale  of  hygeian  pills  in  this  country,  in  one  single  year,  as  proved 
in  court  at  jNew  York,  in  Sears's  trial  lor  counterfeiting  them,  amounted 
to  between  three  and  four  hundred  thousand  dollars. — The  cholera  has 
broken  out  at  Constantina,  and  several  distinguished  officers  have  been 
carried  off  by  it. — A  true  bill  was  found  against  Dr.  Stennett  for  shoot- 
ing at  Capt.  Graves,  on  the  passage  from  New  York  to  Jamaica,  where  the 
doctor  is  in  durance. — Dr.  John  Marshal,  of  Woodford  county,  a  brother 
of  the  late  chief  justice,  has  been  appointed  President  of  Transylvania 
University. — 'The  last  number  of  the  Southern  Medical  Journal  contains 
Dr.  Warren's  Rhinoplastic  Operation,  with  the  lithographic  illustrations, 
which  latter  were  sent  from  Boston. 

Died, — At  Charlton,  Mass.,  Dr.  Ebenezer  H.  Phillips,  aged  81.  He  has 
practised  medicine  sixty  years. — Near  Edenton,  N.  C,  Dr.  Matthias  E.  Sawyer, 
aged  3-3. — In  Jef!erson  Co.,  Va.,  Dr.  Robert  Waters,  aged  60. 

Whdle  niimher  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  endinc  Tec.  30,  .3t'.     M.nles,  24 — Females,  12. 

Consntiiption,  0— scarlet  fever,  2— sudden,  1 — tumor  in  the  chest,  1  —  intemperance,  .3 — drowned,  1 
— intlnnimalion  of  the  lunss,  1 — old  ape,  4— dropsy,  1  — inHamniati<ui  of  the  bowels,  2— Imnorrhape 
of  the  lungs,  1— cholera  infantum,  I  — dropsy  in  tlie  chest,  1— teething,  1— hooping  cough,  I— btirn, 
1 — chrouic  diarrhcea,  1— pleurisy,  1— 'Stillborn,  1. 
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FALLING  OF  THE   WOMB   CURED  BY    EXTERNAL   APPLICATION. 

DR.  A.  G.  HULL'S  UTKltOAIUJnMINAL  SUPPORTEll  is  otrereil  to  those  afflicted  with 
Prolapsus  Uteri,  or  Falling  of  the  IVmnb,  and  otlier  diseases  depending  upon  a  relaxation  ot'  the  ab- 
dominal muscles,  as  an  instruineiLt  in  every  way  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  restoration  to 
health.  When  this  instrument  is  carefully  and  properly  fitted  to  the  form  ol  the  patient,  it  inva- 
riably affords  the  most  iiiiuiediate  immunity  from  the  distressing  "  drairginiT  and  bearing- down" 
sensations  which  accompany  nearly  all  cases  of  vi.sceral  displacements  of  tlie  abdomen,  and  its  skil- 
ful application  is  always  followed  by  a?i  early  confession  of  radical  relief  from  the  patient  herself. 
The  Supporter  is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by  ihepalient  without  further  aid.  With- 
in the  last  three  years  nearly  loOJ  of  the  Utero-^hdoininai  Supporters  have  been  applied  with  the 
most  happy  results. 

The  very  great  success  which  this  instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its  examina- 
tion by  tlio  physician  will  Induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  Pessary  hitherto  in  use.  It  is  gratify- 
ing to  state  III  It  it  has  met  the  decided  afiprobation  of  Sir  Aslley  Cooperj  of  London,  Edward  Delafield 
M.I). .Professor  of  .Midwifery,  University  of  the  State  of  New  York,  of  Professors  of -Midwifery  in  the 
different  Medical  Schools  of  the  United  Slates,  and  every  other  Pbjsician  or  Surgeon  who  has  had  a 
practical  knowledge  of  its  qualities,  as  well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  it. 

i'he  public  and  medical  profession  are  cautioned  against  Impositions  in  this  instrument,  as  well  as 
in  Trusses  vended  as  mine,  which  are  unsafe  and  vicious  imitations.  The  genuine  Trusses  bear  my 
signature  in  writing  on  the  label,  and  the  Supporter  has  its  title  embossed  upon  its  envelope. 

.\.MUS   G.   HULL,  Office  4  Vesey  Street,  .\stor  House,  Xew  York. 

The  Subscribers  having  been  appointed  .Agents  for  the  sale  of  the  above  ii.slruraents,  all  orders 
addressed  to  them  will  be  promptly  attended  to.  LOWE  &   REED, 

Jan.  '3.  lyreop  24  .Merchants  Row,   Boston. 

VACCINE   VIRUS. 

Physicians  in  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  procuie  ten  quills  charged  with  Flre  Vaccine 
ViRL's  by  return  mall,  on  addressing  the  editor  of  the  Boston  .Medical  and  .■surgical  Journal,  enclos- 
ing one  dollar,  postpaid,  without  wliich,  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  office.  Oct.  So. 

MEDICAL    SCHOOL    OF   MAINE. 

The  Medical  Lectures  at  Bowdoin  College  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  19th  of  February,  1838. 

.\natomy   and  Surgery,   by  Joseph  Roby,  -M.D.,   late    Demonstrator   of  .Anatomy   iu   the   Medical 

School  of  Harvard  University. 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  (Jhstetrlcs  and  .Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  James  M'Keen,  M.D. 
Chemistry  and  .Materia  .Medica,  by  PiRKER  Cleaveland,  .M.D. 
The  .\natomical  Cabinet  and  the  Library  are  annually  increasing. 

Every  person,  becoming  a  member  of  this  institution,  is  required  previously  to  present   satisfactory 
evidence  of  possessing  a  good  moral  character. 
The  amount  of  t'eer^  for  the  lectures  Is  ^.5J.     The  lectures  continue  three  months. 
Degrees  are  conferred  at  the  close  of  the  lecture  term   in  May,  and  at  the  following  Commence- 
ment of  the  College  in  September. 

Professor  M'Kee.v,  who  lias  been  absent  during  the  last  year,  visiting  the  hospitals  of  Great  Britain 
and  France,  will  return  to  this  country  before  the  commencement  of  the  lectures. 

P.  CLE.WELAND,  Secretary. 
Brunswick, Oct.  1837.  Xov.  8 — eopGt 

TO   MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

The  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  in  all  the  branches  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery.  .-V  suitable  room  will  be  provided,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  medical 
library,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  districts  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  Eye 
and  Ear  iurtriiiary,  and  of  attending  a  course  ol  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye. 

\  regularcour.se  of  recitations  and  examinations  will  include  all  the  required  professional  works. 
Auato.iiical  instruction  and  [irlvale  disseclion  will  form  a  prominent  pari  In  the  study  oftlie  pupils. 
For  further  information, applv  to  eitherof  the  subscribers.  JOHN  JEFFRIES,  M.D. 

R.  \V.   HOOPER,  M.D. 
Franklin  Street,  JVov.  9,  183G.  July  19— 6m  JOHN  H.  DIX,  .M.D. 

MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  medical  instruction.  A  convenient  room 
has  been  provided  for  this  purpose,  wlilrh  will  be  opeti  to  the  students  at  all  hours.  T  hey  will  have 
access  to  an  extensive  medical  library,  and  every  other  necessary  facility  for  the  acquirement  of  a 
thorough  medical  education. 

Opportunities  will  be  offered  for  the  observation  of  diseases  and  their  treatment  in  tjro  Dispensary 
districts,  embracing  Wards  1,  2  and  3,  and  in  cases  whicli  will  be  treated  at  the  room  daily. 
Instru'-.tlon  will  be  given  by  clinical  and  otlier  lectures,  and  by  examinations  at  least  twice  a  week. 
.''uflicienl  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  .\natoiiiy. 

For  further  Information,  application  may  be  made  at  the  room,  over  103  Hanover  street,  or  to 
the  subscribers.  EPIIRAIM  BUCK,  M.D. 

ASA  B.  SNOW,  M.D. 
E.  WALTER  LE.VCH,  M.D. 
Boston,  .SugustQ,lS37.  IIENKY  G.  CLARK,  .M.D. 

JOSEPH  MORI  ARTY,  .M.D. 


THE  BOSPO.X  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOITllNAL  Is  published  t  very  W.  diusday,  by 
I).  CLAPP,  JR.  at  1S4  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Fi.inklin  Street,  lo  \\  hoiii  all  roniniuiiitations 
must  hs  ad  if  r!!ssed,fK)  <(-/)«/(/.  It  is  also  published  In  Alonllily  Parts,  each  Part  ronlaiiiiiiL'  the  weekly 
nii.n'iers  of  the  precedlim  month,  slitclied  in  a  cover.  J  .  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  I'.dilor. —  Priie  iiH,00  a 
year  in  advance.  ^3.. oO  after  three  months,  and  .$4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year. — .Agents  allowed 
every  seventh  copy  gratis. — Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accumpauied  by  payment  iu  advancet  or 
salisiiictury  refereace. — P«t«lage  the  aatne  as  for  a  Newspaper. 
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HUMULUS   LUPULUS.     THE   HOP. 

FROM    SIGMONn's    LECTURES    ON    THE    MATERIA    MEDICA. 

The  hop  is  indigenous  to  England,  although  its  use  in  domestic  bever- 
age did  not  come  into  fashion  until  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII..  when  its 
utility  was  first  taught  by  the  Flemish  beer  makers.  At  first,  it  does 
not  seem  to  have  met  with  very  general  approbation,  for  we  learn  from 
Bliih,  that  the  good  people  of  the  city  of  London  petitioned  against  two 
articles,  which  are  now  considered  indispensable  to  our  comfort,  New- 
castle coal,  and  hops;  the  latter  nuisance  was  complained  of  "in  regard 
they  would  spoyle  the  taste  of  drink  and  endanger  the  people,"  We 
find  soon,  however,  that  they  came  into  general  vogue  ;  and  Parkinson 
observes,  "  The  ale  which  our  forefathers  were  accustomed  only  to 
drink,  being  of  a  thicker  kind  of  drinke  than  beere,  is  now  almost  quite 
left  off  to  be  made  ;  the  use  of  hops  to  be  put  therein  altering  the 
quality  thereof  to  be  much  more  healthfull,  or  rather  physical!  to  pre- 
serve the  body  from  expletion  of  grosse  humours  which  the  ale  en- 
gendeied." 

This  plant  grows  spontaneously,  in  hedges  and  bushy  places,  in  moist 
rich  soil,  in  almost  all  parts  of  Europe,  and  likewise  in  North  America. 
Fuchsius  tells  us,  that  it  is  the  same  as  the  bruo  of  the  Greeks,  and  the 
lupus  salictarius  of  the  Romans,  a  plant  which,  according  to  Pliny, 
gievv  amongst  the  willows,  and  twining  around  them,  choked  them,  and 
was  as  destructive  as  the  wolf,  fiom  which  it  took  its  name  ;  the  generic 
appellation  of  "  humulus,"  is  thought  to  have  been  given  to  it  in  con- 
sequence of  its  preference  for  a  humid  soil.  It  is  said  that  our  English 
name  is  derived  from  the  Anglo  Saxon  verb,  hoppan,  to  climb,  but  that 
verb,  both  in  Danish  and  Teutonic,  seems  only  to  have  been  used  to 
signify  that  which  it  does  in  modern  English,  to  jump  on  one  leg.  Pro- 
fessor Burnett,  whose  love  for  philology  was  one  of  his  particular  cha- 
racteristics, thinks  it  comes  from  a  verb,  meaning  to  climb,  and  that  it 
was  intended  to  describe  the  peculiar  habits  of  the  plant. 

The  hop  has  a  perennial  root  ;  it  rises  by  several  weak,  twining, 
angular,  rough  stems ;  it  does  not  climb  by  tendrils,  but  ascends  a  prop, 
trees,  or  shrubs,  on  poles,  or  in  hedges ;  it  is  often  made  to  reach  the 
height  of  twenty  feet  or  more,  always  with  the  sun,  that  is,  from  right 
to  left,  or  from  east  to  west  by  the  south  ;  this  direction  is  followed  by 
some  other  plants,  such  as  the  honey-suckle,  and  the  biack-briony, 
23 
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whilst  most  of  the  leguniinous  plants,  such  as  the  kidney-hean,  turn  the 
contrary  way.  The  leaves  are  opposite,  heart-shaj)ecl,  serrated,  entire, 
tliree  or  five  lobed,  of  a  deep-green  color,  and  sustained  on  iont;  foot- 
stalks, which,  as  well  as  tlie  leaves,  are  rough,  with  minute  prickles. 
The  stipules  are  two  or  four,  heart-shaped,  bifid  at  eacli  joint.  Tlie 
flowers,  which  are  on  distinct  plants,  are  axillary  or  terminal;  and  fur- 
nished with  bracteas.  The  males  are  on  branclied  peduncles  of  a 
greenish-yellow  color  ;  the  calyx  is  formed  of  five  oblong,  concave,  mi- 
nutely serrated  sepals  ;  there  is  no  corolla  ;  the  filaments  are  five,  they 
are  short,  and  have  oblong  anthers.  The  females  are  in  axillary, 
stalked,  ovate,  drooping  catkins,  composed  of  membranous  scales  of  a 
pale-green  color,  and  containing  the  germen,  which  is  sn)all,  having  two 
very  short  reflex  styles,  and  awl-shaped  downy  stigmas. 

All  the  peculiar  fragrance  and  bitterness  of  the  hop  are  concentrated 
in  a  principle  which  is  spontaneously  formed  upon  the  scales  of  the 
strobiles  of  the  female  plants.  It  is  to  Dr.  Ives,  of  ISew  York,  that  we 
are  indebted  for  the  knowledge  we  have  gained  upon  this  matter  :  for  he 
first  pointed  out,  and  by  a  variety  of  experiments  demonstrated,  that  the 
bop,  on  being  shaken  and  sifted,  yields  a  powder  which  has  a  very 
subtle  aroma,  which  is  soon  imparted  to  water  and  alcohol,  and  which  is 
very  speedily  di^^sipated  by  a  high  temperature.  To  this  substance,  the 
name  of  "  lupuline  "  has  been  given,  and  lately  it  has  been  called 
"  lupulia."  In  the  market  it  is  commonly  known  under  the  technical 
term,  condition.  Lupulia  contains  tannin,  gallic  acid,  and  a  bitter  prin- 
ciple ;  these  are  soluble  in  alcohol  and  in  water  ;  it  has  an  extractive 
matter,  which  is  soluble  only  in  water  ;  it  contains  resin,  soluble  in  alco- 
hol and  ether,  and  wax,  which  is  only  soluble  in  alkalies  and  boiling 
ether.  The  aromatic  and  bitter  properties  of  the  lupulia  are  more 
readily  and  con)pletely  imbibed  by  alcohol  than  by  water,  and  much 
sooner  by  both  hot,  than  when  cold;  about  five  eighths  of  the  whole  are 
soluble  in  water,  alcohol,  and  ether,  there  being  about  three  eighths  of  a 
vegetable  fibrous  matter.  Having  ascertained  that  for  brewing,  the  only 
part  of  the  hop  which  was  absolutely  and  indispensably  necessary,  was 
this  lupulia,  Dr.  Ives  proceeded  to  discover  what  quantity  was  yielded 
by  a  given  weight  of  hops.  Six  pounds  of  hops,  from  the  centre  of  a 
pocket,  were  put  into  a  light  bag,  and,  by  thrasliing,  rubbing,  and  sifting, 
fourteen  ounces  of  lupulia  were  obtained.  The  idea  that  was  then  en- 
tertained, was,  that  dry  hops  would  produce  a  sixth  part  of  their  weight 
of  this  substance  ;  and  this  was  confirmed  ;  for  two  barrels  of  beer 
were  made,  in  which  nine  ounces  of  lupulia  were  substituted  for  five 
pounds  of  hops.  Although  the  quantity  of  lupuline  was  less  than  com- 
monly enters  into  the  same  quantity  of  wort  ;  and  although  the  weather, 
for  this  was  done  in  the  month  of  June,  was,  in  consequence  of  the 
great  heat,  unfavorable  to  the  beer,  it  was,  at  the  end  of  five  weeks, 
retnarkably  fine.  This  may  prove  a  discovery  of  essential  advantage 
to  the  brewer — it  may  render  the  whole  hop  unnecessary  ;  and,  as  Dr. 
Ives  observes,  "  if  any  mechanical  means  can  be  devised  by  which 
the  lupulia  may  be  easily  and  readily  separated  from  the  strobiles,  it 
will  consummate  an  improvement  of  incalculable  value  in  the  preser- 
vation of  hops  and  the  art  of  brewing." 
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MM.  Payer  and  Chevalier  obtained  a  volatile  oil  from  the  lupulia, 
which  is  very  simihir  in  its  odor  to  the  hop,  but  is  nuich  more  penetrat- 
ing, feels  harsh  to  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nose,  and  that  of  the 
throat,  and  is  likewise  narcotic.  Dr.  Ives  had  not  observed  this  oil  ; 
from  its  great  solubility  in  water,  and  its  volatility,  it  at  first  escaped  his 
attention. 

Mr.  Planche  has  s,iven  a  formula  by  which  lupulia  may  be  obtained 
in  a  purified  state;  he  directs  "to  separate  the  sand  from  the  lupulia, 
put  it  into  water,  shake  it  for  a  few  minutes,  decant  that  which  is  held 
in  solution  by  the  water,  and  a  dark-colored  sand  is  deposited.  Repeat 
the  process  several  times,  and  spread  the  lupulia,  whicl)  is  insoluble  in 
water,  on  bibulous  paper;  let  it  drain,  and  then  dry  it  in  the  air,  neither 
exposed  to  the  sun  nor  to  a  temperature  above  76  degrees.  It  should 
be  prepared  yearly,  and  this  cleansing  process  must  be  quickly  conduct- 
ed, or  it  will  undergo  a  change." 

The  uses  to  which  in  domestic  economy  the  hops  are  placed,  are 
principally  to  communicate  their  peculiar  aromatic,  agreeable  flavor,  and 
to  cover  the  sweetness  of  undecomposed  saccharine  matter,  and  to 
separate  a  portion  of  a  peculiar  vegetable  mucilage,  in  consequence  of 
the  gallic  acid  and  the  tannin  they  contain.  This  mucilage  diffused 
through  the  beer,  would  very  speedily  assist  in  the  decomposition  that 
would  occur,  and  the  consequent  conversion  of  the  fluid  into  vinegar. 
The  separation,  in  small  flakes,  like  those  of  curdled  soap,  is  produced 
by  the  liops,  and  if  the  beer  or  ale  be  very  thick,  full-bodied,  and  ap- 
parently abounding  with  this  mucilage,  the  probability  is,  that  if  it  be 
kept  but  a  very  short  time  it  will  run  into  fomentation,  and  be  unfit  for 
drinking.  It  is  in  the  solution  of  malt  and  water  known  by  the  name 
of  "  wort,"  that  the  hops  are  boiled,  until  the  liquor  "  parts,"  as  it  is 
called  ;  that  is,  until  this  mucila2,inous  portion,  which  rendered  it  turbid, 
separates  ;  and  they  are  afterwards  removed  by  pouring  the  fluid  through 
a  coarse  strainer,  before  the  cooling  and  subsequent  fomentation  take 
place. 

Great  medicinal  virtues  have  at  some  periods  been  ascribed  to  the 
hop  plant,  and  soine  of  the  older  herbalists  speak  of  its  powers  in  very 
enthusiastic  language;  but  more  modern  inquirers  have  shown  that 
the  limits  of  its  utility  are  very  circumscribed.  It  was  at  one  period 
described  as  one  of  the  most  valuable  (nedicines  for  the  solution  of  stone 
in  the  bladder.  It  was  said  by  Lobb  to  be  capable  of  softening  the 
hardest  calculus.  "  Decocto  emollitus  est  calculus  urinarius  durissimus, 
unde  concluditur  lithonthroptici  vim  in  corpore  humano  exercere  pos- 
se," are  the  words  of  Murray,  of  Gottingen  ;  and  our  great  botanist, 
Ray,  seems  to  have  believed  that  since  the  hop  had  been  introduced 
to  make  beer,  fewer  individuals  had  labored  under  nephritic  complaints 
in  London  than  previously.  However,  this  opinion  soon  lost  ground, 
and  the  very  reverse  doctrine  was  promulgated,  that  the  hop  was  pro- 
ductive of  calculous  complaints  ;  but  we  find  Dr.  Quincy,  in  the  *'  Lon- 
don Dispensatory,"  thus  delivering  the  general  views  of  medical  men: 
"  That  part  of  the  plant  which  is  such  a  mighty  commodity  in  England, 
and  used  in  our  malt  liquors,  is   reckoned  very  discutient,  aperitive,  and 
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goofl,  in  all  obstructions  of  the  viscera,  and  particularly  of  the  liver  and 
kidneys,  and  therefore  that  notion  of  such  liquors  from  them  reviving  a 
disposition  to  breed  the  stone  in  the  bladder,  can  have  no  foundation. 
They  are  likewise  an  agreeable  bitter,  and,  upon  that  account,  good  to 
strengthen  the  stomach,  and  render  those  li(juors  in  which  they  are 
brewed  much  more  gratelul  to  it." 

I  believe  that  to  a  stoiiuuh  in  the  right  exercise  of  its  functions,  the 
different  varieties  of  malt  liquor  will  be  beneficial,  and  that  tiiere  is  no 
probabilily  of  any  morbid  secretion  taking  place  ;  but  it  may  be  very 
(airly  assertecJ,  that  there  are  very  few  people  who  have  the  organs  of 
assimilation  in  a  proper  state,  and  that  the  great  tendency,  afier  a  cer- 
tain period  of  life,  is  to  the  formation  of  acid.  In  the  process  of  diges- 
tion, if  the  laboratory  of  nature  do  not  possess  the  jiroper  powers,  the 
food  undergoes  the  same  flecomposition  that  it  would  do  if  exposed  to 
the  action  of  the  atmospheric  air,  and  the  consequence  is  production  of 
acidity.  As  the  acids  tlius  formed  would  endanger  the  gieat  organs  of 
life,  the  kidneys  remove  them,  and  they  are  thrown  out  by  the  urinary 
fluid,  or  they  become  de[)osited  in  the  kidneys  or  l)ladder.  In  some 
cases  beer  is  very  quickly  conveyed  into  the  circulation,  and  from  thence 
passes  to  the  kidneys,  so  that  its  diuretic  powers  prevent  the  acids  from 
becofning  deposited,  and  (rom  remaining  in  the  system ;  and  hence, 
when  it  proves  diuretic,  it  may  he  considered  spiviceable  in  calculous 
affections,  and  may  be  reconnnended  to  be  em[)loyed  with  the  food,  but, 
on  tiie  other  hand,  the  beer  when  taken  may  not  only  impede  the  half- 
performed  digestion,  but  promote  acidity,  and  its  extended  train  of  evils. 
Again,  so  far  from  being  a  diuretic,  it  may  rather  deaden  every  part  of 
the  nervous  system,  and  prevent  the  tissues  and  organs  from  being 
sensible  to  their  usual  stimulus.  It  then  retards  the  circulation  ;  the 
kidne)'s  lake  up  the  acid,  and  seem  to  want  the  power  of  transmitting 
it  through  their  own  tissues,  and  hence  formation  of  various  kinds  are 
produced.  As  1  shall  hereafter  have  occasion  to  dwell  upon  this  sub- 
ject, when  speaking  of  diuretics,  I  shall  only  observe,  that  when  there 
is  acidity,  heartburn,  flatulence,  and  a  previous  tendency  to  calculous 
disorders,  beer  will  be  very  injurious,  and  the  red  gravel  will  be  pro- 
duced, and  that  more  es[)ecially  will  be  the  result  of  taking  ale.  There 
is  a  fashion  now  predominant  of  taking  soda  with  ale  or  porter,  and  cer- 
tainly in  many  instances  in  small  quantities  it  assists  in  promoting  diges- 
tion, and  in  neutralizing  the  superabundant  acid. 

Coles,  the  herbalist,  in  1657,  and  Dr.  Brookes,  in  our  Dispensatory, 
have  both  of  them  spoken  of  hops  as  medicinal,  but  the  subject  was 
very  much  brought  before  the  profession  in  the  year  1801,  previous  to 
which  there  were  a  few  scattered  observations,  but  jNIr.  Freake  recom- 
mended it  as  a  valuable  bitter,  and  published  the  result  of  his  experi- 
ence, and  this  was  confirmed  by  several  of  the  medical  men  of  the  day, 
whilst  other's  again  tried  it  in  various  diseases.  Thus  Dr.  Latham  was 
induced  to  give  it  in  phthisis,  and  considered  it  in  the  last  stages  to  be  a 
very  valuable  substitute  for  laudanum  ;  he  found  it,  too,  very  service- 
able in  checking  obstinate  vomitins:.  Dr.  Mayo  had  occasion  to  speak 
very  highly  of  its  eflicacy  in  the  convulsive  diseases  to   which  young 
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children  are  liable,  and  Mnore  partifiilarly  under  the  infliicnre  of  teeth- 
ing. Di\  Slone  was  convinced  that  it  possessed  consideiable  power  in 
the  removal  of  the  greater  miniber  of  symptonis  whicii  attend  disor- 
dered Slates  of  the  stomach.  Dr.  iMaton  formed  a  high  opinion  of  its 
value  as  a  sedative.  Dr.  Cullen  said,  that  he  had  learnt  from  the  highest 
authority  that  it  was  employed  in  Spain  as  a  sudorific,  when  the  remains 
of  the  syphilitic  taint  lingered  in  the  system.  It  was  also  recommended 
for  worms,  and  the  practice  of  Darelius,  who  spoke  of  it  as  an  anihel- 
n)intic,  was  revived. 

All  these  auihoriiies  liave  led  to  the  employment  of  the  hop  in  the 
shape  of  tincture,  or  of  extract,  and,  though  it  may  not  be  an  active 
medicine,  it  is  highly  useful,  and  very  much  aids  other  nierlicines  by  its 
soothins;  power  on  the  stomtich,  and  its  grateful  bitterness,  which  ren- 
ders it  a  very  serviceable  tonic  where  other  drugs  could  not  safely  be 
administered.  The  extract  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  is  to  be  made  of  tw'o 
pounds  and  a  half  of  the  hop,  and  boiling  distilled  water  two  gallons  ; 
macerate  for  twenty-ibur  hours,  then  boil  down  to  a  gallon,  and  strain 
the  liquor  while  hot  ;  finally,  evaporate  to  a  suitable  consistence  ;  of 
this,  five  grains  to  a  scruple  may  be  employed.  For  the  tincture  now 
called  "  tinctura  lupuli,"  and  before,  "  tinctura  humuli,"  take  of  hops 
six  ounces,  proof  spirit  two  pints,  macerate  for  fourteen  days,  and  strain  ; 
of  this,  from  thirty  minims  to  two  drachms  may  very  fearlessly  be  pre- 
scribed. Dr.  Ives  attributes  the  stimulating  effect  rather  to  the  proof 
spirit  than  to  the  hops,  and  therefore  tliinks  the  tonic  or  narcotic  influ- 
ence cannot  be  of  much  remedial  benefit.  He  has  been  led  to  pre- 
scribe lupulia,  and  he  finds  it  hequently  induce  sleep,  and  quiet  nervous 
irritation,  without  causing  costiveness,  or  impairing,  like  opium,  the  tone 
of  the  stomach.  A  tincture  is  made  l)y  digesting  two  ounces  of  the  lu- 
pulia in  a  pint  of  alcohol,  of  which,  from  one  to  two  drachms  is  the 
dose.  Dr.  Ives  states,  that  inquietude  and  watchfulness,  connected  with 
excessive  initability,  in  all  gradations,  from  the  restlessness  consecjuent 
upon  exhaustion  and  fatigue,  to  the  most  uncontrollable  paroxysms  of 
deliriufi)  tremens,  are  more  frequently  allayed  by  this  remedy  than  by 
any  other.  There  is  a  formula,  which  is  called  JVIagendie's  powder  of 
lupulia,  which  cou'^i-sts  merely  in  rubbing  one  part  of  lupulia  with  two 
parts  of  wliite  su;:ar,  until  they  are  intimately  blended,  which  forms  a 
mass  by  being  beaten,  from  which  pills  can  be  made,  and  this  is  the  best 
preparation  that  can  be  employed. 

An  infusion  of  the  root  of  the  hop  has  been  used  instead  of  sarsapa- 
rilla.  and  likewise  for  nephritis.  There  is  an  infusion  ordered  by  our 
Pharmacopcfiia,  but  not  of  the  root,  to  be  made  from  six  drachms, 
macerated  in  a  i)int  of  boiling  distillerl  water,  for  four  hours,  in  a  vessel 
lightly  covered,  and  then  to  be  strained.  Externally,  an  ointment  has 
been  used  in  cancerous  sores  to  relieve  pain,  and  a  catajilasm  of  an  in- 
fusion of  the  dried  stroliiles  has  been  applied  with  some  good  residt  to 
ill-conditioned  and  sloughing  ulcers.  The  pommade  de  lupuline  is 
made  of  three  parts  of  lard  and  one  part  of  bruised  lupulia  ;  dissolve  in 
a  warm  bath,  and  strain  it  through  a  lawn  sieve;  this  has  been  spoken 
of  as  a  very  valuable  application  for  soothing  pain.     A  pillow  stuffed 
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with  the  strobiles  of  the  hop,  and  gently  warmed,  until  the  aroma  is 
fully  developed,  has  been  from  an  early  period  a  great  favorite  as  a  do- 
mestic remedy  against  sleplessness,  but  it  does  not  produce  much  effect 
unless  a  little  camphor  be  added  to  it,  when  the  odor  seems  much  in- 
creased, as  well  as  the  powers  of  the  plant. 


REMARKABLE   CASE   OF   BILIARY   CALCULL 

The  following  communication  was  addressed  to  Dr.  Paul  F.  Eve  by 
Dr.  S.  B.  Cunningham,  a  highly  distinguished  physician  of  East 
Tennessee. 

Dear  Sir: — Accompanying  this  you  will  receive  two  hundred  biliary 
calculi,  being  a  part  of  the  number  obtained  on  a  post-mortem  inspec- 
tion of  an  individual  (namely,  the  late  Judge  E — ),  of  this  place.  We 
have  retained  about  fifty  as  specimens  of  illustration  for  the  use  of  pri- 
vate students.  I  trust  that  what  I  send  iDay  be  added  to  your  collec- 
tion of  morbid  specimens,  and  with  your  superior  talents  and  o|)por- 
tunities,  subserve  in  some  degree  the  philanthropic  intention  ex|)ressed 
in  the  dying  request  of  him  who  fell  a  victim  under  their  influence. 

I  am  able  to  glean  but  a  few  prominent  facts  from  his  previous  history 
which  bear  relation  to  the  disease,  so  as  to  aid  in  illustrating  its  pathology. 
First,  then,  I  remark,  he  was  by  birth  a  Virginian,  descended  from  a 
family  of  rank  and  influence,  of  but  ordinary  strength  of  physical  con- 
stitution naturally,  but  endowed   with    uncommon  strength  and  vivacity 
of  intellectual  powers,  with  devoted  and  untiring  perseverance  in  literary 
pursuits.      As  a  matter  of  course  his  habits  were  sedentary.     Of  a  san- 
guine  bilious  teniperament,   and    from    his   associations  in   life,  he   was 
tempted   to    partake  liberally  of  the  indulgence  and  luxury  of  the  table 
(a  thing  common  in  his  day).     The  evils  to  be  apprehended  to  such  an 
one,  under   such  circumstances,  have   been   too   often  experienced  and 
explained  to  need  comment.     He  had  suffered  several  attacks   of  inter- 
mittent fever  whilst  a  resident  of  Norfolk,  which  left  him   with  disease 
(probably  enlarged   or   indurated  spleen),  from  which,  I  am  led  to  sup- 
pose, he  never  entirely  recovered.     Somewhere  between  the  years  1815 
and  ''20,  he  removed  to  Tennessee.     He  was  at  that  time  from  45  to  50 
years  of  age,  and   had   become  quite  corpulent — rather  oppressed   with 
obesity,  which  rendered  him  the   more  sluggish  and  inert.     His  superior 
talents  soon  designated  him  as   a   fit  character  for  the  bench  of  the  Su- 
preme Court.     Looking  over  the  geographical  boundaries  of  the  Slate, 
and  considering  the   arduous   duties  of  the  office,  we  can   perceive  at 
once  that  it  must  have  been  oppressive.      Having  to  travel  over  a  boun- 
dary of  several   hundred  miles  of  mountainous  country,  alternating  with 
the  confinement  of  official  duties,  it  must   have  broken  down  his  already 
weakened  powers.      It   was  in   one  of  these  travels  that  he  was  seized 
with  the  first  of  a  series  of  spasms  of  the  stoniach,  as  was  then  thought, 
which  visited  him   at  irregular  intervals  until   the  close  of  life.     These 
attacks  were  supposed,   by   his  medical  attendants,  to   be  gout  in  the 
stomach,  and   the  treatment  corresponded  with  this  pathological  view. 
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The  means  employed  were  venesection,  blisters,  with  a  profusion  of  re- 
vulsives, anodynes,  &ic.  he,  but  all  to  little  or  no  purpose — the  pains 
and  spasm  still  continued.  The  warm  bath  was  the  first  application  to 
afford  relief,  and  this  was  his  chief  means  of  reliance  for  many  years 
when  the  pains  retmned.  The  writer  was  first  called  to  administer  to 
his  relief  in  1830,  some  years  after  he  had  retired  horn  office  in  hopes  of 
regaining  his  health  on  his  farm.  On  this  occasion  he  was  seized  with 
pains  in  the  right  hy[)Och()ndrium  and  with  general  abdominal  tension, 
at  first  supposed  to  be  colic — further  characterized  by  cosiiveness,  full 
tense  pulse,  furred  tongue,  and  some  thirst.  To  subdue  these,  I  find, 
by  reference  to  my  book,  1  had  recomse  to  repeated  and  copious  bleed- 
ing, warm  bath  and  purgatives.  The  last  of  these  measures  had  to  be 
administered  in  unusually  large  doses;  about  30  to  40  grains  of  calomel, 
with  a  large  pill  of  opium,  followed  by  repeated  and  full  doses  of  jalap 
and  oil,  before  they  produced  anything  like  full  action  of  the  bowels. 
This  was  usually  the  case  when  he  had  occasion  to  take  medicine  at 
all;  but  his  dejections,  when  procured,  were  of  a  healthy  aspect,  pre- 
senting the  appearance  of  a  due  adn)ixlure  of  bile,  and  of  healthy  con- 
sistence. This  was  their  quality,  too,  when  not  taking  medicine,  which 
he  rarely  needed.  But  little  gastric  disturbance  was  ever  manifest ;  he 
could  retain  the  most  nauseous  medicine  without  vomiting,  and  eat 
heartily  (if  allowed),  when  relieved  of  the  severity  of  the  pain,  at  any 
time  during  his  illness.  In  these  first  attacks,  he  complained  much  of 
debilitating  sweats,  for  which  he  took  freely  of  vegetable  and  mineral 
acids,  quinine,  acet.  plumbi,  &ic.,  without  any  advantage.  About  the 
first  of  November,  1836,  he  complained  of  dull  and  obtuse  pain  in  the 
region  of  the  liver,  with  no  other  unronunon  symptom,  which  was  at- 
tributed to  hepatic  derangement,  superinduced  by  close  confinement  to 
writing,  &:c.  When  describing  it,  he  thought  the  sensation  referred 
n)ore  to  the  muscles  of  the  abdomen,  or  side,  as  the  seat,  than  to  deep 
parts.  Pressure  produced  little  or  no  increase  of  the  pain;  a  portion  of 
equal  parts  of  cal.  rhei  and  aloes  was  administered,  followed  by  oil, 
which  brought  away  copious  feculent  stools,  but  afforded  no  relief.  At 
this  time,  and  for  some  time  after,  except  when  under  the  action  of 
medicine  or  remedial  agents,  he  was  able  to  attend  to  the  editorial  duties 
of  the  pajier  which  he  was  then  conducting.  ]Noven)ber  4ih  or  5ih,  he 
was  bled  and  blistered.  5th,  6th,  7th — no  better.  Ordered  to  dress 
with  tart,  eniet.  oint.  ;  but  it  became  so  painfid  as  to  occasion  its  aban- 
donment after  a  few  hours.  A  poultice  was  now  applied,  and  pills  of 
cal.  and  rhei.  and  oil  ordered  every  second  day  :  diet  liglit,  bread  and 
tea,  gruel  and  roasted  apples.  8ih,  9th,  10th — the  ointment  has  pro- 
duced extensive  cuiicular  inHammation,  and  extended  like  erysipelas 
over  twice  the  original  surface.  The  pain  and  irritation  is  almost  insup- 
portable. He  cannot  be  persuaded  that  anything  else  now  is  the  matter, 
as  he  can  feel  no  deep-seated  pain  in  his  side.  13th,  14lh,  15th — the 
inflammation  siill  extends,  some  pustules,  but  no  mitigation  of  pain. 
Ordered  to  bathe  with  decoct,  tan  bark,  and  acet.  plumb,  two,  three  or 
four  times  a  day,  and  take  a  pill  of  ext.  cicuta,  and  repeat,  if  necessary, 
in   three   hours.     Next  day  no  better,  had   no  rest  through  the  nijjht. 
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Thus  it  advanced  for  two  or  three  weeks ;  presenting  a  most  perplexing 
erysipelas,  until  in  the  remedial  search,  a  solution  of  lunar  caustic  in  the 
proportion  of  two  or  three  grains  to  the  ounce,  suddenly  healed  it,  to 
the  great  comfort  of  both  physician  and  patient  (for  lie  verily  thought 
this  alone  was  killing  him).  But  by  and  by,  after  it  had  gotten  well, 
the  old  pain  returned  with  increased  action  ;  he  found  out  his  mistake. 
We  now  had  recourse  to  mercurials,  in  order  to  their  full  alterative  ef- 
fects on  the  system,  stramonium,  belladonna,  he.  &.c.  The  only  lelief 
he  now  obtained,  was  from  morphine.  This  article  could  not  be  substi- 
tuted by  opium,  laudanum,  or  black  drop.  So  sensible  of  its  superiori- 
ty did  the  patient  become,  that  he  scarcely  could  be  prevailed  on  at 
length  to  make  trial  of  other  substitutes.  December.  He  now  under- 
went a  variety  of  treatment  suggested  by  different  medical  gentlemen. 
But  as  no  regular  journal  was  kept,  and  it  was  of  the  miscellaneous  or- 
der of  treatment,  1  think  it  unnecessary  to  detain  you.  Other  organs 
within  the  circle  of  sympathy  of  the  disease  became  involved.  The 
tongue  lost,  in  part,  the  thick  mucous  coat,  and  became  tipped  with  red. 
The  whole  epigastric  region  was  painful  at  times  ;  but  a  prominent 
symptom  was  acute  pain  extending  to  the  back — in  describing  which,  he 
said  he  could  cover  it  with  his  thumb  or  finger  if  he  could  reach  it;  so 
much  was  this  the  case,  that  we  were  led  to  attribute  all  the  symptoms 
to  neuralgia  of  the  spinal  nerves.  He  could  only  lie  on  the  back  or  in- 
clining to  the  right  side.  About  the  last  of  December,  there  occurred 
acute  pain  in  the  region  of  the  kidney,  attended  by  strangury  and  mic- 
turition, for  which  camphor,  mucilages,  buchu  tea,  muriated  tinct.  iron. 
Sic,  were  used,  and  measurably  relieved  him  of  those  symptoms. 
Dropsical  swellings  in  the  limbs  next  followed,  for  which  tiie  bandages 
were  applied,  which  held  that  symptom  at  beyance.  But  it  now  be- 
came evident,  that  nothing  but  a  palliative  treatment  could  avail  any- 
thing, and  from  henceforth  it  was  nearly  all  that  was  attempted.  He 
lingered  on,  greatly  emaciated,  until  some  time  in  July  following,  when 
death  came,  a  much  desired  messenger,  to  relieve  his  agony. 

And  now  as  to  the  post-mortem  appearances. 

On  opening  the  abdomen,  the  first  thing  that  occurred  to  us  worthy 
of  remark,  was  the  omentum  highly  injected  w'ith  blood,  a  part  of  which 
was  thickened  and  of  a  dusky-red  color,  showing  established  inflamma- 
tion ;  the  mesentery  about  the  duodenum,  and  the  bowel  itself,  was 
much  inflamed  externally  ;  the  stomach  and  upper  bowels  were  much 
distended  with  flatus.  But  on  opening  the  stomach  or  inspecting  its 
outward  coats,  there  was  but  little  perceptible  derangement.  Every- 
thing, almost,  presented  a  healthful  appearance,  excepting  at  its  con- 
tiguity with  the  liver,  and  as  it  approximated  the  duodenum.  The  peri- 
toneal coat  of  the  smaller  bowels  was  filled  with  small  vessels,  but  u)ay 
this  not  have  been  the  remora  of  the  blood  from  the  atony  of  dissolution, 
their  vascular  capacity  having  been  increased  by  previous  excitement  ? 
The  colon  and  rectutn  presented  less  ambiguous  marks  of  positive  in- 
flammation, but  was  accounted  for,  from  the  circumstance  of  his  having 
used,  to  a  great  extent,  stimulating  enemata,  such  as  spirits  of  turpen- 
liiie,  solution  of  salts  and  soap,  and  even  tobacco.  This  was  expected  to 
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be  the  case,  as  evideticed  by  slimy  or  mucous  stools,  tenesmus,  he.  The 
left  kidney  was  eiihiii^ed,  and  its  capsule  contained  several  ounces  of  wliey- 
coloied  lymph.  The  internal  kidney  was  not  further  examined,  as  our 
time  was  limited.  The  spleen  was  uneven,  hard,  and  tuberous  ;  but  is 
it  not  fair  to  con(;lude  that  this  was  only  the  lesi,itMuate  offsprinsi  of  his 
fo  mer  interniittents.  There  was  situated  on  the  left  crura  of  the  dia- 
pliragm  or  alxlominal  surface,  an  abscess  or  collection  of  seio-purulent 
matter,  containing  about  an  ounce,  but  could  not  be  traced  by  any  morbid 
connection  to  the  original  disease  of  the  sail  liladder.  The  gall  bladder 
was  completely  impacted  with  the  calculi,  even  to  the  ductus  comnmnis 
choledochus  ;  several  of  the  smaller  size  bad  made  good  their  way  near 
the  opening  into  the  bowel,  and  others  were  lodged  part  of  the  way  ; 
but  the  coats  were  so  tliickened,  that  the  passage  seemed  almost  totally 
obliterated.  The  coats  of  the  bladder  itself  were  about  the  thickness 
and  density  of  the  cutis  vera  of  the  hand,  having  rather  a  callous  than 
vascular  appearance.  Adhesion  had  forn>ed  pretty  extensively  around 
the  neck  and  bowel,  with  thickening  and  increase  of  substance.  The 
bowel  was  still  more  extensively  inflamed,  involvini^  most  of  its  mucous 
surface  ;  part  of  which  exhibited  patches  of  ulceration.  There  may 
have  been  about  a  teaspoonful  of  ('ark  viscid  bile,  as  it  were,  jjercolat- 
ing  the  stones,  which  presented  surfaces  of  such  [)eifect  coaptation  as  to 
afford  but  very  small  interstices  between  them.  The  volume  of  the 
liver  was  enlarged  and  filled  with  grumous  blood,  and  on  the  under  sur- 
face considerably  indurated.  The  lungs  and  chest  were  noruial,  so  far 
as  examined. 

1  have  thus  presented  some  of  the  prominent  syni|)toms  of  this 
interesting  case,  and  will  now  conclude  with  the  following  inlerrf)s;ations  : 

1st.  Is  it  possible  that  the  first  attack  was  produced  by  calculi,  which 
have  remained  there  ever  since,  harmless  for  the  n)Ost  part,  except  on 
extraordinary  causes  co-operating  and  arousing  temporary  inflammation? 
Or  did  the  first  formation  pass  off,  and  a  succession  of  them  produce 
the  different  paroxysms  under  which  he  labored  ? 

2d.  Is  it  fair  to  presume  that,  originally,  there  was  but  one  large  one  ; 
and  that  it  became  broken  and  comminuted,  and  smoothed  by  attiition 
as  we  see  them  ;  or  were  they  so  n)any  separate  formations  ? 

3d.  Could  sur<;ery  afford  any  possible  prospect  of  remedy  in  such 
cases,  provided  our  diagnosis  of  them  were  perfect  ? 

Jonesboro',  Teiin.,  Oct.  I8th,  1837. 

Retnarks  on  the  foregoing  Case,  hij  P.  F.  E. 

1st  Remark.  Assuredly  the  calculi  were  formed  separately  ;  each 
one,  in  all  probability,  Ijaving  its  own  nucleus. 

2d.  No  surgeon  would  be  justified  in  operating  in  such  a  case, 
though  the  diagnosis  were  clear.  The  gall  bladder  has  truly  been  punc- 
tured, and  hepatic  abscesses  are  opened,  without  the  loss  of  life  ;  but  to 
cut  for  stones  in  the  gall  bladder,  is  an  operation  certainly  not  recom- 
mended in  the  present  state  of  medical  science. — Southern  Mccl.  Jour. 
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BELL'S   ECLECTIC   JOURNAL. 

fCoiiimiinicatert    for  the   Boston  Medical  and   Surgical  Journal.] 

In  tlie  last  number  of  Dr.  Bell's  Eclectic  Journal,  I.s  a  notice  of  an  arti- 
cle coniMJunicated  by  me  to  this  Journal  of  the  20th  of  September,  on 
the  subject  of  Animal  Mannelism.      It  commences  as  follows  : 

'•  The  purport  of  this  essay  may  be  known  by  the  two  opening  sen- 
tences. '  The^evidence  in  favor  of  Animal  Magnetism  accumulates  on 
all  hands.  Events  which  have  lately  transpired  in  a  neighboring  city 
leave  to  ridicule  no  excuse  to  amuse  herself  with  facts  which  reason  can- 
not comprehend.'  If  reference  to  the  neii^hboring  city  means  Provi- 
dence, we  will  just  content  ourselves  with  remarking  that  the  somnam- 
bulistic lady  ;here  has  not  been  able,  or  has  not  chosen,  to  read  certain 
passages,  words,  or  lines,  neatly  folded  several  times  in  paper,  and  her- 
metically sealed,  which  were  sent  to  her  from  Philadelphia.  Tills  were 
a  small  matter  for  so  accomplished  a  personage,'  &,c. 

It  then  proceeds  to  comment  on  the  proceedings  at  Providence  as  a 
tissue  of  base  impositions  practised  on  a  gullible  and  gnlling  i)ublic,  and 
ends  with  promising  information  which,  while  it  reveals  al)surdities  and 
imposture,  will  add  to  what   is  really  demonstrable  in  animal  magnetism. 

If  Dr.  Bell  expects  to  throw  light  on  the  question  of  animal  magnetism 
by  communicating  information  to  the  public  of  such  a  character  as  he 
seems  to  contemplate,  or  by  following  out  the  course  of  argument  adopt- 
ed in  the  last  number  of  his  Journal,  in  an  essay  on  the  subject,  1  shall 
take  the  liberty  to  remark,  that  he  has  wholly  mistaken  the  nature  and 
scope  of  the  magnetic  phenomena.  It  is  neither  by  such  reasoning, 
nor  by  such  information,  that  absurdity  is  distinguished  from  imposture, 
nor  additions  made  to  the  "  demonstrable  "  knowlerlge  of  anything. 

Conclusions  respecting  animal  magnetism,  to  be  valid,  niiisf  be  rlrawn, 
not  from  events  that  do  not  take  place,  but  from  events  that  do  take 
place.  We  need  inquire,  not  what  may,  or  may  not,  occur  again,  but 
what  has  occurred.  One  positive  fact  is  of  more  consequence,  in  con- 
nection with  those  phenomena,  than  a  thousand  negative  ones.  Conse- 
quently all  the  letters  that  were  sent  from  Philadelphia  to  Providence, 
and  returned  unread,  or  misconstrued,  are  little  inore  in  point,  with  refer- 
ence to  this  subject,  than  though  they  had  been  unread  by  the  clerks  in 
the  post  office  through  which  they  passed.  And  all  the  information  of 
this  kind  that  may  be  in  the  possession  of  Dr.  Bell  or  his  friends,  is 
about  of  the  value  of  ignorance  ;  for  evidence  of  a  more  substantial 
character,  founded  on  authority  equally  good,  is  already  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  public. 

The  question  of  animal  magnetism  stands  thus.  A  series  of  Hicts 
are  asserted  by  one  party  ;  another  series  of  facts  are  asserted  by  the 
other  party.  Both  series  are  explicable  on  the  supposition  that  animal 
ma'jnctism  is  true.  The  latter  only  are  explicable  on  the  supposition 
that  it  is  false.  Those  who  do  not  believe  in  it,  because  they  do  not 
understand  it,  to  cut  the  matter  short,  deny  the  first  series  in  loto,  and 
in  so  doing  do  not  hesitate  to  stigmatize  a  large  and  respectable  portion 
of  their   fellow  citizens,  in   plain   English,  as  fools  or  impostors.     The 
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question,  then,  Is  reduced  to  this.  Is  this  denial  true,  and  are  those 
cliarges  just  ?  To  this  it  may  be  rephed  tii;il  the  facts  are  abundant, 
tangible,  coniplete,  consistent  with  themselves,  and  authenticated  as  far 
as  it  is  possible  for  human  testimony  to  confirm  anything  ;  that  they 
want  nothing  shoit  of  the  capability  of  being  leproduccd  at  will,  and 
that  in  regard  to  many  of  them  even  (his  has  been  done.  But  airunal 
magnetism  has  to  make  its  way  against  the  preconceived  opinions  of 
mankind.  Its  professors  mingle  their  theories  with  the  facts  thev  at- 
tempt to  illustrate,  and  occasionally,  nay  frequently,  fail  in:  their  experi- 
n)enls,  and  disappoint  the  inordinate  expectations  which  they  have  ex- 
cited in  tlie  minds  of  spectators.  These  failures,  which  at  least  are  an 
argument  in  favor  of  their  sincerity,  for  jugulery  is  uniforndy  successful, 
are  laid  hold  of  by  opposers,  made  a  theme  of  ridicule,  and  trumpeted 
throuij;h  the  public  press,  to  the  efiect  of  fortifying  old  prejudices  and 
withdrawing  the  attention  from  the  real  and  intrinsic  evidence  on  which 
the  subject  rests.  Hence  the  unfavorable  imftressions  that  exist  in  rela- 
tion to  this  matter,  at  the  present  time.  Tliey  do  not  spring  from  any 
defect  in  the  nature  and  amount  of  evidence  accumulated,  but  because 
this  evidence  is  not  examined  with  candor  and  impartiality,  and  its 
weight  duly  estimated. 

Such,  in  brief,  is  the  true  state  of  the  case.  The  friends  of  animal 
magnetism  are  sanguine  and  expect  it  to  accon)plish  great  things.  Im- 
agination heightens  the  effect  in  reality  produced,  and  peihaps  the  vani- 
ty of  being  thought  supernaturally  gifted,  on  the  part  of  the  magnet- 
ized, leads  him  to  attempt  what  he  cannot  accomplish.  Their  oppo- 
nents take  them  at  their  word,  without  calling  to  mind  that  they  know 
as  little  as  themselves  of  the  subject,  and  argue  most  hypolhttually 
about  the  impiety  of  clothing  man  with  the  attributes  of  omniscience  and 
omnipresence,  and  the  separation  of  the  soul  from  the  body,  topics 
which  are  as  foreign  from  these  phenomena  as  they  are  from  a  6t  of 
convulsions  or  tetanus.  And  wiien  they  find  that  constancy  wanting  in 
the  facts,  the  unauthorized  presuuiption  of  which  gave  a  colorini,^  of 
reason  to  their  absurdities,  they  discover  in  it  a  new  reason  to  consider 
the  whole  as  a  humbug,  notwilhsianding  all  analo<iy  teaches  that  it  is 
just  what  might  be  expected,  if  they  belong  to  a  disutrbed  action  of  the 
nervous  system.  The  variety  and  co/nplexity  of  function  the  nervous 
structure  is  instrumental  in  perforn)ing  in  its  flistribution  throughout  the 
bodily  organs,  and  the  delicacy  of  experimenting  in  the  almost  total  ab- 
sence of  principles  to  guide  the  experimenter,  are  lost  sight  of.  A  fail- 
ure is  balanced  with  a  successful  operation,  a  wrong  guess  with  a  right 
one,  without  estimating  the  difference  of  probabilities  in  favor  of  eacli  j 
and  of  course  what  is  proof  in  everything  else,  is  here  nothing  but  evi- 
dence of  fraud  and  wilful  deception. 

While  such  is  the  light  in  which  these  facts  are  contemplated,  he  can- 
not expect  to  be  regarded  with  much  Aivor  in  the  public  estimation,  who 
ventures  to  advocate  their  authenticity  and  agreement  with  the  laws  of 
nature.  Yet  if  Dr.  Bell,  or  any  other  physician,  is  disjiosed  to  think 
that  argument  is  as  well  calculated  to  elucidate  the  subject  as  wit,  either 
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original,  or  borrowerl  from  Rabelais  and  others,  I  should  have  no  ob- 
jection to  discuss  with  liiin  the  tuo  following  questions. 

1st.  Wheiher  the  leading  plieiioinena  of  the  magnetic  sleep  do  not 
harmonize  uitli  what  is  known,  or  regarded  as  most  jirobable,  of  tlie 
functions  of  the  nervous  system. 

2(1.  VVheiher  analogy  does  not  confirm  the  supposition  that  this  state 
may  be  induced  bv  the  agency  of  one  in(h vidua!  upon  another. 

The  affirmation  of  these  questions  I  am  prepared  to  iraintain  ;  and  1 
maintain,  also,  that  ridicule  and  affected  contempt  are  out  of  place,  and 
out  of  time,  where  and  when  the  negative  of  them  is  not  established 
anteriorly.  Should  Dr.  Bell,  or  any  other  physician,  accept  the  invita- 
tion to  discuss  these  cpiestions,  1  woidd  have  him  understand  beforehand 
that  I  am  not  lesponsible  for  the  speculations  of  the  U)agnetizers.  I 
shall  deal  with  the  facts  alone — such  facts  as  are  admissible  on  the  com- 
mon principles  of  evidence — and  reserve  the  right  to  put  my  own  con- 
struction upon  them.  He  will  find  me  no  supporter  of  the  transmigra- 
tion or  peregrination  of  souls  from  body  to  body,  or  from  city  to  city. 
The  explanation  i  shall  give  of  :he  facts  will  be  physical  purely.  Avoid- 
ins;  metaphysics  altogether,  it  will  consider  these  remarkable  phenomena 
as  the  result  of  a  di-turhance  in  the  condition  of  the  nervous  expansions 
and  nervous  centre,  on  wliich  external  sensation  and  thought  depend. 

Boston,  Jan.  1,  1838.  Benjamin   Haskell,  M.D. 
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BOSTON,     JANUARY      10,     1838. 


AMERICAN   MEDICAL    ASSOCIATION. 

This  is  bv  no  means  the  first  time  we  have  urfjed  upon  the  medical  men 
of  this  country,  the  necessity  of  forrnmg  a  n;reat  national  medical  society, 
for  the  advancement  of  science  and  2:ood  fellowship.  Ajiain  we  call  up- 
on our  professional  brethren  to  devise  .some  plan  for  con^rreirntiiig  the 
scientific  the  ensuing  summer,  either  at  Washinjiton  or  Philadelphia, 
and  if  a  prospectus  were  devised  and  freely  circulated,  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  one  or  two  names  of  gentlemen  of  Boston,  Providence,  New 
Haven  New  York,  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  Richmond,  Charleston, 
Cincinnati,  Louisville,  &.C.,  there  might  be  convened  in  the  month  of 
Auo-ust  next,  an  illustrious  body  of  learned  men,  who  vvoidd  give  an  im- 
pulse to  the  study  of  medicine  in  the  United  States,  of  incalculable  bene- 
fit to  the  national  weal,  and  certaitdy  to  the  nation's  honor  and  glory. 
We  contemplate  forwarding,  ere  long,  to  all  our  exchange  Journals,  a 
scheme  for  organizing  a  national  association,  about  which  we  ask  advice 
and  counsel,  and  if  acceptable,  also  their  joint  co-operation  in  the  ac- 
complishment of  this  desirable  convocation. 


Laryngeal  Phihisis. — Those   who  would   make   themselves  thoroughly 
conversant  with  a  disease   which  is  beginning  to  attract  considerable  at- 


Medical  Intelligence.  369 

tention,  in  New  England — fainiliaily  called  the  c/eroymajj's  sore  throat — 
should  coiisiilt  ail  admiiahle  paper  in  ]\o.  2,  Vol.  2d,  of  the  Eclectic 
Journal  of  JMedicine.  I'hi;  whole  subject  is  there  clearly  iiivesti<iated, 
and,  with  a  i'cw  excep.tions,  it  appears  to  embrace  all  that  physicians 
have  Qoliected  in  the  ordinary  routine  of  practice.  Clergymen  of  the 
present  day  do  not  perform  as  much  speakinir  labor  as  those  who  have 
preceded  (hem,  and  yet  we  are  continually  hearing  of  individuals  who 
are  compelled  to  break  n|)  their  connection  with  parishes  ori  account  of 
an  inability  to  s])eak  in  pulilic. 

Trousseau  and  Jielloe  are  not  correct,  it  is  believed,  in  determining  all 
the  causes  which  may  produce  laryngeal  phthisis.  The  field,  therefore, 
should  be  more  carefully  surveyed  with  reference  to  ascertaining  the 
causes  producing  the  disease  in  the  United  States  particularly.  Cer- 
tamly  all  the  clergy  laboring  under  it  have  not  tubercular  pulmonary 
phthisis.  Were  this  [)aper  republished  in  the  principal  religious  periodi- 
cals, the  clergy  would  be  put  in  possession  of  a  manual  of  much  import- 
ance, because  they  would  understand,  by  the  character  of  their  own 
symptoms,  when  the  vocal  apparatus  became  disordered,  and  its  true  con- 
dition apj)reciated. 


Dr.  Matt,  of  JVeiu  York. — In  a  recent  letter  received  from  Dr.  Mott, 
by  one  of  his  intimate  friends,  he  makes  use  of  the  following  language. 
"  I  am  not  idle,  as  you  may  believe,  for  that  I  truly  aldior.  JNiy  time,^ 
that  is  nr;t  devoted  to  other  necessary  things  for  my  family,  is  given  to 
my  professional  improvement.  Part  of  it  I  devote  to  writing  upon  sur- 
gery. I  have  projected  and  commenced  a  great  work,  and  if  my  lite  be 
spared,  it  is  n)y  intention  to  leave  something  tor  the  benefit  of  those  who 
come  after  me.  1  have  said,  perhaps  presumptuously,  a  great  work.  I 
only  mean  by  it,  1  have  conceived  the  idea  of  a  good  work  upon  |)racti- 
cal  surgery.  Whether  it  will  ever  be  within  my  power  to  complete  it,  is 
another  matter.  It  will  he  upon  the  basis  of  relative  anatomy,  as  I  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  teaching  for  some  years,  and  the  immense  value  of 
which  I  an)  more  and  more  convinced  of  the  longer  I  live,  and  the  more  I 
see.  Upon  this  I  shall  engraft  my  views  of  surgical  pathology,  and  my 
experience.  It  will  not  be  my  object  to  load  it  with  the  opinions  of  others, 
by  liberal  quotations,  by  which  I  might  display  my  reading  and  my  sur- 
gical erudition,  and  make  it  a  work  of  reference  for  other  men's  opinions. 
It  shall  contain  my  own  opinions  and  a  simple  narration  of  my  own 
experience." 

It  must  gratify  Dr.  IVIott's  professional  friends,  and  in  fact  every  lover 
of  science,  to  know,  that  with  the  improvement  in  his  health,  he  is  occu- 
pied on  such_]a  subject. 


Samaritan  Hospital. — Dr.  Anderson's  communication  to  the  mayor  of 
New  York,  upon  the  subject  of  a  plan  of  a  hospital  to  be  attached  to  the 
Almshouse,  together  with  memorials  and  remonstrances  of  sundry  inter- 
ested and  disinterested  physicians  of  that  city,  in  relation  to  the  same, 
have  been  received.  In  all  these  documents  the  cloven  foot  of  a  college 
clique  is  plainly  discoverable.  Nothing  can  be  plainer  than  the  waning 
influence  of  the  medical  school  of  New  York.  It  appears  to  bo  a  mere 
machine  in  the  hands  of  a  few  of  the  University  Regents,   who  neither 
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know  how  to  designate  genuine  talents,  nor  would  they  appreciate  such 
men,  even  were  tlicy  inducted  info  the  rickety  chairs  of  the  present 
incumbents.  Why  is  it  tliat  New  York,  with  all  its  uncommon  advan- 
tages, lias  scarcely  one  hundred  students  of  medicine,  when  Pliiladel- 
phia  numbers  nearly  nine  hundred  at  this  moment  ?  In  due  time  the 
problem  will  be  solved. 


Frost^s  Trial. — A  full  re[)ort  of  the  trial  of  Richard  K.  Frost,  for  man- 
slaughter, has  been  forwarded  from  New  York,  but  it  is  too  voluminous 
for  republication  in  this  place.  Suffice  it  to  say  that;  he  was  tried  for 
killing  a  man  under  the  Thomsonian  plan,  and  was  convicted  of  man- 
slaughter in  the  fuurth  degree — ^just  no  degree  at  all.  -  It  is  equivalent  to 
an  acquittal,  which  will  probably  be  the  ultimate  termination  of  that  un- 
happy affair. 

Dcleuze. — ?>Ir.  Hartshorn's  translation  of  the  third  and  last  Part  of  this 
man')al  of  Anifual  .Masnetism,  elucidated  and  greatly  improved  by  notes, 
is  announced  by  the  pul)Iishers.  Although  we  have  not  yet  received  a 
copy,  we  know  enough  of  that  gentleman's  qualifications  for  conducting 
the  translation  to  its  completion,  to  recommend  the  whole  work  to  those 
who  feel  any  interest  in  making  themselves  thoroughly  conversant  with 
all  that  is  known  in   that  broad  but  partially  surveyed  field  of  philosophy. 

[Since  the  above  remarks  were  written,  Part  3d  has  been  sent  in.  A 
very  slight  examination  of  its  contents  fully  warrants  us  in  assuring  the 
reader  that  jNIr.  Hartshorn  exhibits  more  research  and  industry,  if  pos- 
sible, in  this,  than  in  the  preceding  divisions  of  the  volume.] 


Triumphs  of  Science. — A  correspondent  writes  to  us  from  New  York, 
thus  :  "  1  presume  you  have  seen  an  account  of  Frost's  trial  for  man- 
slaughter. It  has  caused  much  excitement  here  among  the  profession. 
]Many  of  them  feel  sore  that  members  of  our  brotherhood,  when  placed 
on  the  stand  for  the  purpose  of  eliciting  a  scientific  opinion,  should  have 
declared  on  oath,  '  that  the  patient's  pulse  was  160  !!  that  his  nerves 
were  in  a  state  of  excitement,''  'that  it  is  possible  to  distinguish  typhus  fe- 
ver,smallpox,  and  scarlet  fever,  at  the  inception  of  the  disease  !!'  'that 
oxalic  acid  was  a  mineral  poison  ;'  '  that  if  lobelia  passed  into  the  bowels 
it  might  purge,'  as  if  no  medicine  could  operate  on  the  alimentary  canal, 
without  coming  in  contact  with  the  surface,  &c." 


Bangor  Medical  Association. — An  admirable  plan  has  been  devised  by 
the  practitioners  of  the  enterprising  city  of  Bangor,  in  the  State  ot' 
INIaine,  fi<r  maintaining  peace  and  harmony  amongst  themselves,  and  at 
the  same  time  elevating  the  professional  character.  The  constitution  is 
quite  faultless,  and  might  be  copied  by  other  similar  associations  to  good 
advantage.  Consultations,  references,  difTerences  of  physicians,  dis- 
couragement of  quackery,  conduct  for  the  support  of  the  medical  char- 
acter, fees,  exein|)tion  from  charges,  and,  lastly,  a  fee  table,  are  sepa- 
rately considered,  and  apparently  every  necessary  provision  n)ade  for 
contingencies.  We  have  no  fault  to  find  with  any  part,  with  the  single 
exception  of  the  l'2th  article,  under  the  general  caption  of  Rules,  Prac- 
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lice,  8tc.,  page  9th,  embracing  the  tariff  of  charges.  The  nicnibcrs  rate 
their  services  much  too  low,  and  we  predict  a  reiDodeling  of  this  starving 
system  of  practice.  NVIiy,  it  is  morally  inipossihle,  with  a  moderate  busi- 
ness, at  the  present  cost  of  the  necessaries  of  life  in  a  city,  to  keep  a 
family  as  comfortably  provided  for  as  a  physician's  household  should  be, 
inasmuch  as  appearances  in  this  age  are  indicative  of  the  man,  without 
asking,  in  many  cases,  just  double  the  sum  agreed  upon.  For  e.xample: 
"  for  a  visit  and  passing  catheter,  $'2,00,"  which  should  be  $5,00  any- 
where. "  For  a  visit  on  board  a  vessel,  $1,50  ;"  which,  also,  is  not  half 
enough.  Again,  "  for  surgical  advice  in  the  night,  Sl,'25."  Surely  it  is 
worth  more  to  draw  out  a  sliver  in  broad  daylight.  No  man,  educated 
properly,  can  afford  to  provide  himself  with  appropriate  instruments,  and 
live  like  a  minute  man  in  a  city,  without  rating  his  services  much  higher. 
Medical  prescriptions  are  worth  as  much  in  Bangor  as  at  Boston,  be- 
cause the  expenses  of  living  in  both  places  are  nearly  alike. 


Gonorrheal  Ophthalmia. — The  following  extract  from  the  Lancet  may 
serve  to  show  what  incorrigible  fools  are  sometimes  to  be  met  with  in  the 
world  :  "  A  young  man,  with  natural  weakness  of  sight,  was  recom- 
mended to  bathe  his  eyes  with  urine.  Although  suffering  under  an  at- 
tack of  gonorrhoea  at  the  tiine,  this  did  not  deter  him  from  adopting  the 
prescribed  remedy.  He  bathed  his  eyes  with  his  own  urine.  A  violent 
attack  of  gonorrhoeal  or  purulent  ophthalmia  followed  the  application, 
which,  notwithstanding  the  most  active  treatment,  rapidly  produced  dis- 
organization of  the  eyes,  with  loss  of  vision.  The  symptoms  commenced 
immediately  after  the  application." 


Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  Peirson,  of  Salem,  lately  delivered  an  able 
lecture  before  the  Physiological  Society  in  this  city,  upon  popular  errors 
arising  from  ignorance  of  the  laws  of  physiology.  This  subject  led  to 
some  remarks  upon  the  prevalence  of  quackery.  The  utter  worthless- 
ness  of  the  certificates  which  generally  fill  the  public  prints,  may  be  in- 
ferred from  a  fact  related  of  an  ex-professor  of  a  certain  university,  who 
delivered  a  flaming  lecture  against  the  use  of  tobacco,  and  not  a  very 
lontT  period  afterwards  gave  a  certificate  in  favor  of  a  nostrum  sold  under 
the  name  of  aromatic  snuff. — The  course  of  lectures  on  Anatomy  at  the 
Mason  street  School,  is  rendered  more  palatable  to  those  entering  on  the 
rugged  paths  of  science,  by  the  amusing  sallies  of  the  gentleman  who 
fills  the  chair. — A  German  author  has'said,  "To  keep  the  mind  and 
body  in  perfect  health,  it  is  necessary  to  mix  habitually  and  betimes  in 
the  common  affairs  of  men." — "Copious  bloodletting  "  is  insisted  on  by 
some  practitioners  as  a  cure  for  hydrophobia.  This  is  a  touch  of  Dr. 
Sangrado's  system  of  practice,  and  will  no  doubt  be  equally  successful. 
— The  French  papers  give  a  rather  apocryphal  account  of  an  inhabitant 
of  Lyons,  who  being  attacked  with  a  lethargy,  during  which  he  heard  all 
that  was  said  and  everything  that  was  done  around  him,  without  the  pow- 
er of  making  a  motion  or  uttering  a  word,  was  pronounced  to  be  dead 
and  was  placed  in  the  coffin  for  burial.  As  the  coflin  was  about  to  be 
nailed  up,  the  supposed  corpse,  to  the  horror  of  all  present,  suddenly 
rose  up  and  asked  for  sometking  to  eat. — The  profession  will  be  gratified, 
in  a  short  time,  by  the  publication,  ia  one  volume,  of  the  prize  disserta- 
tion by  Dr.  Holmes. 
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Hydrocyanic  Jlcid^  as  a  Topical  Remedy  in  Cutaneous  Diseases. — In 
some  of  tliose  distressing  states  of  tlie  skin,  where  disordered  sensation 
is  almost  iiitolurable,  and  wliere  itching  occurs,  it  may  be  emphjyed  ex- 
ternally with  very  considerable  utility.  A  lotion  containing  two  drachms 
ol"  the  acid  to  eight  ounces  of  water,  with  a  small  proportion  of  acetate 
of  lead  and  alcohid,  is  tnost  useful.  In  prurigo,  in  inveterate  psoriasis, 
and  in  diti'erent  cutaneous  affections  marked  by  heat,  by  tingling,  and  by 
itching,  it  atibrds  great  comfort  to  the  patient. — Lancet. 

Whole  number  of  deallis  in  Boston,  for  llie  week  eiKlinc  Jan.  6,  33.     Males,  17— Females,  IG. 

Cunsiinijitiun,  9— JiiH.ininiatiori  of  (he  bowels,  1 — dropsy,  1  — ciiild-bed,  I — carditis,  1 — wound,  1 — 
inrtaininalion  of  llie  lungs,  3— iiiflainniatlon  of  the  lungs  and  pleura,  1— suicide,  1— old  age,  3— burn, 
1 — scrofula,  I — pleurisy,  I — disease  of  the  heart,  1 — disease  of  the  brain,  1 — scarlet  fever,  2 — typhus 
fever,  1— delirium  tremens,  1 — stillborn,  1. 


MEDICAL   LNSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  ihe  following  terms  : 

riie  pupiis  will  be  admiited  to  llie  practice  ofthe  .Massachusetts  General  Hospital, and  will  receive 
clinical  lecnires  on  Hit;  cases  they  witness  there.     Instruction,  by  lectures   or  e.\aniinations,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  I'f  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  .\lidwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry,     by      Br.  Chaknikg. 
On  Physiology,  I'a.h.>Uigy,  Therapeuiics,  and  Materia  Medica,  -  -     ''      Dk.  Ware. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,         -  -----  "       Dr.  Oris. 

On  .\iiaioniy,        ----  -.-.-_  _  n       Da.  Lewis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lii;ii:s  and  fuel  with  mt  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  linowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fee-i  are  $\dd — to  be  paid  in  advance.  Nocredit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  lonaer  period  than  six  months. 

.Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  vValter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  the  Tremont  House, 
Boston.  W  ALTEK  CHAAAliNG, 

JOH.N   WARE, 
Oct.  18-tf  GKORGE  W.  OTI.«!,  JR. 

Wl.Nf^LOW   LEWIS,  JR. 

VACCLNE   VIRUS. 

PHvsiciixs  in  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  Pure  Vapcine 
Virus  by  return  mail,  on  addressing  the  editor  of  the  Boston  .Medical  and  .Surgical  Jourmi,  enclos- 
ing one  AMa.t,  po.it  paid,  wiihout  which,  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  office.  Oct.  25. 


TO   MEDICAL  STUDENTS 

The  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  in  all  the  branches  of  Jledicine  and 
S  irgery.  A  suit^ible  roo;ii  will  be  provided,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  e.\ten.sive  medical 
library,  opport.inilies  for  seeing  the  practiceof  one  of  the  districts  of  the  Disfiensary  and  of  the  Eye 
and  Ear  In.lrinary,  and  of  attending  a  course  ol  lectures  on  ilie  diseases  of  tlie  eye. 

A  regular  course  of  recitations  and  examinations  will  include  all  the  required  professional  works. 
Anato;nical  i:istruction  and  private  dissection  will  form  a  prominent  part  in  the  study  ofthe  piipiis. 
Forfurther  information, apply  to  eitherof  the  subscribers.  JOH.\  JEFFRIES,  iM.D. 

R.  W.   HOOPER,  'm.D.  ' 
Frtaklin  Street,  JVac.  9,  183G.  July  19— 6m  JOHN  H.  DIX,  .M.D. 

MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  medical  instruction.  A  convenient  room 
has  bean  provided  for  this  purpose,  which  will  be  open  to  the  students  at  all  lioiirs.  'I  hey  will  have 
access  to  an  extensive  medical  library,  and  every  other  necessary  facility  for  the  acquirement  of  a 
thorough  medical  education. 

Opportunities  will  be  offered  for  the  observation  of  diseases  and  their  treatment  in  «(co  Dispensary 
districts,  embracing  Wards  1,  2  and  3,  and  in  ca-ie.-i  irhicfi  will  be  treated  at  the  room  daily. 

Instruction  will  be  given  by  clinical  and  other  lectures,  and  by  examinations  at  least  twice  a  week. 
Sutfir:ienl  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  Anatomy. 

For  further  information,  application  may  be  made  at   tlie  room,  over  103  Hanover  street    or  to 
the  subscribers.  EPHRAIM   BUCK,  M.D. 

ASA  B.  SNOW,  M.D. 
E.  W  \LTli:R  LEACH,  .M.D. 
Boston,  August  9,  1837.  HENKV  G.  CLARK,  M.D. 

JOSEPH  .MORIARTV,  .M.D 


r.I:-;  IS  )ST.)N  ME  )IC\L  A.N'O  S  URGIC  A  L  JO  URN  A  L  is  published  f  very  Wednesday,  by 
1).  CLAPP,  JR.  at  184  vVashington  Street,  corner  of  Fiankliii  Street,  to  whom  all  conimiinicalions 
must  be  ad  I  r:!ssed,, '»»<'-/)«/>/.  Ills  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  contniiiinf  the  weekly 
iium'iers  ofthe  precedins  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.C.  SMITH.  M.D.  Editor. — Price  S3,00a 
yir  in  advance.  ■53..j()  after  three  months,  and  S-),O0if  not  paid  within  tlie  year.— .Agents  allowed 
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CASE   OF  HYDATID   CYST   IN   THE   BRAIN. 

BY    C.    R.    BREE,    ESQ.,    M.R.C.S.,    STOWMARKET. 

History  and  Symptoms  of  the  Case. — James  P..  ast.  15,  a  butch- 
er's apprentice,  of  a  full  habit  of  body,  came  under  my  care  in  the 
month  of  April,  1835.  He  had  been  ill  in  London,  for  six  weeks  pre- 
viously, under  the  treatment  of  a  medical  gentlenian,  by  whom  he  was 
sent  into  the  country.  He  appeared  to  have  been  placed  under  the  in- 
fluence of  mercury. 

When  first  he  became  my  patient,  he  complained  of  a  fixed  and  con- 
tinued pain  in  the  left  temple,  to  which  he  constantly  lifted  his  hand  ; 
the  pupils  of  both  eyes  were  dilated,  and  he  could  not  clearly  discern 
objects  around  him  ;  his  intellect  was  occasionally  disturbed  ;  his  pulse 
was  slow,  and,  at  intervals,  intermittent ;  the  skin,  more  particularly 
about  the  head,  was  hot  and  dry  ;  the  bowels  costive,  and  the  tongue 
covered  with  a  white  fur. 

I  applied  leeches  to  the  left  temple  every  other  day  for  a  fortnight, 
after  which  he  was  blistered  frequently  behind  the  ears,  and  on  the 
nape  of  the  neck,  and  purgative  medicines,  mercurial  alteratives  and 
salines,  were  freely  exhibited.  From  this  treatment,  however,  he  de- 
rived no  permanent  benefit  ;  in  the  course  of  a  month  he  becatne  per- 
fectly blind,  and  successively  lost  the  senses  of  tasle  and  smell  ;  con- 
vulsive motions  of  different  parts  of  the  body,  more  particularly  of  the 
face  and  extremities,  now  came  on  several  times  in  the  course  of  the 
day,  and  voluntary  motion  was  in  a  great  measure  lo.«t. 

In  the  month  of  August,  his  condition  was  the  following  : 

He  laid  in  bed  upon  his  back,  from  which  position  he  could  not  rise 
without  assistance;  his  sight  was  completely  gone,  and  the  pupils  per- 
manently dilated  and  insensible  to  the  action  of  light,  or  other  more 
powerful  stimuli  ;  the  senses  of  smell  and  tasle  were  partially  regained  ; 
whilst  that  of  hearing  was  morbidly  acute.  The  pain  in  the  temple 
was  only  felt  occasionally,  but  it  was  then  very  severe  ;  the  breathing 
was  thick  and  stertorous,  and  the  eyeballs  (more  particularly  the  left) 
were  continually  in  a  tremulous,  rotatory  motion. 

There  was  great  difficulty  in  associating  his  ideas  so  as  to  produce  a 
correct  impression  upon  the  will.  When  desired  to  pronounce  my 
name,  he  said  Mr.,  very  well,  and  without  hesitation,  but  he  could  pro- 
ceed no  further.  When  I  asked  him  when  I  had  seen  him  last,  he 
24 
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counted  back  to  the  day,  but  could  not  pronounce  it  ; — thus,  if  it  had 
been  three  days  since  I  had  seen  him,  he  would  repeat  the  numerals, 
and  three  would  be  his  answer  to  my  question,  in  wliich  he  was  always 
correct.  The  convulsive  motions  of  the  body  bad,  at  this  time,  ceased  ; 
he  seemed  to  understand  everything  said  to  him,  and,  occasionally, 
laughed  and  appeared  amused.  The  bowels  were  costive,  and  required 
the  constant  use  of  an  emetic,  or  the  exhibition  of  castor  oil.  His  ap- 
petite was  morbidly  great  ;  the  pulse  small,  weak,  and  varied  from  40  to 
120;  the  tongue  was  white  and  furred  ;  there  was  partial  loss  of  power 
in  the  extremities,  but  the  sense  of  touch  remained  intact. 

With  regard  to  treatment,  little  relief  was  obtained  ;  after  the  inflam- 
matory diathesis  was  subdued,  I  put  him  under  the  influence  of  mer- 
cury, and  subsequently  gave  him  Lugol's  solution  of  iodine,  which  was 
the  only  part  of  ihe  treatnient  that  seemed  to  have  any  effect  upon  the 
disease,  and  this  was  only  temporary  ;  tow-ards  the  close  of  the  year  all 
the  symptoms  became  aggravated;  he  was  hardly  ever  free  from  con- 
vulsions; he  lost  all  inclination  for  food,  and  became  muul)  emaciated 
and  perfectly  paralytic.  The  fingers  were  permanently  flexed,  more 
particularly  those  of  the  right  hand  ;  the  toes  were  in  the  same  condi- 
tion, and  so  firmly  contracted  upon  the  sole  of  the  foot,  as  to  produce  a 
dislocation  of  the  middle  cuneiform  bones  ;  the  left  side  of  the  body 
was  drawn  down  so  as  to  bring  the  ribs  in  contact  with  the  crest  of  the 
ileum  ;  consciousness  and  sensation  gradually  left  hin),  and  he  died  on 
the  19th  of  January,  1836. 

Sectio  Cadaveris,  fifteen  hours  after  death. — With  some  difficulty  I 
obtained  permission  to  examine  the  head,  which  I  did  with  the  assist- 
ance of  my  friend,  VxV.  Spencer  Freeman. 

Upon  raising  the  calvarium  and  dissecting  off  the  dura  mater,  the 
surface  of  the  brain  was  found  in  a  state  of  considerable  venous  con- 
gestion, more  particularly  on  the  left  side  ;  slicing  off  a  portion  of  the 
left  hemisphere,  a  gush  of  serous  fluid  immediately  took  place,  which, 
upon  examination,  was  found  to  proceed  from  an  enormous  hydatid  cyst, 
which  occupied  a  cavity  (formed  by  condensation  of  the  substance  of 
the  brain)  in  the  anterior  and  middle  lobe  of  the  cerebrum,  and  which 
contained  by  admeasurement  (allowing  for  that  which  was  lost),  up- 
wards of  ten  ounces  of  clear  limpid  serum.  The  cyst  was  opaque  and 
of  a  pearly  white  color ;  it  had  no  point  of  adhesion,  or  any  visible  con- 
nection with  the  substance  of  the  brain  ;  when  removed  from  the  cavi- 
ty, the  latter  was  found  smooth,  and,  apparently,  produced  by  a  separa- 
tion of  the  convolutions  of  the  cerebrum.  At  its  lower  and  inner  sur- 
face there  was  a  communication  (evidently  effected  by  the  gradual  en- 
croachment of  the  enlarging  cyst)  with  the  left  lateral  ventricle,  which, 
as  well  as  the  right,  was  filled  with  fluid,  and  considerably  dilated.  Up- 
on reflecting  the  corpus  callosum,  and  exposing  the  ventricles,  this  di- 
lated condition  was  better  observed  ;  the  folds  of  the  septum  lucidum 
were  also  separated  by  fluid  in  the  fifth  ventricle. 

There  was  slight  ramolHsscmcnt  of  the  fornix  and  base  of  the  lateral 
ventricles ;  tlie  neurilemma  covering  the  optic  commissure  was  oedema- 
tous,  but  no  abnormal  appearance  was  discovered,  either  in  the  nerve  it- 
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self,  or,  so  far  as  it  could  be  traced,  along  the  tractus  ojjticus.  The 
thalami  and  corpora  striata  were  condensed  and  flattened  ;  there  was 
fluid  in  llie  third  and  fourth  ventricles,  and  at  the  base  of  the  brain; 
the  corpora  olivaria  appeared  to  bulge  out  more  than  is  usually  seen  ;  in 
fact,  throughout  the  whole  brain  the  anatomical  characters  were  beauti- 
fully and  distinctly  developed.  I  could  not  obtain  permission  to  extend 
the  examination. 

licinarks. — This  case,  in  a  pathological  point  of  view,  is  interesting, 
and,  comparatively  speaking,  is  one  of  rare  occurrence.  A  somewhat 
analogous  case  is  related  by  Dr.  Abercrombie,  in  his  excellent  work  on 
the  pathology  of  the  brain  ;  but  the  cyst,  in  that  case,  arose  out  of  the 
lateral  ventricle  ;  whereas,  in  the  case  above  detailed,  it  evidently  had 
its  origin  in  the  substance  of  the  cerebrum. 

The  obscurity  which  surrounds  the  physiological  character  of  the 
acephalocyst,  and  the  singular  manner  in  which  they  form  in  different 
parts  of  the  system,  even  the  most  vital,  renders  the  subject  one  W"ell 
worthy  the  attention  and  investigation  of  the  pathologist.  In  the  in- 
stance just  related  it  is  hardly  possible  to  believe,  with  Laennec  and 
others,  that  the  morbid  product  possessed  any  inherent  vitality  ;  and 
yet,  how  are  we  to  account  for  its  gradual  increase  in  size,  when  we  find 
that  it  had  no  connection  with  the  body  in  which  it  was  found  to  exist  ? 
The  previous  history  of  the  boy  may  throw  some  light  upon  the  original 
cause  of  its  production.  Being  removed  from  the  country  ;  a  fine, 
healthy  boy  ;  and  bound  apprentice  to  a  butcher,  it  can  easily  be  con- 
ceived that  the  additional  quantity  of  animal  food  which  would  form  his 
diet,  would  be  likely  to  cause  a  plethoric  condition  of  the  system,  and 
hence  a  disposition  to  morbid  formation.  This  being  the  case,  we  can 
easily  believe,  with  Andral,  that,  in  the  first  instance,  a  small  clot  of 
blood  was  deposited  in  the  brain ;  that  the  coloring  matter  became  ab- 
sorbed, but  the  fibrinous  portion  not  being  acted  upon  by  the  lymphatics, 
formed  the  nucleus  of  the  future  hydatid  cyst  ;  but  here  we  have  the 
same  difficulty  of  accounting  for  its  growth  and  development  to  the  size 
of  a  large  orange.  And  this,  in  my  opinion,  can  only  be  done  by  as- 
suming that  the  presence  of  the  morbid  product  kept  up  a  constant  state 
of  inflammation  and  consequent  secretion  of  serum,  and  that  the  con- 
nection between  the  cyst  and  the  vital  action  going  on  in  the  system 
was  supported  by  simple  imbibition. 

I  am  not,  however,  inclined  to  indulge  in  speculation  upon  the  sub- 
ject, my  desire  being  rather  to  record  facts  than  propagate  theories. 


GENERAL   DESCRIPTION   OF    INJURIES. 

FROM  Stevens's  lecture  o.n  the  TREATME^•T  ok  injuries. 

The  following  category  includes  the  more  common  description  of  inju- 
ries that  occur  in  practice,  and  which  forn)  the  subject  of  these  remarks. 
Severe  wounds,  contusions,  fractures,  injuries  of  the  head,  hemorrhages, 
burns,  and  strong  mental  emotions. 
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The  sytnptoins  induced  by  these  injuries  may  be  thus  enumerated — 
loss  of  sense  and  sensation,  syncope,  delirium,  coriia,  convulsions,  jacti- 
tation ;  s(nali,  rapid,  slow,  or  irregular  pulse  ;  rigor,  paleness  and  cold- 
ness of"  ihe  surface  ;  irregular  or  stertorous  respiration  ;  vomiting,  retch- 
ing, or  nausea  ;  great  thirst ;   suppression  of  urine. 

It  may  surprise  some  of  the  younger  part  of  my  audience  to  find 
mental  emotions  enumerated  auiong  the  causes  of  severe  injuries.  T3ut 
the  longer  I  live  the  more  fully  am  [convinced  that  a  medical  man  im- 
perfectly understands  his  orofession  who  dues  not  appreciate  the  inllu- 
ence  of  the  mind  in  all  accidents  and  diseases. 

A  patient  whom  I  visited,  in  consultation  with  my  friend  Dr.  S. 
Moore,  a  gentleman  of  excellent  constitution,  and  in  middle  life,  was  re- 
covering from  an  attack  of  the  smallpox.  For  several  days  he  l)ad  been 
well  enough  to  leave  his  house,  and  attend  to  his  business  an  iiour  or 
two  every  day,  and  was  sitting  in  his  chair  and  chatting  with  his  family, 
when  he  heard  l)i3  child  fall  down  stairs.  She  was  taken  up  in  a  con- 
dition which  led  him  to  think  her  seriously  injured,  though  it  proved 
otherwise.  He  became  pale  and  treu)bling,  went  to  bed,  had  a  severe 
chill,  became  comatose  during  the  nisiht,  and  flid  not  get  about  for  a 
month  ;  during  which  time  we  almost  despaired  of  his  recove  y.  Coa)a 
and  other  alarming  symptoms  continued  for  many  days  ;  loss  ol  memory 
and  meniil  imbe(;iliiy  during  several  weeks. 

Etiologij. — In  the  explanation  of  these  symptoms,  although  the  minor 
details  may  be  obscure  and  uncertain,  it  is  capable  of  demonstration, 
that  the  shock  is  transmitted  from  the  nerves  ol  the  injured  part  con- 
tinuously to  one  or  more  of  the  great  nervous  centres,  the  spinal  n)ar- 
row,  the  head,  or  the  nerves  of  the  ganglionic  system.  Tlie  impression 
is  readily  transmitted  from  one  of  these  centres  to  the  other ;  but  rarely 
is  it  reflected  back  again.  Tetanus,  however,  aflbrds  an  instance  of  the 
reflected  action  of  an  injury. 

A  medical  man  fell  I'rom  his  horse  and  struck  upon  tlie  nates.  He 
was  at  first  insensible  ;  after  a  while  he  was  able  to  crawl  to  a  fence  by 
the  road  side,  and  felt  as  if  pins  were  run  into  all  parts  of  his  body. 
His  arms  and  feet  became  paralyzed  partially.  A  few  days  after  the 
accident  palpitations  of  his  heart,  inability  to  pass  his  water,  indigestion 
and  severe  headache  supervened  ;  with  these  symptoms  he  came  to 
town  for  my  advice,  one  year  after  the  injury.  This  is  an  example  of 
irritation  propagated  to  various  parts  of  the  system,  and  continuing  lor  a 
long  time.  Tlie  consequence  of  injury  of  the  spine  is  usually  confined 
to  the  nerves  below  the  seat  of  injuiy  ;  but  here  it  extended  from  the 
lower  part  of  the  spinal  marrow  upward,  and  thence  to  the  nerves  of 
the  arms;  some  jjart  of  the  shock  passing  ofT  laterally  to  the  nerves  of 
the  viscera.  The  eyes  sympathize  with  each  other,  because  their  nerves 
have  a  common  origin. 

Takini;  the  case  of  the  crushed  leg  now  under  treatment:  we  ex- 
plain the  coma,  loss  of  sense,  sensation  and  voluntary  motion,  the  stupe- 
faction and  delirium,  by  the  transmission  of  the  shock  to  the  brain;  the 
nausea,  retching  and  vomitinir,  by  the  transmission  of  it  directly  or  indi- 
rectly to  the  stomach;  the  convulsions  and  jactitation  to  the  concussion 
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of  the  brain  reflected  back  ibrougli  the  spinal  nerves ;  the  condition  of 
tlie  pulse  and  ol' tlie  surface  of  the  body,  by  the  state  of  tlie  heart,  uhicli 
the  shock  may  be  supposed  to  reach  throui^h  its  iianghonic  connections 
with  the  spine,  or  iVoni  the  brain,  throu<,'h  tlie  eighth  pair  of  nerves.  The 
excessive  thirst  and  suppression  of  tlie  secretions  are  more  complicated  re- 
sults, the  precise  etioloi;y  of  which  is  not  so  capable  of  explanation.  As 
suppressiori  of  the  secretions  follows,  rather  than  precedes  the  more  mark- 
ed symptoms  of  severe  injuries,  1  cannot  agree  with  my  revered  master,  Sir 
Aslley  Cooper,  in  considering  it  as  tlie  cause  of  these  sym[)toms.  Although 
the  treatment  of  many  diseases  is  based  upon  the  restoration  of  the  secre- 
tions— this  only  proves,  that  not  being  able  to  reach  the  first  cause,  we 
can  merely  palliate  what  in  reality  are  etfects.  Thus  in  exanthematous 
and  other  fevers,  and  in  all  the  "  self-limited  "  diseases,  so  well  de- 
scribed by  my  distinguished  friend,  Professor  Bigelow,  we  do  not  cure 
the  malady,  altliough  we  may  prevent  its  fatal  tendencies — the  physi- 
cian does  not  propel  tlie  boat,  but  keeps  it  from  the  rocks  and  quick- 
sands in  its  course. 

Delirmm,  coma,  and  insensibility,  are  caused  either  by  the  shock  trans- 
mitted to  the  brain,  or  by  the  want  of  a  due  impulse  of  blood  from  the 
heart,  during  the  weakened  condition  of  that  organ.  The  same  effects 
result  from  apparently  opposite,  but  in  reality,  similar,  conditions  ;  all 
agreeing  in  this  point,  that  the  blood  does  not  freely  circulate  in  the 
brain.  Weakened  or  o|)pressed  circulation,  the  pressure  of  a  clot,  or 
broken  bone,  in  depression  of  the  skull,  alike  imply  a  want  of  circula- 
tion in  some  part  or  in  the  whole  of  that  organ.  This  condition  of  the 
brain,  from  whichever  of  these  causes  it  may  have  been  induced,  trans- 
mi's  to  the  heart  and  stomach  the  satiie  shock:  thus  we  have  retching 
and  vomiting  in  apoplexy  from  congestion  or  extravasation  of  blood  in 
the  head  ;  and  the  same  symptoms  in  depressed  skidl,  the  same  in  crush- 
ed limb,  the  same  after  excessive  bleeding,  or  an  extensive  burn. 

As  respects  the  prognosis,  an  experienced  eye  will  form  it  rather 
from  the  general  aspect  of  the  case  than  from  any  |)articular  sym[)tom. 
The  countenance  of  the  jialient  is  undoubtedly  the  index  by  which 
practical  men  are  most  governed.  A  fallen  jaw  and  half-dosed  eyelid, 
with  irregular  rattling  respiration  and  coma,  indicate  approaching  disso- 
lulion.  Intelligence  enough  to  answer  simple  questions  respecting  his 
physical  condition,  indicates  a  more  moderate  injury  ;  and  if  the  head 
be  the  chief  seat  of  the  injury,  forms  the  ground  of  very  favorable  prog- 
nosis. Long-continued  coldness  without  rigor  or  returning  heat,  and 
continuing  in  despite  of  remedies,  leaves  little  room  for  hope;  the  same 
may  be  said  of  long-continued  retching. 

On  the  other  hand,  while  rigor  and  vomiting  show  that  the  injury  has 
been  severe,  they  indicate  a  hopeful  degree  of  reaction,  and  are  usually 
succeeded  by  more  favorable  symptoms,  viz.,  a  quiet  condition  of  the 
stomach,  a  return  of  warmth,  and  a  fuller  pulse. 

Excessive  pain  continuin<,f  for  many  hours,  although  not  so  alarming  a 
symptom  as  deliriuu),  insensibility  or  convulsions,  is  often  the  precursor 
of  one  or  more  of  these  conditions.     It  occurs   more  commonly  as  a 
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consequence  of  injuries  of  the  surface  of  the  body,  or  of  the  extremi- 
ties, than  of  those  affecting  directly  the  head  or  viscera. 


DIERVILLA  CANADENSIS,  JUGLANS  CINERA,    &c. 

[Commanicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

I  HAVE  perused,  with  much  interest,  the  articles  published  in  the  Jour- 
nal from  time  to  time,  on  the  indigenous  plants  of  our  materia  medica. 
1  think  they  are  too  much  neglected  by  the  profession  in  general.  Ma- 
ny of  them,  no  doubt,  are  good  substitutes  for  foreign  drugs.  Since  we 
have  amongst  us  a  numerous  class  of  pretenders  to  skill  in  medicine, 
styling  themselves  Botanic  Physicians,  many  of  the  profession,  I  fear, 
discard,  in  toto,  every  plant  lauded  or  used  by  them.  IVow  this,  surely, 
is  not  right.  We  are  to  use  those  articles  most  efficacious  for  the  relief 
of  the  various  diseases  we  treat,  whether  drawn  from  the  mineral  or 
vegetable  kingdom,  whether  used  by  old  women  or  charlatans.  If  the 
profession,  as  a  body,  would  be  more  liberal  in  the  use  of  our  domestic 
articles,  when  acknowledged  to  be  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  foreign, 
would  not  the  comnninity  more  readily  see  the  imposition  of  those  who 
would  make  them  believe  tliat  the  regular  profession  deal  only  in  min- 
erals and  poisons  ? 

I  would  again  call  the  attention  of  practitioners  lo  the  Diervilla  Cana- 
densis. During  the  year  past  T  have  had  some  further  experience  of  its 
utility  in  inflammation  of  the  bladder,  with  a  gravelly  deposit  in  the 
urine.  A  cold  infusion  of  the  bruised  leaves  and  twigs  was  given  freely. 
The  scalding  sensation,  on  performing;  micturition,  was  soon  relieved,  and 
the  patient  restored  to  usual  health.  A  neighboring  physician,  whose 
practice  is  much  more  extensive  than  mine,  at  my  suggestion  has  used 
it  in  several  cases  of  a  sub-inflammatory  state  of  the  kidneys  and  blad- 
der, with  complete  success.  One  patient  from  the  south  was  so  much 
relieved  by  it  that  he  called  on  me  for  a  quantity  to  take  on  to 
Charleston. 

Its  modus  operandi  I  leave  for  some  more  competent  hand  to  deter- 
mine. When  taken  internally,  it  operates  as  a  mild,  cooling  diuretic. 
When  externally  applied  to  the  inflamed  surface  occasioned  by  the  rhus, 
ivy,  or  poison  vine  of  the  meadows,  it  gives  the  sensation  of  a  current 
of  cool  air  upon  the  part,  and  after  a  few  applications  relieves  the  itch- 
ing and  checks  the  inflammation  and  swelling.  It  is  a  very  common 
bush  in  these  parts,  growing  by  the  sides  of  fences  and  rocks,  from  one 
to  three  feet  high,  with  a  pithy  stem,  and  has  a  yellow  flower  in  June. 
It  is  known  in  this  vicinity  by  the  common  names  of  gravel  weed,  bush 
honeysuckle,  Sic.  I  hope  some  of  your  readers,  who  have  more  leisure 
and  skill  in  analyzing  than  I  have,  will  notice  the  diervilla. 

Are  the  majority  of  the  profession  aware  of  an  excellent  substitute  for 
jalap  and  other  cathartics,  which  they  have  in  the  extract  of  the  inner 
bark  of  the  common  butternut  (^juglans  cinera).  Although  much  used 
by  Dr.  Hush   and  others   in    his   day,  and   introduced   into  the   national 
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Pharmacopoeia,  it  is,  as  far  as  my  iiiformation  extends,  little  used  by 
practitioners  at  present.  Yet  in  cases  of  liabitual  constipation  it  should 
be  preferred  to  most  other  cathartics,  as  it  operates  without  occasioning 
heat  or  irritation,  and  leaves  the  bowels  in  a  good  state.  Its  su[)eriority 
in  removing;  or  relievinij;  obstinate  constipation  has  recently  been  tested 
in  this  vicinity.  The  patient  I  allude  to  is  a  female,  who  has  been  con- 
fined to  her  bed  for  more  than  a  twelve  month  with  chronic  inflamma- 
tion of  the  pelvic  viscera  and  obstinate  constipation.  INlost  of  the  power- 
ful cathartics,  in  conjunction  with  other  medicines,  were  used,  none  of 
them  producing  evacuations  without  the  assistance  of  enemas,  with  the 
exception  of  croton  oil,  which  relieved  for  a  few  times  and  then  seemed 
to  lose  its  effect.  Tlirough  the  advice  of  a  young  member  of  the  pro- 
fession, the  extract  of  butternut  was  used  in  full  doses,  and  repealed. 
In  the  first  instance  sickness  and  vomiting  followed,  but  the  bowels  ^soon 
moved  freely.  The  decoction  or  extract  has  since  been  sufficient  to 
keep  the  bowels  in  a  soluble  state,  without  the  assistance  of  enemas. 
Conjoined  with  calomel,  it  is  especially  efficacious  in  bilious  habits.  If 
griping;  is  produced,  carminatives  and  corriients  are  used  with  effect. 
Great  Barrino^ton,  Mass.,  Dec.  27,  1837.  N.  B.  Pickett. 


SYPHILITIC    IRITIS.— A   CASE. 

BY    EDWARD    J.    DAVF..NPORT,    M.D.,    BOSTO^^ 
[Communicated   for  the  Boston   Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Inflammation  of  the  iris  does  not  often  occur  uncombined  with  dis- 
ease of  some  other  texture  of  the  eye.  In  recent  cases,  there  is  fre- 
quently conjunctivitis;  in  long-continued  or  neglected  iritis  there  will  al- 
most invariably  be  associated  with  it,  inflammation  of  some  of  the  deep- 
seated  textures.  This  is  believed  to  occur  more  particularly  in  syphi- 
litic iritis — hence  the  title  of  syphilitic  or  "  venereal  ophthalmia,"  ap- 
plied by  some  authors  to  these  cases.  But  when  a  case  of  iritis  is  pre- 
sented for  treatment,  it  is  not  always  an  easy  matter  to  decide  wiiether 
it  be  of  syphilitic,  or  of  rheumatic,  or  atmospheric  origin,  unless  the 
practitioner  is  acquainted  with  its  previous  history  ;  and  this  may  be 
intentionally  withheld  by  the  patient.  Saunders,  in  his  valuable  treatise 
on  the  diseases  of  the  eye,  gives  the  following  differential  symptoms 
between  syphilitic  and  simple  inflammation  of  the  iris.  ''  In  syphilitic 
iritis,"  he  says,  "  the  iris  is  much  more  thickened  and  puckered,  the 
texture  appears  more  changed,  the  irritation  on  exposure  to  light  is  less, 
the  pain  is  most  intense  at  night,  red  vessels  are  seen  in  the  substance 
of  the  iris — a  circumstance  not  often  seen  in  the  early  stage  of  simple 
iritis,  in  which,  patients,  from  the  severity  of  the  pain,  are  sooner  in- 
duced to  a|)p]y  for  relief — the  pupil  is  not  so  much  contracted  as  in  the 
simple  inflammation  ;  and  altliough  the  general  appearance  of  disease 
be  greater,  the  pain  is  actually  less  and  the^blindness  is  often  total  :  to 
which,  perhaps,  may  be  added,  that  the  lymph  is  deposited,  as  it  were, 
in  drops,  and  assumes  a  tubercular  appearance."     P.  64.     Fortunately, 
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however,  it  is  not  absolutely  essential  in  the  treatment  of  iritis  to  know 
whether  it  be  of  syphilitic  origin  or  not  ;  for  in  every  well-niarkerl  case, 
it  is  proper  to  administer  mercury  in  some  form,  to  insure  a  speedy  and 
permanent  cure.  Nevertheless,  cases  do  occur  in  which  the  treatment 
usually  emplo\  ed  in  inflammation  of  other  textures  of  the  eye,  will  be 
sufficient ;  also  in  another  class,  from  idiosyncrasy  or  some  other  cause, 
mercury  may  be  inadmissible,  and  recourse  must  be  had  to  active  reme- 
dies of  a  different  character.  In  the  following  case,  mercury  was  ad- 
ministered with  the  most  decided  benefit. 

B.  A.,  house  carpenter,  23  years  of  age,  applied  in  the  month  of 
February,  with  an  inflammation  of  the  iris  in  the  right  eye,  of  eight  or 
nine  days'  standing.  He  stated  that  a  few  weeks  previous  to  the  pre- 
sent application,  he  had  made  pretty  free  use  of  the  strong  mercurial 
ointment  for  the  cure  of  pediculi  of  the  scrotum.  Soon  after  this  he 
was  attacked  with  a  rheumatic  affection  of  the  limbs,  for  which  he  was 
treated  at  the  iMassachusetts  General  Hospital,  with  relief.  Upon  leav- 
ing the  hospital,  he  exposed  himself  abroad  on  a  cold  and  wet  day,  and 
immediately  upon  his  return  home  he  felt  some  uneasiness  in  the  eye, 
which  soon  amounted  to  positive  inflammation. 

Upon  examination,  the  inflamed  vessels  of  the  eye  appeared  of  a 
mixed  character;  the  su|)erficial  network  of  vessels  belonging  to  the 
conjunctiva  being  considerably  injected,  and  at  the  same  time  the  sclero- 
tic vessels  forming  the  ciliary  zone  around  tlie  cornea  being  very  distinct. 
The  conjunctiva  of  the  lids  was  not  much  inflamed.  The  iris — natural- 
ly blue — had  changed  to  a  green  color,  and  was  limited  and  sluggish  in 
its  motions  ;  the  pupil  was  quite  hazy,  somewhat  contracted,  and  irregu- 
lar, with  the  pupillary  mar2;in  of  the  iris  retracted  towards  the  crystal- 
line lens.  Upon  this  margin,  towards  the  external  canihus,  was  seen  a 
yellowish-colored  tubercle  of  lymph,  of  a  small  size  ;  intolerance  of 
light  and  epiphora  inconsiderable  :  slight  haziness  of  the  entire  cornea  ; 
pain  occurring  in  paroxysms,  referred  to  the  eyeball  and  occasionally  to 
the  brow  ;  vision  so  much  impaired  that  he  could  not  distinguish  any 
object  at  all  ;  and  this  circumstance,  as  usually  happens,  created  much 
alarm,  and  chiefly  induced  him  to  apjily  for  advice.  In  this  case  tliere 
was  so  little  constitutional  disturbance,  that  the  patient  was  very  unwill- 
ing to  confine  himself  to  the  house,  or  to  refrain  from  taking  the  same 
food  he  was  accustomed  to  when  in  health. 

Wednesday.  One  eye  only  being  affected,  he  was  cupped  upon  the 
right  temple  to  the  amount  of  ten  or  twelve  ounces,  and  was  directed  to 
take  an  active  cathartic,  to  have  anodyne  fomentations  to  the  eye,  and  to 
keep  in  a  dark  apartment. 

Thursday.  Patient  remains  much  the  same.  Six  ounces  of  blood 
were  taken  from  the  temple;  he  was  directed  to  repeat  the  cathartic,  and 
to  take  at  bed  time  a  |)ill  of  calomel  and  opium. 

Friday.  The  inflammation,  apparently,  was  not  much  diminished, 
but  the  pulse  and  general  strength  were  considerably  reduced.  Directed 
calomel  and  oi)ium  in  full  doses,  morning,  noon,  and  night.  In  less  than 
a  week  his  gums  became  tender,  and  a  most  marked  amendment  imme- 
diately took  place.     The   inflammation  rapidly  diminished,  the  deposit 
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of  lymph  upon  the  iris  disnppeaier],  and  vision  improved  daily.  As  the 
haziness  of  the  cornea  went  ofF,  very  minute  and  dark-colored  specks 
appeared  upon  that  membrane  lor  sonie  time  after  the  subsidence  of  the 
other  syu)ptoius.  The  extract  of  stramonium  havins;  been  apphed,  af- 
ter the  gums  liad  become  tender,  the  pupil  was  fully  dilated,  and  pre- 
sented a  margin  of  extreme  irregularity,  with  extensive  adhesions  be- 
tween the  iris  and  the  capsule  of  the  lens.  There  were  also  bands  of 
lyn)|)h  of  a  brownish  color  extending  across  the  pupil.  Notwithstand- 
ing which,  vision  was  rendered  n)uch  clearer  by  the  action  of  the  ex- 
tract. The  gums  were  kepi  tender  with  moderate  doses  of  calon)el.  for 
three  or  four  weeks,  tiie  ap[)lication  of  stramonium  being  continued 
meanwhile  night  and  morning,  until  there  was  no  longer  any  danger  of 
adhesions  taking  place.  In  the  course  of  a  month  or  six  weeks,  he  was 
able  to  return  to  his  work.  Four  months  afterwards,  the  case  was 
again  seen,  and  not  a  trace  of  the  former  disease  could  be  discovered. 
Power  of  vision  was  equally  good  in  each  eye. 
No.  4  fVintcr  Street,  Jan.,  1838. 


CANNA    COCCINEA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — By  the  present  opjiortunity  1  send  you  a  small  quantity  of 
a  new  nutritious  aliment,  which  has  lately  been  sent  me  by  a  hiend  in 
the  island  of  St.  Christopher,  West  Indies,  and  which  appears  to  be  a 
very  valuable  acquisition  to  the  list  of  our  nutritious  articles  for  the  sick 
and  convalescent. 

This  article  is  the  product  of  the  canna  coccinea,  somewhat  resem- 
bling arrow  root,  but  is  found,  by  analyzing  it,  to  be  quite  different  from 
the  latter.  In  the  language  of  a  physician  in  the  island — "  I  consider  it, 
as  a  diet  for  the  sick,  very  far  superior  to  sa^o,  tapioca,  arrow  root,  and 
gruel.  My  own  ex])erience  makes  me  satisfied  that  it  is  a  most  nutri- 
tious diet,  easily  digestible,  and  is  consequently  invaluable  in  diet  for  in- 
fants and  children,  and  is  eminently  adapted  for  persons  of  dysenteric, 
diarrhceal,  and  consumptive  habits,  because  there  is,  in  my  opinion,  less 
acid  in  it  than  in  any  other  farinaceous  food  with  which  I  am  acquainted. 
I  have  never  known  it  turn  sour  on  the  stomach.  It  is  the  orriinary 
food  of  the  dyspeptic,  and  in  enemas  it  is  truly  serviceable  for  allaying 
the  effects  of  acrid  bile  on  the  coats  of  the  rectum,  and  for  sheathing 
them  in  cases  of  abrasion  and  inflatnmation." 

Dr.  Ryan,  of  London,  in  his  Journal,  speaking  of  the  canna  cocci- 
nea, savs,  "  It  makes  a  more  consistent  and  delicious  jelly  than  arrow 
root,  and  is,  in  my  opinion,  far  superior  to  it  or  any  other  fiirinaceous 
powder  used  in  this  coimtry,  as  an  alifucnt  for  infants,  invalids,  or  con- 
valescents. It  is  prepared  like  arrow  root,  and  about  half  the  quantity 
makes  a  thicker  jelly.  It  deserves  the  high  |)raise  bestowed  upon  it  by 
Dr.  Waterson,  and  cannot  fail  to  be  patronized  by  the  medical  profes- 
sion and  the  public." 

This  substance  is  obtained  from  the  roots  of  the  canna  coccinea  when 
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eight  months  old.  I  atn  informed  that  the  preparation  of  it  is  much 
more  tedious  than  that  of  arrow  root.  The  French  have  termed  it 
"  Tous  les  inois,"  in  consequence  of  its  flowering  every  irionth. 

1  observed,  some  time  since,  the  above  account  of  the  article  in  John- 
son's Medico-Chirurgical  Review,  and  wrote  to  my  friends  in  St.  Christo- 
pher for  some  of  it.  They  have  sent  me  a  small  quantity,  but  in  the 
spring  I  expect  more,  when  I  shall  endeavor  to  make  it  more  extensively 
known.  From  the  limited  trial  I  have  given  it  since  its  reception,  I  am 
convinced  that  it  requires  but  to  be  known,  to  be  preferred  to  any  other 
article  used  as  nutriment  for  the  sick.  Respectfully  yours,  he. 

Westerly,  R.  /.,  Dec.  18,  1837.  Wm.  Torrey  Thurston. 

N.  B. — The  editor  acknowledges  the  safe  arrival  of  the  package,  for 
which  Dr.  Thurston  will  iilease  accei)t  his  thanks.  The  article  will  be 
used  in  the  liospital  at  Rainsford  Island,  forthwith. 


SCARLATINA. 

rCoiiimunicated   for  the   Boston   Medical  and   Surgical  Journal.] 

In  the  remarks  of  Dr.  Ingalls,  in  his  letter  on  scarlatina,  he  is  decidedly 
opposed  to  the  lancet  or  leeches  in  any  case.  Yet  he  has  never  regret- 
ted the  omission.  Dr.  ]\]clnt05h,  in  his  recent  work  on  Pathology  and 
Practice,  remarks,  "  I  used  formerly  to  see  fatal  cases  of  scarlatina  when 
I  practised  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  schools,  carefully  abstaining 
from  venesection,  and  using  all  means  recommended  to  support  the 
strength  ;  but  it  occasionally  occurred  to  me  to  see  patients  snatched 
from  the  grave  by  considerable  bleedings  from  the  nose,  and  at  times 
when  it  was  thought  the  loss  of  an  ounce  of  blood  would  prove  destruc- 
tive. These  circumstances,  togetlier  with  the  appearances  found  on  dis- 
section, led  me  to  bleed  in  many  subsequent  cases,  and  1  have  never 
had  occasion  to  regret  it.''  Dr.  Armstrong  is  also  a  strenuous  advocate 
of  the  lancet  in  scarlatina  anginosa  and  maligna,  and  so  are  also  many 
other  writers  of  great  reputation.  Dr.  Ingalls's  other  remedies  seem  to 
be  rather  ill-defined,  or  to  amount  to  nearly  the  expectant  treatment. 
Scarlatina  is  a  disease  in  many  cases  very  mild,  and  requires  but  little 
treatment  ;  but  cases  occur  (in  some  epidemics  very  often)  of  the  most 
violent  and  malignant  character,  and  I  call  upon  Dr.  Ingalls  for  his  treat- 
ment and  ex|ierience  in  such  cases.  As  there  seems  to  be  a  wide  differ- 
ence in  opinion  among  medical  men  as  to  the  propriety  of  evacuants 
and  of  stimulants  in  the  worst  form,  or  in  cynanche  maligna,  and  the 
subject  being  one  of  great  importance,  as  scarlatina  is  now  epidemic  in 
many  places,  I  call  upon  the  profession  to  give  us  their  views  and  ex- 
perience in  this  disease.  I  therefore  propose,  as  a  query.  What  are  the 
causes,  nature,  and  best  mode  of  treatment  of  scarlatina  and  cynanche 
maligna  ?  W.  A.  G. 

Dec.  27,  1837. 
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TRIBUTE  OF   RESPECT  TO   THE   LATE    DR.   PHILIP  SYNG    PHYSICK. 

We  are  surprised  that  no  movement  has  yet  been  made  by  the  physi- 
cians of  Boston,  to  testify  their  res|)ect  for  the  memory  of  Dr.  Physick, 
who  was  acknowledged,  without  a  dissenting  voice,  to  liave  attained  the 
highest  professional  distinction,  and  to  have  merited  all  that  the  public 
sentiment  awarded  him  in  his  lifetime,  as  much  on  account  of  his 
intrinsic  worth  of  character,  as  on  the  score  of  great  professional 
reputation. 

Here  follow  the  doings  of  our  professional  brethren  in  Philadelphia 
and  Baltimore. 

The  Philadelphia  Medical  Society,  on  the  reception  of  the  intelli- 
gence of  iheir  late  venerated  President's  death,  passed  the  following, 
among  other  resolutions,  viz. : — 

"  Resolved,  unanimously,  That  in  the  death  of  Dr.  Physick  we  de- 
plore not  merely  the  exit  of  one  who  has  long  held  the  first  position 
among  American  Surgeons — one  who  saw  no  superior  e/i'twAe?'e .'  but 
also  the  irretrievable  loss  of  numerous  inestimable  lessons  of  experience, 
inedited  and  treasured  only  by  his  memory  whose  nnnd  was  as  lucid  as 
it  was  retentive,  and  whose  unvarying  courtesy  and  professional  urbanitv, 
rendered  almost  every  moment  spent  in  his  society,  the  source  of  some 
new  idea  important  to  humanity." 

"  Resolved,  unanimously,  That  a  memberof  this  Society  be  requested 
to  prepare  a  public  address  upon  the  loss,  merits,  and  professional  labors, 
of  our  late  venerated  President,  to  be  delivered  before  tjie  members  of 
this  Society." 

The  class  belonging  to  the  Medical  department  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  appointed  a  committee  consisting  of  one  member  of  the 
class  from  each  State  in  the  Union,  to  draft  resolutions  expressive  of 
their  feelings  at  the  loss  sustained  by  the  decease  of  the  late  Professor 
Philip  Syng  Physick,  in  whose  lamented  death,  to  use  the  words  of  one 
of  the  resolutions  reported,  the  science  of  niedicine  mourns  one  of  her 
brightest  ornaments,  and  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  a  most  distin- 
guished Professor. 

At  the  request  of  the  class  Dr.  Chapman  has  consented  to  prepare  a 
discourse  on  the  life  and  character  of  the  deceased,  during  the  present 
session.     Dr.  C,  in  bis  note  accepting  the  invitation,  says  ; 

"  J\o  one  knew  the  illustrious  deceased  more  intimately  than  myself, 
and  I  shall  endeavor  faithfully  to  delineate  his  life,  character,  and  ser- 
vices. During  the  whole  of  a  lengthened  intercourse  of  forty  years, 
he  was  among  the  kindest  and  most  steadfast  of  my  friends.  The  death 
of  this  truly  great  and  good  man,  is  to  be  regretted  as  a  common  loss, 
but  by  me  mourned  as  a  personal  bereavement." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  students  of  Washington  Medical  College,  Balti- 
more, the  subjoined  resolutions  were  unanimously  passed,  viz.  : 

"  Resolved,  That  we  have  heard  with  deep  regret  and  sorrow  the 
loss  which  has  been  sustained  by  the  country  and  the  medical  profession 
by  the  death  of  the  late  Professor  Philip  Syng  Physick,  of  Philadelphia. 

^'  Resolved,  That  as  a  token  of  respect  for  one  who  is  justly  styled 
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tlie    Father   of  American    Surgery,    we   will    wear   the   usual    badge  of 
riiounrmg  cluriiig  the  remainder  of  the  present  session. 

"  Resolved,  That  in  order  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  so  distin- 
guished an  individual,  we  would  recommend  that  organized  correspond- 
ing committees  of  tlie  ditTerent  medical  schools  in  the  United  States  be 
appointed  to  devise  such  means  as  shall  be  best  calculated  to  promote 
the  erection  of  an  appropriate  monument  at  Philadelphia." 

Tiie  following  proceedings  in  reference  to  the  demise  of  Dr.  Physick, 
were  had  in  the  Pennsylvania  Convention,  now  in  session  at  Philadelphia 
for  the  purpose  of  amending  the  Constitution  of  the  State,  viz.  : 

"  Mr.  Russell  offered  a  resolution,  to  the  effect  that  when  the  Con- 
vention adjourns  this  afternoon,  it  will  adjourn  to  meet  at  half  past  ten, 
instead  of  the  usual  hour,  in  order  to  afford  the  members  of  this  body 
an  opportunity  of  attending  the  funeral  of  the  late  Dv.  Physick,  and  as  a 
mark  of  respect  for  that  distinguished  physician. 

"  Air.  Ini^ersoll  lioped  there  would  be  no  objection  made  to  the  reso- 
lution, payini:,  as  did  Mr.  Russell,  a  brief,  but  stronsi;  tribute  to  the  dis- 
tinguished virtue  and  eminent  talents  of  the  deceased. 

"  Mr.  Biddle  said,  that  if  mitigating  the  sufferings,  and  healing  the 
wounds  of  mankind — if  consummate  skill,  and  unsurpassed  tenderness, 
in  the  practice  of  medicine,  constitute  a  claiui  to  gratitude.  Dr.  Physick 
was  truly  a  benefactor  of  his  race,  and  entitled  to  this  tribute  of  respect  ; 
he  was  truly  a  great,  a  good  man.  He  hoped  the  resolution  would  pass 
by  general  consent." 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  Baltimore  American,  in  remarking  upon  the  event,  observes: 

"  The  expressions  of  public  regret  in  Philadelphia  in  consequence  of 
the  death  of  Piofessor  Physick,  are  such  as  might  have  been  expected 
from  the  community  in  which  that  iientleman's  usefulness  was  displayed 
during  so  long  a  series  ol  years.  His  vast  experience  in  the  practice  of 
surgical  science,  and  his  habits  of  close  and  judicious  observation,  were 
such  as  to  impart  to  his  opinions  a  value  which  seldom  attaches  to  tiie 
views  of  any  one  man.  VVhilst  by  the  medical  circles  of  Philadelphia 
the  death  of  Professor  Physick  will  be  felt  in  a  peculiar  degree,  its  ef- 
fects will  extend  to  every  quarter'  of  the  country,  whence  patients  were 
constantly  sent  to  consult  with  him  when  ordinary  advice  appeared  una- 
vailing. Ii  is  by  the  loss  of  such  n)en  that  the  whole  comnumity  expe- 
riences bereavement,  and  humanity  at  large  is  made  to  mourn." 
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SMALLPOX  IN  WOODSTOCK,  VERMONT. 

The  followinor  extract  from  a  letter  written  by  a  gentleman  in   Wood- 
stock, to  a  friend  in  this  city,  will  give  some  information  concerning  the 
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late  prevalence  of  the  disease  in  that  place,  which  has  not  before  been 
made  [)ul)lic.  The  letter  is  dated  December  Ilth.  We  hope  hereafter 
to  hnve  a  more  full  account  from  some  ph}^sician  in  that  quarter. 

"  It  has  pleased  God  to  visit  our  town  with  that  dreadful  disease,  the 
smallpox,  which  made  its  appearance  about  a  month  since  among  us,  and 
existed  a  week  before  it  was  plainly  identified  to  be  what  it  is.  There 
are  now  upwards  of  twenty  cases,  and  several  of  them  have  proved  fatal. 
Hundreds  were  ex|)nsed  to  the  first  two  cases  (one  of  which,  Dr.  Perry's, 
our  most  active  physician,  and  the  most  dreadful  case  in  its  appearance 
in  its  last  stages  that  can  be  conceived,  proved  fatal)  before  it  was 
known.  The  persons  thus  exposi'd  now  begin  to  be  sick.  We  have  a 
pest  house  a  mile  from  the  village,  and  daily  we  hear  of  our  neighbors 
being  carried  there.  It  is  the  duty,  by  law,  of  the  select  men,  to  remove 
the  cases  as  fast  as  they  occur.  It  fills  everybody  with  alarm,  as  vacci- 
nation does  not  seem,  infallibly,  proof  against  its  attacks.  The  whole 
town  has  been  vaccinated,  but  I  have  seen  persons  with  i)()th  diseases  at 
once,  a|)piirently  struggling  for  mastery  in  the  system.  Although,  how- 
ever, vaccination  does  not  prove,  in  all  cases,  an  infallil)le  prophylactic, 
it  seems  to  modify  the  disease — making  it  lighter,  and  where  it  would 
have  been  of  the  confluent  character,  softening  it  down  to  the  concrete 
kind,  or  simple  varioloid.  Even  those  who  have  had  the  smallpox  be- 
fore, are  sick  some  days  with  it  again  here,  but  do  not  exhibit  more  thna 
one  or  two  pustules.  Some  have  it  only  slightly,  and  some  are  in  an  aw- 
ful state,  deranged,  helpless,  and  one  entire  mass  of  putrefaction.  We 
have  had  two  such  cases  here.  The  subjects,  when  the  disease  proves 
fatal,  are  buried  in  the  night,  and  no  bell  is  tolled — no  funeral  services — 
but  put  into  a  rough  coffin  and  the  ground  in  haste — the  persons,  digging 
the  grave,  even  retiring  before  their  work  is  half  finished,  on  approach  of 
the  corpse.  Some  pretend  to  make  light  of  the  disease,  but  you  can  read 
in  the  countenance  and  manner  of  all,  that  there  is  something  in  the  under- 
current of  their  feelings  different  from  that  which  is  outwardly  exhibited. 
Our  town  is  literally  deserted.  Both  the  public  houses  are  entirely 
empty,  or  nearly  so,  and  some  of  the  people  in  the  neighboring  towns 
you  could  not  hire,  by  money,  to  come  near  us.  The  village  is  in  want  of 
many  things,  and  when  we  send  out  upon  the  hills,  to  the  farmers,  for 
hay,  or  wood,  or  grain,  or  other  needful  things,  they  answer,  with  a  wirey 
edge  on  the  voice,  '  We  have  grain,  we  have  hay,  we  have  wood,  and 
meat,  and  everything  to  sell,  but  we  do  not  want  you  here,  you  imist  go 
away.'  In  most  cases  the  doors  are  l)olted  against  the  approach  of  a 
Woodstock  man.  Business  is  entirely  at  a  stand,  and  two  of  the  places 
of  public  worship  are  shut  up. 

"  There  are  some  cases  which  do  not  appear  in  the  least  alarming,  and 
two  men,  who  were  laborers,  sent  to  the  pest  house,  fully  broken  out 
with  the  eruption,  sent  word  by  the  messenger  (who  twice  a  day  deliv- 
ers his  errands  by  a  speaking  trumpet  to  the  inmates,  at  some  distance 
from  the  house,  for  he  is  not  allowed  to  approach  very  near  it,  lest  he 
might  bring  the  disease  thence  into  the  village),  that  if  the  select  men 
would  send  them  over  a  team,  they  would  go  to  work  laying  stone  wall 
for  the  owner  of  their  mansion." 


Primary  Treatment  of  Injuries. — About   the  last  of  November,  Dr.  A. 
H.  Stevens,  Surgeon  of  the  JVew  York  Hospital,  and  Emeritus  Profes- 
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sor  of  Clinical  Surgery,  delivered  a  lecture  at  the  hospital,  on  the  above 
subject,  which  really  possesses  high  claims,  and  particularly,  as  it  comes 
from  an  eminent  surgeon,  who  for  almost  twenty  years  has  had  the  per- 
fect respect  and  confidence  of  all  classes  of  citizens.  It  is  gratifying  to 
learn  that  this  is  the  first  of  a  series,  the  remainder  of  which  will  be 
looked  for  with  increasing  interest.  In  our  pages,  to-day,  will  be  found 
an  extract  from  this  lecture,  which  will  give  the  reader  some  idea  of  its 
value.  It  is  our  intention  to  republish,  [)retty  liberally,  Worn  the  suc- 
ceeding lectures,  as  they  come  to  hand,  and  thus  give  evidence  of  the 
estimation  in  which  we  hold  Dr.  Stevens's  scientific  labors  and  literary 
qualifications. 

Medical  laduslrij. — Dr.  A.  S.  Doane,  of  New  York,  who  has  proba- 
bly toiled  more  industriously,  and  successfully  too,  in  making  us  ac- 
quainted with  the  medical  literature  of  France,  than  any  other  man  in 
America,  will  soon  complete  a  translation  of  iVouveaux  Elemens  de  Pa- 
thologic INIedico-Chirurgicale. 


Smallpox  among  the  Indians. — Mr.  Catlin,  the  celebrated  painter  of 
Indian  portraits,  gives  the  following  relation.  "  Only  one  year  and  a 
half  ago  I  was  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  on  the  Upper  Mississippi,  where  I 
witnessed  the  frightful  eiTects  of  smallpox  amongst  the  Winnebagoes  and 
Sioux.  Every  other  man  amongst  them  was  slain  iiy  it  ;  and  0-wa-pe- 
shaw,  the  greatest  man  of  the  Sioux,  with  half  his  band,  died  under  the 
fences,  in  little  groups,  to  which  kindred  ties  held  them  in  ghastly  death, 
with  their  bodies  swollen  and  covered  with  pustules,  their  eyes  blinded, 
and  hideously  howling  their  death  song  in  utter  despair,  affectionately 
clinging  to  each  other's  neck  with  one  hand,  and  grasping  bottles  and  tin 
pans  of  whiskey  in  the  other." 


Endermic  Use  of  Digitalis  Purpurea. — I  have  long  been  in  the  habit 
of  using  a  tincture  or  an  infusion  of  this  article  for  the  purpose  of  allay- 
ing the  pain  of  articular  inflammation,  some  kinds  of  painful  tumors, 
&.C.  I  consider  it  more  efficacious  in  this  way  than  any  other  narcotic, 
narcotine  and  belladonna  excepted.  A  good  form  for  its  use  is,  R.  Wind- 
sor soap,  3  ii-  ;  camphor,  3  i.  ;  ol.  monarda  punctatae,  f  3  ii.  or  ol.  laven- 
dula  spicuta,  3iii.  ;  alcoholic  tincture,  lb. i.  Dissolve  the  soap  in  tinc- 
ture by  the  heat  of  a  sand  bath,  then  add  the  oil  and  camphor.  This  lini- 
ment, when  cool,  is  of  the  consistence  of  a  soft  cerate,  and  will  be  found 
to  be  eminently  useful  for  the  purpose  of  allaying  chronic  arthritic  pains, 
discussing  painful  tumors,  &c.  A. 

Meriden,  Ct.,  Dec.  '2o[h,  1837. 


J^aval  Surgeons  in  Turkey. — By  an  arrangement,  not  altogether  satis- 
factory, says  Miss  Pardoe,  in  the  work  called  Citij  of  the  Sultan,  sur- 
geons are  supplied  to  the  ships  of  war.  When  a  medical  man  is  requir- 
ed on  board  of  some  vessel  of  the  line,  individuals,  appointed  for  the 
purpose,  walk  into  the  first  chemist's  shop  they  may  liappcn  to  pass, 
seize  the  master,  carry  him  off,  hurry  him  first  into  a  caique,  and  thence 
to  the  ship  ;  appoint  him  surgeon,  enter  him  on   the  books,  acquaint  him 
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with  the  amount  of  his  pay  ;  and  should  he  venture  to  remonstrate,  give 
him  a  sound  flogging  ! 


Sponfancoiis  Gangreiic. — A  singular  case  of  this  description  was  re- 
lated at  a  late  meeting  ofthe  London  Medical  Society.  A  lady,  aged  70, 
complained  of  a  slight  pain  in  one  ol"  her  legs  on  Friday,  but  was  able 
to  walk  about.  At  1'2  o'clock  that  night  a  dark  spot  appeared  in  the 
middle  of  the  calf,  which  rapidly  extended,  and  in  two  or  three  hours 
the  leg,  from  the  instep  to  the  knee,  was  in  a  state  of  gangrene,  the 
cuticle  separating,  and  large  phlyctenae  in  various  places.  At  12 
o'clock  on  Saturday  she  died — about  thirty-two  hours  after  having  walked 
about  apparently  well.  There  had  been  no  wound  in  the  leg,  nor  any 
apparent  cause  for  gangrene,  nor  was  the  patient  intemperate. 


Mtdliplicifij  of  Physicians  in  American  Cities. — The  kingdom  of  Greece, 
with  a  million  and  a  half  of  souls,  has  only  85  licensed  practitioners  of 
physic.  The  town  of  Chicago,  on  Lake  Michigan,  with  eight  thousand 
inhabitants,  has  no  less  than fortij  of  the  medical  fraternity. 


Medical  MisccUamj. — Dr.  Elisha  Bartlett  delivered  an  address  at  the 
anniversary  meeting  of  the  Phrenological  Society,  at  the  Odeon,  on 
Monday  of  last  week. — The  powerful  tribe  of  Mandan  Indians,  at  the 
west,  has  been  nearly  annihilated  by  the  smallpox.  Only  about  a  dozen 
remain,  says  report,  to  tell  the  story  of  their  sufferings.  The  disease  is 
also  spreading  among  the  Blackfeet  and  other  tribes. — Number  of  deaths 
in  Charlestown,  IMass.,  in  1837,  141  ;  in  Dorchester,  66.  —  Professor 
D'Wolf's  lectures  on  chemistry,  at  New  Bedford,  are  exceedingly  popu- 
lar.— Deaths  in  the  Marine  Hospital,  Chelsea,  ending  the  quarter  De- 
cember 31st,  only  four.  The  whole  number  of  patients,  in  the  same  time, 
two  hundred  and  fiflij-seren. — Dr.  Ingalls  has  approached  Dr.  Bell,  the 
editor  of  the  Eclectic  Journal,  through  the  columns  of  the  Boston  Cou- 
rier, rather  expressively.  We  should  have  been  glad  to  have  received  a 
communication  from  the  doctor,  without  reference  to  this  subject. — Poi- 
sonous candles  continue  to  be  manufactured  in  London.  One  pound  of 
arsenic  to  twenty-eight  pounds  of  stearine  is  the  proportion  employed 
by  some  of  the  manufacturers  of  this  new  article. — Creosote  has  been 
used  as  a  remedy  for  cholera,  in  England. — Mr.  Rees,  of  London,  has 
seen  four  infants  destroyed  by  sloughing  of  the  arm,  produced  by  vacci- 
nation. Three  of  them  had  been  vaccinated  with  several  punctures — a 
dozen  or  fifteen  in  each  arm. — Dr.  Shilometh  S.  Whipple  has  been  elect- 
ed a  senator,  in  Maine,  by  a  convention  of  both  houses  of  the  Legislature. 
— A  man  employed  by  Morison,  the  quack,  in  his  pill  establishment  at 
London,  was  recently  poisoned  by  an  excessive  use  of  creatn  of  tartar,  a 
lump  of  which  he  was  continually  putting  in  his  mouth  through  the  day. 

Died, — In  Apponaug  Village,  Warwick,  R.  I.,  Dr.  John  W.  Tibbetts,  aged  70. 
— At  Washington  city,  Dr.  R.  M.  Baltzer,  passed  Assistant  Surgeon  in  the  U.  S. 
Army. — At  Paris,  November  14th,  Dr.  Jones  Wister,  of  Germantown,  near  Phila- 
delphia, aged  21. — In  Edinburgh,  Dr.  Mackintosh,  a  zealous  laborer  in  the  field  of 
science. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  eiiriina  Jan.  13,  23.     Males,  13— Females,  10. 

Consiim[)tion,2— scarlet  fever,  (i — dropsy  on  the  brain,  1— niarasmns,  I— croup,  2— lung  fever,  1 — 
old  age,  1— burn,  1— canker  in  the  bowels,  1— fits,  1— hooping  cough,  1— smallpox,  1. 
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MEDICAL    INSTRUCTION. 

THE  subscriber  proposes  to  take  a  few  medical  stiulents,  and  to  connect  a  small  school  with  his 
private  e<lablishineiit  iVir  the  treatuieiit  of  invalids  and  fur  surgical  operations.  He  lias  procured 
Conveniejit  niojiis,  and  has  secured  the  necessary  facilities  for  anatoniical  inquiries  and  denionstra- 
tions.  Ills  pupils  will  also  have  the  privile;^e  of  witnessing  such  interesting  and  iiiipuitant  cases  as 
occur  in  the  private  prautice  of  a  country  physician  and  surgeon.  JOSEPH  H.  FLINT. 

Springfield.,  January,  18JS.  Jan.  J7. 

FALLING   OF  THE   WOMB   CURED  BY   EXTERNAL  APPLICATION. 

DR.  A.  U.  HOLL'S  U  i'KilO-ABUOMINAL  riUPfURTi:;il  is  otfered  to  those  afflicted  with 
Prolapjui  Uteri,  or  Falling  of  the  IVonib,  and  other  diseases  depending  upon  a  relaxation  of  the  ab- 
duiniiial  muscles,  as  an  iiistrunient  in  every  way  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  restoration  to 
health.  When  this  iiistruuient  is  carefully  and  properly  hited  to  the  form  ol  the  patient,  it  inva- 
riably aff.)rds  the  most  immediate  immunity  from  the  distressing  ^^  drugging  and  bearing-doan" 
sensations  which  accompany  nearly  all  cases  of  visceral  displacements  of  the  abdomen,  and  its  skil- 
ful application  is  always  lullowed  by  an  early  confession  of  radical  relief  from  the  patient  herself. 
The  Siipimrter  is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by  rliepatient  without  further  aid.  With- 
in the  last  three  years  nearly  1500  of  the  Utero-Jlbdununal  Supporters  have  been  applied  with  the 
most  liappy  results. 

The  very  great  succe.S3  which  this  instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its  examina- 
tion by  the  physician  will  induce  hiin  to  discard  tile  disgusting  Pessary  hiiherto  in  use.  It  is  gratify- 
ing to  state  that  it  has  met  the  decided  ajiprobatlon  of  Sir  Asliey  Cooperj  of  London,  Edward  Delafield 
M.I).,  Professor  of -Midwifery,  University  of  the  State  of  New  York,  of  Professors  of  Alidwifeiy  in  the 
ditfereiit  .Medical  .Schools  of  the  United  States,  and  every  other  Phjsician  or  Surgeon  who  has  had  a 
practical  knowledge  of  its  qualities,  as  well  as  every  patient  who  lias  worn  it. 

i'he  pulilic  and  medical  pr.ifession  are  cautioned  against  iniposiiions  in  ibis  inslniment,  as  well  as 
in  Trusses  vended  as  mine,  which  are  unsafe  and  vicious  imitations.  'J'he  genuine  Trusses  bear  my 
signature  in  writing  on  the  label,  and  the  Supporter  has  its  title  embossed  upon  its  envelope. 

A.MOS   G.   HULL,  Office  4  Vesey  Street,  Astor  House,  New  York. 

The  Subscribers  having  been  app.iinted  .\gents  for  the  sale  of  the  ab.ive  instruuieiits,  all  orders 
addressed  to  them  will  be  promptly  attended  to.  LOW'K  &  REED, 

Jan.  3.  lyreop  ;24  Merchants  Row,  Boston. 

MEDICAL    SCHOOL    OF   MAINE. 

The  .Medical  Lectures  at  Bnvvdoin  College  will  commence  on  ..:..nday,  the  ISth  of  February,  1838. 
Anatomy   and  Surgery,   by  Joseph  Roby,  ".I.D.,   late    Demonsirator   of  Anatomy   in   the   Medical 

School  of  Harvaid  University. 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Piiysic,  obstetrics  and  .Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  James  M'Keen,  M.D. 
Che.nistry  and  .Materia  .Medica,  by  Parker  Cleaveland,  M.D. 

The  Anatomical  Cabinet  and  the  Library  are  annually  increasing. 

Every  person,  becoming  a  member  of  this  institution,  is  required  previously  to  present  satisfactory 
evidence  of  possessing  a  good  moral  character. 

'I'he  am.iunt  of  fees  fur  ihe  lectures  is  35J.     The  lectures  continue  three  months. 

Degrees  are  conferred  at  the  close  of  the  lecture  term  in  May,  and  at  the  following  Commence- 
ment of  the  College  in  September. 

Professor  .M'Keen,  who  has  been  absent  during  the  last  year,  visiting  the  hospitals  of  Great  Britain 
and  France,  will  return  to  this  country  before  the  commencement  of  the  lectures. 

P.  CLEAVELAND,  Secretary. 
Brunswick, Oct.  1837.  Nov.  8 — eopGt 

MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  medical  instruction.  A  convenient  room 
has  been  provided  for  this  purpose,  which  will  be  open  to  the  students  at  all  hours.  I  hey  will  have 
access  to  an  extensive  medical  library,  and  every  other  nece.ssary  facility  for  the  acquirement  of  a 
thor.iugh  medical  education. 

O,ii)ortunities  will  be  offered  for  the  observation  of  diseasesand  their  treatment  in  ttco  Dispensary 
r*  uricts,  embracing  Wards  1,  -2  and  3,  and  in  cases  irkich  will  be  Irealedat  the  room  daily. 

Instruction  will  be  given  by  clinical  and  other  lectures,  and  by  e.\aminations  at  least  twice  a  week. 
Siilficienl  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  .\natomy. 

For  further  information,  application  maybe  made  at  the  room,  o^er  103  Hanover  street,  or  to 
thesub-scribers.  EPHRAIM  BUCK,  M.D. 

ASA  B.  SNOW,  M.n. 
E.  WALTER  LBACH,  M.D. 
Boston,  .August  0,  1837.  HENUY  G.  CLARK,  .M.D. 

JOSEPH  MORIARTY,  M.D. 

VACCINE   VIRUS. 

Physicians  in  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  Pure  Vjccinb 
Virus  by  return  mail,  on  addressing  the  editor  of  the  Boston  .Medical  and  Suraical  Journal,  enclos- 
ing one  d.Tllar,  post  paid,  without  which,  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  office.  Oct.  2.^. 

THB  B')STO\  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CLAPP,  JR.  at  184  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Fianklin  Street,  to  whom  all  rommunications 
must  b-i  adilressed,/)o.*t-/)«t(/.  It  is  also  published  in  .M(>nlbly  Paris,  each  Part  containinc  the  weekly 
numbers  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  \'.  C.  SM  I  Til,  M.D.  Eililor.— Prioe  ^3,00  a 
ve:ir  in  advance.  «3,i0  after  three  months,  and  S'l.OOifnot  paid  within  the  year.— .Agents  allowed 
every  seventh  copv  aralis. — Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
•aiisfactury  reference. — Postage  the  same  as  (or  a  Newspaper. 
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DISEASES  OF   THE   HEART. 

At  the  meetings  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London  on  the  16th  and 
23d  of  Octobe.'",  the  subject  of  diseases  of  the  heart  was  discussed,  and 
much  interesting  information  ehcited.  It  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Blen- 
kairne,  who  stated  that  he  had  dined,  twelve  months  since,  with  a  gen- 
tleman who,  for  a  year  before,  had  been  subject  to  violent  palpitation  of 
the  heart,  frequent  fainting  fits,  and  great  depression  of  spirits.  His 
pulse  was  strong  and  throbbing,  and  intermitted  at  every  third  beat. 
The  diagnosis  which  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  given,  was,  that  the  heart  was 
organically  affected,  and  this  opinion  coincided  with  that  of  other  practi- 
tioners who  had  been  consulted  on  the  case.  The  patient,  a  short  time 
since,  went  to  Brighton,  where  he  staid  a  month,  during  which  time 
he  was  attacked  with  gout.  He  had  since  suffered  neiiher  from  palpi- 
tation, fainting  fits,  or  depression  of  spirits  ;  his  pulse  was  now  perfect- 
ly natural  in  every  respect,  and  only  60  in  the  minute.  His  health  is 
now  excellent. 

Mr.  Dendy  was  inclined  to  think  that  there  had  been  metastasis  in 
this  case,  and  not  that  one  disease  had  been  cured  by  the  supervention 
of  another  of  a  different  character.  He  thought  it  might  be  probable 
that  the  attack  at  Brighton  partook  more  of  the  character  of  rheuma- 
tism than  of  gout,  and  that  its  occurrence  had  the  effect  of  relieving 
the  disposition  to  that  disease  in  the  pericardium,  which  interfered  with 
the  heart's  action.  He  believed  he  was  right  in  stating,  that  after  the 
removal  of  the  steatomatous  tumor  from  the  head  of  George  the  Fourth, 
the  wound  seemed  to  be  going  on  well  for  a  few  days,  when  it  began  to 
discharge  a  quantity  of  ichorous  matter,  and  erysipelas  made  its  appear- 
ance. An  attack  of  the  gout  coming  on  altered  the  character  of 
the  sore,  the  discharge  improved  in  quality,  and  the  wound  rapidly 
healed. 

Mr.  Clifton  was  inclined  to  account  for  the  cure  in  Mr.  Blenkairne's 
case,  in  another  manner.  He  had  seen  cases  where  disease  of  the 
heart  had  set  in  with  the  most  alarming  symptoms,  which,  however, 
disappeared  as  the  heart  accommodated  itself  to  the  afl^ection,  and  the 
patient,  by  quiet  and  the  avoidance  of  all  kinds  of  excitement,  lost  all 
symptoms  of  disease,  and  lived  sometimes  for  years  without  inconve- 
nience, though  he  perished,  ultimately,  of  the  affection.  He  remem- 
bered an  instance  of  this  kind  in  a  gentleman,  who,  for  five  years,  had 
tiever  suffered  from  a  symptom  of  heart  disease,  though  at  its  cora- 
25 
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mencement  tlie  symptoms  were  most  alarming.  He  died  after  a  fori- 
nij;lit's  illness  ;   the  heart  was  extensively  disorganized. 

iMr.  Hooper  reiiKJinbered  an  instance  in  which  the  symptoms  of  dis- 
eased heart  were  suspended  in  a  young  lady,  after  her  marriage  ;  but 
they  always  returned  during  the  time  of  pregnancy.  Immediately  after 
parturition,  however,  she  was  again  in  apparent  health.  The  stetho- 
scope did  not  detect  organic  change.  She  died  three  weeks  after  one 
of  her  confinements  ;  no  post-mortem,  however,  was  allowed. 

JMr.  Headland  thought  we  were  much  more  frequently  in  error,  in 
considering  functional  diseases  of  the  heart  organic,  than  in  considering 
organic  diseases  merely  functional.  How  many  instances  had  occurred 
in  which  the  stethoscope  detected  organic  disease  of  the  heart,  when 
the  patient  dying  from  some  other  affection,  the  heart  was  found  healthy? 
The  disturbance  of  the  heart's  action,  in  the  generality  of  cases,  he 
considered  to  arise  from  mental  causes,  or  from  sympathy  with  disorder 
of  the  digestive  function. 

Dr.  J.  Johnson  said  that  he  agreed  with  those  who  thought  that  func- 
tional disorders  of  the  heart  were  much  more  frequently  mistaken  for 
organic  changes  than  vice  versa,  and  this  was  the  case  particularly  as 
regarded  gout.  When  gout  was  suspended  for  a  time,  it  was  common 
foi'  the  |)ulse  to  become  quick  and  throbbing,  and  the  heart  to  palpitate 
violently,  exciting  great  alarm,  and  leadmg  to  the  supposition  that  the 
heart  was  organically  affected.  All  the  symptoms  were,  however,  at 
once  removed  on  the  recurrence  of  the  gout.  Cases  of  fimctional  dis- 
order simulating  organic  change,  were  mentioned  by  many  authors. 
Dr.  Parry,  of  Bath,  had  recorded  a  case  in  which  the  heart's  action 
was  so  violent  as  to  wear  away  the  ribs  ;  yet  even  in  that  instance,  after 
deail),  the  symptoms  having  previously  ceased,  the  heart  was  found 
healiliy.  It  was  a  common  error  of  young  practitioners,  10  consider 
the  heart  as  organically  diseased  when  its  lunction  only  was  much  inter- 
fered with,  and  this  error  had  become  more  general,  he  was  sorry  to 
sa}',  since  the  stethoscope  had  come  into  use.  He  had  known  various 
.symptoms  of  affection  of  the  heart,  such  as  its  beating  over  a  larger 
s|)ace  than  natural,  &lc.,  all  give  way  before  the  restoration  of  the  gen- 
eral health,  and  the  bracing  of  the  nervous  system.  When  the  ute- 
rine function  was  not  properly  performed,  it  wa.«.  common  for  the  pa- 
tient to  suffer  from  palpitation  for  weeks  together ;  yet  this  entirely 
ceased  on  the  organ  resuming  its  healtliy  action.  On  the  other  hand, 
however,  it  must  not  be  forgotten,  that  organic  disease  might  creep  on 
even  to  a  fatal  termination,  without  the  occurrence  of  any  symptoms  to 
indicate  its  seat  or  nature.  In  illustration  of  this  fact,  he  might  mention 
the  following  case,  which  had  coir'C  under  his  observation.  Five  years 
since  he  was  called  to  see  a  gentleman  who  had  suffered  from  hiccough 
of  a  violent  character  for  fourteen  days.  All  the  means  used  for  its  re- 
moval proved  useless  ;  but  it  eventually  gave  way  under  the  use  of 
large  doses  of  musk.  The  patient  then  informed  him  that  lor  several 
years  he  had  suffered  from  "  a  load  "  just  below  the  epigastrium,  and 
about  the  umbilical  region,  and  said  he  should  certainly  die  from  it. 
The  patient  was  a  corpulent   man,  and   lived  generously,  particularly  as 
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rec^arded  food.  The  "  load  "  was  the  only  symptom  he  complained 
of;  and,  on  examination,  there  was  no  hardness,  tenderness,  or  other 
sign  of  organic  change  in  ti)e  abdomen.  He  consulted  most  of  the 
eminent  practitioners  in  London,  all  of  whom  told  him  his  disease  was 
merely  imas^inary  ;  he  still,  however,  persisted  in  believing  it  a  fatal  one. 
JNine  or  ten  months  since  he  began  to  lose  flesh  ;  his  a[)petite  failed 
him,  and  he  got  weak,  yet  he  only  complained  of  the  load.  The  abdo- 
men was  again  carefully  examined,  but  nothing  was  detected.  For  six 
or  seven  weeks  before  death,  he  kept  his  bed,  lost  his  nppetite  entirely, 
and  ejected  most  of  the  litile  nourishment  that  was  administered  to  him. 
His  pulse  varied  from  110  to  130.  Soon  afier  being  confined  to  his 
bed,  he  had  another  severe  attack  of  singultus,  which  lasted  twelve 
days,  and  eventually  was  removed  by  arsenic,  which  had  the  effect  also 
of  putting  a  stop  to  periodic  rigors  and  fevers,  to  which  he  had  become 
subject.  He  got  gradually  weaker,  and  died,  worn  out  by  hectic,  with- 
out any  suffering.  He  (Dr.  J.)  had  considered  that  he  perished  from 
the  "  climacteric  disease,"  the  general  functions  of  the  body  having 
given  way  without  the  occurrence  of  organic  change.  The  post-mor- 
tem examination,  however,  revealed  the  true  state  of  the  case.  The 
stomach,  lungs,  heart,  intestines,  and  liver,  were  found  healthy.  The 
gall  bladder  was  almost  entirely  filled  with  a  large  number  of  calculi  ; 
the  duct  was  free.  The  right  kidney  was  sound  ;  the  left  somewhat 
granular.  Surrounding  the  left  psoas  muscle  was  a  bag,  or  sac,  which 
contained  about  a  pint  and  a  half  of  a  dark,  tarry,  gelatinous  fluid,  of  a 
most  offensive  odor,  and  peculiar  appearance.  The  psoas  muscle  was 
so  much  disorganized  as  to  he  with  difficulty  detected.  Now,  here  was 
extensive  organic  disease,  which  had  gone  on  for  months,  at  least, 
though  he  did  not  think  it  had  existed  for  years,  without  producing  any 
local  symptoms;  there  was  great  constitutional  disturbance,  indeed,  but 
it  could  not  be  traced  to  any  cause.  He  thought  the  calculi  might  have 
existed  in  the  gall  bladder  for  years,  but  attributed  the  fatal  result  to 
the  other  disease  He  believed  that  many  diseases  which  were  sup- 
posed to  be  climacteric,  or  a  regular  "  break  up,"  as  Sir  H.  Hallbrd 
called  them,  could,  by  proper  examination  after  death,  be  traced  to 
some  organic  change. 

Mr.  Procter  agreed  with  Dr.  Johnson  regarding  the  frequent  occur- 
rence of  functional  disorders  of  the  heart.  Connnercial  speculations 
particularly  favored  these  disorders ;  he  had  noticed  that  they  were 
very  prevalent  during  the  railway  mania.  Quieting  irritation,  and  re- 
storing the  general  health,  were  the  best  remedies. 

Mr.  Headland  had  noticed  the  falling  away  of  the  strength  and  appe- 
tite, and  great  emaciation,  for  three  or  four  months,  in  two  patients  of 
his,  in  whom  there  was  no  evidence  of  organic  disease  ;  the  |)atients 
were  both  men  of  intemperate  habits;  the  irost  remarkable  symptom 
in  both  cases  was  the  total  absence  of  sleep,  in  the  procuring  of  which, 
narcotics,  of  the  strongest  kind,  had  no  sort  of  effect.  In  one  of  these 
cases,  after  death,  a  fungoid  growth,  weighing  from  one  and  a  half  to 
two  pounds,  was  found  attached  to  the  lower  part  of  the  capsule  of  the 
left  kidney  ;  the  other  patient  had  simple  hypertrophy  of  this  organ.     In 
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neither  case  did  a  single  synipton  of  organic  affection  of  the  kidneys 
exist.     The  urine  was  scanty  in  both  instances. 

Dr.  J.  Johnson  said,  tliat  he  had  seen  many  deaths  from  intemper- 
ance ;  the  absence  of  sleep  before  death,  in  these  cases,  was  comnion  ; 
drunkards,  at  this  period,  paid  a  severe  penalty  for  their  intemperate 
habits. 

Mr.  Bryant  recollected  a  case  which  had  occurred  to  him  some  years 
since,  in  which  the  patient,  a  gentleman  aged  70,  died  with  symptoms 
very  much  resembling  those  which  had  occurred  in  the  case  related  by 
Dr.  Johnson.  The  patient  was  an  intemperate  man,  and  had  been  long 
ailing.  When  he  (Mr.  B.)  was  called  to  see  him,  he  had  suffered  from 
unceasing  hiccough  for  several  days,  and  for  this  nothing  afforded  relief. 
Dr.  Farre  also  saw  the  patient  ;  it  was  concluded  that  there  was  organic 
disease  of  the  stomach.  He  sunk  gradually.  The  gall  bladder  was 
found  full  of  biliary  calculi,  the  stomach  was  darker  than  natural,  but 
nothing  more.  The  patient  had  complained  of  pain  about  the  right 
kidney,  but  he  referred  no  other  symptom  to  the  urinary  organs  ;  the 
urine  was  natural.  The  right  kidney  was  healthy,  but  below  it  was  a 
pouch  containing  about  two  ounces  of  stinking  pus  ;  the  disease  was 
connected  with  diseased  vertebrce.  Here  was  a  case  in  which  disease 
gradually  advanced  in  an  important  part,  without  its  exact  seat  being 
detected  durino;  life. — Lancet. 


ON  NATURAL    MAGIC. 

The  theory  of  accidental  colors,  so  ingeniously  developed  by  the  suc- 
cessive labors  of  Scherffer,  Epinus  and  Sir  David  Brewster,  has  been 
alluded  to  by  the  latter,  in  his  treatise  on  natural  magic,  as  probably 
adequate  to  account,  in  some  instances,  for  spectral  illusions  ;  hut  for 
such  only,  in  his  opinion,  it  would  seem,  as  may  occur  in  full  day  light. 
Observation,  however,  has  assured  the  writer  that  appearances  of  this 
kind  are  not  so  peculiar  to  the  strong  light  of  day,  nor  so  rare  as  seems 
to  have  been  supposed. 

The  retina  of  the  eye,  by  the  action  of  light  upon  it,  has  its  sen- 
sibility weakened,  which  it  will  recover  again  completely,  in  the  ab- 
sence, or  partially  by  the  mitigation,  of  this  action.  When,  therefore, 
one  keeps  his  eyes  for  a  time  directed  to  a  portion  of  black  surface 
surrounded  by  white,  the  sensibility  of  all  that  part  of  the  retina  on 
which  the  white  surface  throws  its  light,  is  weakened  in  a  much 
higher  degree  than  that  which  is  occupied  by  the  image  of  the  black 
portion.  Then  on  turning  off  the  eyes  to  a  quarter  from  which 
light  comes  nearly  uniform,  the  effect  on  this  now  most  sensitive 
portion  is  contrasted  with  the  slighter  effect  produced  on  the  sur- 
rounding parts,  and  there  appears  to  the  observer,  as  it  were,  an 
image  of  light,  in  shape  and  size  like  the  portion  of  black  surface 
before  viewed. 

Now  the  relative  amount  of  light  reflected  from  white  and  from 


On  Natural  Mao;ic.  393 

adjacent  dark  surfaces,  is  probably  the  some,  whether  the  incident 
ligjht  be  feeble  or  strong,  and  ronsequenily  the  relative  strength  of 
their  respective  impressions  on  the  retina  is  also  the  same.  And  in- 
deed, the  eye,  especially  if  it  has  been  for  some  time,  previously,  in 
the  dark,  seems  to  be  not  less  sensible  to  this  difFercnce  of  impres- 
sion in  a  twilight  than  at  noonday,  provided  the  darkness  be  not  too 
great,  so  as  to  render  all  objects  nearly  alike  obscure.  But  how- 
ever this  may  be,  the  a|)pearances  of  ocular  spectra  in  such  fainter 
light,  is  favored  by  the  (act  that  the  attention  does  not  then,  owing 
to  the  partial  obscmity  in  which  the  substantial  objects  before  us  lie, 
so  readily  and  so  almost  unavoidably  fix  itself  upon  them,  which 
if  it  should  do,  any  itnage  that  may  remain  impressed  on  the  retina 
is  not  regarded  ;  for  the  mind,  it  seems,  cannot  attend  to  two  things  at 
the  same  time.  Another  reason  why  such  phenomena  are  so  sel- 
dom noticed  by  individuals  who  do  not  purposely  take  the  prelimi- 
nary steps  necessary  to  produce  thefn,  is,  that  the  eye  is  usually  a 
restless  organ,  rarely  dwelling  upon  the  same  part  of  an  object  for 
more  than  a  few  minutes  at  a  time.  The  design  and  effect  of  this  is, 
on  a  compensating  principle,  to  prevent  the  formation  of  any  impres- 
sions of  such  a  character  as  to  be  inconveniently  permanent  or  embar- 
rassing to  our  vision.  This  propensity  to  wander  is,  however,  some- 
times overcome,  and   the  occasions   when  this  may  happen  are  various. 

A  day  or  two  since,  listening  to  a  public  speaker  at  such  a  dis- 
tance, that,  to  catch  his  words,  I  found  it  necessary  continually  to 
watch  his  lips,  I  at  length  cast  a  look  towards  the  expanse  of  white 
ceiling  beyond  him,  and  saw  a  white  picture  clearly  representing 
him,  wherever  1  turned  my  eyes.  The  propensity  before  adverted 
to,  is  more  commonly  subdued  involuntarily  by  grief,  as  for  the  de- 
cease of  a  friend.  If,  in  consequence,  by  the  accidental  presence 
before  the  eye  of  a  proper  object,  or  a  suitable  cotnbination  of  light 
and  shade,  a  spectral  appearance  is  then  produced  (it  being  sup- 
posed now  partially  dark),  superstitious  persons  might  very  readily 
be  led,  with  a  little  aid  from  imagination,  particularly  as  the  idea  of 
his  departed  friend  is  now  uppermost  in  his  memory,  to  believe  strenu- 
ously that  he  had  seen  the  ghost  of  the  deceased.  The  child  who 
goes  alone  at  dusk  is  prone  to  watch  any  black  object,  especially  if  it 
is  made  conspicuous  by  a  prevailing  wl)iteness  of  the  objects  about 
or  beyond  it.  We  can  easily  see  how,  on  his  looking  round,  his 
young  imagination  may,  and  not  without  a  cause,  be  startled  into  a 
troublesome  activity. 

The  writer  well  remembers  with  what  sensation  he  has,  in  child- 
hood, watched  the  spectres  that  on  moonlight  nights  used  to  haunt 
the  black  gartnents  hanging  upon  the  white  wall  of  his  apartment. 
Any  one  may  observe  such  phenomena  very  favorably  on  waking  at 
dawn,  by  fixing  the  eyes  for  a  considerable  time  (one  minute  or  even 
less  will  suffice  for  an  experiment)  steadily  upon  a  dark-colored  ob- 
ject projected  or  situated  on  a  white  or  whitish  ground,  and  then  look- 
ing off  towards  the  white  ground,  when  directly  he  will  perceive  a 
white  representation  of  the  object  he  has  been  viewing,  either  upon  the 
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white  ground,  or  betu-een  it  and  himself,  according  to  his  fancy.  One 
can  make  it,  when  it  is  of  a  middling  brightness,  disappear  and  again 
reappear,  by  simply  giving  his  attention,  for  a  moment,  to  something 
beyond,  and  then  again  to  the  image.  If  the  eye  has  been  kept  con- 
stantly on  the  same  point  of  the  dark  object  previously  viewed,  the 
white  image  of  the  latter  will  be  a  distinct  and  faithful  representation. 
Otherwise  it  will  be  varied,  and  might,  by  a  startled  imagination,  be 
easily  conjured  into  the  most  frightful  shapes.  If  a  person  is  at  twilight 
travelling  towards  a  hill  (or  even  a  level  space)  covered  with  snow,  and 
steadily  watches  another  person  in  a  dark  dress,  advancing  a  short  dis- 
tance before  him,  whose  figure  is  projected  towards  the  snow,  he  sees, 
on  looking  aside,  a  white  spectre  in  human  shape.  It  will  in  some  in- 
stances appear  to  be  roving,  the  observer  all  the  time  thinking  that  he 
follows  it  with  his  eyes,  while  in  fact  it  depends  for  its  motion  upon  this 
same  movement  of  the  eyes.  Should  it,  before  it  fades  in  obscurity, 
arrive  before  some  dark  retreat,  it  there  vanishes,  for  its  appearance  de- 
pends upon  the  light  coming  from  objects  beyond  it.  A  result  similar 
to  those  already  described,  might  surprise  a  person  who  looks  up,  after 
having  for  sometime  gazed  down  upon  the  path  he  is  walking,  the 
black  soil  of  which  is  strongly  contrasted  with  the  bleached  grass  on 
either  side. 

Whoever  will  attentively  watch  the  operation  of  this  principle,  in 
experiments  which  he  can  make  almost  anywhere,  and  with  very  little 
trouble,  will,  we  think,  be  abundantly  satisfied  that  it  must  have  acted 
no  inconsiderable  part  in  kee|)ing  alive  those  su|)erstitious  impressions 
which  in  former  ages  have  been  so  generally  prevalent ;  and  that  it  is 
the  talisman  which  raises  some  at  least  of  the  apparitions  that  are  occa- 
sionally alarming  the  young  and  the  superstitious,  at  the  present  day.— 
Silliman's  Journal. 


DR.   WEBB'S   PRIZE   DISSERTATION. 

The  title  of  Dr.  Webb's  Prize  Essay  on  Rheumatism,  is  made  the 
text,  in  the  last  number  of  the  Southern  Medical  Journal,  for  some 
pretty  severe  remarks  on  the  use  of  opium  in  that  disease.  The  editor 
thinks  it  savors  not  a  little  of  quackery  to  recommend  this  course  of 
treatment  in  all  cases  and  all  climates  ;  and  though  it  may  answer  in 
places  where  simple  rheumatism  alone  is  lial)le  to  occur,  he  contends  for 
its  hurtful  tendency  where  bilious  complaints  are  commonly  as.sociated 
with  this  disease.     The  following  are  his  concluding  remarks. 

"  Not  willing  to  condemn  with  undue  precipitaticjn  a  practice  so  re- 
spectably and  so  ably  advanced,  we  determined,  on  reading  the  essay,  to 
adopt  the  practice  urged  by  it,  in  the  first  case  of  rheumaiism  in  which, 
as  in  not  a  few  heretofore,  we  should  be  foiled  in  our  ordinary  course  of 
treatjnent  according  to  the  best  judgment  on  the  true  pathological  con- 
dition. But  before  just  such  a  case  catne  to  hand,  we  found  a  [)aiient 
so  severely  affected  with  the  excruciating  pains  incident  to  this  disease, 
that,  in  our  absence,  and  over  the  head  of  our  presciiplion,  he  was 
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forced  to  re?ort  to  closes  of  Iniulamim  to  lull  his  sensibilities  and  lessen 
his  pain.  Willi  the  iiianirestiition  of  this  disposition,  and  with  the  hope 
of  regulating  the  use  of  opium  to  a  safer  course  than  might  be  adopted 
at  the  impulse  of  his  distress,  we  laid  down  the  course  in  all  respects 
according  to  Cazenave's  plan.  It  was  pursued  until  forty  pills  were 
taken.  By  this  time  we  found  great  tendency  to  cerebral  congestion 
frou)  the  duect  action  of  the  opium,  with  hepatic  obstruction,  evinced 
by  sallow  skin,  brownish-yellow  tongue,  with  hard,  frequent,  contracted 
pulse,  &;c.,  amounting  to  a  very  complete  and  highli/  bilious  rheuma- 
tism, had  resulted.  Unwilling  to  press  further  a  plan  which  reason  as 
well  as  the  experiment  thus  far  condemned,  we  discontinued  the  course, 
and  in  its  stead  adopted  the  use  of  a  pill  of  six  grains  of  calomel,  one 
grain  of  aloes,  and  half  a  grain  of  .J<ermes  every  six  hours.  This 
restored  the  wonted  hepatic  secretion,  preserved  a  steady  perspiration, 
and  the  patient  was  speedily  restored  to  health. 

"With  these  experinients,  then,  and  the  reasonings  which  we  have 
had  on  the  subject,  we  have  been  brought  to  the  language  which  Dr. 
Cidlen  applied  to  the  use  of  cinchona,  that  we  '  hold  it  tu  be  manifestly 
hurtful,  especially  in  the  beginning,  and  in  the  truly  inflammatory  state 
at  least  ;  and  probably  generally  in  southern  climates  and  bilious  tem- 
peraments. 

"  We  will  observe,  in  the  conclusion  of  this  article,  already  greatly 
extended  beyond  the  intended  limits,  that  depletion  was  liberally  used, 
and  in  the  early  part  of  the  case;  and  that  great  spinal  irritation  existed 
in  all  the  extent  of  the  dorsal  and  lumbar  spine,  and  most  severe  in  the 
dorsal.  This  received  the  counter-exritalion  treatment  usually  enforced 
for  this  symptom,  but  without  being  corrected.  It  disappeared  with  the 
rheumatic  symptoms." 


ANIMAL   MAGNETISM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  have  noticed,  in  your  Journal,  several  communications  on  ani- 
mal magnetism,  fraught  with  many  marvellous  things,  which  bring  to 
mind  a  variety  of  stories  that  I  heard  and  read  in  childhood,  about  fai- 
ries, and  witches,  and  wizards  •."ghosts, 'demons,  and  the  like  characters, 
too  numerous  to  mention.  What  animal  magnetism  will  amount  to,  or 
what  will  come  of  it,  I  cannot  tell ;  but,  T  doubt  not.  the  time  will 
come,  and  now  is,  when  the  Arabian  Nights  Entertainments  will  be  out- 
done in  realitv,  and  many  things  which  have  been  looked  upon  as  too 
absurd  to  be  considered  probabilities,  or  even  possibilities,  will  be  the 
sober  realities  of  life — when  the  tables  will  be  turned,  and  those  who 
have  been  considered,  by  the  world  and  themselves,  as  the  wise  men  of 
their  day,  will  be  found  profoundly  ignorant  of  all  true  knouledne.  es[)e- 
cially  of  the  srience  of  human  life  ;  and,  in  their  turn,  will  be  the  pro- 
per subjects  of  je<t  and  riflicule  to  those  they  have  made  a  butt  of,  and 
laughed  at,  as  stultishly  ignorant  and  superstitious.  Where  is  the  fairy 
tale  or  ghost  story  that   is  more  incredible  than  the  stories  told  about 
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animal  magnetism  ?  Where  is  one  that  is  not  as  consistent  ?  Where  is 
the  old  man's  whim,  or  old  woman's  whim,  or  old  maid's  whin),  that 
outdoes  them  in  point  of  inconsistency  or  incredibility  ?  The  person 
who  believes  the  magnetizer's  and  magnetizee's  tale,  will  believe  any- 
thing, and  is  a  fit  subject  for  any  imposture  the  crafty  and  designing 
may  think  proper  to  practise.  O,  but,  says  one,  these  stories  about 
animal  magnetism  are  told  by  very  respectable  men,  and  we  must  be 
careful  how  we  bring  their  assertions  into  doubt.  V^ery  well — but  what 
does  their  being  respectable  show?  Why,  it  shows  that  there  is  very 
much  gullibility  in  the  world  yet,  and  that  men  are  not  only  as  liable  to 
be  imposed  upon  now  as  they  ever  were,  but,  also,  that  they  take 
pleasure  therein,  and  glory  in  their  sham.e. 

What  are  these  stories  about  animal  magnetism  ? — are  they  not  of  a 
piece  with  fortune-telling,  juggling,  necromancy,  astrology,  magic,  augury, 
the  Scottish  second-sight,  and  many  other  things  of  the  like  nature  that 
might  be  mentioned  ?  Is  animal  magnetism  anything  more  than  a  new 
scheme  to  impose  upon  the  credulity  of  the  people?  Are  not  those 
who  have  so  much  to  say  and  do  in  favor  of  it,  acting  as  impostors  ? 
"  Take  care,"  exclaim  a  certain  few,  "  they  are,  many  of  them  at 
least,  very  respectable  men — living  in  cities  ;  some  adopt  hypotheses  and 
spin  out  fine  theories  from  them  ;  some  are  from  France,  which  is  con- 
sidered by  many  as  the  very  seat  and  origin  of  all  true  knowledge  ;  they 
all  have  much  effrontery — make  great  pretensions — and  all  that  is  now 
wanting  to  make  their  scheme  go  well,  is  a  chance  for  them  to  cry  per- 
secution ;  therefore,  we  must  be  careful  concerning  what  we  say,  or 
they  will  not  be  able  to  successfully  and  profitably  hoodwink  the  peo- 
ple." But,  1  would  ask,  ought  not  the  subject  to  be  set  forth  in  its  true 
light?  The  fact  that  men  are  respectable — that  they  live  in  densely 
populated  places — that  they  adopt  hypotheses  and  spin  fine  theories — 
that  they  come  from  France  or  any  other  country — is  not  sufficient  to 
convince  me  that  any  doctrine  or  system  is  either  true  or  false. 

There  is  one  fact,  however,  which,  although  it  appears  unaccountable 
and  unreasonable  in  the  extreme,  is,  nevertheless,  true  ;  and  that  is  the 
proneness  of  the  American  people  to  ape  foreigners,  in  manners,  cus- 
toms, doctrines,  fashions,  and  evil  practices.  It  is  a  fact  unbecoming 
the  American  character,  and  ought  to  be  despised  by  every  true  Yan- 
kee. France  is  aped  the  most.  Its  being  known  that  a  thing  comes 
from  France,  is  sufficient,  with  a  host  of  Americans,  to  establish  its 
truth  and  utility — indeed,  so  greedy  are  they  to  eat  the  crutnbs  of 
France,  that  they  eagerly  watch  whatever  comes  thence  and  gobble  it 
down,  without  stopping,  or  wishing,  to  determine  whether  it  is  whole- 
some food  or  not. 

The  above  remarks  are  strikingly  exemplified  in  medical  and  religious 
matters.  What  mode  of  practice  in  medicine,  or  theory  of  metaphysics, 
has  there  been  adopted  or  originated  in  that  country,  that  has  not  found 
its  servile  followers  in  this  ?  There  are  men  of  first-rate  abilities  in 
France  ;  there  are  also  men  of  first-rate  abilities  in  the  United  States  ; 
and  if  the  people  of  the  United  Slates,  instead  of  leaning  upon  the 
French  or  any  other  nation  for  instruction  and  example   in  arts,  science 
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and  morals,  would  stand  upon  their  own  bottom  and  rely  upon  their  own 
resources — if  tiiey  would  become  originators,  instead  of  imitators,  in  all 
things,  the  time  would  soon  arrive  when  they  would  be  excelled  by 
no  people  on  earth — and  I  fervently  wish  that  that  time  may  soon  come. 

But  to  return  to  my  theme  ;  if  the  principles  urged  by  the  votaries 
of  animal  magnetisu)  are  true,  what  are  we  to  e.xpect  from  it?  Why, 
nothing  less  than  a  great  reformation  in  the  moral,  political,  medical  and 
social  world  ;  also  a  mighty  revolution  in  arts,  science  and  literature. 
A  glorious  era  is  just  begun.  Vice,  in  her  high  career,  must,  ere  long^ 
stand  discomfited  and  dismayed,  and  virtue  will  triumphantly  reign  with 
benign  influence  over  all  minds.  Wars  must  cease,  political  parties  and 
intrigues  must  have  an  end  ;  the  whole  world  must  soon  know  and  en- 
joy the  blessings  of  universal  peace,  political  honesty  and  tiue  patriotism. 
Diseases  must  take  to  themselves  wings  and  fly  away,  for  the  true  pana- 
cea is  now  discovered.  Doctors  must  shut  up  shop,  burn  or  bury  their 
medicanients,  take  a  last,  long,  lingering  look  at  their  anatomical  prepa- 
rations, and  betake  themselves  to  some  other  employment — to  whaling, 
perhaps,  or  to  making  beet  sugar.  Coffin-makers  and  grave-diggers 
will  be  wholly  unemployed,  and  under  the  necessity  of  following  some 
other  business  for  a  livelihood — because  death  must  soon  grin  his  last 
horrid  arin.  "  and  hide  his  hideous  head  in  shame,  confusion  and  despair." 

Backbitings  and  talking  scandal  must  cease ;  consequently  gossips 
must  sit  mum,  and  tea  parties  f;o  out  of  fashion.  Jealousies  and  envy- 
ings  no  longer  shall  oxist,  for  Mesnier  will  soon  remove  the  causes  on 
which  they  depend,  by  showing,  magnetically,  that  all  men  are  equal, 
both  in  mental  and  corporeal  powers  ;  and  we  shall  soon  see  the  petty 
distinctions  of  great  and  small,  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  learned  and 
unlearned,  wise  and  foolish,  handsome  and  ugly,  swept  away,  and  buried 
in  oblivion,  by  the  omni[)otence  of  animal  magnetism.  ]\o  longer  may 
the  philosopher  pedantically  exult  over  the  idiot,  or  the  scholar  over 
the  clown,  for,  let  them  be  magnetized,  and  they  will  all  be  omniscient, 
and,  of  course,  one  cannot  brag  over  the  other. 

The  time  is  at  hand,  when  all  desiderata  in  the  arts  and  sciences  will 
be  supplied,  and  it  will  be  lound  that  animal  magnetism  is  only  a  col- 
lective name  for  all  the  arts  and  sciences  when  brought  to  perfection. 
We  shall  soon  be  able  to  determine  whether  the  earth  is  hollow,  as 
Captain  Symmes  asserted,  or  not ;  also,  whether  events  recorded  in  his- 
tory are  rightly  chronicled  or  not.  In  fact,  we  shall  have  neither  past 
nor  future  time,  but  all  will  be  present. 

In  making  these  assertions,  I  call  on  animal  magnetism  to  sustain  me 
and  confound  the  railers  and  disbelievers.  The  witch  of  Endor  will  not 
be  looked  upon  as  a  mysterious  personage,  in  time  to  come,  and  the 
raising  up  of  Samuel  will  be  nothing  more  astonishing  than  what  will 
happen  daily.  Sceptics  will  no  longer  be  able,  or  have  a  desire,  to 
cavil  at  the  miracles  of  Scripture,  for  they  will  be  as  nothing  compared 
with  the  miracles  that  will  be  wrought  by  animal  niagnetism. 

Perhaps  some  will  think  that  I  am  extravagant  in  my  reliance  upon 
the  word  if;  but  I  would  say  to  them — I  write  as  I  seem  to  be  influ- 
enced, and,  I  doubt  not,  there  is  a  secret  influence  exerted  over  me  by 
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some  powerful  maLmetizer,  perhaps  Mesmer  himself,  that  en^lows  me 
witli  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  and  enables  me  to  declare,  in  part,  what 
„K..ii  u,.  ....i.IoimH  \iv  animal  inasnetism.  Zoroaster. 


Willi  iiic   j|>iiii    >'■    i""r  —  J  ^ 
shall  be  ar-hieved  by  animal  magnetism. 
East  Clarendon,  Vt.,  Jan.  1,  1838. 


PREMATURE    LABOR   ARTIFICIALLY   PRODUCED. 

[The   following   case  of  artificial    production  ^of  premature    labor    was 
communii-ated  to  the  Li)nd()n  Lancet  by  Mr.  E.  A.  Cory.] 

Mrs.  H.,  of  short   staiure,  and   as^ed!  about  30,  had  twice  undergone 
the  operation  of  embryotomy.     Mr.  Cory  attended  her,  for  the  first  time, 
about  three  years  since,  when   the   same  operation   was   again  deemed 
necessary,  and   performed.     The    pelvic  deformity  was   of  the  reniform 
character,  the  space  between   the  sacro-vertebral  angle   and  symphysis 
pubis  being  about  two  inches   and   three   fourths.     It  was  consequently 
determined,   should    the   recurrence  of  pregnancy   render   it  necessary, 
that  the  premature  induction  of  parturition  at  the  seventh  month  of  utero- 
gesiaiion,  should  be  had  recourse  to.    She  had  again  become  pregnant,  and 
it  was  calculated  that  she  had  arrived  at  the  seventh  month  of  her  preg- 
nancy about  Thursday,  the  14th  of  September  last.     The  ergot  of  rye 
was  now  given,  and   at   six,  P.  M.,  soon  after   the  administration  of  the 
second  dose,  the  uterine  energy  became  slightly  excited,  and  it  was  in- 
teresting as  well  as  satisfactory  to  observe  its  gradual  increase  soon  after 
the  repetition   of  each   dose  of  the   medicine.     On    the  next  day  (Fri- 
day), at   one,  P.  M.,  the  parturient    pains  were  tolerably  active,  but  at 
considerable  intervals.      A    vaginal   examination    was  instituted,  and  the 
membranes  were  felt  pressing  against  the  undilated  os  uteri.     Saturday, 
at  eleven,  A.  M. — The  pains    had  gradually  diminished  in  force  and  fre- 
quency, and   she    had    experienced   no  pain    from    yesterday,    at    four 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  to  the  present  time,  and  was,  to  use  her  own  expression, 
"  quite   well   again."     The   institution  of  another    vaginal   examination 
demonstrated  that  the  os  uteri   had  not  in  the  least  degree  increased  in 
dilatation,  and  that   the    pressure   of  the   membranes,    which   had   been 
previously  experienced,  had   now  entirely  subsided.      Instead  of  repeat- 
in»  the  secale  coruutum,  lest  it  miglit  destroy  the  infant,  it   was  thought 
most  prudent    to  rupture   the    membranes,  ilie   disien-^ion  of  which  had 
now  completely  subsided.     She  was  again   visited  on  Sunday,  at  a  little 
after  one,  P.  M.     She  remained   in   a   similar  condition,  and   there  had 
been  no  accession  of  the  pains  of  parturition.     On  Monday  she  had  not 
yet  experienced  any  pain,  and   the   bowels  being  in  a  constipated  state, 
Mr.   C.   prescrilicd    an    aloetic   pmgative,  with   a   carminative  addition, 
which  had  the  effect   of  thoroughly  evacuating  the  bowels,  and  exciting 
the  uterus  to  action  ;  so  that    early  on  Tuesday  morning,  the  pains  of 
labor  commenced   with   consideral)le   activity,  and  continued    with  but 
little  intermission   until   six  o'clock   in    the   evening,  when  she  was  de- 
livered of  a  living  infant  of  healthy  appearance.     The  foeial  head  occu- 
pied several  hours  in  its  passage  through  the  contracted  pelvis,  and  after 
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expulsion,  presented  on  its  lateral  portion  an  evident  indentation,  and 
was  also  considerably  flattened.  The  whole  process  terttiinaied  as  in  a 
common  accouclnnent.  The  placenta  was  expelled  with  but  little  assis- 
tance, about  liall  an  hour  alter  the  birth  of  the  iidant,  which  was  restored 
in  ten  minutes  by  immersion  in  the  warm  bath  and  by  artificial  respira- 
tiotK  The  child  remains  at  the  present  time  (October  16th)  healthy 
and  vigorous,  takes  the  breast  freely,  and  there  is  every  probability  that 
it  will  continue  to  live.  The  patient  has  not  suffered  the  least  pain  or 
inconvenience  since  her  delivery  ;  in  short,  her  recovery  was  most  rapid. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  ANDSURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,    JANUARY     24,     J8  3  8, 


MARINE   HOSPITALS. 

In  obedience  to  certain  resolutions  passed  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  the  20th  of  February,  1837,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  asked 
several  of  the  Collectors  of  the  Cu^toms,  at  the  North  and  South,  the 
foliowinu;  questions  : 

"  1st.  VVhiit  it  will  cost  to  erect  three  hospitals  of  suitable  dimensions, 
for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen  and  watermen  upon  the  waters 
of  the  Mississippi  river,  at  the  most  suital)le  places  for  that  purpose  ; 
also,  what  it  will  cost  to  erect  the  satne  number,  if  needed,  at  the  most 
important  points  on  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts. 

"2d.  To  draw  up  the  project  of  a  law  to  regulate  the  disbursement  of 
funds  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen,  and  for  the  government 
of  hospitals  erected  for  that  purpose. 

"3d.  To  enumerate  those  ports  and  places  in  the  United  States 
where,  because  suitable  accommodations  for  the  sick  cannot  be  obtained, 
or  from  any  other  cause,  there  is  a  strong  necessity  for  hospitals  ;  and 
to  make  report  on  this  and  the  other  resolutions  at  the  next  session 
of  Congress." 

"  Congress  acquiescing  in  the  necessity  of  stich  institutions  at  New 
Orleans  and  Mobile,  appropriated,  by  the  act  of  3d  March  last,  the  sum 
of  ^70,000  for  the  purchase  of  a  site  and  erection  of  suitable  buildings 
for  the  hospital  at  the  former  place,  and  the  sum  of  $10,000  for  the  same 
objects  at  the  latter.  Arrangements  are  in  progress,  and  it  is  expected 
will  be  perfected,  for  the  construction  of  a  suital)le  edifice  at  New  Or- 
leans. It  is  ascertained,  however,  that  the  sum  ai)propriated  for  a  simi- 
lar purpose  at  Mobile,  is  inadequate  to  the  object.  Accordingly,  Mobile 
and  the  other  two  previously  indicated  as  entitled  to  priority  in  the  loca- 
tion of  such  institi]liotis,  may  be  regarded  as  the  most  important  points 
on  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts  where  hospitals  are,  in  the  estimation  of 
the  department,  needed. 

"  From  estimates  submitted  to  the  collector  by  practical  workmen,  it  is 
believed  a  sum  of  $15,000,  in  addition  to  the  e.visling  appropriations, 
would  be  required  to  purchase  a  site  and  erect  a  suitable  hospital  at  Mo- 
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bile  ;  and  it  is  estimated  that  the  sum  of  $'20,000  would   be  requisite   for 
the  same  purpose  at  each  of  the  other  places." 

The  Collector  of  Passamaquoddy  says  there  are  so  lew  sick  in  liis  dis- 
trict, and  those  always  easily  accommodated,  that  a  hospital  is  considered 
unnecessary.  The  Collector  of  Portland  shows  that  a  hospital  is  wanted 
there  exceedingly.  There  are  three  thousand  seamen  in  the  tonnage  of 
that  district — and  yet  these  poor  fellows,  when  sick,  are  thrust  into  the 
Portland  Almshouse  I — a  disgrace  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States.  One  is  required  also  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  and  another  at  Ocra- 
cock.  North  Carolina.  Key  West  has  no  accommodation  for  the  sick. 
The  Collector  is  allowed  to  pay  only  three  dollars  per  week  for  a  sick 
sailor,  and  yet  there  is  not  a  negro  family  in  the  whole  region  who  would 
take  one  of  these  unfortunate  seamen  into  their  house  short  of  seven  dol- 
lars per  week  !  What  shiftless,  miserable  management  is  this  for  a  great 
nation  !  The  Collector  supposes  an  edifice  of  wood  would  answer  very 
well.  Mr.  Breedlone,  the  Collector  of  New  Orleans,  wrote  the  follow- 
ing sensible  letter  to  the  Secretary. 

"  From  my  long  personal  acquaintance  with  the  trade  of  the  valley  of 
the  JNIississippi,  I  feel  well  assured  that  the  most  prominent  and  useful 
points  of  location  for  marine  hospitals,  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled 
seamen  engaged  in  the  navigation  of  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi  river 
and  its  tributaries,  are  Louisville,  in  Kentucky  ;  St.  Louis,  in  jNlissouri  ; 
and  Men)phis,  in  Tennessee. 

"  INIy  experience  in  erecting  buildings  does  not  enable  me  to  speak 
confidentlv  as  to  the  cost  of  suitable  edifices  at  these  points.  Judging, 
however,  from  the  price  of  materials  and  labor  in  the  western  country,  I 
am  of  opinion  that  the  sum  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  thousand  dollars  each, 
for  Louisville  and  St.  Louis,  would  be  sufficient  ;  and  for  JMemphis,  I 
.would  recommend  the  expenditure  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  for  the  rea- 
son that  this  establishment  would  be  the  receptacle  of  the  seamen  of 
both  the  Ohio  and  Missouri  trade. 

"  The  necessity  of  a  marine  hospital  at  this  port  has  been  made  mani- 
fest to  Congress,  and  induced  an  appropriation  by  that  body,  at  its  last 
session,  of  seventy  thousand  dollars,  for  the  purchase  of  a  site,  and  the 
erection  of  a  suitable  edifice.  The  sum  appropriated  will  be  found  in- 
adequate to  the  accomplishment  of  the  object,  as  will  be  shown  by  the 
plans,  specifications  and  estimates,  now  preparing  by  sundry  persons,  in 
accordance  with  invitations  for  bids,  issued  by  me  under  your  instruc- 
tions, all  of  which  will  be  forwarded  to  you  immediately  after  the  first  day 
of  September  next,  that  being  the  day  fixed  for  opening  the  proposals 
that  may  be  made.  The  plan  and  estimate  furnished  you  last  spring  for 
this  object  is  not  on  a  scale  beyond  what  is  and  will  be  required  for  the 
comfort  of  the  seamen  that  visit  this  great  and  growing  seaport." 

The  Collector  of  Louisville,  in  speaking  of  the  cost  of  medical  ser- 
vices for  the  proposed  hospital,  remarks — there  will  be  wanted  : 

"  1st.  A  resident  physician  and  surgeon,  with  good  qualifications  for 
the  discharge  of  his  duties,  who  shall  devote  his  whole  time  to  the  care  of 
the  establishment.  He  should  have  three  or  four  students  as  dressers, 
and  these  could  easily  be  obtained  for  their  board,  on  account  of  the  fa- 
cilities the  hospital  would  furnish  them  for  prosecuting  their  studies. 
These,  as  well  as  the  superintendent,  should  be  under  the  guidance  and 
control  of  the  physician.  The  salary  of  a  competent  physician  would  be 
about  $2,000  a  year." 
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Now  this  is  just  double  the  salary  of  a  surgeon  in  the  Marine  Hos- 
pitals of  New  Kngland.  As  a  iiieasure  of  economy,  the  Secretary  now 
proposes  to  have  it  made  lawful  for  the  President  to  assign  and  employ 
surgeons  and  assistant  surgeons  of  the  army  and  navy  to  go  on  duty  in 
the  several  hospitals  already  established,  or  to  be  hereafter  established. 
So  that  there  is  a  prospect  that  all  now  holding  appointments,  however 
meritorious,  as  surgeons  in  marine  hospitals,  will  have  their  walking  pa- 
pers. All  this  on  the  score  of  economy  !  It  is  furthermore  proposed  that 
the  collectors  of  ports,  lor  keeping  an  eye  to  the  doctor,  in  the  ostensible 
character  of  director  of  the  hospitals,  shall  receive  from  &i250  to  ^500 
per  annum. 

Although  we  highly  approve  of  the  proposition  of  erecting  some  half 
a  dozen  new  marine  hospitals,  we  object  to  the  employment  of  army  and 
navy  surgeons.  There  is  not  half  enough  of  these  at  present  ;  and  the 
whole  scheme,  instead  of  benefiting  the  sick  sailor,  would  only  really  go 
to  increase  the  already  princely  salaries  of  the  collectors,  which  now 
strongly  contrast  with  those  of  the  medical  staff  or  hospital  surgeons. 


Boijlston  Prize  Qucslions  for  1836  and  1837. — It  will  be  recollected 
that  Dr.  Holmes,  of  this  city,  was  the  fortunate  author  of  three  essays  in 
succession,  for  which  he  received  the  Boylston  medal  ;  and  it  will  also 
be  remembered  that  the  first  was  published  in  a  remarkably  neat  manner, 
and  distributed  to  all  the  members  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society, 
throughout  the  Commonwealth,  free  of  e.xpense — an  individual  act  of 
generosity,  for  which  we  are  all  indebted  to  Dr.  George  Cheyne  Shattuck, 
the  president.  Inquiries  have  frequently  been  made  for  Dr.  H.'s  two 
last  dissertations  ;  and  until  last  week,  we  could  not  fathom  the  reason 
why  they  had  not  been  given  to  the  public.  The  cause  of  the  delay  is 
now  apparent.  Dr.  Holmes  has  had  leisure  for  preparing  a  highly  fin- 
ished volume  of  371  pages,  8vo.  which  contains  all  three  of  his  prize 
dissertations.  The  first  is  entitled — Disserialion  on  InlermiUent  Fever  in 
JVetv  England  ;  the  second — Dissertation  on  JVeuralgia  ;  and  the  third — 
Vissertation  on  Direct  Exploration.  To  enhance  the  value  of  this  excel- 
lent publication,  a  map — a  colored  one,  too — accompanies  the  first  arti- 
cle, to  enable  those  unacquainted  with  the  geography  of  New  England, 
to  find  the  localities  referred  to  in  the  memoir,  where  intermittent  fever 
is  supposed  to  have  originated.  Lastly,  a  dedication  is  made  to  P.  C.  A. 
Louis,  Doctor  in  JMedicine  of  the  Faculty  of  Paris  and  St.  Petersburgh, 
and  President  of  the  Societe  Medicale  d'Observation. 

By  another  week  we  shall  have  had  an  opportunity,  at  least,  of  read- 
ing two  of  the  dissertations,  now  seen  for  the  first  time.  We  beg,  how- 
ever, to  direct  the  immediate  attention  of  all  our  readers  to  this  valuable 
contribution  to  medical  science.  The  author  must  be  substantially  en- 
couraged— and  if  read,  there  is  no  fear  of  his  being  a  loser  by  the  enter- 
prize  of  publishing  on  his  own  account.  This  is  a  proper  book  for  dis- 
tribution at  the  ne.xt  anniversary  meeting  of  the  INIedical  Society,  if  one 
is  not  already  bespoken. 


Extraor dinar]}  Case  of  Electrical  Excitement. — Dr.  Hosford,  of  Orford, 
N.  H.,  relates,  in  the  last  No.  of  Silliman's  Journal,  the  case  of  a  lady 
in  that  town,  who  became  unconsciously  charged  with  electricity  at  the 


402  Medical  Intelligence. 

time  of  the  occurrence  of  an  unusual  aurora  borealis,  on  the  25th  of 
January,  1837.  Tliis  extraurdinary  slate  conlinued  until  the  middle  of 
the  following  May,  during  most  of  which  time  she  was  capable  of  giving 
electrical  sparks  to  every  conducting  hddy  that  came  within  the  sphere  of 
her  electrical  influence.  When  her  linger  was  brought  within  one  six- 
teenth of  an  inch  of  a  metallic  body,  a  spark  that  was  heard,  seen  and 
felt,  passed  every  second.  When  seated  motionless,  with  her  feet  on  the 
irr)n  stove-hearth,  three  or  four  sparks  per  minute  would  [)ass  to  the 
stove,  notwithstanding  the  insulation  of  her  shoes  and  silk  hosiery. 
When  most  l"av()rai)ly  circumstanced,  four  sparks  per  minute  of  one  inch 
and  a  half,  would  pass  from  the  end  of  her  linger  to  a  brass  ball  on  the 
stove  ;  tiiese  were  quite  brilliant,  distinctly  seen  and  heard  in  any  part 
of  a  large  room,  and  sharply  felt  when  they  passed  to  another  person. 
These  experiments  were  so  often  repeated  that  there  was  no  doubt  left  of 
their  actual  occurrence.  The  lady  had  no  internal  evidence  of  this  fa- 
culty, which  was  only  manifest  to  her  when  the  sparks  left  her.  Her 
health  had  never  been  good,  though  she  had  seldom  been  confined  to  her 
bed.  She  had  :?ufiered  much  from  unseated  neuralgia  in  various  parts  of 
her  system,  for  some  iDonlhs  previous  to  her  electrical  development. 
Her  health  is  now  better  than  for  many  years.  Dr.  H.  thinks  this  phe- 
nomenon was  not  caused  by  the  aurora  alluded  to,  but  that  it  was  an  ap- 
pendage of  the  animal  system. 


Medical  College  in  Richmond,  Virginia. — We  learn,  by  the  southern 
papers,  that  the  President  and  Trustees  of  the  Hampden  Sidney  Col- 
lege, upon  the  application  of  the  Faculty  of  Arts,  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Board  on  the  1st  of  December  last,  resolved  to  establish  a  medical  de- 
partment in  the  city  of  Richmond,  and  the  Faculty  was  forthwith  organ- 
ized by  the  appointment  of  si.K  Professors,  who  have  since  accepted  the 
professorships. 

Colchiciim  in  Scarlati7ia. — INlr.  Tait,  of  Edinburgh,  has  lately  been 
very  successful  in  the  use  of  colchicuin  in  cases  of  scarlatina.  It  was 
administered  chiefly  to  those  which  partook  of  the  pure  inflammatory 
type,  in  which  bloodletting,  both  general  and  local,  was  usually  first  had 
recourse  to,  together  with  a  purgative.  The  dose  of  the  vinuin  colchici, 
in  the  strong  and  rol)Ust,  was  twelve  or  fifteen  drops  every  three  or  four 
hours,  in  a  little  water  sweetened  with  syrup.  For  children  of  four  or 
six  years,  three  or  four  drops  were  begun  with.  The  colchicuin  was 
continued  till  all  the  inflammatory  symptoms  were  subdued  ;  a  blister 
round  the  throat  being  all  that  was  necessary  to  complete  the  cure. 


Felons. — I  have  succeeded,  in  a  number  of  instances,  in  removing  the 
pain  and  discussing  the  inflammation  of  this  painful  affection,  when  con- 
sulted early,  and  in  the  later  perif)d  of  the  disease  have  aflbrded  the  pa- 
tient great  relief,  by  smearing  the  finger  affected  with  good  extract  of 
belladonna,  and  applying  a  diachylon  plaster.  A. 


Hijdrophobia — Slnjchnine. — Dr.    Epps,   of   London,    has    seen    effects 
produced  by  the  administration  of  slrychninej  similar  to  hydrophobia.     In 
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one  instance  these  distressing  symptoms  were  relieved  by  a  plaster, 
sprinkled  with  powdered  iodine,  down  the  spine,  from  ihe  hack  i)art  of 
the  head  to  hctween  the  shoulders.  From  this  result,  Dr.  E.  thinks  the 
application  of  an  iodme  plaster  all  the  way  down  the  spine,  would  pro- 
duce henelit  in  hydrophobia. 


Laxative  Pill. — It  is  acknowledged  to  be  a  difficult  thing,  in  many  in- 
stances, to  regulate  the  bowels.  The  ext.  colocyiith.  coinp.,  the  pil. 
aloes  et  niyrihfe,  the  pil.  rhei  comp. — all,  in  many  cas'-s,  fail  to  do  this  ; 
besides  that  they  all  are  apt  to  induce  liEemorrhoids.  To  supply  Ihe  con- 
sequent deficiency,  I  beg  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  readers  of  the 
Lancet  to  the  I'oilowing  admirable  lbrtt)ula  :  R.  Aloes  barbadonnis  ; 
extracti  glycyrrhiza;  ;  saponis  hispanici  ;  theriacaj  communis.  Solve 
ex  aqua  pura  ;  deinde  spissa  leni  calore.  Fiat  massa.  Signa,  pilula 
aloes  diluta. 

Some  six  or  eight  grains  may  be  taken  daily,  as  a  dinner  pill,  or  at 
bed  time. 

I  think  that  this  preparation  will  be  found  to  be  more  generally  useful 
than  those  which  are  at  present  contained  in  our  Pharmacopoeias. — Lon- 
don Lancet. 

Cauterisation  of  the  Eije  for  Amaurosis.  —  In  certain  cases  of  amauro- 
sis, particularly  in  those  where  an  indication  exi.sts  for  acting  on  the 
branches  of  the  fifth  pair  of  nerves,  M.  Serre,  of  Montpellier,  says  he 
has  derived  great  advantage  from  cauterising  the  surface  of  the  globe 
with  the  solid  nitrate  of  silver. — Bui.  Therup. 


White  Race  of  Atlas. — M.  Guyon,  chief  surgeon  to  the  African  army, 
writes  to  M.  Dureau  de  la  Malle,  that  at  Bougia  there  is  now  living,  a 
woman  originally  from  the  interior,  supposed  to  be  descended  from  the 
white  tribe  of  Mount  Aureps.  She  is  at  most  twenty-six  or  twenty-sev- 
en years  of  age,  of  very  agreeal)le  physiognomy,  blue  eyes,  fair  hair, 
beautiful  teeth,  and  has  a  very  delicate  white  skin.  She  is  married  to 
the  Imaun  of  the  mosques,  Sidi  Hamed,  by  whom  she  has  had  three 
children,  bearing  a  strong  resemblance  to  herself.  M.  Arago  observes, 
that  these  white  people  are  not  so  rare  in  that  part  of  the  world  as  n)ight 
be  supposed,  for  when  he  was  going  from  Bougia  to  Algiers,  in  1808,  by 
land,  he  saw  women  of  all  as;es  in  the  different  villages,  who  were  quite 
white,  had  blue  eyes  and  fair  hair,  i)ut  that  the  nature  of  his  journey  did 
not  permit  him  to  stop  and  ask  if  they  came  from  any  peculiar  tribe. — 
Athenceum. 

The  Cholera  in  Africa. — The  cholera  has  just  broken  out  in  the  Dey's 
Hospital  at  Algiers.  On  the  I4th  of  October  17  cases  and  9  deaths 
were  reported.  At  Bona,  where  the  epidemic  has  been  prevailing  inr 
some  time,  the  number  of  cases,  on  the  17th  of  October,  had  an)ounted 
to  328,  the  deaths  to  180.  One  of  the  most  curious  points  in  the  history 
of  the  Asiatic  cholera  is,  perhaps,  the  steady  proportion  of  deaths  to 
cases  which  may  be  observed  to  have  occurred  in  all  parts  of  the  world, 
and  in  all  climates.  This  fact  proves  how  very  little  has  as  yet  been 
done  in  the  treatment  of  the  disease. — London  Lancet. 

Died, — At  Petersham,  Dr.  J.  Deane,  aged  63. 
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Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Jan.  20,  32.    Males,  19— Females,  13. 

Consumption,  5— scarlet  fever,  3 — old  age,  3 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  2 — inflammation  of  the  lungs, 
1 — lung  fever,  1 — gastritis,  1 — erysipelas,  1 — dropsy,  1  —  infantile,  1— cancer,  1 — fits,  1 — debility,  I — 
infldiuiii  itioii  of  [lie  liowels,  I — typhus   fever,  1 — accidental,  1  — stillborn,  3. 

MASSACHUSETTS   MEDICAL    SOCIETY. -COUNSELLORS'  MEETING. 

A  STATED  meeting  of  the  Counsellors  of  the  .Massachusetts  .Medical  Society  will  be  held  at  the  So- 
ciety's Rooui,  Atheiiffium  Uuilding,  in  Pearl  street,  on  VVEDNESUAY,  the  7th  day  of  February 
ne.xt,  at  11  o'clock,  A.  .M.  John  Homa.ns,  Rec.  Sec'y. 

Boatun,  Jan.  23.  eptni 

MEDICAL    INSTRUCTION. 

THE  subscriber  proposes  to  take  a  few  medical  students,  and  to  connect  a  small  school  with  his 
private  establishment  for  the  treatment  of  invalids  and  for  surgical  operations.  He  has  procured 
convenient  rooms,  and  has  secured  the  necessary  facilities  for  anatomical  inquiries  and  demonstra- 
tions. His  pupils  will  also  have  the  privilege  of  witnessing  such  interesting  and  inipoitant  cases  as 
occur  in  tlie  private  practice  of  a  country  piiysician  and  surgeon.  JOSEPH  H.  FLINT. 

Springfield,  January,  1838.  Jan.  17. 

VACCINE   VIRUS. 

Phvsicia.vs  in  any  section  of  the  Un'ted  States  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  Pure  Vsccine 
Virus  by  return  mail,  on  addressing  the  editor  of  the  Boston  .Medical  and  c?urgical  Journal,  enclos- 
ing one  dollar,  pu.it  paid,  without  wliich,  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  office.  Oct.  2o. 

MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  aie  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms  : 

I'lie  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  ofthe  .Massachusetts  General  Hospital, and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.     Instruction,  by  lectures  or  e.xaniinations,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  .Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry,     by      Dr.  Channing. 
On  Physiology,  Pathology,  Therapeutics,  and  iMateria  iledica,  -  -     "      Dr.  Ware. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,         -  -----  "      Du.  Oris. 

On  .\natoiny,        ----  .--.-.  .  «'       Dr.  Lewis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  vvithjut  any  cliarge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fees  are  .§IOJ— to  be  paid  in  advance.  Nocredit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  si.v  months. 

.Vpplicalioas  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  the  Tremont  House, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHANMAG, 

JOH.N  WAKE, 
Oct.  18— tf  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

VVliNSLOW   LEWIS,  JR. 

TO   MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

Tke  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  in  all  the  branches  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery.  .\  suitable  room  will  be  provided,  and  |)upils  will  have  the  use  of  an  e,\tensive  medical 
library,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  districts  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  Eye 
and  Ear  !nfir:nary,  and  of  attending  ;i  course  ot  lectures  on  the  diseases  ofthe  eye. 

.\  regular  course  of  recitations  and  e.xaniiiialions  will  include  all  the  required  professional  works. 
Anato.nical  instruction  and  private  dissection  will  form  a  proiuinenl  part  in  the  study  ofthe  pupils. 
For  further  information, apply  to  eitherof  the  subscribers.  JOIl.\  JEFFRIF.S,  iM.D. 

R.  W.  HOOPER,  M.D. 
FrailUin  Street,  jYuc.  9,  183G.  July  19— 6m  JOHN  H.  UIX,  M.D. 


MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  medical  instruction.  A  convenient  room 
has  been  provided  for  this  purpose,  which  will  be  open  to  the  students  at  all  hours.  They  will  have 
access  to  an  extensive  medical  library,  and  every  other  necessary  facility  for  the  acquirement  of  a 
thorough  medical  education. 

Opportunities  will  be  oflered  for  the  observation  of  diseasesand  their  treatment  in  two  Dispensary 
districts,  embracing  Wards  1,  2  and  3,  and  in  ca-^cs  which  trill  be  treated  at  the  room  daily. 

fustruction  will  be  given  by  clinical  and  other  lectures,  and  by  examinations  at  least  twice  a  week. 
Sutfii'.ienl  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  .\natomy. 

For  further  information,  application  inav  be  made  at  the  room,  over  103  Hanover  street,  or  to 
the  subscribers.  "  EPHRAIM  BUCK,  M.D. 

ASA  B.  S.NOW,  .M.D. 
E.   W ALTER   LEACH,  .M.D. 
Boston,  JluTtut  9,  1837.  HENRY  G.  CLARK,  M.D. 

JOSEPH  .MORIARTV,  M.D. 


I'MB  ROSTO.V  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  publishedevery  Wednesday,  by 
I).  CL.VPl',  JR.  at  184  Washington  Street,  tornerof  Fianklin  Street,  to  whom  all  communications 
must  be  addressed, po«t-pn((/.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  ronliiiiiing  the  weekly 
iiMinbers  ofthe  jirecedina  month,  stitched  In  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  S.M  ITII,  M.D.  Editor. —  Price  $3,00  a 
voar  in  advance,  ■S;3..'J0  after  three  mouths,  and  ft4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.— -Agents  allowed 
every  seventh  copv  o-rofif.— Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
■alisfactory  reference Postage  the  same  as  for  a  Newspaper. 
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SOME  NOTICES    OF   THE   STATE    OF   HEALTH    IN   BOSTON    DURING 

THE   YEAR    1837. 

BY    JACOB    BIGELOW,    M.D.,    LECTURER     ON    CLINICAL    MEDICINE,    IN    THE 
.    MASSACHUSETTS)    GENERAL    HOSPITAL. 

[Commuiiicaied   for  ihe   Boston   Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

It  is  quite  as  difficult  to  account  for  the  variations  in  the  state  of  general 
health  among  the  community  in  different  years  and  seasons,  as  it  is  to 
explain  the  inequalities  of  the  seasons  themselves.  We  find  one  year  to 
have  been  marked  with  the  extensive  prevalence  of  influenza,  another  by 
that  of  cholera  or  of  scarlet  fever.  It  is  common  to  look  for  the  causes 
of  these  epidemics  among  those  conditions  of  things  which  are  within  reach 
of  our  observation,  such  as  the  temperature,  the  degree  of  moisture,  the 
changes  of  decomposition  in  organized  substances,  the  habits  of  living 
of  the  community,  &.c.  Nevertheless  it  must  be  acknowledged  that 
the  most  extensive  causes  of  these,  and  many  other  diseases,  are  occult 
and  inscrutable  in  their  nature,  and  no  man  in  the  present  state  of 
medical  experience,  would  gain  much  credit,  who  should  associate  the 
above  mentioned  epidemics  in  necessary  connection  with  any  fixed  pe- 
culiarities of  climate,  seasons  or  customs.  They  at  present  rest  on 
much  the  same  grounds  as  the  explanations  of  thunder  and  lightning, 
which  were  given  before  the  discovery  of  electricity. 

The  last  year  has  been  one  of  uncommon  exemption  from  any  pre- 
valent sickness.  Although  all  our  common  diseases  have,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, been  present  among  us,  yet  the  number  of  persons  affected  by  acute 
disorders  of  severe  character,  it  is  believed,  has  been  unusually  small. 
Of  the  cases  which  have  occurred  among  classes  comfortably  situated,  a 
greater  portion  than  usual  have  resulted  in  recovery. 

In  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  it  appears  from  the  records, 
that  the  number  of  cases  of  typhus,  during  the  year  1837,  was  thirty- 
six.  Every  one  of  these  has  recovered,  a  circumstance  without  prece- 
dent in  the  history  of  that  institution.  The  patients,  as  usual,  have 
been  brought  in  under  all  stages  of  tlie  disease,  and  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  them  have  been  affected,  for  a  time,  with  grave  and  threatening 
symptoms.  A  part  of  the  cases,  also,  have  been  mild  throughout  their 
whole  continuance.  In  private  practice,  moreover,  during  the  year,  a 
large  majority  of  cases  have  been  of  a  favorable  character,  though 
sometimes  protracted  in  their  duration. 

Scarlet  fever  has  prevailed  to  a  less  extent  than  usual.  Malignant 
26 
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cases  of  this  disease  have  occasionally  occurrerl,  but  a  greater  por- 
tion have  been  extremely  light.  In  the  last  year's  bill  of  niortality  for 
the  cit)'  of  Boston,  the  number  of  deaths  reported  by  scarlet  fever  is 
thirty-nine.  In  183-2,  the  number  of  deaths  reported  by  scarlet  fever 
was  one  hundred  and  forty-nine;  and  by  '•  throat  distemper,"  probably 
in  very  many  cases  the  same  disease,  fifty  ;  making  an  aggregate  of 
nearly  two  hundred  deaths. 

IVo  disease  has  increased  so  much  during;  the  last  year  as  acute  rheu- 
matism, or  the  form  of  the  disease  usually  called  rheumatic  fever. 
Forty  cases  of  this  description  have  entered  the  hospital  in  the  course 
of  the  last  year;  and  yet  this  form  of  rheumatism  was  once  a  com- 
paratively rare  occurrence  in  the  wards.  In  the  city  at  large,  it  has 
also  prevailed  to  a  considerable  extent.  Among  the  hospital  cases,  the 
disease  has,  in  numerous  instances,  affected  the  heart  and  pericardium, 
yet  no  death  has  occurred.  The  practice  of  treating  the  disease  by 
opium,  has  been  found  abundantly  useful  as  a  palliative,  but  has  not  ap- 
peared to  abridge  the  ordinary  duration  of  the  complaint.  Patients 
have  taken  eight,  ten,  and  twelve  grains  or  more  in  a  day;  for  some 
time,  with  the  effect  of  keeping  them  free  from  pain,  and  in  most  in- 
stances without  unpleasant  consequences,  one  or  two  grains  being  given 
at  the  end  of  each  hour,  if  the  patient  was  not  easy.  Free  perspiration 
has  commonly  followed  its  use.  The  disease,  however,  has  gone 
through  its  orclinary  metastases  and  period.  In  a  few  instances  the 
opium  was  obliged  to  be  discontinued,  from  its  unpleasant  effects. 

Influenza,  ov  gripjje,  which,  in  the  cities  of  Europe,  sometimes  shuts 
up  opera  houses,  and  banishes  a  quorum  from  legislative  assemblies, 
has,  during  the  last  year,  given  us  little  trouble.  Measles,  though  al- 
ways present,  have  not  been  attended  with  great  fatality.  The  deaths 
last  year  were  23,  whereas  in  1835  they  were  188.  .  In  the  preceding 
year,  1834,  only  one  death  occurred  from  this  disease.  Cholera  infan- 
tum has  been  more  formidable  than  in  the  late  preceding  years,  though 
the  various  names  under  which  this  disease  is  reported,  render  it  diffi- 
cult to  arrive  at  statistical  accuracy  in  regard  to  it.  Croup  has  been 
less  mortal,  in  proportion  to  the  population,  than  it  was  five  or  six  years 
ago.  Consumption,  the  bane  of  northern  climates,  as  is  usual,  takes 
precedence  of  all  other  diseases  in  the  number  of  its  victims.  Its  mor- 
tality, however,  has  this  year  been  less  than  heretofore,  amounting  to 
about  one  in  eight  of  the  deaths.  And  compared  with  the  mortality  of  the 
disease  in  England  and  France,  which  is  nmch  greater,  it  may  justify  the 
conclusion  that  our  own  climate,  with  all  its  instabilities  and  annoyances, 
is  not  absolutely  the  worst  residence  within  the  temperate  zone. 

The  aggregate  of  deaths  from  other  diseases  and  casualties,  bears 
nearly  its  usual  proportion  to  the  population  of  the  city.  And  as  a 
matter  of  record,  it  will  be  recollected  by  those  who  are  curious  in  such 
matters,  that  the  year  has  been  marked  by  a  cold  summer,  followed  by 
an  open  winter,  and  by  a  general  deficiency  of  rain. 

Boston,  Jan.  23,  1838. 
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Ox\    INFLAMMATION. 

rCotnmunicated   for  the   Bostnn  Medical  and   Surgical  Journal.] 

In  several  numbers  of  this  volume  of  the  Journal  it  has  been  shown 
that  some  of  the  most  important  organs  of  the  body — organs,  too,  which 
have  been  held  to  be  extreniely  com|)licated  in  their  structure — are 
developed  according  to  the  mechanical  laws  of  a  fluid,  the  same  with 
or  analogous  to  electricity.  The  brain,  the  ear,  the  valves,  and  mem- 
branous septa  generally,  have  bee'n  shown  to  be  but  j)art3  of  a  simple 
and  universal  process  ;  the  revelation  of  which  will  rescue  the  science 
of  life  from  that  confusion  and  obscurity  which  have  hitherto  enveloped 
it,  and  will  give  to  it  the  same  exactness  and  precision  that  characterize 
the  physical  sciences.  Other  organs  of  the  body  are  as  deducible  from 
the  same  laws  as  those  which  have  been  mentioned.  But  it  would  add 
very  much  to  the  sirengtli  of  the  argument  if  it  could  be  made  to  ap- 
pear that  the  diseased  conditions  depended  on  the  same  cause.  The 
object  of  this  article  is,  therefore,  to  treat  of  inflammation  ;  and  the 
basis  on  which  1  shall  proceed  is  the  circular  spread,  more  or  less  regu- 
lar, of  inflammatory  action. 

The  disposition  of  organic  action  to  limit  itself  by  a  defined  circular 
boundary,  when  it  occurs  on  a  membrane  or  a  surface  extended  in  the 
directions  of  length  and  breadth,  is  conspicuously  marked  in  nearly 
every  variety  of  vegetable  and  animal  life.  Vegetables  present,  on  the 
surface  of  their  stalks,  leaves  and  flowers,  maculae,  semilunar  or  circular 
spots,  more  or  less  perfect.  They  are  found  on  many  shells.  On  the 
skins  of  animals  covered  with  scales,  as  serpents  and  fishes,  they 
abound.  The  plumage  of  the  most  beautiful  birds  is  often  studded 
with  them,  as  the  peacock.  Among  quadrupeds,  the  leopard  owes  to 
them  his  superior  beauty.  In  man,  too,  they  are  reproduced,  in  skin 
diseases,  of  a  chronic  character,  where  the  action  is  sluggish  and  does 
not,  in  consequence  of  its  intensity,  mask  this  general  tendency. 

Does  not  this  constant  reproduction  of  the  same  form,  amid  so  much 
diversity,  declare  the  agency  of  some  2,eneral  law  or  principle  in  bring- 
ing it  about  ?  And  if  so,  does  not  analogy  warrant  the  inference  that 
that  agency  is  a  fluid,  since  the  impulsion  of  fluids  against  each  other 
produces  curvilinear  motion  ? 

A  great  amount  of  indirect  evidence  might  be  brought  forward  to 
prove  the  existence  of  such  a  fluid  moving  over  the  surface  of  bodies  in 
planes  parallel  to  the  surface,  and  indeed  through  the  membranous  cover- 
ings of  the  different  organs,  and  likewise  in  favor  of  the  position  that  it  is 
constantly  diverging  from  the  centre  of  organs  and  living  bodies.  From 
the  point  of  attachment  of  the  ligament  of  bivalves,  colored  rays  in 
some  instances,  in  others  grooves  and  ridges,  diverge  towards  the  cir- 
cumference, while  folds  and  spines  shoot  up  obliquely  from  the  surface 
of  the  shell,  in  a  direction  apparently  compounded  of  the  diagonal,  be- 
tween one  perpendicular,  to  the  surface,  and  another  perpendicular,  to 
the  apex.  These  spines  and  folds  are  convex  towards  the  apex,  whether 
their  general  form  is  cylindrical  or  not.  Here  are  five  strons  facts  ex- 
plicable on  this  supposition,  and  on  no  other.  Compare  with  these  the 
facts  that  the  skin   is  developed   from   behind   forwards,  following  the 
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course  of  the  nervous  influence  from  the  spinal  marrow ;  that  the  black 
color  of  the  negro  commences  from  a  black  stripe  over  the  spinal  mar- 
row, and  extends  forwards ;  that  zona  or  shingles  pursues  the  same 
course  ;  and  also  the  action  of  mental  emotions,  as  distension  of  the 
capillaries  of  the  face  from  shame,  permanent  change  of  color  in  the 
hair  from  fear,  and  even  in  the  skin  of  the  negro,  which  hfis  been 
known  to  spring  from  the  same  cause.  All  that  shows  the  nervous 
system  active  in  effecting  changes  in  capillary  action,  confirms  it  so  far 
as  physiological  experiments  prove  the  nerves  a  vehicle  for  the  transmis- 
sion of  galvanism  or  electricity. 

It  will  be  found  that  the  study  of  such  inflammations  as  ringworm,  lepra, 
and  the  vaccine  vesicle,  will  throw  more  light  on  the  nature  of  inflam- 
mation, than  any  method  of  investigation  hitherto  adopted.  They  are 
instances  in  which  inflammation  takes  a  regular  form,  and  pursues  a  regu- 
lar course,  with  hut  a  trifling  disturbance  from  modifying  causes.  Now  if 
this  regularity  both  of  form  and  progress  is  strictly  deducible  from  the  me- 
chanical laws  of  the  fluid  in  question,  and  if  we  have  a  right  to  reason 
from  what  is  regular  to  what  is  irregular,  then  is  proof  positive  afforded 
of  the  dependence  of  inflammation  generally  on  this  fluid.  And  I  be- 
lieve it  will  be  granted  that  such  is  the  state  of  opinion  on  this  subject 
at  the  present  time,  that  all  the  objections  that  can  be  brought  against 
this,  or  1  had  almost  said  any  view  which  might  be  advanced,  must  be 
of  a  superlatively  negative  character.  We  know  nothing  of  the  nature 
of  inflammation,  over  and  above  the  fact  that  there  is  accumulation  and 
obstruction  of  the  blood  in  the  part.  To  those  who  are  willing  to  rest 
content  with  this,  as  the  ."um  and  substance  of  their  knowledge,  I  have 
no  desire  to  tender  an  invitation  to  read  ihese  pages.  An  extract  Irom 
"  McKenzie's  5000  Receipts,"  or  "  Buchan's  Domestic  Medicine," 
or  from  the  supplement  to  the  advertisement  of  Dr.  Brandreth's  pills, 
would  be  more  in  accordance  with  the  taste  of  such  contemners  of"  fine 
spun  theories,"  and  self-styled  practical  men — men  who  in  all  cases 
want  to  have  the  proof  before  the  premises  are  stated,  and  cannot  stay 
to  hear  these  last,  because  the  thing  itself  is  not  proved — men  who 
are  fond  of  Q.  E.  D.'s,  and  know  them  because  they  are  capital  letters 
at  the  end  of  long  paragraphs.  Those,  on  the  contrary,  who  entertain 
some  notion  of  "  irritative  excitement,"  of  "  increased  action,"  or  "  de- 
bility of  the  vessels,"  thereby  showing  that  their  brains  were  organized 
to  form  a  conception  of  something  beyond  the  mere  objects  of  percep- 
tion, will  not,  it  is  hoped,  find  their  time  mispent,  should  they  for  an 
hour  or  two  divest  themselves  of  these  words,  and  consider  them  but 
the  shadows  of  ignorance,  the  coruscations  of  darkness  when  it  renders 
itself  visible,  and  after  examining  with  candor  and  impartiality  the  views 
here  presented,  follow  out  the  train  of  suggestions  to  which  they  are 
calculated  to  give  rise.  There  is  but  one  favor  that  I  would  ask  of 
them,  and  that  is  this.  Should  the  thought  strike  them  that  I  am  draw- 
ing inferences  from  far  fetched  analogies,  will  they  ask  themselves 
whether  these  analogies  are  the  less  just  because  they  are  far  fetched  ; 
whether  the  idea  itself  does  not  spring  up  in  their  own  mind  from' the 
habits  which  the  common  mode  of  education   fosters,  of  contemplating 
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the  works  of  nature  as  composed  of  multitudes  of  separate  entities,  in- 
stead of  parts  of  one  stupendous  whole.  Tliis  being,  pren)ised,  1  would 
direct  their  attention  to  the  four  following  points. 

1.  Lepra  and  ringworm  comn)ence  with  an  inflamed  point,  whence, 
as  from  a  centre,  the  inflammation  extends  equally  in  all  directions. 

2.  Their  disk  is  flat,  or  concave,  more  or  less. 

3.  They  begin  to  heal  at  the  centre,  while  the  inflammation  is  spread- 
ing at  the  circumference. 

4.  The  areola  around  smallpox  and  the  vaccine  vesicle  spreads  from 
it  as  from  a  centre,  but  its  surface  is  convex,  and  it  begins  to  heal 
at  the  circumference. 

The  explanation  I  would  offer  is  this.  The  centre  of  the  inflamed 
spot  is  a  focus  from  which  the  fluid  radiates,  and  to  which  the  fluid 
tends  from  the  parts  below  and  contiguous.  If  the  rush  of  fluid  to 
this  point  is  rapid,  its  attraction  for  the  blood  will  occasion  it  to  be  ele- 
vated and  swollen,  the  elevation  decreasing  gradually,  until  it  is  lost  in 
the  surrounding  skin.  If  the  tendency  is  slow,  it  will  give  time  for 
the  parts  beneath  to  accommodate  themselves  to  the  transmission  of  a 
given  amount,  without  the  fluid  attracting  the  blood  sufficiently  to  pro- 
duce inflammation  of  the  cutis  vera,  in  which  case  the  inflammation 
would  be  confined  to  the  rete  mucosum,  or  the  vessels  that  secrete  the 
cuticle. 

The  spreading  from  the  circumference  on  a  flat  disk  will  be  illustrated 
by  a  comparison  with  the  develojjment  of  a  compound  flower — a  daisy 
or  sunflower,  for  example.  A  greater  pressure  acting  from  within  out- 
wards, on  the  florets  at  the  circumference,  than  on  the  central  ones,  is  the 
occasion  of  their  expanding  into  rays,  which  diverge  from  the  centre. 
The  cause  of  the  increase  of  pressure  of  this  fluid  is,  that  the  sum  total 
of  it  in  each  floret  exerts  a  pressure  on  each  contiguous  one,  and  forms, 
of  course,  an  obstacle  to  its  expansion  laterally.  But  this  pressure  is 
removed  from  the  external  surface  of  the  florets  situated  in  the  marginal 
ring,  because  there  are  no  florets  beyond  them.  There  is,  then,  no  ob- 
stacle to  their  expansion  in  a  line  perpendicular  to  the  centre  of  the 
disk  ;  hence  they  diverge,  like  rays,  from  that  centre.  The  petals  of 
double  flowers,  considered  by  botanists  to  spring  from  the  evolution  of 
the  external  stamens,  show  how  extensive  and  general  is  the  operation 
of  tiie  same  force.  Now  each  vesicle  in  a  spot  of  lepra  is  just  in  the 
condition  of  one  of  these  florets,  and  the  pressure  which  they  exert  on 
each  other  being  greater  at  all  points  than  that  which  is  exerted  on 
their  marginal  surface,  they  will  spread  marginally.  The  reason  of  the 
healing  process  commencing  at  the  centre  and  continuing  while  the  in- 
flammatory action  continues  around  the  border,  is  because  the  efl'ect  of 
a  fluid  radiating  from  all  points  of  a  circular  flat  disk,  is  to  retard  that 
portion  coming  immediately  from  the  centre.  This  will  be  shown  by 
the  following  diagram. 

Let  A  B  be  considered  any  diameter  of  a  flat  inflamed  disk,  and  the 
centre  C  a  vesicle  from  whicii  a  brush  of  this  fluid,  C  E  D,  proceeds, 
in  a  manner  like  the  electrical  brush  from  a  charged  conductor.  Let 
a  represent  any  number  of  vesicles  between  the  centre  C  and  circum- 
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ference  A,  from  which  similar 
brushes  proceed.  That  part  of 
the  brush  coming  from  each  of 
these  vesicles  towards  the  centre 
intersects  that  cominj^  directly 
from  C,  and  retards  its  motion 
towards  D.  In  like  manner  the 
brushes  departing,  from  the  vesi- 
cles between  C  and  B,  interfere 
with  that  part  of  the  brush  from 
C  towards  E  ;  and  since  there 
are  a  greater  number  of  brushes 
to  interfere  with  the  one  from  C 
than  from  any  other  vesicle,  the 
obstruction  which  they  produce 
to  the  fluid  passing  from  C  is 
greater  than  that  issuing  from 
any  other  vesicle  in  the  diameter 
A  B,  or  any  other  diameter.  If, 
therefore,  the  inflammation  is 
kept  up  by  a  fluid  passing  off  from  these  vesicles,  it  will  cease  at  the 
point  C  first.  In  like  manner  it  may  be  shown  the  fluid  will  be  more 
obstructed  in  its  passage  from  the  points  nearest  to  C  than  from  those 
more  remote,  and  the  healing  process  will  therefore  continue  from  that 
point.  If,  now,  in  order  to  have  it  correspond  with  a  convex  inflamed 
areola,  the  line  A  C  B,  be  raised  at  the  centre,  C,  as  is  represented 
in  the  second  figure,  the  interference  of  these  pencils  is  less  and  less 
in  proportion  as  the  surface  is  more  convex.  It  will  therefore  depend 
on  the  degree  of  convexity,  other  things  being  equal,  whether  the  heal- 
ing process  commence  at  the  centre  or  circumference.  Hence  we  per- 
ceive, when  inflammations  of  the  skin  assume  a  regular  form,  advance 
and  recede  in  a  regular  manner,  they  are  governed  by  laws  which  de- 
clare them  to  be  the  e^ecX  of  the  agency  of  this  fluid. 

An  attentive  examination  of  the  circulation  will,  I  think,  convince 
any  one  that  the  powers  which  accomplish  it  are  seated  in  the  blood, 
instead  of  the  contractions  of  the  heart  and  arteries.  In  the  lower  ani- 
mals and  vegetables,  circulation  takes  place  without  a  heart.  In  the 
human  fcEtus,  the  blood  begins  to  move  at  the  circumference,  and  the 
heart  is  formed  subsequently  to  the  large  arteries,  and  these  subsequent 
the  capillaries,  as  is  clearly  shown  by  the  observations  of  Serres  and 
others,  and  by  the  fact  that  the  heart  in  monstrosities  has  often  been 
found  wanting,  while  the  arterial  system  was  developed  ;  but  the  re- 
verse, never.  Irritation  attracts  the  blood  to  the  tissue  irritated,  without 
primarily  aflectiug  the  contractions  of  the  heart.  The  development  of 
the  pulmonary  artery,  and  the  obliieration  of  the  ductus  arteriosus,  at 
the  commencement  of  respiration,  cannot  be  explained  otherwise  than 
by  supposing  the  blood  to  be  attracted  to  the  lungs,  rather  than  driven 
by  the  force  of  the   heart.      Again,  injuries  of  the  nerves  affect  the  ca- 
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pillary  circulation  more  tliaii  that  of  the  lieart.*  Dr.  Alison,  of  Edin- 
burgh, and  Dr.  Mawley,  have  published  some  researches  on  the  vital  or 
self-moving  powers  of  the  blood,  from  which  they  consider  the  following 
propositions  as  established.  '*  I.  That  the  ntotion  of  the  blood  from 
the  hrancdies  of  the  pulmonary  artery  to  the  left  auricle,  principally  de- 
pends, neither  on  the  systole  of  the  right  ventricle,  nor  on  the  tenacity 
of  the  vessels,  nor  on  the  respiratory  motions,  but  on  a  living,  self-mov- 
ing power,  acquired  l)y  the  blood  when  renewed  in  the  hmgs.  2.  That 
the  same  livinii  power,  inherent  in  the  blood,  is  also  a  material  cause  of 
its  motion  through  the  capillaries  of  the  aortic  systein.  3.  That  in 
acute  inflamuiation,  this  vital,  self-moving  power  of  the  blood  is  mor- 
bidly increased  ;  wiiile  the. tonicity  of  the  capillaries  is  diminished.  4. 
That  some  formidable  diseases  of  the  heart,  lungs  and  brains,  usually 
considered  primary,  may  be  referred  to  an  altered  slate  of  this  vital 
power  of  the  blood  ;  and  perhaps  oftener  to  its  diminution  than  its  aug- 
mentation." To  these  conclusions  I  would  subjoin  a  fifth,  and  that  is, 
that  the  "vital,  self-moving  power"  is  the  disturbani-e  of  equilibrium 
between  this  fluid,  which  takes,  place  in  the  lungs,  coinciding  with  the 
change  from  venous  to  arterial  blood.  The  arterial  blood  is  positive, 
and  in  the  course  of  circulation  gives  off  its  excess  of  fluid  to  all  the 
parts  it  comes  in  contact  with  ;  and  the  fluid,  endeavoring  to  diffuse  itself 
in  all  directions,  tends  towards  those  parts  which  are  negative,  or  where 
it  is  less  in  quantity,  and  draws  after  it  the  blood. 

If,  then,  the  heart  be  supposed  to  be  formed  last,  and  we  take  the 
motions  of  the  blood  as  our  guide  in  forming  a  conception  of  the  mo- 
tions of  this  fluid,  considering  these  latter  (notions  to  precede  the  former 
by  an  indefinitely  small  space  of  time,  we  must  resolve  them  into  two 
kinds,  an  undulatory  or  pulsatile,  and  a  current  corresponding  to  the  mo- 
tions through  the  arteries  and  veins.  Now  if  there  is  an  undulatory  mo- 
tion taking  place  from  the  centre  towards  the  circumference  of  the  vas- 
cular system,  there  must  be  a  tendency  to  a  vacuum  formed  at  each  un- 
dulation at  the  centre,  and  the  fluid  immediately  around  the  centre 
would  rush  in  to  fill  it.  This  tendency  to  a  vacuum  corresponds  to  the 
dilatation  of  the  ventricle  ;  and  the  blood  coming  from  the  j)ulinonary 
veins  through  the  auricle,  is  attracted  to  the  ventricle  by  the  fluid  rush- 
ing in  from  thence,  which  being  most  positive,  is  most  strongly  attracted 
thither.  But  no  undulation  of  an  elastic  fluid  can  arise  forwards  with- 
out a  return  stroke  or  backward  undulation.  This  return  of  the  fluid 
from  the  circumference  towards  the  centre,  or  backward  undulation,  pro- 
duces the  contraction  of  the  heart,  and  the  tissue  composing  tlie  heart 
is  deposited  between  the  two  undulations,  and  it  is  to  this  circumstance 
it  owes  its  extreme  sensibility,  manifested  by  continuing  its  contractions 
when  removed  from  the  body,  and  renewing  them  on  the  slightest  irri- 
tant being  applied  to  its  tissue. 

By  comparing  the  vibrations  of  the  arteries  with  the  vibrations  of  an 
elastic  mediinn,  as  air  in  an  unyielding  tube,  1  shall  endeavor  to  prove,  at 
some  future  time,  that  it  is  in  consequence  of  these  vibrations,  and  the  dif- 
ferent directions  in  which  the   blood   moves,  that   the  continuity  of  the 

*  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review,  No.  V.,  page  11. 
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circulation  is  interrupted,  and  the  shape  and  position  of  the  heart  de- 
termined. At  present,  I  shall  confine  myself  to  noticing  some  facts 
which  corroborate,  in  a  striking  manner,  what  has  been  advanced.  The 
6rst  is  the  conical  shape  and  gyratory  motion  of  the  heart,  correspond- 
ing to  the  little  whirls  or  vortices  produced  in  fluids  by  the  collision  of 
centripetal  currents.  The  second  is  the  spiral  disposition  of  its  muscu- 
lar fibres,  indicating,  as  all  muscular  fibres  do,  the  course  the  fluid  takes. 
But  the  most  conclusive,  is  the  circumstance  that  the  heart  is  placed  to 
the  left  of  the  median  line,  in  man,  whose  nervous  power  is  greater  on 
the  right,  than  on  the  left  side ;  and  in  the  molluscous  animals  that 
form  the  spiral  shells,  the  spiral  turns  are  made  towards  the  side  oppo- 
site that  in  which  the  heart  is  placed.  Such  a  situation  for  the  heart 
would  follow  from  the  supposition  above.  For  if  it  is  formed  by  there- 
turn  stroke  or  backward  undulation,  it  would  be  placed  where  these  un- 
dulations, coming  from  all  parts  of  the  body,  balance  each  other.  And 
since  there  is  more  of  the  nervous  fluid  constantly  existing  on  the  right 
than  on  the  left  side,  both  its  forward  and  backward  impulse  would  be 
stronger  in  this  direction,  and  the  latter  would  in  consequence  pass  be- 
yond the  median  line  before  it  was  counterbalanced  by  the  backward 
undulations  from  the  left  side.  For  the  same  reason  the  heart  would 
assume,  in  the  spiral  univalves,  a  position  further  from  the  side  where 
the  development  is  greater,  than  from  the  opposite  side.  It  should  be 
mentioned,  also,  that  the  apex  of  the  heart  is  turned  away  from  the 
brain  and  from  the  spinal  marrow,  so  that  its  position  is  in  the  line  of  a 
diagonal  compounded  of  three  forces,  directed  severally  from  the  parts 
where  the  nervous  influence  is  most  concentrated,  viz.,  the  brain,  the 
spinal  marrow,  and  the  right  side.  That  this  is  not  the  effect  of  gravi- 
ty, is  clear  from  the  fact  that  in  quadrupeds  the  apex  of  the  heart  is 
turned  towards  the  abdomen. 

But  the  question  arises,  what  becomes  of  the  excess  of  fluid  in  arte- 
rial over  venous  blood,  that  is  dissipated  in  the  course  of  the  circulation? 
1  answer,  that  it  is  communicated  to  all  the  tissues  with  which  the  arte- 
rial blood  comes  in  contact,  but  more  especially  to  the  nerves,  since 
they  serve  the  purpose  of  conductors.  From  the  capillaries,  whether 
of  the  surface  or  of  the  internal  organs,  there  is  a  continued  radiation  of 
this  fluid,  a  part  of  which  passes  off,  producing  transpiration,  secretion, 
Stc,  and  the  remainder  is  returned  by  the  nerves.  In  the  healthy  state 
of  the  tissues,  a  certain  relation  is  maintamed  between  that  which  passes 
off  and  that  which  is  reconducted  to  the  internal  parts  by  the  nerves,  or 
between  both  of  these  currents  and  the  afflux  of  fluid  along  with  arte- 
rial blood.  This  relation  is  interrupted  in  inflammation.  The  nerves 
cannot  conduct  it  from  a  part  with  the  same  degree  of  rapidity  that  it  is 
carried  thither  by  the  blood,  when  an  irritant  has  been  applied.  It 
therefore  accumulates  in  that  part,  and  radiates,  as  from  a  centre,  into 
the  surrounding  space,  impelling  the  blood  out  of  its  natural  course,  form- 
ing a  focus  of  inflammation,  and  producing  a  papula,  vesicle,  pustule, 
boil,  carbuncle,  or  phlegmon.  Or,  to  speak  more  definitely,  an  irritant 
is  a  conductor  or  non-conductor,  and  its  application  to  a  point  excites  a 
current  from  that  point,  either  directly  as  a  conductor,  or  indirectly  from 
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immediately  around  that  point  as  a  non-conductor,  which  current  attracts 
the  fluid  iVoni  the   neighboring  parts,  and   this  again  attracting,  or  rather 
impelling,  tlie  blood  as  it  moves  through  the  particles,  establishes  a  focus 
of  inflammation.     This  action  continues  until  such  a  change  in  the  con- 
dition of  the  part   arises,  as  restores   the  efjuilibrium  between  the   con- 
duction of  the  fluid    there  by  the   blood,  and    its  reconduction  into  the 
system  by  the  nerves.     There  must,  then,  be  a  tendency  in  the  process 
of  inflammation   to  diminish  the  flow  of  this  fluid  to  the  part  inflamed, 
otherwise  the  inflammation   never  would  cease  to  spread.     Such  must 
be  the  effect,  if,  as  is  su|)posed,  it  is  derived  from  the  obstruction  to  the 
motion  of  the  red  globules   through  the  part,  occasioned  by  their  accu- 
mulation at  or  near  the  point,  which  constitutes   the  swelling  and  hard- 
ness around  it.     Since,  then,  the    intensity   with   which   the  fluid  tends 
towards  the   focus  of  inflammation   diminishes  in  proportion  both  to  the 
distance  from  it  and  the  hardness  of  the  inflamed  part  around  it,  and  the 
capacity  of  the  nerves  to  re-transmit  increases  in  the  inverse   ratio*  (al- 
lowing   that   the  pressure   of  the  accimiulated  blood    tends  to  paralyze 
the  nerves),   a   line  may  be  conceived   to  be  drawn  through  the  points 
where  the  equilibrium,  disturbed  by  the  action  of  the  primary  irritant,  is 
restored,  circumscribing  the   inflammation,   which   line  would    advance 
towards  the  focus  of  inflammation,  or  recede  from  it,  as  the  power  of  the 
nerves  prevails  over  the  inflammatory  excitement,  or  the  reverse.     In 
the  primary  stage  of  inflammation  it  would  recede,  in   the  healing  pro- 
cess it  would  advance. 

It  follows,  from  these  considerations,  that  the  space  circumscribed  by 
this  imaginary  line,  including  the  focus  of  inflammation,  possesses  less 
conducting  power  than  the  parts  adjacent.  Now  if  this  be  the  case,  a 
force  of  pressure  must  be  exerted  by  the  fluid  diverging  from  the  centre 
of  the  body,  where  it  is  most  concentrated,  to  the  circumference,  on  that 
space,  equal  to  the  difference  between  its  conducting  power  and  that  of 
the  adjacent  tissue,  in  the  direction  from  the  centre  to  the  circumference. 
The  pressure  thus  arising  will  be  productive  of  one  of  two  effects. 
Either  it  will  remove  the  accumulation  of  globules  whose  diiT)inished  mo- 
bility obstructs  its  own  motions,  or  it  will  remove  the  whole  tissue.  In 
the  first  instance,  it  acts  in  coincidence  with  the  primary  excited  current, 
to  produce  suppuration  ;  in  the  second,  it  gives  rise  to  sloughing. 

There  are,  then,  two  circumstances  which  operate  in  the  cure  of  in- 
flammation. 1st.  The  impediment  to  the  passage  of  this  fluid,  from  the 
focus  of  inflammation,  otherwise  than  by  the  nerves.  2d.  The  impedi- 
ment to  its  passage  towards  the  focus,  by  the  obstruction  of  the  move- 
ments of  the  globules  in  the  capillaries,  springing  from  their  accumula- 
tion around  it. 

One  of  the  causes  of  the  first  of  these  impediments  is  clearly  shown 
by  the  considerations  pointed  out  above,  in  relation  to  the  progress  and 
cure  of  inflammation  on  a  flat  disk.  It  is  highly  probable  that  another 
cause  arises  from  the  evaporation  going  on  at  the  surface  of  the  sore, 
which,  removing  always  the  more  fluid  parts,  dries  and  hardens  the  sur- 
face into  scabs,  scales,  &c.,  and   lessens  its  powers  of  conduction.     It  is 

*  In  the  same  ratio,  if  we  reckon  from  the  focus  of  inflammation. 
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this  evaporation  (wlilch  I  hold  to  be  orcasioned  by  the  fluid  passing  off), 
which,  acconhng  to  the  researches  of  Biesciiet  and  Vauzenie,  foniis  the 
cuticle,  and,  hy  a  parity  of  reasoning,  the  nails,  hair  and  horns.  Such 
a  view  is  confirmed  hy  the  mode  in  which  vegetables  fructificate  and 
develope  buds  in  the  axils  of  the  leaves,  if  it  be  allowed  that  they  are 
affected  by  the  same  a2;ency.  The  current  of  this  fluid  going  to  a  leaf, 
continuing  the  same  while  its  conducting  power  is  diminishing,  in  conse- 
quence of  evaporation,  an  accumulation  will  take  place,  exerting  retro- 
grade pressure,  which  acting  at  the  base  of  the  footstalk,  at  the  point 
where  the  current  passing  up  towards  the  leaf  and  that  moving  up  the 
main  stalk  divide,  creating  a  tendency  to  a  vacuum,  developes  there  the 
bud.  This  will  be  best  understood  by  a  diagram.  If  in  consequence 
of  an  attraction  exerted  at  B  and  C,  the  currents  be  excited  from  D 
B  p,  to  B  and  C,  they  tend   to  produce  a  vacuum 

at  D.  If,  on  the  contrary,  a  force  acting  at 
A  impels  a  current  up  the  tube,  its  tendency 
is  to  produce  pressure  at  D.  Now  the  two 
currents,  D  B,  D  C,  excite  a  current  along 
A  D,  which,  when  once  excited,  has  a  force 
of  inertia  which  may  be  said  to  be  acting 
from  A.  This  force  does  not  din)inish  so  fast 
as  the  attractive  force  at  B  and  C.  There- 
fore when  a  cause  occurs  to  diminish  the  forces  at  B  and  C,  that  acting 
from  A  will  come  into  play.  If  the  fii^ure  represent  a  tree,  the  primary 
force  taking  place  at  the  circumference  of  the  leaves,  as  is  the  fact,  and 
ceasing  before  the  secondary,  gives  a  reason  for  the  formation  of  buds  in 
the  axils  of  the  leaves.  For  the  same  reason,  when  the  conducting 
power  of  the  petals  is  diminished,  an  accumulation  will  arise  at  tiieir 
bases,  which  expands  the  tissue  and  attracts  the  nutritious  materials 
there,  until  it  forms  the  fruit.  We  may,  by  an  extension  of  the  same 
principle,  account  for  the  growth  of  the  roots  of  vegetables,  considering 
them  as  the  reflection  of  the  branches  ;  of  the  fangs  of  teeth,  as  the 
reflection  of  the  crowns  ;  of  the  secondary  teeth,  as  the  reflection  of 
the  first ;  the  stem  and  tubular  part  of  the  feather,  as  the  reflection  of 
the  vane  ;  the  external  ear,  as  a  reflection  of  the  internal ;  all  that  portion 
of  the  eye  anterior  to  the  iris,  as  a  reflection  of  that  posterior  to  it ;  the 
brain,  as  the  reflection  of  the  nerves  ;  the  heart,  as  we  have  seen,  as 
the  reflection  of  the  small  vessels  ;  and,  universally,  the  last  developed 
part  of  an  organ,  or  the  last  developed  orizan  of  a  system,  but  a  re- 
flection of  the  first,  or  that  on  which  the  impressions  to  which  they  have 
relation,  are  primarily  made. 

Hence  we  arrive  at  the  same  conclusion,  whether  we  follow  observa- 
tion, or  trace  the  consequence  of  inflammation  from  the  laws  of  this 
fluid  considered  as  the  agent  concerned  in  |)roducing  it,  viz.,  that  it  has 
a  tendency  to  heal  itself  Again,  the  prominent  phenomena  of  inflam- 
mation harmonize  with  the  view  that  has  been  taken.  There  is  a  dis- 
position to  inflan)e  in  those  parts  which  have  been  deprived  of  their 
nervous  influence,  either  by  section  of  the  nerves,  or  paralysis,  from  the 
action  of  slight   irritating  causes.     How   well  is  this  fact  explained  on 
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the  supposition  that  this  fluid  is  attracted  to  the  initated  spot,  from  the 
channel  of  the  arterial  blood,  faster  than  it  can  be  conducted  away  by 
the  injured  nerves  and  parts  adjacent.  In  like  manner  the  defective  nu- 
trition and  calorification  of  a  paralyzed  limb  is  accounted  for  because 
the  centripetal  nervous'ciuient  being  less,  there  is  less  attraction  exerted, 
in  the  absence  of  any  irritant  on  the  arterial  blood.  If,  also,  it  is  true, 
as  has  been  observed,  that  organs  scantily  supplied  with  nerves  are  more 
liable  to  congestion  than  others,  the  reason  for  it  is  obvious. 

The  red  line  around  a  gangrenous  limb  is  just  what  ought  to  happen 
if  this  is  the  correct  view,  for  the  mortified  part  being  a  non-conductor, 
the  fluid  must  accumulate  in  the  contiguous  living  part,  and  diffusing  it- 
self faster  than  it  can  be  conducted  into  the  system,  will  radiate  from 
the  surface,  and  produce  inflammation,  prescribed  by  the  condition  men- 
tioned above,  while  the  pressure  of  the  fluid  acts  to  separate  the  dead 
from  the  living  portion.  That  action  which  disposes  inflamed  parts  to 
open  externally,  regarded  as  inexplicable  on  any  former  theory  of  in- 
flammation, is  but  a  part  of  the  same  process  with  that  which  throws 
off  a  gangrenous  part.  It  is  the  consequence  of  the  fluid  being  more 
concentrated  internally,  and  therefore  tending  towards  the  surface,  and 
carrying,  with  it  whatever  interferes  with  its  motion. 

All  the  changes  witnessed  in  the  maturation  of  a  pustule,  are  what 
we  might  expect  on  the  same  supposition.  First,  the  accumulation  of 
blood,  constituting  the  pimple — the  primary  effect  of  the  current  ex- 
cited. Second,  the  elevation  of  the  cuticle,  and  the  passage  thither  of 
the  most  fluid  part  of  the  blood,  forming  a  vesicle.  Third,  the  passage 
of  the  less  moveable  paits  or  globules  of  pus  would  take  place,  as  the 
consecutive  effects  of  a  fluid  moving  towards  the  apex  of  the  pustule, 
through  the  inflamed  part.  Healthy  granulation  may  be  easily  conceived 
to  be  the  result  of  the  activity  of  the  centripetal  currents,  combined  with 
the  external  pressure,  the  former  removing,  on  the  internal  side,  the  glo- 
bules which  are  partially  obstructed,  and  there  deposited  during  the 
healing  process,  and  the  latter  gently  urging  the  circles  into  the  ulcerated 
space  and  gradually  supplying  the  loss  of  substance  sustained.  Erylhe- 
matic  erysipelas  is  but  a  reproduction  of  the  papula  on  a  large  scale. 
(Edematous  erysipelas  bears  the  same  relation  to  the  vesicle,  and  phleg- 
monous erysipelas  to  the  pustule.  They  are  all  the  effects  of  a  greater 
or  less  degree  of  determination  of  blood  to  the  skin  from  the  same  cause. 
The  looseness  of  texture  beneath  tlWft<in  is  the  reason  of  the  effusion 
there,  instead  of  on  its  surfiice,  and  this  efl\ision  may  be  referred  to  the 
same  law  which  develops  the  secondary  parts  of  organs  after  the  prima- 
ry, as  already  referred  to. 

To  prevent  misconception,  I  would  here  allude  to  a  statement  made 
above,  that  this  pressure  on  the  nerve  lends  to  paralyze  it,  which  taken 
in  connection  with  another,  that  the  relation  between  the  external  radia- 
tion and  centripetal  currents  of  this  fluid  is  disturbed,  might  lead  to  the 
opinion  that  I  thought  the  centripetal  cmient  was  less  in  inflammation 
than  in  the  natural  state  of  the  part.  This,  however,  is  the  opposite 
from  what  I  believe  to  be  true,  when  inflammation,  strictly  speaking,  is 
established.     The  current  on  the  whole   may  be  greater  than   natural, 
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and  still  less  in  proportion  to  the  external.  At  the  same  time  the  ner- 
vous fibres,  where  the  pressure  is  2;reatest,  niay  be  palsied,  while  those 
adjacent  are  stimulated  to  an  increase  of  their  function.  Besides,  in- 
flammation follows  not  necessarily  from  a  loss  of  balance  between  the 
two  currents.  Since  the  sum  of  both  being  the 'same,  if  the  natural  re- 
lation between  them  be  destroyed,  no  accumulation  will  arise,  and  there- 
fore no  indamiuation.  The  loss  of  this  balance  predisposes  to  inflam- 
mation, rather  than  actually  excites  it,  inasmuch  as  it  is  while  the  bal- 
ance is  being  restored  that  accumulation  is  likely  to  take  place,  and  with 
it  inflammation. 

When  a  part  is  frozen,  the  application  of  cold  will  prevent  subsequent 
inflammation.  The  reason  for  this  is,  that  cold  palsies  the  nerves,  or,  in 
other  words,  the  fluid  radiates  so  fast  that  the  centripetal  current  is  de- 
stroyed in  a  given  extent,  while  in  consequence  of  the  radiation  a  great- 
er amount  than  usual  is  directed  to  the  part.  A  trifling  degree  less  of 
cold  must  now  be  applied  to  the  dead  or  frozen  part,  so  that  radiation 
continuing  to  nearly  an  equal  extent,  no  accumulation  of  the  fluid  will 
take  place  while  the  centripetal  current  is  slowly  re-establishing  itself  in 
the  part.  Hence  the  good  effects  of  cold  in  inflammations  generally.  It 
is  an  irritant,  when  it  produces  so  much  radiation  as  to  establish  a  cur- 
rent outward  of  greater  relative  intensity  than  the  centripetal.  It  is  a 
sedative,  when  it  prevents  that  accumulation  of  the  fluid  which  would 
give  rise  to  inflammation,  and  which  is  prone  to  take  place  as  a  conse- 
quence of  reaction.  The  condition  of  a  frozen  part  thus  bears  the  same 
relation  to  the  sound  part  immediately  contiguous,  as  would  that  of  a 
gangrenous  part,  viz.,  that  of  a  non-conductor  ;  but  with  this  difference, 
that  the  apjjlication  of  cold  renders  it  n)ore  or  less  a  conductor,  and 
may  be  made  to  abstract  the  fluid  as  fast  as  it  tends  towards  the  part. 
As  an  additional  circumstance  in  favor  of  this  view  of  the  action  of  cold, 
it  might  be  observed  that  crystallization,  which  is  synonimous  with 
freezing,  is  regarded,  by  some  of  the  highest  authorities  in  chemistry,  to 
depend  on  tlie  passage  of  electricity  in  currents  through  the  particles  of 
matter. 

Did  space  allow,  I  would  notice  some  objections  that  would  naturally 
suggest  themselves  to  the  mind  in  perusing  what  has  been  advanced. 
Perhaps  on  some  points  I  may  not  have  been  sufficiently  clear,  from  a 
desire  to  compress  as  much  as  possible  into  the  con)pass  of  a  (ew  pages. 
Some  difficulties  would  be  removed  by  bearing  in  mind  the  disposition 
of  an  elastic  fluid  to  vibrate  to  and  fro,  when  it  accumulates,  and  per- 
haps it  is  these  vibrations,  in  small  spaces,  aniong  the  particles  of  animal 
matter,  which  effects  the  composition  and  decomposition  of  parts.  It 
should  be  borne  in  mind,  also,  that  all  the  phenomena  of  radiation  of 
light  and  heat  are  explained  equally  well  on  the  supposition  of  undula- 
tions of  an  elastic  medium,  and  on  that  of  the  actual  emission  of  parti- 
cles, and  either  view  is  applicable  to  the  case  in  hand. 

Boston,  January,  1838.  Benjamin  Haskell,  M.D. 


(  4n  ) 

QUESTIONS   IN    MEDICINE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — There  are  some  discrepancies,  or  prima  facie  contradictions,  in 
medical  practice,  which  I  should  like  to  see  explained  or  reconciled. 
For  instance,  in  sanguineous  enjor2,einents  of  the  uterus,  we  are  directed 
to  apply  leeches  to  the  vulva  to  lessen  the  quantity  of  blood  and  to  lake 
off  its  determination  to  the  part;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  when  we  wish 
to  increase  the  quantity  or  produce  a  determination  to  the  uterus,  we 
are  directed  to  apply  leeches — the  same  remedial  means  for  apparently 
opposite  indications  of  disease.  In  various  external  and  internal  inflam- 
mations, we  are  directed  to  apply  warm  lomentations  or  pouliices  to 
produce  resolution  ;  and  yet  when  we  wish  to  promote  suppuration,  we 
are  advised  to  apply  warm  poultices,  &,c.  It  seems  to  me  that  rules 
more  special  and  discriminate  should  be  laid  down  and  followed  with  re- 
spect to  both  hot  and  cold  applications,  and  1  liope  the  subject  will  re- 
ceive further  notice.  Medicus. 


QUESTIONS    IN    ANATOMY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — Will  some  one  of  your  numerous  corres[)ondenis  answer  the  fol- 
lowing questions.  They  are  suggested  by  a  notice  in  the  23d  J\o.  of 
the  present  Vol.  of  your  valuable  Journal,  of  the  "  ingenious  explana- 
tion "  of  the  modus  operandi  of  narcotics  in  dilating  the  pupil,  by  Mr. 
Walker. 

1st.   What  evidence  have  we  that  the  third  pair  of  nerves  enters  into 
the  formation  of  the  lenticular  ganglion  ? 

2d.   Does   muscular  motion,  in  any  instance,  depend  upon  influence 
conveyed  by  nerves  of  common  sensation? 

3d.  Is  the  iris  muscular? 

4th.  Is  Mr.  Walker's  explanation  "  ingenious  "  ? 

The  inquirer  is  alter  truth.  Yours,  &c. 

Franklin,  Vt.,  Jan.  I9th,  1838.  A  Subscriber. 
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BOYLSTON   PRIZE  QUESTIONS. 

A  REFERENCE  was  made  last  week  to  Dr.  Holmes's  dissertations.  We 
are  now  prepared  to  speak  with  decided  approbation  of  his  investigations. 
Every  page  gives  abundant  evidence  of  his  thorough  acquaintance  with 
each  subject  proposed  to  him  by  the  committee,  and  he  moreover  clearly 
exhibits  a  degree  of  patience  and  perseverance  alike  creditable  to  him- 
self and  the  profession.  In  this  country  it  rarely  happens  that  a  physi- 
cian can  devote  sufficient  time  to  the  study  of  diseases  to  make  himself 
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good  authority,  and  hence  foreign  writers,  with  a  {e\\  honorable  excep- 
tions, arc  the  oracles  which  are  usually  consulted.  This  is  partly  owing 
to  the  supposed  necessity  by. which  every  practitioner  is  more  or  less  in- 
fluenced, of  allendintf  so  closely  to  the  details  of  business,  that  he  is  ex- 
cused Iroin  the  labors  of  pathological  inquiries  :  by  general  consent, 
therefore,  some  are  considered  only  writers,  or  qualified  for  being  ob- 
servers of  the  |)henomena  of  disease  ;  whilst  others,  taking  them  for  un- 
erring guides,  have  no  higher  responsibility  than  to^prescribe  according 
to  custom  and  the  sanction  of  authors. 

From  the  exhil)itions  of  talent  which  Dr.  Holmes  has  given  in  these 
essays,  his  future  course  will  be  watched  with  interest.  He  cannot  be 
insensible  to  the  popularity  of  the  first  prize  dissertation  on  Inlermitlent 
fever  in  JYcw  Eitahind,  which  was  widely  distributed  by  the  munificence 
of  an  individual  of  Boston.  The  volume  now  embodying  the  three  pa- 
pers, cannot  well  be  dispensed  with  in  a  medical  library — because  he 
has  become  native  authority.  It  is  this  latter  character  which  gives  pe- 
culiar value  to  his  writings.  The  decision  of  the  Boylston  Committee, 
a  medical  tribunal  entitled  to  perfect  confidence,  in  awarding  the  prizes 
to  Dr.  Holmes,  gives  an  official  assent  to  the  excellency  of  each  produc- 
tion, which  after  years  will  confirm  and  strengthen. 


Counsellor's  Meeting. — It  will  be  seen,  by  Dr.  Homans's  notice  on  our 
advertising  page,  that  the  Counsellors  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical 
Society  will  meet  on  the  7th  day  of  February,  at  the  Athenaeum.  Fel- 
lows residing  in  the  country,  district  societies,  and  all  others  having  busi- 
ness to  transact  with  the  Council,  will  have  ample  time  to  prepare.  It  is 
desirable  that  there  should  be  a  full  board,  and  every  section  of  the 
Medical  Commonwealth  fully  represented. 


Medical  Lectures  in  Boston. — The  term  closed  at  the  Massachusetts 
College  yesterday.  Probably  there  are  a  considerable  number  of  candi- 
dates for  degrees,  and  whenever  their  names  are  announced,  the  cata- 
logue will  be  given.  It  is  a  very  important  era  in  the  life  of  a  medical 
student,  to  assume  the  cares  and  responsibilities  of  a  practitioner  of 
medicine,  and  should  not  be  entered  upon  without  a  deep  sense  of  all  its 
bearings,  as  it  relates  to  society  and  his  own  individual  happiness. 


Worcester  District  Medical  Society. — Very  judicious  arrangements  have 
been  made,  we  hear,  for  reading  papers,  and  collecting  facts  to  advance 
the  interest  and  usefulness  of  tlie  profession,  in  that  section  of  couiitrv. 
The  plan  is  excellent  :  the  wonder  is  that  nothing  of  the  kind  has  been 
done  before.  It  will  not  only  be  productive  of  good  fellowship  and  pro- 
fessional courtesy,  but  it  will  inspire  a  degree  of  confidence  in  those 
who  know  how  important  it  is  for  physicians  to  agree  amongst  themselves. 
Happily  for  the  present  age,  in  New  England,  those  feuds,  pettv  jeal- 
ousies, and  rivalries,  which  were  thought  to  characterize  practitioners  of 
medicine,  have  in  a  great  measure  passed  away.  Just  so  long  as  medi- 
cal societies  are  cherished  in  the  true  spirit  which  called  them  into  exist- 
ence, good  faith,  generous  feelings,  and  honorable,  high-minded  inter- 
course, conducive  to  the  elevation  of  the  profession,  will  assuredly  be 
maintained. 
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Shocking  Mistake. — The  Baltimore  American  relates  that  a  respectable 
physician  prtscribed  for  a  lady  of  that  city,  who  had  recently  recovered 
from  illness,  an  ounce  of  the  phospliutc  of  soda,  and  wrote  his  prescrij)- 
tion  so  that  it  was  thought  there  could  he  no  mistake.  The  messen- 
ger returned  irom  the  apothecary  with  the  white  precipitate  of  mercurij  ! 
The  patient,  in  fear  of  some  mistake,  refused  to  take  the  medicine  till  it 
had  been  sent  back  to  the  apothecary  to  ascertain  for  a  certainty  that  the 
prescription  was  understood  :  the  medicine  was  re-examined  by  him,  and 
the  decision  was  that  it  was  correct.  The  dose  was  then  swallowed, 
but  with  fatal  effects.  Notwithstanding  every  effort,  the  poor  victim 
died  on  the  following  SundaJ^ 


The  JVaiural  History  of  Man.— In  the  last  number  of  the  American 
Journal  of  Science,  a  correspondent  of  the  editor  is  very  urgent  to  obtain 
all  the  facts  which  can  be  obtained  on  the  subject  of  the  tracks  of  human 
feet  which  have  been  discovered  on  rocks,  in  various  sections  of  this 
country.  Ho  intimates  that  it  is  possible  to  prove,  by  these  singular  evi- 
dences, that  man  existed  at  a  much  earlier  period  on  this  globe  than 
geologists  have  heretofore  supposed.  Any  specimens,  therefore,  bearing 
such  impressions,  or  descri[)tions  of  them,  in  localities  not  heretofore 
chronicled,  directed  to  Professor  Silliman,  will  be  peculiarly  interesting, 
and  greatly  serve  the  cause  of  science. 


Tubercles  in  various  Organs,  without  any  Tubercular  Formation  in  the 
Lungs. — The  law  established  by  M.  Louis,  that,  after  the  age  of  fifteen, 
tubercles  are  never  found  in  any  part  of  the  body,  without  also  existing 
in  the  lungs,  admits  of  very  few  exceptions.  M.  Louis  himself  has  only 
met  with  one.  We  extract  the  following  from  a  late  number  of  the 
"Bulletin  Therapeutique,"  remarking,  however,  that  the  state  of  the 
bronchial  glands  is  not  noticed. 

"  A  negro,  eighteen  years  of  age,  was  received,  on  the  6th  of  March 
last,  into  one  of  the  surgical  wards  of  the  Hopital  Beaujon,  for  a  fistu- 
lous opening  in  the  region  of  the  sternum.  The  boy  died  suddenly,  and 
on  examining  the  body,  tubercular  abscesses  were  found  in  the  eyelids, 
and  several  other  parts  of  the  body  ;  there  were  soltened  tubercles  in 
the  prostate  and  right  testicle  ;  crude  tubercles  in  the  ribs,  under  the 
pleuree,  and  in  the  brain,  but  none  in  either  lung,  liver,  or  spleen." — 
London  Lancet. 

Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  Consigny,  of  St.  Damas,  and  Dr.  Duvert,  of 
St.  Charles,  have  both  surrendered  to  government,  being  patriots,  and 
are  now  in  prison. — The  cholera  has  wholly  disappeared  at  Constanti- 
nople.— The  plague  has  become  truly  frightful  at  Odessa. — Total  mor- 
tality of  Baltimore,  in  1837,  2114.  Fifty-two  died  of  smallpox,  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-four  of  scarlet  fever  ;  consumption,  3L)6  ;  measles,  141  ; 
stillborn,  196  ;  and  of  infantile  diseases,  516.— A  tooth,  it  is  said,  was 
extracted  from  a  young  lady  at  Lynn,  the  other  day,  while  under  mag- 
netic influence,  without  her  manifesting  any  signs  of  pain  or  uneasiness. 
Dr.  Fisk,  of  Salem,  was  the  operator.— The  number  of  deaths  in  New 
Haven,  Ct.,  the  last  year,  was  '250. 


Died,— In  Wrentham,  Mass.,  Dr.  Luther  W.Sherman,  aged  J^— a  skilful  prac- 
titioner, and  the  writer  of  several  valuable  communications  to  this  Journal. 


420  Medical  Advertisements. 

Whole  niimher  of  denlhs  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Jan.  27,  30.     Males,  21— Females,  9. 

Conaiimption,  G— iiiriaininalioii  of  the  lungs,  J — dropsy.  1 — convulsions,  1— leelhing,  I — scarlet 
fever,  1 — catarrli,  I — lung  fever,  l—iulupitile,  1 — disease  of  the  liead,  j— dropsy  in  the  head,  1 — 
stoppage  in  the  stomach.  I — old  age,  2 — fits,  1 — measles,  ) — rupture,  1 — spasmodic  fits,  I — disease  of 
the  heart,  1 — inflainuiation  of  the  bowels,  1 — croup,  1 — hsemorrhage,  1 — fever,  puerperal,  1 — acci- 
dental, 1  —stillborn,  4. 

M.\SSACHUSETTS   MEDICAL   SOCIETY. -COUNSELLORS'  MEETING. 

A  sfAiED  meeting  ot  the  Counsellors  of  the  .Massachusetts  .Medical  Society  will  be  held  at  the  So- 
ciety's Uuom,  Alhenseurn  Building,  in  Pearl  street,  on  VVEDNEriUAY,  the  7th  day  of  February 
ne.xt,  at  11  o'clock,  A.  .M.  JOH.\  IIO.MANS,  Rec.  Sec'y. 

Bo.^lun,  Jan.  23.  eptm 

MEDICAL    INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscriber  proposes  to  take  a  few  medical  students,  and  to  connect  a  small  school  with  his 
private  establishment  for  the  treatment  of  invalids  and  for  surgical  operations.  He  has  procured 
convenient  rooms,  and  has  secured  the  necessary  facilities  for  anatomical  inquiries  and  demonstra- 
tions. His  pupils  will  also  have  the  privilege  of  witnessing  such  interesting  and  impoitanl  cases  as 
occur  in  the  private  practice  of  a  country  physician  and  surgeon.  JOSEPH  H.  FLINT. 

Springfield,  January,  16M.  Jan.  17. 

FALLING   OF  THE   WOMB   CURED  BY   EXTERNAL   APPLICATION. 

DR.  A.  G.  HULL'S  UTt;ilO-AUUO.MlN.\L  SUPPORTER  is  offered  to  those  afflicted  with 
Prolap.ias  Uteri,  or  Falling  of  the  /fwmi,  and  other  diseases  depending  upon  a  relaxation  of  the  ab- 
dominal muscles,  as  an  iiistrunieiit  in  every  way  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  restoration  to 
health.  When  Ibis  instrument  is  carefully  and  properly  fitted  to  the  form  ol  the  patient,  it  inva- 
riably affords  the  most  immediate  immunity  from  the  distressing  ^^  drugging  and  bearing-dawn" 
sensations  whichaccoinpany  nearly  all  cases  of  visceral  displacements  of  tlie  abdomen,  and  its  skil- 
ful application  is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of  radical  relief  from  the  patient  herself. 
The  Supporter  is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by  the  patient  without  further  aid.  With- 
in the  last  three  years  nearly  15JJ  of  tlie  Utero-^^bdominal  Supporters  have  been  applied  with  the 
most  happy  results. 

The  very  g'eat  success  which  this  instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its  examina- 
tion by  the  physician  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  Pessary  hitherto  in  use.  It  is  gratify- 
ing ti>  slate  th^it  It  has  met  the  decided  approbation  of  Sir  .Astiey  Cooper,  of  Loudon,  Edward  Delafield 
Al.O., Professor  of  .Midwifery,  University  of  the  State  of  New  York,  of  Professors  of  Midwifery  in  the 
different  .Medical  Schools  of  the  United  States, and  every  other  Ph>siciaii  or  Surgeon  who  has  had  a 
practical  know  ledge  of  its  qualities,  as  well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  it. 

I'lie  puiilic  and  medical  profession  are  cautioned  against  impositions  in  iliis  instrument,  as  well  as 
in  Trusses  vended  as  mine,  which  are  unsafe  and  vicious  imitations.  The  genuine  Trusses  bear  my 
signature  in  writing  on  the  label,  and  the  Supporter  has  its  title  embossed  upon  its  envelope. 

.\.MOS   G.   HULL,  Office  4  Vesey  Street,  Astor  House,  New  York. 

The  Subscribers  having  been  appointed  .Agents  for  the  sale  of  the  ab.ive  insiruinents,  all  orders 
addressed  to  tliem  will  be  prompily  attended  to.  LOWK  &   REED, 

Jan.  3.  lyteop  24  .Merchants  Row,  Boston. 

TO   MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

The  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  in  all  the  branches  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery.  A  suitable  room  will  be  provided,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  medical 
library,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  uf  the  districts  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  Eye 
and  Ear  Infirmary,  and  of  attending  a  course  oi  lectures  on  tlie  diseases  of  the  eye. 

.\  regular  course  of  recitations  and  examinations  will  include  all  the  required  professional  works. 
Anatomical  instruction  and  private  dissection  will  form  a  prominent  part  in  the  study  of  the  pupils. 
Forfiirtherinforniation,applytoeitherof  the  subscribers.  JOHN  JEFFRIES,  »1.D. 

R.  W.   HOOPER,  M.D. 
Franklin  Street,  .miv.  9,  1836.  July  19— 6m  JOHN  H.  DIX,  M.D. 

MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  have  associated  for  tlie  purpose  of  giving  medical  instruction.  A  convenient  room 
has  been  provided  for  this  purpose,  which  will  be  open  to  the  students  at  all  hours.  They  will  have 
access  to  an  extensive  medical  library,  and  every  other  necessary  facility  for  the  acquirement  of  a 
thorough  medical  education. 

Opportunities  wjll  be  offered  for  the  observation  of  diseases  and  their  treatment  in  ftro  Dispensary 
districts,  embracing  Wards  1,  2  and  3,  and  in  cn.se.-i  which  will  be  treated  at  the  room  daily. 

[nstrurtion  will  be  given  by  clinical  and  other  lectures,  and  by  examinations  at  least  twice  a  week. 
Sufficient  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  Anatomy. 

For  further  information,  application  maybe  made  at  the  room,  over  103  Hanover  street,  or  to 
the  subscribers.  EPHRAIM  BUCK,  M.D. 

ASA  B.  SNOW,  M.D. 
E.  WALTER  LE.ACH,  M.D. 
Boston,  Au.iru.st  9,  1837.  HENRY  G.  CLARK,  M.D. 

JOSEPH  .MORIARTY,  M.D. 

L  — 

TUG  BOSTON  MEDfCAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  puhlishedevery  Wednesday,  by 
I).  CLAPr,  JR.  at  184  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Fianklin  Street,  to  whom  all  communications 
niiistb!)  ad'lresseJ,p».t'.-pnirf.  It  is  also  published  in  Monllily  Parts,  each  Part  containing  the  weekly 
numbers  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.'C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.— Price  $3,00  a 
year  in  advance.  il53..'>0  after  three  months,  and  .$4,00ifnot  paid  within  the  year. — Agents  allowed 
pvery  seventh  copy  grati.t. — Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
'iii-jfactory  reference. — Postage  the  same  as  for  a  Newspaper. 
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